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name of the beast. p- 227.
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p. 251.

(3.) The second beast has a voice like that of the
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dragon, though his aspect is like that of the
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Pagan or Rome Papal. p. 276.
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p. 277.

(2.) The same theory is equally contradicted by
Scripture. p. 279. .
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strate. p. 282, '

(1.) The first chasacteristic. p. 282.

(2.) The second characteristic. p. 283,
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(3.) The third characteristic. p. 284.
(4.) The fourth characteristic. p. 285,
(5.) The fifth characteristic. p. 287.

CHAPTER VI.

Respecting the fifth 'section of the little open book, or the vision
of the Lamb with- the hundred and forty four thousand
sunts. p. 288,

The fifth section of the little book comprehends the vision of the
Lamb with the 144,000 saints. p. 288,
I. The appearance of the Lamb with his redecmed saints on
< mount Zion, p. 288,
1. The present vision relates to the same chronological
period as the four preceding visions of the little
book. p. 290.
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(1.) The 144,000 have the name of the Father writ-
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3. The harvest and the vintage both belong to the
period of the seventh vial or to the time of the end.
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mies at Armageddon. p.*310.
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.

———
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second woe-trumpet ; it must recommence, when the pro-
phet returns to it, with the sounding of the third woe-
trumpet. p. 313.
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p. 325.
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7. The seventh clause. p. 351
I1. When St. John returns to the larger sealed book, he
describes more fully the effects of the third gleat woe
in the septenary of the vials, all of which are com-
prehended within dhe period of the seventh trumpet,
and all of whlch conjointly constitute the third gredt
woe itself. p 352,

(S RO &
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CHAPTER 1V.
Respecting the ofusiﬂn of the three first veals. p. 356.

Remarks on the proém to the vials. p. 356.

1. The first vial is pourcd out upon the figurative carth, Aug.
2G, 1792: and the noisome sore of avowed anti-
christianism forthwith breaks out upon the men, who

¢ had the mark of the beast. p. 360.

1. The second vial is poured out upon the figurative sea,
Sep. 2. 1792: and it forthwith, during the mur-
derous reign of terror, becomes like the blood of a
dead man. p. 364.

L1, The third vial is poured out on the figurative rivers and
fountuins, Nov. 19. 1792 : and, through the opera-
tion of a long and widcely extended and peculiarly
destructive war, they forthwith become altogether
blood. p. 369.

IV. Gencral remarks on the three first vials. p. 374.

1. The first vial is still flowing, for the noisome sore is
not yet healed. p. 375.
2. Tie second vial ccased to flow at the expiration of
4 the reign of terror. p. 376.
3. 'The third viai ccased to flow in the summner of the
year after Christ 1815, p. 376.

CHAPTER V.
Respecting the effusion of the fourth and fifth vials. p. 378.

As the three first vials chiefly give the history of Republican
France, in its connection with the Roman Empire: so the
fourth and fifth give that of Imperial France, in similar
connecticn. p. 378. .

1. The fourth vial is poured out ou the figurative sun, in the



CONTENTS OF VOL. 11l. Xvil

August of the year 1802, or in the May of the year
1804 : and forthwith power is given to il to scorch
men with the fire of an extensive imperial military
despotism. The rise and progmess of the Francic
Emperorship or the short-lived and sword-slain seventh
head of the Roman beast. p. 379.

L. The fifth vial is podred out on the figurative throne of the
Roman beast, now existing under. his seventh and last
head, in the Junc of the year 1808: and his king-
dom forthwith rapidly fills withs the darkness of pali-
tical death. The decline and fall of the Francic
Emperorship, or the slaughter of the soventh head of
the Roman beast by the sword of forcign violence.
p. 384. :

1. Remarks on the poetical machinery of the oracle of
the fifth vial. p. 384.

2. The existing head of the Roman beast, at the epoch
of the effusion of the fifth vial, was the Francic Em-
perorship. p. 387.

3. Application of the prophecy to historical facts. p.
388.

(1.) A statement of the abstract import of the pro-
phecy. p. 389.

(2.) A statement of the mode in which the'mopbccy
has been accomplished. p. 389.

4. Though the imperial throne of thec Roman beast of
the seventh head has been overturned, find though
he himsclf has been politically slain as an Empire
by the deadly wound inflicted upon his short-lived
seventh head ; still his territorial kingdom remains,
notwithstanding it is full of the darkness of figura-
tive death or imperial non-existence. p. 393.

. As the period of the fifth vi.al comprehends the term
of the Roman beast’s allegorical death’or political
non-existence asqgan Empire under some one or
other of his seven successive heads ; it will not cx-

(<)

VOL. I1i1. a
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pire, until the predicted revival of the Roman beast
by the healing of that seventh head which was
mortally wounded by the sword. p. 395.

CHAPTER VL

Respecting the unfulfilled prophecies of the Apocalypse. p. 396.

With respect to the unfulfilled prophecies of the Apocalypse,
* we can do little rhore than sort and arrange them. p. 396.
I A statement of the nature and amount of that light, which
fulfiled prophecy necessarily throws upon unfulfilled
prqphecy. p. 396.

11. The unaccomplished prophecies of the Apocalypse may be
reduced under the three principal divisions of the sixth

vial, the seventh vial, and the Millennium. p. 397.

CHAPTER VII.
Respecting the cffusion of the sixth vial. p. 398.

The oracle of the sixth vial comprchends various subordinate
mattegs. p. 398.
1. The ¢xhaustion of the figurative Euphrates. p. 399.

H. The preparation of a way for the kings from the east. p. 401.

ITI. The going forth of three unclean spirits. p. 403.

IV. The agency of thosc three unclean spirits in gathering to-
gether the kings of the earth to the battle of that
great day of God Almighty. p. 410.

CHAPTER VIII.
Respecting the effusion of the seventh vial. p. 411.

«
The oracle of the seventh vial comprehends, not only the brief
summary ‘of its coutents first given' by the Apostle, but
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likewise all those grand events, which are afterward more
copiously detailed, and which are placed immediately be-
fore the commencement of the Millennium. p. 411.
I. The annunciation, 1T 1s povE. p. 4F3.
II. The great earthquake. p. 414.
III. The storm of hail. p. 415.
IV. The final destruction of Babylon. p. 415.
V. The marriage of the Lamb. pe 415.

1. The question, as to the character of the Lamb’s con-
sort, discussed negatively. p’416.

2. The question, as to the character of the Lamb's cgn~
sort, discussed positively. p. 417.

VI. The battle of that great day of God Almighty, p. 420.

1. The country, which extends 1600 furlongs. p. 422.

2. The region of Armageddon. p. 423. .

VII. The manifestation of Christ and his armies mounted on
white horses. p. 424.

1. The bare phrascology of the passage will not prove
this manifestation of Christ to be his literal second
advent. p. 426,

2. The theory of Mede and of those, who contend for
the occurrence of Christ’s literal second advent, at
this precise chronological point of the Mpocalypse ;
that is to say, subsequent to the expiration of the
latter three times, and immediately before the com-
mencement of the Millennium. p. 428.

3. The whole of this theory rests «ultimately upon the
gratuitous assumption : that ALL the texts, whick
announce a fulure coming of Christ in glory, re-
late to one and the same cvent, namely the literal
sccond advent of the Lord; and, conscquently, *
that avt. texts, which contain any such annuncia-
tion, cannot be interprefed figuratively, But must
of very necessity be interpreled literally. p. 432.

4. Though no demenstration of their theory has been
attempte:i, so far as I can find, eithey by Mr. Mede
or by his followers : I shall myself, for the sake of

a 2
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arguing the matter fairly and candidly, supply, so
far as I believe it can be supplied, their palpable
deficiency. p. 434.

(1.) A stdtement of the sole apparent evidence, which
can be adduced in favour of Mr. Mede’s spe-
culation. p. 434.

(2.) A demonstration of the msuﬁicmncy of that evi-
dewce. p. 435.

The erroncousness of the theory of Mr. Mede de-
monstratefl, from the incvitable difficulties and con-
tradictions by which it is encumbered. p. 438.

(l.).’l'he theory does not accord with our Lord’s own
account of his literal second advent to judge
all mankind, both the quick and the dead,
both the good and the bad. p. 438.

(2.) The theory contradicts the express declarations
of Christy St Paul, and St. John. p. 445.

(3.) The theory contradicts the joint positive attesta-
tion of Isaiah and Zechariah. p. 449.

(+.) The theory contradicts the universal attestation
of prophecy, that the unbelieving Gentiles will
be converted to Christianity after the over-
throw of the great Roman confederacy at the
closc of the latter three times and a half.
p. 451,

(5.) The theory contradicts the testimony of St. John,
by enaking any consistent and intelligible pro-
duction of the final confederacy of Gog and
Magog an utter impossibility, p. 452.

6. In addition to these difhiculties and contradictions, it
may be remarked, that Scripture compared with
Seripture, or the passage in Acts iii. 19—21 com-

*  pared with the passages in Dan. ii. 35, 44, 45.
vit. 13, 14, 27, xii. 12, Isaiah u, 1—5.  xi. 10,
—16, Ix. Ixv. 1725, Ixvi. 5—24. Joel iii,
Zechar, xiii, 8, 9. xiv, mevntablv brings out the
w:uh that the literal second advent of Christ, so
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tar from occurring tmmediatcly before the com-
mencement of the Millennium, will not occur wntil
after the full termination of the Millennium :
though, how long after, is Rnown to God alone.
p- 454,
(1.) A statement of the true translation and import of
the text contained in Acts iii. 19—21. p. 4oL
(2.) An account of the complete misapprchension
and perversion of the text, by Mr. Mede and
by those who have folldwed him in expecting
the lLiteral second advent of Christ ingme-
diately before the commencemént of the Mil-
lenninm. p. 457, .

7. The very propheey of St. John, which announces the
manifestation of Christ and his samts mounted on
white horses to overthrow the confederacy of the
Roman beast and the false prophet, when serati-
nized, accerding to the fixed principles of symboli-
cal language, is fatal to the theory of Mr. Mede
and the literalists. p. 461,

8. God's encmies, in the battle of Armageddon, are
declared in prophecy to be destroyed through the
agency of human second causes. p. 442,

4. Yet, though the notion of a literal advent in the
day of Armageddon is altogether untenable, some
expressions in prophecy may perhaps warrant the
expectation of an ultimate miraculou’ interference :
that is to say, an interference, prefernatural in
regard to the specific time and ohjeet of its occur-
rence, natural in regard to the means by which it

1s effected. p. 463,
10. The establishment of a canon of prophetic exposi-
tion, in regard to the frequent scriptural annun-
ciations of a comung of the Lord and of the occur-
rence of a judgment-day, by which we may deter-
mine, when those annunciations ought to Le under-
*‘Wlﬁf.;urativcly, and when literally. p. 466.
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CHAPTER IX.

Respecting the predicted Millennium with its concomitants and
subsequences. p. 467,

Under the general topic of the Millennium, may be arranged
various matters, gither attendant upon it, or consecutive to
it. p. 467.
1.*The figurative binding of Satan. p. 468.
II. JThe first and second resurrections, at the commencement,
and &t the end, of the thousand years. p. 468.

1. These two resurrections are clearly and confessedly
homogencous. But the second resurrection, at the
end of the thousand years, may be proved to be
Siyurative.  Therefore, on the principle of homo-
gencity, the first resurrection, at the commence-
ment of the thousand years, must be figurative also.
p. 469,

2. This argument is employed by Mr. Mede to bring
out a dircetly opposite result: and, doubtless, his
conclusion would have been just, had his premises
Jeen well founded. p. 471,

3. As the two resurrcctions are alike figurative, the next
point to be considered is the sense, in which they
ought cqually and similarly to be interpreted. p.
472.

(1.) The sense, in which the second resurrection
ought to be interpreted. p. 472,
(2.) The sense, in which, homogeneously, the first
resuriection ought to be interpreted. p. 474.
111, The Millennium. p. 474

1.. From the p()smom already established, it will obvi-
ously follow, that no lLteral reign of Christ per-
sonally, with his resuscitated saints personally, is
to be expected during the term of the predicted
tholisand years of blessedness. p. 474.
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2. The utmost, that can be supposed consistently with
the general tenor of prophecy, is the presence of
the divine glory or the fiery Shechinah in the ady-
tum of the restored temple at Jerusalem, as of old
it was present under the two former dispensations
Patriarclml.aml'chilicul. Certain predictions may
perhaps secem to indicate some such occurrence :
but the occurrence itself canmiot be antecedently
demonstrated. p. 475.

3. The spiritual nature of millefinian blessedness may
be illustrated and exemplified by the effeets ofsthe
partial cffusion of the Holy Ghost ul.)on the Primi-
tive Church. p. 476,

IV, The liberation of NSatan, and the formation and overthrow
of the confederacy of Gog and Magog. p. 478,

V. The third or lLiteral resurrection from the sca and from the
state of death and from the invisible world: the lteral
second advent of Chnist to judge both the quick and
the dead @ the Jeteral day of universal judgment,
when the ot of each individual is finally and irrevo-
cably determined. p. 479,

VI, The literal finad day of judgment can only be succeeded
by the felicity of heaven s a state, in whXh, accord-
mgly, it s swid, that thore shall be no more death ;
death, which had reigned through the Millennium,
having at length been annihilated (as the Apostle
teaches us) at, and not before, the lLteral day of uni-
versal judgment. p. 481,
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CHAPTER 1.

RESPECTING THE PROPER DIVISION (31*‘ THE LITTLE
OPEN BOOK.

St. Joun, having given the prophetic history of the
Saracens and the Turks whom he describes as two
great successive woes to the Roman Empire, and
having brought down the chronology of the larger
sealed book to the end of the second woe or to the
autumn of the year 1697, now returns to the colla-
teral history of the West during the period allotted
to the sounding of the fifth and sixth trumpets,
which (as we have scen) introduce the first and
second woes. In other words, he return% to the
year 604 or to the commencement of the latter
three times and a half: for the trumpet, which
called the Saracenic woe into action wherr the apos-
tates were now come to the full, introduced, at its
earliest blast, the fall of an eminent star from
heaven, or (in unfigured language) revealed the
man of sin in his character of the governing head '
and patron of the great demonolatrous Apostasy.
Thus returning to the collateral history of the
Western Empire froms the year 604, the Apostle,
by way of avoiding that confusion which could not
otherwise have been avoided, throws his whole pro-
B 2
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phetic account of the Papal Tyranny and Usurpa-
tion, during the ‘entire period of the latter 1260
years and undet all the three woe-trumpets, into a
sort of episode to his general series of predictions :
and this episode he terms a little book, appending
it as a codicil to his greater book of the Apocalypse.

The little book now before us, the contents of
which will be found in the eleventh and twelfth and
thirteenth and fourteenth chapters of the Revela-
tion according to the vulgar arrangement, naturally
divides itself into five sections : and these five sec-
tions, in point of chronology, all run parallel to

each other, relating severally, though with some
variety of circumstances, to the samé period and to
the same events; so as to form jointly a complete
history of the Papal Apostasy and of all the prin-
cipal actors and sufferers in it.

I. The first section of the little book gives an
account Of the treading down of the holy city, by
the Gentiles of the Apostasy, during the space of
42 prophetic months; of the mecasuring certain
faithful wershippers within the temple ; of the sack-
cloth prophesying of the two witnesses, during the
same period of 42 months expressed as 1260 days;
of the slaughter of those two witnesses by the beast

from the abyss; ‘of their lying dcad in the midst of
the great city during three prophetic days and a
half; of their revival at the end of those three days
and a half; of their ascent to heaven in a cloud ;
and of the earthquake, which ovperthrows the tenth
part of the great Roman city: it then declares, that
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the second woe has passed away: and it finally
announces the sounding of the seventh trumpet,
which introduces the third woe, and which brings
us down to the cnd of the latter 1260 years *.

In this section, we inay observe, the beast from
the abyss is barely mentioned : and no intimation is
given, either what this beast is, of by whose insti-
gation he acts, or whose ministershe is; the prophet
reserving thesc particulars for the two succeeding
sections.

II. The sccond scction of the little book opens to
us the whole mystery of iniquity, so far as its ori-
ginal mover is concerned *.

We there learn, that the depression of the true
Church of Christ, during a period of 1260 years, is
the contrivance of that old serpent the devil ; who
is represented under the image of a dragon with
seven heads and ten horns, in order to shew us by
the instrumentality of what visible carthlpagent he
was about to slay the two witnesses and to drive the
woman into the wilderness.

ITI. The third section of the little beok passes
from the master to the servant: for it brings us
acquainted with that minister of the dragon, who
had already been represented as the murderer of
the two witnesses °. ‘

It describes him under the symbol of a wild-
beast, emerging from the séa or from the' great

' Rev. xi.
* Rev. xii. o
* Rev. xii. 1—10,
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abyss, and having seven heads and ten horns; the
very heads and horns, which the dragon induces him
to use against the woman mentioned in the preced-
ing section ', )

IV. The fourth section of the little book teaches
us, by whose instigation, as a second cause, the
minister of the dragon; or the beast from the abyss,
is induced to take up arms against the woman and
the two witnesses °.

