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EVENINQ JOURNAL TRACTS.—No. 1.

THE IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT.

j^ SFEEOH
BT

WILLIAM H. SEWAED,
DELIVERED AT ROCHESTER, MONDAY, OCT. 25, 1858.

Fellow-Citizens: The unmistakable out-

breaks of zeal which occur all around me, show
that you are earnest men—and such a man am
I. Let us therefore, at least for a time, pass by
all secondary and collateral questions, whether
of a personal or of a general nature, and con-

sider the main subject of the present canvass.

The Democratic party—or, to speak more ac-

curately—the party Avhich wears that attract-

ive name, is in possession of the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Republicans propose to dislodge

that party, and dismiss it from its high trust.

The main subject, then, is, whether the De-
mocratic party deserves to retain the confidence

of the American People. In attempting to

prove it unworthy, I think that I am not actu-

ated by prejudices against that party, or by
prepossessions in favor of its adversary ; for I

have learned, by some experience, that virtue

and patriotism, vice and selfishness, are found
in all parties, and that they differ less in their

motives than in the policies they pursue.

Our country is a theatre, which exhibits, in

full operation, two radically different political

systems ; the one resting on the basis of servile

or slave labor, the other on the basis of volun-
tary labor of freemen.
The laborers who are enslaved are all negroes,

or persons more or less purely of African deri-

vation. But this is only accidental. The prin-

ciple of the system is, that labor in every so-

ciety, by whomsoever performed, is necessarily

unintellectual, grovelhng and base ; and that

the laborer, equally for his own good and for

the welfare of the State, ought to be enslaved.

The white laboring man, whether native or for-

eigner, is not enslaved, only because he cannot,

as yet, be reduced to bondage.
You need not be told now that the slave

system is the older of the two, and that once

it was universal.

The emancipation of our own ancestors, Cau-
casians and Europeans as they were, hardly

dates beyond a period of five hundred yeara

The great melioration of human society which
modern times exhibit, is mainly due to the in-

complete substitution of the system of volun-

tary labor for the old one of servile labor, whicli

has already taken place. This African slave

system is one which, in its origin and in its

growth, has been altogether foreign from the

habits of the races which colonized these States^

and established civilization here. It was intro-

duced on this new continent as an engine of

conquest, and for the estabhshment of monar-
chial power, by the Portuguese and the Spattr

iards, and was rapidly extended by them all

over South America, Central America, Louisi-

ana, and Mexico. Its legitimate fruits are seen

in the poverty, imbecility, and anarchy, which
now pervade all Portuguese and Spanish Ame-
rica. The free-labor system is of German ex-

traction, and it was established in our country

by emigrants from Sweden, Holland, Germany,
Great Britain, and Ireland.

We justly ascribe to its influences the strength,

wealth, greatness, intelligence, and freedom,

which the whole American people now enjoy.

One of the chief elements of the value of human
life is freedom in the pursuit of happiness. The
slave system is not only intolerable, unjust, and

inhuman, towards the laborer, whom, only be-

cause he is a laborer, it loads down with chains

and converts into merchandise, but is scarcely

less severe upon the freeman, to whom, only

because he is a laborer from necessity, it de-

nies facilities for employment, and whom it

expels from the community because it cannot
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enslave and convert him into merchandise also.

It is necessarily improvident and ruinous, be-

cause, as a general tiutJi, communities prosper

and flourish or droop and decline in just the

degree that they practise or neglect to practise

the primary duties of justice and humanity.
The free-labor system conforms to the divine

law of equality, which is written in the hearts

and consciences of men, and therefore is always
and everywhere beneficent.

The slave system is one of constant danger,

distrust, suspicion, and watchfulness. It deba-
ses those whose toil alone can produce wealth
and resources for defence, to the lowest degree
of which human nature is capable, to guard
against mutiny and insurrection, and thus
wastes energies which otherwise might be em-
ployed in national development and aggran-
dizement.

The free-labor system educates all alike, and
by opening all the fields of industrial employ-
ment, and all the departments of authority, to

the unchecked and equal rivalry of all classes

of men, at once secures universal contentment,
»ud brings mto the highest possible activity all

the physical, moral, and social energies of the

-whole State. In States where the slave- sys-

tem prevails, the masters, directly or indirectly,

secure all political power, and constitute a ru-

iliug aristocracy. In States where the free-labor

•system prevails, universal suffrage necessarily

obtains, and the State inevitably becomes,
.-sooner or later, a republic or democracy.

Russia yet maintains slavery, and is a despo-
tism. Most of the other European States have
abolished slavery, and adopted the system of
free-labor. It was the antagonistic political

tendencies of the two systems which the first

(Napoleon was contemplating when he predict-

ed that Europe would ultimately be either all

Cossack or all Repubhcan. Never did human
sagacity utter a more pregnant truth. The
two systems are at once perceived to be incon-
gruous. But they are more than incongruous
—they are incompatible. They never have
permanently existed togetlier in one country,
and they never can. It would be easy to de-
monstrate this impossibility, from the irreconcil-

.«ble contrast between their great principles and
characteristics. But the experience of mankind
has conclusively established it. Slavery, as I

have already intimated, existed in every State
in Europe. Free labor has supplanted it every-
where except in Russia and Turkey. State
necessities developed in modern times, are now
obliging even those two nations to encourage
and employ free labor; and already, despotic

'a.* they are, we find them engaged inabohsh-
•ing slavery. In the United States, slavery
came into collision with free labor at the close

of the last century, and fell before it in New
England, New York, New Jersey, and Penn-
sylvania, but triumphed over it effectually, and
excluded it for a period yet undetermined, from
Virginia, the CaroUna.s, and Georgia. Indeed,
so incompatible are the two systems, that every
new State which is organized within our ever-

extending domain makes its first political act a
choice of the one and an exclusion of the other,

even at the cost of civil war, if necessary. The
slave States, without law, at the last national

election, successfully forbade, within then- own
limits, even the casting of votes for a candidate

for President of the United States supposed to

be favorable to the establishment of the free-

labor system in new States.

Hitherto, the two systems have existed in

different States, but side by side within the

American Union. This has happened because

the Union is a confederation of States. But in

another aspect the United States constitute only

one nation. Increase of population, which is

filling the States out to their very borders, to-

gether with a new and extended net-work of

railroads and other avenues, and an internal

commerce which daily becomes more intimate,

is rapidly bringing the States into a higher and
more perfect social unity or consolidation.

Thus, these antagonistic systems are continu-

ally coming into closer contact, and collision

results.

Shall I tell you what this collision means ?

They who think that it is accidental, unneces-

sary, the work of interested or fanatical agita-

tors, and therefore ephemeral, mistake the case

altogether. It is an irrepressible conflict be-

tween opposing and enduring forces, and it

means that the United States must and will,

sooner or later, become either entirely a slave-

holding nation, or entirely a free-labor nation.

Either the cotton and rice fields of South Caro-

lina and the sugar plantations of Louisiana will

ultimately be tilled by free labor, and Charleston

and New Orleans become marts for legitimate

merchandise alone, or else the rye-fields and

wheat-fields of Massachusetts and New York
must again be surrendered by their farmers to

slave culture and to the production of slaves,

and Boston and New York become once more
markets for trade in the bodies and souls of

men. It is the failure to apprehend this great

truth that induces so many unsuccessful at-

tempts at final compromise between the slave

and free States, and it is the existence of this

great fact that renders all such pretended com-
promises, when made, vain and ephemeral.

Startling as this saying may appear to you, fel-

low-citizens, it is by no means an original or

even a moderate one. Our forefathers knew
it to be true, and unanimously acted upon it

when they framed the Constitution of the

United States. They regarded the existence

of the servile system in so many of the States

with sorrow and shame, which they openly

confessed, and they looked upon the collision

between them, which was then just revealing

itself, and which we are now accustomed to

deplore, with favor and hope. They knew
that either the one or the other system must

exclusively prevail.

Unlike too many of those who in modem
time invoke their authority, they had a choice

between the two. They preferred the system

of free labor, and they determined to organize
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the Government, and so to direct its activity,

that that system should surely and certainly

prevail. For this purpose, and no other, they

based the whole stiucture of Government
broadly on the principle that all men are

created equal, and therefore free—little dream-

ing that, Avithin the short period of one hun-

dred years, their descendants would bear to

be told by any orator, however popular, that

the utterance of that principle was merely a

rhetorical rhapsod_y ; or by any judge, how-
ever venerated, that it was attended by men-
tal reservations, which rendered it hypocriti-

cal and false. I3y the Ordinance of 1787, they

dedicated all of the national domain not yet

polluted by Slavery to free labor immediately,

thenceforth and forever ; while by the new
Constitution and laws they invited foreign

free labor from all lands under the sun, and
interdicted the importation of African slave

labor, at all times, in all places, and under all

circumstances whatsoever. It is true that

they necessarily and wisely modified this

policy of Freedom, by leaving it to the several

States, aft'ected aa they were by differing cir-

cumstances, to abolish slavery in their own
way and at their own pleasure, instead of

confiding that duty to Congress, and that they

secured to the Slave States, while yet I'etain-

ing the system of Slavery, a three-fifths repre-

sentation of slaves in the Federal Government,
until they should find themselves able to re-

linquish it with safet}'-. But the very nature

of these modifications fortifies my position

that the fathers knew that the two systems

could not endure within the Union, and ex-

pected that within a short period Slavery

would disappear forever. Moreover, in order

that these modifications might not altogether

defeat their grand design of a Republic main-
taining universal equality, they provided that

two-thirds of the States might amend the

Constitution.

It remains to say on this point only one
word, to guard against misapprehension. If

these States are to again become universally

slave-holding, I do not pretend to say with

what violations of the Constitution that end
shall be accomplished. On the other hand,

while I do conhdently beheve and hope that

my country will yet become a land of univer-

sal Freedom, I do not expect that it will be
made so otherwise than through the action

of the several States co-operating w'ith the

Federal Government, and all acting in strict

conformity with their respective Constitutions.

The strife and contentions concerning Sla-

very, which gently-disposed persons so habi-

tually deprecate, are nothing more than the

ripening of the conflict which the fathers

themselves not only thus regarded with favor,

but which they may be said to have insti-

tuted.

It is not to be denied, however, that thus

far the course of that contest has not been
according to their humane anticipations and
wishes. In the field of federal poUtics, Sla-

very, deriving unlooked-for advantages from

commercial changes, and energies unforeseen

from the facilities of combination between
members of the slaveholding class and between
that class and other property classes, early

rallied, and has at length made a stand, not

merely to retain its original defensive position,

but to extend its sway throughout the whole
Union. It is certain that the slaveholding

class of American citizens indulge this high

ambition, and that they derive encouragement

for it from the rapid and eflective political

successes which they have already obtained.

The plan of operation is this: By continued

appliances of patronage and threats of dis-

union, they will keep a majority favorable to

these designs in the Senate, where each State

has an equal representation. Through that

majority they will defeat, as they best can,

the admission of free States and secure the

admission of slave States. Under the protec-

tion of the Judiciary, they will, on the princi-

ple of the Dred Scott case, carry Slavery into

all the Territories of the United States now
existing and hereafter to be organized. By
the action of the President and the Senate,

using the treaty-making power, they will an-

nex foreign slaveholding States. In a favor-

able conjuncture they will induce Congress to

repeal the act of 1808, which prohibits the

foreign slave-trade, and so they will import

fi-om Africa, at the cost of only $20 a head,

slaves enough to fill up the interior of the

continent. Thus relatively increasing the

number of slave States, they will allow no

amendment to the Constitution prejudicial to

their interest; and so, having permanently

established their power, they expect the

Federal Judiciary to nullify all State laws

which shall interfere with internal or foreign

commerce in slaves. When the fr«e States

shall be sufficiently demoralized to tolerate

these designs, they reasonable conclude that

Slavery will be accepted by those States them-

selves. I shall not stop to show how speedy

or how complete would be the ruin which

the accomplishment of these slaveholding

schemes would bring upon the country. For

one, I should not remain in the country to

test the sad experiment. Having spent my
manhood, though not my whole life, in a free

State, no aristocracy of any kind, much less

an aristocracy of slaveholders, shall ever make
the laws of the land in which I shall be con-

tent to live. Having seen the society around

me universally engaged in agriculture, manu-
factures and trade, which were innocent and

beneficent, I shall never be a denizen of a

State where men and women are reared as

cattle, and bought and sold as merchandise.

When that evil day shall come, and all further

eflbrt at resistance shall be impossible, then,

if there shall be no better hope for redemption

than I can now foresee, I shall say with Frank-

lin, while looking abroad over the whole earth

for a new and more congenial home, " Where
liberty dwells, there is my country."



You will tell me that these fears are extra-

vagant and chimerical. I answer, they are

so ; but they are so only because the designs

of the slaveholders must and can be defeated.

But it is only the possibility of defeat that

renders them so. They cannot be defeated

by inactivity. There is no escape from them,

compatible with non-resistance. How, then,

and m what way, shall the necessary resist-

ance be made ? There is only one way. The
Democratic party must be permanently dis-

lodged from the Government. The reason is,

that the Democratic party is inextricably com-
mitted to the designs of the slaveholders,

which I have described. Let me be well un-
derstood. I do not charge that the Demo-
cratic candidates for public office now before

the people are pledged to, much less that the

Democratic masses who support them really

adopt, those atrocious and dangerous designs.

Candidates may, and generally do, mean to

act justly, wisely, and patriotically, when they
shall be elected ; but they become the mini-

Btei's and servants, not the dictators, of the

power which elects them. The policy which
a party shall pursue at a future period is only

gradually developed, depending on the occur-

rence of events never fully foreknown. The
motives of men, whether acting as electors or

in any other capacity, are generally pure.

Nevertheless, it is not more true that "Hell is

paved with good intentions," than it is that

earth is covered with wrecks resulting from
innocent and amiable motives.

The very constitution of the Democratic
party commits it to execute all the designs of

the slaveholders, whatever they may be. It

is not a party of the whole Union, of all the

free States and of all the slave States ; nor yet
is it a party of the free States in the North
and in the Northwest; but it is a sectional

and local party, having practically its seat

within the slave States, and counting its con-
stituency chiefly and almost exclusively there.

Of all its representatives in Congress and in

the Electoral Colleges, two-thirds uniformly

come from these States. Its great element of

strength lies in the vote of the slaveholders,

augmented by the representation of three-

fifths of the slaves. Deprive the Democratic
party of this strength, and it would be a help-

le{?s and hopeless minority, incapable of con-
tinued organization. The Democratic party,

being thus local and sectional, acquires new
strength from the admission of every new
slave State, and loses relatively by the admis-
sion of every new free State into the Union.
A party is in one sense a joint-stock associ-

ation, in which those who contribute most
direct the action and management of the con-
cern. The slaveholders contributing in an
overwhelming proportion to the capital strength

of the Democratic party, they necessarily dic-

tate and prescribe its policy. The inevitable

caucus system enables them to do so with a
diow of fairness and justice. If it were pos-

sible to conceive for a moment that the Demo-

cratic party should disobey the behests of the

slaveholders, we should then see a withdrawal
of the slaveholders, which would leave the
party to perish. The portion of the party

which is found in the free States is a mere ap-

pendage, convenient to modify its sectional

character, without impairing its sectional con-
stitution, and is less effective in regulating

its movement than the nebulous tail of the

comet is in determining the appointed though
apparently eccentric course of the fiery sphere

from which it emanates.

To expect the Democratic party to resist

Slavery and favor Freedom, is as unreasonable
as to look for Protestant missionaries to the

Catholic Propaganda of Rome. The history

of the Democratic party commits it to the

policy of Slavery. It has been the Demo-
cratic party, and no other agency, which has
carried that policy up to its present alarming
culmination. Without stopping to ascertain,

critically, the origin of the present Democratic
party, we may concede its claim to date from
the era of good feeling which occurred under
the Administration of President Monroe. At
that time, in this State, and about that time in

many others of the fi'ee States, the Democratic
party deliberately disfranchised the free colored

or African citizen, and it has pertinaciously

continued this disfranchisement ever since.

This was an effective aid to Slavery ; for while
the slaveholder votes for his slaves against

Freedom, the freed slave in the free States is

prohibited from voting against Slavery.

In 1824, the Democracy resisted the elec-

tion of John Quincy Adams—himself before

that time an acceptable Democrat—and in

1828, it expelled him from the Presidency and
put a slaveholder in his place, although the

office had been filled by slaveholders thirty-

two out of forty years.

In 1836, Martin Van Buren—the first non-
slaveholding citizen of a free State to whose
election the Democratic party ever consented

—signalized his inauguration into the Presi-

dency by a gratuitous announcement, that

under no circumstances would he ever approve
a bill for the abolition of Slavery in the Dis-

trict of Columbia. From 1838 to 1844, the

subject of abolishing Slavery in ,the District

of Columbia and in the national dock-yards
and arsenals was brought before Congress by
repeated popular appeals. The Democratic
party thereupon promptly denied the right of

petition, and effectually suppressed the free-

dom of speech in Congress, so far as the insti-

tution of Slavery was concerned.

From 1840 to 1843, good and wise men
counselled that Texas should remain outside

of the Union until she should consent to re-

linquish her self-instituted Slavery; but the

Democratic party precipitated her admission

into the Union, not only without that condi-

tion, but even with a covenant that the State

might be divided and reorganized so as to con-

stitute four slave States instead of one.

In 1846, when the United States became in-



volved in a war with Mexico, and it was ap-

parent that the struggle would end in the dis-

memberment of that republic, which was a

non-slaveholding power, the Democratic party

rejected a declaration that Slavery siiuuld not

be established within the territory to be ac-

quired. Wlieu, in 1850, governments were to

be instituted in the Territories of California and
New Mexico, the fruits of that war, the Dem-
ocratic party refused to admit New Mexico as

a free State, and only consented to admit Cali-

fbrnia as a free State on the condition, as it

has since explained the transaction, of leaving

all of New Mexico and Utah open to Slavery,

to which was also added the concession of per-

petual Slavery in the District of Columbia, and
the passage of an unconstitutional, cruel, and
humihating law, for the recapture of fugitive

slaves, Avith a further stipulation that the sub-

ject of Slavery should never again be agitated

in either chamber of Congress. When, in

1854, the slaveholders were contentedly repos-

ing on these great advantages, then so recently

won, the Democratic party unnecessarily,

oflSciously, and with superserviceable hberality,

awakened them from their slumber, to offer

and force on their acceptance the abrogation

of the law wliich declared that neither Slavery

nor involuntary servitude should ever exist

within that part of the ancient territory of

Louisiana which lay outside of the State of Mis-

gouii, and north of the parallel of 36 deg. 30 m.

of north latitude—a law Avhich, with the ex-

ception of one other, was the only statute of-

Freedom then remaining in the Federal code.

In 1856, when the people of Kansas had or-

ganized a new State within the region thus

abandoned to Slavery, and applied to be ad-

mitted as a free State into the Union, the

Democratic party contemptuously rejected

their petition, and drove them with menaces
and intimidations, from the Halls of Congress,

and armed the President with military power
to enforce their submission to a slave code, es-

tablished over them by fraud and usurpation.

At every subsequent stage of the long contest

which has since raged in Kansas, the Demo-
cratic party has lent its sympathies, its aid, and
all the powers of the G-overnment which it con-
trolled, to enforce Slavery upon that unwilling

and injured people. And now, even at this

day, while it mocks us with the assurance that

Kansas is free, the Democratic party keeps the

State excluded from her just and proper place

in the Union, under the hope that slie may be
di'agooned into the acceptance of Slavery.

The Democratic party, finally, has procured
from a Supreme Judiciary, fixed in its interest,

a decree that Slavery exists by ibrce of the

Constitution in every Territory of the United
States, paramount to all legislative authority,

either within the Territory, or residing in Con-
gress.

Such is the Democratic party. It has no
policy. State or Federal, for finance, or trade,

or manufacture, or commerce, or education, or

internal improvements, or for the protection or

even the security of civil or religious liberty.

It is positive and uncompromising in the in-

terest of Slavery—negative, compromising, and
vacillating, in regard to everything else. It

boasts its love of equality, and wastes its

strength, and even its life, in fortifying the only

aristocracy known in the land. It professes

fraternity, and, so often as Slavery requires,

allies itself with proscription. It magnifies it-

self for conquests in foreign lands, but it sends

the national eagle forth always with chains,

and not the olive branch, in his fangs.

This dark record shows you, fellow-citizens,

what I was unwiUing to announce at an earlier

stage of this argument, that of the whole nefa-

rious schedule of slaveholding designs which I

have submitted to you, the Democratic party

has left only one yet to be consummated—the

abrogation of the law which forbids the African

slave trade.

Now, I know very well that the Democratic

party has, at every stage of these proceedings,

disavowed the motive and the policy of forti-

fying and extending Slavery, and has excused

them on entirely different and more plausible

grounds. But the inconsistency and frivolity

of these pleas prove still more conclusively the

guilt I charge upon that party. It must, in-

deed, try to excuse such guilt before mankind,

and even to the consciences of its own adher- •

ents. There is an instinctive abhorrence of

Slavery, and an inborn and inhering love of

Freedom in the human heart, which render pal-

liation of such gross misconduct indispensable.

It disfranchised the free African on the ground

of a fear that, if left to enjoy the right of suf-

frage, he might seduce the free white citizen

into amalgamation with his wronged and de-

spised race. The Democratic party con-

demned and deposed John Quincy Adams,
because he expended $12,000,000 a year,

while it justifies his favored successor in spend-

ing §70,000,000, §80,000,000, and even

$100,000,000, a year. It denies emancipation

in the District of Columbia, even Avith com-
pensation to masters and the consent of the peo-

ple, on the ground of an implied constitutional

inhibition, although the Constitution expressly

confers upon Congress sovereign legislative

power in that District, and although the Dem-
ocratic party is tenacious of the principle of

strict construction. It violated the express pro-

visions of the Constitution in suppressing peti-

tion and debate on the subject of Slavery,

tlu-ough fear of disturbance of the public har-

mony, although it claims that the electors have a

right to instruct their representatives, and even

demand their resignation in cases of contumacy.

It extended Slavery over Texas, and connived

at the attempt to spread it across the Mexican
territories, even to the shores of the Pacific

Ocean, under a plea of enlarging the area of

Freedom. It abrogated the Mexican slave law

and the Missouri Compromise prohibition of

Slavery in Kansas, not to open the new Ter-

ritories to Slavery, but to try therein the new
and fascinating theories of Non-interventioa



and Popular Sovereignty ;
and, finally, it over-

threw buth these new and elegant systems by

the English Lecompton bill and tlie Dred Scott

decision, on the ground that the free States

ought not to enter the Union without a popu-

lation equal to the representative basis of one

member of Congress, although slave States

might come in without inspection as to their

numbers.
Will any member of the Democratic party

now here claim that the authorities chosen by

the sullrages of the party transcended their

partisan platforms, and so misrepresented the

party in the various transactions I have recited ?

Then I asl< him to name one Democratic states-

man 01' legislator, from Van Buren to Walker,

who eillier timidly or cautiously like them, or

boldly and defiantly like Douglas, ever refused

to execute a behest of the slaveholders and was
not therefor, and for no other cause, immedia-

tely denounced, and deposed from his trust, and

repudiated by the Democratic party for that

contumacy.
I think, fellow-citizens, that I have shown

you that it is high time for the friends of Free-

dom to rush to the rescue of the Constitution,

and that their very first duty is to dismiss the

Democratic party from the administration of

the Govt'rnment.

Why shall it not be done? All agree that

it ought to be done. What, then, sliall prevent

its being done ? Nothing but timidity or di-

vision of the opponents of the Democratic

party.

Some of these opponents start one objection,

and some another. Let us notice these ob-

jections briefly. One class say that they can-

not trust the Republican party; that it has

not avowed its hostility to Slavery boldly

enough, or its affection for Freedom earnestly

enough.
I ask, in reply, is there any other party

which can be more safely trusted? Every one

knows that it is the Republican party, or none,

that shall displace the Democratic party. But
I answer, further, that the character and

fidelity of any party are determined, neces-

sarily, not by its pledges, programmes, and

platforms, but by the public exigencies, and the

temper of the people when they call it into

activity. Subserviency to Slavery is a law

written not only on the forehead of the Demo-
cratic party, but also in its very soul—so resis-

tance to Slavery, and devotion to Freedom,

the popular elements now actively working
for the Republican party among the people,

must and will be the resources for its ever-

renewing strength and constant invigoration.

Others cannot support the Republican party,

because it has not sufficiently exposed its plat-

form, and determined what it will do, and what
it will not do, when triumphant. It may prove

too progressive for some, and too conservative

for others. As if any party ever foresaw so

clearly the course of future events as to plan a

universal scheme for future action, adapted to

all possible emergencies. Who would ever

have joined even the Whig party of the Revo-
lution, if it had been obhged to answer, in 1775,
whether it would declare for Independence in

1776, and for this noble Federal Constitution

of ours in 1787, and not a year earher or

later ?

The people of the United States will be as

wise next year, and the year afterward, and
even ten years hence, as Ave are now. They
will oblige the Republican party to act as the

public welfare and the interests of justice

and humanity shall require, through all the

stages of its career, Avhether of trial or

triumph.

Others Avill not venture an effort, because

they fear that the Union would not endure
the change. Will such objectors tell me how
long a Constitution can bear a strain directly

along the fibres of which it is composed?
This is a Constitution of Freedom. It is

being converted into a Constitution of Slavery.

It is a republican Constitution. It is being

made an aristocratic one. Others wish to

wait until some collateral questions concern-

ing temperance, or the exercise of the elective

franchise are properly settled. Let me ask all

such persons, whether time enough has not

been wasted on these points already, without

gaining any other than this single advantage,

namely, the discovery that only one thing can be
effectually done at one time, and that the one
thing which must and will be done at any one
time is just that thing which is most urgent,

and will no longer admit of postponement or

delay. Finally, we are told by faint-hearted

men that they despond ;
the Democratic party,

they say, is unconquerable, and the dominion

of Slavery is consequently inevitable. I reply

to them, that the complete and universal do-

minion of Slavery Avould be intolerable enough
when it should have come after the last possi-

ble effort to escape should have been made.

There w^ould, in that case, be left to us the con-

soling reflection of fidelity to duty.

But I rej^ly further, that I knoAv—few, I

think, know better than I—the resources and
energies of the Democratic party, which is

identical with the Slave Power. I do ample

prestige to its traditional popularity. I know,
further—few, I think, know better than I—the

difficulties and disadvantages of organizing a

new political force, like the Republican party,

and the obstacles it must encounter in laboring

without prestige and without patronage. But,

understanding all this, I know that the Demo-
cratic party must go down, and that the Re-

publican party must rise into its place. The
Democratic party derived its strength, origin-

ally, from its adoption of the principles of equal

and exact justice to all men. So long as it

practised this principle faithfully, it was invul-

nerable. It became vulnerable when it re-

nounced the principle, and since that time it

has maintained itself, not by virtue of its own
strength, or even of its traditional merits, but

because there as yet had appeared in the poht-

ical field no other party that had the conscience



ami the courage to take vip, ami avow, and

practise the hle-inspiriny principle which the

Democratic pai'ty !iad sun-endereii At hist,

the Repubhcan party lias appeared. It avows,

now, as the Republican party of 1800 did, in

one word, its faith and its works, " Equal and

exact justice to all men." Even when it first

enter.'d the field, only half organized, it struck

a blow wiiich only just failed to secure com-
plete and triumphant victory. In this, its sec-

ond campaign, it has already won advantages

which render that triumph now both easy and

certain.

The secret of its assured success lies in that

very characteristic which, in the moutli of scof-

fer.s, constitutes its great and lasting imbecility

and reproaclL It lies in the fact that it is a

party of one idea ; but that idea is a noble one

—an idea that fills and expands all generous

souls; the idea of equality— the equality of all

men belbre human tribunals and human laws,

as they all are equal before the Divine tribunal

and Divine laws.

I know, and you know, that a revolution has

begun. I know, arul all the world knows, that,

revolutions never go backward. Twenty Sen-

ators and a hundred Representatives proclaim

boldly in Congress to-day sentiments and opin-

ions and princiiiles of Freedom wiiich hardly

so many men, even in this free State, dared to

titter in their own homes twenty years ago.

While the Government of the United States,,

under the conduct of the Democratic party,

lias been all that time surrendering one plain

and castle after another to Slavery, the people

of the United States have been no less steadily

and perseveringly gathering together the forces

with which to recover back again all the fields

and all the castles which have been lost, and
to confound and overthrow, by one decisive

blow, the betrayers of the Constitution and

Freedom forever.

(.iNEGRO SLAVERY NOT UNJUST. 11

J^ SFEEOH
BY

CHARLES O'CONOR,
AT THE UNION MEETING, .

At the Academy of Music, New York City, December 19, 1859.

Ma. M.woR AND Gkntlemks:—I cannot ex-

press to you the delight which I experience

in beholding in this great city so vast an as-

sembly of my fellow-citizens, convened for

the purpose stilted in your resolutions. I am
delighted beyond measure to behold at this

time so vast an assembly responding to the

call of a body so respect^alile as the twenty
thousand New Yorkers who have convened
this meeting. If anything can give assurance

to those who doubt, and coiilidiuice to those

who may have had misgivings as to the per-

manency of our institution-;, and the solidity

of tlie support which the people of the North
are prepared to give them, it is liiat in the

queen city of the New World, in the capital

of North America, then.; is assembled a meet-
ing so large, so respectible, and so unanimous
as this meeting lias shown it.self to be in re-

ceiving sentiments which, if observed, must
protect our Union from destruction, and even
from danger. (Applause.) Gentlemen, is it not

a subject of astonishment that the idea of

danger, and the still more dreadful idea of
dissolution, should be heard from the lips of
an American citizen, at this day, in reference

to, or in connection with, the sacred name of
this most sacred Union ? (Applause.) Why-
gentlemen, what is our Union ? What are ita

antecedents? What is its present condition ?

If we ward off the evils which threaten it^

what its fiiture hope for us and for the great

family of mankind ? Why, gentlemen, it may
well be Said of this Union as a government^
tliut as it is the last oflspring, so is it Time's

most glorious and beneficent production. Gen-
tlemen, we are cieated by an Omniscient
Being. We are created by a Being not only

All-Seeing, but All-Powerful and All-Wisa
And in the benignity and the farseeing wis-

dom of His power, He permitted the great
family of mankind to live on, to advance, to

improve, step by step, and yet permitted five

thousand years and upward to elapse ere He
laid the foundation of a truly free, a truly

happy, and a truly independent empire. It



was not gentlemen, until that great length of

time had elapsed, that the earth was deemed
mature for laying the foundations of this

mighty and prosperous State. It was then
that He inspired the noble-minded and chival-

rous Genoese to set forth upon the trackless

ocean and discover the empire that we now
enjoy. But a few years, comparatively, had
elapsed when there was raised up in this

blessed land a set of men whose hke had never
before existed upon the face of this earth.

.

" Men unequaled in their perceptions of the

true principles of justice, in their comprehen-
sive benevolence, in their capacity to lay

safely, justly, soundly, and with all the quali-

ties wliich should insure permanency, the

foundations of an empire. It was in 1776,
and in this country, that there assembled the

first, the very first, assembly of rational men
who ever proclaimed, in clear and undeniable
form, the immutable principles of liberty, and
consecrated, to all time I trust, in the face of

tyrants, and in opposition to their power, the

rights of nations and the rights of men. (Ap-
plause.) These patriots, as soon as the storm
of war had passed away, sat down and framed
that instrument upon which our Union rests,

the Constitution of the United States of Ame-
rica. (Applause.) And the question now be-
fore us is neither more nor less than this:

whether that Constitution, consecrated by the

blood shed in that glorious Revolution, con-
secrated by the signature of the most illus-

trious man who ever lived, George Washing-
ton (applause)— whether that instrument,

accepted by the wisest and by the best of that

day, and accepted in convention, one by one,

in each and every State of this Union—that

instrument from which so many blessings

have flown—whether that instrument was
conceived in crime, is a chapter of abomina-
tions (cries of "No, no"), is a violation of

justice, is a league between strong-handed but
wicked-hearted white men to oppress, and im-
proverish, and plunder their fellow-creatures,

contrary to rectitude, honor and justice. (Ap-
plause.) This is the question, neither more
nor less. We are told from pulpits, we are

told from the political rostrum, we are told

in the legislative assembUes of our Northern
States, not merely by speakers, but by distinct

resolutions of the whole body—we are told by
gentlemen occupying seats in the Congress of

the Union through the votes of Northern peo-
ple—that the Constitution seeks to enshrine,

to protect, to defend a monstrous crime
against justice and humanity, and that it is

our duty to defeat its provisions, to outwit
^ them, if we cannot otherwise get rid of tlieir

effect, and to trample upon the rights Avhich it

has declared shall be protected and insured to

our brethren of the South. (Applause.) That is

the doctrine now advocated. And I ask
whether that doctrine, necessarily involving the
destruction of our Union, shall be permitted to

prevail as it has hitherto prevailed ? Gentle-
men, I trust you will excuse me for deliberately

coming up to and meeting this question

—

not
seeking to captivate your fancies by a trick of
words—not seeking to exalt your imaginations

by declamation or by any eftbrt at eloquence,

—but meeting this question gravely, sedately,

and soberly, and asking you what is to be our
course in relation to it ? Gentlemen, the Con-
stitution guarantees to the people of the South-
ern States the protection of their slave pro-

perty. In that respect it is a solemn compact
between the North and the South. As a
solemn compact, are we at liberty to violate

it? (Cries of "No, no !") Are we at Uberty
to seek or take any mean, petty advantage of

it? (Cries of "No, nol") Are we at liberty

to con over its particular words, and to re-

strict and to limit its operation, so as to acquire

under such narrow construction, a pretence of
right by hostile and adverse legislation?

("No! no!")—to interfere with the interests,

wound the feelings, and trample on the politi-

cal rights of our Southern fellow-citizens ?

(No! no! no!") No, gentlemen. If it be a
compact, and has anything sacred in it, we
are bound to observe it in good faith, honestly

and honorably, not merely to the letter, but
fully to the spirit, and not in any mincing,

half-way, unfair, or illiberal construction,

seeking to satisfy the letter, to give as little

as we can, and thereby to defeat the spirit.

(Applause.) That may be the way that some
men keep a contract about the sale of a house
or of a chattel, but it is not the way honest

men observe contracts, even in relation to the

most trivial things. (" True," and applause.)

What has been done, having a tendency to

disturb harmony under this Constitution, and
to break down and destroy the union now ex-

isting between these States? Why, gentle-

men, at an early period the subject of slavery,

as a mere philosophical question, was dis-

cussed by many, and its justice or injustice

made the subject of argument leading to vari-

ous opinions. It mattered little how long

this discussion should last, while it was con-

fined within such limits. If it had only led

to the formation of societies like the Shakers,

who do not believe in matrimony ; societies

like the people of Utah, destined to a short

career, who believe in too much of it (laugh-

ter) ; or societies of people like the strong-

minded women of our country, who believe

that women are much better qualified than

men to perform the functions and offices usu-

ally performed by men (laughter)—and who
probably would, if they had their way, simply

change the order of proceedings, and transfer

the husband to the kitchen, and themselves

to the field or the cabinet. (Laughter and
applause.) So long, I say, as this sentimen-

tality touching slavery confined itself to tho

formation of parties and societies of this des-

cription, it certainly could do no great harm,

and we might satisfy ourselves with the maxim
that " Error can do little harm as long as truth

is left free to combat it." But unfortunately,

gentlemen, this sentimentality has found ita
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way out of the meeting-houses—from among
pious people, assembUes of speculative philoso-

phers, and societies formed to benefit the in-

habitants of Barioboola-gha—it has found its

way into the heart of the selfish politician

;

it has been made the war-cry of party ; it has

been made the instrument whereby to elevate

not merely to personal distinction and social

rank, but to political power. Throughout the

non-slaveholding States of this Union, men
have been thus elevated who advocate a course

of conduct necessarily exasperating the South,

and the natural effect of whose teachings ren-

ders the Southern people insecure in their pro-

perty and their hves, making it a matter of

doubt each night whether they can safely re-

tire to their slumbers without sentries and
guards to protect them against incursions from
the North. I say the efi'ect has been to ele-

vate, on the strength of this sentiment, such

men to power. And what is the result—the

condition of things at this day ? Why, gen-

tlemen, the occasion that calls us together is

the occurrence of a raid upon the State of Vir-

ginia by a few misguided fanatics—followers

of these doctrines, with arms in their hands,

and bent on rapine and murder. I called them
followers, but they should be deemed leaders.

They were the best, the bravest, and the most
virtuous of all the abolition party. (Applause.)

On the Lord's day, at the hour of still repose,

they armed the bondman with pikes brought
from the -North, that he might slay his master,

his master's wife, and his master's little chil-

dren. And immediately succeeding to it—at

this very instant—what is the political ques-
tion pendmg before Congress?
A book substantially encouraging the same

course of provocation toward the South which
has been long pursued, is openly recommended
to circulation by sixty-eight members of your
Congress. (Cries of " Shame on them," ap-
plause, and hisses.) Recommended to circu-

lation by sixty-eight members of your Con-
gress, all elected in Northern States (hisses

and applause)—every one, I say, elected from
non-slaveholding States. And with the assist-

ance of their associates, some of whom hold
their offices by your votes, there is great dan-
ger that they will elect to the highest office

in that body, where he will sit as a represen-
tative of the whole North, a man who united
in causing that book to be distributed through
the South, carrying poison and death in its

polluted leaves. ("Hang him," and applause.)

Is it not fair to say tliat this great and glorious

Union is menaced when such a state of things
is found to exist? when such an act is aV
teuipted? Is it reasonable to expect that our
brethren of the South will calmly sit down
("No.") and submit quietly to such an out-

rage? (Cries of " No, no.") Why, gentle-
men, we greatly exceed them in numbers.
The non-siaveholding States are by far the
more populous; they are increasing daily in

numbers and in population and we may soon
overwhelm the Southern vote. If we con-

tinue to fill the halls of legislation with aboli-

tionists, and permit to occupy the executive
chair men who declare themselves to be en-

listed in a crusade against slavery, and against

the provisions of the Constitution which secure

that species of property, what can we reason-

ably expect from the people of the South but
that they will pronounce the Constitution

—

witli all its glorious associations, with all its

sacred memories—this Union, with its mani-
fold present and promised blessings—an unen-
durable evil, threatening to crush and to des-

troy their most vital interests—to make their

country a wilderness. Why should we expect
them to submit to such a line of conduct on
our part, and recognize us as brethren, or

unite with us in perpetuating the Union ?

For my part I do not see anything unjust

or unreasonable in the declaration often made
by Southern members on this subject. They
tell us :

" If you will thus assail us with incen-

diary pamphlets, if you will thus create a spirit

in your country w-hich leads to violence and
bloodshed among us, if you will assail the in-

stitution upon which the prosperity of our
country depends, and will elevate to office

over us men who are pledged to aid in such
transactions, and to oppress us by hostile legis-

lation, we cannot—much as we revere the

Constitution, greatly as we estimate the bless-

ings which would flow from its faithful en-

forcement—we cannot longer depend on your
compliance with its injunctions, or adhere to

the Union." For my part, gentlemen, if the

North continues to conduct itself in the selec-

tion of representatives to the Congress of the

United States as, from, perhaps, a certain de-

gree of negligence and inattention, it has here-

tofore conducted itself, the South is not to be
censured if it withdraws from the Union.

(Hisses and applause. A voice
—"that's so."

Three cheers for the Fugitive Slave Law.)
We are not, gentlemen, to hold a meeting to

say that " We love this Union ; we delight in

it ; we are proud of it ; it blesses us, and we
enjoy it ; but we shall fill all its offices with
men of our own choosing, and, our brethren

of the South, you shall enjoy its glorious past

;

you shall enjoy its mighty recollections; but it

shall trample your institutions in the dust."

We have no right to say it. We have no right

to exact so much ; and an opposite and entire-

ly different course, fellow-citizens, must be
ours—must be the course of the great North,

if we would preserve this Union. (Applause,

and cries of " Good.")

And, gentlemen, what is this glorious

Union ? What must we sacrifice if we ex-

asperate our brethren of the South, and com-
pel them, by injustice and breach of compact,

to separate from us and to dissolve it? Why,
gentlemen, the greatness and glory of the

American name will then be a thing of yester-

day. The glorious Revolution of the thirteen

States will be a Revolution not achieved by
us, but by a nation that has ceased to exist.

