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Or sprung more highly, Count I but as mean.

The name alone is shameful to the slave;
In all things else an honest man enslaved

Falls not below the nature of the free.
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law furnish a basis for private property and for liberty. The right of property is
distinctly expressed in the Command of the Decalogue, “Thou shalt not steal;” but
Meclanchthon is obliged by circumstances to quabify here, and in order to sustain
the Protestant princes in coufiscating the wealth of the monasteries and pious

foundatious, he sets up the rather far-reaching doctrine that those who make bad use
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of their property may be deprived of ?. by the political authorities.As to liberty, the
term is defined as “that condition in which each is permitted to have his own, and
omaanzw are not compelled to act contrary to what is lawfu] and proper.”Liberty in
this sense is not to be understood, however. as incompatible with slavery which also
is in harmouy with the law of nature. Melanchthon was no less severe than Luther
toward the rebellious peasants who sought by force to escape ?.oi the Condition of
Serfage in which they Were Placed By existiny laws. ( A History of Political Theories,

From Luther to Moutesquien, P. 17-18 )
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Dunning. A History of Politicol Theories, ancient and Mediaeval.

Dunning, A History of Political Theories, ¥rom Luther to Montesquien,
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Snith, Martin Luther,

Bluntschli, Geschichte der neueren Staatswissenschoft.

Kautsky, Thomus More wnd Seind Utopia.
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