His instigator is another beast, quite distinct from
himself, though very intimately connected with
him : a beast, which comes up out of the earth or
the geographical platform of the Roman Empire;
which has two horns like a lamb; which speaks as
adragon ; and which exercises all the power of the
first beast before him, not in a hostile but in a
friendly manner, for he causes the whole earth
to worship his colleague and supporter the first
beast. .

V. The fifth section of the little book describes

! The sea and the abyss mean the same thing: and the
beast from the sea is-palpably the same Power as the beast from
the abyss. Compare Rev. xiil. 1, with Rev. xvii. 3, 8. The
Seventy commonly use the word &S3voooc to express the Hebrew
D11, which denotes the mighty abyss of oceanic waters : and
the classical writers employ the cognate words Gvsode and Bvfog
to describe the sea. Hence, as the seven-headed and ten-
horned beast is indifferently said to come up from the sea and
from the abyss, we may naturally conclude, that St. John uses
the latter word in the same sense ws the Seventy and the clas-
sical writers. _See Parkhurst’s Gr. Lexic, in voc. “Afvoaoc.

* Rev. xiii, 11—18,
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the internal state of the true Church during the
prevalence of the completed Apostasy *.

While pursuing this topic, it predicts the ulti-
mate universal preaching of the’everlasting Gospel,
as synchronising generally with the fall of the mys-
tic Babylon: and it divides those successive trou-
bles, which-take place at thie time of the end or
during the effusion of the seventh vial, into two
grand classes, the harvest and the vintage of God’s
wrath ; teaching us, that the winepress shall be.
trodden in a certain country, the space,of whlch
extends 1600 furlongs.

Having thus cleared the way by this prefatory
statement, I shall proceed to consider at large the
contents of the little open book, according as it
naturally divides itself into five parallel sections :
the vision of the two witnesses ; the vision of the
dragon and the woman; the vision of the ten-
horned beast from the sea ; the vision of,the two-
horned beast from the earth ; and the vision of the
Lamb with the hundred and forty and four thou-
sand saints.

' Rey, xiv,
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CHAPTER 11

RESPECTING THE FIRST SECTION OIF' THE LITTLLE OPEN
BOOK, OR THE VISION OF THE TWO WITNESSES.

Tue first, of the five parallel sections, into which
the little open book divides itself, comprehends the
vision of the two witnesses.
1. Of this vision, the first clause is couched in a
strain of symbolisation evidently borrowed from the
antecedent prophecies of Ezekiel and Zechariah .

And there was given to me a reed like unto a
rod: and the angel stood, saying ; Rise, and
measure, the temple of God and the altar and
them that worship therein. But the court, whick
15 without the temple, leave out, and measure it
not ; foriit 1§ given unto the Gentiles : and the
holy city shall ‘they tread under foot forty and
two months .

Ini this first clause of the prophecy, three parti-
.culars are set forth to be considered : the holy city,
viewed as comprehending the temple with its outer
court ;' certain persons denominated Gentiles, to

' See Ezek. x1. xli. xlii. Zechar. it, 1—5.
2 Rev.'xi. 1, 2. :
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whom the holy city and the outer court are given
up during an allotted period of 42 months; and
certain other persons, who are said to be measured
while the Gentiles are contradistinctively left un-
measured, and whp are described as faithfully wor-
shipping God within the precmcts of the temple.

1. The period, during which we are to look for
the accomplishment of the present vision, is ex-
pressly specified to be the famous pcrlod of those
three times and a half, which constitute the latter
moiety of the seven times. I'or the hoty city is to
be trodden down by the Gentiles during a term of
42 prophetic months : and 42 prophetic nionths
contain 1260 prophetic days: and 1260 prophetic
days are equivalent to three prophetic times and a
half or 1260 natural ycars.

Hence the holy city, here spoken of, cannot be
the litcral Jerusalem : because the treading down
of this holy city is limited to 1260 natu%al years ;
whercas the treading down of the literal Jerusalem
by the literal Gentiles has already continued more
than seventeen centuries '. But, if the holy city
here spoken of cannot be the literal Jerusalem, it
must of necessity be the mystical Jerusalem or the
visible Church of Christ lumtpd however (as the
subject of the entire little book is limited) to the
geographical platform of the Western Empiye.

2. This mystical holy city'is to be trodden under
foot Dy certain mystical Gentiles, as the literal holy

' Luke xxi. 24.
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city is trodden under foot by the literal Gentiles :
for, if the holy city, in the present vision, be mysti-
cal; the Gentiles, who tread it down, must no doubt
be mystical also.

Now the identical period, during which the mys-
tical holy city is trodden down by these mystical
Gentiles, is that period mentioned by Daniel, dur-
ing which the times and the laws and the saints
are. given into the hand of the Papal little horn.
Hence, the treading down of the holy city by the
Gentiles, and the oppression of the saints by the
Papal little horn, are througl sut synchronical.

The present clause declarcs, therefore, that the
visible Church of Christ in the Western Empire
should be trodden down by certain persons figura-
tively denominated Gentiles, during the same pe-
riod as that throughout which the times and the
laws and the saints arc given into the hand of the
Papal little horn.

Such being the case, the Gentiles, who tread
down the holy city, must plainly be the adherents
of that western little horn, who obtains and exer-
cises a synchronical sovercignty over the saints.
Consequently, if the western little horn be the Pa-
pacy, the adherents of that little horn must be the
adherents of the Papacy : for the whole of the little
book, as its contents abundantly shew, relates alto-
gether to the affairs of the western third part of
the Roman Empire ; that is, to say, the affairs of
the Latin Empire in the West.

The quesfion then is, On what account, or with
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what propriety, are the papalising Christians deno-
minated Gentiles or Pagans 2

To this question it is not difficult to give a satis-
factory answer. The adherents of the man of sin
are the main upholders of the great Apostasy : and
the great Apostasy itself conSISted in a lapse, from
the primitive simplicity of the Gospel to the ancient
demonolatrous Paganism of the Gentiles exhibited
under a new appellation and tricked out in a slightly
varied attire. Of ancient Paganism the basis was
the worship of the demon-gods or hero-zods : and
these personages were no other than the souls
of illustrious mortals, canonised after death. Of
the modern Apostasy in the Christian Church the
basis is the worship of a new race of demon-gods
or hero-gods, as they arc expressly styled by St.
Paul in his prophecy respecting this identical lapse
from the genuine Gospel®: and these personages,
like their predecessors of Greece and Rome and
Egypt, are the souls of illustrious mortals canonised
after their departure from this world. The resem-
blance, in short, is so strong between the ancient
and the modern Gentiles, that, as it has been cla-
borately pointed out by a great expositor, so it could
not fail to be noticed by a great historian ®. Mr.
Gibbon, simply stating a naked matter of fact, re-"

* Hesiod. Oper. et Dier. lib. i. vert 120—125. Cicer. Tusc.
Disp. lib.i. § 12, 13. Hor. Epist. lib. i. epist. 1. ver.5—12.
See my Origin of Pagan 1d8l. book i. chap. 1.

? 1 Tim. iv. 1—3.,

* See Mede’s Apost. of the Latter Times.
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marks, that ¢he Christians of the seventh century
had insensibly relapsed into a semblance of Pa-
ganism. Their public and private vows were
addressed to relics and images : the throne of
the Almighty was darkened by.a cloud of martyrs
and saints and angels, the objects of popular
veneration : and the collyridian heretics, like the
Romanists of the middle ages, invested the Virgin
Mary with the name and honours of a goddess’.

These Gentiles or paganising Christians of the
Apostasy,*who tread down the holy city or the
visible Church of the Western Empire during the
period of the latter 1260 years, are also permitted
to occupy the court that is without the temple:
and, in consequence of that circumstance, the Apos-
tle is directed to leave it out of his account of
God'’s faithful worshippers and to refrain from mea-
suring it.

For tlte right understanding of such imagery,
we must recollect, that, in the arrangement of the
literal temple of Jerusalem, the outer court was de-
nominatedethe court of the Gentiles ; because the
Gentile proselytes of the gate, as they were called,
were allowed only to worship within the precincts
of that court, while they were excluded from enter-
'ing into the inner court which was allotted to the
genuine Israelites : and the reason of their exclusion
was, because they remained uncircumcised and did
not embrace the whole Law of Moses.

< ¢
" Hist, of Decline, vol. ix. p. 261.
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Of this circumstance, the Apostle has, with divine
art, availed himself in the management of his hiero-
glyphical painting. The new Gentiles of the Chris-
tian Apostasy, who pollute the holy city by treading
it under foot, are. allowed to occupy the outer
court of the mystic temple, because they make an
cxternal profession of Christianity : but they are
excluded from the temple itself and from its two
inner courts, because they remain uncircumcised® in
heart and refuse to embrace the entire code of the
Gospel.

3. The same artful allusion to the Hebrew ritual
will easily enable us to ascertain the persons, who
are intended by the mecasured worshippers of God
at the altar and within the temple.

Under the Law, that sacred building was di-
vided into two apartments; the sanctuary or holy
place, and the penetral¢ or most holy place. Into
the first of these apartments the priestdiwere ad-
mitted : into the second no one entered save the
high-priest, and he only on the day of expiation.
The temple itself was surrounded by a cdurt, where
the altar of burnt offerings stood, and where the
priests and levites exercised their ministry. .This
court of the priests was surrounded by another
court; to which every Israelite, unless prevented
by legal impurity, had a right to be admitted : and,
when any of the people wished to offer up sacrifices,
they werc allowed tosbring their victims into the
inner court as far as'a certain line of separation,
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where they delivered them into the hand of the
officiating priest to be offered up on their behalf.
The whole was comprehended within a yet more
spacious outer court, allotted, as we have already
seen, to the gentile proselytes of the'gate.

Thus it appears, that the temple and its two inner
courts were appropriated to the house of Israel, as
divided into the hierarchy and the laity; the high-
priést himself standing preéminently apart from
every inferior priest and levite, and. enjoying the
exclusive privilege of entering into the holy of
holies or the very inmost penetralé itself.

Since, then, the worshippers of God at the altar
and within the temple were the whole congregation
of the literal Israel, as contradistinguished from
the gentile proselytes of the gate: the measured
worshippers of God at the mystic altar and within
the mystic temple must plainly be the whole con-
gregation of the mystic Israel, as contradistin-
guished from . those mystic Gentiles to whom was
given up the outer court. But the mystic Gentiles
of the outer court are the subjects of the little
Roman horn or the paganising adherents of the
great demonolatrous Apostasy. Therefore the mys-
tic Israelites, who worship God at the altar and
within the temple, must undoubtedly be the whole
congregation of the faithful throughout the Western
Empire, who refused to pollute themselves with the
modern gentile adoration of saints and images.
These are uufeignedly subject to the rule of Christ,

2
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the great mystic high-priest of their profession :
these look for salvation through him alone : these
are circumcised in heart : thesg cheerfully embrace
the whole code of the Gospel : these, agreeably to
their position in the hieroglyphical painting, con-
stitute a Church within a Chyrch, g faithful Church
within an unfaithful Church. In short, these are
the whole collective body of sirfcere worshippers,
who live, at this time or at that time throughdut
the whole period of the latter 1260 years, in this
country or in that country throughout‘the whole
platform of the Western Empire.

These faithful worshippers, in’ the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation, are said to be
measured with a measuring rod; while the Gentiles
of the outer court are left unmeasured.

The measuring of the servants of God is equi-
valent to what is elsewhere termed sealing them®.
Each phrase alike denotes the taking an account of
them : and it involves also the necessary idea of a
separation ; that is to say, a separation of the sealed
from the unsealed, of the measurgd froln the un-
measured. The measured worshippers of God,
during the latter three times and a half, keep up
the spiritual succession of the - faithful from the
sealed worshippers of God previous to the com-
mencement of that period. , Now, as we. have
already found, the scaling of God’s worshippers
under the sixth apocalyptic seal took place in the

Rev, vii. 3.
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reign of Constantine: for, whén the Emperor openly
declared himself a convert to the Gospel, when
Christianity became_the cstablished religion of the
court and the Empire, and when the visible Church
degenerated into secularity and superstition ; then
first, by the secession of the pious from a commu-
nity which they’ could no longer deem the chaste
spouse of Christ, was drawn a broad line of demar-
caiion, between spiritual believers who abhorred the
rapidly 1ncreasmrr demonolatry of the age, and
secular believers who patronised and promoted it *.
Hence, the sealed worshippers of God before the
commencement of the latter 1260 years, and the
" measured worshippers of God after the commence-
ment of that period, jointly constitute (though, in
the cage of the measured worshippers, with a special
reference to the Western Empire) the great col-
lective body of the faithful, the recal Isracl of the
‘Lord, from the days of Constantine, down to the
expiration of the grand calendarian term of seven
prophetic times ®.

%

' See above book'iv. chap. 3. § 1. 2. (1.) and compare book iii.
chap. 2. §1V. 2. (3.)

2 Compare Rev. vii, 3—8, with Rev. xi, 1. and Rev. xiv. 1 —35.
Mr. Mede, and those writers who have followed him, would make
the times of the mcasured temple and altar and worshippers
chronglogically precede the times of the unmcasured court
without the temple and Jf the holy city during its conculcation
by the Gentiles: for they suppose the former times to be the
times of the primitive Church, while they necessarily make the
latter times t& be the times of the great Apostasy. DBut such an
arrangement strikes me, as being irreconcileable with the plain
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II. The second clause of the vision describes the
character of two very remarkable agents, denomi-
nated the two witnesses of Christ.

And I will give power unto ‘my two witnesses :
and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred
and threescore days clothed with sackcloth.
These are the two olive-trees’ and he two candle~
sticks, standing before the God of the earth.
And, if any man wishes to injure them, fire pro-
ceedeth out of their mouth, and devoltreth their
enemies : and, if any man will hurt them, he must
in this manner be killed. These have power to
shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their
prophecy : and they have power over the waters

and obvious purport of the vision. The act of measuring, at the
commencement of the 1260 days draws a broad line of distinc-
tion, between the temple and the altar and the spiritual wor-
shippers on the one hand, and the outer court and the Gentiles
on the other hand. Plainly, thercfore, hencefort!, the two
typified classes of individuals stand separated from and opposed
to each other : and, as such, I see not, how we can consistently
view them, save as contemporaries.

The forcible arrangement of Mr. Mede (for I am constrained
to deem it a force upon the text) evidently sprang from the ne-
cessary requirement of his general hypothesis, that the sealed
book throughout treats of the affairs of the state, and that the
open book throughout synchronically trcats of the affairs of the
Church. Having adopted this system, which rests (I think)
upon no sufficient evidence, he fognd himself compolled to
make the vision of the two witnesses commence from the apos-
tolic age: and the only possible mode of effecting this was to

adopt the arrangement, which I have ventured to designate as
L]
Sorcible.

VoL, 1. C
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to turn them to blood, and power to smite the
earth with every plague as often as they will’.

Such is the character of the two witnesses : our
present business is'to explain and apply the several
particulars, which are here predicted.

1. St.John has recently told us, that the Gen-
tiles of the Apéstasy are to tread the holy city under
foot during the space of 42 prophetic months: he
ngw tells us, that the two witnesses of God are to
minister in sackcloth during the space of 1260
prophetic days. But 42 months and 1260 days
express one and the same period. Therefore the
treading down of the holy city by the Gentiles, and
the sackcloth-ministration of the two witnesses, are
‘synchronical.

Now the 1260 prophetic days, here alluded to,
“rommenced, as we have seen, in the year 604, when
the times and the laws and the saints were given
into the hand of the Papal little horn, when the
Apostasy was completed by the revelation of the
man of sin, and immediately before the kingdom of
fierce countenance or the Mohammedan little horn
stood up in the East: whence, according to such
anarrangement, they will terminate in the year 1864.

But, if this be the proper chronological arrange-
ment of the 1260 prophetic days, then the period,
comprehended between the years 604 and 1864,
must ‘be the period during which the two witnesses
exercise their sackcloth-ministration. Here, there-

! Rev. xi. 3—6.
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fore, we must look out for the agents intended by
the two witnesses. :

2. Such an inquiry, however, cannot be satisfac-
torily prosecuted, unlesswe can ascertain the pre-
cise idea which we ought to annex to the agents
themselves. What does the prophet mean, ab-
stractedly, by the two witnesses ?

St. John does not leave .us to answer this ques-
tion by mere random conjecture : he himself sup-
plies us with the true interpretation Jf his own
phraseology. The two witnesses, he tells us, are
the two olive-trees and the two candlesticks, which
stand before the God of the earth.

Wge may observe, that the imagery here employed
is still borrowed from the temple of Jerusalem, not
only with strict poetical decorum and concinnity,
but for the pyrpose also of specifically teaching us
where we are to look for the two witnesses.

David informs us, that olive-trees were cultivated
within the house of God, probably after the same
manner as plants are introduced into a green-
house : and we may collect from Zechayiah, that
the number of these trees was limited to two'.
There was also in the temple a golden candlestick,
which Zechariah, like St. John, associates with the
two olive-trees : and it is observable, that the pro-
phet under the Law, no less than the prophet
under the Gospel, employs the furniture in ques-
tion as the mystic vehigle of some recondite infor-

\d 4
Psalm lii. 8. Zechar. iv, 3, 11, 12,
c 2
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mation’. Thus plainly is the present imagery bor-
rowed from the furniture of the temple.