The name of Washington will be, to us at
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least at the North (cheers), but as the name of

Julius Ctesar, or of some other great hero who
has lived in times gone by, whose nation has

perished and exists no more. The Declaration

of Independence, what will that be ? Why,
the declaration of a State that no longer has

place among the nations. All these bright

and glorious recollections of the past must
cease to be our property, and become mere
memorials of a by-gone race and people. A
line must divide the North from the South.

What will be the consequences? Will this

mighty city— growing as it now is, with
wealth pouring into it from every portion of

this mighty empire—will it continue to flour-

ish as it has done? (Cries of ."No, no!")

Will your marble palaces that line Broadway,
and raise their proud tops toward the sky,

continue to increase, until, as is now promised

under the Union, it shall present the most
glorious picture of wealth, prosperity, and
happiness, that the world has ever seen?

(Applause.) No! gentlemen, no! such things

cannot be. I do not say that we will starve,

that we will peri.sh, as a people, if we sepa-

rate from the South. I admit, that if the line

be drawn between us, they will have their

measure of prosperity, and we will have ours

;

but meagre, small in the extreme, compared
with what is existing, and promised under our

Union, will be the prosperity of each.

Truly has it been said here to-night, that

we were made for each other; separate u.s,

and although you may not destroy us, you re-

duce each to so low a scale that well might
humanity deplore the evil courses that

brought about the result. True, gentlemen,

we would have left, to boast of, our share of

the glories of the Revolution. The Northern
States sent forth to the conflict their bands of

heroes, and shed their blood as freely as those

of the South. But the dividing line would
take away from us the grave of Washington.
It is in his own beloved Virginia. (Applause
and cheers.) It is in the State and near the

spot where this treason that has been growing
up in the North, so lately culminated in vio-

lence and bloodshed. We would lose the grave

—we would lose all connection with the name
of Washington. But our philanthropic and
pious friends who would fain lead us to this

result, would, of course, comfort us with the

consoling reflection that we had the glorious

memory of John Brown in its place. (G-reat

laughter and cheers.) Are you, gentlemen, pre-

pared to make the exchange? (Cries of " JSTo,

no.") Shall the tomb of Washington, that

rises upon the bank of the Potomac, receiving

its tribute from every nation of the earth

—

shall that become the property of a foreign

State—a State hostile to us in its feelings, and
we to it in ours? Shall we erect a m.onument
among the arid hills at North Elba, and deem
the privilege of making pilgrimages thither a

recompense for the loss of every glorious recol-

lection of the past, and for our severance from
the name of Washington ? He who is recog-

nized as the Father of his Country ? (Cries of
"No, no," and cheers.) No, gentlemen, we are
not prepared, I trust, for this sad exchange, this

fatal severance. We are not prepared, I trust,

either to part with our glorious past or to give
up the advantages of our present happy condi-
tion. We are not prepared to relinquish our
affection for the South, nor to involve our section
in the losses, the deprivation of blessings and
advantages necessarily resulting to each from
disunion. Gentlemen, we never would have
attained the wealth and prosperity as a nation
which is now ours, but for our connection with
these very much reviled and injured slave-

holders of the Southern States. And, gentle-
men, if dissolution is to take place, we must
part with the trade of the South, and thereby
surrender our participation in the wealth of the

South. Nay, more—we are told from good
authority, that we must not only part with the
slave-holding States, but that our younger
sister with the golden crown—rich, teeming
California, she who added the final requisite to

our greatness as a nation—will not come with
us. She will remain with the South.

Gentlemen, if we allow this course of injus-

tice toward the South to continue, these are to

be the consequences—evil to us, evil also to

them. Much of all that we are most proud of;

much of all that contributes to our prosperity

and greatness as a nation, must pass away from
us.

The question is—Should we permit it to be
continued, and submit to all these evils ? Is

there any reason to justify such a course ? There
is a reason preached to us for permitting it.

We are told that slavery is unjust; Ave are told

that it is a matter of conscience to put it down;
and that whatever treaties or compacts, or laws,

or constitutions, have been made to sanction

and uphold it, it is still unholy, and that we are

bound to trample upon treaties, compacts, laws
and constitutions, and to stand by what these

men arrogantly tell us is the law of God and a
fundamental principle of natural justice. In-

deed, gentlemen, these two things are not dis-

tinguishable. The law of God and natural jus-

tice, as between man and man, are one and the

same. The wisest philosophers of ancient times

—heathen philosophers—said. The rule of con-

duct between man and man is, to live honestly,

to injure no man, and to render to ever}'^ man
his due. In words far more direct and emphatic,

in words of the most perfect comprehensive-
ness, the Saviour of the world gave us the same
rule in one short sentence— " Love thy neigh-

bor as thyself." (Applause.) Now, speaking

between us, people of the North and our breth-

ren of the South, I ask you to act upon thia

maxim—the maxim of the heathen—the com-
mand of the living God: "Render to every

man his due," " Love thy neighbor as thyself"

(Applause.) Thus we should act and feel to-

ward the South. Upon that maxim Avhich

came from Him of Nazareth we should act to-

ward tlie South, but without putting upon it

any new-fangled, modern interpretation. We



ii}

should neither say nor think that any Gospel

minister of this day is wiser than God himself

—tlian He who gave us the Gospel. These

maxims should govern between us and our

brethren of the South. But, gentlemen, the

question is this: Do these maxims justify the

assertion of those who seek to invade the rights

of the South, by proclaiming negro slavery un-

just? That is the point to which this great

argument, involving the fate of our Union, must
now come. Is negro slavery unjust ? If it be

unjust, it violates the first rule of human con-

duct, " Render to every man his due." If it be

unjust, it violates the law of God Avhich says,

" Love thy neighbor as thyself," for that law

requires that we should perpetrate no injustice.

Gentlemen, if it could be maintained that ne-

gro slavery is unjust, is thus in conflict with

the law of nature and the law of God, perhaps

I might be prepared—perhaps Ave all ought to

be prepared to go with that distinguished man
to whom allusion is frequently made, and say,

there is a "higher law" which compels us to

trample beneath our feet, as a wicked and un-

holy compact, the Constitution establislied by
our fathers, with all the blessings it secures to

their children. But I insist—and that is the ar-

gument Avhich we must meet, and on which we
must come to a conclusion that shall govern our

action in the future selection of representatives

in the Congress of the United States—/ insist-

that negro slavery is not unjust. (Long continued

applause.) It is not unjust ; it is just, wise and
benejicent. (Hisses, followed by applause, and
cries of "put him oat.") Let him stay,gentlemen.

President—Let him stay there. Order.

Mr. O'CoNOR—Serpents may hiss, but good
men will hear. (Cries again of "Put him out;"

calls to order ; confusion for a time.)

The President—If anybody hisses here, re-

member that every one has his own peculiar

way of expressing himself, and as some birds

only understand hissing, they must hiss. (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. O'CoNOR—Gentlemen, there is an animal

upon this eaith that has no faculty of making
its sentiments known in any other way than

by a liiss. I am for equal rights. (Three cheers

"were here given for Mr. O'Conor, three for

Gov. Wise, and three groans for John Brown.)
I beg of you, gentlemen, all of you Avho are of

my mind at least, to preserve silence, and leave

^the hissing animal in the full enjoyment of his

natural privileges. (Cries of " Good, good,"
laughter and applause.) The first of our race

that offended was taught to do so by that hiss-

ing animal. (Laughter and applause.) The
first human society that was ever broken up,

through sin and discord, had its happy union
dissolved by the entrance of that animal. (Ap-
plause.) Therefore, it is his privilege to hiss.

Let him hiss on. (Cries of "Good, good,"
laughter and applause.) Gentlemen, I will not
detain you much longer. (Cries of " Go on, go
on.") I maintain that negro slavery is not un-
just—(a voice—"No, sir," applause,) that it is

benign in its influences upon the white man

and upon the black. (Voices—" That's so, that's

so," applause.) I maintain that it is ordained

by nature; that it is a necessity of both races;

that in climates where the black race can live

and prosper, nature herself enjoins' coiTelative

duties on the black man and on the white
which cannot be performed except by the pre-

servation, and, if the hissing gentleman please,

the perpetuation of negro slavery.

I am fortified in this opinion by the highest

tribunal in our country, that venerable expo-
nent of our institutions, and of the principles of

justice—the Supreme Court of the United
States. That court has held, on this subject,

what Avise men Avill ever pronounce to be sound
and just doctrine. There are some principles

Avell knoAvn, Avell understood, universally recog-

nized and universally acknowledged among
men, that are not to be found Avritten in con-

stitutions or in laws. The people of the United

States, at the formation of our Government,
were, as they still are, in some sense, peculiar

and radically distinguishable from other nations.

We Avere Avhite men, of—Avhat is commonly
called, by way of distinction—the Caucasian

race. We Avere a monogamous people ; that

is to say, we Avere not Mohammedans, or fol-

loAvers of Joe Smith—Avith half a dozen Avives

apiece. (Laughter.) It was a fundamental prin-

ciple of our civilization that no State could ex-

ist or be tolerated in this Union Avhich should

not, in that respect, resemble all the other

States of the Union. Some other distinctive

features might be stated Avhich serve to mark
us as a people distinct from others, and incapable

of a.?sociating on terms of perfect political

equality or social equality, as friends and fellow-

citizens, Avith some kinds of people that are to

be found upon the face of the earth. As a

Avhite nation, Ave made our Constitution and our

hiAvs, vesting all political rights in that race.

They, and they alone, constituted, in every po-

litical sense, the American people. (Applause.)

As to the negro, Avhy, we allowed him to live

under the shadoAV and protection of our laAvs.

We gave him, as Ave Avere bound to give him,

protection against Avrong and outrage ; but we
denied to him political rights, or the power to

govern. We left him, for so long a period as

the community in Avhich he dwelt sliould so

order, in the condition of a bondman. (Ap-
plause.) NoAV, gentleman, to that condition

the negro is assigned by nature. (Cries of
" BraA'o," and "That's so," and applause.) Ex-
perience shoAvs that his race cannot prosper

—

that they become extinct in any cold, or in any
very temperate clime ; but in the Avarm, the ex-

tremely Avarm regions, his race can be perpetu-

ated, and Avith pioper guardianship, may pros-

per. He has ample strength, and is competent

to labor, but nature denies to him either the

intellect to govern or the Aviliingness to Avork,

(Applause.) Both Avere denied him. That
same power Avhich deprived him of the Avill to

labor, gave him in our country, as a recom-

pense, a master to coerce that duty, and con-

vert him into a useful and valuable servant,
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(Applause.) I maintain that it is not injustice

to leave the negro in the condition in which
nature placed him, and for which alone he is

adapted. Fitted only for a state of pupilage

our slave system gives him a master to govern
him and to supply his deficiencies : in this

there is no injustice. Neither is it unjust in

the master to compel him to labor, and thereby

afford to that master a just compensation in

return for the care and talent employed in gov-
erning him. In this way alone is the negro
enabled to render himself useful to himself and
to the society in which he is placed.

These are the principles, gentlemen, which
the extreme measures of abolitionism compel
us to enforce. This is the ground that we must
take, or abandon our cherished Union. We
must no longer favor pohtical leaders who talk

about negro slavery being an evil ; nor must
we advance the indefensible doctrine that ne-

gro slavery is a thing which, although perni-

cious, is to be tolerated merely because we have
made a bargain to tolerate it. We must turn

away from the teachings of fanaticism. We
must look at negro slavery as it is, remember-
ing that the voice of inspiration, as found in

the sacred volume, nowhere condemns the

bondage of those who are fit only for bondage.
Yielding to the clear decree of nature, and the

dictates of sound philosophy, we must pro-

nounce that institution just, benign, lawful and
proper. The Constitution established by the

fathers of our Republic, which recognized it,

must be maintained. And that both may stand

together, we must maintain that neither the

institution itself, nor the Constitution which up-

holds it, is wicked or unjust; but that each is

sound and wise, and entitled to our fullest sup-

port.

We must visit with our execration any man
claiming our suffrages, who objects to enforc-

ing, with entire good faith, the provisions of

the Constitution in favor of negro slavery, or

who seeks, by any indirection, to withhold its

protection from the South, or to get away from
its obligations upon the North. Let us hence-
forth support no man for public of&ce whose
speech or action tends to induce assaults upon
the territory of our Southern neighbors, or to

generate insurrection witliln their borders.

(Loud applause.) Tliese are the principles up-

on which we must act. This is what we must
say to our brethren of the South. If we have
sent men into Congress who are false to these

views, and are seeking to violate the compact
which binds us together, we must ask to be
forgiven until we have another chance to mani-
fest our will at the ballot-boxes. We must
tell them that these men shall be consigned to

privacy (applause), and that true men, men
faithful to the Constitution, men loving all por-

tions of the country alike, shall be elected in

their stead. And, gentlemen, we must do more
than promise this—we must perform it. (Loud
applause, followed by three cheers for Mr.
O'Gonor, and a tiger.) But a word more, gen-
tlemen, and I have done. (Cries of " Go on.")

I have no doubt at all that what I have said to

you this evening will be greatly misrepresented.

It is- very certain that I have not had time
enough properly to enlarge upon and fully to

explain the interesting topics on which I have
.

ventured to express myself thus boldly and
distinctly, taking upon myself the consequences,

be they what they may. (Applause.) But I

will say a few words by way of explanation.

I have maintained the justice of slavery ; I have
maintained it, because I hold that the negro is

decreed by nature to a state of pupilage under
the dominion of the wiser white man, in every
clime where God and nature meant the negro
should live at all. (Applause.) I say a state

of pupilage ; and, that I may be rightly under-

stood, I say that it is the duty of the white
man to treat him kindly ; that it is the interest

of the white man to treat him kindly. (Ap-
plause.) And further, it is my belief that if the

white man, in the States where slavery exists,

is not interfered with by the fanatics who are

now creating these disturbances, whatever laws,

whatever improvements, whatever variations in

the conduct of society are necessary for the pur-

pose of enforcing in every instance the dictates

of Interest and humanity, as between the white
man and the black, will be faithfully and fairly

carried out in the progi'ess of that improve-
ment in all these things in which we are en-

gaged. It is not pretended that the master
has a right to slay his slave ; it is not pretended
that he has a right to be guilty of harshness

and Inhumanity to his slave. The laws of all

the Southern States forbid that : we have not
the right here at the North to be guilty of
cruelty toward a horse. It is an indictable of-

fence to commit such cruelty. The same laws
exist in the South, and if there is any failure

in enforcing them to the fullest extent, it is

due to this external force, which is pressing

upon the Southern States, and compels them
to abstain perhaps from many acts beneficent

toward the negro which otherwise would be
performed. (Applause.) In truth, in fact, in

deed, the white man in the slaveholding States

has no more authority by the law of the land

over his slave than our laws allows to a father

over his minor children. He can no more vio-

late humanity with respect to them, than a fa-

ther in any of the free States of this Union
can exercise acts violative of humanity toward
his own son under the age of twenty-one.

So far as the law is concerned, you own youi?

boys, and have a right to their services until

they are twenty-one. You can make them
work for you

;
you have the right to hire out

their services and take their earnings; you
have the right to chastise them with judgment
and reason if they violate your commands;
and they are entirely without political rights.

Not one of them at the age of twenty years

aad eleven months even can go to the pulls and

give a vote. Therefore, gentlemen, before the

law, there is but one dlti'erence between the

fiee white man of twenty years of age in the

Northern States, and the negro bondman iu
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the Southern States. The white man is to be
emancipated at twenty-one, because his Grod-

given intellect entitles him to emancipation and
fits him for the duties to devolve upon- him.

The negro, to be sure, is a bondman for life.

He may be sold from one master to another,

but where is the ill in that?—one may be as

good as another. If there be laws with respect

to the mode of sale, which by separating man
and wife do occasionally lead to that which
shocks humanity, and may be said to violate

all propriety and all conscience—if such things

are done, let the South alone and they will cor-

rect the evil. Let our brethren of the South
take care of their own domestic institutions

and they will do it. (Applause.) They will

so govern themselves as to suppress acts of this

description, if they are occasionally committed,

as perhaps they are, and we must all admit that

they are contrary to just conceptions of right

and humanity. I have never yet heard of a

nation conquered from, evil practices, brought
to the light of civilization, brought to the light

of religion or the knowledge of the Gospel by
the bayonet, by the penal laws, or by external

persecutions of any kind. It is not by decla-

mation and outcry against a people from those

abroad and outside of their territory that you
can improve their manners or their morals in

any respect. No ; if, standing outside of their

territory, you attack the errors of a people, you
make them cling to their faults. From a sen-

timent somewhat excusable—somewhat akin

to self-respect and patriotism—they will resist

their nation's enemy. Let our brethren of the
South alone, gentlemen, and if there be any
errors of this kind, they will correct them.

There is but one way in which you can thus
leave them to the guidance of their own judg-
ment—by which you can retain them in this

Union as our brethren, and perpetuate this

glorious Union; and that is, by resolving

—

without reference to the political party or fac-

tion to which any one of you may belong,
without reference to the name, political or
otherwise, which you may please to bear—re-
solving that the man, be he who he may, who
advocates the doctrine that negro slavery is

unjust, and ought to be assailed or legislated

against, or who agitates the subject of extin-
guishing negro slavery in any of its forms as a
political hobby, that that man shall be denied
your suffrages, and not only denied your suf-

frages, but that you will select from the ranks
of the opposite party, or your own, if neces-
sary, the man you hke least, who entertains

opposite sentiments, but through whose instru-

mentality you may be enabled to defeat his

election, and to secure in the councils of the
nation men who are true to the Constitution,

who are lovers of the Union—men who can-
not be induced by considerations of imaginary
benevolence for a people who really do not
desire their aid, to sacrifice or to jeopard in any
degree the blessings we enjoy under this Union.
May it be perpetual.

Great and continued cheering.)
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THE KEAL QUESTION STATED.

LETTER FROM CHARLES O'CONOR TO A COMMITTEE OF MERCHANTS.

New YoitK, Dec. 20, 1%9.

Chas. O'Conor, Esq, : Tlie undersigned, being desirous of

circulating as widely as possible, both at the North and at the

South, the proceedings of the Union Meeting held at the Aca-

demy of Music last evening, intend publishing in pamphlet

form, for distribution, a correct copy of the same.

Will you be so kind as to inform us whether this step meets

your approval : and if so, furnish us with a corrected report

of your speech delivered by you on that occasion. Yours

respectfully,

LEITCH, BURNET & CO.,

GEO. W. & JEHIAL READ,
r.RUFF, BROTHER & SEAVER,
C. R. HATCH & CO.,

DAVIS, NOBLE A CO.,

(Formerly Furman, Davis & Co.,)

WESSON & COX,
CRONIN. HURXTHAI, & SEARS.
ATWATER, MULFORD & CO.

Gentlemen : The measure you propose meets

my entire approval.

I have long thought that our disputes con-

cerning negro .slavery would soon terminate,

if the public mind could be drawn to the true

issue, and steadily fixed upon it. To effect this

object was the sole aim of my address.

Though its ministers can never permit the

law of the land to be questioned by private

judgment, there is, nevertheless, such a thing

as natural justice. Natural justice has the Di-

vine sanction ; and it is impossible that any
human law which conflicts with it should long

endure.

Where mental enlightenment abounds,

where morality is professed by all, where the

mind is free, speech is free, and the press is

free, is it impossible, in the nature of things,

that a law which is admitted to conflict with

natural justic'-, and with God's own mandate,

should long endure ?

You all will admit that, within certain limits,

at least, our Constitution does contain positive

guarantees for the preservation of negro slavery

in the old States through all time, unless the

local legislatures shall think fit to abolish it.

And consequently, if negro slavery, however
humanely administered or judiciously regulated,

be an institution which conflicts with natural

justice and with God's law, surely the most
vehement and extreme admirers of John
Brown's sentiments are right; and their de-

nunciations against the Constitution, and
against the most hallowed names connected

with it, are perfectly justifiable.

The friends of truth—the patriotic Ameri-
cans who would sustain their country's honor
against foreign rivalry, and defend their coun-

try's interests against all assailants, err greatly

when they contend with these men on any
point but one. Their general principles can-

not be refuted ; their logic is irresistible ; the

error, if any there be, is in tlieir premises.

They assert that negro slavery is unjust. This,

and this alone, of all tliey say, is capable of

being fairly argued against.

If this proposition cannot be refuted, our

Union cannot endure, and it ought not to en-

dure.

Our negro bondmen can neither be exter-

minated nor transported to Africa. They are

too numerous for either process, and either, if

practicable, would involve a violation of hu-

manity. If they were emancipated, they

would relapse into barbarism, or a set of negro

States w^ould arise in our midst, possessing po-

litical equality, and entitled to social equality.

The division of parties would soon make the

negro members a powerful body in Congress—

•

would place some of them in high political

stations, and occasionally let one into the Ex-
ecutive chair.

It is in vain to say that this could be en-

dured; it is simply impossible.

What then remains to be discussed ?

The negro race is upon us. With a Consti-

tution which held them in bondage, our Fede-
ral Union might be preserved ; but if so hold-

ing them in bondage be a thing forbidden by
God and Nature, we cannot lawfuUy so hold

them, and the Union must perish.

This is the inevitable result of that conflict

which has now reached its climax.

Among us at the North, the sole question

for reflection, study, and friendly interchange

of thought should be—Is negro slavery unjust ?

The rational and dispassionate inquirer will

find no difficulty in arriving at my conclusion.

It is fit and proper ; it is, in its own nature,

as an institution, beneficial to both races ; and
the effect of this assertion is not diminished by
our admitting that many faults are practised

under it. Is not such the fact in respect to all

human laws and institutions ?

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, yours

truly,

CHARLES O'CONOR.

To Messrs. Leitch, Burnet & Co. ; George W. & Jehial Read

;

Bruff, Brother & Seaver; C. B. Hatch & Co. ; Davis, Noble 4
Co.; Wesson & Cox; Cronin, Hurxthal k Seai-s; Atwater,

Mulford & Co.
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COKFLICTING ATJTHOEITIES.

At the Union-saving meeting in New York
city, wherein sundry gentlemen distinguished

themselves no less for their lofty patriotism in

preventing the dissolution of the Union than

for their generous abuse of the Republican

party in general, and Gov. Seward in particu-

lar, the speech of Mr. O'Conor was the gem of

the occasion. The clerical patriotism and hap-

py forgetfulness of the reverend theologian;

the stately and heavy grandeur of the ex-Go-
vernor; the splendid hits and magnificent

periods of the chameleon Thayer— all pale

before the effort of this distinguished orator of

the legal profession. It is, however, deserving

of special notice, not on account of its novelty,

its logic, or its moral tone, but for the simple

fact that the leading Democratic journals have

pronounced it a bold and manly etlbrt, and as-

sumed it as the key-note of Democratic con-

servatism. As a lawyer, Mr. O'Conor, in giv-

ing utterance to his extreme Pro-Slavery

sentiments, so utterly abhorrent to the intelli-

gence and moral sense of the North, should at

least have attempted to fortify his doctrine by
a show of authority or logical argument.

We do not, however, deny the right of this

distinguished advocate, in presenting the case

of his Southern clients and of the Northern
Democracy, to take his own course ; but we
propose to call him and several other witnesses,

whom he himself will recognize as men of some
eminence as lawyers, jurists, statesmen, philo-

sophers, and theologians, and present their tes-

timony to the American people, in order that

they may come to a right conclusion as to the

success of Mr. Charles O'Conor's defense of

Slavery, and its Democratic indorsement. And
first, consider an extract from Mr. O'Conor's

speech upon this subject of Slavery

:

" It (Negro Slavery) is not only not unjust, it is just, wise and
beneficent."--6'Aa«es 0' Conor.

This ipse, dixit closes the case on the part of

the Democracy. Now, on the other hand :

"Slavery is inconsistent with the penius of Republicanism-
It lessens the sense of the equal rights of mankinii, and hal'itu-
ates us to tyranny and oppression."—Zji^Ae/- Martin, ofMel.
" It (Slavery) is so odious that nothing can be sufficient to

support it but positive law."—Lord Man.^fieM.
"It is injustice to permit slavery to remain for a single

hour.'"— WillUt7n Pitt.

"Slavery is contrary to the fundamental law of all socie-
ties."—J/ontes?!; ifw.
" Slavery, in all its forms, in all its degrees, is a violation of

divine law, and a degradation of human nature."— i?/v'.s\s'oi.

"Those are men-stealerswho abduct, keep, sell or buy slaves
or freemen."— Grotiufi.
"Slavery is detrimental to virtue and industry."—.BeaftiV,
"Slavery is a system of outrage and vohhevy."—Socrates.
" Slavery is a system of the most complete injustice."—PAfto.
" While men despise fraud, and loathe rapine, and abhor

blood, they will reject with indignation the wild and guilty
phantasy that man can hold property in man.'"—Brougham

.

"Slavery is a state so improper, so degrading, so ruinous to
the feelings and capacities of human naluie, tliatit ought not
to be suffered to ex\st.'"—Burke.

" No man is by nature the property of another."—/)r. John-
ton.

" A system (Slavery) which is not only opposed to all the
principles of morality, but as it appeiirs to me. is pregnant
with iippalbngiuid inevitable danger to the UepabWc." -Baron
Jliimholdt."
" Every mull has a property in liis own person- thia nobody

has a riglit to but him.'ielf."— Acr^c
"It perverts liuiiian rtason, and induces men endowed with

logical powers to maintain tliat Slavery is sanctioned by the
christian religion."—1/"/(« Q. Adams.
"I never would consent and never have consented that

tliere should be one foot of slavery territory beyond what the
old tiiirteen States had at tlieforinationof the Union. Never,
never." -Daniel ^yell•^ier.

"It (Slavery) ouglit not to be introduced nor permitted in
any of tlie new SUiXes."—John Jau-
" Natural liberty is the gi0. of the l)ene(icent Creator of the

whole Imman race."—Alex Haniilfoit.
"Slavery is an atrocious debasement of human nature."—

Franklin,
"It (Slavery) impairs our strength as a community, and poi-

sons our morals at the fountain liead."—c/mc/(76 Gauton ofif.
Carolina.
"The evils of this system (Slavery) cannot be enumerated."

George W, Summers, of Va,
" So long as God allows the vital current to flow tbrough my

veins, I will never, never, never, by word or thought, by mind
or will, aid in sulimitting one rood of free territory to the ever-
lasting curse of Human ISondage."—//<';(/(/ Clau-

" Sir, I envy neither the heart nor the head of that man from
the North who rises here (in Congress; to defend Slavery from
principle."—</('/( Ji liandotpli.
" We have found that this evil (Slavery) has preyed upon the

very vitals of the Union, and has beea jirejudioial to all the
States in which it has existed."—./((jriM Monroe.
"The abolition of domestic Slavery is the greatest object of

desire in these Colonies, where it was unhappily introduced in
their infant state."— T/ioma.^ Jefferson.

" I can only say that there is not a man living who wishes
more sincerely than I do to see ajilan adopted for the aboli-
tion of it (Slavery).— (reo. Wa.ihuwton.

For Mr. O'Conor's special benefit, we intro-

duce two other witnesses

:

" Not only does the Christian religion, but nature herselfcry
out against the state of Slavery."—/'ope Leo X.
"We further rei)robate, by our Apostolic authority, all the

above offences (traffic in slaves and holding them in slaveiy)
as utterly miworthy of the Christian name.—Fope Gregory
XVL.

We simply add that the Roman Catholic

Church, the Lutheran, the Greek, the Nesto-
vian, the Church of England, the Presbyterian

Church of Scotland, the Reformed Churches
of rran(ie, Switzerland, and Holland ; indeed,

the whole Protestant Church—all, except a fev?"

churches in the Southern States—now. and at

all times, have deplored and denounced human
bondage, as a social, moral and political evil

—

either by their creeds, laws, or constitutions,

or by the authoritative opinions of their most
eminent divines. And yet, Mr. Charles O'Co-
nor, as the representative man of the vast mul-
titude of the Union-saving Democracy—stand-

ing in the great commercial emporium of thia

great Republic—has the effrontery to proclaim

(and is applauded for so proclaiming) that the

s^'stem of Negro Slavery, which the United
voices of the great and the good, in all ages,

and which the advancing civilization of the

whole of Christendom unite in denouncing as

abhorrent to all law, human and divine, "is

not only not unjust, but is just, wise and be-

neficent." And the Pro-slavery Democracy
not only does not condemn the utterance of

this abominable sentiment, but sustains and
applauds it

!
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FREEDOM AND THE UNION.

IN SENATE, WEDNESDAY, FEB. 29, 1860,

Mr. President— The admission of Kansas
into llie Union, witliont further delay, seems to

mc equally necessary, just and wise. In recorded
debates I have already anticipated the arguments
for this conclusion.

In comins forward among the political astrolo-

gers, it shall be an error of judgment, and not of

disposition, if my interpretation of the feverish

dreams which are disturbing tlie country sliall

tend to foment, rather than to allaj', the national

excitement. I shall saj- nothing unnecessarily
of persons, because, in our system, the public

welfare and happiness depend chiefly on institu-

tions, and very little on men. I shall allude but
briefly to incidental topics, because they are

ephemeral, and, because, even in the midst of
appeals to passion and prejudice, it is always safe

to submit solid truth to the deliberate considera-

tion of all honest and enlightened people.

It will be an overflowing source of shame, as

well as of sorrow, if we, thirty millions—Euro-
peans by extraction, Americans by birth or dis-

cipline, and Christians in faith, and meaning to

be such in practice—cannot so combine prudence
with humanity, in our conduct concerning the
one disturbing subject of Slavery, as not only to

preserve our unequaled institutions of Freedom,
but also to enjoy their benefits with contentment
and harmony.
Wherever a guiltless slave exists, be he Cau-

casian, American, Malay or African, he is the
subject of two distinct and opposite ideas—one
that he is wrongly, the other that he is rightly, a
slave. The balance of numbers, on either side,

however great, never completely extinguishes
this difference of opinion, for there are always
some defenders of Slavery outside, even if there
are none inside a Free Stale, while, also, there

are always outside, if there are not inside of
every Slave State, many who assert with Milton,

that " no man who knows anght can be so stupid

to deny that all men naturally were born free,

being the image and resemblance of God himself,
and were by privilege above all the creatures,
born to command and not to obey." It often,

perhaps generally, haf>pens, however, that in con-
sidering the subject of Slavery, .society secmis to
overlook the natural right or personal interest of
the slave himself and to act exclusively for the
welfare of the citizen. But this fact does not
materially affect ultimate results, for the element-
ary question of the rightfulness or wrongfiilnes.s

of Slavery inheres in every form that discussion
concerning it assumes. What is just to one clas.s

of men can never be injurious to any other; and
what is unjust to any condition of persons in a
State, is necessarily injurious in some degree to
the whole community. An economical question
early arises out of the subject of Slavery—labor
either of freemen or of slaves is the cardinal ne-

cessity of society. Some States choose the oiie

kind, some the other. Hence two municipal sys-

tems widely different arise. The Slave State
strikes down and afiects to extinguish the person-
ality of the laborer, not only as a member of tho
political body, but as a parent, husband, child,

neighbor or friend. He thus becomes, in a poli-

tical view, merely property without moral capa-
city, and without domestic, moral and social lela-

tions, duties, rights and remedies—a chattel, an
object of bargain, sale, gift, inheritance, or theft.

His earnings are compensated and his wrongs
atoned, not to himself, but to his owner. The
State protects not the slave as a man, but the
capital of another man, whicli he represents. On
the other hand, the State which rejects Slavery
encourages, and animates and invigorates the
laborer by maintaining and developiiig his natural

personality in all the rights and faculties of man-
hf)od, and generally with the jirivileges of citizen-

ship. In the one case capital invested in slaves

becomes a great political force, while in the other
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terror and consternation tlirougliont the land.

—

Another compromise was made. S'peciflc en;ict-

nieni.s fidniiltod California as a labor State, and
rtMiianded New Mexico and Utah to rem;iin Ter-

ritories, witli the riglit to clioose Freedom or

SUiverj' when ripened into States, wliile tliey

gave new remedies for the recaption of fugitives

from service, and aboiislied tlie open slave mar-
ket in the District of Columbia. These new en-

actments, collated with the existing statutes,

namely, the Ordinance of 1787, the Missouri

ProhibiLory law of 1820, and the articles of Tex-
as annexation, dispost^d by law of the subject of

Slavery in all the Territories of the United
States. And so tlie Compromise of 1850 was
pronounced a full, final, absolute and compre-
hensive settlement of all existing and all possible

disputes concerning Slavery under Federal au-
thoriLy. The two great parties, fearful for the

Union, struck hands in making and presenting

this as an adjustment, never afterwards to be
opened, disturbed, or even questioned, and the

people accepted it by majorities unknown be-
fore. Tlie new President, chosen over an illus-

trious rival, unequivocally on the ground of

greater ability, even if not more reliable pur-

pose to maintain the new treaiy inviolate, made
haste to justify tliis expectation when Congress
assembled. He said

:

" When the grriive shall have closed over all who are
now eii(Je;ivoriug lo meet the obligations of duty, the
year ISoU will be recurred to :is a peiiod filled vitii anx-
.iety and apprehension. A mccessful war has just ter-

minated
;
peace brought with it a great augmentation of

territory. Disturbing questions arose bearing upon the
•domestic institutions of a portion of the Confederacy,
and involving the constitutional rights of the States.

—

But, notwithstanding differences of opinion and senti-

ment, in relation to details and specific provisions, the
acquiescence of distinguished citizens, whose devoion to

the Union can never be doubted, has given renewed
vigor to our institutions, and restored a sense of security
and repo-e to the public mind throughout the Conted-
craey. That this repose is to suffer no shock during my
otBcial term, if I have the power to avert It, those who
placed me here may be assured."

Hardly, however, had these inspiring sounds
died away, throughout a reassured and delighted

land, before the national repose was shocked
again—shocked, indeed, as it had never been,

and smitten this time by a blow from the very

hand that had just released the chords of the na-
tional harp from their utterance of that exalted

symphony of peace.

Kansas and Nebraska, the long devoted reser-

vation of labor and Freedom, saved in the agony
of national fear in 1820, and saved again in the

panic of 1850, were now to be opened by Con-
gress, that the never ending course of seed time
and harvest might begin. The slave capitalists

of Missouri, from their own well assured homes
on Ihe eastern banks of their noble river, looked
down upon and coveted the fertile prairies of

Kansas ; while a sudden terror ran through all

the capital States, when they saw a seeming cer-

tainty that at last a new labor State would be
built on their western border, inevitably fraught,

as they said, with a near or remote abolition of

Slavery. What could be done ? Congress could
hardly be expected to intervene directly for their

safety so soon after the Compromise of 1850.

The labor hive of the Free States was distant,

the way new, unknown, and not without perils.

Missouri was near and watchful, and held the

keys of the gates of Kans:is. She might seize

llie new and smiling Territory by surprise, if

only Congress would remove the barrier estab-

lished in 1820. The conjuncture was favorable.

Clay and Webster, the distinguished citizens

whose unquestionable devotion to the Union was
manifested by their acquiescence in the compro-
mise of 1850, had gone down already into their

honored graves. The labor States had dismiss-

ed, many of tiieir representatives here for too
great distrust of the efficacy of that new bond
of peace, and had replaced them with partisans

who were only timid, but not unwilling. The
Democratic President and Congress hesitated,

but not long. They revised the last great com-
promise, and found, with delighted surprise, that

it was so far from confirming the law of freedom
of 1820, that, on the other hand, it exactly pro-

vided for the abrogation of that venerated sta-

tute ; nay, that the compromise itself actually

killed the spirit of the Missouri law, and de-

volved on Congress the duty of removing the life-

less letter from the National Code. The deed was
done. The new enactment not only repealed the

Missouri prohibition of Slavery, but it pronounc-
ed the people of Kansas and Nebraska perfectly

free to establish Freedom or Slavery, and pledged
Congress to admit tliera in due time as States,

either of capital or of labor, into the Union.
The Whig representatives of the capital States, in

an hour of strange bewilderment, concurred ; and
the Whig party instantly went down, never to

rise again. Democrats seceded, and stood aloof;

the country was again confounded ; and, amid
the perplexities of the hour, a Republican party

was seen gathering itself together with much
earnestness, but with little show of organization,

to rescue, if it were not now too late, the cause
of Freedom and Labor, so unexpectedly and
grievously imperiled in the Territories of the

United States.

I will not linger over the sequel. The popular

sovereignty of Kansas proved to be the State

soveieignty of Missouri, not only in the persons

of the rulers, but even in the letter of an arbitrary

and cruel code. The jierfect freedom proved to

be a hateful and intolerable bondage. From 1855

to 1860, Kansas, sustained and encouraged only

by the Republican party, has been engaged in

successive and ever-varying struggles,which have
taxed all lier virtue, wisdom, moderation, ener-

gies and resources, and often even her physical

strength and martial courage, to save herself from
being betrayed into the Union as a Slave State.

Nebraska, though choosing freedom, is, through
the direct exercises of the Executive power, over-

riding her own will, held as a Slave Territoiy
;

and New Mexico has relapsed voluntarily into the

practice of slavery, from which she had ledeemed
herself while she yet reiiiained a part of the Mex-
ican Republic. Meantime, the Democratic party,

advancing from the ground of Popular Sovereign-

ly as far as that ground is from the Oidinance of

1787, now stands on the position that both Terri-

torial Governments and Congiessaie incompeteiit

to legislate against slavery in the Territories,

while ilicy are not only competent, but aie ob-

liged, wlien it is necessary, to legislate for its pro-

tection there.

In this new and extreme position the Demo-
cratic party now masks itself behind the batteiy

of the Supreme Court, as if it were possibly a
true constiuction of the Constitution, that the

power of deciding practically forever between
Freedom and Slavery in a portion of the consli-
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k1uuu<1 be i-eiioiiiiced b}' Con^iess. which alone

po.-isoa.'^.s any le^islUive aulliority, and should be

assumed and exercised by a court which can only

fake cognizance of tlie great question collaterally,

in a private action between individuals, and which

action the Constitution will not sutler the court

to entertain, if it involves twenty dollars of mo-
ney, without the overruling intervention of a jury

of twelve £ood and lawful men of the neighbor-

hood where the litigation arises. The indepen-

dent, ever renewed, and ever-recurrins represent-

ative Parliament, Diet, Congiess, or Legislature,

is the one chief, paramount, essential, indispen-

sable institution in a Piepublic. Even liberty,

guaranteed by organic law, yet if it be held by
other tenure than the guardian care of such a

representative popular assembly, is but preca-

riously maintained, while Slavery, enforced by
an iriesponsible judicial tribunal, is the comple-

test possible development of despotism.

Mr. President, did ever the annals of any Gov-
ernment show a more rapid or more complete

departure from the wisdom and virtue of its

founders 7 Did ever tlie Government of a great

emi>ire, founded on the rights of human labor,

slide away so fast and so far, and moor itself so

tenaciously on the basis of capital, and that ca[ii-

lal invested in laboring men 1 Did ever a free

representative Legislature, invested with powers
so great, and with the guardianship of rights so

important, of trusts so sacred, of interests so pre-

cious, and of hopes at once so noble and so com-
prehensive, surrender and renoimce them all so

unnecessarily, so unwisely, so fatally, and so in-

gloriously ? If it be true, as every instinct of

our nature, and every precept of political expe-

rience teaches us, that

" HI Tares the land, to hastening ills a prey,

Where wealth accumulates, and men decay,"

then where in Ireland, in Italy, in Poland, or in

Ilunsary, has any ruler prepared fov a generous
and confiding people disappointments, disasters,

and calamities equal to those which tlie Govern-
ment of tlie United States holds now suspended
over so large a portiou of the continent of North
America 1

Citizens of the United States, in the spirit of

this policy, subverted the free Republic of Nica-

ragua, and opened it to slavery and the African

slave trade, and held it in that condition waiting

annexation to the United States, until its sove-

reignty was restored by a combination of sister

Republics exposed to the same danger and appre-
hensive of similar subversion. Other citizens re-

opened the foreign slave tiade, in violation of our
laws and treaties

; and, after a suspension of that

shameful traffic for fifty years, savage Africans

have been once more landed on our shores, and
distributed, unclaimed and with impunity, among
our plantations.

For this policy, so far as the Government has
sanctioned it, the Democratic party avows itself

responsible. Everywhere complaint against it is

denounced, and its opponents proscribed. When
Kansas was writhing under the wounds of incip-

ient, servile war, because of lier resistance, the
Democratic press deridinsU' said, ' let her bleed."

Official integrity has been the cause for rebuke
and punishment, when it lesisted frauds designed
to promote the extension of slavery. Through-
out the whole Republic there is not one known
dissenter from that policy remaining in place, if

witliin reach of the Executive arm. Nor over

the face of the whole world is there to be found
one repiesentative of ourcountiy who is not au
apologist of the extension of Slavery.

It is in America ihat these things have hap-

pened. In the nineteenth century, the era of tiie

world's greatest progress, and wiiile all naiioiifl

but (mrselves have been either abridging or alto-

gether suppressing commerce in men ; at the

very moment when the Russian serf is emnnci-

pated, and the Georgian captive, the Nubian
prisoner, and the Abyssinian savage, are lifted

up to freedom by the successor of Mohammed
The world, prepossessed in our behalf by cm'

early devotion to the rights of human nature, as

no nation ever before engaged its respect aini

sympathies, asks, in wonder and amazement,
what all this demoralization means 1 It has an

excuse better than the world can imagine, better

than we are generally conscious of ourselves—

a

virtuous excuse. AVe have loved not freedom so

much less, but the union of our country much
more. We have been made to believe, from time

to time, that, in a crisis, both of these precious

institutions could not be saved together, and
therefore we have, from time to time, surrendered

safeguards of freedom to propitiate the loyalty

of capital, and stay its hands from doing violence

to the Union. The true state of the case, how-
ever, ought not to be a mystery to ourselves.

Prescience, indeed, is not given to statesmen

;

but we are without excuse when we fail to ap-

prehend the logic of current events. Let parties,

or the Government choose or do what they may,
the ]ieople of the United States do not prefer the

wealth of the few to the liberty of the many,
capital to labor, African slaves to n'hite freemen,

in the national Territories aisd future States.

That question has never been distinctly recog-

nized or acted on by them. The Republican
party embodies the popular protest and reaction

against a policy which has been fastened upon
the nation by surprise, and which its reason and
conscience, concurring with the reason and coh-

science of mankind, condemn.
The choice of the nation is now between the

Democratic party and the Republican party.

Its principles and policy are, therefore, justly

and even necessarily examined. I know of only
one policy which it has adopted or avowed,
namely : the saving of the Territories of tlie

United States, if possible, by constitutional and
lawful means, from being homes for slavery ai>d

PolygMmy. Who, that considers where this na-

tion exists, of what races it is composed, in what
age of the world it acts its part on the public

stage, and what are its predominant institutions,

customs, habits and sentiments, doubts that tlie

Republican party can and will, if unwaveringly
faithful to that policy, and just and loyal in all

beside, carry it into triumphal success ? To
doubt is to be uncertain whether civilization can
improve or Christianity save mankind.

I may, perhaps, infer, from the necessity of

the case, that it will, in all courts and places,

stand by the freedom of speech and of the

press, and the constitutional rights of freemen
everywhere; that it will fivor the speedy im-
provement of the public domain by homestead
laws, and will encourage mining, nianufacttires,

and internal commerce, with needful connectioiM

between the Atlantic and Pacific States—for all

these are important interests of Freedom. For
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all the rest, tlie national emergencies, not indi-

vidual influences, must determine, as society

goes on, the policy, and character of the Repnli-

lifian party. Already bearing its part in legis-

lation and in treaties, it feels the necessity of

being practical in its care of tlie national health

aiad life, while it leaves metapliysical specula-

timi to those whose duty it is to cultivate the
eauobling science of political philosophy.

But in the midst of these subjects, or, rather,

before fully reaching tliem, the Republican party
encounters, unexpectedly, a new and potential

issue—one prior, and liierefore paramount to all

others, one of national life and death. Just as

if so much had not been already conceded

;

nay, just as if noLliing at all had ever been con-

cede<l, to the interest of capital invested in men,
we liear menaces of Disunion, louder, more dis-

tinct, more emphatic than ever, with the condi-

tion annexed, that tliey shall be executed the

laoment that a Republican Administration,
though constitutionally elecied, shall assume
the Government.

I do not certainly know that the people aie

prepared to call such an Administration to

power. I know only, that tln'ough a succession

of floods which never greatly excite, and ebbs
which never entirely discourage me, the volume
of Republicanism rises continually higher and
hiiiher. They are probably wise, whose a[>pre-

hensions admonish them tiiat it is already strong

enougli for effect.

Hillierto the Republican party has been con-

tent with one self-interrogatory—how many
votes it can castl These tlireats enforce an-

other—has it determination enough to cast

them ? This latier cjuestion touches its spirit

and pride. I am quite sure, however, that, as it

has hitherto practised self-denial in so many
other forms, it will, in this emergency, lay aside

all impatience of tenij/ei', together with all am-
bition, and will consider these extraordinary de-

clamations .seriously, and with a just moderation.

It would be a waste of words to demonstrate
that they arc unconstitutional, and equally idle

to show tliat (he responsibility for disunion, at-

tempted or effected, must rest not with those

who in the exercise of constitutional authority

Baaintain the Government, but with those who
unconstitutionally engage in the mad work of

subverting it.

Wliat are the excuses for these menaces ?

They resolve themselves into this : that the Re-
publican party in the North is hostile to the

South. But it already is proved to be a ma-
jority in the North ; it is, therefore, practically

the people of the North. Will it not still be

the same North that has forborne with you so

long and conceded to you so much ? Can you
justly assume that aftection which has been so

complying can all at once change to hatred, in-

tense and inexorable ?

You say that the Republican party is a sec-

tional one. Is the Democratic pai ty less sec-

tional ? Is it easier for us to bear your sectional

sway that for you to bear ours ? Is it unrea-

sonable that for once we should alternate? But
is the Republican party sectional ? Not unless

the Democratic party is. The Republican party

prevails in the House of Representatives some-
times; the Democratic party in the Senate al-

ways. Which of the two is the most proscrip-

Kve ? Come, if you will, into the Free States,

into the State of New York, anywhere from
Lake Erie to Sag Harbor, among my neighbors
in the Owasco Valley. Hold your conventions,
nominate your candidates, address the people,

submit to tlnnn, fully, earnestly, eloquently, all

your complaints and giievances of Nortliern
disloyalty, oppression, perfidy ; keep notliing

back, sjioak just as freely and as loudly there as

you do here. You will have hospitable wel-
comes, and appreciating audiences, with ballot-

boxes open for all the votes you can win. Are
you less sectional than this ? Extend to us the
same pi'ivileges, and I will engage that you will

very soon have in the South as many Republi-
cans as Democrats in the North. There is,

however, a better lest of nationality than the

accidental location of parties. Our policy of

labor in the Tei ritories, was not sectional in the

first forty years of the Republic. Its nattu-e in-

heres. It Avill be national again, during the

tiiird forty years, and forever afterwards. It is

not wise and beneficial for us alone, or injuiious

to you alone. Its effects are equal, and the

same for us all.

You accuse the Repulican pai'ty of ulierior and
secret desians. How can a jiarty that counts its

voles in this land of free speech and free press

by the hundreds of tliousands, have any secret de-

signs.? Who is the conjurer, and where aiethe
hidden springs by which he can control its un-

congregaled and widely-dispersed masses, and

direct them to objects unseen and i)Ur{)oses una-

vowed 1 But what are tliese hidden jjiiposes?

You name only one. That one is to introduce

negro equality among you. Suppose we iiad li:e

power to change your social system, what war-

rant have you for supposing tliat we should cany
negro equality among you 1 We know, and v/e

will show you, if you will only give heed, thr.t

what our system of labor works out, wiiere\ er it

works out anything, is the equality of white men.

The laborer in the Free States, no matter how
humble his occupation, is a wliite man, and he is

politically tlie equal of hisemi>!oyer. Eighteen

of our ihiily-thiee States are Free-Labor Slates.

There they are:— Maine, New Ham|>shire, iMa;<-

sachus^tis, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut,

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Mi-

chigan, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota,

Iowa, California and Oregon. I do not array

them in contrast with the capital States. I am
no assailant of States. All of the States are par-

cels of my own country—the best of them not so

wise and great ns I am sure it will hereafter be;

tlie State least devel ,iped and perfect among them
all is wiser and better than any foreign State

I know. Is it then in any, and in which, of

the States I have named that negro equality of-

fends the white man's pride 1 Throughout the

wide world, where is the Stale where class and

caste are so utterly extinsuislied a.s they are in

each and every one of them 1 Let the Eu: ojiean

immigrant, who avoids the African as if his skin

exhaled contagion, answer. You. find him al-

ways in the State where labor is ever free. Did

Washington, Jefferson and Henry, when tliey im-

plored you to relinquish your system and accept

the one we have adopted, propose to sink you
down to the level of tlie Afiican, or was it their

desire to exalt all white men to a common politi-

cal elevation.

But we do not seek to force, or even to intrude,

our system on you. We are excluded, justly,
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\visvly atid cniUcntcrlly. from all jtolitical ])o\ver

and res!)onsibi!il.y in ynir (/apital Stales. You :ne

sovceisiis on the subject nf Slavery wiUiin your

own borders, as we are on tliesame subject uiihin

our borders. It is well and wisely so arrnnged.

Use your amliorily to maintain what system you

please. We are not distrustful of the result.

We have wisely, as we ihiid<. exercised ours to

protect and perfect the niaidiood of the members
of the State. The whole sovereignty upon do-

mestic concerns within the Union is divided be-

tween us by unmistakable boundai ies. You have

your fifteen distinct parts, equally distinct. Each

must be maintained, in order tliat the whole may
be preserved. If ours shall be assailed, within

or without, by any enemy, or for any cause,

and we shall have need, we shall expect

you to defend it. If yours shall be so as-

sailed, in the emertiency. no matter wliat the

cause or pretext, or who the foe, we shall defend

your sovereignty as the equivalent of our own.

SVe camiot, indeed, accept your system of ca[)ital

or its ethics. That would be to surrender and

subveit our own, which we esteem to be bettei'.

Besides, if we could, what need for any division

into States at all ? You are equally at liberty to

reject our system and its ethics, and to maintai;i

the su|)eriority of your own by all the forces of

licrsuasionand argument. We must, indeed, mu-
tually <iiscuss both .systems. All the world dis-

cusses all systems. Especially must we discuss

them since we have to decide as a nation which

of the two we o\i2lit to cngi'aft on t!ie new and

future States growing up in the gieat public do-

in;ii!i. Discussion, then, being unavoidable, what

could bo more wise than to conduct it with mu-
tual toleration and in a fraternal s[)i:it?

You complain that Republicans discourse foa

Lohily and directly, when they express with con-

fidniice their belief that the system of labor will,

in the end, be universally accepted by the capi-

tal States, acting for themselves, and in conform-

ity with their own Constitutions, while they

sanction too unreservedly books designed to ad-

vocate emancipation. But surely you can hard-

ly expect the Federal Govenniient or the politi-

cal parties of the nation to maintain a censorship

of the Press or of debate. The theory of our

system is. that error of opinion may in all cases

safely he tolerated where reason is left free to

combat it. Will it be claimed that more of

moderation and tenderness in debate are exhi-

bited on your side of the great argument tlian

our own ? We all learned our polemics, as well

as our principles, from a common master. We
are sure that we do not, on our side, exceed his

lessons and example. Thomas Jefferson ad-

dressed Dr. Price, an Englisliman, concerning his

treatise on emancipation in America, in this fash-

ion:

—

" Souhward of tlie Chesapeake, your book will find 1 ut

few readers c neiirring with it in sentiiu'nt on the subject

<if Slavery. P'roiti the mouth to the lieud of the Chesa-
peake, 111 liulk of the people will approve it in theory,

;iiid it will find are spectahle minority ready to adopt it

in prae ice; a minority which, for weight and worth of

character, preponderates against the greater number who
have not the courage to divest their families of a property
which, however, keeps their c 'usci nces unquiet. Norih-
w.ird of ihe Ch sapeake, you m;iy tin I here and there an
opponent lo your doctrine, -.s you may find h' re and there

a rohb r or a murderer ; but in no great number." * *

"This
I
Virginiui is the next Stat • to which we may turn

our . yes for the interesting specta le of ju.stice in eonfiict

with avarice anit oppression— a conflict where the sacred

side is ga'nng daily new recruits from the influx into of-

fice of young men, grown and growing up." * *

"Re n t. tlK-n, discournged. What you have writlcn will

do a urea deal ' f good ; and could you .still trouljle your-

self about our welfare, no man is more al)le to htlp ilie la-

boring side."

Y'ou see, sir, that whether we go for or agiinst

Slavery anywhere, we must follow Saittui-ra

guides. You nuiy change your pilots with the

winds or the currents ; but we, wliose nativity,

reckoned under the North Star, has rendered us

somewhat superstitious, must be excu.sed for

constancy in following the guidance of thos«

who framed the national ship and gave us tlia

chart for its noble voyage.

A profound respect and friendly regard for

the Vice-President of the United States has in-

duced me to weigh carefully the testimony he

has given on the subject of the hostility against

the South imputed to the Republican p;n'ty, as

derived from the relations of the representatives

of the two parties at this capital. He says that

he has seen here in the representatives of the

lower Southern States a most resolute and earn-

est spirit of reshstance to the Republican party;

that he perceives a sensible loss of that spiiit of

brotherhood and that feeling of loyalty, together

with that love for a common country, which are

at last the surest cement of the Union ; so that,

in the present unhappy condition of affairs, lie

is almost tempted to exclaim that we are dis-

solving week by week, and month bynionth;

that the threads are gradually fretting them-

selves asunder; and a stranger might suppose

that the Executive of the United Stales waa Lha

President of two hostile Republics. It is not

for me to raise a doubt upon the correctn'.'.ss of

this dark picture, so far as the SoutJiern group.^i

upon the canvas are concerned, but 1 must be

indulged in the opinion that I can pronounce as

accurately concerning the Northern or llepubii-

can representatives here as any one. I k;iov/-

their public haunts and their piivate ways. \\\j

are not a hostile Republic, or repiesentalives of

one. We confer together, but only as the organ,^

of every party do, and must do in a political

system which obliges us to act sometimes a.s

partisans, while it requires us always to be pa-

triots and st;itesmen. Dilferences of opinion,

even on the subject of Slavery, with us are poli-

tical, not social or personal difl'erences. '1 here

is not one disunionist or disloyalist among us all.

We are altogether i;nconscious of any process of

dissolution going on among or around us. Wa
have never been more patient ami never loved

the representatives of other sections moie, than

now. We bear the same testimony for the peo-

ple around us here, who, though in the very cen-

ter where the bolt of disunion must fall first and

be most fearful in its effects, seem never less

disturbed than now. We bear the same testi-

mony for all the districts and States we represent.

The people of the North are not enemies bttt

friends and brethren of the South, faithful and

true as in the days when death has dealt his ar-

rows promiscuously among tliem on common
battle fields of Freedom.
We will not stifier ourselves here to dwell on

any evidences of a different temper in the South;

but we shall be content with expressing our be-

lief that hostility that is not designedly pro-

voked, and that caimot pi ovoke i ctaliaticm, is an

anomaly tliat must be traced to casual excite-

ments, which cannot i)erpetuaie alienation.

A canva.s8 for a Piesidential election, in some

respects more important, peihaps, than any since
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1800, has recently bc^un. The House of Rrpre-

se.itatives was to be organized by a niaJDiity,

vvliile no party should east more than a plurality

of votes. The gloom of the laie tragedy in Vir-

ginia rested on the Capitol from the day when
Congress assembled. While the two gieat poli-

tical parties were peacefully, lawfully, and con-

stitutionally, though zealously, conducting the

great national issue between free labor and capi-

tal labor for the Territories to ita pro[)er solu-

tion, through the trials of the ballot, operating

directly or indirectly on the various departments
of the Government, a band of exceptional men,
contemptuous equally of that great question and
of the parties to the controversy, and impatient

of the constitutional system which confines the

citizens of every State to political action by suf-

frage in organized parties within their own bor-

ders, inspired by an enthusiasm peculiar to

themselves, and exasperated by grievances and
wrongs that some of them had suffered by in-

roads of armed propagandists of Slavery in Kan-
sas, unlawful as their own retaliation was. at-

tempted to subvert Slavery in Virginia by con-

6{»iracy, ambush, inva^iion. and force. The
method we have adopted, of appealing to the rea-

son and judgment of the people, to be pro-

nounced by suffrage, is the only way by which
free government can be maintained anywhere,
and the only one, as yet devised, which is in har-

mony with the spirit of Christian religion. While
generous and charitable natures will probably
concede that John Brown and liis asswiates acted

on earnest, though fatally erroneous, convictions,

yet all good citizens will, nevertheless, agree that

this attempt to execute an unlawful purpose in

Vir<iinia by invasion, involving servile war, was
an act of sedition and treason, and criminal to

just the extent that it affected the public peace,

and was destructive of human happiues.s and
human life. It is a painful reflection that, after

so long an experience of the beneficent working
of our system as we have enjoyed, we have had
tliese new illustrations in Kansas and Virginia of

the existence among us of a class of men so

misguided and so desperate as to seek to enforce

tlieii' peculiar principles by the sword, drawing
after it a need for the further illustration by
their punishment of that great m )ral truth, es-

pecially applicable to a republic, that they who
take up the sword as a weapon of controversy
shall perish by the sword. lu the latter case,

the lamented deaths of so many citizens slain

from an ambush and by surprise—all the more
lamentable because they were innocent vic-

tims of a frenzy kindled without their agency,
in far distant tires—the death even of the of-

fenders themselves, pitiable, although necessary
and just, because t]\ey acted under delirium,
which blinded their judgment to the real motive
of their criminal enterprise ; the alarm and con-
sternation naturally awakened throughout the
country, exciting for the moment the fear that

our whole system, with all its securities for life

and lilierty, was coming to an end—a fear none
the more endurable because continually aggra-
vated by new chimeras to which the great lead-
io'T event lent an air of probability ; surely all

these constituted a sum of public misery which
ought to have satisfied the most morbid appetite
for .social horrors. But, as in the case of the

gunpowder plot, and the Salem witchcraft, and
th«' .New ywk i;olo;ii-ij negro plot, so now ; the

original actors were swiftly followed by another
and kindred class, who sought to prolong and
widen the public distress by attempting to di-

rect the indignation which it had excited against

parties guiltless equally of complicity and of

sympathy with the offenders.

Posterity must decide in all the recent cases
where political responsibility for public disas-

teis must full ; and posterity will give little heed
to our instructions. It was not until the gloomy
reign of Domitian had ended, and liberty and
virtue had found assured refuge under the sway
of the milder Nerva, that the historian arose

whose narrative of that period of tyranny and
terror has been accepted by mankind.
The Republican party being thus vindicated

against the charge of hostility to the South,
which has been oflfered in excuse for the men-
aces of unconstitutional resistance in the event
of its success, I feel well assured that it will

sustain me in meeting them in the spirit of the
defender of the English Commonwealth :

" Surely they that shall boast as we do to be a free
nation, and, havin<; the power, shall not also have the
courage, to remove constitutionally every Governor,
wlielher he be the supreme or subordinate, may please
their fancy with a ridiculous and painled freedom, fit

to cozen babies, but are, indeed, under tyranny and
servitude, as wanting that power, which is tlie root and
source of all liberty, to dispose of and eeoMomise in the
land which God hath given them, as members of family
in their own home and free inheritance; without which
natural and e8>ential power of a free nation, though
bearing high their heads, they can, in due esteem, be
thought no better than slaves an. I vassals born in the-

tenure and oecnpatlon of another inheriting lord, whi>sti

government, tlioiigh not illegal or intolerable, hangs on
liiem as a lordly scourge, not as a free government."

The Republican party knows, as the whole
countiy will ultimately come to understand, th.-tt

the noblest objects of national life must peri.sli,

if that life itself shall be lost, and therefore il.

will accept the issue tendered. It will take up
the word Union, which others are so willing to

renounce, and, combining it with that other glo-

rious thought, Liberty, which has been its in-

spiration so long, it will move firmly onward,

with the motto inscribed on its banner: "Umoi-
and Liberty, come what may, in victory as in

defeat, in power as out of power, now and foi»-

ever."

If the Republican party maintain the Union,

who and what jjarty is to assail it 1 Only t"he

Democratic party, for there is no other. Will

the Democratic party take up the assault 1 The
menaces of Di.^union are made, though not in its

name, yet in its behalf It must avow or disa-

vow them. Its silence, thus far, is portentous,

but is not alarming. The effect of the intimida-

tion, if successful, would be to continue the rule

of the Democratic party, though a minority, by
terror. It certainly ought to need no more than

this to sccuie the success of the Repubiican par-

ty. If indeed, the time has come when the

Democratic party must rule by terror, instead

of ruling through conceded public confidence,

then it is quite certain that it cannot be dis-

missed too soon. Ruling on that odious princi-

ple, it could not long save either the Constitu-

tion or public liberty. But I shall not believo

the Democratic i)arty will consent to stand in

this position, though it does, through the action

of its rcpresentaiives, seem to cover and sustain

those who threaten, disunion. I know the De-

mocracy of the Nortli. I know them now in

their waning strength. J do not know a posai-
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ble Disunionist among them all. I believe they
will be as faithful to the Union now as they were
in the by-goue days when their ranks were full,

and tlieir challenge to the combat was always
the war-cry of victory. But, if it shall prove
otherwise, then the world will all the sooner
know that every party in the country must stand
on Union ground ; that the American people
will sustain no party that is not capable of mak-
ing a sacrifice of its ambition on the altar of the
country ; that, although a party may have never
so much of prestige, and never such traditional

merit, yet, if it be lacking in one virtue of loy-

alty to the Union, all its advantages will be una-
vailing; and then obnoxious as, through long-

cherished and obstinate prejudices, the Rejiub-
lican party is in the capital States, yet even
there it will advance like an army with banners,
winning the favor of the whole people, and it

will be armed with the national confidence and
support, when it shall be found the only party
that defends and maintains the integrity of the
Union.
Those who seek to awake the terrors of dis-

union, seem tome to have too hastily considered
the conditions under which they are to make their

attempt. Who believes that a Republican Admi-
nistration and Congress could practice tyranny
under a Constitution which interposes so many
checks as ours ? Yet that tyrannj' must not only
be practised, but must be intolerable, and there

must be no remaining hope for constitutional re-

lief, before forcible resistance can find ground to

stand on anywhere.
The people of the United States, acting in con-

fonnity with the Constitution, are the supreme
tribunal to try and determine all political issues.

They are as competent to decide the issue of to-

morrow as they have been heretofore to decide
the issues of other days. They can reconsider
hereafter and reverse, if need be, the judgment
they shall pronounce to-day, as they have more
than once reconsidered and reversed their judg-
ments in former times. It needs no revolution to

correct any error, or prevent any danger, under
any circumstances.

Nor is any new or special cause for revolution

likely to occur under a Republican Administra-
tion. We are engaged in no new transaction, not
even in a new dispute. Our fathers undertook a
great work for themselves, for us, and for our
successors—to erect a free and federal empire,
whose arches shall span the North American con-
tinent, and reflect the rays of the sun throughout
his whole passage from one to the other of the
great oceans. They erected tliirteeu of its col-

umns all at once. These are standing now, the
admiration of mankind. Their successors added
twenty more ; even we who are here have shaped
and elevated three of that twenty, and all these

are as firm and as steadfast as the first thirteen
;

and more will yet be necessary when we shall

have rested from our labors. Some among us
prefer for these columns a composite material

;

others a pure white marble. Our fathers and our
predecessors differed in the same way, and on
the same point. AVhat execrations should we not
all unite in pronouncing on any statesman who
-heretofore, from mere disappointment and disgust
at being overruled in his choice of materials, for

any new column then to be quarried, should have
laid violent hands on the imperfect structure, and
brought it down to the earth, there to remain a

wreck, instead of a citadel of a world's best
hopes

!

I remain now in the opinion I have uniformly
expressed here and elsewhere, that these hasty
threats of Disunion are so unnatural that they
will find no hand to execute them. We are of

one race, language, liberty and faith ; engaged,
indeed, in varied industry, but even that indus-
try so diversified, brings us into more intimate
relations with each other than any other people,
however homogenous, and though living under a

consolidated government, ever maintained. We
languish throughout, if one joint of our Federal
frame is smitten ; while it is certain that a part

dissevered must perish. You may refine as you
please about the structure of the Government,
and say that it is a compact, and that a breach,

by one of the States or by Congress, or any one
article, absolves all the members from allegiance,

and that the States may separate when they
have, or fancy they have cause for war. But
once try to subvert it, and you will find that it is

a Government of the whole people—as individu-

als, as well as a compact of States ; that every
individual member of the body politic is con-

scious of his interest and power in it, and knows
that he will be helpless, powerless, hopeless,

when it shall have gone down. Mankind have a

natural right, a natural instinct, and a natural

capacity for self-government ; and when, as her^

they are sufficiently ripened by culture, they will

and must have self-government, and no other.

—

The framers of our Constitution, with a wisdom
that surpassed all previous understanding among
men, adapted it to these inherent elements of

human nature. He strangely, blindly misunder-

stands the anatomy of the great system, who
tliinks that its only bonds, or even its strongi'St

ligaments, are the written compact or the multi-

plied and thoroughly ramified roads and
thoroughfares of trade, commerce and social

intercourse. These are strong, indeed, but its

chiefest iustruments of cohesion—those which
render it inseparable and indivisible—are the mil-

lions of fibres of millions of contented, happy
human hearts, binding by their afl'ections, their

ambition and their best hopes equally the high

and low, the rich and the poor, the wise and un-

wise, the learned and untutored, even the good

and the bad, to a Government, the first, the last,

and the only such one that has ever existed,

which takes equal heed always of their wants,

their wishes and their opinions ; and appeals to

them all, individually, once in a year, or in two

years, or at least in four years, for their expressed

consent and renewal, without which it must

cease. No, go where you will, and to what class

you may, with commissions for your fatal service

in one hand, and your bounty counted by the

hundred or the thousand pieces of silver in the

other, a thousand resisters will rise up for every

recruit you can engage. On the banks equally of

the St. Lawrence and the Rio Grande, on the At-

lantic and the Pacific coasts, on the shores of the

Gulf of Mexico, and in the dells of the Rocky

Mountains, among the fishermen of the banks of

Newfoundland, the weavers and spinners of Mas-

sachusetts, the stevedores of New York, the

miners of Pennsylvania, Pike's Peak and Califor-

nia, the wheat-growers of Indiana, the cotton and

sugar planters on the Mississippi, among the vol-

untary citizens from every other land not less than

the native born, the Christian and the Jew,
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amono; the Indians on the prairies, the contuma-
cious Mormons in the Deseret, the Africans free,

the Afiicans in bondage, the inmates of hospitals

and almshouses, and even the criminals iu the

penitentiaries, rehearse the story of your wrongs
and their own never so eloquently and never so

mournfully, and appeal to them to ris^. They
will ask you, " Is this all 1" "Are you more just

than Washington, wiser than Hamilton, moie hu-
mane than Jefferson 1 " " What new form of

Government or of Union have you the power to

establish, or even the cunning to devise, that will

be more just, more safe, more free, more gentle,

more beneficent, or more glorious thau this 1"

And by these simple interrogatories you will be
silenced and confounded.

Mr. President, we are perpetually forgetting

this subtle and complex, yet obvious and natural,

mechanism of our Constitution; and because we
do forget it, we are continually wondering how
it is that a confederacy of thirty and more States,

covering regions so vast, and regulating interests

so various of so many millions of men, consti-

tuted and conditioned so diversely, works right

on. We are continually looking to see it stop

and stand still, and fall suddenly into pieces.

But, in truth, it will not stop; it cannot stop; it

was made not to stop, but to keep in motion

—

in motion always, and without force. For my
own part, as this wonderful machine, when it had
newly come from the hands of its almost divine

inventors, was the admiration of my earlier

years, although it was then but imperfectly

known abroad, so now, when it forms the central

figure in the economy of the world's civilization,

and the best sympathies of mankind favor its

continuance, I expect that it will stand and work
right on until men shall fear its failure no more
than we now apprehend that the sun will ceaso
to hold its eternal place in the heavens.

Nevertheless, I do not expect to see this pure-
ly popular, though majestic system always work-
ing ou unattended by the presence and exhibi-
tion of human temper and human passions.
That would be to expect to enjoy rewards, bene-
fits, and blessings without labor, care, and watch-
fulness—an expectation contrary to Divine ap-
pointment. These are the discipline of the
American citizen, and he must inure himself to

it. When, as now, a great policy, fastened upon
the country through its doubts and fears, con-
firmed by its habits, and strengthened by per-

sonal interests and ambitions, is to be relaxed
and changed, in order that the nation may have
its just, and natural, and free developments,
then, indeed, all the winds of controversy are let

loose upon us from all points of the political

compass, we see objects and men only through
political hazes, mists, and doubtfal and Itirid

lights. The earth seems to be heaving uuder
our feet, and the pillars of the noble fabric that

protects us to be trembling before our eyes.

But the appointed end of all this agitation comes
at last, and always seasonably ; the tumults of

the people subside ; the country becomes calm
once more ; and then we find that only our
senses have been disturbed, and that they have
betrayed us. The earth is firm as always before,

and the wonderful structure, for whose safety we
have feared so anxiously, now more firmly fixed

than ever, still stands unmoved, enduring and
immovable.
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The Senate proceeded to consider the following resolutions,
submitted by Mr. Brown on the Ibth instant:

Renoh'eil, That the Territories .ire the common property of
all the States, and tliat it is the privilece of the citizens of all

tlie States to fro into the Territories with every kind or descrip-
tion of property recognized by the Constitution of the United
States, and held under tiie laws of any of the States; and that
it is the constitutional duty of the lawmakins i)ower, wherever
lou|ie<l or by whomsoever e.xercised, v.hfther l>y the Congress
or Territorial Legislature, to enact such laws as m:)y be found
necessary for the adequate and sufficient protection of such
property.
Resolved, That the Committee on Territoi ies be instructed

to insert, in any bill they may report for the organization of
new Territories, a chiuse dvclannK it to be the duty of the
Territorial Le'-'islafure to enact adequate and sutticient laws
for the protection of allkind.s of property, as above described,
within the limits of the Territory; and that, upon its failure or
refusal to do so. it is the admitted duty of Congress to Inter-
fere and pass such laws.

Mr. Wilson. Mr. President, when the Republic entered the
family of nations, it proclaimed to kings and princes to no-
bles and privileged classes, to toiling freemen .and lowly bond-
men, the equality of man. Passing now through the eighty-
fourth year of national life, America presents to the gaze of
nations the humiliating and s.'iddening spectacle of a Heiiub-
lic, which began its imlependent e.Kistence by the promulga-
tion of a bill of riulits as old as creation and as wide as iiu-

nianity, distracted by discordant and angry discussions upon
is.~ues growing out of the liondage of four million men.
Slavery inAmerica—our connections with it. and relations

to it. the obligations these connections and relations impose
upon us as men, as citizens of the States and of the United
States make the issu'-s of the age, the transcendent magni-
tude of which command tlie profoundest attention of tlie

conntr.v. Tn the crowded city and the lonely dwelling, the
public press and the judicial tribunal, the hall of legislation
and the tenuile of the living (iod—everywhere—goes on the
" irrepressible conflict" between the sul)li:ne creed of the char-
ter of independence and the aggressive spirit of slavery ; be-
tween the institutions of freedom our fathers founded and the
.system of human bondage which now darkens the land, cast-
ing its baleful shadows over the Republic, obscuring its lustre
and marring its symmetry and beauty.

\\ithin fifteen States of this Democratic Repul)lic. which
cmiraenced its career by uttering the ideas of equality and
liberty that live in the throbbing hearts of the toilmg masses.
an<l nurse even the wavering hopes of hapless bondmen
amid the thick gloom of rayless oppression, more than four
million hum.an beings, made in the image of God, are held in
perpetual bondage. By inexorable laws, sanctioned by the
merciless force of public opinion, these millions are denied
Hie rights of manhood, and degraded to the abject condition
of chattelhood. To them, the hallowed relations of liusband
and wife, parent and child, are held, not by the sacred rii:hts
of a common liumanity, but )iy the will of masters. The laws,
tlie customs, the public opinion, which have sunk these mil-
lions from the dignity of humanity down to the degradation
of chattels, liave founded and developed a privileged class,
which now controls the slaveholding States. This cla,ss now
rules these fifteen States, abrogating, in suiiport of its inter-
ests, the inborn, inbred, constitutional right of freedom of
speech and freedom of the press. In these States, the power
of this class is overshadowing, resistless, complete.

Over the Federa. Government this class, this slave power,
has achieved complete dominion. The slave power this day
holds the National Government, in all its departments, in ab-
solute subjugation. In this chamber, where sit the represent-
atives of sovereiizn conHuonwealtlis, that power retains un-
bidk.n sway. That jinwHi- l,i,is tli.' .-Supreme Court utter its
decrees, and th;itliii;li till •nii.ilnhcy.s its imperative commands.
That power holds the I'n-sidr-iit in the Imllowof its hand, com-
pellmg him to declare that "slavery exists in Kansas by virtue
of the Constitution;" that "the master has the right to take his
slave into the territories as property.and have it protected there
under the Federal Constitution;" that "neither Congress nor
the Territorial Legi.^lature. nor.anv human power, has any au-
thority to annul or imiiair this vested right." That power sum-
moned the aspiring Vice-President to his own Kentucky, to
give his assurances "that this constitutional right exists;"'
that "we must hold to this principle, we must stand by it

;"

and "if it cannot be enforced for want of proper legislation to
enforce it, sufficient legislation must be passed, or our Gov-
ernment is a failure." That power lays its iron hand upon the
representatives of free and proud commonwealths, in this
chamber and in the other, compelling them to disavow their
own recorded opinions, to accept the monstrous dogma, that
"neither Congress, nor a Territorial Legislature, nor any Im-
man power, has any authority to annul or impair the vested
right" of the master to have his slave protected as property
in the Territories under the Federal Constitution. Well might
the Mce-President, in view of the recent triumphs and the
imperial sway of the slave power, proudly say to the men of
his native Kentucky, " We stand in a good position !" " We
have the Executive; we have the laws: we have the courts;
and that is a great advance from where we stood ten years
ago I"

Tlie glowing pages of that history which records the deeds
of the heroic men who, in defence of the inherent and inde-
feasible rights of liumanitv. accepted the bloody issues of civil
war. and defied and batlled the gicrantic power of the British
Empire, won national independence, and framed a Constitu-
tion for united America. Iiear to us of this generation the am-
plest evidences that they, with rare exceptions, believed
slavery to be a local and tempcu-ary evil, which British avarice
planted and British jtower nurtured in America, and wliich
the advancing current of a humane and Christian civilization
would sweep from the land it st.'iined and polluted. But sev-
enty years, Mr. President, have now passed awav since the
inauguration of the (iovermueiit under the Federal Constitu-
tion. That six Imiuhed thousand bondmen, valued at less
than fifty million dollars, have increased to four million,
valued at more than two thousand million. That feeble sys-
tem of African slavery, which seeme<i to the hopeful eyes of
our patriotic fathers smitten with the disease of original sin,
has expanded into a gigantic system, which now casts its chil-
ling influences over the land, polluting the very sources of
national life, perverting the moral sense of the nation, cor-
rujiting the sentiment of justice, humanity and liberty, and
leaving the traces of its ruinous power upon the institutions
and upon the soil of the Republic, which it turns to barrenness
and desolation.

Sir, this exijanaon and gi-owth of the system of African
slavery, this development of the slave power, during the past
seventy years, have wrought a wonderful change, a complete
revolution, in the sentiments and opinions of the public men
who control the cmuicils of America. What a contrast be-
tween .slavery in .\merica in 178i<, and slavery in America in
18t.iO

! Then, it was weak; now, it is strong. Then, its influ-
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,nces over the nntion were iiiipoteiit; nn^v, it liotils the rinv-
-niiiierit in itsiroii urasp. 'I'lieii. the imlilic tiumi who dictiiteii

ihe imhcv nf the tiovernmeiit ileeiiied it to he .-i iinirMl. soc-i:il

juiii politicMl evil, wliich liuiiiniiity :tui\ reli^'inn ileijUii'eil : imw,
it is rei-Mi-ileil liy the men whn coiitrul the (;(H eiriiiieiit .-is ;i

jii'Sitive ri>"il. !i heiieticeiit sy-iteiii, "a >.'re:it nii)r:il." in tlie

wiii-<ls of tlie Seniitor fiMin >iissi>j.iiii)i [Mr. IhiowN], "soei.-il

aiifl |ii>litie;il lilessiiis -ii lilessina tn the muster iind :i hlfssiiis
til the sl.ive." 'I'heri, to pnihi'fiit it in the 'I'errituries w:is
il'ienicd iililie the rii-'lit :nid duty of the (hivernnieiit : now. tlie

jivowed doetiiiie of the Adiiiini^tridion of the Coverniiient i.=,

th.-it the slavehohlers liMVe the ri^-ht to carry their shives as
inoiierty into the Terri ories, and hold them there as i)roi)erly
liy virlne nf the Constitution, ami lliat "neither Congress nor
:i 'IViritorial l,egisl.itine, nor any huni.in jiower. has authority
to aiuiul or iiiipair this vested riirht." 'llien. to cherish, as h
livinir faith, the creed "" th.it all men are created equal ;" to

nelieve slavery to he an evil ; to htlieve, with Henry, that "

a

time would come to aliolisli tliis himenta'de evil;" and with
Jefferson, that "notliiii!,' is more efitaiidy written in tlie hook
of late, than tliiit this peoiilc shall lie hei'.- hrou-lit neither
proscription from power nor indi^'oities fnnii the people ; now,
the.se sentiments hrin^' upon flie piihlic man the proscriptions
ot power, the ridicule and reproach of presses In the interest
of power, and suhject the American citizen, wliose riiilits are
puarded hv constitutional euaranties, in theslavef^tates to the
insults and def-'radinu- indi-'iiities of hiwless and hnit.il inolis.

maddened hy the fan;itieisin of shivery, to arrests, imprison-
ment*:, fines, and haiiishments. Then, the peojile of .Amer-
ica confided their new (iovernmeiif to the i,'U.irilianshi|) and
Kiiidance of statesmen Known hy their acts and recorded opin-
ions to he unalterahly opposed to the slave tr.ade, to the per-
petuity of slavery, to its expansion into the vast empire of
the Northwest; now, tlie inihlic men of America, who inherit
tlie sentiments and opinions of Washington, .lefferson, Madi-
son, Aoams, .lay, llaiiiilton, and tlieir illustrious compeers,
who would consecrate the territorial possessions of the Repub-
lic to free in.stitutions for all, are admonished, in these cham-
bers, that they will not be permitted, in the slave States, to

avow their sentiments, or tn advocate the election to the
Presidency, in l*'hO. of a candidate representini; their policy:
aye that the election of such a candidate will be the cause for

the dissolution ol'the Union.
In the month of August, iKi20. twenty African bondmen were

liorne into the waters of Virginia. At .Jamestown, in 1IJ20.

\>egan ttiat system of human slavery in America, which now,
in 18li0. tiaudhtily a,ssumes to mould and fashion the policy of
the nation; to expand itself over tlie vast jiossessions of the
Kepublic ; to repress tlie inborn rijrht of the freedom of speech
and of the press; to arrest and to imprison, to scourge and to

banish American citizens for entertaining, cherishing and
uttering the sentiments of the great statesmen of the North
and of the South, who carried us through the fire and blood
of the devolution—statesmen whose names are forever asso-

ciated with national independence and constitutional free-

dom.
This system of African slavery, planted on the shores of

Virginia, grew and spread over America under the colonial
and commercial policy of P^ngland. Kncouraged by Ih-itlsh

legislation, and fostered by royal favor, the merchants of
England transported from the shores of western Africa, to the
thirteen British colonies, from the middle of the seventeenth
century to 177t>, more than three hundred thousand of the
children of Africa. The coffers of her merchants were filled

with gold soiled with the blood of these hapless bondmen
l''or nearly two centuries the party of the slave trade controlled
the Government, and directed the policy of England. Kings
and queens, lords and commons, judges and attorneys-general
and bishops, all gave to the traffic in the bodies of men their

persistent support. Parliament pronounced "the trade highly
advantageous to the kingdom and its colonies." Queen Anne
instructed the Governor of New York and New Jersey "to
give due encouragement to the Royal .African Company." The
merchants and manufacturers clamored for the extension and
protection of the African slave traffic ; and when the charter
of the Koyal African Comp;my expired in 1749, the ports of
Africa, for thirty degrees, from Cape lilanco to Loango St.