If, then, the two witnesses be respectively the
two olive-trees and the two candlesticks; when we
have ascertained the import of those two symbols,
we shall of course know in the abstract what idea
we ought to attach to the two witnesses: and,
since the two literal olive-trees and the literal
geolden candlestick were placed in the literal tem-
ple; the two witnesses, represented by them, must
obviously. be sought within the precincts of the
mystical temple.

Now an olive-tree and a candlestick are equally
symbols of a Church: for we learn the proper in-
terpretation of the former from Jeremiah and St.
Paul, while the apocalyptic prophet himself gives
us the true exposition of the latter *. , Since, there-

! Zechar. iv, 2, 11, 13, 14,

? Jerem, xi. 16. Rom. xi. 7—26. Rev. i. 12,13, 20. Dr.
Stonard, in his Commentary on Zechar. xiv, rightly pronounces
an olive-tree and a candlestick to be each the symbol of a
Church.

Of the propriety of this exposition of the symbols, there can,
I think, be no doubt. St. John has borrowed his hicroglyphi-
cal machinery from the vision of Zechariah ; and, in each pro-
phecy alike, as congruity required, the olive-tree and the can-
dlestick bear the same abstract signification.

It forms no part of my present plan to discuss the prediction
of Zechariah: and very probably Dr. Stonard may be right in
his applicatory exposition of it. ¥ may, therefore, content my-
self with remarking, that, while, in the concrete, two entirely
different duads of Churches may possibly form the respective
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fore, an olive-tree and a candlestick are severally
the hieroglyphic of a Church, and since the two
witnesses are declared to be two, olive-trees and two
candlesticks ; it will plainly follow, that the two
witnesses can only be two Churches: and again,
since the twa olive-trees and the two candlesticks,
alluded to in the imagery of the present vision, are

subjects of the two symbolically cognate visions of Zecharith
and St. John; yet, n the abstract, Churches, and Churches
only, are the matters respectively treated of by the two prophets,
For, though, on the well established principles of hieroglyphical
imagery, a prophet is not at liberty to assign any other sense to
an olive-tree and a candlestick, than that of a Church; yet he
may fteely employ those symbols to represent any Church,
which may be the special and definite subject of his prediction.
The abstract import of the symbols is fixed and precise : the
concrete application of them is open and unlimited.

I have insisted the more largely upon this point, because
some very fanciful misapprehensions have been entertained re-
specting the nature and character of the two apocalyptic wite
nesses.

Thus, to deem them the two individual prophets Enoch and
Elijah reappearing upon earth during the reign of a personal
Antichrist of the tribe of Dan, which is the prevalent interpreta-
tion among the commentators of the Roman Church; or to iden-
tify them with the Old Testament and the New Testament,
which has been the humour of some unskilful protestant expo-
sitors : to adopt either of thesc crude speculations is to make
strange wild work with the symbolical language of prophecy.

In the abstract, the two apocalyptic witnesses can only be
two Churches : what two particular Churches they may be in
the concrete, is another quest’lon. On the latter point, com-
mentators are at liberty to differ: on the formej point, they
enjoy no such liberty.
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the olive-trees and the candlesticks of the literal
temple ; the two Churches, which they represent,
must be sought within the precincts of the mystic
temple or among that collective body of sincere
worshippers who are placed in opposition to the
unmeasured gentilising Christians of the Apos-
tasy.

3. Having thds determined in the abstract the
pérticular idea which we ought to entertain of the
two witnesses, namely, that they are two Churches;
we have hext to inquire, in the concrete, what two
Churches are specifically alluded to, as performing
the ‘actions, and as undergoing the troubles, of the
two ecclesiastical witnesses.

(1.) From the prediction before us we learn,
that, throughout the entire period of the latter
1260 years, while the outer court and the holy city
were trodden down of the Gentiles, there should
always be a considerable body of measured or faith-
ful worshippers within the precincts of the allego-
rical temple, and that two whole Churches should
be eminent and remarkable for synchronically pro-
phesying in sackcloth and for bearing their testi-
mony to the truth with a sound and enlightened
conscience.

Now these two Churches are to be sought for
within the precincts of the allegorical temple, no
less than the collective body of the measured wor-
shippers; for they are symbolised by the two olive-
trees and the golden candlestick which were within
the precincts of the literal temple.  But the mea-
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sured worshippers are plainly the whole collective
body of the faithful throughout the Western Ro-
man Empire, during the allotted period of the latter
1260 years; being no other than the spiritual Is-
rael of God, though with a geographical limitation
to the Western Empire, the successors and conti-
nuators of those who are ﬁgﬁrative‘ly said to have
been sealed out of all the twelve tribes during the
period of the sixth seal and in the reign of Con-
stantine. Hence the two Churches must be two
distinct ecclesiastical communities, taken out of the
great collective body of the measured worshippers,
which should, eminently and in their corporate*ca-
pacity as Churches, bear their testimony, though
in a depressed and persecuted condition, through-
out the entire period of the latter 1260 years.

What, then, are the two distinct Churches, which
answer to this description? Where are we to find
two Churches or two ecclesiastical commtunities,
which, standing upon the geographical platform of
the Western Roman Empire, have testified against
the demonolatrous Apostasy, not at tlzzs time or at
that time merely, like many individuals before the
Reformation and like various national Churches
after it, but wnintermittingly during the whole
period of the latter 1260 years?

To this question I reply, that exactly two
Churches, and only two Churches, can be found '
which correspond with ,such a description: the
Church of the Vallenses and the Church of the Al-
bigenses.
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(2.) The origin of these two venerable Churches
is buried in the most remote antiquity.

Misled, partly by an inversion of etymology, and
partly by the circumstance of the Albigenses having
taken refuge in the Alps after they had been dis-
lodged from the south of France by the crusade of
Simon de Montfort, Thuanus and others have sup-
posed, that the Church of the Vallenses or (as the
word was sometimes expressed) Valdenses derived
its name 'from its alleged founder Peter Valdo of
Lyons, who flourished in the twelfth century®. But,
in truth, as it is well remarked by Leger, Peter of
Lyons, instead of communicating, himself borrowed
his descriptive appellation of le Vaudois or the
Valdo from the already existing and much more
ancient Church of the Vallenses ; while the Vallen-
ses or Valdenses or Vaudois obviously received tkeir
name from the well known fact of their having im-
memortally inhabited the valleys of Piedmont ®.

' Thuan. Hist. lib. vi. § 16. vol, i. p. 221.

? Leger’s Hist. des Vaud. p. 16,41. This opinion is inciden-
tally, though strongly, corrobated by the language of the Noble
Lesson.

From that curious and venerable document we learn, that, in
the twelfth century, or about the precise time when Peter of
Lyons flourished, if any person were somewhat more strict than
his neighbours in the profession and practice of religion, he was
immediately called @ Vaudés. La Nobla Leycon, cited by Allix
on the Church of Piedm. chap. xviii. p. 178.

The name, we see, was familiatly used as a term of reproach :
Just as, in the primitive times, the word, Christian was similarly
cnployed by the Pagans. Any person, remarkable for his
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That neither.the Vallensic nor the Albigensic
Churches could have been founded by Peter of
Lyons is fully established by the unanimous testi-
mony to their high antiquity which is borne even by
writers of the twelfth dnd thirteenth centuries.

The first evidence, which I shall adduce, is the
official testimony of an Induisitot, now or lately

piety, was forthwith denominated @ Vaudés ora Valdensis :jand
the annexation of the name marked him out as a fit subject for
vulgar hatred and ecclesiastical persecution. If, then, the term
was thus familiarly applied to any good man; we may be mo-
rally sure, that so eminent and conspicuous a character as Peter

would not escape the dreaded opprobrium. Peter of ‘Lyons,
accordingly, has been handed down to posterity, under what
was deemed the peculiarly reproachful appellation of Peter the
Valdo.

In fact, so little did the old Vallenses dream of having re-
ceived their name from this holy man, that, at least as early as
the year 1212, they themselves derived it, in point of etymology,
from the word Vallis, ‘The appellation, indeed,s they spéri-
tualised, if I may use the expression ; for, according to the tes-
timony of Ebrard of Bethune who wrote in that year, they
called themselves Vallenses, because they abode in the valley of
tears; Vallenses se appellant, eo quod jn valle*lachrymarum
maneant. Ebrard. Bath. Antiheer. c. xxv: but still they de-
rived their title, not from the name of Peter of Lyons who had
then been dead only about twenty years, but from the word
Vallis or Valley ; and, when we recollect the peculiar locality
of their ancient settlement, however naturally this persecuted
race might be disposed to spiritualise their name with a refer-
ence to their circumstances, we can scarcely doubt that they
really borrowed it, accordjng to the just remark of their own
historian Leger, from the long occupied literal valleys of Pied-
mont.
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preserved in the public library of the University of
Cambridge.

This person states, that, when in the thirteenth
century the Albigenses were driven by the crusae
ders from the south of France, they fled to the
valleys of the Alps. Here they joined themselves
to a community professing the same religious senti-
ments as their own: which community is described
by the Inquisitor, as having then existed, in the
Piedmontesc valleys of the diocese of Turin, FRoM A
PERIOD FAR BEYOND THE MEMORY OF MAN .

The community in question is clearly the Church
of the Vallenses. But, if this community had been
founded by Valdo in the twelfth century only about
seventy. or eighty years before the junction of the
two Churches in the thirteenth century, certainly
the Inquisitor could not have described it as reach-
ing back to a period of deep and unknown anti-
quity. 'The testimony, therefore, of the Inquisitor,
fully establishes the fact, that the Vallenses had
smmemorially existed as a Church even in the
thirteenth century, and consequently that Peter
Valdo could not have been their founder so recently
as the latter part of the twelfth century : for Peter
Valdo flourished from about the year 1160 to about
the year 1180; and yet a Church, said to have beén’
founded by him, is described by an ancient Inquisi-
tor, as having already, in the earlier part of the

! Script..Inquis. anon. de Valdens. ex M.S. cod. G. Cantab.
cited by Allix on the Church, of Piedm, p. 325. Oxon.
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thirteenth century, existed from a period far beyond
the memory of man.

"It is true, that the Inquisitor imagines the name
¥aldenses to have been derived from the name of
Peter Valdo : but.theh he ascribes this name, thus
derived, not to the ancient Church in Piedmont,
but to those of the Albigenses, who joined them-
selves to that Church when they had been expelled
from the south of France by the crusaders of Singon
de Montfort. In such a derivation, however, he is
evinced, by chronology itself, to be mistaken. The
constant opposition of the Vallenses to the Church
of Rome had made them notorious, under this pre-
cise appellation, even in the earliest part of the
twelfth century. Hence it is quite clear, that the
name could not have been borrowed from Valdo:
becausc, on the most liberal computation, he did
not commence his Christian labours anterior to the
year 1160 .

! See Arnaud’s Glorious Recovery, chap. i. p. 2. edited by
Mr. Acland. The truth slips out even in the Inquisitor’s own
account. He tells us, that the name of Valdenses was borrowed
from Valdo: but then he speaks of Valdd himself having taken
up his abode in the Val Graat. It was from his occasional
sojoum in the Valleys of Piedmont, and from his intercourse:

lth the ancient Vallenses, that he himself borrowed his own
name : and, when once the title of le Ve audois had been given to’
himself, his religious associates at Lyons, who were a branch of'
the Albigenses, would obviously be called les Vaudois. The
namc, however, in the first instance, was certainly imported from
the Valleys of Piedmont ifito the town and neighbourhood of
Lyons : for in those Valleys it had already exis}ed long before

the commencement of Valdo’s ministry.
D]

o
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My next collection of testimonies respects the
Church of the Albigenses prior to its final junction
with that of the Vallenses : and it goes distinctly to
prove the fact, that Valdo was no more the founder
of the one Church than of the other *.

Valdo, as I have just remarked, is said to have
flourished, as an'active opponent to the doctrines of
Rome, from about the year 1160 to about the year
1180. Now the fourth canon of the Council of
Tours, whith was holden in the year 1163 or pre-
cisely at the time when Valdo’s exertions were only
commencing, expressly declares the then well known
high antiquity of the Albigenses. In the parts of
.T/zoulouse, says this canon, e dammable heresy
LONG SINCE sprang up, whick, gradually spread-
ing itself like a cancer to the neighbouring places,

! The above-mentioned Inquisitor represents Valdo, as the
founder, not of the Vallensic church of Piedmont (which he
states, in the way of a public and notorious fact, to have existed,
in its alleged heretical state, from a time beyond the memory of
man ), but of the Albigensic Church of the south of France, the
members of which he describes as being vulgarly called Valden-
ses from their assertea founder Valdo.

Ad causam eorum pauperum de Lugduno, quos vulgus Val-
denses appellat, dictos a Valdeo, cive Lugdunensi, in loco dicto
vulgariter Pa! Grant moram faciente ; quihomodives hmresiam?i’af
‘primus heeresis secte Valdensium inventor fuit. Seript. Inquis.
anon. ut supra.

My collection of authorities will be found to prove, that the
Albigenses of the south of France had existed as a Church long
before Valdo was born. Whence, 01 course, it will follow, that
Valdo, though an eminent and conspicugus member of their
Church could not have been its founder.
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kas mow infected very many persons through
Gascony and other provinces'. From this decla-
ration it inevitably follows, that the Church of the
Albigenses could not have been founded by Valdo :
for, since the career of Valdo commenced about the
year 1160, and since the Council of Tours sat in
the year 1163; it is manifest, that the Council
could not have described the Albigenses as having
sprung up LONG AGo, had their own contemporsry
Valdo himself been the acknowledged recent founder
of that Church.

If we descend a few years later, we shall find
the same unvarying testimony borne to the *high
antiquity of the Church of the Albigenses.

The Archbishop of Narbonne, in his letter to the
King of Arragon written in the year 1213, bitterly
laments the prevalence of that heretical pest ; but
confesses, at the same time, that it had been sown
FROM REMOTE ANTIQUITY ®. This prelateswrote to
his royal correspondent only thirty four years at

' Ut cuncti Albigensium heereticorum consortjum fugiant,
In partibus Tolosee damnanda haeresis ptpum emersit, quae
paulatim more cancri ad vicina loca se diffundens, per Guasco-
niam et alias provincias, quamplurimos jam infecit. Concil.
Tyron. can. iv. Labb. Concil. vol. x. p. 1419.

#* Cum enim in partibus istis pestis heeretica, ANTIQUITUS
seminata, nostris partibus usque adeo succrevisset, quod cultus
divinus ibidem haberetur omnino in dpprobrium et derisum :—
factum est, ut,—in parte maxima destructis adversitatibus et
erroribus universis, terra, puun a cultoribus horum dogmatum
concuita, demum divigo cultui assuescat. Lgbb. .Concil. vol. xi.
par. 1. p. 86.



30 THE SACRED CALENDAR TBook v.

the utmost, perhaps less than thirty four years, after
the death of Valdo : and yet we find him ascribing
a very high antiquity to a Church, which was lo-
eally situated in his own immediate province, and
with the familiar duration of which he could not
but have been well acquainted. If the whole coun-
try knew that Church to have been founded by
Valdo, it is utterly impossible that such language
could ever have been employed by the Archblshop
of Narbonne.

To the same purpose speaks also Louis IX of
France, in his letter to the citizens of Narbonne,
written in the year 1228, or fifteen years after the
date of the last cited letter of the Archbishop to
the King of Arragon. This canonised sovereign
promises, that he will do his utmost to punish and
to extirpate the heretics who had greatly multi-
plied in the southern parts of France: and, in per-
fect accovdance with the Council of Tours and the
Archbishop of Narbonne, he describes those here-
tics, as having now poured forth their venom pur-
ING A LONG PERIOD OF TIME .

From such concurrent testimonies, nothing, I
think, can be more demonstratively certain, than

! Quia heeretici LONGO TEMPORE virus suum in vestris par-
tibus effuderunt, Ecclesiam matrem nostram multipliciter macu-
lantes ;*ad ipsorum extirpstionem statuimus, quod heeretici, qui
a fide catholica deviant, quocunque nomine censeantur, postquam
fuerint de heeresi per episcopum loct, vel per aliam ecclesiasticam
personam que potestatem habeat, condemnati, indilaté animad-
versione debita puniantur. Labb. Concil. vol. xi. par. 1. p. 423.
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the high antiquity of the Albigensic Church even
during the ministry of Peter Valdo himself.
Whence, by the very necessity of chronology, it
plainly follows, that that holy man, however active
and useful in his gene'ration, could not have heen
its founder.

My third testimony is that of "the Inqumtor-
General Reinerius Saccho, once himself a Vallen-~
sian, and afterward an apostatic persecutor of his
former brethren : and this testimony, *which was
given in the middle of the thirteenth century subse-
quent to the final union of the two Churches in the
valleys of Piedmont, relates, I apprehend, to the
joint antiquity of them both.