Paul's, were thrown open to the free competition of British

commerce. Under this coloni.il and commercial policy of
tngland, the traffic in the bodies of men, between the coasts
of Africa and the Spanish, French and British colonies in the
western world.expanderi into gigantic proportions, and slavery
spread and increased with such fearful rapidity, that the Amer-
ican colonies were startled and appalled; and "laws designed
to restrict importations of slaves," says Bancroft, "are scat-

tered along the records of colonial legislation." To chetk
their importation, Virginia imposed a tax; but "the African
Company obtained the repeal of the law." " The British

Government." says Madison, "constantly_ checked theat-
tempts of Virginia to put a stop to this inefrnal traMc"
Oglethorpe, thefounderof Georgia, forbade slavery; but"the
merchants got the Government to sanction slavery there."
Even South Carolina, for attempting to restrict the slave traffic,

received the rebuke of the British Government, which steadily

and relentlessly resisted a'l colonial action tending to check
the inhuman traffic in the souls and bodies of men. Up to the
hour of national independence, the Government of Kngland
sternly rejected all colonial restrictions upon slavery and the
slave trade, and persisted in the policy of forcing that trade
upon all her colonies, which were "not allowed," in the words
of tlie Earl of Dartmouth, 177.5. "to check or discourage, in
any degree, a traffic so beneficial to the nation." British ava-
rice planted slavery in America; British legislation nurtured
and sustained it; and British statesmen sanctioned and
guarded it.

In spite, however, of the avarice of the men who guided the
commercial and colonial policy of England, spite of the potent
influences of the statesmen who swayed the councils of the
Throne, the slave trade and slavery found sturdy opponents
in England and America. In the middle of the eighteenth
century, years before Granville Sharpe brought James Somer-
set before the King's Bench—twenty years before Lord Mans-

field jironounced that immortal opinion, which reversed the
joint opinion of Vol k and Talbot that " a slave coming ii.to

(.real Uritain doth not become free." and made it forever
iiiniossible for slaves to lireathe the air of Enghinil—.lolin
W iioliiian traversed .Vmerica, proclaiinint' to ( hristian men
that "the practice of continuing men in slavery was not right;"
th.at "liljerty was the natur.il ri^lit of all men equally." 'I his
early Jiiiostie of emanciiiatioii loimd many sla\e masters on
the banks of the Hudson, the Hel.iware ,-ind the Potomac,
who encouraged the eiiiaiuiiiatioii of the liondmen, "because
they had no contract h)i- their lilior, and liberty was their
right." iJuiiii.g the years of agitation and discussion, from the
treaty of I'.iris in 17h2 to the openiiii; dawn of the devolution
at Lexington—years, during which the rights of the colonies
and the rights of man were discussed with masterly jiower by
the most gifted minds of America, the popul.ir leaders in New
Kngland, the middle colonies and \'irgiiiia. did not fail to see
and to acknowledge the wrongfulness of slavery, and to de-
nounce the slave traffic and the slavery-extending policy of the
British Government. The records of those d.iys of trial and
of glory will liear to all coming time the aiiiplest evidence
tliat the men who inaugurate<l tlie llevolulion. carried .Ameri-
ca h-oi;i colonial depeiiilence to national indepemlence, were
not only hostile to the slave trade, but to the perpetual exist-
ence of slavery itself.

When the first Congress assembled, in 1774. the humanity
of the colonies, long repressed and baffied by the iiower of
England, found utterance. Tliat assembbige of illustrious
men declared that "(iod never inteniled ;i part of the human
race to hold property in, and unbounded iiowerover, others;"
that they " would not imi«irt slaves, or buy sl.-ives imimrted by
others." These illustrious statesmen framed the articles of
association which united the colonies in one federative Union.
By the second article of that bond of union, the slave trade
was iirohibited ; and that prohiliilion of the inhuman traffic

in man was sustained bv the men of the North and the men
of the South, and by the colonies of the North and of the
South. Thus did the sbive trade, which Jefferson afterward,
in the original draft of the Declaration, branded as an " exe-
crable commerce," a " piratical warfare." receive the con-
demnation of the men who accepted the bloody issues of civil

war in defence of their iieriled liberties.

When the Declaration of Independence was proclaimed,
nearly half a million of men were held in bondage in Amei'ica.
Influenced by the rising spirit of libert.y, by the aw;ikened
sense of the natural rights of man, which had found utterance
in the charter of independence, the Northern ttates early
adopted measures tending to emancipation. Nor were efforts
for the emancipation of the bondmen confined to the North-
ern States. Jefferson and Wythe, commissioned to revise the
laws of Virginia, after tlie peace of 1783, prepared a plan of
gradual emancipation; but timid counsels prevailed, an<l the
Gld iJoniiiiiou failed to take her place in the list of free com-
monwealths. Timidity, the sordid spirit of gain, the lust and
pride of the privileged class—not the humane sentiments of
Washington and Henry, Jefferson and Wythe, Mason and
llandolpli - controlled the policy of thiit gi ""at State. But Mr.
Jefferson, in a letter to Dr. Price, of England, in 1785, thus
spoke of the cause of emancipation in Virginia :

"This is the next State to which we may turn our eyes for
the interesting spectacle of jii.iiice in conjiici vit/i avarice
mid oppres^inn—a conflict \vherein the sacred side is daily
gaining recruits, from the influx into office of young men
grown up and growing up. These have sucked in the princi-

ples of hberty, as it were, with their mothers' milk ; and it is

to them I look with anxiety to turn the fate of the question."

Wlien the Convention .assembled in May, 1787, to frame the
Constitution of the United States, Massachusetts was a free
commonwealth. The foot of the slave no longer pressed the
rock of Plymouth, nor the hallowed sods of Lexington, Con-
cord or Bunker Hill. Other Northern States had taken meas-
ures for ultimate emancipation ; but slavery, in its modified
form, still lingered in the North. In the whole country, nearly
six hundred thousand human beings were held in servitude

;

but these bondmen were only estimated at the average value
of eighty dollars each ; and B;ibridge Gerry estimated the
whole value of the slaves at that time, south of the Potomac,
at $10,000,000. Slavery existed in each of the States by the
mere force of the laws, usages and regulations of the people
of each State where it was recognized as a mere local institu-

tion.
In that assemblage of illustrious statesmen, met to framea

Constitution for a free people, were men whose wisdom in

council and valor in the field had carried the country through
the fire of a revolutionary war. The baptism of freedom was
on their brows, and its spirit burned in their bosoms. Over
that assemblage of statesmen presided the peerless Washing-
ton, who "wished as much as any man living to see slavery
abolished by legislative authority," and to "accomplish it by
the only proper and effective mode," his "suffrage should
never be wanting." Franklin regarded slavery as an "atro-
cious debasement of human nature," and he was prepared to
" step to the verge of vested power to discourage every spe-

cies of traffic in the bodies of our fellow men." Madison,
whose name is forever associated with the Constitution of the
United States, pronounced slavery "a dreadful calamit.v,"

and he " thought it wrong to admit in the Constitution the idea
that there could be property in man." Gouverneur Morris,
whose hand was to give the finishing form to the work of the
Convention, denounced slavery as "a nefarious institution."

Luther Martin believed that "God was Lord of all. viewing
with equal eye the poor African slave and his American mas-
ter;" and he would "authorize the General Government to

make such regulations as should be most advantageous for the
gradual abolition of slavery and the emancipation of the
slaves which were already in the States." Elbridge Gerry
" would leave slavery to be dealt with by the States, but he
would give no sanction to it." Oliver Ellsworth believed
"slavery would soon be only aspeck in the country." George
Mason declared that slavery produced "the most pernicious

effects on manners ;" that " every master ol slaves is bora a



petty tKant;" that "it brought the curse of Heaven on a
country." Koger Sherman " would not tax slaves, because 't

would imiily that they were property." Rufus King would by
law enact that "slavery shall be forever proliiliited" in the
western Territories." Ale.xander Hamilton, James Wilson,
Knbert Morris, and other statesmen, whose names are imper-
ishahly associtited with the constitutional history of the Ke-
public, have left in the records of the country their senti-

ments of hostility to slavery. The framers of the Constitu-
tion, like the members of the first Congress, wlin branded the
slave trade; the memliers of the Congress of 1770, who de-
clared that "all men are created equal;" and the members
of the Congress of 1787, who stan)ped the.wortis "slavery shall

be and is forever prohibited" on every foot of tlie territory
northwest of the Ohio, were hostile to the traffic in inen, to

the extension of slavery, and to its perpetuity in America.
liut there came into that Convention the i-epresentatives

of a small but powerful class, wliicli clung, in Scmtli (^'arolina

and (jeiu-gia, wilh relentless tenacity to the liritisli slave-tra-

ding and slave-extending and slave-perpetuating policy. In
"complaisance to this class in South Cai-nlina and (iemgia."
tlie signers of the Declaration of Independence had erased
from the original draft of Jefferson the arraignment of the
liritish monarch for " waging cruel war against human nature
itself," "violating its most sacred rights of life and lilierty m
the persms of a distant people, who never offended him. cari-

tivating and carrying them into slavery in another hemi-
sphere." Tills class had broken the s cond article of tiie as-

Bociation of union, wliich prohibited the importation and the
tratlic in slaves; and in that time of trial anil of anxiety,
when the men wlio had met undismayed thejiowerof I'jig-

land on the perilous ridges of battle. treml)led tni- the future

of their country, the representatives of this slavthohlinu' class

of the extreme soutli came into tliatcouncil of patrinticstates-
nieu, ready to peril the unity of the Kepulilic. unlessthi\v could
wring from tlie Convention the power to continue t!ie inhuman,
loathsome, and polluted trathc in tlie muscles .and hones of
men—a traffic which .lelferson branded as an " execrable com-
merce," and Madison pronounced "infernal." To .silence tlie

clamorous demands of the Kutledges and I'inckneys, the Sut-
lers and lialdwiiis—the representatives of this class the Co[i-

vention made a compromise, by which they pennitted the
slave trade to continue for twenty years longer, unchecked by
national legislation, three-fifths of the slaves to be represented
in the House, and a provision to be incnrporated into the
Constitution for the rendition of persons owing service or
labor in one State escaiiing into another. These concessions
were wrung from the (Jonvention, not by the power of the
slaveholding class, but by its w'eakness, rather—liy the fatal

confidence of the statesmen of that day, that .slavery would
soon pass away under the influence of the ideas they had pro-
claimed and the institutions they had founded. The slave
representation and the clause concerning fugitivns from 1 ilior

were then regarded as questions of little practical importance,
wliile the authoritywholly to extinguish the slave trathc after
180f, and the inhibition of slavery bv the oiilinance of 1787 in

the Northwest, were deemed fatal to the expansion and de-
velopment of slavery and its malign influences.

'I'he organization of the Federal (ioverninent. under the Con-
stitution, demonstrated the impotency of the slave perpetuists
and the ant.i shivery sentiment of the people. Wasliington
was unaniuKmsly borne into the Presidency, and he had
avowed it to be "among W]a firiit iri.y/ie!< to see some plan
adopted by which slavery in this country may be abolished liy

law." Adams was made Vice-I'i'esident. .-ind lie hehl that
"consenting to slavery is a sacrilei:ious lireacli of trust." Jef-

ferson was made J^ecietary of State, and he had declared that
"the abolition of domestic slavery was the greatest object of
desire :" t lat " the whole commerce between lyaster and slave
is a peri)etual exercise of the most boisterous passions the
most unremitting despotisai on the one part, and degrading
submission on the other"—that " the statesmni should he
luailed with execration who. permitting one-half the citizens
to trample on the rights of the other, transforms tlios • into
despots, and these into enemies, destroys the morals of the
one part, and the iimor i>ittri(e of the otlier ; that he " trem-
bliil for his country when he reflected that God was just; that
his justice cannot sleep forever;" that "the Almighty has no
attriliute which can take side with us in such a contest."
Hamilton was placed at the head of the Treasury, and he was
a member of an anti slavery society in New Vork, where he
united in a petition for the emancipation of those who, "free
by the laws of (iod, are held in slavery hy the laws of the
tbite." Jay was made Chief Justice of the .upreme Court,
and he believed slavery to be an " iniquity"—" a sin of crim-
son dye," and that "our prayers to Heaven would be impiuus
until we abolished it." And from the presidency of an aboli-

tion society, this pure .and stainless character was summoned
by Washingtiin to preside over that highest judicial trilauial,
(louverneur Morris believed that "slavery brouglit the curse
of Heaven upon a country," and Washington sent him to
represent his government at the Court of France. Madison,
<ierry. l.angdon. King, l-.llsworth, Sherman. Itobert Morris,
and other renowned statesmen, whose anti-slavery sentiments
were recorded in the history of the country, held seats in the
Senate :ind House ol Uepresentatives. Thos" p^itrintir states-

men, into whose keeping the American pennle intnisled the
new formed HoVHrnment, were committed— h. liy commit'e 1—
ag:iinst the slave traffic, the extension of slavery, and for the
uitimate eiii.ancip ition of slavery in all .America.
The forenmst men of that ila.v, not in the national councils,

were equiilly committed against the slave system. They saw
wliat Washington s iw and expressed. " t'le dimf^il eft'erU of
sliineri/." I'atrick Henry declared that "it wcudd rejoice his
C:'ri/ xridl, that every one of his fellow-lieings was emancipat-
ed ;" that he "believed the time would come to .-tbolish this
lamentable evil:" that he "would transmit to their descend-
ant's, to-:ether wilh their slaves, a pity for their unhappy lot,

and an abhorrence of slavery." James Iredell, soon to be
Fumra 'Ueil hy \\'ashington to the bench of the Suiire iie Court,
in tie Convention of North Carolina, avowed that, "when thn
eutire abolition of slavery takes place, it will be an event

which must be pleasing to every generous mind, and every
friend of human nature." The great Maryland lawyer, I.uther
Martin, declared "slavery is inconsistent with the genius of
repulilicanism, and h;is a tendency to destroy those principleg
on wiiich it is supported, as it lexxfiix i/ie nmxe of the equal
rifffit-i it/iiKDi/.in/J, (incl hahiiKttten ua to turanny <in(l op-
pren-iion. \<\\\\:im I'inckney also declared- that "notliing is

more clear, than that the effect of nhireru is to destroy that
rkvf,ri:ni'I': fmI! I niKinv which is tuk vit.^i. pkisciplk of a kk-
piiBLic:" tliat "the dreary system of partial bondage is iniqui-
tous and most .li-hoiiMrahle to .Maryland; that. " hy the eier-
n<il priiiri/i/ts i-/)iiititni/ jiifit/'re. no mtixter litis n riglit to
Imhl Ills .s/itre in hondiige d single hour." And this great
jurist uttered these iirophetic words, whicli we see fultilled in
this age: " If slavery continues fifty years longer, its effects
ici/l he seen in tlie decny of tlie spirit of liberty in tlie free
Stittes:'
The enduring records of the Hepublic will carry down to

after aees the sentiments of hostility to human bondage,
uttereil by the men who, in defense of periled li'ierty. defied
the power ot the HritisliKm|iire. and gave independence to the
.North American liepnhlic. Tlie history of that age is radiant
with the glowing tlioiights and Inirning words a'-'ainst Ahican
slavery, which liritish avarice planted on the virgin soil of the
western world. Under their iiis|iirlng words, emancipation
societies sprang into being in tlie South and in the North, and
the noblest names that i^race the pages of our history were en-
rolled upon the records of these societies, k national anti-
slavery society was organized, and the highest hopes of the
patriot, the philanthropist, and the Christian, seemed in pro-
cess of realization. Colored freemen, iiianv of whom had
lieiiled their lives on tlie stricken fields of the l.'evohition.

were allowed the li.'hts of citizenship in some of tlie States.
In Miiryhind and .North Carolina they possessed this right, and
young Tennessee, in 171iB. came into the Union with a Consti-
tution which permitted free colored men to exercise that high
right of citizenship. In New Vork..Chancellor Koliert I!. Liv-
ingston, one of the foremost men of his a-re in America,
reported a'-'niiisf a bill referred to hi:ii for the L-radird abolition
of slaverv. liecause it did not trive to the iMn,iiieip:ited hond-
iiien the full riglits of citizenship and the ligiit ot siiniage ; for
they "could not." he said, "be deprived of these essential
rights without shocking the jirinciples of equal lilieity. and
laying the foundati n of an aristocracy of the most d.ingerous
and malignant kind, rendering power permanent and heredi-
tary in tlie hands of tiiose persons who declare their origin
tliioUL'h white ancestors only." Such were the lilieral senti-
ments of a statesm,-in of exalted character and larue and varied
expel iences, who acted .as a memher of the committee to draft
tlie Declaration of Iiide|)endence. and as Secret,iry of Foreign
Affairs under the Confederation : who administered the oath
of office to the first I'resident, and negotiated the treaty for
the acquisition ot Louisiana.
That slave power now compels public men, nurtured and

reareil amidst the influences of free institutions, to hasten
with al.-icrity to disavow past sentiments and opinions, to accept
the dogmas of the slave propaganda, and to join in hunting
down old comrades. 'J'liat power has established in the slave
States a relentless despotism over the freedom of speech -and
of the press, and of correspondence through the mails. That
power will not permit American citizens to entertain, utter,

print, or circuhite. sentiments jind opinions concerningslavery
which were avowed by .lefferson. Henry, .Mason and the great
UK'H of \ iii-'ini.i of the lievohitionary era, or even by McDow-
ell. Summers, and Kandolph. in the Convention of ]s;ii. The
.•\merican citizen, living under a Constitution which guaran-
tees free speech, holds that riglit subject to arbitrary laws or
to the lawless acts of lirutal mobs. George Fitzhugh. one of
the apostles of slavery, theauthor of a work on " TiiK F.^ii.ure

OF Vrv.v. .'^0CI^;TV," in which he avows the doctrine that ' slav-
ery, Bi,.\CK OR wuiTF, is right and necessary, iiov.- declares,
with regard to the "right of private judgment, h-eedom of
speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of rellL'ion." that
"the South takes care to trammel these sterner ri'-'hts (so

called) quite as efflcientl.v, by an austere jniblic opinion, as
Louis Napoleon does by law, or by mere volition;" th.-it "we
propose to deter men from applying the axe to the root of our
southern institutions (that is, by discussions or recurring to
'fundamental principles'), first liv moral suasion or n;onition,

next by tar and feathers, anil, that failing, by the halter."

Sir, what a, humiliating spect cle does the liepnhlic now pre-

sent to the gaze of mankind ! I speak not of the millions of

beings sunk from the lofty level of a common himianity down
to the abject submission of unreasoning beasts of burden, nor
of the laws that shrivel the mind and debase the soul of the
bondman; but I speak of the deeds of lawlessness and inlm-
manitv against free American citizens — deeds v.hieh shock
every manly bosom. The mails daily hring us intelhgence of
the lawles-i deeds of brutal mobs, of tl;e indignities periie'r.ated

upon freemen guilty of no crime, unless it be .a ia-l i.e. In isi;n,

to cling to the opinions of the fathers of the Hepolilic. The
Post-Office Department, the Postmaster-fieneral tells us. "per-
vades every channel of commerce, and every theatre of hu-
man enterprise: and while visiting, as it does kindly. ever.y

fireside, mingles with the throbbings of almost every he.art iu

the land. In the amplitude of its beneficence, it minisiers to

all climes and creeds and pursuits, with the sam- eae-r readi-

ness and with equal fullness of fidelity." This Post-'Mhce De-
p.irtment. in nearly half the States, is .atthe mercv of the stu-

pirlity or prejudice of jiost asters, maddened by slavery fiina-

ticism, and the correspondence of the peo|ile and the pii lie

journals may be examined, seized and liestroyed by these
censors of despotism ; ;iiid this may be. and is done under the
open sanction of the Administration. Families are liaidshed
from their hearths and homes. Free colored men are f u-ced

to lire.ik the holy ties of kindred, seek homes an oiis stran-

gers, or he doomed to perpetual sl.iver . bv laws which " pro-

pose." in the words of Judge Catmn. of the Suiu-eae Court,
"to conunit an onti'tirje—to perpet vile no oii/r\K.'/o-i tiiid

rrnelti/." Surely there is no country in Christendom— no. not
one -where the freemen of the Cnited States are exi.osed to

such insults, such indignities, such lawless opiiressions, jls in



the slavelioliling States of this Democratic Republic. The
President culls ouruttentiori to tlie outrases perpetrated upon
Aniei'icaa citize s in Mexico. There is, sir, more security for
tlie citizens of Alassachuselts, for The eiphteen million people
of tlie North, in revolutionary Mexico, rent and torn liy civil
war, than in the slaveholding States. More insults, indignities
and outrages have been heaped upon freemen in the slave
states, ilurii g the past one hundred days, than have been per-
petrated upon .Vinerican citizens in Mexico during all the
cliiuiges, and revolutions, and civil strifes which have marked
the forty 'ears of her independent existence.

Mr. I'lesident, the statesmen of the l^outh, in this chamber
and in the other wing of the caintol, franklv admit Iha a rev-
olution concerning slavery has been wroutrbt in the public
sentiment of t .e slaveludding .--t.ites. This admitted revolu
tion in the sentiinen s of the peo|ile iif the' .-^(lUth haswrou^'ht
the chauire in tlie poliev of the shive ,--tates and . if the lia-

tioiiid (.overnment now so nuniista!c:i!'ly manifest. How did
tiie sl.ivehidding class—a mere handful of men in this nation
of twenty-six milliim freeuien—wurk this change in the policy
of tlie nation—a change which the sense of justice, the love
of liherty, the hunimie and Christian sentiments of the age
condemn:-' I low did this small, ami. so f;ir as numbers are
concerned, in-iii-niticant class of slaveholders achieve over
tlie councils of Keimhlic^ui America an influence so potential ?

riiis slaveholding class, w icli shapes and fashions at its

jilea^ure the policy of the General Government, was ironie
Into i.uwer liy the Democratic party: and if is this day upheld
in piiw er liy the Democratic party. Acqniriii;.' tlie a-ceiKh iiey
iu the iJemocratic party, this privileged cl. ss hxs imposed it's

hMtefa: dogmas upon that party, couipelling it to cany itsfiag,
to li^ht its li.ittles, and to bear the crushing burden of its

crimes against the rights cf human nature. Democrats of the
free ftutes, men born under the inspiring influences of free
iustitutions. taught in free schools, i .structed in free church' s,

have, during the last fifteen years, borne the banners of
slavery extension, and often inglorionsly fallen under the con-
suming wrath of a betrayed and indignant people. The de-
mocracy of the North is as nmcli the instrument of the t^lave
I'ower for extending, uiiholding and perpetuating human
slavery in America, as is the army of the Kmiieror of Austria
in maint lining his despotic rule in Hungary and \ enetia.

Sir. when the army retunied from Mexieo. brin'-'ing with it

the title-deeds to half a millimi .square miles of free soil, the
people of the free States d. -sired it to be consecrated forever
to freedom and free instit'itions. The Democracy of the
North, obedient to the iiopular will, gave their support to the
liolicy of slave prohibition ; but the Slave Tower imperiously
deLiianded the abandonment of the principle of slave inliihi-
tie'U, and Democracy obeyed the peremptory mandate, aban-
doned the ,Ietrerson proviso, and organized Ufa ; and New
Jlexico without any guaranties f..r freedom. The Slave Pow-
er, in the lii'Ur of its tiiuioph in its terrifoii.il poliev. required
anew fngifive sla\e law; and the nfitiiein liemociacv con-
Eeiited to the enactment of a law which violated every legal
guaranty of freemen, shocked the sense of justice and p t in
jeopardy the liberties of freemen, of which the legal rights of
the |)oorest and hum'olest outweigh the interests of every
slavehulder ill .-imerica. In 1S.J4, the slave propagandists
de.iiainle.l the reiMal of the prohibition of slavery in Kansas
and Nefir.iska; and the Democracy, in comiil.aisatice to the
Ebive power, repealed that prolihation. Fi\e fhousanii rmed
men of .Mi.ssomi marched into Kansas, seized the ballot boxes,
elected a Territorial Legislature, planted slavery, enacted in-
liuman and unehristia i laws for its suppnit. The slave power
demanded the enfoivement of those ailiitra y enactments by
the General (iovenmient. and i'resident Tierce upheld them
witii thetiayonets of the ariiiv. and in this he was siiiiporfed
by tiie Democracy of the North. The slave oower demanded
that Governor W alker and Secretary St.anton should be re-
moved for exposing the pro slavery frauds of the October
election of 1.S57; and Tresident liuchanan forced Walker to
resign, and removed Stanton, who would not bend : and the
Democracy of the North upheld the action of the Tresident
To crown the loiiu' series of outrages uiion fh^ peo)i|e of

Kansas, the slave power demanded that Con:.'ress should force
tiie becomiiton Constitution, theprodiictof fraud and violence,
upon an unwiUin;.' and prot.-stini; people; and the Democracy
o; the Noifh. with a few exceptions, responded to that infa-
mous demand. The slave power requires the abandonment
of the doctrine, that the people of a Territory can legislate
against slavery, and the acceptance of the dogma that the
Constitution protects slavery as property in the Terrifories;
and file leaders of the Democracy of the North in this cham-
ber, with two or three exceptions, accejit this new creed,
v.-hich makes every foot of the Territories of the Republic
slave Soil. The acknowledged chiefs of the slave power are
demamiinr a national slave code for the Territories; and
already the aspiring leaders of the Democracy of the North
are hastening to give assurances that they are prepared to
acquiesce in that extr.aordinary demand. The chi.-fs of the
slave propairanda are turning their lustful eyes fo <.'ul'a. Cen-
tral .\merica. and Mexico, for territory in which to plant
slavery; for they hold, tint in whatever territory acquired, or
to he acquired, the Hag of the Union waves, slavery for the
African, and not freedom for all men. is inscribed on its folds.
The Senator from Mississippi [.Mr, Hrown], one of the ac-
knowledged leaders of the slaveholding class, declares to his
cunstituents, with the frankness that marks his character:

' Iicrnit (\t,ha ; I want Tamaulipas, Potosi, and one or two
otiier Mexican States; and [wanttliem nil for the .^iimerea-
non—fiii- the phintinc/ inul •.prendhia o/xlrnei'tj. And a
footing iu Central .\merica will powerfully aid us iu acquiring
those other States. Ves; / ^Cinii these i-oiintriefi tor the
Kpreii'l of "lin-enj. I would spread the ble.^simrs of slavery,
lilc,' A'o- rrli'j/oii of our Hiriiie .U,i.^t,-r. to the uttermost
e ids of the earth ; and. rebellious and wicked as the Yankees
have been, I would even ea-tend it io tliem."

These dreams of empires in which to plant slavery fdl the
minds of the leaders of the slave propaganda : and the Presi-
dent, iu uskiuB authority to march the army iuto Mexico, and

tlie Senator from Louisiana nVfr. Slidell], in pressing his
Cuba scheme, are acting in response to these ideas of conquest
and acquisition. Up to thishour, the slave propagandists have
never made a requisition upon the Northern Democrats which
has not been complied with, although many of them have seal-
ed their ready servility with political martyrdom.

Sir, to arrest the aggressive policy of the slave propaganda,
which is perverting the Constitution, subverting the institu-
tions, disturbing the repose of the countiy, emUingering the
stability of the Union, and bringing reiiroach uiion the Ame-
rican name: and to restore the (lovernmeiit fo the liolicy of
its illustricnis founder.*, an organization has lieen formed which
calls itself the Hepuldican |iarty. This party, which embraces
inits organizafioii a million and a half of intelligent and patri-
otic freemen, proclaims no new doctrine; it proposes no new
experiments. Upon the great and overshadowing question of
slavery in .America, the Kepublieaii jiartv accepts the doctrines
of the lievolutionary fathers, of flu.' North ami of the South,
The Kepublican party sees, as Washington saw, "(lie direful
elf'rt^ ofxiuceri/ ,'" it believes, with Henry, that " dttvery is
II litineiilii'-le i-r/l;" with Luther Martin, that " shivery is
iiicoHsistriit icit/i tlie geiiiu.sofJ^ejiiibliciiniKin;" with Mad-
)siin,tliat ".-iliirer!/ i.<!ii ilre:iilfiilciilinnitu ," that "imbecility
i.i ever uttendniit ii/xm it eoniiii-j/ tilled irit/i uliiren; " with
iMonroe, that "sliiren/ hits preijed upon the very vitalu qf
the Union, and Iihk heen priji/diriol to nil the iSi-<iie-i tn
iihivli it liiiK ej:isted.'^ Concurring in these oiiinions of tliesa
illnstiions patriots and statesmen of the South, the Keiiublican
party I'ropo-es to jneserve the vast territorial posse.ssions of
the llepublic from "the direful elfects" of this "dreadful ca-
lamity" which "has iireyed upon the vitals of the Union,''. by
applying to. and engraving upon, those Territorial possessions
these words, " .iliirery uliiill he and is forkvkr prohibited ;"

words which came from the iien of .letferson, were embodied
in the ordinance of I7f(7, and stamped on every foot of the vir-
gin sods of the Northwest."

lielieving freedom to be national, and slavery to be local
and sectional, "a mere municipal regulation," in the words of
tlie Supreme Court, "founded upon and limited to the verge
of the State law," for which the people of each State that tole-
rates it are alone resiionsihle, the Keiml lican party joins issue
with the sectionalized Democracy, which, under the lead of
men whose vital and nniniating principle is the propagatioij
of slavery, accepts the monstrous dogma that slavery by virtua
of t!ie Constitution, exists in all the Territories. Accepting
this doctrine, the Democracy repealed the iirohibition of slave-
ry in Kansas and Nebraska, and resists all i ongres-ional action.
Accepting this doctrine, the Denun-racy in those Territories
resists Territoiial acts to prohibit slavery, and (iovernment
ollicials veto their enactments. Accepting this doctrine, the
Democratic Legislature of New Mexico, under the lead of lle-

mocratic Goveiimient ollicials. prompted by Mr. OrnRO, the
Deiiioeratie i leleir.ite, " at the solicitation of General U. Davis,
of .\iississi|ipi," have enaet^il a bi utal and bloody slave code.
Already the liemocratic chiefsof the slave power are demand-
ing the enactment of a slave code by Congress, and tiie lead-
ers of the Democracy are hastening to give them assurances
that "if," in the words of the Vice-President, "this constitu-
tional right to hold slaves as property in the Territories cannot
be enforced for want of proper legislation to enforce it, sufli-

cieiit legislation must be passed, or our Government is a fail-

ure."
Rejecting the dogmas accepted by the Democracy, and hold-

ing, with the Republican fathers, that slavery cannot exist in
the Territories exceiit by positive law, and that Congi'ess and
the I'eople of the Territories may exclude it, the Kepublican
party takes issue with the national Democracy, and appeals to
the intelligent iiatriotism of the country. It appeals, not to
the local and temporary interests of sections, but to the last-

inij interests of the whole country; not to the passions and
pnVle of classes, hut to the sober judgment, the sense of jus-
tice, the love of liberty, and the humane and Christian senti-
ments of all classes.

."r-ir, in the proiiress of the contests of the ijast six years be-
tween the interests of slave labor and the rights of free labor
ill the infant empires we are creating in the West, the power
of the northe'iii Democracy has been broken, and its leaders
have inglorionsly f.dlen. Falling in the great battle of "justice
IX cuNfiJC 1," in the words of ,Mr. Jefferson.'" with avarice and
nppuKSSiox," the once powerful chiefs of the northern Democ-
r.acy are forced to submit to the bitter mortification of real-
izing not only their lost power, but their loss of influence in
the councils of the party they have so faithfully followed. I'he
organization of the committees in this chamber cannot but
remind the Northern Democratic Senators who yet lineerhere
of their waning power over the legislation of ttie country, over
their political associates, and their duty to follow rather than
to lead. Io receive orders rather than to give them. Now, the
leaders of the Democratic party, the men who dictate its prin-
ciples and shape its polic.v are in the South. Well might Mr.
Keitt boastingly say, as he did, on a recent occasion, to the
people of South Carolina, "issues have been made which have
tried the Democratic pal ty ;" "its northern hosts have melted
away;" "as the Northern wing declined, the Southern wing
streugthened;" "the slavery agitation has weakened the party
at the North and strengthened it at the South ;" "the whole
machinery of the party has fallen iuto the hands of the South,"
and "the South has the general control of the Democratic
party."
Having, Mr. President, forced the Northern Democrats, by

threats of iioIiticaJ iiroscription, to repudiate the principle of
slavery restriction in the Territories; having forced Mr. Cal-
houn's dir.;ma upon the Democratic organization; having
won the "general control," and secured the "whole machine-
r.v," of the Democratic party; these Southern leaders of the
slave Democracy, now mastersof the Government, are pleased
to assume that the policy of the Republican party, sanctioned
as it has been by the great statesmen of the past, of the North
and South, is a policy of aggression upon the South; and that
its success in IstxUvill be cause for the dissolution of the Union
and the overthrow of the Republic. The chiefs of the Slave
Propaganda, the accepted leaders of the Democratic party.



in the public press, in the forum of the people, in the Strite
Legislatures, and in these chambers, are predicting (iisunion,
arifuins disunion, and threateninp: disunion. Exery lirpeze
from the South is l)urdened witli these disunion predictions,
arguments and threats. In these chambt-rs cmi- ears are fa-
tigued with listening to these dishiyal, unpatriotic, revolu-
tionary, but, tliank (jod. impotent avowals. 'I'iKitsoine ol'the
actors in this bkdah fAHCK now being played liefore the na-
tion are in earnest, that they would slnvi-r the Union "from
turret to tound.ition stone," no one who iias watched their
turbulent career can for a moment doubt; liut tlie vigor of
their blow is not equal to the vcheuiHuct; of tlieir desire
These actors have before shown that tliev .ire quitp prudent
enough to " let Idm e not wait upon I (coiilil." Tliis nrsu.")-
lOJJ FARCE, which the leaders of the slave-extending, slave-
Ijerpetuatmg iJeraocracy have put upun the nationai stage,
aiKl thiough the parts of which so many actms are uiovi'n"
with such tragic strut, is intended to startlt- and aiipall the
timid. Hiak-H the servility of the servile still mnr..- abjfct, rouse
the seltisli instincts of that nerveless Conservatism whicli lias
ever opposed every useful reform, and wailed over every
rotten nstitution as it fell; and thus, through the cowardly
fears and seltishness of the optimists and (piietists, retaui their
Crasp on power, .^ir, we sh:dl see wh-ther this ilisloyal con-
spiracy will aliii-m the eighteen millidii nniiheiii freemen-
Whetl-er the actois in tliis disunion larce will |il;ry a winnin''
game, or wliether the insulted patiiotisin „f the country";
North and isoutli, wdl not rebuke this exhibition of m.idiiess
and folly, and disnuss these actors from the service of that
Unujn they uneaten to suln-ert and destroy.

But this is not, sir, the first time tliis farce of disunion has
been played. When the liepublican parlv sjirungiido liein"
in l^ti, 10 arrest the aggressions of sLivery, to redress the
wrongs of the people of Kansas, tlie leading" presses and iinli-
ticiaiis of the Democracy in the tuuth then "predicted ar-ued
and threatened, the dissnintion of the Ihiien if Freminit
shoilld be elected. The success of this disunion play in \Kv\
as well as then- own "> awning need" in l«n(). may have prompt'
ed the Dem..ei-ati(; nian;i_'ers to put tlio old farce upon the
stage, HI the imposmg Inini now witnessed
Now, Mr. P esident, I intend to place before the Senate,

and, as far as I can, before the patiiotic. libertv-lovmg and
Union-loviug men of the free States, the predictions of (iisim-
ion, the arguments for disunion, and the men.aces of disunion
made by some of tlie presses and some of the men in the in'
terests ot slavery- presses that are the exiionents ,)f and men
Who are the acknowledged leaders of. thesectionalized slave
extending Democracy. I want the penpleorAri-'<-.elui-etts-ni.l
of the country to see tlnd, the political sece--! ir-t- ue'l cl->
unionists are the trusted exponents ami the .n , |.|. d I, i.l.is
of the Naticuial Democracy. I want tlie ;il,|. ,,.,| , m--h-i
tives of tlie North, who hasten into Union Siiviijg loeetin-s to
see and to realize that the men who are i,,.w I'lurtiu" fr'-ir
disunion sentmients into the unwilling- ,.,ir ot a loval neon'f-
are.the leaders of th.-d p.M'ty which they by their .shrinkhii
tmiidity are uphohhiig m power. I want the deluded masses
01 the iioithe-ni Democracy to see the hypocrisy, the arrant
cowardice, of their leaders at home, who are fdiguing theweary ear of the country with their worn-out prolessions of
love and devotion to the Union, while they dare not rebuke
the disloyal avowals and menaces of the leaders they follow
With craven soul and fettered lip.
When, Mr, I'resident, the l!e|,iililiean p;irtv. siimmonedintobemg and into action m Is.V; by the aggi>-..<ions of slavery, l.y

the crimes against the people of Kansas, ai.peale^l, in t..nes as
earnest asever is,ue I IVom hum in lips, to the .\iiiencan peo.
pie, to their sense of justice, their love ol liherty tl[.-ir emo.
tions of humanity, and their sentiments of patrh'tism to all
that is highest, nol)lest, holiest, in human nature to rescue the
Government, arrest slavery-extension, redress the wrongs of
the people, and give repose to the country, by restoring theGovernment to the policy of Wasliington and .lefferson De-
mocratic presses and Democratic leaders, whose vital and
animating iirinciple is the propagation and expanshm of hu-man slavery on the North American continent raided the
startling war-cry of disunion. Tiir:iil and selli^h cons,rvati<m
which saw, unmoved, liberty cloven down in a distant Terri-
tory, and heard the imploring appeals for iii.iteetion of free-men whose sacked ami burning caliins illumed the miilni -lit
skies, shrank appalled wlien it heard this cry (jf disunion
opened Us long purse, and continued the destinies of the
<=".""!•'*.'" toe keeiung of men who avowed their intention to
ruin if they could not rule it.

Sir. when that uncertain contest was going on. when the
election of Fremont seemed to the leaders of the Democracy
not only possible, but probable, the Senator from Louisiana
[Mr. .^LiDKLL] one of the most skillful leaders ..f the slave
l^eniocracy-the acknowledged friend and champi.m of Mr.
Buchanatj-dechired to the country that "if Fremont should
Reelected, tiie L nion would be dissolved" The bold dash-
ing, and outspoken Senator fi-oni Georgia [Mr Tooimsi de-
clared, with emnhasis, that, "if Fremont was elected" the
Jjiiion would be di.ssolved. and ought to be dissolved " The
Senator from Virginia [Mr. .Masox]. then, as now, at tiie head
of the Committee on foreign .Affairs, who avowed on the floor
of the Senate th.it Vthe South has the ri-ht to the natural
expansion of slaveiT. as an element of (.olitiral power" de-
clared in a public letter that unle.ss the aggression upon the
rights of the South, as he was pleased to designate the resist-
ance of the people of the North against shivery extension
ceased, he was for the "separation of these .s'tate.s," Mr'
Butler, of South Carolina, then a leading member of tlie body'
winch placed him at the head of the iuiportant Committee of
the .ludiciary, said:

" When Fremont is elected, we must rely upon what we have—a good .Mate Government. Every fJovernor of the South
should call the Legislature of his State together, and have
measures of the South decided upon. If (hey die! not. tnul
submit til tki (lenitifiadon, they umild deserve t/iejtite (if
sliir.fK I -s-fwuld advise my Legislature to go at the tap
of the arum.'

Sir, I might quote other declarations of Senators, in which
tliese Ideas .are exiiressed ; but I must pass on. In the House
as the records will bear evidence, tliese sentiments were pro-
fusely uttered by the men who uphold the course of onpres-
sion in lyansas, and dictated the policy of the Democratic
PiUtj' .Mr. Kkitt III a tiery and vehement speech to the peo-
ple ot Dynchburgh. \irginia, exclaimed, in view of theapi.re-
hended election of Fremont:

"I tell you now. that If Fremont is elected, adherence to

f':}l\"'!'J"
?''";;"" '" I'l-ertv. [bond cheers.] I tell you

now, that the s.mthern man who will submit to his election is
a traitor aiul a couard. [Enthusiastic cheers.]

This speech, so contemptuous, so defiant toward the peoi lo
of the North, so emphatic in its avowals of disunion was
promptly indorsed as "sound doctrine" by John 1^. Floyd now
Mr. Kuchanan's Secretary of War-a gentleman of whom tiie
boston I ost. the leading Administration organ of Ne\r

England, 111 18o0saul, "henceforth he must be treated as a
disunimiist. and the most dangerous of them all" In the
autumn of 1«H. .Mr. llrooks. of South Carolina, rec'eive.l from
the people of his dntriet an ovation. Sen tor iUiLKRand the
Seniitor fi'om (ieorgia IMr. Toomrs] attended, and oth.a-
.Srathem Democratic leaders sent ajiplaudlng letters. To the
assembled people of Ins district, iMr. DiaiuKS .said :

•. r "t'^ ^l?-^^
""'' '*'*"^ "!'"" "5 "°^^

;
'"111 '"'«' are we to meet

I ? Itellyou. fellow-citizens, from the bottom of my heart,
that the only mode which 1 think av.-iil.ible lor meeting it in
jnsttiteitrthe Onistil.dimi of the UuHvrl Stutex, trample
It iiH,:, r Jooi.inul Jot III a Soiitlierj, ( uiitederacy. etrru
.•^t.iie irhicii "-ill he II iil,n-eh„l<lii,g Sinte [Loud and
prodngcd cheers.] I believe it, as I .stand in the face of my
.Maker; f believe it on my responsibility to vou as your hon-
ored re|,resent,itive, th.-it the only hojic of the South i.s in the
.yoitii. iiiio lliatjhe only oi'ddahh' ineinis ,.J nuil.ing tlw.t
hope etre.tire i.ttovniOKunder the hoxOs that tie ut to-
(/ether and tid:e our .setjorote position in the family ofim-
tion-';. Ihese are my opinions. They have always been niv
opinions. Jhai;e been a dixunionid fimn the time I could
viink.
" .Now, fellow-citizens, I have told you, very franklv and

undisguisedly. th.d I believe the iinh/ hu,,e nf the S,,,ith in i-l.
dissolving the honds irhich comer't us iriththe (,ov,-rnme!ii— in separatiiiij the liriny body from Ihe ilniil carcass If
I was the comniander of an army. / ,/, rvr inmhl post a

'

fan-
iinelicho aonld nut siceiirihot slof,rii isri'r'd"
"I speak on my in<lividual resi.onsihility : Jf Fremmit be.

elected^ P.-esid, nt ot the United Stoles, I ,nii for thepeojde
III ti, ir iiii'^nsty rising above the loir and lenders, Udnmj
t i, iniir.'r rilii (leir oim hands, guingby concert. Of notby
cioiciri 11, III laying tiie strong arm of Southern freemen,
npoii the Ireasury and archives of tlie Government."
[Applau.se.]

These emphatic avowals of disunion were applauded by the
people who had, by a unanimous vote, sustained his action,
and commissioned him to speak for them in this capitol Well
might the " Charleston .Mercury" declare, as it has, that—

,," 0'"'", ^'"' ''"''''J ofdissolriiig Ih,. Cnion. of sepn riding
tj,'S.„iliTr..mlicrIsorlhirii .n.nuis. and .Stoblishing a
Sunt.,cm < ,inj,de;<tcu iniiti.s. /.r. .-.,, .-:, j,„l,tici,in.i and
pc'ple iiere o unit. J here is „,,i ,i siii,,f- i,iiblic man in
her limits, not one o.t her pres, nf H./iresentitires or Sena-
toys in Congress, ,i;ho U not iiUdgnl to the lijis in rdrhr of
disunion, indeed, we well remember that one of the inoH
prominent leaders of the co-operation party, when taunted
with submission, rebuked the tliought by .saying. ' that in op-
inisiirj sec^ssi,,,, he only t„iik a sf-p backicurd tv Strike a
bum: mure deadly against the Union.' "

Sir, the erratic, aspiring, blustering Wise, wlio " would intro-
duce slavery into the heart of the North," who "would allow
shivery to pour Itself out without restraint, and find no limit
but the Southern Ocean," in the autumn of ISoU told the peo-
pie of Virginia that—

"The South could not, without degradation, submit to the
election of a Dlack Hepublican President, To tell me we
sljoiild suliimt to t!ie election of a lilack Kepublican, under
eircinnstances like tlie,-e. is to tell me tliat Virginia and the
(.iirteen si.ive .states are already subjugated and degradeil.
[cheers:] that the Southern people are without spirit and
without purpose to defend the riglits tliev know ami dare not
maintain. [Cheers.] If you submit to the election of Fre-
mont, you will prove what Seward and liurling.ime s.iid to be
true—that the .--outh cannot he kicked out of the Union."
He avowed his readiness to put the military force of Virgi-

nia upon a war footing : and he gave the v.dorous assurance
to his disuni.m associates tlrit " the cliivalrv" of Virginia
"would hew Its bright w.iy through all o|,|,osing legions"
Kum.usaid. and I I'eliev.' truly, that this Democratic aspii'ant
to the ('residency held eorr.'sijondence with Southern Govern-
ors to concert iie-.-isures prep:ir,itory to disunion ; that he and
his disunion coiniieers organized a plot to seize the arsenal at
Harper's Kerry, to t.-ike iiosscssino of the navy-yard at Nor-
folk, and luaugur te reliellion, revolution and disunion, in the
event of fremont's succe.'<s.

'the W ashington correspondent ofthe "New Orleans Delta,"
a j<iurnal liigh in the confidence of the Pierce admmistration,
wrote:

" It is already arranged, in the event of Fremont's election,
or a f iilure to elect by the people, to call the Legislatures of
\ irgiiii.i. South Caroliii.i. and (ieorgia, to concert mea-uresto
withilraw from tlie Union before Fremont can get possession
ol the army .-uid navy and the purse-strings of Govern-
ment, (rorerno,- Wise is acticehj at work already in tha
matter. The South can rely on the President in the eme,--
gency contemplated. The question now is. whether the peo-
ple of the South will sustain their leaders."

.
Mr. Corry. of Ohio, reports Mr. Banks, of Virginia, as hir-

mg said to him, a few days after the election in ISiU, tha*—



^

"The South would have dissolved the Union, if Fremont
had heeii elected President of the United States; that (jo v-

ernor Wise and the Virshiia leaders were ready to take the
field—march on Washington, depose the Federal officers, take
the Treasury, archives, buildings, grounds, etc.—declare the
Confederation de.tiicto overthrown. He said the thins would
have been easy; there were thirty thousand men ready ; twen-
ty thousand cavalry; sets of accoutrements; that the i)ul)lic

mind was sufficiently excited to overcome all domestic resist-

ance, and that they could whip the North in the fight."

A Union meetinf; was recently held at Knoxville, Tennessee.
At thii meetinpr. .ludge Daily, recently of Georgia, sulimitted
;i series of resolutions as an amen(iment to the resolutions of
the committee, and made an extreme Southern speech in sup-
port of them. In this speech he said that

—

"During the Presidential contest. Gov. Wise had addressed
letters to all the Soutliern (iovernors, and that the one to the
Ooi-ernor ofFlorida hdd been shoicn hiin. in trhich Gov.
Wif:e fidid that he lixtd an army in readiness to prevent
Fremontfrom tiiking his seat if elected, and asking the co-
operation of those to whom he wrote."

Evidence of tliis disloyal, revolutionary and treasonable
course of Henry A. Wise is also fm-nislied by Charles.T. Faulk-
ner, late Representative of the Harper's Ferry district, chair-
man of the Congressional Democratic Committee in IKitj, and
now iMinister to France. At a Democratic meeting recently
held in Virginia, over which Mr. Faulkner presided, he said;

"When that noble and gallant son of Virginia, Henry A.
Wise, declared, as was said he did in Octol)er, Is'jfi, that, if

Fremont sliould be elected. IIK wouLn skizk thk naiion.^l ar-
SKNAi, AT Harpeh's Fekkv. how ftw wiiulil. at that time, have
justified so bohl and decided a measure? It i-'i thefortune
of some (treat and gifted minds to see far in advance of
their /otemporaries. Should William II. Seward lie elected
in 18ii(l. wlii're is the man now in our midst i«/(0 would not call
for t'n> iiii/i.':i<-'ii,i, iifrifa Governorof Virginia wlwivould
silently --in/lir t'laf 1

1 nnoru topass lender tlie controlofmch
an /ij:eciilire huid !"'

This "noble and gallant son of Virginia," who, in 18.>fi,

"saw far in advance of his cotemporaries," who was ready,
if Fremonthad lieen elected, "to seize the arsenal at Harper's
Ferry," is now looking with IiunL.'ry eye to Ihe Charleston Con-
ventmn. and is now the applauded and faviuitc heiii of a class
of men in the \ortli wlio are st.imnierioij info tlie ears of a
douliting people their uxorious lo\e of tlie Union ; and this
Democratic orator, who would demand tlie impeachment of a
Governor of Virginia if he should permit the arsenal at Har-
per's Ferry to pass under the control of William II. Seward,
if elected to the Presidency, is nominated by a Democratic
President, and confirmed by the united voice of the Demo-
cratic Senators, to represent the lieiiuMic at the court of
l/ouis Napoleon. Tliis Democratic Administratinn, and this
Democratic party, wliich invokes tlie suppoit of the Union-
loving, conservative men of tlie free States, send to the proud-
est monarch of the Old World tlie man who uttered tliis insur-
rectiimary and disloyal sentiment. Yes. sir; Democrats, witli

the accents nf Union upon their lips, sanction the appnintment
of a man who is avowedly in favor of civil war and di-niiion.
Let the real friends of law, of order, of the unity o tlie lie-

public, mark and remember this want of fidelity to the Union,
by the Admiinslration and the men who lead the Democratic
party.

Sir, the "Richmond Enquirer," the leading Democratic or-
gan south of the Potomac, during the canvass of L'^-Jti, avow-
edly advocated disunion. That exponent of the slave De-
mocracy said

;

"Sumner, and Sumner's friends, must be punished and si-

lenced. Either such wretclies must be hung or put in theiien-
itentiary, or the South should prepare at once to quit the
Union."
"If Fremont is elected, the Union will not last an hour after

Jlr. Pierce's term expires."
"If Fremont is elected, it will be the duty of the South to

dissolve the Union and form a Southern Confederacy."
Let tlie South present a compact and undivided front. Let

her, if iiossible. detach Pennsylvania and southern Ohio, south-
ern Indiana, and southern Illinois, from the North, and make
the highlands between the Ohio and the lakes the dividing
line, lyet the Soutli treat with California; and, if necessary,
ally herself with Kussia, with Cuba and Brazil."

Sir, this journal, which, during the canvass, avowed the
rankest disunion sentiments—this journal, which had been the
truuniet of the alarmists, after the election had lieen won by
the aid. the " material aid," of alarmed .'ind quaking conserv-
atism, very naively announced to the victims ol this disunion
panic t\i:it" (^over/Mr Wi'<e threatinied dinniiion only to
sar,e the Union!" Yes, sir; the valiant Wise, ready to put
the military fnrce of his dominions on a war footing; re;idy to
hew his bright way through all oiiposing legions; re;nly to
seize Harper's Feiry, "only threatened disunion to save the
Union !" Patriotic Wise ! Wlio, in view of the sniracions pa-
ti'iolisai of that " noble and ^'allant son of Viiu'iiiia," wiU not
accept t!ie tribute of tlie admiring l-auH<iier, tli.-it "it is the
fortune of some u-re.at and gifted minds to see far in advance
of their contemporaries;''" May not shivering, despairing
cooserv.-itism imlnlire the faint hoiie that other "noble and
gallant sons of N'irL'inia" and of the sunny South may. in hum-
ble imitation of tlie far-seeing Wise, be " threatening disunion
only to save the Union '•'"

We are entering, Mr, President, upon another Presidential
election: another irreat strugi;le for suiiremacy in the national
councils lietiveen the opposing forces of slavery extension and
slavery restriction. The nation once more presents to man-
kind 'tiie iiiterestin;;s|iectacle of justice in conflict withav.a-
rice and oppres-ion " This "conflict" is stirring the country
to ils profoundest depths. Conscious of their waning iiower,
the advocates of slavery extension are again haughtily mena-
cing the dissolution of the Union in the event of their defeat

!

by the people. Again, in the public press, in assemblages of
the iieople, in State legislatures, and in the.se chambers, dis
loyal and revolutionary threats are made, to intimidate tha
people.

Sir, the Senator from Georgia, before the meeting of Con-
gress, boasted before the people of his State, that "the proud
and enviable condition of the poor men in the South, compared
to the degraded whitI': slavks of thk North, is owing to the
existence of African slavery in the South."

.Mr. IvERSON. Will the Senator allow me to askwhicb Sena-
tor from Georgia he refers to ?
Mr. Wilson. The Senator who is now on the floor.
Mr. IvERSO.v. Then, that is a mistake. I never used any

such language.
Mr. 'iVii.soN. I quoted it from a Georgia paper, which iiub-

lished it at the time.
Mr. IVEnsON. I deny it positively. My speech is on record

and in print. The gentleman shall have a copy of it, if he
wants one.
Mr. Wilson. It was a speech made in Georgia during the

summer.
Mr. IVERSOS. I made no such declaration as th.at. What I

did say was simply this: that the condition of African slavery
at the South elevated the poor white man ; hut I did not speak
of the poor people of the North as slaves, by any means.
Mr. Wilson. Then the Senator is misquoted by his own

papers, and I withdraw it as far as that is concerned. I will
go on with the rest of the quotation from the same speech, and
the Senator can deny that or not. The Senator, at the same
meeting wlierehe is reported to have used the words which
he now disclaims, and which 1 am glad be disclaims, is re-
ported to have said:

"Slarery must be maintained—in ihe Union, if possible

;

out of it, if 7iecessarv ; peaceably if tee may, forcibly if
ice must."

Jlr. IvEasoN. I said that.
Mr. WiLsox. And the Senator drew this flatteringview of a

Southern Confederation

:

" In a confederated government of their own. the southern
States would enjoy sources of wealth, prosperity and power
unsuriiassed by any nation on earth. No neutrality laws would
reslrain our adventurous sons. Our expanding i)olicy would
stretch far beyond present limits. Central America would
join her destiny to ours, and so would Cuba, now withheld
from us liy the voice and votes of Abolition enemies."

Cimiing in this chamber, the honorable Senator early sought
occasion to say

:

" Sir. I will tell you what I would do, if I had the control of
the Southern members of this house and the other, when you
elect .IniiN SiiiJK.MAN. If I had control of the iiuMic sentiment,
the \-ei-y moment you elect .loilN Sherman, thus giving to the
South the example r.f insult as well as injury. I would walk,
every one of u*. out of the halls of this capitol, and consult
our constituents: and I wouhi never enter again until I was
bade to do so by those who had the right to control me^ Sir,

I go further than that. I would counsel my constituents in-

stantly to dissolve all political ties with a party and a iieople
who thus trample on our rights. That is what I would do."

In a carefully-preiiared and very elaborate speech recently
delivered, the Senator f. om Georgia said

:

"Sir. there is but one path of safety to the South; but one
mode of iireserving her institution of domestic slavery; and
that is, a confederacy of States Paving no incongruous and
opposing elements—a confedenicy of slave States alone, with
homogeneous language, laws, interests and institutions. Un-
der such a confederated republic, with a constitution which
should sliut out the aiiproach and entrance of all ineoiiLonous
and conflicting elements, which should protect the institution

from change, and keei) the whole nation ever bound to its

preservation by an unchangeable fundamental law, the fifteen

slave States, with their power of expansion, would present to
the world the most free, prosperous and happy nation on the
face of the wide earth.

"Sir, with these views, and with the firm conviction which
I have entertained for many years, and which recent events
have only seemed to confirm, that the 'irrepressible conflict'
between the two sections must and will go on, and with accu-
mulated Sliced, and must end, in the Union, with the totid ex
tinction cf African slavery in the southern States, that I have
aniiomicod my deterniination to aiiprove and urge the south
ern St:ites to dissoh-e the Union upon tlie election of a Black
lieiiublicaii to the Presidency of the United States by a sec-
tional Northern iiaity, and u|ion a idatforin of opposition and
hostility to Soutliern slavery."

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Broavn], in the speech to
his constituents from which I have already quoted, and in
which he avows his desire to acquire territory In Central
America and Mexico "to plant slavery in," says:

"Whether we can obtain the territory while theUnionlasts,
I do not know; I fear we cannot. But I would make an hon-
est elfort, and if we failed, I would go out of the Union, and
try it there. I speak plainly—I would make a refusal to ac-
quire territory, because it was to be slave territory, acausefor
(lisunion, just as I would make the refusal to admit a new
State, Ijecause it was to be a slave State, a cause for disunion."

Surely no one can mistake the position of the Senator. If
the Iieople of the free States, who believe slavery to be what
Henry Clay said it was, "a curse," "a wrong—a grievous
wrong," that "no contingency could make right," should re-
fuse to acquire territory "because it was to be slave territory,"
he would make that refusal "cause for disimion." 'i'he Sena-
tor has laid upon our desks an .iddi-e-^s, delivered in the Cajii-

tol of the State he so ably and fiiithrully reiiresents; and in
this address, 1 find this declaration :

"The election of Mr. Skwarp. or any other man of hispirty,
is not, per s«, justifiable ground for dissolving the Union. Bui



the (let of putting the Government in the hands of men wlio
lUfiiii tc use it fur our sulijujiiition, oiipht to he resisted, even
to t!ie ilisiui/tiiiii of every tie tliat Ijinits us to tlie Union."

On the nh ot .Inly, tlie Senator frotii Mississippi [Mr. Davis.]
whose aliilitv an<l l.jr:.'e anil varied iiifuniiatinn :ire acknow-
ledged l;v tlie Senate and the ci.Mutr.v. dflivcred an elal)ijr;ite

: ddress to the iivopk- of Ids Mate, li.v c iiicin cnnseiit. the
ciiiiiitr.v recu^'iii/.i/s the .Si-n.itor Inini Mississippi as mie of the
fill e.iiost. le.iders of hissectiuii and his pait.v. and Ids opinions
conimind attention and consideration. In this ad iress, tlie

Uo. oi'alde eenator says:

' Kor myself. I sa.v, as I said on a former occiisinn, in tlie

en tin.seiicy of tlie election of a I'lesident on the platform of
Mr Skw-.jiu'.s Uochesler siieecli. let the Union he dissolved.
i.f. the 'great liut not the greatest of evils' come."

On the 1 Itli of Niivemher. 1*.')8. after his return from a visit

of s.-ver;d iiionlhs to New Kndanil, the .-enator addressed the
i>eoplf of his ?tate at .laekson. In this address, the Senator
1< reported to have said, "if tiie l!epo: licans should elect ,i

I respU-iit. the question would he presented, what should the
t outh do ? Kor his p.rt, he had hut cue (Uiskh- t<i i/lr,^. \\ hen
th.it ii.ippened. when the (ioseriimeht wiis in h.i.-tile lia!.ds,

wnen tiie I'residency and the liouses of leirisiation were con-
trolled liy the enemies of tlie .'^outh. he annjoj- ,ixse,t/ii>/ t'le

iii(li.jif)iileiife iif Jf/'<yi--<Ki/iji/ : Ik uuik tii iinuitdUde iciili-

cJr.nv((/ f iiiH t'lf. Uiih'„r .\nd in view oflhe aspect of
puiilic MtV.iir.s. the honoralile ?en.itor " a(h ised the people of
the .-outh to liini their old muskets into .Minie rdh-s. preiiare
powder, shot, shell, amujiuiithin ot all kinds, and foititicatiuiis,

so as to lie I'eadv against any emergency."
Ihe .-enator Irom .Alili.ama [Mr. fi.AV] early addressed the

Pen.ile upon the resolution introdiiceil hy the .-enator from
Virgiiii.i. [>ir. .M vsiiN:] and in tiiis speech, prepared \vith tlie

el ihor.ite care that Senator is accusto.ned to l-estow upon the
Euhjects he discusses here, the .'-enator assuaies, in ellect, the
pos.tioii that it is iinpossiiile for the peoiile of the South to live
under a (iovernment administered by the liepublican party.
He asks:

" Do you suppose that we intend to how our necks to the
yoke? tlial we intend to snhmit to tlie do:i iintion of our ene-
mies y t lat we intend to sit here in your presence :is liostaL'es

fur the good liehavior of our conquered peo|ile— a people who
will lie, under ynur adoiinistrafion, not as sovereigns to lule
but as suhjects to he governed.''"

In response, the Senator says:

"I make no |iredict on.s. no promise for my State; hut. in
conclusion, will only s;iy. th it if she is faithful to the pledges
she has 111 ide and priiicipl.s she has professed— if she is true
to her own interest and her own honor- if slie is not recreant
to all th.it .-^tate pride, integrity and duty demand—she will

never sulmiit to your authority. I will add, thatuni ss slie,

and all the southern States of this Union, witli perhaiis liut

two. or. .It most, three exceiitiuiis, are not faithless to the
pledges tliey have given, theti ivill-nerei' uti'^mit to the yiir-

eriniieiitot' II P,e>sl<lent p-ofe'^xiiig i/'>u-i'politicalfait.'t,und
eltfted hi/ ijou.:' sectioiKilmdjoiitij."

When the Senator from Alabama took his seat, the Senator
from California [Wv. (iwiN] rose, and ilechired that he con-
sidered "it as tlie inevitable result, that the South should |ire-

pare for resistance in the event of the election ot a Kepuhllc.in
President." I'lie Senator went on to argue that the South
must, could and would, dissolve the Union, if the KeiiuMican
Jiarty succeed in the coming election. That Senator went on
to show liow the South could carry out the scheme of dis-

union; how she could seize the public proiierty within her
limits; that, by doing so. before the (iovernnient pas.sed into
the control of such an Administration, it couhl put it oiit of
the power of the .\duiiiiisli;.tioii to administer the (loverii.
ineiit in that iiortion of the couiiti-v. And lie declar.'d that
"itisi iipossilile for a Hepihilic an I'resideiit to .administer this
Go\einment over the slaveholding States of the Conlederacy:'
and tli.it "the election of a Kepublican I'resident is the iiievi-

talile destruction of this Confederacy."
The Senator from (ienrgia [Mr. ToOMRS] beg.an his siieech

yesterd.iy by solemnly aiiiiuunciiiL' tli.it the country was in the
midst oi a ci\ il revolution, and closed it liv implca iiig the free-
men of tlie .-t ite lie represents to " reileein their pleilge," and
"never iiermitlhis federal tiovernmelit to |iass into the trai-

torous hands of the 1 lack Keiiuhlicaii iiarty." He calls upon
the iieople of (ieorgia to "listen to "no vain hahhlings,' to no
treach'-rous jargon about 'overt acts;' they hav already
been coumiilted. Defend yourselves, the enemy is at your
door: wait not to meet him at the lieai thstone—meet him at
the doorsill. and drive him from the tem|ile of liliei'ty, or pull
down its pillars and involve him in a common ruin."
The Senator from North Carolina [.Mr. Cli-No.m.\.s] assures us

that in the SouHi "there are hundieds of disunionists now
where there was one ten years ago;" that in some of the
States men who "would williuL'ly to-fhiy seethe Union dis-
Eolved" are in the majoiit.v, and in other States a large class
of men are "ready to unite with them ujion the happening of
a cause." And lie says:

"In my judgment, the election of the Presidential candidate
of the 1.1 icU Kepublican iiarty will fuiiiish that cause."

To the suggestion that they "ought to wait for some overt
act," the Senator says:

"yio other 'overt (Iff can so imperatively demand resist-
ance on our part as the siui|ile election of their camlidate.
Their organization is one of avowed hostility, and they come
against us as eneniieii."

Ueferring to the distinguished Senator from New York [Mr.
Sew.M'.p]. he declares that -

"The objections are not personal merely to this Senator,
but apply equ.illy to any member of the party elected by it.

It li.as. ill fact, been suggested that, as a matter of prudence,
fur the. first e ectiou they should choose a Southern freesoiler.

Would the colonies li.ive submitted morewiliinglj to Eenedict
Arnold than to Lord Cornwallis''"

liut the Senator seems to lie In favor of the secession of the
Stales, but not of the secession of membei-s of Congress. Jle
says

:

"I may say. however, that I do not think there will be anv
secession of the Southern members of Congress fnmi this Caii-
itol. It has always struck me tli.it this is a point not to be
voluntarily surrendered to the public enemy."
The Senator from North Carolina evidently indulges in the

pleasing illusion that "the iiublic enemy." as he is pleased to
char.acterize his fellow.connti.Miien. will abandon the Capitol,
if "the southern membiis of Congress" remain in the Capi-
tol. "If lives should be lu.st lieie," e.xcl.iims the .Senator
"it would seem poetically just that this should occur 1" If,

after this declaration id' seeiiiing valor, the l!e|.u licans. ill

the event of their success in Novtn.btr, do not llee from the
Caiiitol with as much haste as did the "chivalry" of this re-
gion in the late war with I'ngl.and, 1 am quite sure the f enator
from North Carolina, who is "struck" with the oii-inal idea
" th:it this is .a point nut lu be M.luntai ily surrenih led to the
pn.i lie eiieiii5," will be disappointed in his eX|iectatioiis. ] ut
t'.ie Senator goes on to express his emutiuns uf contempt fur
men of the nun-resistant scl I. "I cannot linil," sa,\s the
Sen.atur, "wurds enoug to express my abhorrence and deti st-
ation of such creatures as (iarrison and W endell I'hillii.s, who
stimulate others to deeds uf blood, and, at the same time, are
so cowardly that they avoiil all ilaiiger themselves." This
expression of " abhorrence and detestation" of such non-
comliat.ints. such "cowardly" creatures, is, I suppose, intend-
ed to adnioiiish us on this side of the cliauiber that tlie Sen.i-
tur is terribly in earnest when he makes proclamation of his
wishes in tiiese words:

" Af /(»)} t/n',s Capitol xo much hass gmif forth to inflame
the pultliv mind, if our coinitri/Dien are to he inralred in a
blood 1/ xt-wjiile, li-iixtin God that the Jirnt fi uiUi of the
evlliniou mat/ ie reaped he/'e.''

This Language. .Mr. President, admits of but one interpreta-
tion, (lentlemen fiuiii the Suiitli. who are in favor of a disso-
lution of the I nion, liu nut intend, in so doing, to secede from
this Capitul. iiur surrender it to those who may ren ain within
the riiiun. I laving declared that, if lives are to be sacrificed,
it will lie poetically just that tliev should be sacrificed here i>n
this Hour: and that, as so iiineli has gone forth from this Capi-
tol to inflame the public u.inil. It is but proper that the first
h-uit of the struggle sliuuld be reaped here, the Senatur gives
us, therefure, distinctly to understand that there may be a idiv-
sical collision "a Muudy struL-gle;" that the scene of this
condict is tu lie the le-.-islative halls of this Ca|iitol. To sin. ply
say, in rejily to this threat, that northern senators cannot thus
be intimidated, is too tame ami cuiiiiiiuniilace to meet the e.\-

i'.rency. Therefore, I take it upun mvself to inform the Senator
from Xorlh Carolina, that tlie [leople of the free states have
sent their representatives here, not to fight, but to legislate-
not to mingle in iieisunal cumiats. but tu deliberate fur the
guod of the whole country: not to shed the blond of their fel-
low memliers. but to maintain the supremacv of the t onstitu-
tinn and Ufihuld the Union—and this tliev will endeavor to do
here, in the legislative halls of the Capitol, at all events and at
every hazard. In tlie iieilurmance uf their duties, they will
nut invade the rii-'hts of uthers. nur iiermit any infringement
uf their own. They will invite no cuUisiun. tliev will com-
mence no attack ; but they will discharge all their obligatiurs
tu their constituents, and maintain the (overnment and iiul i.

tutions of their country in the face of all cunceivalde conse-
quences. \'. hoever thinks utherwise has nut studied either
the histury of the iieuple uf the free States, or the ch.araoter uf
the men dwelling in tli.it secliun of the Union, or the idiiluso-
lihy of the exi--ency which the Senator from North ( arolina
seems to invoke. The freemen of the North have nut been ac-
custuaied tu vaunt their courage in words; tliey have preferred
tu illustrate it by deeds. I hey are not ligliting men by proles-
sion. nur accustomed to street broils, nor contests on the
"field uf hunor," falsely so called, nor are they habitual wear-
ers uf deadly weaiions. Tliertfure it is that when driven into
bioialy cullisions. and esfiecially un sudden emergencie.s, it is

as line in hid as it is suuiid in philusuphy. that they are mure
ilesiierateand determined, and iia-ie reckless uf cuiisequeiices
to themselves and to their antaL'uiiists. tli.an are lliuse who are
mure accustumed to cunteiiipl.itesnch cullisiuns. Thetigiitest
band, w hen once broken, recuils with the wildest power. So
much fur the iieufile uf the free States. As to their represent-
atives in this Capitol I will sav. that if while in the discharge
of their duties here, they are assaulted with deadly intent, I
give the Senatur frum North Carulin.i due notice, here, to-d.ay,
that those assaults will be repelled and retaliated bv sons wlio
will not di^hunur fathers th.at fought at liunker Hill and con-
quered at Saratug.i. that tramided the soil of Chippewa and
l.uiidy's Lane to a bloody mire, and vindicated sailors' riglits

and national liuiiur un the bmh seas in tlie second war of inile-

liendcnce. heluctaiit to enter into such a cuntest. yet. once
in, they will be quite as reluctant to le.ave it. Tliuugh they
may nut be the lirst to gu iiitu the stru-;;le. tliev will be the
l.a.s: tu .abaiMlon it in dishuiior. TliouLdi tliev will' not proyuke
nur cu 1 luence the cunllict, they will do their best to cunquer
when the strife iiegins. So much their constituents will de-
mand uf them when the "bluody struggle" the Senator con-
teiiiiilates is forced uiinn them; and they will not be disap-
puinted wlien the exigency comes. I say no more ; I wait the
issue, and bide my time.

Mr. I'resident. during the protracted and excited contest in
the other end of the Capitul. the leaders of the Democracy
have avowed the rankest disunion sentiments; and these
avowals of ili-luyaltv tu the Union li.ive been often raiitnr-
uusly afiplauded on the Democratic side of the chamber, and
in the galleries, crowded, as they have often been, by (iovern.
11 lent uliicials or (luveinment contractors or deiiendents. Sir,
if the Union-loviinr, liuerty-loving. patriotic men of the coun-
try could have heard these menaces of disunion ; could bavo
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witnessed the applaudincr thronRB in the galleries, and the ap-

plaufiiiig Ueniociacy on the floor; and could have witnessed
tlie Heiuocratic smiles, the Ueiiiorratic nods, and he Demo-
cratic conRratulations. they would visit upon the actors in tliis

farce, and upon tlieir compeers liere and at home, the stern

rebuke and witlienn^' scorn of an indignant people.

Early in the sessii n, Mr. Nelsun. of Tennessee, a distin-

giiisiied nieiiiber of tlie Southern Opposition, rebuked the dis-

union sentiments which had been so profusely scattered

tlirough the debates by the secessionists; and he avowed his

devotion to the Union in tones of thrillina eloquence.^ lljs

patriotic and national sentiments received the enthusiastic

applause of the Southern Opposition and the Ilepulilicaus.

Tlie patriotic sentiments of the eluqiient Tennessean, reiniiul-

ing us of the days, before tlie advent into these tiidls of the

secession disciples of Caliioun. when the followers of Clay-
ay, and of Jackson, too—had made the chaiiiljers echo with
sentiments of devotion to the Union, seemed to grate harshly

upon Democratic ears.

Mr. Pkyor. of Virginia, who. in 18^6, as one of the editors of

the "Richmond Enquirer," echoed the disunion sentiments of

Gov. Wise, rose and propounded to Mr. NhLsuN this question :

"Would you be willing William H. Seward should take

possession of the army, tlie navy, and all the powers of the

(iovernuient— I mean all the constitutional powers of the

Prtsiilent of the United States? Would he allow William H,

S /.WARD to take possession of t lese powers, or would he resist

it even to the extent cf going out of the Union ?"

Sir, this question clearly implied that Mr. Puyor would re-

sist, even to the extent of going out of the Union, the inau-

guration of William H. Skwaru. liut tliatwas early in the
session. Gov. Wise, who, if Faulkner is to be relied upon,
"sees far in advance of his contemporaries," had not then
avowed his resolution to fight in the Union, and to stay in the

Union. The "Enquirer," the famiiy organ, which is engaged
in warning the people of the Soutli not to "iirecipitate dis-

union, but to prepare for it," has made the wonderful discov-

ery that "tlie election of a Black Kepublican advocate of the
'irrepressilile conflict' will be the witlulrawal of the States

fujiporiing ftuck eleviUm from the Union." .^s Gov. Wise
has resolved to fight in the Union, and as his family organ has
declared that tlie election of a Kepulilican is a withdrawal ot

the States supporting his election from the Union, .Mr. Pkyor
will not now resist the inauguration of Wiu.ia.\i H. Sew.aro,

"to the extent of going out of the Union," but cling to this

new " Virginia alistraction." and assume that the States voting
for Mr. Si-JWARD are out of the Union.

Mr. Curry, of .Alabama, in a speech which is by far the most
c omprehensive and philosophical presentation of the issues

yet made on the slavery side, in the House, said

;

" However distasteful it ni:!y be to my friend from New York
[Mr. (.'lark], however much it may revolt the pulilic sentiment
or conscience of this country, I am not ashamed or afraid

publicly to avow that the election "f Willi \M II. Skw.vro or

Sihnon P.Chase, or any such represt-iitative of the Ilepub-

lican party, upon a sectional phillnriu. ouu'ht to be resisted to

tlie disruption of every tie that liinds t.liis 1,'onfederacy to-

gether." [.\pplause on the Democratic side of the House.]

Mr, PuGH, of the same State, in a speech of much rhetorical
beauty and eloquence, said:

"If, with the characterof the Government well defined, and
the rights and privileges.nf the parties to the coiniiact clearly
asserted by the Democratic party, the lilack Itepuldicans get
possession of the Goveriiment. then the question is fully pre-

sented, whether the southern States will remain in the Union,
as suliject and degraded colonies, or will they withdraw and
establish a southern Confederacy of coequal homogeneous
sovereigns?
"In my judgment, the latter is the only course corapatilile

with the" honor, equality, and safety of the f<outh ; and the
sooner it is known and acted upon the better for all iiailies to

the compact.
" The truest conservatism and wisest statesmanshiji demand

a speedy termination of all association with such confederates,
and the formation of another Union of States, homogeneous
in population, institutions, interests and pursuits."

Mr. Moore, of the same State, said :

"1 do not concur with the declaration made yesterday by
the gentleman from Tennessee, that the election of a lilack

Kepulilican to the Presidency was notcause for a dissolution of
the Union. Whenever a President is elected by a fanatical ma-
jority at the North, those whom I represent, as I believe, and
the gallant State which I in part represent, are ready, let the
consequences be what they may, to fall liack on their reserved
rights, and say; 'As to this Union, we have no longer any lot

or part in it.'
"

Mr. BoYCE, of South Tarolina, before the meeting of Con-
gress, addressed his constituency in an ehUiorate andvery
carefully-prepared speech, in which he says that the election of

a President I'V the liepublioan |iarty " would constitute of itself

a good reasim why the South should refuse to submit to their

rule." " Our policy is, first, to prevent, if possible, the elec-

tion of a Hepublican I'resident; second, if this must occur, in

spite of all our wise exertions to the contrary, to cause it to

occur under such issues as will bestenalde us to set up a south-
ern (lovernraent. i'he great point then, is to ripen pulilic

opinion at the South for a dissolution of the Union in the con-
tingency referred to—the election ol a Uepul.lic.iii President."
lie avows that "it is tlie fixed pulicy i.f thi^ St ite to seci de as
soon as he Republican parly elect their I'lesiilent." " If ne
desire to ripen public opinion a:uoiig ourselves f>r south-
ern independence, in the event of the election of a Itepublicnn
President, we loust exercise the pidicy of moder;ition in our
movements preliminary to that result. We must use the must
consummate prudence now, that we may i e able to profit by
the most desiierate boldness then."

.Mr. UonhaM, of the same State, said, on the floor of the
House

:

" As to disunion, upon the election of a Elack Republican, I

can speak for no one but myselfand those I have here the
honor to represent; and I say, without hesitation, that, upon
the election of Mr. Skwaru, or any other man who indorsee
and proclaims the doctrines held by him and his party— call

him l)v what name you please—I am in favor of an mmiediate
di.-siilutiiui of the Lnion. And, sir, I think I speak the senti-

ments nl'iiiy own constituents and the State of South Carolina,
wlien I say so."

" Mr. Crawford, of Georgia, as a quotation from his speech
will show, spoke not only for himself, but for hig associates
from that State, and his disunion sentiments received the ap-
plause of his Democratic friends:

" Now, in regard to the election of a Black Republican Pi-esi-

dent, I have this to say, and I speak the sentiment of eyi^r^

Democrat on this flocu- from the State of Georgia; we will

never suiimit to tlie inauguration of a Dlack Keimblican Pri-si-

<lent. [.\pplause from the Democratic benches, and hisses
from the Kepuldicans.] I repeat it, sir—and I have authority
to say so -that no Democratic Representative from Georgia on
this floor will ever submit to the inauguration of a Black He-
publican I'esiilent. LRenewed applause and hisses 1 . . .

The most confiding of them all are, sir, for ' equality in the
Union or independence out of it;' having lost all hope in tlie

former, I am for ' iNDEPENDtNCE now and indepknpkkce for-
ever !'

"

Mr. Gartrell, also of Georgia, has supported the position
assumed by Mr. Crawford. He declares:

" ,Tu.st so sure as the Republican party succeeds in electing a
sectional man. ii|ion their sectional, anti-slavery platform,
breathin-T destruction and death to the rights of my people,
ju.st so sure, in my judgment, the time will have come wlien
the Soutli must and nill take an unmistakable and decided ac-
tion, and that then, ' lie who dallies is a dastard, and he who
dnulits is d.iimied.' 1 need not tell what I, as a southern man,
will do— I think 1 may safely speak for the masses of the peo-
ple i.f tieorgia-that when that event happens, they, in my
ju(k-ment. will cniisi er it an overt act. a declaration of war,
and meet immediately in convention, to take into considera-
tion the mode and measure of redress. That is my position;
and if that be treason to the Government, make the most of
it."

Governor McRae. of Mississippi, declared that he was not
willing to sulimit to the election of a Republican President
upon a Republican platform:

"I said to my constituents, and to the people at the capital

of my State, on my way here, t at if such an event did occnr,

while it would lie their duty to determine the course i\ hich the

State would iniisue, it would lie my privilege to counsel with
them .as to what I believed to be the proper course ; and 1 said

to tliein, what I say now, and will always say in such an event,
that my counsel would be to take independence out of the
Union ill preference to the loss of constitutional rights and
consequent degradation and dishonor in it. That is my posi-

tion, and it is the po?ilion which I know the Democratic party
of the State of .Mississippi will maintain."

Mr. 1)E .Tarsktte, of Virginia, will resist the inauguration
of the candidate of the Republican party, if that candidate is

.Mr. Seward, for he says

:

" Thus William II. Sewakd stands before the country a per-

jured traitor; and yet that man, with hands stained with the
blooil of our citizens, we are asked to elect President of the
United States. You may elect him President of the Nortii,

but of the Sou'h never. Whatever the event may be, others
may dill'er; but Virginia, in view of her ancient renown, in

view of her illustrious dead, and in view of her aic semper
iyfunnis, will resist his authority. I have done."

Mr. Lkake, unlike his colleague, Mr. Pryor, will not follow

the lead of the late Governor Wise and fight inside the Union,
Mr. l.eake evidently does not see so far in advance as does
that noble son of Virginia. He says

:

"I repudiate f.e sentiment which the gentleman ascribes to

the late (ioveriior of Virginia. I choose rather to refer to the
repiesentatives of that State to hear her sentiments, than to

any other source. It never entered my head, and I undert:d;e

to say that it never entered the brain of any representative
of Virginia on this floor, to fight inside of this Union. Ihe
idea is ridiculous in the extreme. It is the reductio ad tib-

fiiirduin."

And Mr. Leake emphatically declares that

" Virginia has the right, when she pleases, to withdraw from
the Confederacy. [.Applause from the Democratic benches.]

. . . That is her doctrine. We will not fight in the Union,
but quit it the instant we think proper to do so."

Mr. SixcLKToN, of Mississippi, openly avows, on the floor of

the House, th.it "tlieir deteniiination is fixed and unaltera-
ble : that thev will have an expansion of slave territory in the
Union if you will allow it, or outsiiie of the Union if they must;"
a d that sentiment was received with Democratic applause.
He goes on to say:

"The question now is, if we sever the connection which
binds us and the North together, how are we to pre.serve the
institution of slavery ? 'I'liere is but one mode by which, in my
humble judgment, it can be perpetuated for any considerable
number of years. . . . That mode is by expansion, and
that expansion must be in the direction of .Mexico

I'here is in .Mexico a large extent of territory that is suited to

the cultivation of cotton, sugar, and rice. In my opinion, we
must, anil we are compelled, to expand in that direction, and
thus periietuate it—a hundred or a thousand years, it may
be." . . .