Reinerius, the apostate persecutor in question,
who could not but have been well acquainted with
the history of his former associates, and who as an
Inquisitor-General could have had no possible object
in aseribing to them a fictitious diuturnity, states
expressly, that one of the three causes, which ren-
dered the Vallenses more dangerous to the Church
of Rome than any other sect, was THEIR MUCH
HIGHER DEGREE OF ANTIQUITY . :

Now Reinerius flourished not more than about
seventy or eighty years after the time of Peter Valdo.
Hence, both from that circumstance and from the
circumstance of having been once himself a Val-
lensian, the renegade must have known to a cer~’

! Prima est, quia EsT DPUTURNIOR: aliqui enim dicunt,
quod duraverit a temppre Sylvestri ; aliqui, a tempore Aposto-
lorum. Reiner. cont. heeret. c. iv. p. 54.
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tainty, whether Valdo was, or was not, the founder
of the Valdensic Churches. Such being the case,
if Valdo were indeed their founder, Reinerius could
not possibly have described the Valdenses, as being
more dangerous to the Church of Rome than any
other sect on the specific ground of their higher
antiquity : for ‘it were absurd to talk of the high
antiquity of a sect, an antiquity confessedly supe-
rior to that of any other known sect; if, all the
while, this sect had not been in existence more than
about seventy or eighty years, and if every person
were fully aware that it had been founded by Peter
- Valdo of Lyons. Yet this is the language em-
ployed by Reinerius. Therefore, I think, it indis-
putably follows, that Peter Valdo could not have
been the founder of the united Churches of the
Vallenses and the Albigenses.

The evidence, which I have now adduced, dis-
tinctly proves, not only that the Vallenses and the
Albigenses existed anterior to Peter of Lyons; but
likewise that, at the time of his appearance in the
latter end of the twelfth century, they were already
considered as two communities of VERY HIGH AN-
riquiTy. Hence it follows, that, even in the twelfth
and thirteenth centuries, the Vallensic and the Al-
bigensic Churches were so ancient, that their remote
commencement was placed, by their inquisitive
enemies themselves, far BEYOND THE MEMORY OF MAN.
The best-informed Romanjsts of that period pre-
tended not to affix any certain date to their origin-
ation. They were unable to pitch upon any specific
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time, when these venerable Churches existed not.
All, that they certainly knew, was, that they had
Slourished long since, that they were far more
ancient than any mere modern sects, that they had
visibly existed from @ time beyond the utmost
memory of man.

This, then, is the important fact,swhich has now
been ascertained : and its obvioug consequence is,
that no account or theory of the rise of the two
Churches, which contradicts our well asccrtalned
fact, can for a moment be admitted .

! Archbishop Usher thinks, that the Albigenses of Fyance
were originally a scion from the Vallenses of Piedmont : and,
in support of his opinion, he adduces the authorities of Popli-
niere, Pilichdorf, and Thuanus ; who state, as an historical fact,
that the Albigenses owe their origin to the Vallenses.

This, very possibly, may be true: but, if the Albigenses, in
the first instance, were a scion of the Vallenscs, they must have
branched out from them many ages anterior to the twclfth cen-
tury ; for, even in that century, they are said by the Council of
Tours, to have Long sincE (dudum) existed in the regions of
Thoulouse.

The fact is, the Vallenses and the Albigenses seem, from first
to last, if we may so speak, to have been two and yet onc: two
witnesses bearing their testimony with one mouth (Rev. xi. 5.)
and the single golden candlestick of the temple multiplying it~
self into two candlesticks. If, as Usher thinks, the Albigenses
became a distinct Church by branching out from the Vallenses;
the two finally became one, when the Albigenses, expelled from
France by the crusaders in the thirtelnth century, joined and
were absorbed by their ancnent parent Church in Piedmont.
The witnesses are two: but’ their testimony, whether they be
ecclesiastically distince or ecclesiastically combingd, is still one.

VOL. IIlL. D
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Now, since the Romanists are constrained to
acknowledge their own ignorance in regard to the
origin of the two Churches ; and since those among
them, who had the best means of information, will
only venture to say, that these heretical communities
had, in the twelfth century, already existed from a
period far beyond the memory of man: I see not
what more unexcgptionable testimony we can resort
to, than that of the two ancient Churches themselves.

They, then, constantly asserted, we are told,
from the twelfth century down to the sixteenth,
that, when the Emperor Constantine, in the days
of Pope Sylvester, corrupted the Church by the
magnitude of his donations, one of the companions
of that prelate, anticipating the apostasy of which
he then beheld the commencement, withdrew him-
self from the communion of the Roman Pontiff.
He was joined by several persons, who held the
same primitive sentiments as himself, and who
wished to preserve unspotted the purity of the early
Church. These pious men formed henceforth a
separate society, out of which sprang the two
Churches of the Vallenses in Piedmont and of the
Albigenses in France. In a state of voluntary po-
verty and depression, their object was to preserve
the simplicity of the apostolic faith : and the con-
stant doctrine, both of themselves and of their suc-
cessolrs, was ; that #e true Church éf Christ no
longer existed in the persons of Pope Sylvester
and his adherents, but that from his time or Jrom
the earlier part of the fourth céntury the genuine
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succession of the sincere Church (against whick
Clirist had promised that the gates of kell should
never prevail) had been preserved only among
themselves'. Agreeably to such an opinion, they

! Their holding this opinion will readily account for the ca-
lumny of their enemies, that they maintaingd, contrary to the
promise of Christ, that the Church might altogether fail and
become extinct.

Instead of feaching any such doctrine, they expressly rejecfed
it, with various other tenets falsely ascribed to thens, as heretical
and damnable. See Acland’s Compend. of the %Iist. of the
Vaud. p. cxix. prefixed to Arnaud’s Glorious Recovery.
 What they taught was, that Rome had ceased to be the true
Church, and that the line of genuine succession was preserbed in
their own Society. It was on this principle, that they justly
refused to style their Church a reformed Church. Other
Churches, by the light of Scripture, had found it nccessary to
retrace their steps and to seek again the old paths: but they,
from the very first, had held primitive truth unchanged and
uncorrupted.

That their religion is as primitive as their name i® venerable,
says the celebrated Henri Arnaud, is attested even by their ad-
versaries— Neither has their Church been ever reformed : whence
arises its title of Evangelic. The Vaudois are, in fact, de-
scended from those refugees from Italy, who, after St. Paul
had therepreached the Gospel, abandoned their beautiful coun-
try, and fled, like the woman mentioned in the Apocalypse, to
these wild mountains, where they have to this day handed down
the Gospel from father to son in the same purity and simplicity
as it was preached by St. Paul. Pref. to Glorious Recov.
p. xiii, xiv. . . i

Precisely the same claim of unbroken and uncorrupted de-
scent from the apostolic age was preferred by the Churches of
Piedmont, in their short confession of faith, published on occa-

sion of the bloody massacres, perpetrated amowt; them by the

D 2
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contended, that the cross, that is to say, the supersti-

tious and idolatrous use of the cross, is the mark of

the apocalyptic wild-beast and the abomination -
standing in the holy place : and they additionally

maintained, that Sylvester was the Antichrist, the

son of perdition, who is forctold in the Epistles of

St. Paul as extblling himself above every thing that

is called God ™. «

JInall its grand cutlines, I can perceive no reason
why we should reject this narrative : for it fully ac-
cords, both with the acknowledged fact of the re-
mote antiquity of the Vallenses, and with the inva-
riable habits and sentiments which they ever adopted
and expressed®.  The Romanists themselves confess

j)apalists in the year 1655. At the close of it, they say: We
are ready to sign this divine truth with our blood, as our an-
cestors have done ever since the time of the Apostles, and more
especially in the latter ages. Acland’s Compend. p. cxvii.

! Reiner. cont. heeret, c. iv, v. Pilichdorf. cont. Valdens.
¢, iv. p. 779, Fragment. Pilich. p. 815, 816. Scissel. Tract.
adv. Vald. fol. 5, cited by Bossuct. Script. Vetust. apud
d’Acher. Spic. vol. xiii. cited by Allix.

* I am aware, that the Bishop of Meaux wishes to treat the
narrative as a fable :" but I can discover no reason save the very
obvious one, that, if true, it at once destroys his favourite argu-
ment against the doctrines of Protestantism ; namely, that whick
rests upon the alleged want of an unbroken ecclesiastical suc-
cession. Now this succession will have been preserved by the
two ancient Churches of the Vallenses and the Albigenses, if,
as they ‘themselves invarially maintain, they derived their origin
from the Apostles, and if, since the time of Pope Sylvester, they
have existed in a regularly organited form, though scparated
from the corrupt Churches of the Eastern, and the Western Pa-
triarchates.  Sce Hist. des Variat. livr. xi. § 124. In the twelfth
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the prevalence of the narrative in question, from
the twelfth century down to the sixteenth : and, as
we posscss not the slightest proof that it originated
in the twelfth century, we shall not easily account
for its general and constant admission by the ancient
Churches, except on the natpral principle that it
had been regularly handed down from the very time.
of their commencement. Hence, ‘In all its grand
outlines, I scruple not to receive the narrative now
before us. The founder, indeed, of thc Vallensic
Churches, or rather, to specak more properly, the
author of their secession from the now rapidly de-
clining Church-General, may very possibly have
never been a companion of Pope Sylvester : and I
think it indisputable, that the allegation of his bear-
ing the name of Leon, which in the sixteenth century
is said to have formed a part of the narrative, is a
modern figment, superadded by the vulgar for the
evident purpose of accounting for the appellation
of Leonists, which in the time of Reinarius was
borne by the united Vallenses and Albigenses, and
which has clearly been borrowed from the town of
Lyons. But these matters are mere supplemental
excrescences, which, without affecting the general
purport of the narrative, may be admitted or re-
jected at pleasure. The naked unadorned fact,
which I am willing, in short, to .receive, is this.,

and thirteenth centuries it was confessed, that they had cven
then existed from a period far beyond the memory of man: and
they themselves declare that they became a separate society in
the earlier half of the fourth century.
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In the time of Pope Sylvester, when an already
declining Church was rendered yet more corrupt by
the donations of the first Christian Emperor Con-
stantine, the simple and uncontaminated inhabitants
of the Alpine valleys of Dauphiny and Piedmont,
offended by the innovating superstition of the age,
and disgusted (as the narrative states) at the ava-
ricious secularity of Sylvester, quietly and unob-
sérvedly, .in their mountain fastnesses, withdrew
themselves from the communion of a Church, which
they deemed apostatic, and in the already gorgeous
head of which they recognised the predicted features
of St. Paul’s man of sin.

This, from the evidence before me, I take to
have been the naked fact : and thus were these two
Churches prepared for their office of witnessing
against corrupt superstition, from the completion of
the Apostasy in the year 604 *.

! The fact, for which I contend, perfectly accords with the
general character of mountaineers.

When, in the eighth century, the Roman world had fallen
into the miserable superstition of image-worship, the person,
who strenuously opposed this odious and unscriptural corrup-
tion, was the Emperor Leo Isauricus. In his unsophisticated
native mountains, the practice had *as yet obtained no foot-
ing : and Leo, at Constantinople, was shocked and surprised to

- find a system of idolatry, so utterly unlike that primitive and
simple form of Christianity to which he and his fathers had been
accustomed. ‘

Such were the natural feeliugs‘of this Iconoclastic sovercign.
Now, unless, I greatly mistake, the unchanging character of the
sccluded Alpine mountaineers, is faithfully reflected in the simi-
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(8.) The continuance of their career was agree-
able to its commencement.

Their original seats were the yalleys of Dauphiny
and Piedmont : but, as if by way of preparing for
their predicted simultancous slaughter, while the
Vallenses still remained in the primeval habitations
of their fathers; the remnant of the Albigenses
were, in the thirteenth century, ‘compelled by the
crusaders to emigrate from the land of their dn-
cestors. Thus circumstanced, they sought refuge,
as we learn from the direct testimony of ah ancient
contemporancous Inquisitor, among their Vallensic
brethren: and thus the two Churches became ferri-
torially and ecclesiastically united, so that the one
could not be extirpated without the other *.

larly unchanging character of the mountainecrs of Isauria. The
inhabitants of the richer provinces of the Roman Empire gra-
dually apostatised from the sincerity of the Gospel: the very
character of their country was, in the hand of God, the second-
ary cause, which led the sequestered Vallenses to persevere in
the unadulterated fuith of the primitive Apostolic Church.

' The testimony, to the emigration of the Albiyenses and to
their junction with the ancient Churchof the Piedmontese Val-
leys, is so important, in regard to the accomplishment of pro-
phecy, that I shall give it at large in the precise words of the
original,

Ad causam eorum pauperum de Lugduno, quos vulgus Val-
denses appellat, dictos a Valdeo cive Lugdunensi, in loco dicto
vulgariter al Grant moram faciente, *qui homo dives hecresiar-
cha primus heeresis sectze Valdensium inventor fuit, secundum
Scripturam, Qut bonis tempo;alibus renuncians, Ccepit cum suis
complicibus vitam apostolicam cum cruce et paupgrtate ducere.

Et, experrectis viris ccclesiasticis, multos sibi discipulos sociavit,
Ie)

<
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Here stationed and here blended together, two
and yet one, they shot forth branches into various

qui inde dicti sunt Paliperes de Lugduno ; qui, dicentes vivere
sub obedientia apostolica, ab illa tamen se separantes pertina-
citer, respondebant, cum redargucrentur, Magis esse Deo obe-
diendum quam hozninibus“

Fuerunt tandem et merito per militantem Ecclesiam damnati,
sed non radicitus extrpati : quia, Lugduno fugientes ad ultimas
Dalphinatiis partes, se transferentes in Ebredunensi ‘et Tauri-
nensi diceces’bus in Alpibus et intra concava montium accessu
difficilia, plures ibi ex ipsis habitaverunt; ubi paulatim, procu-
rante satore zizaniee, in copioso numero excreverunt, et demum

_'palmites suos tristes in Liguriam, Italium, et ultra Romam in
Apuliam, transmiserunt,

Et, quemadmodum Christus Redemptor noster discipulos suos
binos mittebat ad predicandum : sic et idiota et bestialis illius
sectee magniscius alios magistros inferiores per ipsum creatos et
probatos, quos vulgo Barbas dicimus, ad docendum et preedi-
candum hujusmodi secta doctrinam, hinc inde binos mittere
solitus fuit. Hi siquidem Barbee creari solent per eorum supre-
mum in civitate Acquilae in regno Neapolitano: et, in eorum
creatione, quaedam solet fieri solenmtas. Nam, in derisum
Romani Pontificis, cis nomina mutantur cum ad magisterium
hujusmodi afficiuntur,

Cujus siquidem damnatissimee heeresis cultores, quibus viri et
mulieres vallis Clusionis Taurenensis dicecesis, et omnes mares
ct feeminee vallis Frayxinerice, ac plures vallium Argenteriee et
Loysiz Ebredunensis dicecesis, a tanto tempore quod non est me-
moria hominum, in contrarium fuerunt proni, plus quam centum
numero ex ipsis sponte confessi fuerunt, sequentes articulos,
contra. fidem nostram, tenuerunt, tenentque, et immobiliter ob-
servant. Script. Inquis. cujusp. anonym. de Valdens. ex cod.
M.S. in public. biblioth. Cantab. potat. G. cited by Allix on the
Church of Piedm. p. 324, 325. Oxon.

Testimony o the same effect, though not so copious and pre-
cise, is given by the historian Thuanus.
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countries long beforé the Reformation of the six-
teenth century. Though incessantly persecuted,
they were never eradicated : but, like the burning
bush in the wilderness, they flourished in the very
midst of fire and desolation. As little did they
yield to the superstition which surrounded them.
On the contrary, they ceased not to bear a faithful
testimony against the demonolatry of the mystic
Gentiles. According to the remarkable confession
of Claude Seissel, Archbishop of Turin, Many per-
sons, at various times, have endeavoured to extir-
pate them : but, contrary to general expectation,
they have still continued conquerors; or, at least,
they have been wholly invincible*.

Hence, as no other Churches in the West can
boast the same cxemption from apostate idolatry
during the whole term of the latter three times and
a half, it will follow, that these two are the oNLY
distinct and visible cnURrCHES or CANDLESTICKS, which
were NEVER so deceived and enslaved by the pre-
dicted man of sin. But, if the two Churches of
the Vallenses and the Albigenses be the oNLY two
Churches, which testified, in a low and afflicted

Petrus Valdus, locuples civis Lugdunensis, anno Christi cir-
citer MCLXX, Valdensibus nomen dedit—Cum jam multos,
sectatorcs exiguo tempore circa se haberet, eos tanquam disci-
pulos, ad evangelium promulgandum, in omnes partes ablegat—
Armis victi, in Provinciam apud nos et Gallicee ditionis Alpes
vicinas confugerunt, latebrasque vite ac doctrinze su iis in locis
repererunt. Thuan. Hist. lib. vi. § 16. Vol.i, p. 221, Thuan.
Preefat. ad Henric. 1V. p. 7.

! Scissel. Tractat. adv. Valdens. fol, 1.
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condition, against the Gentiles of the outer court,
not merely during zhis broken period or that broken
period, but during the wmoLE 1260 years of the
completed Apostasy : they must plainly be the anti-
types of the two apocalyptic candlesticks or olive-
trees or witnesses. Ior, unless they be the anti-
types in questioﬁ, we shall vainly labour to produce
any such antitypes: because no other Churches,
which either have existed or do exist, have per-
formed the required conditions of the prophecy ;
namely, that they should have testificd in sack~
cloth, against the corruptions of the demonola-
trous Apostasy, during the vNTIRE term or from
the very EARLIEST commencement of the latter three
times and a haif’.

! Thus no two of the reformed Churches, those, for instance,
of England and Scotland, can be the two apocalyptic witnesses:
because, thoufrh all the reformed Churches yow testify against
the corruptlons of the Apostasy, they have not testified against
it during the waoLe period of the lattcr 1260 years; on the
contrary, the testimony of no one of them commenced earlier
than the sixteenth century.

In fact, their very title of reformed Churches excludes them
from being, either severally or collectively, the witnesses of the
Apocalypse : for such a title, by its very purport, acknowledges
an antecedent depravation. The two witnesses, in order to ac-
complish their predicted task of testifying through the ExTIRE
1260 years, must ncver have been reformed, on the specific
(rround ‘that they never rcquired reformation : they must have
been wmvariably faithful witnesses from the very cOMMENCE-
MENT of that period. Now this is the precise character of the
two Churches of the Vallenses and the Alhigenses, united since
the thirtecuth century in onc communion. As Henri Arnaud
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So far, then, as matters of this description are
capable of proof, we may consider it as an esta-
blished point, that the two apocalyptic witnesses are
the two Churches of the Vallenses and the Albi-
genses.

4. Here, however, a very important objection
presents itself, which must by no means be silently
pretermitted.

The writers of the Roman school have not mn-
frequently attempted to blacken the characters of
the ancient Vallenses and Albigenses by Yepresent-
ing them as tainted with the Manichean heresy.
To the full extent of this speculation the Bishop of
Meaux has not thought it prudent to advance. In
his judgment, the Albigenses, indeed, were Mani-
cheans ¢ but the Vallenses, however the Church of
Rome might deem them to err on some points, were
at least exempt from the stain of Manich¢ism ; and
they are pronounced by him to be mainly’ a sort of
enthusiastic separatists or a species of modern Do-
natists .

Such is the opinion of the Bi§hop of Meaux : but,

justly and appositely remarks : Their Church has NevER been
REFORMED ; whence arises ils title of xvanciric. They dis-
claim the only sccondary praise of being a reformed Church :
they rightly vindicate to themsclves the much higher and more’
venerable style of a Church which never required reformation,
If, in short, the Vallenses and the Albigenses be not *the -two
witnesses, I see not, where, consistently with the terms of the
prophecy, we can find then?,
' Hist. des Variat, des Eglises Protest. livr. xi. § 8G.



14 THE SACRED CALENDAR [Book v.

in the distinction which he would set up, he is not
borne out by the evidence of antiquity. Let the
creed of the Vallenses have been what it may, at all

events it was the SAME as the creed of the Albigen-
ses. Hence, if the latter were Manichéans, so like-
wise were the former: and, if the former were not
Manichéans (which the Bishop admits), so neither
were the latter. *

d’he DENTITY of the tenets of these two ancient

communitiés is established, if I mistake not, on the
fullest testimony.

. When the Albigenses, in the thirteenth century,
were 'partly extirpated and partly driven out of the
south of France by the crusade of de Montfort and
the operations of the Inquisition, the chicf part of
the fugitives emigrated to the valleys of Piedmont,
where by the Vallenses they were cordially received
as brethren : and, henceforth, the two hitherto dis-
tinet Churches became inseparably united, the name
of the Vaudois swallowing up the now obsolete name
of the Albigeois.

I'am inclined to deem this single f@c¢ more than

a counterpoise for all the Bishop’s very ingenious
attempts to confound the genuine Albigenses with
those Manichéans, to whom, through popish male-
‘volence, the name of Albigenses may have been
most improperly apphed The expelled Albigenscs
were recelved AS BRETHREN, by the Vallenses, who
are described as having alreedy flourished in their
native valleys from a period, far beyond the memory
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of map': and, henceforth, the two previously dis-
tinct Churches became uNiTED. But, in the very
nature and necessity of things, such a circumstance
could never have happened, if the Albigenses were
Manicheans, while the more orthodox Vallenses (as
we are assured by the Bishop of Meaux) utterly ab-
horred Manichdism. Both ALikE must clearly have
been either friendly or hostile to the Manichéan
system : for, otherwise, the Albigenses could never
have been received as brethren by the’Vallenses,
nor could an union of the two Churches ltave been
forthwith effected without the intervention of a
single recorded doctrinal impediment.

Such is the necessary inference from this remark-
able fact : and it is expressly corroborated by the
unexceptionable contemporary evidence of Pope In-
nocent the third.

In the year 1198, this Pontiff addressed a letter
to the Bishops of southern France and florthern
Spain where the persecuted and maligned Albi-
genses had many followers: and, in this letter, he
declares, that the Vallenses and the Albigenses were
equally heretics, because they maintained the very
same doctrinal system .

The testimony of Pope Innocent fully accounts

! A tanto tempore quod non est memoria hominum—a tanto
tempore cujas initii memoria hominuth non existit, fuerunt et
de praesenti sunt heeretici. Script. Inquis. de Vald. ex M.S. cod.
G. Cantab.

? Epist. Innoc. TIT. gited by Allix on the Church of Piedm.
chap. xx. p. 203. Oxon.
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for our fact : the speculation of the Bishop of Meaux
is plainly irreconcileable with it. Manichéans, or
not Maniche¢ans, the Vallenses and the Albigenses
AGREED in doctrine. Their tenets were IDENTICAL.
Each Church, or neither Church, was tainted with
Manicheism. '

What, then, really were the joint tenets of the
Vallenses and thz Albigenses? We cannot prose-
cute this inquiry in a better mode, than by succes-
sively hearmg their own several declarations and the
admissiors of their very enemies themselves.

(1.) Let us begin with the Church of the Vallen-

'ses, which the Bishop of Meaux acknowledges to
have been free from all taint of Manicheism.

There was lately extant, in the public library of
the University of Cambridge, a manuscript Work
of the old Vallensic Church entitled Zhe Noble
Lesson .

This ‘Work purports to have been composed some
time toward the latter end of the twelfth century :
for it states, that, in the day of itz author, eleven
centuries had elapsed, since St. John wrote the
text which declares us to be in the last times®

' The Manuscript, containing La Nobla Leycon, has been
stolen since the time of Dr. Allix : but, fortunately, the compo-
sition itself had been already copied into various histories of the
Vallenses.

* 1 John ii. 18. John wrote his first Epistle some time toward
the latter end of the first century.” Consequently, eleven hun-
dred years, reckoned from that epoch, will bring us to about the
year 1170 or 1180, for the date of the Noble Lesson. This
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Consequently, it sets forth the received doctrine of
the Vallensic Church, as it stood in the latter part
of the twelfth century; that is to say, about the
year 1170 or 1180. Now, thrdughout the whole
of this curious Work, not a trace of Manicheism can
be found. On the contrary, the doctrines, avowed
in it, are the precise doctrines of® the protestant
Churches, taken immediately from the Bible, and
uncorrupted by the vain traditions and unauthorised
glosses of innovating Popery.

An exactly similar account of the Vallensic doc-
trines is given, from an ancient manuscript, by the
Centuriators of Magdeburg.

arrangement ascribes the Work to the precise period, during
which Peter Valdo flourished : and I cannot help strongly sus-
pecting, that that venerable man was kimself the author of it.
In a passage already alluded to, though the remark is couched
in general terms, there seems to be no obscure reference to
the particular fact of its supposed author having acqmred the
name of Valdo as a term of reproach.

If a man loves those who desire to love God and Jesus Christ ;
if he will neither curse, nor swear, nor lye, nor whore, nor kill,
nor deceive his neighbour, nor avenge himself on his enemies :
they presently say, that he is A VAUDES, and that he deserves
to be punished ; while, by lies and forgery, means are found to
deprive him of what he has got by kis lawful industry. In the
mean time, such an one comforts himself m the hope and ex-
pectation of eternal salvation.

Such is precisely the language, which would naturally be used
by the opulent merchant of Lyons, the locuples civis Lugtlunen-
sis (as Thuanus speaks); who, according to the testimony of
the contemporary Inquisitor &uido of Perpignan, forsook all his
goods for the sake of the Gospel, and who himsclf was con-
temptuously denominated le Paud?s or le Valdo. "’
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In articles of faith, the authority of Holy
Scripture is highest ; and, for that reason, it is
the rule of judging : so that, whatsoever agreeth
not with the word of God, is deservedly to be re-
Jected and avoided. The'decrees of Fathers and
Councils are so far to be appr"ove(l, as they agree
with the word of God. The reading and know-

“ledge of the Holy Scriptures is free and neces-
sacy for all men, the laity as well as the clergy :
yea, and lhe writings of the prophets and apos-
ties are o be read, rather than the comments of

_men'. The sacraments of the Church of Christ

' Enlightened by the perusal of Holy Scripture, and clearly
perceiving that the Bible and the Church of Rome were utterly
at variance, Peter of Lyons, as Thuanus remarks, was anxious
that the people should have the writings of the prophets and the
apostles in their own tongue,

Is totum se evangelice professioni devoverat, et prophetarum
atque apostolorum scripta populari lingua vertenda curaverat.
Thuan, Hist. lib. vi. § 16.

This attempt to circulate the Bible in the valgar tongue seems
to have produced the fourteenth canon of the Council of Thou-
louse, in the year 1229; which canon strictly inhibits the laity
from possessing or reading the Scriptures.

Prohibemus etiam, ne libros veteris testamenti aut novi laici
permittantur habere : nisi forte psalterium, vel breviarium pro
divinis officiis, aut Horas beatae Marie, aliquis ex devotione ha-
bere velit. Labb. Concil. vol. x. par 1. p. 430.

I need scarcely remark, that the Church of Rome is still
equally characterised by a politic jealousy of, and a bitter hos-
tility to, that most irreconcileable«enemy of Popery, the Bible.
The word of God is against Rome: and, therefore, on the strict-
est principles'of reciprocity, Rome is against the word of God.
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are two, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord.
The receiving in both kinds for priests and
people was instituted by Christ. Masses are
“impious : and it is madness to Say masses for the
dead. Purgatory is an tnvention of men : for
they, who believe, ) go into eternal life ; and
they, who believe not, go into eterhal damnation.
The invocating and worshipping of dead saints
is sdolatry. The Church of Rome is the whose
of Babylon. We must not obey the Pope and his
Bishops, because they are the wolves of the
Church'. The Pope hath not the primacy over
all the Clurches of Christ, neither hath he-the
power of both swords. That is the Church of
Christ, which heareth the sincere word of Christ
and useth the sacraments instituted by him, in
what place soever it exist. Vows of celibacy are
inventions of men. Monkery is a stinking car-
case. So many superstitious dedications of
churches, commemorations of the dead, benedic-
tions of creatures, pilgrimages ; so many forced
Jastings, so many superfluous festivals; those
perpetual bellowings of unlearned men, and the
observations of the other ceremonies manifestly
kindering the teaching and learning of the word :
are diabolical inventions. Thé marriage of
priests is lawful and necessary . .

But the most full and systeratic account of the

! An allusion to Acts xx. 2.

3 Hist. Eccles. Magdeburg. vol. iii. cent, XII. cap. 8. p. 548,
549. :

VOL. I E
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doctrines, taught and maintained by the ancient
Vallenses, will be found in their Confession of faith,
preserved among the Cambridge manuscripts, and
bearing the date or the year 1120.

We believe and firmly hold all that is con-
tained in the twelve articles of the Symbol which
is called The Apostles’ Creed, accounting for
keresy whatsoever is disagreeing and not conso-
nant to the said twelve articles. We do believe,
that there is one God ; Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. ., We acknowledge, for the holy canonical

_ Scriptures, the books of the Holy Bible: and
we vead the books called Apocryphal for the in-
struction of the people, but not to confirm the
authority of the doctrine of the Churck'. The
canonical books of Scripture teach this: that
there is one God, almighty, all-wise, and all-
good, who made all things by his goodness, for
he formed Adam in his own image and likeness ;
but that, by envy of the devil and the disobedience
of the said Adam, sin has entered into the world,
and that we are all sinners in Adam and by
Adam : that Christ was promised to our fathers
who received the Law ; that so, knowing by the
Law their sin and unrighteousness and insuffi-
ciency, they might desire the coming of Christ, to
satisfy for their sins, and to accomplish the Law
by himself : that Christ was born, in the time
appointed by God the Father ; that is to say, in

! Here is inserted a list of the canonical books, exaetly.cor-

responding with our common English Blblec
2
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the time when all iniquity abounded ; and not for
the cause of our good works, for all were sinners ;
but that he might shew us grace and mercy as
being faithful : that Christ is our life, truth,
peace, and righteousness ; also our pastor, advo-
cate, sacrifice, and priest ; who digd for the sal-
vation of all those that believe, and who is risen
again for our justification. In Tike manner, we
Sirmly hold, that there is no other medjator and
advocate with God the Father, save only J Jesus
Christ ; and, as jfor the Virgin Mary, tk% she
was holy, humble, and full of grace : and, in like
manner, we do believe concerning all the other
saints ; namely, that, being in heaven, they wait
Jor the resurrection of their bodies at the day
of judgment. Also we believe, that, after this
life, there are only two places ; the one for the
saved, and the other for the damned : the whiclk
two places we call Paradise and Hell, absolutely
denying that Purgatory, invented by Antichrist,
and forged contrary to the truth. Also we have
always accounted, as an unspeakable abomination
before God, all those inventions of men, namely
the feasts and vigils of saints, and the water
which they call holy ; as likewise {o abstain from
Jlesh upon certain days, and the like ; but espe-
cially their masses. We esteem, for an abomi-
nation and as antichristian, all those human in-
ventions, which are a t¥ouble or prejudice to the
liberty of the Sperit. We do believe, that the
sacraments are signs of the holy thing or visible
E 2
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forms of the invisible grace ; accounting i good,
that the faithful sometimes use the said signs or
visible forms, if it may be done. However, we
belicve and hold, that the above-said, faithful may
be saved without receiving the signs aforesaid,
in case they have no place nor any means to use
them. We acknowledge no other sacraments but
Baptism and the Lord's Supper. We ought to
hbnour the secular powers, by submission, ready
obedience, and paying of tributes’.
(2.) Such was the ancient Confession of the Val-
*lenses : let us next hear the doctrines of the Albi-
genses, prior to their emigration from southern
France and their final union with their Vallensic
brethren of Piedmont.
In the year 1176, certain of the Albigenses were
examined before the Bishop of Albi and other neigh-

! M. S, Cantab. Another Confession of faith was published
by the suffering Church of the Vallenses, shortly after the mas-
sacres in the year 1655. The doctrine, which it sets forth, is
precisely the same as that of their more ancient Confession of
the year 1120. Their object in publishing it is thus stated by
themselves.

Having learned that our adversaries, not content with perse-
cuting us and robbing us of our possessions, endeavour, by most
infamous calumnics, to render us odious, as well as our holy
religion ; we feel ourselves bound, again shortly fo declare our
_{azth, to prove to all men the falsehood of these calumnies and
“the injustice of hating and persecuting us for so innocent, a doc-
trine. Confess. of faith in Acland’s Compend of the Hist. of
the Vaud. p. cviii, cix.

Their enemies, no doubt, had been‘sedulously occupled in
their ancient craft of calumniating them as Manichéans.
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bouring prelates. These zealous ecclesiastics la-
boured hard to educe a semblance of Manicheism
in the pretended heretics : with what emolument,
will abundantly appear from the confession of faith,
which they openly made before their judges, and
which (together with the particulars of the whole
conference) is recorded by Rorrer Hoveden.

We believe, that there is one only God, in three
persons ; the Iather, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost : that the Son of God hath taken our flesh
upon him : that he was baptised in Jordun : that
he fasted in the wilderness: that he hath preached
our salvation: that he suffered, died, and'was
buried : that he descended into hell ; that he rose
again on the third day ; that he ascended into
heaven ; that ke sent the Holy Ghost on the day
of Pentecost ; that he shall come again at the day
of judgment to judge both the quick and the dead ;
and that all shall rise again. We kiow also,
that, what we believe with our heart, we ought to
confess with our mouth. We believe, that ke is
not saved who doth not eat the body of Jesus
Christ ; and that the body of Jesus Christ is not
consecrated but sn the Church and by the priest,
be he good or bad ; and that it is no better con-
secrated by a good than by a bad one. We be-
lieve also, that none can be saved but those who
are baptised, and that little " children are saved
by baptism. We beligve also, that man and wife
are saved, tlzouglg they be carnally joined; and
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that every one must repent with his mouth and
keart, and be baptised in the Church by a priest.
And, if they could shew us more from the Gospel
and Epistles, we would believe and own it

The merest tyro in theoIbg)" will readily perceive,
that this Confession of the Albigenses stands di-
rectly opposed to the leading tenets of Manichéism ;
and I am much mistaken, if several articles were
net designedly introduced into it, on purpose to
meet and’' to remove the calumny, with which, as
they were well aware, they had been systematically
assailed. In the present Confession, we hear, not

“the misrepresentations of interested bigotry, but
the actual official decclarations of the Albigenses
themselves, couched in their own words, and deli-
vered from their own mouths. 'Whence it will ob-
viously follow, unless we be determined to charge
upon them doctrines which they clearly disavow,
that the Albigenses, like their brethren the Val-
lenses, must be acquitted of all participation in the
Manichéan heresy.

At another conference, holden about the same
time before Bernard, Archbishop of Narbonne, the
Albigenses added to the Confession of faith a pro-
testation against various unscriptural errors patron-
ised and enforced by the Church of Rome.