"It niav be asked, when will the time come when we shall

separate from the North? I say, candidly, if the views ex-
pressed liv the i;.ntl<-man from Iowa are. as he says, common
to the Republican party, and if they are determined to enfoirce



those views, I declare myself ready to-day. I would not ask
to delay the time a single hour." . ., .

" you iisk me, when will the time come ? when will tlie

South he united? It will be when you elect a lilack lU-puhli-
can— Hiile, Seward, or Chase—I'resident of the United i>tates.

V> henever you undertake to place tuch a man to preside ovt-r
the destinies of the South, you may expect to see us undivided
and indivisible friends, and to see all parties of the South ar-
rayed to resist his inauguration." . . .

" We can never quietly stand by and permit the control of
the army and navy to go into the hands of a Black Republican
President."

Union sentiments, whenever or by whomsoever uttered,
grate harsldy on Democratic ears timed tu tlie accents of dis-

union. Wlien .Mr. Stokes, of Tennessee, the otlier day, re-
buked the disloyal sentiments wliich fell so Rlihly from Demo-
cratic lips—when he,in eloquent, manly and patriotic lansuapre.
declared his devotion to the Union—when he quoted, and
indorsed as his own, the words of Henry Clay, "tliat he would
consent to the dissolution of the Union — never! never!!
never ! ! !"—the Democracy foamed and gnaslied its teeth in
impotent wrath.
tipvernor I^etcher, of Virginia, in his recent message to the

Legislature of his State, avows the rankest disunion and revo-
lutionary sentiments. Ifn this document, he declares that if a
Republican President is elected in l«tiO,

"It is useless to attemi)t to conceal the fact that, in the
present temper of the Southern people, itcaiiimf I^p iitid irill

not he suhmitted to. The 'irrepressilile-conllict ' iloclrine,
announced and advocated by tlie atilest and most di^tiin-'uished
leader of the Uepublican party, is an open declinatidii lA war
against the institution of African slavery, wlierever it exists;
and I would be disloyal to Virginia and 'the Soutli if I did not
declare that the election of such a man, entertaining such
sentiments and advocating such doctrines, ouglitio he rexixied
by the ulaveholdlng States. The idea of permitting such a
man to have the control and direction of the arn\y and navy
of the United States, and the appointment of high judii-i:.l

and executive officers, postmasters included, vunnuthe enter-
tained by the South/or a moment."

I might quote, Mr. President, the avowals of disunion senti-
ments by other Democratic leaders and other Democratic
presses; for these avowals of disloyalty 'to the unity of tlie
Republic are scattered, in rank luxuriance, broadcast over tlie
land. But I must pause.
Mr. Clat. \^ill the Senator pardon me a moment? He

seems to charge the sentiments, which he calls disunion senti-
inents, on tlie Democratic party mainly. So far as the State
or Alabama is involved in that charge. I may speak advisedly
when I say that sentiments, such as I uttered and which he
has quoted, have lieen indorsed umniiinouslv by tlie Legisla-
ture of the State which I have the honor to represent. And
-f the Senator will pai-don me further. I will say, too, tliat
those who call themselves .\mericans or Oppositionists there,
I think, have gone even further than the Democratic party.
Hence, I hardly think it is just to the .Xmerican party in tlie
South to attribute these sentiments exclusively to the Demo-
cratic party. I thirA ihe other side are entitled to a share of
the credit of them.
Mr. WiLSO.N. It may be so in the gentleman's own State; I

know that on the Gulf they are running wild with disunion ;

but how is it with the representatives of the Southern Opposi-
tion on the floor of the House of Kepresentatives ? Their sen-
timents have been pronounced, nearly all of them, distinctly
in favor of the Union.

I have, liowever, gathered up enough of these noi.sy menaces
of disunion, which are falling thick and fast around us, to
show to the Senate and the country that the accepted leaders
of the Democratic party are secessionists and disunionists,
with the accents of disunion perpetually on their lips, and its
spirit burning in their hearts. I have also gathered up, from
the mass of facts which lie at my feet, enough to show that the
Democratic party is Uiinted with the odor of disunion, that
the stain of disloyalty is now indelibly stamped uiion its brow.
I have shown, too, that these menaces of disunion, which De-
mocratic leaders are hurling around us in this Capitol go uu-

rebuked by the northern Democracy, whose glory it is to fol-
low these apostles of secession and disunion. The country
will not fail to see, and to mark, too, the discreditable fact,
tliat while Democratic leaders in these chambers are mutter-
ing an'-'ry menaces of disunion, and while sucli madness goea
uiireljuked, even b-, the faintest whispers of the Democratic
representatives of the loyal .North and West, the Democratic
presses in tli.e North ami West are busy—not in raining upon
the heads of Democratic disunicuiists the witliering rebukes of
patriotism—Imt in the work of misrepresenting and nialii;ning
those who cling to the Union with unswerving tidelity alike lu
victory and in defeat. Tlie country, too, will nut tail to see
that the Democratic orators dare not. even at a safe distance,
utter the softest censure against the disloyalty of leaders they
follow as the bondman follows his master, but they are appeal-
ing to the selfish fears of men to disown their manhood, and,
by acts of humiliation, appease the awakened wrath of the
Democratic chieftains now menacing the integrity of tlie
Union.
Mr. President, the .American Democracy, led by slave per-

petuists and propagandists, secessionists and disunionists, now
in tlie light of this age, stands before the nation tlie enemy of
human progress, and in favor of the conservation and propa-
gation of old abuses. No longer does the Democracv utter the
accents of popular rights. No longer does the Democracy
sympathize with man, at home or abroad, struggling for the
recovery of lost rights or tlie enlargement of existing privi-
leges. Does tlie Legislature of Kansas pass an act for the abo-
lition of slavery there ? Democracy resists it, and an-ests it,

by Executive action. Does the Legislature of Nebraska. left
"perfectly free to form tlieir own domestic in.stitiitions in their
own way." pass a bill to wipe fro.i thatVHSt Territnry the pnl-
luti.in of slavery? Democracy resists it, deleats it, by tiie
Kxecntive veto, and applauds that veto. Does the Legislature
of New Mexico enact a bloody slave code ? Democracy
prompts it. praises it, apiilauds it. Does a sovereign CommcMi-
wealtli lighten Ijy humane legislation the burdens of a pro-
scribed race, so that it may rise into the suiili'_'lit of a bro.ider
and highermanhood? Democracy is outraged, shocked, and
it avenges itself by gibbering taunts, gibes and jeers. Does a
slave State enact, or propose to enact, statutes to still more
opiiress those already bending under the iron heel of opiires-
sion, or to check the action of its own citizens who may be
prompted by sentiments of benevolence or a sense of justice to
lessen the bitterness of bondage or give freedom to their own
bondmen? Democracy approves and applauds it. Does Wal-
ker, at the head of a lawless band of tillibusters, decree slave-
ry 111 Central America? Democracy hails and applauds that
decree. Does any indication point to tlie possible abolition of
slavery m Cuba ? Democracy .protests, cannot permit it, will
liay *i;U(i.(iiii!.(4lii for tliiit slaveholiling isle, but will not accept
the " tiem of the Antilles." if burdened with freedom. Does
Kngland .strike tlie fetters from the limbs of eit-ht hundred
thousand W est India bondmen ? Democracy deidores it, dis-
approves It. and persists in misrepresenting the effects of that
great act of justice and humanity.

Does the Kmperor of Russia propose a plan for the emanci-
pation of millions, notofthe African race, butof white men ••

Democracy shakes its bead, shrugs its shoulders, utters no note
of joy, sends no won! of en. ouragement or gi-eeting to the en-
lightened monarch who would enlarge tlie rights and elevate
the condition of men. Does the Uepublican party, imbued
with the sentiments of the Republican fathers, propose to ar-
rest tlie expansion of slavery over the territories of the liepub-
lic. and save those territories to free labor, check the re-open-
ing slave traflic, ami put the National (iovernment in harmo-
ny with a pri-gre>si\e Christian civilization? Democracy,
smitten witli the consciousness of its waning jiower. raises tlie
startling cry of disunion. '1 o its abandonment of the senti-
ments, opinions and policy of the Kepuldican fathers; to its
betrayal of the riglits and interests of free labor and the cause
of human rights at home and aliroad, is now added disloyalty
to the iiiteirrity of the Union. Let the intelligent initrioti.sm
of the nation rebuke this mad exhibition of folly and fanati-
cism, which would shiver tliis Union into broken fragments,
and let it procbiim, in the words of Andrew Jackson, "The
Federal Union must be preserved."
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Mr. Wilson. Mr. President, during the past seven weelcs,
these halls have rung with angry menaces of disunion. Dis-
union has heen predicted, disunion lias lieen threatened, in
the event of the triumph of the Kepulilican party in Novein.
ber next. We have sat here coolly, calmly, and listened to
those angry and noisy menaces. Vesterday I gathered up
Bome of these predictions, some of tliese arguments, some of
these threats of disunion, and presented them to the consider-
ation of the Senate. The Senator from iMississippi [Mr. I)avis,]

with, I thought, something of sensiliility, somet'.iing of feeling,
replied to those remarks. I know, sir, that there comes to us,
from the loyal and .patriotic freemen of tlie Nortli, the voice
of condemnation of the angry menaces which liave been made
in the^e Chandlers. There come to ppuafm-s on the other side
ol this Chamlier the imploring ajipeals of mm wlio are shiver-
ing over the political graves then- leaders in these halls are
digging for them. Sir, I was glad to see. yesterday, when the
declarations of Democratic presses and leaders were present-
ed to their view, a degree of feeling manifested on the other
Bide of the t'hamher. Senators are beginning to feel that it is

no easy task to look these Democratic measures of disloyalty
to the Union in the face. I take the movement yesterday to
be a premonitory symiitom of retreat from positions which
even the Senator from IMississiiipi cannot maintain. I say to
the i*enate and the country, that we shall now witness the re-
treat of the Democratic leaders from their disloyal and revo-
tionary positions.
The Senator from IMississippi called upon me to say why I

had arraigned gentlemen here for these avowals, lie charged
it upon the RepuMican party, that, iu 18.jti, it went off tinder a
sectional lianner, on a sectional iihitform. and mider the lead
of a sectional candidate ; and. in so diiiiig, it sfci-ileil Irom the
Union ; it adopted pi-actir:il seo( ssion. N..w. I have to sav to
that Senator, that the call for the Iteiiuhlican .National Con-
vention, in 18,")tt. was addressed to all men. North and South,
who concurred in the sentiments of tlie liepublican fathers,
who were opposed to the extension of slavery, and in favor of
its prohinition in the Territories of the United States; and that
call would have summoned Washington and Jelferson, anci
the men who founded the Government of the country, into the
Convention. Wen from the South came to that Convention,
and when they returned to their homes tliey were denounced
for their attendance, and one of them banished from his State.
That Ktiuiljlican call invited the people who could stand on
tlie doctrine of slavery restriction that came from the pen of
Thomas .lefTerson in 1781—a doctrine sanctioned and sustained
Viy the great men of this country for two generations; a doc-
trine indorsed as cniistitutional bv the Supreme Court of the
United States in is|(i, ism, is'js, nnd ill 184(1: indorsed as con-
Btitiitlonal liy the Sui.reme Couil nf the State the Senator from
MississiiMii represent-; in Isls-I say, sir, that the Kepulilican
call sunimonedall ot this class of men in America into its Na-
tional Convention. The Kepuhlican party laid down princi-
ples as broad as the Union itself It embraced the whole
country, and the interests of the whole coinitry. in its policy.
It adopted no sectional creed, no sectional ph'itforin, no sec-
tional policy, but stood upon the ancient laitli of our fathers,
and there it stands to day, upon an impregnalile basis, wli^re
stood the men who framed the Constitution of the United
States and early administered it.

So much, sir. for my right to speak .is a Republican, and to
rebuke the disuuiou avowals of men who have adopted a new

creed, a new reading of the Constitution, and who threaten to
pull down the columns of the Union, unless this nation
accepts their new creeds and their new constructions of con-
stitutional power. 'I'hat is it. Let the country understand it.

'J'he Kepuhlican party stands upon the doctrine of ^^'asllington,

Jefferson, and tlie men who framed the Constitution., It

stands upon doctrines sanctioned by the highest judicial
tribunal of the country in other and better days. The liepub-
lican party proposes nothing new, but stands by the old tradi-

tional policy. A new school, accepting the creed that came
from the lirain of Calhoun in 18-17, now exists, and we who
choose to follow the fathers rather than these new liglits are
threatened now with the overthrow of the Government if we
do not accejit their new constitutional constructions. That is

the whole of it. and let the country understand it.

The Senator objected to my right to speak, because, in 1851,

I attended asocial festival in lioston, and made a speech at
that festival. Let me say that I stand by that speech here to-

day. I do not disavow ii word of it. That speech is not full

nor complete, and it does not report all I did say ; but what is

reported I stand by. In that speech I did say, then and there,
to the faces of gentlemen, what I have said all my life. I disa-

gree with those gentlemen on several points, and they know,
and everybody ill my State knows, that I disagree with those
gentlemen in regard to their views of the Constitution, of State
rights, and of the Union. I never uttered a word or dreamed
a dream of hostility to the Union of these States, and I never
even allowed myself to put a case of disunion even as a sup-
position, as a contingency. But. sir, attending that festival, on
an invitation, I spoke ot the fidelity of Mr. Garrison, and of
those that associated with him—men wlio do not vote, men
who hold no offices, iiifii who will accejit no oflices, men that
you may call fanatical, if you jilease, but men who in personal
character, and in all the relations of private life, have the re-

spect of all who know them. Disagreeing from these gentle-
men in regard to their construction of the Constitution, I paid
them tlie tribute of my respect for their zeal, their devotion
to what they regarded to he their duty. For an oppressed and
hated race these men have devoted years of self-sacrificing
toil— 1 do not agree with them in many of their views— 1 differ

widely from them. 1 do not think they have always labored
wisely, but of their sincere devotion no one can doubt: and I
then paid them my liumlile tiibnte of respect, and I shall not
recall those words, here or elsewhere. Sir, I disagree with the
Senator fnun Mississippi as I do with Garrison in his views of
the Constitution and ofthe Union, but I liave often, in public
and ill private, in my section ofthe country, borne the sin-

cere triliute of my admiration of his ability, intelligence, and
fidelity to his convictions.
The Senator arraigns me for h.iving, in that speech, paid a

comi liment to the' reformers of Kngland, while he says I
ar aigned Kngland for forcing slavery upon this continent.
Why, sir, does not the Senator know that, for nearly two cen-
turies, the iiarty in favor of slavery and the slave trade con-
trolled the Government of lOndand, and shaped her policy,
and tli.at. too, agiiinst the protests, in later years, of the noblest
anil liest intellects of I'jigland? It is not tlie class of men who
planted slavery in America to wlioiii I paid the tribute of my
admiration. Nor is it the class of men wlio are upholding the
course of Kngland in India, tliat I regard to-day as one of the
greatest crimes of tills nineteenth century: for when I tliink

of the wrongs England has perpetrated in India, 1 can hardly
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bear that an Knclishman should reproach itie or reproach my
country with holding any numl>er ot men in bondage, liut I

paid my tril)ute of respect to that class of men who, during
this centiny. have abolished the slave trade; have Riven free-

dom to ei;:ht bundled thousand bondmen in the West Indies;
who have carried reforms in Kngland that have enlarged the
privileges of tbe people : and who, to-day, a.re engaged in press-
ing' upon the 'iovernment reforms tbat will enlarge then-
risbls -uid privileges. A more devoted class of advocates of
human ri.-hts tlie sun, in his course across the heavens, never
looked down upon, tlian have acted in England during the
present cnntury. 'I'hey have carried their reforms against hail-

storms of aljuse ; just such abuse as is now heaped upon us on
this side of the water, by men who are but repeating the words
of English presses and English statesmen—of blind and fanati-
cal conservatism.
Tbe !?en,itor refers to my remarks of yesterday as to the

slave pciwer; and the Senator, in this coimection. does not
setm to understand what I mean l\v the slave power. I will

tell the i^ciiutor, and I will try to make him understand what I

mean I'y it. \\ ben I speak ot the slave power of this (lOvern-
ment, 1 mean the political influence of slavery in the (iovern-
ment of tbe country. When the Constitution was made, there
were aliout six hundred thousand slaves in this country. They
were not, on an average, worth one hundred dollars apiece.
SlaveiT. as an element of political power, was utterly con-
temptilile. 'Iliere were in tbe Constitutional Conventifm and
in tbe early (iovernment men from South Carolina and Geor-
gia representing slave interests; but tbe gi'eat mass of tbe men
representing tbe Southern States, especially Virginia, were men
opposed to the extension of slavery, opposed to tbe slave
trade, and openly in favor of the policy of emancipation.
These six hundred thousand now have increased to four mil-
lion. Their value, when the Government commenced, was
estimated at forty or fifty million dollars, and it has increased
to more than two thousand million. Here is a vast material
interest. This interest is upheld by State law ; and tbe result
is. that men in favor of perpetuating and extending this sys-
tem of slavery over this continent have obtained the control
of the sovereign States of this Union. Wh.v, sir, would Virgi-
nia send Washington to tbese Halls if he was living? Would
Virginia send Jelfeison here on the avowals he made, avowals
such as have never been equaled by ;my statesman on this
continent, against slavery? Would Virginia st-nd JIa<iison,
and Patrick Henry, and (ieorge Mason, or men who made the
declar.itions they made, into these Chambers now? Would
JIaryland send Luther Martin ? Would she send William
Pinkney here now to represent her sentiments? Would
North (,'aiMlina send .Judge Gaston and .iudge Iredell—men
who have left upon the record of the country their sentiments
in favor of the emancipation of the bondman ? No, sir, I tell

you this slave power has banished from the councils of tbe
nation not only all of that class of men, but nearly all of the
old Henry Clay Whigs and the followers of Andrew Jackson,
the old national men; and Congress now is made up of tbe
disciples of Mr. Calhoun, of the men who have dethroned
JeiTerson as the apostle of Democracy, and enthroned Calhoun
as tlifii- philosopher, guide, and friend.

Mr. M.*snN. Will the Senator allow me to make an inquiry,
that I may learn exactly his position? Uo 1 understand the
Senator to mean by the slave power, as he expresses it. tbe
representation of the slaves provided lor by tbe Constitution ?

Mr. Wn.so\. 1 will answer the Senator frankly; no, sir. I do
not. I will tell tbe Senator what I do mean. I will try to
make myself understood on this point. 1 mean the influence
that results from tbe holding of four million men as prn|ieity,

valued at two or three thousand inillion dolbirs. '/'he holding
of it by law, and the desire to extend it and pei petuate it,

have developed an element of politic'd power; it is bold. ;ir-

rognnt, agii-essive; it governs the States; it governs the Fede-
ral (ioveniment to-day.
The Seiiiitor from Mississippi wanted me to st,^; . and he

said he had c died for it before, what wo consider i! the ag
pressions of this slave power. Well, sir, I will enili.-iivor to

give the Senator from Mississippi some infonuMtioii n])<iu this
point of aggres^ion. lie seems to see none. I will st^ite a few
of those points; and if the Senator does not see slavery iig-

gression in those points, then I think he must h;ive C(Uiie to
the conclusion that .-lavery is imperial, and has the right and
the power to do what it pleases in the (iovernment of this
country. I choose to go back only some tsventy-flve years.
When we framed the Constitution, the people of the Eree
States were not responsible for the existence of slavery in
their National Capital. You fixed this (':i|utMl here, on the
banks of tlie l'otom:ic: you accepted the sl.ue laws of .Mary-
land and Virginia: accepte<l tlieslavecode Ibatexisted beie;
and here, in tbe National Capital, in tlie eyes of representa-
tives of free men, in the face of representatives of Eorcign
(jovernments; here, in the Capital of this Uemocratio liepuli-
lic, slavery and the slave-traile existed and fluurislied; and
we, the people of tbe United States, were all responsible fur
the existence of slavery and the slave-trade in tins district.

The Federal (iovernment has complete constilational power
iu this Liistrict to govern it. 'J'he people of a portiun of the
country sent their petitions here, askiti!; Congress to abolish
t!ie slave-trade .tnd slavery. This constitutional right of peti-
tion, tliis ii.:;lit that is above the Constitution, as Caleb Cusliing
said on the floor of tbe llou>eof I'.eiJresentatives—a rightwi.n
by our aneestms on tbe battle-fields of t'le olil World, which
t .ev I rorglit with tlr ra here— I say this iiLdit of petition, f. r
seven yeais, in these Halls, was cloven down; yes. sir, tbat
right was cloven ilown here on the floor of the Senate and
of tbe j louse of Itepreseiitatives. Does not tbe Senator from
Miss^ssip.ii call th.-it an aggression upon the lights of freemen,
to deny their iietitiims a hearing in the Halls of the Congress
of tlie United States? This right was W(ai after a battle of
sev n years against tbat aggressive policy of the slave iiower.
Then, sir, ex-l'resident Adams presented a petition jairpoit-

ing to come from a few slaves; and a vote of censure was
moved upon hiai, and the Hall of the House of Kemesenta-
tives laiix' with bitter and fiery denuiieiations of tliat venera-
ble statesman for presenting that petition of a few poor slaves

to this great nation. During those same days, when the right
of petition was cloven down on this floor and in the other
Hall, the mails of the United States were evamined by Post-
masters in the Southern States. Those mails were rifled, and
in Charleston, South Carolina, they were burned, and the
Postmaster-General of the United States wrote a letter in
which he said he could not approve, but he would not con-
demn. Was not that an aL'gression, an outrage? Yes, sir;
was it not an aggression and an o trage? Will the Senator
answer ?
For years, the neutrality laws of the United States, under the

expanding influences of the slave power, were openly violated,
and then came that question of the annexation of Texas to
this Union. While that ereat question was iiendiiig. that was
to give to this country three hundred thousami square miles
of slave soil, Mr. Calhoun, the leader of the slave interests
during his life, insulted the moral and religions sentiments
of the people of this country by sending to France, in the face
of Europe, a public document avowing that the annexation
of Texas was for the pur|iose of strengthening slavery in the
United States. Was not this aggression? Was it not an out-
rage upon the sentiments of men who believe slavery to be
an evil, to be a wrong, that the Secretary of State should send
a pulilic document to Europe t-o notify the Christian and civil-

ized world that the Ifepulilic of the United States proposed to
annex a foreign nation in order to uphold and perpetuate
slavery ?

Tlien. sir, came the Jlexican war, the result of that an-
nexation, the predicted result of it; and whatever may have
been the cost of life or of treasure of tbat great contest, the
aggressive i)olicy of slavery is responsible for it. When the
territories which we acquired from Mexico came to us, the
people of the free States wished to preserve them to free labor
and free laboring men. The Democracy of the free States, ia
their Conventions, in their Legislatures, and all their Repre-
sentatives in these Chambers, with two exceptions, voted for
the apiilication of the proviso prohibiting slavery to the Mexi-
can acquisitions; but the slave power, that the Senator from
Mississippi cannot comprehend, cannotsee, proclaimed that,
if the Democracy of the North did not abandon that position,

the Democratic party of this country was to be rent asunder
and destroyed : ;ind under the iron rule of this slave power,
the Democratic leaders thrnushout the free Mates changed
their princi|iles. abandoned thedoctrineof continningfree the
Territories of the United States that came to us free. Then,
sir, (California came here, asking for admission into the Union
as a sovereign State. She came here robed in the garments
of freedom; but tbe influence of slavery, the slave t'ower,
of which we are speaking, in this Chamber, held California
here for months, knocking at tbe doors of the Union for ad-
mission. In the hour of their tiiumph. they gave to Texas
fifty or sixty thousand square miles of teiritorv, large enough
to make a State like Virginia, and paid her $Ui,n(Ki,lill(l to take
it; when, according to the words of Mr. Benton, it was but a
mere claim, not an established right. General Houston raised
the claim to this vast territory; but it was not acknowledged
by Mexico, or established by occupation.

'J'exas had not established that claim, and we gave her fifty

or sixty thousand square miles; and we gave her $li),lilKi,UljiJ.

That was the settlenient. Then came the Fugitive Slave Law.
I am not here to deny constitutional provisiims; but I take it,

if there be a provision in the Constitution of the United States
for the rendition of fugitives, the other provisions of tbat Con-
stitution, in any law that may be made, are to lie carried out.
There are those who believe that Fugitive Slave Law to lie

unconstitutional. There are those who believe the time will
come when that Fugitive Slave Act of IKiO, in its various pro-
visions, will l)e pronounced unconstitutional by the general
judgment of the nation.
Then. sir. came the repeal of the Missouri compromise: ,ind

the Senator from Mississi|)pi has made a complaint against us
as the violators of that compromise, and not the men who
repealed it. What is the argument? A bargain is made; one
part has all the benefits of that bargain; when tbe hour comes
for tiie otiier to have its benefits, it is taken from them. And
wlnit is the argument of the Senator from Mississijipi ? It

anomnts to just this: we made a bargain: he and I make a
bargain in regard to a siiecial measure; he wishes to aiiply it

to another matter; 1 refuse to do it; and then the Senator
sa.ys, as you refuse to do that, I will break the old bargain.
Tliat is the whole of it—no more, no less.

Then, sir. followimr the repeal of the Missouri compromise,
came the invasion of five thousand .Missourians into Kansas.
Was not that an aggression? They took the ballot-boxes:
they elected a Legislature: they passed a slave code; tliey

established slavery. They passed laws making it a peniten-
tiary offence fin- a freeman to say that slavery did nut exist
there. Any Northern man who should .say. in that Territory,

that slavery did not exist there, was liable to two years in the
peiiitenti.iiy. Was not that an aggression ? The same acts
lirovideil that any man who was opiiosed to holding slaves in

tlie 1 erritorv of i'iansas could not sit upon a jury in a case of
that kind. What w.is done with the men who led in these
lawless acts of violence and fraud in tbe'l'erritory of Kansas?
Clark, wlio murdered l'arl)er, wasin oflice. and bassincePeeii
apiioiiiteil to anotlier oflice, and coiifiriiied liy the Senate. Km-
ory, who led tbe band tha' murdered i'liillips, is now in office

in the Territory. Henilerson. who bad the control of the Del-
aware frauds, of which so much has been said. Ii.-is held oflice

in that Territory. Many men engaged in those acts have been
upheld in ofiice by the (ioverniiient.
Then, sir, came the Lecompton Constitution. AVas not that

an aggression? It came to this Chamlier, and, although il was
known by every intelligent man in the country that it was not
the will of the people of Kansas, it was iiressed in these Halls
for iiioiitlis. Tbe atteuijif was made to force that Constitution
upon an uiiwilling people, a protesting people, a people who
were imploring you to reject it.

Then, sir, came tbe English bill, another of those measures
of agL-ression. not only an aggression, but an insult, for it sai<l

to Kansas. '" You may coioe into tbe Union as a slave State,

with your present population ; but if you decline to come into
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the Union with ynur present population as a slave State, you
shall not cnme ioto the Union until you liave ninety-tliree

thousanilinhaiiit:uits." This was the distinction, ailistniction

made in that l)ill, tljataState, with its present population,

could come into tlie Union as a slave State, but if it would not
come in as a slave State, it should stay out of the Union until

it had ninety-three tliousand inhaliitants. The people of I\an-

sas rejected and spurned your proposition, by ten thousand
majority. That is not all. They liave lield a Convention;
tiiey have framed a Constitution ; tliey nnw aslc adii]issi(.n into

the Union as a free State; it has .u'cni- throufih all the foruis

of law; and yet that slave power this day and ihis hi.ui- is

managing, manoeuvring to keep Kansas out ol the Union tins

session, under a Constitution of her own making, and 1 expect
to see that aggression triumph.
Now we have the new constitutional construction of the

riglit of the master to cai ry liis slaves into the Territorie.s, and
hold them there as iiropii tv, uihI'T the protection of the Con-
stitution of the United States. Tliis is a new reading, a new
doctrine, a doctrine we reject, and it is an ag^'ressive iiolicy.

It is intended as a policy ot aggrejsiiui. It is not intended so

much for tlie present as for tin- lutuie. M hy, sir, 1 lind a let-

ter written liy the Senator tVom .Maliama. I Mr. (.'la v. J in which
he refers to these matters, and spi'.iks of th.- inactical impor-
tance to the South of maintaining and u|iiiolding this doctrine

of the right of the master to c-;u ly his sl.ives into a Territory,

under the protection of the Feder.il Constitution, and wehave
before us this very resolution of the .-Senator from Missi>sippi,

[iMr. Bkown.] asking the Senate of the United States to pro-

nounce upon this doctrine, and not only to acceiit the iloctrme,

but to accept its consequences, and pass a slave code for the
government of slavery in all the Territories of the United
Sta tes.

Sir, a few years ago we had the Ostend manifesto. That was
dictated by this influence of slavery. It was a declaration
that disgraced the diplomacy of the country in the face of the
civilized world, and there is no American that can look tlie

world in the face, and re id that manifesto, who will not hang
his head.
We have sought the acquisition of Cuba to strengthen slave-

ry. During the last ten years we have hail a balance of trade

against us in Culiaof one hundred and forty or one hundred
and fifty million dollars. We had the olfer. five years ago. of

a commercial treaty with Spain in regard to the island of Cuba.
A proposition was made to .Mr. Ferry, stating the readiness
of the Sp.inish (Joverimient to make commercial treaties with
us; and had this Coverninent looked at the interest of the
country, instead of seekim.' the acquisition of that island,

which we are tohl th.'V would not take if it was free, they
would have made a comuiercial treaty by which the material
interests of this country wiuihl have bepii caied for. So it is

with Mexico; so it is with (,'entral .\inerica. The policy of tlie

acquisition of territory for thi' puriiose of planting slavery in

it has alienated the atlections of the people of this continent
south of us towards us. These people now hate us and fear

us, and our commercial interests with the nations south of us
on this continent are, and have been, sacrhiced, because it is

the policy of the slave posver to acquire territory in which to

plant slavery. I charge that this aggressive policy, this ex-
pansive policy of the slave power, is sacrificing the material,
the manufacturing, the commercial interests of this country.
There is another subject to which I wish to refer. They tiave

a law in South Carolina, or rather a series of laws in that State,

by which, when a vessel conies into the harbors of that Mate,
if a colored inhabitant of a Northern State is on board that
vessel, he shall he imprisoned, the writ of luihen'i corpiin de-

nied him, and he compelled to pay his own jail fees. In \>*i'i.

Massachusetts sent to .~outh Carolina one of the foremost ad-
vocates and men of our State, lie went to that State to have
this law tested in the judicial triliunalsof the country; and
this law was pronounced liy Williaiu Wirt to be unconstitu-
tional. This law was pronounced by .lodge .lohnson, of the
Supreme Court of the United States, a son of South Carolina,

to be an unconstitutional law. .Massachusflts sent one ol the
first lawyers of the couiitiv to test this qiiostiou in tlie courts
of the.country, and he w,is forcibly e.\pelled fioiii th.at State;
and to add to that indignity, a law was passed, imposing the
highest penalties if any person came into that State for the
purpose of obstructing this law by any legal process. Does
not the Senator from Alississippi regard tliat as an aggression?
Is it not an outrage ?

Mr, IIammonp, I do not feel disposed to interrupt the Sena-
tor, or to say anything on that subject; b it, on a proper occa-
sion, it will be very easy to show that that is perfectly warrant-
ed. We passed a police law in South Carolina'for our own
personal protection. Certain classes of people came there and
interfered with our domestic affairs. Was it an aggression to

repel them or put them under surveillance, or do what we
pleased with them, while they were tliere ? We did not bring
them there. They came voluntarily.

Mr. Wilson, I shall be very glad, Mr. President, to have
the Senator from South Carolina, on a fit occasion, endeavor
to vindicate the policy of tluit law. Let me s.iy, however, to

that Senator now in passing, that when South ( 'arolina passes
laws to protect herself, she has no right to infringe upon the
constitutional rights of others. If any persons go into that
State and violate her laws, she will punish them. Of that I do
not complain ; but, sir. what right has South Carolina to pass
an act that colored citizens of Massachusetts, when they go
into the harbor of Charleston, who are innocent of crime,
shall, merely because they happen to be colored men, be taken
and imprisoned beTore hey commit any otrence ?

Mr. ll.\M.MONi). All this grows outof the peculiard fferences
in the domestic institutions of the North and th South. Dif-
ferent laws must be made, to suit different countries and dif-

ferent systems. Colored people are not citizens in South Caro-
li( a. We cannot recognize them either as citizens of South
Carolina or citizens of .Massachusetts ; and the Supreme Co rt

hiis since decided that they are not citizens of the United
States. They are therefore not entitled to the constitutional
provision that places the citizens of the different States on an
equality within each other's limits. We had i eason to believe

that it was dangerous to the peace of our community and to

our peculi.ii- institutions, to permit them to come there. Let
nie say ag.iiii. tlsit all this giows out of what^tlie Senators on
the oiht-r side il it seem at all to comprehe'nd ; thai we livi

under distiiiclly different social systems, and must have pi cu-

liar laws. \\ ithout intending to aggress upon anybody el.se,

or to infringe on the rights of any individual, much less of any
State or of any section, we must be allowed to take care of
ourselves. That law to which the Senator alludes has been
materially modified. It has been ascertained that it was un-
necessarily severe, and instead of incarceratin-- the colored
persons in jail, tliey are now kept under surveillance, peih^ips
allowed to stay on their vessels ; I do not recollect the exact
iiiodilication, but they are no longer subject to the same im-
positions they were before. This South Carolina has dene
vi.luiitarils ; 'and thus Simth Carolina and all the South would
ameliorate the condition of the slaves, if they were let alone.

It has been done. They are ameliorating it; and we could go
on to a greater degree, if we were let alone.

.Mr. \ViLSiiX. The Senator says they live under different

social systems, and tliey must have their way of iirotecting

themselves. Well, sir, I am willing that they shall luotecl
themselves ; but in protecting themselves, 1 say they have no
right to infringe on the rights ol others. What are we to think
of a social system that requires Uiis sacrifice ot the rights of
others:-'

Mr. CiiKSNUT. Let me say to the Senator from Massachus-
etts, tliat tlie ground we assume in South Carolina on tliat

point, the ground wiiicli has lieen sustained by the courts, is

that every ?tate has a constitutionul right to pass such jiolice

laws as will protect itself against any trouble. You pass your
police laws in New Vork and in every seaport town in the
country; you quarantine vessels, you raise all sorts of bar-
riers of inotection agiiinst evils which you anticipate. Now,
III South Carolina we have the same right, and it has been so
de ^(led by the courts, under the i-ule of police regul.-itions, to

protect ourselves against interference with our rights and in-

terests by the .Senator fnnn .Massachusettjs and his people. I

put it upon the broad principle that he has no right to claim
for a negro fiom Massachnsetts, or for a negro from elsewhere,
that he shiill bec.aiie his emissary under the jiretended rights

giiarantifd liy the Constiliition to the citizens of this country—
that he shall insinuale him uiioii us under any such pretence.
We claim that as a right of sovereignty belonging to all free

people, the right of self-protection by police regulations and
otherwise.
Mr. Wilson. I want to call the attention of the Senators

from South Carolina to the precise and exact issue. In Mas-
sachusetts, and in several of our States, the colored men are
regarded, and ever h.ive been regarded, as citizens. They
have all the lights of citizens. Tliev fought tlie baltlrs of the
Kevolution. 'J'hey help to make the laws; they obey tlie laws.

In 1-211, South Carolina pas.sed this act. William Wirt, then
Attorney-deneral of the United States, pronomictd it uncon-
stitutional. At thai time, .ludge .luhnson, of ^onlll Caroliiui,

was on the bench of the Supreme Court of the United States,

and he pronounced it unconstitutional. Under these circum-
stances, men were imprisoned, were punished, and some of
them, sold into slavery. Massachusetts sent a lawyei to' South
Carolina ; to do whaty 'I'o take that case before the judicial
triijiinals to be pronounced upon.
Mr. 11 A.M.MiiSi). If the Senator will allow me to say one word

more, I shall have done.
Mr. Wilson. Certainly.
Mr. II.A.M.MoSD. It so happens th.at I was Governor of the

State when Mr. Hoar came. I had known him before in Con-
gress, .ind he li.id olteii avowed to me that he was not an alio-

litionist. lie was a pleasant, kind old gentleman, well inform-
ed, and I had a sort of li iendship for him during the short time
that I sat near him in Congress. He came, and sent me his

commission under the broad seal of the State of Massachusetts.
Knowing that perhaps there might be some violence done, I
took care that no violence should be done towards him; artd

although he was, as you may say, ejected from the State, he WiiS

only told the sitaalion and circumstances of atVairs. and po-
litely asked, and escorted by some of the Hrst geiitleinen of
Charleston to the boat. Why did Massachusetts send us a
commissioner liut for an incendiary purpose? If she wished
to try the constitutionality of that law, she could have got
lawyers enough in Charleston.
Mr. Wilson. She tried.

Mr. llAMMiiMi. Well, then, if she could not get a lawyer
there, she ought to have known that the state of jiublic feel-

ing was such that sending a commissioner there was an act of
aggression; and what right had she to send a commissioner
there to produce an abolition excitement in the city of

Charleston ?

Mr. \\ iLSdN. Mr. President, I am very glad of the i> po.se

we have here today from South Carolina in regard to tliia

law
Mr. H.AMMOND. I am not at all aware of the fact that she

could not get a lawer there. I doubt very much whether It is

so. She cimld not have tried all the lawyers. There are law-
yers enough now who would do it, and I I'elieve alwa,^s were.
Mr. Wilson. Mr. President. South Carolina has a law,

passed when that Senator was (Jovernor, making it an offence

against the law to act as counsel in such a case. I have the
law before me.
Mr. I i y.MMdND. That was after this.

."Mr. Wilson. It was.
Mr. Il.y.M.MOND. And in consequence of it.

Mr. Wii.soN. Now, Mr. President, let us understand each
other. The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Chls.m't] says

that this excitement in 18-14 was owing to the aggressions of
Massachusetts on South Carolina. What aggressions ?