On this occasion, they rejected prayers for the
V&ead and the unauthorised figment of a purgatory;
avowed their disbelief in the novelty of Transub-

' Rgger. Hoveden. Annal, in 4. D, 1176.
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stantiation ; and censured, as manifestly idolatrous,
the worship of saints and images *.

The tenets, in short, of the Albigenses were
clearly the same as those of the Vallenses, whom
the Bishop of Meaug himself exculpates from the
charge of Manicheism: and the tenets of the Val-
lenses differed not, in any material and essential
point, from those of the various reformed Churches
which began to protest against the corruptlons'of
Popery in the course of the sixteenth century.

(3.) We have now heard the Confession’ of these
two ancient and venerable Communions: let us
finally attend to the admissions of their adversaries.

Of these, the most full and distinct is the state-
ment of Reinerius Saccho, who was Inquisitor-Ge-
neral in the year 1254, and who well knew the real
Vallensico-Albigensic faith because he had himself
apostatised from it to the more lucrative supersti-
tion of the Church of Rome.

Among all the sects, whick still are or have
been, there is not any one more pernicious to the
Church than that of the Leonists: and this for
three reasons. The first is, because it is older
than the rest : for some say, that it hath endured
Jrom the time of Pope Sylvester ; others, from
the time of the Apostles. The second is, because
it ismore general : for there is scarce any coamm 3
try, wherein this sect is not. The third is, bé-
cause, while all other sects beget horror in the

' Allix on the Albig. chap. xvi.
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hearers by the outrageousness of their blasphe-
mies against God, this of the Leonists hath a
great shew of piety : for they live justly before
men, and BELIEVE ALL THINGS RIGHTLY CONCERNING
GOD WITH ALL THE ARTICLES WHICH ARE CONTAINED
IN THE CREED ; only they blaspheme the Church of
Rome and the clergy, wherein the multitude of the
luity is ready enough to believe them .

«This testimony I hold to be singularly valuable
and important. At the precise time when Reine-
rius was idecorated or disgraced with the persecut-
ing functions of Inquisitor-General, the union of
the *Albigensic Church with the Vallensic Church,
in the valleys of Piedmont, had recently been ef-
fected, through the operation of the crusade con-
ducted by Simon de Montfort. In speaking, there-
fore, of the Leonists, Reincrius speaks jointly both
of the Albigenses and of the Vallenses : for, at this
time, the two Churches had become inseparably
united and blended in one communion. That such

! Inter omnes sectas, quee adhuc sunt vel fuerunt, non est
perniciosior Ecclesiee quam Leonistarum: ct hoc tribus de
causis. Prima est, quia est diuturnior: aliqui enim dicunt,
quod duraverit a tempore Sylvestri ; aliqui, a tempore Aposto-
lorum. Secunda, quia est gencralior: fere enim nulla est terra,
in qua heec secta non est. Tertia, quia, cum omnes alize secte
mamtate blasphemiarum in Deum audientibus horrorem in-
it t, heec Leonistarum magnam habet speciem pietatis : eo
qﬁdﬂ coram hominibus justé vivant, et bene omnia de Deo cre-
dant et omnes articulos qui tn symbolo continentur ; solnmmodo
Romanam Ecclesiam blasphemant et clesum, cui multitudo lai-
corum facilis est ad credendum. Reiner, cont, her. c. iv. p. 54.
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is the case, is evident, both from the very necessity
of the matter, and from the circumstance of his
designating the reputed heretics by the appellation
of Leonists. This name, in trictness of speech,
was proper only to the Albigenses: for they received
it from the town of Lyons, where they greatly
abounded in the twelfth century, &nd whence they
were familiarly denominated Leonists or poor men
of Lyons. But, when they joined the Vallemses
in Piedmont, the appellation was extentled to the
whole communion: and henceforth it became one
of the many titles, by which these faxthful witnesses
were accustomed to be described. Under the Rname,
therefore, of Leonists, Reinerius jointly and collec-
tively speaks both of the Vallenses and of the Al-
bigenses ; certainly of the Albigenses quite as much,
if not more, than of the Vallenses.

What, then, is the testimony, which the Inqui-
sitor-General bears to the well-known faith of those
who once had been his brethren ?

THEY BELIEVE ALL THINGS RIGHTLY CONCERNING
GOD, WITH ALL THE ARTICLES WHICH ARE CONTAINED
IN THE CREED. -

If such were their belief, they must, on the one
hand, have held those doctrines respecting the na-
ture and personality of the Deity,” which the Churche
of Rome and all the sound reformed Churches. Q,hke
deem indispensible scriptural®verities : and, or%he
other hand, it is quite clear, that they could not
bave'held the old Manichtan doctrine of two inde-
pendent princip].es.
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Yet, though right believers, the Leonists, we
are assured, were manifest heretics.

The paradox of the keresy of these right be—
lievers will be solved, if we advert to the remaining
testimony of Reinerius. They might, if it so pleased
them, be perfectly orthodox in regard to the nature
of God and to ‘ALL the articles of the Creed ; and
theymight, furthermore, if it pleased them, live justly,
and piously, and holily, and gravely, before men: but
still they are manifest heretics. If we ask, how
this can be; Reinerius will informus. 7%ey blas-
pheme the Church of Rome and the Clergy : a
point, in which the multitude of the laity is ready
enough to give them credit.

The grand secret of Vallensic heresy is now un-
folded : and, doubtless, it is abundantly clear to the
very meanest comprehension. Let a man’s serip-
tural faith be ever so sound, and let his morals be
ever so pere ; let him believe all things rightly con~
cerning God, and let him receive every article which
is contained in the creed: yet, if he reject the un-
scriptural corruptions of Rome, and if he disown
the usurped authority of the Latin Pontiff, he stands
forth a self-convicted heretic, justly, in the eyes of
the Papalists, obnoxious to the last and most dread-
‘ful punishment.

(4,..) With respect to the perpetual allegation of
Manicheism against the much calumniated Albi-
genses, rather than any other distinct form of here-
tical pravity; it may, I think, be accounted for
without any great measure of difficulty.
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That, in the earlier and middle ages, various
tribes of Manicheans emigrated from the east into
the west, seems, on the whole, to be established by
at least very plausible evidence.” Some of the ad-
herents of this ancient” paganising form of ‘Chris-
tianity appear to have planted themselves in the
southern regions of France; wher€ also, from time
immemorial, the Albigenses had +existed as a regu-
larly organised ecclesiastical community. In ¢he
eyes of the Romanists, botk were heretits : and, in
matter of fact, both were to be found #ithin the
limits of the same country. To render the accu-
sation plausible, nothing more was necessary :*and,
as it suited the policy of the Latin ecclesiastics to
blacken the Albigenses, they scruple not, on all
occasions, even in defiance of their own express
testimony, to represent them as determined Mani-
chéans. Traces of this fact perpetually meet us:
and no where do they occur with greater copious-
ness, than in the writings of the Bishop of Meaux.
This very learned, but most disingenuous, prelate
brings evidence to prove, that various sects in the
south of France were tainted with Manichdism,
and that their ancestors had emigrated from the
cast. These sects he would identify with the Al-
bigenses: and thus, by an easy process, the Albi-°
genses, whom in point of doctrine he would carefully
discriminate from the Vallenses, are suddenly traus-
muted into Manicheans.

Yet, how does the matter really stand, when dis~
entangled from gross misrepresentatiof ? .
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‘We have scen, on the fullest evidence, that, in
pointof doctrine, the Albigenses symbolised with the
Vallenses, whom the Bishop himself is constrained
to acquit of all tendency to Manicheism : and, if this
be not sufficient, we have additionally seen the actual
Confession of faith, made by the Albigenses them-
selves in open court, and honestly preserved in the
writings even of their enemy Roger Hoveden. Now
this ancient Confession is at once free from Mani-
cheism, and perfectly accords in all its grand out-
lines with the parallel ancient Confession of the al-
lowedly non-manichean Vallenses. Hence, whatever
Manichean sects there may have been in the south
of France, it is abundantly clear, from direct evi-
dence, that the Albigenses ought not to be reckoned
in their number.

- 'We may regret, that the zeal of Bossuct, in what
he deemed a good cause, did not permit him to at-
tend to -the respectable testimony of an eminent
historian of his own country.

Mezeray distinctly specifies the fact, that the
Albigenses were frequently confounded with ccrtain
contemporary sectaries who were tainted with Ma-
nichtism : but, at the same time, he very honestly
and very carefully acquits them of the odious im-

-putation so industriously brought against them by
their unrelenting enemies.

Mreating of the year 1163, he remarks, that
There were two sorts of heretics in the south of
France. The one class, z'gnomnt and dissolute,
were @ species of Manichéans : the other class
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was more learned, and was altogether remote
JSrom such filthiness. This second class held
much the same opinions as the Calvinists: and
they were variously called Henrlcmr;s .and Val-
denses. But the people ignorantly cmfa:unded
them with the Manichéans, Cathari, or Bulga-
rians*.

It may be proper to remark,’that those, whom
we now call Albigenses, did not receive that nae
until after the session of the Council of Albi. Pre-
vious to that period, for whatever reason, ‘they were
known, among their enemies, by the appellation of
Henricians : and, partly from the identity of their
tenets with those of the Valdenses of Savoy, and
partly from the circumstance of their subsequent
union with them, they at length came to be distin-
guished also by the title of Valdenses®. Hence,
when Mezeray speaks of certain heretics in the
south of France, who were zo? Maniché&ns, who
held much the same opinions as the Calvinists 3, and
who were variously denominated Henricians and
Valdenses ; there can be no doubt, that he speaks
of those, who, from the town of Albi, were at length
more generally styled Albigenses.

The people, as we are informed, by the historian,
ignorantly confounded the Albigenses, who were

V Mezer. Abregé Chronol. Philippe Auguste. p. 657. Edlt
Amsterd. 1674. .

* Catel. Hist. Tolos. lib. i i, p- 121, 231, cited by Allix.

3 Avoient 3 a peu prés les mesmes opinions gue ceux qu'on
nomme aujourd’ huy Calvinistes. Mezer. Abreg. Chronol. p.657.
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not Manicheans, with the Cathari or B\ﬂgarians;
who, in his opinion, were Manicheans.

Very probably the people, misled by the repre-
sentations of the Latin priesthood, might, through
a mixture of prejudice and ignorance, eagerly re-
ceive and eagerly propagate the confused account
so justly censured by Mezeray : but what shall we
say of the learned Bishop of Meaux, who has equally
anél systematically confounded the innocent Albi-
genses with the Manichean heretics their contem-
poraries ?* Has the Bishop done through design,
what the vulgar, according to the historian, did
throtigh sheer ignorance 2 The Bishop and the
*people have fallen into the self-same confusion with
respect to the ancient Albigenses: and Mezeray,
the Bishop’s own contemporary, pronounces, with-
out hesitation, that ignorance was the cause of the
popular mistake. Now, most certainly, neither
Mezeray, nor any other man, would dream of
charging the eminently learned and the highly
talented Bishop of Meaux with ignorance. Such
a charge were too ridiculous to be sustained for a
single moment. Yet has the great Bossuet strenu-
ously maintained the identical error, into which,
accordmg to Mezeray, the people could have fallen
"only through gross ignorance : and it must be ad-
mitted, even by the Bishop’s worst enemics, that a
more dexterous piece of jesuitical management
cannot easily be found, than ¢hat which is contained
in the eleventh book of his Variations of the Pro-
testant Churches.
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I may add, that Gerebrard, in his Chronology,
bears exactly the same testimony as Mezeray.

He states, that those ancient religionists in the
south of France, who were variously denominated
Henricians and Albigenses, were the theological
parents of the more modern French Calvinists %,

Now the Calvinists, whatever we may think of
their leading peculiarity, most certainly neither are
nor ever were Manicheans : and Mezeray expressly
asserts, as he is fully borne out by direct evidence,
that the Henricians or Albigenses of tht twelfth
century held much the same opinions as the Calvi-
nists of his own time. Therefore, clearly, in" the
judgment of Gerebrard, the old Albigenses could
not have been Maniche¢ans 2.

! Gereb. Chronol. cited by Allix.

* The Bishop of Meaux somewhat whimsically demonstrates
the Manicheism of the Albigenses from the fact, that they deno-
minated the Pope Antichrist.

Certainly, this argument will swell the ranks of the Mani-
cheans to a very unexpected amount: for, whether well or ill-
founded, no opinion has prevailed more generally than this
among all the protestant Churches. Accotding to the learned
Prelate’s very original mode of reasoning, Bishop Warburton,
who founded a Lecture for the express purpose of shewing the
Pope to be Antichrist, must nceds have been, intus et in cute,
a thorough-paced disciple of Manes. ’

The most ridiculous part of the story is, that the old eastern
Manich&ans, who mainly borrowed thtir speculanons”from the
theology of Persia, never once, so far as ecclesiastical history
testifies, fatigued their heads 8bout the Pope of Rome : nay, it
may be doubted, whether, if acquainted with him, they would
not have been his special fricnds and admirers, "The Gnostics,
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On the whole, I think, we may safely assert, that
the Manichdism, alleged by their calumniators
against the Vallenses and the Alblgenses, rests upon
the same interested and prejudiced evidence as the
various unutterable abominations which were al-
leged by the Pagans against the primitive Chris-
tians. In each case, the sole testimony is that of
enemies. Happily, however, this testimony is com-
pletely set aside, partly by the existing Confessions
of those ancient witnesses to the truth, and partly
by the acknowledgment of certain of their very ene-
mies themselves.

5. We have now discovered two Churches, which,
from the very commeﬁcement of the latter 1260
years down even to the present day, have stood in
avowed and uncompromising opposition to the great
Apostasy : it only remains to inquire, whether the
prophetic character of the two witnesses will answer
to the character of the two Churches.

(1) The two witnesses are the two olive-trees

and the two candlesticks, which stand before the
God of the earth.

of whom .the Manichéans were a branch, had the rare merit,
through the agency of “Marcus, of giving, I believe, the very
earliest hint of the ductrine of Transubstantiation : and the same
speculatists were also in the habit of worshipping, with devotion
no less sirenuous than that of the most orthodox Romanist, both
pictures and images of Christ, which, somewhat unaccountably,
were said to have been manufactured by Pontius Pilate, For
thesc curious facts, see Iren. adv. her. llb i. ¢. 9. lib, i, c. 24.
. §9. Epiph, adv, heer. lib. i. heer, 23,
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"As the symbols of the two witnesses were sta-
tioned in the precincts of the literal temple, they of
course stood before the Lord whgse visible presence
was wont to be displayed between the Cherubim.
Hence, as the two witnesses themselves are similarly
stationed in the precincts of the mystjc temple, they
also of course stand in the immediate presence of
the Lord of the temple. :

Such imagery is doubtless employed to,teach us,
that the two witnessing Churches should be safe
. . . .3
under the special protection of the Almighty : and
the remarkable preservation of the Vallenses and
the Albigenses, notwithstand%g the various attem.pts
to extirpate them, shews the exactness with which
they have fulfilled this part of the prophecy.
(2.) The two witnesses are said to prophesy
during the allotted term of their ministration.
In the New Testament, the word prophesying is
frequently used as a mere synonymn of preaching
or expounding the Scripture'. Hence the pro-
phesying of the two witnesses does not mean the
predicting of future events; afaculty, which the
two testifying Churches neither claimed nor pos-
sessed : but it simply means « discharge of the

' See 1 Corinth. xiv. xi. 4, 5. 1 Thess. v.. 20. Rom. xii. 6.
Acts il, 14.—37. iii. 18. iv. 10—13, 25—28. vii. 2—54..xxiv.
14. xxvi. 6—27, xxviii. 23. Luke xxiv.5—27, 44—48. The
use of the word in th&s sense probably originated from the fre-
quent appeals made by the p'rimitive teachers to the prophets
who had prophesied of Ghrist.

VOL, III, I
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Christian ministry by faithfully preaching the
sincere doctrines of the Gospel.

Yet certainly, from the peculiar manner in which
this characteristic is specified, we are led to expect,
that their prophesying would. be conducted upon a
scale of great extensiveness; so that, in the midst
of a dark and corrupt age, whether men would hear
or whether they would forbear, the Gospel should
at least be very widely and very luminously pre-
sented to their attention.

The Whole of the present characteristic, even in
its largest interpretation, eminently belongs to the
Vallenses and the Albigenses. Not content with
faithfully setting fortH'the pure doctrines of Chris-
tianity to those who were situated within their own
immediate geographical limits, they acted the part
of zealous missionaries throughout the whole of
Europe : their disciples abounded in Calabria, Spain,
G\erma‘hy, Bohemia, Moravia, and England : as the
Council of Tours expresses it, their heresy diffused
itself far and wide, after the manner of a cancer :
and, as Reinerius complained in the thirteenth cen-
tury, there was scarcely any country, in which they
had not obtained a footing.

(;3) The two witnesses are described, not as
prophesying simply, but as prophesying in sack-
cloth, .

Such a garb very aptly represents their condition
during the whole term of the latter 1260 years
which has hitherto elapsed. Sackeloth is the scrip-

)
i
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tural emblem of sorrow and trouble: to prophesy
in sackcloth, therefore, will be to preach the truths
of the Gospel in a sorrowful apd depressed con-
dition.

This description of the ministry of the two
Churches does not require us o suppose, that they
should never cease to be in a state of direct and
murderous persecution. Sometimes the sword of
open violence might be drawn, and sometimes it
might be sheathed : but still they should be locally
so situated as inevitably to exercise their ministry
in a depressed condition, slighted and despised and
discouraged, when not absolutely attacked and wor-
ried, by the governing powers.

Accordingly, from the commencement of the lat-
ter 1260 years down to the present time, such has
been the lot of theVallensic and Albigensic Churches.
In England, in Denmark, in Sweden, and in other
parts of Christendom, various branches of the mea-
sured worshippers in the figurative temple have long
since been exempted from what is styled prophesy-
tng in sackeloth : for, in those regions, so far are
God’s servants from being depressed and discouraged
in the exercise of their religion, that they constitute
the dominant ecclesiastical Power of the State.
But the remains of the Vallenses and the Albigen-
ses, subjected as those commpnions have always
been to a popish sovereign, and existing as they
have always donie in immediate. contiguity to a
dominant tyrannical Church, have never ceased to

rF 2
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bear their testimony in the sackcloth garb of afflics
tion and discouragement *.

(4.) Yet, if any man will hurt the two wit-
nesses, fire proceeds out of their mouth and de-
vours their enemies. -

This phraseology is borrowed from the language
which God employs, when he speaks to the prophet
Jeremiah. I will make my words in thy mouth
fire, and this people wood : and it shall devour
them® Hence, as the two Churches are exhibited
in the éharacter of two prophets, the borrowed
phraseology must be explained by the language
from which it has been borrowed. The import,
therefore, of the pres’éﬁt clause 1s, that the two wit=
nesses, by applying the prophecies of Scripture to
their persecutors, should denounce against them to
the uttermost the predicted vengeance of the Al-
mighty upon the irreclaimable adherents of the
Apostasy : even as the words of the Lord, in the

' One short respite, a brief exception from a general rule,
they enjoyed under the government of Napolcon Buonaparte.
Let that extraordinary man, to whom unbappily so much evil
must be attributed, at least enjoy the just praise of onc deed of
Justice and bencficence. Napoleon gave them equal civil rights :
but the first act of the person, who was mainly restored to his
ill-deserved throne by the arms of protestant England, was to
throw them back to their ancient and familiar state of grinding
oppression.  As yet, the fated 1260 ycars have not expired :
again therefore, in full accordance with the oracle, the united
Vallensic and Albigensic Churches propllééy in sackcloth,

? Jerem, v. 14,
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mouth of Jeremiah, devoured the apostate house of
Israel, by announcing their desolation through the
agency of the Romans.

Accordingly, as we have seen®above, the Vallen-
ses were strenuous in maintaining, that the corrupt
Roman Church was the apocalyptic Babylonian
harlot, and that the sovereigh Pontiff himself was
the man of sin. Whence, of necessity, they applied
to their persecutors the various prophecies of utter
extermination, which relate to those predicted ene-
mies of Christ.

(6.) The two witnesses are represented as
having power, to shut heaven that it rain. not
in the days of their prophecy, to turn the waters
into blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues,
as often as they will.

In the figurative language of Scripture, the pro-
phets are said to do what they only announce, and
are described as being the cause of evils which in
reality are the consequence of other men’s miscon-
duct®.  On this principle is framed the commission
of the two witnesses. Their shutting of heaven, so
that it rain not in the days of their prophecy (ima-
gery borrowed from the circumstance of there being
no rain upon the land of Canaan, for the mysterious
space of three years and a half, in consequence of
the punitive prayer of Elijah °), denotes the shut-

! Jerem, y. 14—19. .

? See Isaiah vi. 10. Matt."xiii. 15. Acts xxviii. 27, and Bp.
Newton’s Dissert. diss xxiv. vol. iii. p. 123.

* James v. 17. 1 Kings xvii, 1.
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ting up of the temple or the spiritual Chuych, $0
that the dew of God’s word and spirit should not
descend upon the apostate inhabitants of the Roman
world : while theif power of turning the waters
into blood and of smiting the earth with diverse
plagues means, that blood and slaughter and judi-
cial desolation should be the consequence of men’s
slighting the admonitions of God’s two mystical wit-
nesses.

With regard to these particulars, the first re-
spects the condition of the Roman world during the
whole period of the latter three times and a half ;
for we read, that heaven or the temple or the . iri-
tual Church is shut at the commencement of the
period during which the two witnesses prophesy in
sackcloth, and that (although it is opcned again at
the sounding of the seventh trumpet) no man can
enter into it until the plagues of the vials are ac-
complished or (in other words) until the latter three
times and a half shall have expired *: and the
second eminently relates to the scason, during
which the six first vials are poured out; for then it
is, that the waters are turned into blood, and that
the earth is smitten with every plague®.

The whole of this prediction has been accurately
fulfilled. Agreeably to the denunciations of the
Vallenses and the Albigenses, who failed not to ap-
ply the leading prophecies of Daniel and St. John
to the gross corruptions of Popery, the spiritual

! Compare Rev. xi. 6, with xi. 15, 19, xv. 5—8.
* Compare 'Rev. xi. 6, with xv. 1. xvi, 1—6.
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heaven has been shut against them of the Apostasy
during the entire period of the latter 1260 years
which has hitherto evolved ; so that, for want of the
kindly rain of the blessed Spirity though the two
witnesses in sackcloth Mave been prophesying far
and wide throughout the greatest part of western
Europe, still the ground has Been parched up, and
there has been a grievous famine gf God’s word in
the land: and, as we shall hereafter see, there is
abundant reason to believe, that several of the vials
have been in action since the year 1789; smiting
the carth with all plagues and turning the waters
into blood. .

III. The third clausc of the vision” foretells the
figurative death and revival and ascension of the
two witnesses, chronologically combining these
events with a great carthquake and with the pass-
ing away of the seccond woe.

And, when they shall have finished their testi-
mony *, the wild-beast, that ascendeth out of the

' Gr. dray reMowst Ty papruplay avrev. Mecde, Whiston,
Newton, Halifax, Woodhouse, Butt, Cuninghame, Bicheno,
Frazer, Thruston, Hardy, and others, all agree to render this
place, When they shall be about fo jfinish their testimony, or
When they shall be finishing their testimony : on the ground,
as Mede (the original author, I believe,” of the translation)
argues, that rehéowor is the first aorist subjunctive ; and every
grammarian knows, that the aorists subjunctive supply the place
of the future which the subjunctive wanteth. Mede's Works,
book iii. p. 596. ‘ '

Such a version, however, notwithstanding its very gencral
adoption on the high .authority of Mede, is most certainly un-
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abyss, shall make war against them, and overcome
them, and kill them. And their dead bodies shall
lie in the broad city which is the great one’, which
spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt,where also
our Lord was crucified. And they of the peoples

tenable. My mind misgiving me on the subject, from the cir-
cumstance of my never having been able to find, cither in the
Greek Scriptures or In any classical author, an aorist subjunc-
tive employed as Mr. Mede would employ it; I laid the matter,
purcly as a grammatical question, before a gentleman who is
deservedly,acknowledged to be one of the first Greek scholars of
the age: and his reply was peremptory and decisive.

The laws of grammar, said my fricnd Mr. Tate, inexorably
forbfil, that érav reNéowor should be rendered, When they shall
be about to finish : ¢the phrase can only mean, When they shall
have finished. It is true indeed, that the aorists subjunctive,
constructed with érav, bear a future sense: but then it is the
Juture-past, shall have ; not the future-perfect, shall be about,
No instance can be produced from any Greek author, in which
an aorist subjunctive, constructcd with érav, ever bears the
sense of the future-perfect.

More, Daubuz, and Lowman, would render the place, While
they shall be accomplishing. DBut, 1o such a scnse as this, drav
reMéowat, to say the least of it, is most unnatural and unusual
Greek. I altogether doubt the very admissibility of the trans-
lation.  Clearly, the proper and obvious rendering of Grav reXé=
owoe is, When they shall have finished.

' Gr. émi rijc mhareiac mohewe Tijc peydine. This phrase has
occasioned much discussion. The word w\areiag has been com-
monly deemed an adjective used substantively : and a question
has then arisen, whether shis mhareia was within or without the
city. See Mede’s Com. Apoc. in loc. With Peirce and Whis-
ton, I choose rather to consider it s an adjective agreeing with
the substantive wéXewe. The common idea probubly led to the

inscrtion of rije before mo\ewe in some copies, .
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and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see
their dead bodies three days and a half, and
shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in
graves. And they that dwéll upon the earth
shall rejoice over thém, and make merry, and
send gifts one to another ; because these two pro-
phets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.
And, after three days and a half, the spirit of
life from God entered into them ; and they stood
upon their feet: and great fear fellupon them
which saw them. And they heard a grzeat voice
Jrom heaven, saying unto them ; Come up hither.
And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud i and
their enemies beheld them. And, in that hour,
there was a great earthquake ; and a tenth part
of the city fell : and in the earthquake were slain
seven thousand names of men : and the remnant
were awe-struck, and gave glory to the God of
heaven. The second woe is past: andy behold,
the third woe cometh quickly .

1. Before any application of this remarkable pro-
phecy is attempted, several particulars, which it
sets forth, must be considered in the abstract.

(1.) The first point to be determined is THE
TIME, when the two witnesses are described as being
slain. ‘

Now this time is set forth by two very spemﬁc
notations : for St. John predicts, that the witnesses
shall be slain, when, op the one hand, the period

Y Rev, xi. 7—14.
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of the second woe shall have nearly expired, and
when, on the other hand, they shall have finished
their testimony.

Of these two notutions, a comparative discussion
will, if I mistake not, sufficiently determine the
time appointed for the slaughter of the two wit-
nesses.

Let us begin with the first of the two notations,
which have becn afforded to us by the terms of the
prophecy.

From this notation we learn, that the witnesses
are slain very shortly before the expiration of the

, secord woe. Hence it is cvident, that, if we can
ascertain the time when the second woe passes
away, we shall have made a very close approxima-
tion to the time when the two witnesses are slain.

With respect, then, to the second woe, all our
best commentators agree, that it is the woe brought
upon Ckristendom by the Turks. Hence it will
follow, that, very shortly before the Turks cease to
be a woe to the Roman Empire, the two witnesses
are ta be slain and to lie dead and to revive and to
ascend to the figurative heaven. But the woe of
the Turcomannic horsemen commenced, when the
four angels were let loose upon the Eastern Empire
and its duration is limited to the term of a prophetic
day and month and year or to the term of 396 na-
tural };ears and 3 months. The four angels, how-
ever, were let loose in the summer of the year 1301.
Therefore the woe of the Turcomannic horsemen
passed away in the autumn of the year 1697. Ac-
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cordingly, as the voice of history bears witness, ever
since the battle of Zenta which was fought at this
precise epoch, the Turks have become weaker and
weaker : and, instead of being any longer a marked
and terrible woe which threatened the subjugation
of all Christendom, they now feebly exist as a
Power, at the sole will of their formidable neigh-
bours '.  Hence, as the second wee passed away in
the year 1697, the slaughter of the two witnesses
must have occurred almost immediately Before that
year: but, at all events, it cannot have ‘occurred
after it.

We may now proceed to the second of the-two
notations, from which we are taught to determine
the chronological epoch of the slaughter of the two
witnesses.

This second notation informs us, that the wit-
nesses arc to be slain, not only immediately before
the passing away of the second woe, butlikewise
when they shall have finished their testimony.

Commentators, I believe, have generally supposed,
that the festimony of the two witnesses is the same
thing as their prophesying in sackcloth. But, as
such an opinion is in itself untenable ; so, if I mis-
take not, it renders any consistent chronological
arrangement of the slaughter of the two witnesses
altogether impossible 2,

! See above book iv. chap. 7. § II. 5.

® The sloughter of the two witnesses must inevitably be
placed, either before,sor aftcr, the expiration of the latter 1260
years.
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© That the testimony of the two witnesses  cannot

1. Now, if we identify the testimony of the two witnesses
with their prophesying in sackcloth, we shall find it impossible,
consistently with the terms of the oracle, to place their slaughter,
either before the expiration of the latter 1260 years, or after
their expiration.

1. According t& the cdmmon scheme of identification, the
witnesses bear their testimony, OR prophesy in sackcloth,
throughout the entire period of the 1260 years. Therefore they
cannot have finished their testimony, until the 1260 years shall
have expired. Conscquently, since they are not slain until they
have finished their testimony, they cannot be slain before the
expiration, but must be slain after the expiration, of the 1260
years;

2. Yet the witnesses are described, as being slain anterior to
the passing away of the second woe : and the second woe indis-
putably and confessedly passes away, before the 1260 years ex-
pire. Therefore, according to this view of the question, the
witnesses cannot be slain affer the expiration, but must be slain
before the expiration, of the 1260 years.

I1. Thus we sce, that the scheme of identifying the testimony
of the witnesses with their prophesying in sackcloth brings out
two directly opposite results.  But two opposite results mutually
destroy each other., Therefore, on such a scheme, it is impos-
sible, consistently with the terms of the oracle, to place the
slaughter of the withesses, either before the expiration of the
1260 years, or after their expiration.

" III. To exemplify this contradictoriness, we may note the
arrangement adopted by Mr. Mede.

That great commentator, perceiving that the slaughter of the
witnesses must, according to the tenor of the vision, be placed
before ihe expiration of the 1260 years, because it is said to
occur before the passing away of the second woe: perceiving
this, that great commentator readify determined such to be its
proper chronological position.

But, then, Re also perceived, that, according to the natural
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be the same as their prophesying in sackcloth, 1
prove in manner following.

and obvious rendering of the Greek, the witnesses are not slain,
until they have finished their testimony : and their testimony he
identified with their sackcloth-prophesying ; which sackclotha
prophesying is not finished, until the expiration of the 1260 years.

Pressed with this difficulty, he would, for the purpose of ob-
viating it, render the original Greek, not When they shall have
FINISHED their testimony, but When they shall be ABOUT TO
FINISH their testimony : and, by this expedient, he would en-
able himself to place the slaughter of the witnesses before the
expiration of the 1260 years ; where, according to the tenor of
the vision, it oughkt to be placed. Ed

1. But the expedicnt before us scrves only to make confusion
still worse confounded. )

For, in the first place, such a version is grammatically un-
tenable : because the Greek is incapable of being rendered,
When they shall be ABouT T0 FINISH their testimony.

And, in the second place, even if it were tenable, Mr. Mede
would still have found it impossible to avoid a direct contradic-
tion : for he placed, agreeably to his proposed translation, the
slaughter of the witnesses before they have finished their testi=
mony; whereas, if their testimony and their sackcloth-prophe-
sying be identical, they cannot be slain until after they have
finished their testimony, because otherwise they will not prophesy
in sackeloth during the whole period of the 1260 years, wlnch
yet they are expressly declared to do.

2. The whole of this inextricable perplexity arises from the
common crror of identifying the testimony of the two witnesses
with their prophesying in sackcloth : and this same error, no
doubt, has given rise to that untenable translation of the Greek
original, by which Mr. Mede would solve a difficulty that meets
him at the very outset; for, except in order to serve a turn, I
will venture to say, that no person would ever have thought of
rendering the Greek "@ray reAéowot ry paprvpiay airdy by the
English When MeJ shall be about to finish their testimony.
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The two witnesses prophesy in sackcloth during
the whole term of the latter 1260 years'. Conse-
quently, the latter 1260 years and the sackcloth-
prophesying expire synchronically. But the two
witnesses are slain before the expiration of the latter
1260 years : for they are slain before the passing
away of the second woe *: and, as all commentators
agree and as is fuily manifest from the internal evi-
dence afforded by the very texture of the Apocalypse
itself, the latter 1260 years do not expire until
after the passing away of the second woe®. They
afe, however, also slain, when they have finished
their testimony. Therefore, since they are slain
before the expiration of the latter 1260 years, and
since they are likewise slain when they have finished
their testimony ; their testimony must, doubtless,
be finished, before the expiration of the latter 1260
years. But their sackcloth-prophesying does not
terminate until the latter 1260 years expire : for
the sackcloth-prophesying and the latter 1260 years
are throughout strictly synchronical. Thercfore,
since the testimony of the two witnesses is finished
before the expiration of the latter 1260 years, and

! Rev. xi. 3.

3 Rev. xi. 7, 14.

3 The second woe passes away before the coming of the third
woe. Rev.xi. 14. But, as all commentators with abundantly
sufficient reason agree, the latter 1260 years expire some time
in the course of the third woe. See above, book ii. chap. 4.
§1. 2. II. 2. Therefore they expire affer the passing away of
the second woe.
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since the sackcloth-prophesying of the two witnesses
terminates wit/ the latter 1260 years : it is mani-
fest, that the festimony and the sac]tclotk-proplze-
sying, inasmuch as thelr respectlve terminations
are chronologically, d:ﬂ'erent cannot themselves
be identical.

On the strength of this clear demonstration, I
maintain, that the Zestimony of *the two witnesses
is not the same as their prophesying in sackcloth.

If, then, the Zestimony and the sack.cloﬂz-prm
phesying be not the same; it will natirally and
properly be asked, Wherein, do they differ frof
each other ?