Mr. Cmksnut. Shall I answer.
Mr. Wilson. Certainly.
.Mr. Chksnut. Why, sir, the aggi'essions were of the most

palpable and continual character, by the people of Massachu-
setts, by the citizens of Massachusetts, by the abolitionists

of Massachusetts. I suppose the new P.epublican partjr,

under its rebaptismal name, had not appeared; but Uarn-



n
son, that teacher at whose font the pentleman was bap-
tized in his ideas of liberty—a man whose opinion of llje
Constitution of tlie country is, that it is a league with death
and a covenant with hell—tliat very teacher from whom the
Kentleiiian, as appeared from what was read here yesterday,
had taken his lessons of patriutisiii, of devotion to the country
and to lil)erty : tliat very man, and all his class, had been ex-
citmg the people, sending abolition emissaries, distributing
abolition documents to us. Tliat was the asigression of the
citizens of Massachusetts, which the people of South Carolina
had a right to protect themselves against.
Mr. Wilson. Mr. President, the Senator rose for the pur-

poseof telling me what aggressions had been perpetrated up-
on las own State, and he states no aggression ; he has none to
state. The people of .Massachusetts never made an agi-'ression
on the people of South Carolina to this hour, and that Senator
cannot put liis finger on a solitary one. I defy him to do it
I say liere, tu-day, to that Senator, that lie has not, and the
men whom he associates with never have, produced the sliad-
o_w of evidence that any such attempt was ever made by the
citizens of Massachusetts to incite slaves to insurrection in
boutU Carolina, at any time, or on any occasion. Uefore lie
makes that declaration again, I ask him to give us one fact,
one well-autlieiitiLMted fact.

l!ut the other .-eiiator from i^outh Carolina [Mr. H.wimond]
couiii.aiiis tliat ue sent this agent, because we miglit have em-
ployed lawyers in ( harleston. I say to that Senator, that Mas-
sachusetts did endeavor to engage lawyers in Charleston to
take tins c;ise, nut she could not obtain a lawyer in Charleston
to test the case; and we sent Mr. Hoar to South Carolina to
try the case, and South Carolina would not allow him to take
that case into court. She passed a law that one of her most
distinguished men on the bench of the Suineiiie Court pro
nounced unconstitutional. Massachusetts wished to test it,
and sent a lawyer there when she could not obtain one in the
fctate. the one she sent was driven from the State, and then
a law was passed making it a penitentiary otfence to come
there and try that matter again, and making it an offence for
a South I. arolina lawyer to take a case of the kind.
On the lyth December, 1844, the Legislature of South Caro-

lina passed a law to prevent any person thereafter coming in-
to the State for the purpose, or any attorney or other per-
Boii in the State, from instituting any proceeding that should
test the constitutionality of her law of l.s-20, which imprisoned
anil sold into perpetual slavery the free colored persons of the
Morth coming into the State in merchant vessels or otherwise;
'Siting any such person with the most fearful penalties

Ihe first section of the law enacted, among otiier things,
that if Huy iierson, on his own behalf, or in virtue of any an-
tliorit.v from miy .-^tate, should come within the limits of South
Caroiii,:t with intent to counteract or hinder the oiieration of
such laws as liave been made in relation to slaves or frke pfr-
Ruxs or uoi.oR, he shall, on conviction, be sentenced to banish-
ment, .INDTOSUCH FI.NE AND IMPRISON.MENT AS MAY BK DEEMED
rriTi.vo BY THE court wuich shall have tried the offence :

tliat IS, for life, if the court iilease.
The second section enacts, among other things, that if any

person within the State shall accept any commission or autho-
rity from any other State, and shall do anything to counteract
or hinder the operation of such laws, he shall, on conviction,
be sentenced to pay for the first offence a fine not exceeding
»1,UIIU, and be imprisoned not exceeding one year: and for
the second offence, he shall be imprisoned for seven years, and
pay a like fine, or be banished from the State, in the discretion
of the court.
The third section enacts that the Governor shall require any

person coming into South Carolina on his own liehalf, or for
any State, fur any purpose " having relation to the laws or
regulations of this State on the subject of slaves or free per-
sons of color." to depart from the limits of the State in fortv-
eight hours, on pain of banishment from the State, and fine
and imprisonment at thf, disckbtion of the court
Ihe fourth section enacts, among other things, that a second

ollence against the third section s/idll be punished by an im-
prisonment not less than seven years, and by fine not less than
tl.UllO, and banistiment.
On the same day, the same State enacted a law taking away

all benefits, privileges, or rights, under the writ of lial>e,tx
corpus horn "every negro or free person of color who shall
enter this State on board any vessel, as a cook, steward, or
manner, or in any other employment on board such vessel "

Sir, they have a law in the State of Virginia authorizing tlie
otticers of that State to go on board vessels, and charge thecommander five dollars for making the examin.ition They
have an institution in Virginia that lier Senator [Mr Misii.n]
tells us •ennobles the white man and tlie libick man;" but
they have got a class in the community, the negroes, who
somehow or other, do not like that kind of nobility, and they
try to run away from this ennobling system; and so they try
to hide themselves, it is said, on board vessels, and suffer all
the inconveniences of a long passage, in order to escape from
tins system that ennobles them, and then the officers charge
five dollars for making tlie examination; and if a vessel sails
out of lialtimore. and passing by the coast of Virginia is pre-
vented by liead winds from continuing her journey, a vessel
that goes into the hari.ors of Virginia only to anchor, is visited
and charged live dollars.
Mr. MA.SON. Will the Senator allow me one moment'
Mr. Wilson. Certainly.
Mr.AlASON. I have not looked back at my language on the

occasion referred to; but I think I am in the habit of using
language that is appropriate. I did not, I am certain, use the
term "ennoble" in that connection, only because it would
have been unmeaning. I presume I said -what I meant to
say, and hete repeat—that the experience of the Southern
States has shown that the condition of .\frican bondage ele
yates both races. Now. sir, as to tfiis law, I cannot give the
honorable Senator any specific instances, because I have not
treasured them up; but the honorable Senator knows enough
of the cotemporaneou< history of the country to know that
coasting vessels along the Chesapeake Hay have more than
once stolen, secreted, and carried awar the slaves of the pro-

prietors upon Its shores. It was to prevent that, that the State
of \ irginia, with full power and a perfect right, passed that
police law appointing a set of otticers, whose duly it is to ex-
amine every coasting vessel, and see that she has not kidnap-
ped any of our slaves; and the fee— I do not know what it is,
five dollars probably, or whatever it is—1 take it for granted is
paid by those whose misfortune subjects them to that surveil-
lance. It is a police law of the State ; and whether the State
has a right to pass it or not, is a matter which the State will
determine for itself and by itself
Mr. Wilson. A word about the Senator's language I hap-

pened to hear it, and 1 find it here before me. He said

:

"The South had been led to examine the suliject because
of the abolition agitation; and it is now almost universally
believed that the best condition of the .\frican race is the one
they are now subjected to in the South, and that it is ennobling
to both races, white and black."

Mr. Mason. Will the Senator tell me where he got that re-
port y

Mr. Wilson. I cannot; but it is correct, for I heard it.

Mr. Mason. I will not appeal to any Senator; but I will ask
whether it is possible, knowing something of the use of terms,
that I could liave applied that term to the black race—that it
ennobled them ?

_
Mr. Clark. I desire to say, for one, that I distinctly heard

It, and other Senators around me did.
Mr. .Mason. Then I will not say that I did not use it; but I

think, if I did. 1 must have iieen very unfortunate in the use
of terms. The meaning was "elevate."
Mr. Clark. 1 will say to the Senator that we at the time

thought it very singulai- that the term should be used, and it
caused some remark among us.

Mr. .Mason. It was a mistake of terms. I do not remember
the occasion ; but the iiroper term is '"elevate."

.Mr. WiL,suN. W hy should a law of that kind be imposed on
those who have committed no offence ? \Vliy should Virginia
not |>ay her own police ollicers? Why should they board ves-
sels sailing li oiii Balliiiioie, who are sent in iiy stress of weath-
er, and tax them five dollars for making this examination?
But the .-eiiator says it is a policy of their own. 1 believe it
to be an unconstitutional act. At any rate. I know it to be an
unjust and unfair one ; and I put that act among the other
acts of aggression that the people of this country are subjected
to by the slave system. No right, no interest, can stand for a
moment, when the interests of slavery are involved.

Sir, what are the facts before the country to-dav-' Is it not
true that men are arrested in many of the Southern States
who are travelling ui their Ijusiness? that laboringmen are
arrested, intuited, ami punished':' that men are banished from
their hearths and homes:-' that laws are being passed to sell
colored men into slavery unless they leave their native States?
Has not Aikan^as passed an act of that character y Has not
such an act just been arrested by the veto of the Covernor
of Missomi;'' lias not Judge Catron denounced those laws as
a proposition to work an oppression and outrage? To-day, in
the Southern States of this Union, our mails may be opened.
Is a Senator on this side of the Chamber safe in nearly half
the States of this Union:-' I say to you. to-day. wliat Senators
around me will hear wiiiiets to, that our franks are not safe in
many of the States of tliis Union. Is not this a violation of
the ri'-'ht of b'ee speech, the right of freedom of the press, and
a violation of the sanctity of the mails? Are not these ag-
gressions upon the rights of American citizens? Are they not
the grossest aggressions—aggressions that would mark any
tiovernment on earth where they existed as a despotism?

Hut, sir. the Senator from .Mississippi said, in the course of
his remarks, that, when 1 referred to the passage of a slave-
code in New .Mexico, I said what I could not have known to
be the case. I have the letter of the Delegate of that Terri-
tory, and it reads

:

'"At the solicitation of General R. Davis, of Mississippi, I
now write you. requesting you to draw up a law for the pro-
tection of property in slaves in New Mexico, and cause it to
be passed by our Legislature."

Then the request is, that this law, when passed, shall be sent
to tlie ^olltll^'|ll neu'spaiiers. and sent very quickly to the New
York lln-iild. This letter is adilre.ssed b;^ the Delegate from
New .Mexico to the Secretary of that Territory, requesting him
to draw up and pass such a law, and this at the request of
General R. Davis, of .Missis.«ippi.

But the Senator from Mississippi suggested that the Northern
Democracy, in ease w,- have a contest, will, in the language
of (iem-ral dishing, •throttle" us in our own States. Now,
sir. 1 should like to have an niidei standing on this subject. I
want to know from the Senator from .Mijsissippi, whether, in
the event of the happening of the contingency to which cer-
tain Senators look, the election of a Kepublican President,
and an atiemptis made to go out of the Union, or, rather,
following the suggestion of the Senator from North Carolina,
to stay here, and ho <l on to the Capitol, to engage in a bloody
struggle, be is authoii-/,eil to speak for the Democracy of my
State, and say they will sustain him and the gentlemen with
whom lie acts? Have they authorized him to speak forthem,
and to answer his friends that they will '"throttle us where we
stand ?"

Mr. Davis. The Senator asks me a question, and, ifhewishes
me to answer it now, I will answer it, of course. I suppo.se he
could hardly have expected any other answer than that which
I must necessarily give, tliat I have no aiitlioritv to speak for
the Democracy of Massachusetts. It seems to be almost a su-
perfluous question. My reference to General Cushing was to
an expression which he used in a speech made and published
in Massachusetts, and I considered him very good authority
for those of whom he spoke.
Mr. \\nsiiN. .Mr. President, General Cushing is very good

authority for himself at the time he makes a declaration. He
cami to these Halls about twenty-five years ago, and he made
the Lous of Kepresentatives ring with his eloquence against
what he NNas pleased to call the aggressions of the South ; and
whenever Massachusetts was assailed—and she was assailed
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then as she is now—he came to her defence. AVhen she was
taunted with love of liberty, he said he gloiied in it, for anti-

slavery was but the synonym for love of lilierty. General
Cushing has seen tit to change his views, and at the present
time lie is certainly the greatest agitator we have in New Eng-
land, making speeches remarkable for their intemperate zeal,

writing the most singular letters, some of which I have liefore

nie : and I must confess my utter amazement that a gentleman
of the very large intelligence of General Cusliing should pen
letters of such an inflammatory and ridiculous character.
This phrase, "throttle us," is one of his imprudent declara-
tions, which only excite the amusement of the people in Mas-
sachusetts,
But, sir, this is not the first time this idea has been thrown

out during tliese debates, that the Democracy of the North
will take care of us if such a contest should arise. I should
like to know whether the Democratic Senators and Repi'esent-
atives from the North will rise in their places here, and say
that, in the event of the election in November next to the

Presidency of the Senator from New York [Mr. Sewahd], or
the Senator from Maine [Mr. Fessknden], or any other of the
Senators about me, or any of the public men who are the ac-
cepted leaders of the Republican party, the a(lministratioti
will not be permitted to come into power, and the Union be
dissolved? I want to know if those Senators are ready to
pledge the support of the Northern Democrats to that policy ?
If so, I should like to have them put the assurance upon the
records of the Senate. Do the Democratic Senators from the
North intend to aid those wlio are now men.acing the Union? .

Sir, if Democratic Senators from the loyal North and West
intend to give aid to those who are now menacing the unity
of the I{epul)lic, if the Uepresentatives of the Northern De-
mocracy in these Chambers have given assurances tliat when
tlie contest comes, if come it must, for the preservation of that
Union wliich makes us one people, they will throttle us in our

.

tracks, let them now put theii intentions upon the records of
the country. Let them speak for themselves.
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SPEECH

HON. S © .^

TWENTY-SE^^ENTH SENATE DISTRICT.

m SENATE—February, 1S60.

Penntor LAWRENCE, of the 1st District, hav-
ing spoken against the position taken by the

Governor in his Annual Message, on the subject

of Slaverj^,

Jlr. HAMMOND replied as follows :

I thank the Senator from the 1st for bringing

the subject of our federal relations before tbe

Senate. By federal relations, sir, I mean the

relations between the States and the penple of

the several States. I thank him for the broad
range he has taken in this discussion ; and while

the difference between us is world-v.ide, I can do
justice to the ability if not tlie good taste of his

effoit. And yet, sir, I had hoped that this irre-

pressible conflict would not have been precipita-

ted upon us here during the present session. But
it is our destiny to encounter it everywhere. It

is above, beneath and around us ; and, sir, since

come it must, I again thank the gentleman for

ushering it in. Take notice, sir, and let it be re-

corded for reference, that this slavery agitation

has not been introduced here by republicans.

The call of the clans has been sounded by demo-
cratic bugles; the first blow has come from de-

mocratic iiands. Let no man, then, charge us as

being the asitators.

Sir, perhaps it is best that this great question be-

tween fi'eedoni and slavery should be discussed on
this floor, and at this time. It is in the hearts of

the people everywhere. It goes ringingfiom the

Gulf to the gieat lakes—from the rock-bound
coast of New England across the continent, to

mingle with the sound of the waves that lave the

Pacific coast. Sir, there is some fear, some dan-

ger in this agitation
; but there is vastly more of

hope. We can look through the mist and cloud

that liangs over this confederacy to-day, and see in

the future a strength as enduring, a progress as

matchless, as in the past. Nations, sir, have their

ague-chills, and we are sufl'eringone of the paro.K-

isms that belong to ours. But there is in this

young country a rccui)erative power, a consti-

tutional vigor, so to speak, that will carry us safely

through
;
and though to-day may be one of dark-

ness and storm, the glory of the sunlight wilj

be all over the earth again to-morrow.
Time was, sir, when we said there was no

North, no South, no East, no West. That time
has passed away. The East and the West have
drifted to the North, and the North and the South
have grown to be gigaiuic antagonisms, rearing
their vast pro])ortions against eacli other in a
hostility that threatens the upheaval of the Union,
and, strange as it will sound in history, a hostil-

ity based upon a fundamental difference on the
great question of human liberty. Strange, sir,

is it not, that in this free country—the freest,

most progressive and prosperous in tlie round
world, surrounded and protected by more guar-
anties of freedom, more safeguards against ty-

ranny, where human senius has the widest range,

human enterprise the broadest scope, and human
energy the fewest obstacles in the way of its pro-
gress of any nation under the whole heavens,
having too a glorious history made up of trials

heroically endured, and triumphs gloriously won,
—that even this great republic should, in the

midst of its career of prosperity and progress, be
in danger of being wrecked by a conflict having
for its object the perpetuation and spread, on the
one hand, and the limitation, on the other, of

human slavery!—that the free people of this

free country should be ready to clutch eacli oth-

er's throats over the mightiest oppression that
the sun or the stars ever shone upon !

I said, that perhaps it is well to discuss this

great question in this chamber, and at this time.

What we may say here will go out to the world
as in some measure the sentiments and opinions
of the people of this great Stat« whom we repre-

sent. Sir, there is need of a truthful representa-

tion of those sentiments and opinions, that the

people of other States may know the streagih



and volume ot tnat current in favor of free

thought, free institutions, free labor, and free

soil, that is svveepinu; over the greatest in this

great confederation of States. Sir, it is time that

the truth should be spokeu. It is time that the

calumny of our opponents, in our own and other

States, who have maligned the people of New
York, should be refuted by a calm but firm and
frank avowal of a sentiment that pervades all

hearts in this fiee State. Sir, I care not Avhat

Democracy may say, speaking through its or-

gans. I care not what demagogues may say, on
this floor or elsewhere. I care not what your
professional orators, your learned lawyers, whose
sympathies have been dried up by delving among
the dust and rubbish of ancient and tiie more
brilliant sophisms of modern laws, may say on

this subject. I speak, sir, what you and I do
know, that in this State the love of freedom and
hatred of oppression, whatever shape it may as-

sume, is organic in the hearts of our people, as

pervading as the air we breathe, as universal as

the liglit by day or the darkness by night. Sir,

I speak not now of political parties, nor of poli-

tical organizations. I, speak of the people, and
of the whole people. They love freedom, and
hate oppi-ession and wrong. They love fieedt)m

and liate slavery ; and that man, reared and edu-
cated in this State, is false to himself, recreant to

the impulses of his own heart, a traitor to liis

own instincts, who denies this living fact. On
this great fundamental principle, all are agreed;

and though we may wrangle over the manner of

manifesting our love of freedom and hatred of

slavery, still the fact remains, and the world, our

sister States, should be made to understand it.

On this question, the popular mind is made up.

Argument is thrown away upon us. We have
gone back to first principles, and taken our stand

on the side of Christianity, on the side of pro-

gress, on the side of civilization, and in defence

of human rights. Calumny will not move us;

denunciation, threats, will not intimidate us. The
spirit of the age, the popular sentiment through-
out the world, is with us. The differences be-

tween the people of this State and the propagan-
dists of human slavery, those wlio would make
it an outspreading and progressive institution,

are wide as the poles, deep as the foundations

of right, and eternal as God. I repeat, sir, I am
not now speaking of tlie Republican Party, but

of the Peo^^le. I sj^eak not the sentiment of my-
self or my political associates alone, but of a

sentiment that nestles in the heart of every man.
Even the Senator from the 1st, with all his pro-

fessions of nationality, all his party subserviency

to the interests of Slavery, notwithstanding his

association with the mouthing patriotism that is

shaped by cotton bales and burrows in the sweet-

ness of hogsheads of sugar, even my friend has

not been able wholly to crush the divinity that

stirs within him. Even he has been compelled
to yield a tribute, cold and reluctant and unwil-

ling to be sure, but still a tribute to that senti-

ment in favor of free institutions which is well-

ing up all over the State.

But, Sir, it is one thing to have the humanity
to feel, and another the courage to express the
sentiment that is in us. It is one thing to know
the right, and another to possess the boldness to

do it. I have said, Sir, that this sentiment in

favor of freedom is universal throughout the

north ; but, Sir, it shames me to say, that there

are craven spirits who cowed by the arrogan*

{)retension of the domineering propagandists of

human slavery, and under the lash of party drill,

meanly sujjpress tlie instincts of their nature, and
stultify their own convictions of right

" For 80 much trash as a man may grasp thus."

Sir, I can respect a man who has been edu-
cated in the midst of Slavery, who has grown
up under the influence, imbibed the sentiments,

and become familiarized with that absolu-

tism, which is the fundamental principle of

a slaye code. I can resjiect such a man as an
apologist for the existence of slave institutions.

I can excuse him foi' advocating their extension.

I can forgive him, even though lie insists, that it

is not wrong to buy and sell men ;
but, Sir, I

have no charity for, I cannot fellowship, the

man who, in these times of enlightenment, and
in this free State, with the light of discussion

blazing all around him, with freedom to talk,

freedom to reason, freedom to think ui)on this

great subject, meanly suppresses his convictions,

speaking with bated breath and walking with a

cringing gait ; suriendering in coward fear his

manhood; bartering his birthright of independ-

ence ; his heritage of freedom for a mess of ])ot-

tage, compared with which, that for which Esau
sold his birthrigh was a monarch's feast. Sir, I

can respect a slaveholder; there are honorable

men, patriotic men. Christian men among them.

Men who are conscientious in their pro-slavery

faith; but, sir, language fails to express my
measureless scorn of a northern doughface. Let

no man accuse me now of using language unbe-

coming this place. We have heard three hun-

dred thousand voting men, citizens of our Siate,

men to the manner of freedom born, denounced
as traitors. We have heard ourselves maligned,

the Republican Party of this State, and all the

North, denounced as traitors and rebels to the

constitution. We have listened calmly to this

gigantic lie (pardon the use of this strong old

Saxon word), reaching through an hour of fo-

rensic essay ; and are we to choose our words, to

select gentle phrases, when we hurl back this

stupendous calumny upon our traducers.

But, sir, let us go back to the subject of this

discussion. I said, that the sentiment in favor

of free institutions pervaded all the North. That

it was in the heart of every man in whom was a

living soul. True, there are those who in cow-

ard fear, close their lips against the utterance of

the thought that is in them. True, there nre

others who, in their craven dread of pnrtv drill,

the sneer of demagogues, or their greed for of-

ficial spoil, deny or seek to pervert this enno-

bling sentiment, who
"Bi nd the pregnant hinges of the knee,
That thrift may foUnw fawning"

But, sir, that sentiment is in the hearts of all,

and it will not be clean crushed ont.

Sir, it is this love of free institution.s, of free

thought, free speech, free discussion, free labor

and free soil ; of making freedom and the S|)iead

of free institutions, the leadiiig feature of the

yiolicy of this great republic, that form the

foundation stones and the strong jiillars of the

Republican Party. Sir, that i>arty was not an

accident. It was not the work of intriguants.

It was not the creation of politicians. It whs a

necessity growing out of the exigencies of the

times. It was a logical sequence of the genius



and spirit of the age. Ifc was more, even than
this. It was but tlie carrying out to tlieir re-

mote but inevitable results, those princijiles

wliicli underlaid uur Revolution itself. The
spirit, sir, tliat moved our fathers to breali the

yoke of Iviirgs ; that pruckiimed that all men
were by nature free; that they were endowed
with certain inalienable rights, among which
were life, liberty, and the {)ursuit of happiness,

was not a myth, but a living, and immortal entity.

Hiiwever it may have slumbered in the past, it

became flesh and duelt among us. The great

truths which that spirit dictated, and which
Wfc^re embodied in our Declaration of Independ-
ence, were not metaphysical abstractions, were
not ' glittering generalities," but living and
everlasting facts. They were more tlian mere
profession—they were articles of living faith

;

and as intelligence increased, and the value of

freedom developed itself, these great truths have
grown into a higher appreciation, and received

a deejier sanction.

They teach us, sir, the value of human rights,

and they rouse us to a hatred of oppression and
wrong. They teach us to estimate the value of

a man, not m dollars and cents, not by the price

he will bring in market, but because he is a man,
Wealing the image and stamped with the signet

of the Almighty, having within him a reasoning
spirit and a soul that is immortal.

Sir, these great truths have a practical and ir-

resistible influence over human progress, and
they have been moving us forward for genera-
tions. They are gathering force and volume al-

ways. They created tire necessity for, and then
fashione'l the Republican Party. Call it, if you
please, the fragments of pre-existing parties. Be
it so. Those parties were shivered by collision

with these great truths. Call it, if you please,

the shattered remains of old political organiza-
tions. Be it so. It was these great truths that
destroyed the cohesiveness of those old organiza-
tions. These great truths, sir, had a mission of
destruction as well as of reconstruction—to kill

as well as to make alive. They destroyed pre-
existing parties, to collect the scattered fragments
and breathe into thnm new and immortal life.

They killed the old political organizations to

make alive a new one, that should be purged of
moral cowardice, and have the courage to stand
up boldly and always for the right.

Sir. in the heat of discussion great men often
use expressions which, though uttered without
premeiiitation, are so pregnant with meaning, so
full 01 philosophy, so in accordance with the
genius of the age, that the people take them up.
ai\d convert them into pi-overbs.

It was thus, sir, with Mr. Seward, when he
used the expression which the Senator from
the first repeated with a sneer, and which now
goes ringing from Maine to Texas, and from the
Atlantic to the Pacific coast. There was nothing
new in the idea. It was the same conflict that
has been waging since history lifted the curtain
from the everlasting past. A conflict old as hu-
man traditions. The conflict between right and
wrong— between human rights and imperial
sway—between freedom and oppression. It was
this " irresistible conflict" which impelled the
sturdy barons of England, with sharp swords in
their hands, to force Magna Charta from King
John. It was this same irrepressible conflict

that sent the Mayflower bounding over the ocean,

with her pilgrim exiles seeking a refuge and a
home in a wilderness country beyond the reach
of tlie oppressor's arm. It was this irrepressible

conflict that gave tliis great republic a place

among the nations of the earth, and made us,

the people of these States, free, independent,
self-governing and self-governed men. It falsified

the traditions of old, bearded and hoary with
age as they were, that self-government was a de-

lusion, and republican rule a fable. Sir, it was
this same irrepressible conflict, eternal in the

past, as it will be in the future, between right

and wrong, between freedom and oppres>ion,

between progress into a broader and better light

and retrogression that created the necessity tor a

Republican Party, that gave it vitality, power,
triumph.

It is this same irrepressible conflict that will

carry this party forward to greater power and
a more enduring triumpih.

Sir, I heard the Senator from the first pro-

phecy its downfall. It is not the first predic-

tion of a lying prophet that has been or will be
falsified by the logic of time. Democracy has
more than once foretold its destruction, even
when itself went down before the sweep of its

battle-axe. It still lives, and will continue to

live till its great mission shall have been accom-
plished ; and woe to the puny spoilsman, woe to

the banner-men of slavery, woe to the mouthing
demagogues who for the sake of a selfish and
groveling ambition would sow discord between
the States, and scatter strife where all should be
peace. They will be before it like chaflf be-
fore the tempest. They will be under its feet

like straw upon the threshing floor.

Sir, this Republican Party loves freedom and
intends to maintain it. It loves free territory

and intends to protect it. It is in everlasting

hostility to human slavery, and it intends to

avow, and does avow it always. But, sir, it loves

the Constitirtion and the Uirion, and intends to

regard all the sanctions of the one and be firm

in its loyalty to the other. It not only intends
to observe all the sanctions of the Constitution,

but intends that others shall be made to regard
them too. It loves the Union, and is resolved
that its strong arm shall sustain and preserve it.

It loves the rights of the States, and intends to

sustain them. It loves State sovereignty, and
intends to perpetuate it.

Sir, on this great issue of slavery it is

frank and free of speech, while it will be firna

and impregnable in action. It is accused of in-

terfering with the domestic institutions of the

States. It is false. It is accused of interfering

with the rights of the citizens of other States.

It is false. It is accused of encouraging invasion

of other States. It is false. It is accused of in-

citing insurrection and a servile war in other
States. It is false—ten thousand times false

—

and he is recreant alike to justice, to patriotism,

and to truth, who utters the infamous calumny.
Sir, the Republican Party recognizes the right

of every State, from the hour of its admission
into the Union, to establish or abolish slavery
within its own domain, and it denies that any
power on earth outside of such State has any
right to interfere. The Republican Party regards

slavery as a State institution, and is ready to

protect it within the States, against invasion from
any quarter. When danger shall threaten a
slave w'tate, whether through invasion from witLf



out or rebellion within, the Republican party of

the State of New York will be prompt in its aid

of money and men to assist her. ^

The Republican Party of the State of New
York makes tlie sovereignty of the States a fun-

rtaniental article in its creed. It will be found
even with the foremost when that sovereignty

shall be in danger, whether that danger assail

South Carolina or New York. It regards State

sovereignty, and that in no restricted sense, as

the palladium of our liberties. As a State, we
liave the exclusive power over the subject of

slavery within our own borders. We can estab-

lish it or abolish it as and when we please, and
no human power has any right to interfere with

us. We will permit no human power to interfere

with U-! ; and what the Republican Party claims

for itself in our own State, it accords in a spirit

of cheerful and earnest frankness to every other

State. If Virginia chooses to perpetuate slavery

in her own domain; that, sir, is her business, and
not ours ; and hers is all the glory and all the

shame of the policy she chooses to jjursue. We
have no right, and no disposition, to interfere in

dictating her course or coercing her policy. No
Republican has ever proposed to interfere with

her. It is false, sir, wickedly false, tliat the Re-
publican Party, or any member of it, has ever

jri'oposed to do so. There are madmen, frantic

zealots in all countries, and they have existed in

all ages. You will find them at the South, fren-

zied in their zeal for slavery and mad for a disso-

lution of the Union. These, sir, nestle in the bo-

som of Democracj^ and And no word or sign of

repulsion. You will find them at the North,

frenzied in their zeal against slavery ; but, sir,

they do not affiliate with Republicanism. They
are meteors skiving through the political heavens,

having no orbit, belonging to no system, flashing

out of the gloom only to disappear again into

the darkness.

Sir, will the Senator from the 1st go further

tlian this in the protection of State rialits or in

vindication of State sovereignty 7 Will he ask

the Republican Party to go further in tliat direc-

tion 1 Sir, I said the Republican Party loved

freedom and hates slavery ; and frankness de-

mands the avowal that, while it regards slavery

as a State institution, and is ready to protect it

there, it will never consent that it shall spread

one inch beyond the boundary of the States. It

will never consent that one inch of territory now
free shall be surrendered to its sway, or that its

shadow shall ever darken one foot of the nation-

al domain. It will never consent that soil once

consecrated to freedom shall be desecrated by the

footprint of a slave. It will never consent to the

acquisition of another acre of slave territory,

whether by conquest or by purchase. It will

never consent to the admission of another slave

State into the Union, otherwise than as such

State may be made by a division of Texas into

two or more States. This, sir, is the Republican

creed, as I understand it, upon the subject of

sla\'ery. Upon this ground the Rejniblican Party
will stand in 1860, and from which it can neither

be persuaded nor driven. If defeated in 1860, it

will stand there in 1864, and in 1868, and in 1872,

and always, until this great conflict shall have
ended by the triumph or annihilation of freedom.

Sir, like the Democracy of the South, we re-

pudiate the Douglas idea of Squatter Sovereign-

ty ; and my friend from the 1st may as well

make up his mind that his theory on this subject
is a doomed theory. The South repudiates it,

and the North repudiates it. Freedom repudi-
ates it, and Slavery repudiates it; and between
these opposing forces, the plastic Doughfaces
who sustain it will be squeezed into political an-
nihilation. The Republican Party, sir, holds
with the Governor that the Territories are under
the rule of Congress, and must continue to re-

main so until they enter the Union as States.

Such, sir, is the simple creed of the Republican
Party, in its great and essential features. But
tliere are other opinions which it holds. It

holds that slavery is and can be the creature only
of positive law. The relation of master and slave,

is one sanctioned by no natural law. It is oppos-
ed to all sound philosophy of human government
and human right. It can exist only by the rule

of the strongest ; and its foundations rest upon
that axiom of tyrants, that miglit makes right.

AVe hold, that by the common law of the world,

no man can hold property in man. That pro-

perty, sir, can only be acquired by legislative

enactment. Hence; there can be no slaveiy

without a statute creating and establishing it

;

and hence again, there can be no slavery in the

territories, unless it shall be established there

by a law of Congress. You may be sure, sir,

that no such law can ever be passed, while the

Republican Party has a voice that shall influence

the national councils.

And now, sir, will my friend from the first, tell

me which article of the Republican creed is in

violation of the Constitution 1 Will he point me
to the clause with Avhich it is in conflict 1 Sir,

I desire to keep on constitutional grounds.

Much as I hate slavery, I love the Constitution

more. I desire to be enlightened as to my con-

stitutional duties, and the constitutional rights

of my fellow-citizens, with whom I may differ

on this great question, involving the prosperity

and progress of our common country. Sir, I do
not want assertion. I want the book, the article

and the section, that I may read and study it.

We ha\'e plenty of assertion, plenty of dictation,

plenty of blustering, and plenty of assumption of

wisdom about the constitutional rights of slavery.

I am sick and tired of all this. I want the

article and the section.

Are we asked, sir, why the political contest of

the times, have been narrowed down to this

issue between freedom and slavery ; between the

progress of free institutions and the progress of

slave institutions 1 I answer, that it has been
impossible to avoid it. The irrepressible con-

flict is our destiny, and it is upon us now. The
issues that divided the old parties have passed

away. They were ephemeral in their nature, so

far as they were practical, relating to the tem-

porary policy of the country in its foreign and
domestic relations. Those issues have drifted

away on the currents of progress, or been passed

in the onward march of our common country.

Measures that divided the opinions of our peo-

ple, have become so established, that no sensible

man questions their wisdom ;
or so buried in the

dead past, that no sane man would hope to re-

vive them. Time, the great living test of nation-

al policy, has settled, by its resistless demonstra-

tions, the questions which agitated the country,

and arrayed political organizations against each

other in times past. They have had their day,

and have passed into history. Sir, I said this



irrepressible conflict was eternal as right and
wrong; and while all other Issues have been
passing away, this conflict has been gathering

strength and power. True, sir, we have sought

to avoid it. We have put it away on the right

hand, and shoved it aside on the left ; we have
pushed it away from before us, and thrust it

bacli behind us. But it would not be put oft'.

Tlie spirit of slavery is restless as it is wrong. It

will not leave us alone; it will not be let

alone. It troubled our fathers when this

great union was formed. It troubled the

saiies and patriots who framed the federal

constitution. It troubled the statesmen wlio

guided this country in its infancy ; and tlicy saw
witli ])rnphetic vision the mightier troubles

whicli it would occasion in the years to come.

It was present when Louisiana was purchased.

It reared its head higlier, and spoke with a voice

more potential in 1820, when Missouri was added
to the Union. It stood in still loftier and more
compact stature, when Texas was annexed, and
in 1850 when it demanded to be nationalized.

It was matured in strength, in 1854, when it de-

manded of a Democratic administration and a

subservient Democratic Congress, that every

barrier standing in the way of its progress

towards supremacy, sliould be swept away. It

stands now, sir, in all its giant proportions, con-

fident in its power, arrogant, overbearing, turbu-

lent, reckless of violence, and careless of results;

demanding the first and prominent place in the

politics and policy of the country. It has

crowded every other issue out of the political

arena, and stands there at last, alone, armed and
jjanopled for battle, determined on expaiision,

and detiant of opposition. I repeat, sir, tlie irre-

pressible conflict is upoQ us; but it is without

our fault. It has been forced upon us, and we
must sit down in craven silence, or fight it out to

the bitter end.

Sir, do you comprehend the length and
breadth of tliis conflict, the stupendous issues

dependent upon its results ? Did the Senator from
the first, when he swung over to the side of

slavery, and in his youthful zeal charged upon
the frBcdom-loving men of the North—upon you
and me, sir, upon every man around this circle;

upon every man of his State who takes sides

with freedom in the controversy thus forced

\ipon us—the crime of treason against the Con-
stitution and the Union ; did he comprehend
the Jiature of this conflict ? Did he appreciate

the character of the charges he so recklessly

made, or the nature of the associations into

which be so madly plunged ? Sir, I will not

speak of slavery in a humanitarian sense, I will

not discuss its moral or religious bearing upon
those who exercise or tho.se who are subjected to

its sway. To do so would be, in this age of light

and truth, to insult your understanding. But I

do propose to speak of it with reference to its

political influences upon the prosperity and true

glory of this great country, upon the lionor and
tlie perpetuity of our free institutions, and the
integrity of the Union, with reference to the civil

and social rights of the free white men of this

nation. It is right that we should do so. It is

necessary that all may comprehend the nature
and inevitable tendencies of an institution that

claims precedence over freedom and free institu-

tions.

Sir, who will contradict me when I say, that

the system of slavery is at war with every prin-

i.'iple of republican freedom—with the whole
theory and structure of our institutions—that it

IS a living reproach to our country, falsifying all

our professions of regard for human rights. We
boast to the world of our love of freedom. We
are pointed to our three millions of men, created

in the image of God, whom we have robbed of

their humanity, and whom we buy and sell as

chattels in the market. Shall we sink still

deeper in the world's estimation by consenting to

the spread of an institution which belies every

profession of our love of liberty; which is a

perpetual libel upon our theory of government,

and a living refutation of the great truths em-
bodied in our Declaration of Independence ?

But, sir, consider the eflect of this institution

upon the physical prosperity of a nation. Vir-

ginia, at the close of the revolutionary war, was

the leading State of the Union. She was first in

population, and richest in resources. Her cli-

mate was the most salubrious, and her soil the

most productive of all the States. She had har-

bors second to none on the Atlantic coasts ; the

best water power to propel machinery. Her
mountains are full of coal, and her hills of iron.

Her rivers broad and navigable, or easily made
so. With all these advantages, where is Virginia

now? States that were then but a wilderness, on

almost every acre of which the old forests stood

in all their prestine grandeur and primeval

gloom, are away beyond her in population, in

wealth, in enterprise, in everything that makes

up the material prosperity of a nation. From
being the first she has glided down to the fifth or

sixth position in the scale of States, and every

decade she takes a downward step. Her soil, sir,

is becoming exhausted, her people enervated,

lacking in energy, in enterprise, in the power of

progress in a comparative sense, a blight spread-

ing'wider and wider, barrenness creeping further

and further across her once generous and pro-

ductive soil, and desolation being written in

legible characters over district after district of

her once fruitful bosom; and why is all this ?

Sir, study the philosophy of Slavery and you

will understand it. " Thou shalt not muzzle the

ox that treads out the corn," is a command as

binding in its typical sense as is that which de-

clares '• thou Shalt not steal," and the penalty

attixed is the increasing barrenness of the soil

where that command is violated.

Again, sir, look over the map of Virginia, and

trace out her canals and her railroads. Measure

them in distance, and calculate their cost.

Where are her factories, where her workshops?

Does the smoke of her furnaces go columning

u]) to the sky ? Where a stream comes down
from the mountain, or a river leaps over a preci-

pice, does the clank of machinery mingle with

their roar? Has she laid her hand upon the run-

ning waters, and made them utilitarian, com-

pelled them to grind corn, to throw the shuttle

and spin? Sir, the little State of Vermont,

whose narrow territory is cloven by that range of

mountains that stand up in everlasting barren-

ness, but eternal verdure to the sky, has more
miles and a larger amount in cost of public im-

provemeutf than the great State of Virginia.

You will scarcely find a factory or a workshop,

worthy of the name, in all Vu'ginia. You wiU

find the mountain stream unchained, tne plung-

ing river free, with all their motive power u»-



employed. You will see no smoke of furnaces,

no blazing forges. And why? Virginia was a

great State, the greatest in this great confederacy

of States, the mother of heroes, of statesmen, ol'

Presidents, and why is she thus laggard in the

race of progress. Sir, study the philosophy of

slavery and you will understand it. What is

thus true of Virginia is true of every State where
slavery is a cherished institution. It is the trail

of the serpent over them all. Its improvidence

impoverishes the soil. Its inertia liangs like an

incu bus upon enterprise. Its enforciid and un-

paid labor breaks down the energies of the

masses. It is in violation of a great fundamen-
tal law that prosperity can, sir, attach only to a

people where compensation follows physical ex-

ertion and the hope of reward stimulates toil.

Sir, the line between the Free and the Slave

States is as traceable in the difference in the

thi-ift of the people, and the value of their lands,

as it is by the monuments erected to divide

them. Kentucky is a Slave State as pros{-)erous

as any, but her lands, equally productive with

those of Ohio, are not more than half equal in

value to those of the latter to-day. Missouri

has a soil rich as that of Illinois, but the value

of the land of the latter is, on the average, more
than twice that of the former. And why 1

Study the philosophy of Slavery, and you vnW
understand it.

An;ain, sir, Virginia has a broad seaooast, and

as safe harbors as there are in the world. Whei-e,

sir, is the ocean commerce of Virginia'? where
her Ships, her Steamers'! She has none, sir.

The little State of Rhode Island, having but a

single Representative in the lower House of

Congress, has her Ships, her Steamers, and her

external commerce is greater than that of Vir-

ginia. And why '? Study the philosophy of

Slavery and you will understand it.

Study, now sir, the educational statistics of

Virginia. I speak of her, sir, because she

claims to be the leading and most enlightened

Slave State in the Union. The little State

of Connecticut, little only in natural resouices

and in population, in a comparative sense,

has an Education Fund nearly double that

of the grent State of Virginia. Of the white

population of Virginia, one in ten can neither

read nor write. Of those in Connecticut the ra-

tio is as one to seventy-four, including even the

foreign population within her borders. Connec-

ticut, sends out her school teachers over all the

Union, and her Missionaries over all the world

—

her Academies and Colleges are famed through-

out this whole Confederacy—her scholars adorn

the Science, and her writers the Literature of the

world—every child reared within her Territoiy

has the means of acquiring a substantial En-
glish education, free of expense. Is it so in Vir-

ginia 1 Let every tenth man and woman in that

Stale, who can neither read nor write, answer.

What is thus true of Coimecticut is true of al-

most every Free State ; and what is thus true of

Virginia is less than the truth of almost ever}-

other Slave State. In South Carolina, and that

outside of the vice and degradation of the cities,

is a rural white population of over 30,000, one-

ninth of the whole population, so besotted and
degraded, so demoralized and imbruited as to be

the scorn of the slaves of the plantations in the

neighborhood of which they are scattered.

These, sir, are the descendants of those whom, a

hundred years ago, before the full blight and
curse of Slavery had been developed, were small

farmers, prosperous and intelligent in their \v.*<,y,

but whose posterity has thus hopelessly degene-
rated under the demoralizing influences of Sla-

very. Do you ask, sir, why this should be so 1

Study the philosophy of Slavery, and you will be
answere<l.

I have thus far spoken of the effects of slavery

upon the material prosperity of the States in

which it exists, and if I am asked, 'What is

that to us ?" I answer, in all frankness, nothing.

If I am asked again, " If those States choose to

foster and uphold an institution which thus ob-

structs their jsrogress, what is that to us?" I an-

swer again, in all frankness, nothing. If Vir-

ginia chooses to cling to the disease that is M'ast-

ing her, she has the right to do so. It is her

bu.siness, and not ours, and you or I have no
right to interfere,

But when the question arises, as it has arisen,

and is presented to us now, whether this demo-
ralizing institution shall be an outspreading and
progressive one, whether it shall be permitted to

march forward into territory now free, carrying

with it this blight of death into territoi'y in

which you and I, and our posterity, have an in-

terest, under the sanction of national favor and
the protection of Federal law, then, sir, I answer,

that we have much, everytiling, to do with it.