To this question I reply, that the two expressions
convey two ideas, homogencous indeed, but of very
different degrees of intensity.

My view of the difference between them may be
exhibited in manner following.

To prophesy in sackeloth denotes to preack the
Gospel in a despised and depressed condition.
But to bear testimony to the blessed truths of the
‘Gospel denotes to suffer martyrdom for them, to
resist even unto blood in behalf of them, to teach
them in the face of absolute and proper and murder-
ous persccution .

As prophesying in sackeloth, the two Churches *
are called fwo prophets : as bearing their blood-

' Gr. paprvpiav, martyrdom. Comp. Rev. ii. 13. Thus
Origen informs us, that, in the ecclesiastical sense of the word,
none were styled ygp%é)eg, save those only who had sealed the
truth with their blood. Comment. in Johan, Oper. vol, ii. p. 81.
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stained testimony, they are called fwo witnesses
or two martyrs. They prophesy in sackcloth,
during the whole term of the latter 1260 years which
expire not until the effusion of the seventh vial of
the seventh trumpet : but they finish their testi-
mony or their period of sanguinary martyrdom, be--
Jore the expiration of the sixth trumpet and before
the passing away‘of the second woe®. 'When their
testimony, not their sackeloth-prophesying, is
finished ; they are figuratively slain, they figura-
tively revive, and they figuratively ascend to heaven:
but, as the allotted period of 1260 years still re-
mairls unexpired ; they still, even in their figurative
- heaven, or, in ordinary language, in their state of
political recognition and establishment, continue to
prophesy in sackcloth. The purport of such a de-
claration may easily be understood. Irom the
commencement of the latter 1260 years to the time
of their‘figurative death, the two Churches, with
such intervals of rest as they may occasionally enjoy,
preach the Gospel inthe midst of persecutions which
involve the bloody martyrdom of many of their
members : but, after they have ascended to heaven
shortly before the expiration of the second woe,
though they still continue to prophesy in sack-

' Rev. xi. 3—14. The two Churches are prophets during
the whole period of their sackeloth-prophesying ; which period
is commensurate with the whale period of the 1260 years : but
they are martyrs only during the time that they bear their tes-
timony unto blood; which time expires before the passing
away of the second woe.
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cloth, they are no longer exposed to the miseries of
a persecution unto blood by the agency of fire
and of sword’.

According, then, to this view df St. John’s phra-
seology, the secord chronological notation teaches
us, that the two witnesses should be politically
slain, when the appointed ferm J&f their blood-
stained martyrdom should have axpired : so that,
although, after their figurative resurrection and
ascension to heaven, they should still prophesy in
sackcloth even to the very end of the latter 1260
years ; yet they should henceforth no longer be
subjected to that form of absolute and direct per-
secution, which, under the unhallowed pretext of
purging out heresy, inflicts the punishment of death
upon the persceuted.

On these principles, I conclude, that the two
witnesses must have been slain and have lain dead
and have revived very shortly before the year 1697.

(2.) The next point to be determined is THE NA-
TURE OF THE DEATH, which the two witnesses are
represented as undergoing. e

Here we must recollect, that the two witnesses
are no two individual men, but that they are two
Churches. Whence, in the very nature of things,

' The only commentator, so far as I know, who has preserved
this distinction between the testimonsy and the sackcloth-pro-
phesying, is Mr. Fleming. See his Apoc. Key, p 44, 45. 1
marvel, that it should not have been more gencrally obscrved and
acknowledged. Ttis, .in truth, the very key to the chrouological
arrangement of the vision.

VOL. I1I. G
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it will follow, that they can be subject to no death
except such as a Church may be subject to. Now
the death, to which a Church is subject, may be
either moral or political : for, on the one hand, a
Church may, by apostasy, cease to be a candlestick
or a faithful dispenser of the light of divine truth;
and, on the other hand, a Church may, by the vio-
lence of persecution, be exterminated and blotted
out, so that it shall cease to be visible upon the
face of the earth. To such an ambiguity as this,
the prophetic phraseology of death and revival is
inherently liable : nor can the ambiguity be ever.
removed, save by the actual occurrence of the mat-
ter predicted %

All, therefore, which can be determined in the
abstract and without a recurrence to history, is
this: that the two Churches, designated by the
two witnesses, shall experience a death either
moral or political, when they shall have finished
their testimony, and when the Turkish woe is on
the eve of passing away.

(3.) The third point to be determined is THE
FOE, by whom the two witnesses are slain.

This hostile Power is simply styled zke wild-
beast from the abyss : but, upon examination, the
wild-beast so described will prove to be the first
wild-beast of the Apocalypse, or the wild-beast
with seven heads and ten horns. For, in one place,
we read, that the seven-}}eaded and ten-horned

! See above book i. chap. 1. § I, 5,06, 7. 1L 2, (1.)
2
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wild-béast rose up from the sea: and, in another
place, we read, that the seven-headed and ten-horned
wild-beast ascended from the abyss?. Hence it is
evident, that the wild-beast from the abyss, who
slays the two witnesses, is the same Power, as the
seven-headed and ten-horned: wild-beast who rises
up from the sea. But this ten-horned beast from
the sea, as all commentators agree, is substantially
the same as Daniel’s fourth beast which, similarly
rises from the sea: and Daniel’s fourth beast, as we
have already seen, is the Roman Empire. = Conse-
‘quently, the two witnesses are to be slain by the
Roman Empire, as existing in its apostatic stato
during the period of the latter 1260 ycars.

Such, as to the slayer of the two witnesses, is the
whole that we specifically learn from the present
oracle. But, since we know, that during the latter
1260 years the Roman Empire is in its divided
condition, or (in the symbolical language of pro-
phecy) that it cxists under some one particular head
and ten horns: we further khow, from the very
decorum of the hieroglyphic, that. it must needs
slay the witnesses through the instrumentality of
some one or other of its various dominant members.
This we clearly know : but ihe prediction now under
consideration leaves us wholly in the dark as to the
particular member, by the agency of which the
wild-beast will slay the two witnesses. In the
abstract, the member in *question may be, either his

' Compare Rev. xi. 7, xiii. 1. and xvii. 7, 8.

G 2
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imperial head, or some one of his ten regal horns.
Nothing can here be determined before the event:
yet we may naturglly enough conclude, from the
phraseology of the passage, that the enfire wild-
beast heartily approves of the evil deed perpetrated
by his particular member.

(4.) The fourth point to be determined is THE

PLACE, where the two witnesses are slain and lie dead
and revive,
- This is defined to be the broad city, which is
the great one; the city, spiritually denominated
Sodom and Egypt ; the city, where our Lord was
crucified.

So far as I can judge, Bishop Newton and Mr.
Mann needlessly perplex themselves with elaborately
attempting to shew, how the city of Rome may be
styled the citywhere our Lord suffered crucifixzion:
for the fact is, that the city of Rome is no otherwise
concerned with the title before us, than as a mere
portion of the great apocalyptic city. Throughout
the entire book of the Revelation, the great city or
the mystic Babylon, which is represented in constant
and dircct opposition to the holy city or the pure
Church, is certainly not the literal city, but the Em-
pire, of Rome: the temporal Babylon being the
temporal Empire, and the spiritual Babylon being
the spiritual Empire coéxistent with its temporal
associate. Such being the case, there is no need to
seek for any mystical sense, in which our Lord may
be said to have been crucified in the great city : he
literally suffered within its precincts; for he was
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put to death in Palestine, at that time a province
of the Roman Empire.

The region, therefore, where the two witnesses
are slain and lie dead and rewive; is the Roman
Empire : and this arrangement exactly corresponds
with their locality,*as set forth in the prediction
itself. They are described, ns prephesying in the
presence of those new Gentiles, v.vho tread the holy
city underfoot during forty and two months. But
these Gentiles, by the chronologicel corrgspondence
of their allotted period, are shewn to be the sub-
jects of the little Roman horn foretold by Daniel :
for the Gentiles tread down the holy city during 42
prophetic months, while the saints are given up to
the little Roman horn during three times and a
half; and 42 months and three times and a half are
one and the same period differently expressed.
Therefore the stage, where the two witnesses pro-
phesy and are slain and revive, must be .the same
region as that, where the little Roman horn tyran-
nises, and where the Gentiles tread down the holy
city.

In what particular district of -the Roman Em-
pire the witnesses are to be slain, we are not speci-
fically told : but common sense shews, that wherever
are seated the two Churches which they are em-,
ployed to shadow out, there obviously must the
slaughter take place. Their.dead bodies, or their
scattercd members, may lie exposed in various parts
of the cmpire : but the death-blow must be struck
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in the particular district, where the two Churches
themselves are seated. '

2. These preliminaries being settled, we shall
now be prepared te ascertain the right application
of the prophecy to matter of fact.

The prophecy in question treats of three leading
particulars : the-war against the two witnesses; the
earthquake which overturns a tenth part of the
great city ; and the passing away of the second woe,
These are described, as being very nearly synchro-
nical : for the earthquake occurs in the same hour,
or in the same season, with the war against the two
witnesses ; and the second woe passes away imme-
diately afterward.

(1.) With respect to the war against the two wit-
nesses, the following scrics of facts stands recorded
by the voice of history.

After many centuries of bloody persecution had
clapsed, during which the Vallenses and the Albi-
gensces, both separately and jointly, bore a faithful
testimony to the Gospel of Christ, the Duke of
Savoy, at the instigation of the French King, issued
an edict, by which, on pain of death, he forbad the
exercise of their religion, banished all their pastors,
and commanded their places of worship to be des-
troyed. This edict bore date, the 31st of January
in the year 1686.

The effect, produced by a decree of such a de-
scription, may easily be anticipated. France and
Savoy let loose their blood-hdunds upon an innocent
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and unoffending people: murders and rapes and
every abomination followed: and, the valleys in a
very short space of time having been wholly depo-
pulated by the expulsion of their former inhabitants,
the place of the fugitives was supplied by the colo-
nising adherents of the dominant superstition.

Thus were the two ancient united Churches com-
pletely suppressed ; a calamity, which at no former
period had ever befallen them : yet, scattered far
and wide, their fragments, thoug'ﬂg dissoived as a
body corporate, still retained their separate exist-
ence. In the course of God’s providence, they
were not suffered to vanish utterly from off the face
of the earth : they were not suffered to be lost and
absorbed in the several communions of those pro-
testant States, within whose territorial dominions
they had taken refuge. On the contrary, though
the two Churches were politically dissolved, their
members were individually preserved from cemplete
annihilation.

In this state they continued during the space of
three years and a half: but, at the end of that
period, they began once more to act in a body.
Under the conduct of Henri Arnaud, eight hundred
of the most intrepid among them, having assem-
bled in the Swiss territory, secretly crossed the
lake of Geneva, on the night of the 16th of August
in the year 1689 : and, enteritg Savoy with their
swords in their hands, drove from their native val-
leys the intrusive Romanists, and recovered by main
force their ancienf possessions. In thi extraordi-
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nary enterprize so complete was their success, that,
ere the month of April in the year 1690 had com-
menced, after a series of victories over the troops of
France and Savoy, they had firmly established them-
selves in the seats of their ancestors.

Nor did their triumph terminate here. In the
course of God’s P’rovidence events were so ordered,
that the Duke «of Savoy was led to desert the
French interest ; and, in consequence of this new
political arrangéﬁment by an edict dated the 4th of
June in‘the year 1690, he recalled and reéstablished
the remainder of the Vallenses and the Albigenses,
granting to them henceforth, though with many
vexatious restrictions, the exercise of the religion.of
their forefathers.

Thus were these two ancient united Churches
built up anew, and solemnly established by an act
of the civil power, in those identical valleys of Pied-
mont and Savoy, where the Albigenses, when driven
out of the south of France by the crusade of the
thirteenth century, had taken refuge among their
brethren the Vallenses *.

The series of facts, here detailed from the voice
of history, requires but little comment.

It has been pronounced, that the Vallenses and
the Albigenses are the two witnessing Churches of
the Apocalypse : because, although many pious in-
dividuals and several entire communities have pro-

! Whiston’s Essay on the Rev. part iii, p. 238—241. Jones’s

Hist. of the Christ. Church, vol. ii. p. 406—444. Gilly’s Narrat.
p. 171—188: Arnaud’s Glorious Recov. passim,
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tested against the corruptions of the great Apostasy
and have thence withdrawn themselves from the
pale of the Roman Church ; yet these are the only
two Churches or (in the figured larignage of pro-
phecy) the only two caitdlesticks, which never sub-
mitted to the domination of the man of sin, which
never thercfore had need to réform themselves from
his corrupt innovations, and whjch can be found
discharging the office of faithful preachers of the
truth from the very commencemen¥ of thesappointed
1260 years down even to the present hour, Hence
it may be expected, that the prediction relative to
the slaughter and revival of the two apocalyptic
witnesses will be accomplished in the-two Churches
of the Vallenses and the Albigenses: and here, ac-
cordingly, will be found its accomplishment.

- We have ascertained, that the war against the
two witnesses, which is specially alluded to in the
prophecy, must have occurred wvery shortly before
the ycar 1697, and that it cannot have occurred
later than that year.

Agreeably to this conclusion, an edict was issued
on the 31st of January in the year 1686, by the
operation of which the two Churches were, in their
corporate capacity, dissolved : or, in the prophetic
style, the two witnesses were, on that day, slain by
the wild-beast acting through the instrumentality of
two of his then existing hornss France and Savoy.

But their lacerated members were not buried.
On the contrary, the).r were not suffered to be ab-
sorbed by the several communions of ghose protes-
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tant States, within whose dominions they had taken
refuge. They were still preserved, in a separate
and distinct and visible condition, on the surface of
the earth or the Western Roman Empire, notwith-
standing the popish inhabitants of that earth re-
joiced over them as if irrecoverably dissolved and
never more to be resuscitated.

Their unexpected resurrection, however, was near
at hand. The two witnesses were slain, or the two
Churches were disolved, on the 31st day of January
in the year 1686 : but, exactly three years and a
half after this marked epoch, or on the 16th day of
Augnst in the year 1689, when the exiles in a body
crossed the lake of Geneva and invaded Savoy ; the
spirit of life from God entered into them, and they
stood upon their feet.

Victory attended their progress : and great fear,
as history most remarkably and most literally bears
testimony to the truth of prophecy, fell upon those
that saw them '. For, notwithstanding the oppo-
sition made by the troops of France and Savoy, ere

! Very worthy of note is the language employed by their his-
torian Boyer.

A dreadful fright from God, says he, fell upon their enemies:
so that they had no courage nor conduct to defend themselves

" against the Vaudois; who, without any trouble or resistance,

chased them out of the valleys—So many happy successes make
it clear, that the God of battles inspired them with the generous
courage of returning into their own country to kindle again the
candle of his word which the emissaries of Satan had extine
guished there. Hist. of the Vaud. p. 226.

Compare this language with Rev. xi. 11, and xi. 4, 7.
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the month of April in the year 1690 had elapsed,
the two united Churches were again firmly placed
in their ancient seats, restored from their allegorical
death and instinct with new vitalidy.

Shortly after this extraordinary political resusci-
tation, prophecy teachés us, that they heard a great
voice from the symbolical heavén, saying to them,
Come up hither : and, accordingly, on the fourth
day of June in the year 1690, the edict for their
full and legal establishment as indepdhdent Ghurches
was signed by the sovereign of the country.:

Yet, while they were thus legally established by
the civil power as independent Churches; they
were so established, not in a state of -dominance
and favour, but in a state of sorrow and depres-
sion as to themselves and with undisguised feel-
ings of jealousy and dislike on the part of their
encmies.

This circumstance is not a little remarkable :
yet, without its actual occurrence, the general chro-
nology of the prophecy would have failed. The
two witnesses, notwithstanding their civil establish-
ment at the close of the period altotted to their
blood-stained testimony, are to prophesy in sack-
cloth or to preach the Gospel in an afflicted condi-
tion to the very end of the appointed 1260 years.
If, therefore, they had been dominantly established
as the reformed Church of England was; they
would have ceased to prophesy in sackcloth, ere the .
1260 years had expired : ‘and thus, in the general



92 THE SACRED CALENDAR [BooK v.

chronology of the prediction, there would have been
a manifest failure ™, '

I have remarked, that, although the prophecy
leaves the evente to determine the particular head
or horn by the agency ef which the Roman wild-
beast is to slay the two witnesscs; yet the phra-
seology of the passage seems to intimate very
strongly, that the deed should be perpetrated with
the entire assent and consent and approbation of
the whole apostate Empire.

Accerdingly, there perhaps never was a period

' This explanation of the prophecy, in its great outlines, hes
becn given by Bishop Lloyd and Mr. Whiston: I say in its
great outlines ; because so far as I can judge, they erroncously
compute the threc years and a half from the December of the
year 1686 to the June of the year 1690, The same exposition
has also been adopted by Mr. Jurieu. I may add, that the cha-
racter of the two witnesses is claimed for the united Churches
of the Vallenses and the Albigenses by the celcbrated Henri
Arnaud, who headed the troop which recovered their native
valleys at the point of the sword. The ground of his claim
is, that, at the latter end of the seventeenth century, the two
Churches had already contended with the Roman wild-beast
Jor more than 1100 years ; which would make them to have
prophesied in sackcloth fr