When it is proposed to make the interests ajid

the spread, of shivery, and the protection of slave

labor and slave property the gi'eat leading feature

of our national policy, it comes home to us then,

affects our honor and our rights, is within the

sphere of our duties, and posterity will hold us
responsible for our action.

But, sir, there are other aspects in which this

institution should he regarded. I speak of it

still in a political sense, and of its bearing upon
the material prosperity and social rights of

the people of this country. Sir, the slave spirit

is opposed to social order, turbulent, aggressive,

regardless of legal and constitutional restraints.

Founded upon the baldest violation of human
rights, and sustained only by the law of the

strongest, its imperial elements scoff at the re-

straints of governmental institutions. The Fe-

deral Constitution gnai-antees freedom of opinion

and of the press. Within the last four years, a

citizen of Virginia, occupying a respectable posi-

tion, of unUirnished character and undoubted
loyalty to the Union, was hunted from his fami-

ly and the State, because he attended as a dele-

gate to the Republican Convention that nomin-
ated John C. Fremont, and every paper in Vir-

ginia under the influence of the slave power jus-

tified the outrage.

In Kentucky, the destrirction of a free press

and the celd blooded murder of its editor, are

among the unavenged outrages of the lawless

spirit of slavery. v^

Sir, in what State south of Mason and Dixon's

line would your life or mine be safe, if the facta

of our being members of the Republican Party,

and held to the Republican faith, were known ?

In which Southern State would the life of the

Senator from the first be worth an hour's pur-

chase, if he exercised the right of saying whai
has become organic in his heart, that slavery is

wrong, and wicked in principle, and hurtful to

the prosperity of a country in practice ? Sir,

accounts come to us every day, of insult and



outrage to which free men of the North are sub-

jectt'd while traveling iu the fcjoutheni States, for

sajiiig, or even thinking, greatly less than this in

favor of freedom.
Sir, the Constitution guarantees fre^ dom of de-

bate iu Congress, th:.t ti.e persoris of members
shail be sacred from outrage, that tiiey sh:iU not

be called to account for words spoken or language

used in olHcial discussion.

xV member of Congress, sir, stalke<l into tlip

Senate chamber an<l clubbed down a Senator in

his plac, for speaking iu defence of freedom and
against the spread of slaviry, in language becom-
ing a free man of the free Nonh. Let no man sup-

P"se that the outrage of Brooks -upon Senator

Sumner was the sequence of a personal quarrel,

that the felon blow was the rnsult of personal

hostility, incited by personal insult. Ic was the

mad and lawless spirit of slavery, rioting iu its

normal violence, trampling upon human rights,

scolKug at Constitutions, and stamping with its

iron h.el upon organic law. It was the absolut-

ism of tile slave spirit crushing freedom of

opinion and of speech and debate by the strong

arm of physical force. It was the cruel tyranny
of the slave spirit, that wouhl strike down human
hberty everywhere, and stitle the voice of free-

dom, even in blood.

Sir, every press iu the slave States justified

this monstrous outrage. The Democracy of the

South eulogised the perpetrator of it, and the

Democracy of the north stood in craven silence

with no word of condemnation. The slave spirit

j)0ssessed the Southern Democracy, who applaud-

ed the outrage, and it cowed the Northern l>'mo-

cracy, who dared not disavow or condemn it.

But all these outrages, gieat as they arc, fur-

nish no comparison wiih the gigantic villainy

perpetrate I by the Slave Power in the Territory

of Kansas. That villainy is matter of history

now; and I s|)eak of it oidy as an illustiation

of the true gxlus and spirit of Slavery rioting

in Uiuestraiut, spreading itself in all its mon-
strous propoi tions when unawed by the [iresence

of a controlling power. That Terriiory, sir, -was

consecraied to freedom by a compact as solemn

as language and circumstances could make it^—

a

compact possessing all the moral if not legal force

of organic law. The Slave Power demanded
the abrogation of that compact; and that de-

mand, llucuigh the solidarity of the Slave De-

niociacy of the South, aided by a craven acqui-

escence on the part of the Denuicracy of the

North, w'as conceded The Slave Power, having
broken down this last barriei' against its onward
march, strode forward to take possession. It

was met by the peaceful current of a free popu-
lation. ''It armed itself with weai)oiis of war. It

organized ^.ined forces, and invaded that peace-

ful Territory with hosts of ruffians who marked
with desolation, with the corpses of murdered
citizens and the smouldering ruins of burned
homes, the path that they followed. Rapine and
plunder went hand in hand wiili them. Tiiey

took possession of the ballot-boxes, and voted

themselves into office. They made legislators

of themselves, and passed laws exceeding in

atrocity even those of the Athenian t vrant. Thev
burned cities and sacked towns. They robbed
and murdered without mercy and without re-

morse, and the Slave Power in Congress and out

of it justified their enormities. The Slave spirit,

sir, possessed itself of a vonal and corrupt Ad-

ministration, and the cry of the oppre^.^cd met
>viih iiorespniise from Wnsh.irigton. Worse than
ilat, sir, the Administration claimed to be De-
mocratic. The great bulk of Democracy had
con.e to be aggregated in the Slave States; and
at ihe biddinu of the Slave Power, the miglit of
the Admiiiisti-ation was excited in behalf of the
oi'piessor, anii justified and uplicld the gigantic

ouii-aiie and wi'ong. Sir, I said these ihini;s have
;>:!ssed into history, and I thank God thatii is so.

1 he record has been made up and sealed, and
';ni no longer be falsilied. Though that great
struggle for freedom in Kansas belongs now to

the past, yet, sir, the mad raid of Jolni Brown,
lh:it sent an ague chill of teri'or thrillini; through
all the South, w.'is but tl.'e faint and dying echo
of the mightier (mtrnges perpetrated by slavery
on the people of Kansas. It was the insane

vengeance of a man who had brooded over the

stupendous wi-ongs he had suffered till madness
took jiossession of his b:ain, and he regarded
him.self as the champion chosen of God to exter-

minate slavery.

Let us pause for one moment to inquire into

tlie nature and extent of this " invasion " of

^'irginia, as it is termed. It is proper that we
sjiould do so, for it is one of the sins charged
against the Republican party by the Senattu' from
the first. Sir, there are thi-ee hundred thousand
votins Republicans in New York—there are half

a million in Ohio and Pennsylvania—there are

hundreils of thousands in New England. Think
you, sir, that if these million in the.se States had
conspiied to invade and revolutionize Virginia,

to conquer her chivalry and capture her slaves,

that an enterprise of such magnitude would
have been entiusted to an army of seveiiteen

white men and five negroes 1 But, sir, John
Brown and his twenty-one followers attacked and
overcome a town, containing, it is said, some
three thousand Virginians. They took it with-

out the loss of a man—without spilling one drop
of blood on either side. " Invasion fiom the
North !" startled the sleepers from their dreams.
" Invasion from the North !

" flasheil along the

telegrajjli wires and thundered along the rail-

ways. Terror seized the heart of the Chivalry,

and dismay sat in distortion on the face of all

the South. There was spurring in hot baste.

"Tliere was mounting 'mong Graemes of the Netherby
Clan.

Ttic Miisgraves. tlie Sitgrieves, tliey rode and they ran.

There was rai^ng and cliasing o'er Canl)y Lee."

The hair on the venerable head of the Presi-

dent stood (uit like quills upon the fretful porcu-

pine, as the cry " Invasion from the Not th " went
echoing along the Halls of the Executive Man-
sion. The heart of Governor Wise died within

him as the cry of " Invasion from the North "

swept like the cry of the Vulture over Virginia.

Think, sir, of the extremity of that terror which
could reduce the Governor's letters from six solid

columns in the Richmond Inquiier to telegrams

of less than three lines in length I And, sir,

what was tnis " Invasion from the North !
" that

shook the whole South with an ague chill of dis-

may and fear's What numbered this army
which was to upheave the civic and social insti-

stitutions of Virginia, and lead her Chivalry

away captive 1 Seventeen white men and five

negroes !

But, sir, the cry of " Invasion from the

North " went rinisina like the trumpet call of the
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Aveiigins Angel thvough the South. The Presi-

dent ordercil down to Harper's Ferry an army
of Federal Marines fi'oui Washington ; and Go-
vernor Wise ordered up an army of State troops

from Norfolk and another from Richmond. And
Maryland sent up another army from Baltimore.

Banners flaunted in the breeze—bayonets glis-

tened and sharp swords flashed in the sunligiit

—

the tramp, tramp of armed hosts was along all

the highways. All these military divisions were
CDUvorging upon a common centre, and that

centre was the ill-fated Harper's Ferry. That
doomed town was suiTOunded by a cordon of

Southern Chivalry, waiting only the word to

rush together in the courage of its great heart

to the slaughter and carnage of battle.

Do you remember, sir, that "Charge of the

Light Brigade " at Balaklava, upon the Russian
Batteries—that charge, sir, which gave immor-
tality to the "six hundred" of the bravest men
whom the world ever looked upon, while it con-

signed five hundred and thirty of them to a

bloody grave—that charge which should blast

the name of the man who ordered it with eternal

infamy ] Sir, do you remember Tennison's beau-
tiful lines 1

" Half a league, half a league, half a league onward

!

Into the valley of death rode the six hundred.
'Forward the Light Brigade;' 'charge for the guns! ' iie

said—
Into the valley of death rode tie six hundred !

"

Do you remember, sir, what followed 1

" Cannon to right of them

!

Cannon to left of Ihem I

Cannon in front of tliera

ViiUeyed and thundered!
Stormed at by shot and shell,

Boldly they rode, and well,

Into the jaws of death

!

Into the mou:h of Hell

Rode the six hundred !

"

What was the courage of tiie " Light Brigade,"
the glorious ''six hundred," compared with the

immortal daring of the President's Marines and
Virginia's Chivalry that surrounded the fated town
of Harper's Ferry 1 The word was given

:

" Charge, Chester, charge! On, Stanley, on !
"

And tins cordon of death closed like the rush
of mighty waters. The armed hosts rushed to-

gether like the collapse of mountains, till their

very bayonets crossed. And what, tliink you,

sir, tliey had inclosed in that fated circle? Seven-
teen white men and five negroes—dead, wounded
and missing ! Not a white man more, not one
negro less ! Sir, was there ever before enacted,

y.\ the face of an intelligent people, such a stu-

pendous farce 1

Sir, I do not stand here to justify, but to de-

nounce this insane raid of John Brown, upon
Harper's Ferry. But, sir, I do not stand here

to spit upon his grave, nor to heap infamy upon
his name. God looks upon the heart in render-

ing his retribution of good or evil. He whom
Gov. Wise, even in the midst of his paroxysm of

revenge and terror, pronounced the bravest and
most truthful man he ever saw, could not have
been organically a bad man. John Brown, sir,

sleeps in the grave, into which the hunt of ven-

geance, and not the calm, firm course of justice

consigned him. He has gone to a tribunal

before which his accusers must meet him face to

face ; where human pride, power, influence

might, have no voice, and where justice to the

oppressed and the oppressor, the strong and the

weak, the suoiler and the spoiled, is measured

out hy the standard of immaculate and eternal

truth.

"No further seek his merits to disclose.

Nor drag his frailties from their dread abode,
"VVhore thry alike in tender hope repose.

The bosom of his father and his God."

Sir, I have shown you what this spirit of
Slavery is. I have shown you the organic ele-

ments of the Slave Power, everywhere and al-

ways. I have shown you its influence upon the
material prosperity of the States wherein it ex-

ists—its influence over the social institutions and
internal progress of a people—its influence upon
the great cause of Human Liberty, and its bear-

ing upon the Rights of Man. I repeat, sir, once
more: the " irrepressible contfi'ct" between Free-

dom and Slavery has been forced upon us. The
great questions of the present and the proximate
future—and, mystify it as we may, deny it as we
may, the only questions—are, Shall Slavery be
nationalized 1 Shall it be an outs|)reading and
progressive institution, marching forward, always
under the protection of Federal law and shielded

by the Stars and Stripes 1 Is there to be no
limit to its expansion 1 Shall all the broad terri-

tory of the Great West—territory large enough
10 make ten New Englands—territory reserved

by the patriotism, the wisdom, the humanity of

our fathers as an inheritance to the generations

of freemen to come after them, consecrating it

to free labor, free enterprise, and free institutions

—be given over, through all time, to the blight

and curse of Slavery 1 Shall the virgin richness

of its soil be exhausted, its resources wasted, by
the reckless culture of the bondman's toil 1 Shall

free thought, free speech, free discussion, free

enterprise, and a fiee press be bani.shcd from it

forever 1 Shall this mad spirit of Slavery, that

riots in misrule, that upheaves organic law and
tramples upon the constitutional rights of free-

men, go on spreading and expandins until there

shall be no limit to its power 1 Shall the policy

of this Government be shaped by Slavery, and
controlled to the advancement of its interests and
tlie expansion of its areal Sir, and Senators,

what is your response to these pregnant ques-

tions 1 You must answer them, not by bravado,

not by your silence, but by the expressive and
practical language of conduct and action. Let
no man deceive himself. The momentous issue

between Freedom and Slavery must be settled

now. Every other issue has been thrust out of

the political arena, and this alone remains. Hu-
.nan ingenuity can no longer shirk it—human
wisdom cannot postpone it. We have reached at

last the parting of tlie ways, and must move on.

There is no neutral ground—no middle jiath;

and we cannot stand still. The pressure from
behind impels us onward. We are accomplishing

a work of destiny, and no human power can ab-

solve us from the responsibility of action. All

that is left us is to choose which course we will

follow. On the orie hand is the cause of freedom,

free thought, free sjieech, free labor, free enter-

prise, a free press free territory, and free insti-

tutions; and, on the other, slavery, with all its

sequences of evil. Sir, and Senators, which path
will you follow 1

This issue, sir, has been forcing itself upon the

country ever since the foundation of the govern-

ment. The slave power has been steadily push-
ing its way forward during all that period, and
every step it has taken has been aggressive. It
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rose up and blustered, threatened dissolutloi

and demanded compromise. The North, in it|

love of peace and veneration for the Union, has
always yielded, under the condition that each

successive concession should be regarded as a

fluality—but scarcely has the ink become dry on
the page lapon which such concession liiis been
written, when some new demand has been made,
entbrcefl ua a spirit of haughty arrogance, and
conceded by way of compromise by the North in

its love of quiet.

The ordinance of 1787 was a compromise.
Tlie Constitution itself was a comjiromise. The
law of 1S20, admitting Missouri, was a compro-
mise. The conditions on which Texas was ad-

mitted were a compromise. The laws of 1850,
including the fugitive slave law, were a compro-
mise. And each of these compromises w.as to

be regarded as a finality. The Democracy,
North and South, over and over again declared

them such. The then living but now dead Whig
Party declared them such. Even the American
Party, while it was strutting its little hour upon
the stage, declared them such. And yet all these

.qolemn compacts, all these compromises, were
ropes of sand in view of the slave power, to be
broken, trampled upon, scattered to the winds,
whenever its interests or its caprice demanded
some new concession.

The South by its solidarity, by making its pe-

culiar institution the bond of its union, has an-
oihilated or degraded every political party
North and South. It annihilated the old Federal

Party. It has, by its bids for support, utterly

demoralized tlie Democratic Party, making it the

Instrument of slavery pi'opagandism, and nothing
9lse. All its old landmarks have been removed.
Its lofty principles and ennobling policy, initiated

by Jetferson and carried forward by his immedi-
ate successors abandoned, and the name is all

that is left of that once glorious and patriotic

organization.

The Whig Party, sir, was a noble and a patri.

otic party, reckoning among its supporters names
deathl&is as history. Enticed into the service of

slavery, it passed into dilapidation and decay.

It •' went down like some bright exhalation of

the evening," and all that is left of it are a few
solitary petrifactions, the fossil remains of a
vanished era.

The American Party, sir, was a noble and a
patriotic party, gi-owing up out of the chaos of

the times, it had about it all the elements of

strength and durability. It appealed to the

pride of nationality, to the home instincts am/
sympathies of the American heart. In an ev'

hour it leagued itself with slavery, and is alread*

reckoned among the things that have been, aj

belonging to history. All that is left of it are

a few sad and solitary ghosts, wandering on this

"ide of the political Styx, with too little merit to

be ferried across for nothing, and too poor to

pay old Charon his penny for carrying them
over. It glanced like a meteor across the politi-

cal heavens, wherein it might have been fixed as

a star. It vanished like a meteor into the dark-
ness and wag lost in the black shadow of slavery.

And thus, sir, it has been. The spirit of

Blavery has destroyed the integrity and the
power of every party in the Union. It utterly

annihilated the old Federal Party—it broke the

back of the Democracy—it paralyzed and de-

stroyed the Wiiig Party—and it knocked the

brains out of the American Party. It has been
the bane of every political organization since the
foundation of the government, and it will con-
tinue to be such until it shall have been met face

to face, and been struck one straightforward
trenchant blow by the clenched fist and the
strong arm of the "North.

Sir, they call u.s who resist the encroachments
of slavery, who would not surrender the control
of this government into the hands, or permit its

policy to be shaped by the slave power, who
would save the broad territories of the mighty
West from the blight and curse of slavery, sec-

tional. And why ? Because we have taken our
position on the side of freedom, and appealing
to the traditions and axioms of the fathers, call

upon the free men of the free States to sustain

us in bringing the policy of the Union back to its

ancient moorings. And who is I'esponsible for

this ? Who has driven us to this position ? The
South demands an administration tliat will sus-
tain by its infiuence and power the spread of

slavery, that will throw open the territories to

its advancement, and place federal arms in the
hands of federal troops to enforce its propagand-
ism. We have appealed to the South against the

injustice of its course. We appealed to its sense
of justice, to its appreciation of honor against

the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and how
have we been answered ? Let the outrages in the

Senate Chamber, the rapine and plunder in Kan-
sas, the burning of towns and the murder of

citizens committed in that doomed Territory,

justified by every Southern Senator and every
Southern press ; the insult and outrage heaped
upon citizens of free States while traveling in

the South for lisping one word in favor of free-

dom, the violation of private correspondence
and official robbery of the mails, speak the na-
ture of that response. What then was left to

irs but an appeal to the great heart of the fifteen

millions of free people of the North ? But we
did not, and we do not ajppeal to the North
alone. We appeal to all men, to patriots who
love their country, to statesmen who would ad-
vance its true interests and highest glory, to

lovers of liberty everywhere, in all the States,

and if our appeal is responded to only by the

free men of the North, who is responsible for

that?
But, sir, is it true that -the only test of nation-

ality is to favor the extension of human slavery ?

Is the spread of that institution, with all its se-

quences of evil become the great leading feature

of our national policy ? Are we bound by our
national obligations to be the propagandists of a

system which the whole world has denounced,
which is at war with every principle of human
rights, which in every attribute is the antipode

of republican freedom, against all the teachings

of Christjiiu <?ivilization and all the axioms of an
enlightened philanthropy ? Sir, this is the

'ogical sequence, if to oppose the extension of

Slavery is sectional and not national. Sir, this

charge of sectionalism in the moutjis of our op-
ponents is an insult to the intelligence of the

age. It is more. It is a hypocritical and cant-

ing subterfuge. It is the cry of the fugitive, of

stop thief, while he runs away with his plunder.
Sir, this device has come to be understood.
The people have studied into the matter, and at

last have comprehended the great fact, that until

the whole philosophy of our system of govern-
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inent, the whole theory and superstructure of

our institutions shall be changed, until right and
wrong shall change places in the vocabuhuy of
the world, freedom can never be sectional. Its

principles are universal, and should prevail
wherever human government or human fate pre-
vails. Sir, tell me when the Southern States,

on any question involving however remotely
the interests of Slavery, have failed to stand to-

gether, making their peculiar institutions a bond
of political union ? An instance of their being
divided on such an issue has not yet been recorded
in history. And it is their solidarity that gives
gives them power. What is the spectacle that has
been presented daring tlie last two months at

Wasliington ? The Southern States standing to-

gether, an iron phalanx, resisting as one man, in

factious opposition, the organization of the House,
and they stood thus for more than eight weeks,
and why ? Because the representatives of the
15,000,000 of the North will not bow down and
worship at the shrine of Slavery. Sir, there is but
one sentiment pervading all the South, a senti-

ment intensely sectional, beginning and ending
at the South—that holds the South in unity, and
precipitates the Southern States in a body into

the political arena, and that sentiment is the ex-
tension of Slavery. Who then are the section-

alists, and who is responsible, if the North, fol-

lowing the example thus set, and impelled by
necessities growing out of inevitable and ever-
lasting antagonisms shall stand together for free-

dom, making the extension of free institutions,

the promotion of the interests of free enterprise

and free labor the bond of their union?
Sir, the'-e are inequalities enough, evils

enough existing aheady under the Constitu-
tion, without extending them by enlarging the
area of slavery. You will see, sir, by looking
over the map of this country, that the territory

now organized into States, contains in round
numbers 1,400,000 square miles, and of this

slarery has po.'xse.ssion of 800,000, and freedom
of 600,000. These 800,000 square miles are
peopled by about 7,000,000 of free white men;
and the 600,000 are peopled by about 15,000,000
of free white men. Sir, there is something due
to the posterity of these 15,000,000 of fiee, white,
working men of this country. The 7,000,000 of
the south have possession of one-third more
territory than the 15,000,000 of the north; and
is there a lack of nationality in insisting, that
tliese 15,000 000 will not rob their posterity of
land, and labor, and freedom, and republican
equality, that slavery may be extended ?

The 15,000,000 of the north are lepresented in

Congress by 176 repre-sentatives. The 7,000,000
by 120. E(iuality of representation would give
tlie free North more tlmn double the representa-
tives of the South, whereas we now lack sixty-
four of that number. And why? Because, by
the compromises made when the Constitution
was framed, it was agreed, that one fi-ee, white
man, who owned five slaves at tlie South, should
equal in representation four free men of the
North, who owned none. Such are the inequali
ties already existing under the Constitution, and
while I denounce them as a fraud and an out-
rage upon the North, yet they are in the Consti-
tution, and I am content that they should remain
tliere.

But, sir, it is not the 7,000,000 of the slave
states who are clamoring for an extension of

J
slavery. They have not corrupted the adininis.
tration; they have not degraded and suliornei
the democracy. They have not prostitu'ed and
destroyed Americanism. They did not annihi'
late the Whig Party. This, sir, was the work
of the 350,000 slaveholders. The x^eople of the
South are not responsil)le for the outrages per-
petrated in Washington; the outrages ujion

Northern citizens in the Southern States, or the
still more gigantic outrages perpetrated in Kan-
sas. These again, sir, are the work of the
350,000 slaveholdei'S of the south, who subsist

upon the fruits of the bondmen's toil. They
have sons for the army and navy, for clerks in

the i)ublic offices, for marshals, for the customs,
and the petty offices of the government. They
can fill foreign missions and consulates and
home departments, the secretaryships and the
judgeships

; and it is the possession of these
tliat stimulates their nationality. They are not
geographically sectional. They will vote for a
Northern man, provided his face is plastic, and
his principles are Southern, and provided he
will give the South—and that means them—

a

monopoly of official spoils. These 350,000 slave-

holders control the politics of the South, and
tliey market their influence wherever it will

bring the highest proe.
And now, sir, I repeat once more, that we are

in the midst of this irrepressible conflict betw een
Freedom and Slavery, and that the South stands

as a solid phalanx in favor of Slavery—that we
of the North must take position—we camiot re-

main neutral—the ways part here, and we nmst
take the right hand or the left. Sir, we aie told

that this Union will be dissolved if a Republican
President shall, in accordance with the Constitu-

tional forms, be elected in 1860. This announce-
ment has been made in high quarters. South-
ern Democrats have made it in the Federal
Senate, and Northern Democrats utter no word
of dissent or rebuke. Southern Democrats make
it every day in the House of Representatives,

and Northern Democracy echoes the traitorous

threat. Sir, shall we give up our organization 1

shall we dissolve our party ? shall we bow our
heads in humility, and in accents of submission,

cry " peccavi! culpa mea I cidpa mea ! peccavi
I"

or shall we stand up, in tlie courage and patriot-

ism of our manluK>d, and meet these traitors

and conspirators against the Union with ii calm
and stern defiance 1

But, sir, this threat of dissolution is an idle

tale with which to frighten children. If it siiall

intimidate the 15,000,000 of the Free North now,
then are they irreclaimable cowards, and deserve

all the outrage heaped upon them. Sir, if dan-

ger there be to the Union, it is not in the election

of a Republican President, but in his defeat

—

not, sir, in the unity of the North, but in its di-

visions—not in the triumph of Freedom, but in

the triumph of Slavery. Sir, look back ovei' the

past and see how this controversy has been grow-
ing for decades—how contention on this Slavery

issue has been ri'iing higher and hiaher, and dis-

cussion waxing fiercer and fiercer every year. The
15,000,000 of the north are aroused to the assertion

of their rights. They have forborne the exercise of

the power vested by the Constitution in the might
of majorities, till their forbearance has reached
the boundary of virtue. They are content that

Slavery sliall remain in safety where it now is

—

they are content that it shall repose in security
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and are ready to protect it within tlie States—but
tliey Lave resolved that it shall go uo fiuthcr.

Tliis controversy can be settled now, but the Ter-
ritories and future States must be free. They
have seen the Missouri Compromise swept away,
but tliey have resolved that Slavery shall gain
nothing by that outrage. Stay its progress now.
go back to the spirit of ancient compacts—let it

be settled now and forever that Slavery shall

nevei' travel beyond thelineof 36.30—that there
shall be no more acciuisition of Slave Territory,

whether by conquest or purchase, and contention
will cease, agitation will be hushed, excitement
will die away and fraternal feeling will take the
place of sectional hates. The South will acqui-
esce because such a settlement will be just, and
the north will be content because it was "so
nominated in the bond."

But, sir, let the solidarity of the South, aided
by a truckling and craven spirit at the North,
give to Slavery a triumph now ; let it go out that
the policy of this Government, its great object
and mission, is to foster and extend slavery

; that
that institution is to bo nationalized; and this

excitement on the subject of slavery will become
a consuming fiie. The fifteen millions of the
free North will throw away the scabbard from the
sword they have drawn, and its keen edge will

be api)lied with a relentless purpose. They are
not abolitionists now

; but the conservative spirit

that holds them in check has a limit to its forbear-

ance. Their war with slavery is one of self-de-

fence; but if slavery shall triumph now, it will

become one of aggression, and you and I, no
earthly power, can prevent it. We are drifting,

sir, upim the current of a destiny, under a higher
direction than mere human agencies ; and dcpie-
cate it as we may, struggle as we may, tremble
as we may hi view of the rapids towards whicli

we may seem to be drifting, we are borne on-
wards by its !-esistless sweep.
You will remember that this conflict is not be-

tween opposing factions. It is not a strife of per-
soi:al ambition. It is not a war of the Pigmies.
It is a war of the Giants. It is a conflict of prin-

ciple, involving the great interests of humanity
;

between progress and retrogression ; between
right and wrong ; and in such a conflict, whe!i
fairly begun, the weaker will go to the wall.

Give to Slavery a triumph now, aiid these fifteen

millions of freemen will exert the constitutional
power vested in the might of majorities, and no
human power can prevent them. They will at-

tack Slavery in its strongholds. They will attack
it in the District of Columbia, and sweep it away.
They will attack the slave trade between the
States, aiid its annihilation will follow. They
will re[)eal the Fusitive Slave Law. They will

drive Slavery from the Federal Courts by tlie

enactment of a Federal law that man can hold
no property in man. They will attack the Con-
stitution itself, nut by disregarding its sanctions,

but by demanding its amendment, so as to de-
stroy the inequality of representation and mak-
ing the President elective by the whole people
and by a direct vote. Such, sir, is the Phoenix
that I see rising out of the ashes of tlie Republi-
can Party—such the warfare that I see looming
up beyond its defeat; and when that warfare
shall have begun, then, sir, the Union will indeed
be in danijer, and its dissolution may be counted
upon as among the eventualities of a proximate
future.

The danger, then, I repeat, is in the defeat and
not in the success of the pi-inci|iles which under-
lie the Republican Party. That party, sir, is the
only truly conservative party, the only party
under whose control this Union is or can be safe.

It stands between Southern extremists, the pro-
slavery fanaticism, the mad secessionists of the
south, and the wild and frenzied abolitionism,
the anti-slavery fanaticism of the North. It

grasps these world-wide but destructive antago-
nisms in either hand, and restrains their frantic

rage. Does not its success, therefore, appeal to

the patriotism, the love for the Union, of every
American heart ?

But, sir, if the election of a Republican Presi-

dent, achieved through constitutional means,
will dissolve this Union— if the vindication of

free speech, free enterprise, free labor, free terri-

tory, and free institutions, will break the hands
that hold these States together—then, sir, the
Union, this Confederation, the Constitution, the
Declaration of Independence, and all our boasted
institutions, are a gigantic fraud, a stupendous
cheat, and a lie.

Sir, I have no fears that the election of a Re-
publican President will dissolve the Union, If I

thought it would sir, shall I go on ? I may
speak treason if I do. Sir, I love this Union.
It is a glorious compact, full of destiny to the
generations who are to come after us. Its inte-

grity, its perpetuity, is of momentous import to

the far off future of the whole world. It involves
everything conducive to the advancement of hu-
man freedom, everything auxiliary to human
progress, everything of interest to the great cause
of Christian civilization. If it were to perish
now, the idea of self-government, of Republican
freedom might well become obsolete. If our
great experiment should fail, the hope of free-

dom for the oppressed of other lands might well
be surrendered in despair.

But, sir, much as I love and venerate the
Union, vast as are the interests that cluster
around its perpetuity, and mighty as would be
the sequence of its dissolution—yet, sir, rather
than see slavery nationalized—rather than see it

march forward into territory consecrated to free-

dom—ratlier than see it break away from the
State sovereignties and become an outspreading
and progressive institution, protected and fostered
l>y the Federal power—rather than that the ex-
tension of its area and the protection of its inte-

rests should become the leading feature of our
national policy—I say, sir, let this Union be dis-

solved. Let slavery take its portion, and be
separate. Let the Southern States hug to their

bosoms their cherished institution, until they
perish in the folds of tlie serpent they have
nourished. But let the free North be sinless.

Let them stand apart from the gigantic wrong,
the Heaven daring wickedness of slavery, and
escape the curse of God, written all over history,

denouncing retribution and woe against the na-
tions that rob the defenceless or oppress the
poor.

Sir, this Union cannot be dissolved. Let no
man suppose that dissolution can be accom-
plished, short of the carnage, and chaos of revolu-
tion, and beyond which are the blastina hoirors
of a servile war. Sir, the great conseivative
States of the North, will never consent to dis-

union. Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania,
will never consent to it. New England wiU
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never consent to it. The young, loyal Statpj

of the West, will never consent to it. Tliesi

States, sir, will save the Union from dissolu-

tion. They will save the South from itself—

the slave States from their own madness and

folly. They will not leave the South to tha

horrors of a war of the races, that will surely

follow the hreaking down of this Confederation.

I repeat, sir, this Union cannot be dissolved.

Kew York is a great State—the greatest in this

Confederrtion of States
;

greatest in population

;

greatest in commerce
;
greatest in wealth

;
great-

est in resources, and second to none in the pa-

triotism of her people. New York is a loyai

State, loyal to the Constitution, loyal to the

Union, and the fundamental principles Ivhich lie

at the foundations of our republican institutions.

She is a conservative State—not that conserva-

tism whicii nestles among bales of cotton, oi

burrows in hogsheads of sugar. It is not the

conservatism of cowardice that trembles at the

frown, or yields to the menaces of madmen North

OT South. Hers is the conservatism of- princi-

ple, the conservatism of justice and right ; the
conservatism that is true to itself, that will

neither do nor suffer wrong. New York, sir,

knows her strength. She can afford to be mag-
nanimous. She is content to be forbearing

;

but she will bide her time. While peace
reigns, she will keep bright the chain that en-

circles the Union. She will brush away with
a gentle hand, the clouds of prejudice.

She will whisper down the voice of con-

tention. Where strife is, she will interpose

conciliation, and like an elder sister, watchful of

the honor of those weaker and younger than
herself, she will lead these States onward to a
brighter glory, and more enduring renown. But,

sir, in the hour of danger, whether from foes

without or traitor.s within, when the tempest

shall come, and the institutions of our country
shall rock and reel upon their deep foundations,

then will New York, by the giant power of her

strength, hold this Union firm upon its basis, and
safe, amid the earthquake and the storm.
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EEPUBLICAN PLATFOEM.

Resolved, That we, the delegated representatives of the Republican electors of the

United States, in Convention assembled, in discharge of the duty we owe to our con-

stituents and our country, unite in the following declarations :

1. That the history of the nation during the last four years has fully established the

propriety and necessity of the organization and perpetuation of the Republican party,

and that the causes which callecl it into existence are permanent in their nature, and

now, more than ever before, demand its peaceful and constitutional triumph.

2. That the maintenance of the principles promulgated in the Declaration of Inde-

pendence and embodied in the Federal Constitution—''That all men are created equal;

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights ; that among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; that, to secure these rights, govern-

ments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the

governed"—is essential to the preservation of our republican institutions; and that the

Federal Constitution, the Rights of the States, and the Union of the States, must and

shall be preserved.

3. That to the Union of the States this nation owes its unprecedented increase in

population, its surprising development of material resources, its rapid augmentation of

wealth, its happiness at home and its honor abroad, and we hold in abhorrence all

schemes for Disunion, come from whatever source they may : and we congratulate the

country that no Republican Member of Congress has uttered or countenanced the

threats of Disunion so often made by Democratic Members, without rebuke and with

applause from their political associates; and we denounce those threats of Disunion, in

case of a popular overthrow of their ascendancy, as denying the vital principles ot a

free government, and as an avowal of contemplated treason which it is the imperative

duty of an indignant people sternly to rebuke and forever silence.

4. That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the States, and especially the

right of each State to order and control its own domestic institutions according to its

own judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance of powers on which the perfec-

tion and endurance of our political fabric depends ; and we denounce the lawless invasion

by armed force of the soil of any State or Territory, no matter under what pretext, as

among the gravest of crimes.

5. That the present Democratic Administration has far exceeded our worst apprehen-

sions, in its measureless subserviency to the exactions of a sectional interest, as especially

evinced in its desperate exertions to force the infamous Lecompton Constitution upon

the protesting people of Kansas ; in construing the personal relation between master

and servant to involve an unqualified property in persons ; in its attempted enforcement,

everywhere, on land and sea, through the intervention of Congress and of the Federal

Courts, of the extreme pretensions of a purely local interest ; and in its general and

unvarying abuse of the power entrusted to it by a confiding people.

6. That the people jnstly view with alarm the reckless extravagance which pervades

every department of the Federal Government; that a return to rigid economy and
accuiintability is indispensable to arrest the systematic plunder of the public treasury by
favored partisans; while the recent startling developments of frauds and corruptions at

the Federal jMetropolis, show that an entire change of administration is imperatively

demanded.
7. That the new dogma that the Constitution, of its own force, carries slavery into

any or all of the Territories of the United States, is a dangerous political heresy, at



variance with the explicit provisions of that instrument itself, with cotemporaneou3

exposition, and with legislative and judicial precedent; is revolutionary in its tendency,

and subversive of the peace and harmony of the country.

8. That the normal condition of all the territory of the United States is that of free-

dom ; that, as our republican fathers, when they had abolished slavery in all our national

territory, ordained that " no person should be deprived of life, liberty or property with-

out due process of law," it becomes our duty, by legislation, whenever such legislation

is necessar}', to maintain this provision of the Constitution against all attempts to vio-

late it; and we deny the authority of Congress, of a Territorial Legislature, or of any
individuals, to give legal existence to slavery in any Territory of the United States.

9. That we brand the recent reopening of the African slave-trade, under the cover of

our national flag, aided by perversions of judicial power, as a crime against humanity
and a burning shame to our country and age ; and we call upon Congress to take prompt
and efllcient measures for the total and final suppression of that execrable traffic.

10. That in the recent vetoes, by their Federal Governors, of the acts of the Legisla-

tures of Kansas and Nebraska prohibiting slavery in those Territories, we find a practi-

cal illustration of the boasted Democratic principle of Non-intervention and Popular
Sovereignty embodied in the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and a demonstration of the decep-

tion and fraud involved therein.

IL That Kansas should, of right, be immediately admitted as a State under the

Constitution recently formed and adopted by her people, and accepted by the House
of Representatives.

12. That, while providing revenue for the support of the general government by
duties upon imports, sound policy requires such an adjustment of these imposts as to

encourage the development of the industrial interests of the Avhole country ; and we
commend that policy of national exchanges which secures to the working men liberal

wages, to agriculture remunerating prices, to mechanics and manufacturers an adequate

reward for their skill, labor and enterprise, and to the nation commercial prosperity and
independence.

13. That we protest against any sale or alienation to others of the public lands held by
actual settlers, and against any view of the Free Homestead policy which regards the

settlers as paupers or suppliants for public bounty ; and we demand the passage by Con-
gress of the complete and satisfactory Homestead measure which has already passed the

House.

14. That the Republican party is opposed to any change in our Naturalization Laws
or any State legislation by which the rights of citizenship hitherto accorded to immi-
grants from foreign lands shall be abridged or impaired ; and in favor of giving a full

and efficient protection to the rights of all classes of citizens, whether native or natural-

ized, both at home and abroad.

15. That appropriations by Congress for River and Harbor improvements of a national

character, required for the accommodation and security of an existing commerce, are

authorized by the Constitution and justified by the obligation of Government to protect

the lives and property of its citizens.

16. That a Railroad to the Pacific Ocean is imperatively demanded by the interests

of the whole country ; that the Federal Government ought to render immediate and
efficient aid in its construction ; and that, as preliminary thereto, a daily Overland Mail

should be promptly established.

IV. Finally, having thus set forth our distinctive principles and views, we invite the

co-operation of all citizens, however diftering on other questions, who substantially agree

with us in their affirmance and support.

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION.

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with those men who have been driven, some
from their native States and others from the States of their adoption, and are now exiled

from their homes on account of their opinions ; and we hold the Democratic party

responsible for this gross violation of that clause of the Constitution which declares that

the citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citi-

zens in the several States.

Adopted at Chicago, May lY, 1860.
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Mr. President and Fellow-Citizens of New
York : The facts with which I shall deal this

evening are mainly old and familiar; nor is

there anything new in the general use I shall

make of them. If there shall be any novelty,

it -will be in the mode of presenting the facts,

and the inferences and observations following

that presentation.

In his speech last autumn, at Columbus, Ohio,

as reported in " The New York Times," Sena-

tor Douglas said

:

" Our fathers, when they framed the Gov-

ernment under which we live, understood this

question just as well, and even better, than we
do now."

I fully indorse this, and I adopt it as a text

for this discourse. I so adopt it because it

fdrnishes a precise and an agreed starting point

for a discussion between RepubUcans and that

wing of Democracy headed by Senator Doug-

las. It simply leaves the inquiry :
" Wliat

was the understanding those fathers had of the

question mentioned ?"

"What is the frame of Government under

which we Uve ?

The answer must be :
" The Constitution of

the United States." That Constitution con-

sists of the original, framed in 1787 (and under

which the present Government first went into

operation), and twelve subsequently framed

amendments, the first ten of which were

framed in 1789.

Who were our fathers that framed the Con-

stitution? I suppose the "thirty-nine" who
signed the original instrument may be fairly

called our fathers who framed that part of the

present Government. It is almost exactly true

to say they framed it, and it is altogether true

to say they fairly represented the opinion and

sentiment of the whole nation at the time.

Their names being familiar to nearly all, and

accessible to quite all, need not now be re-

peated.

I take these " thirty-nine," for the present,

as being " our fathers who framed the Govern-

ment under which we live."

What is the question which, according to

the text, those fathers understood just as well,

and even better than we do now ?

It is this : Does the proper division of local

from federal authority, or anything in the Con-

stitution, forbid our Federal Government to

control as to slavery in our Federal Territories ?

Upon this, Douglas holds the afl&rmative, and

RepubUcans the negative. This aflBrtnative

and denial form an issue ; and this issue—the

question—is precisely what the text declares

our fathers understood better than we.

Let us now inquire whether the "thirty-

nine," or any of them, ever acted upon this
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question ; and if they did, how they acted up-

on it—how they expressed that better under-

standing.

In 1784—three years before the Constitu-

tion—the United States then owning the

Northwestern Territory, and no other—the

Congress of the Confederation had before them

the question of prohibiting slavery in that

Territory ; and four of the " thirty-nine " who

afterward framed the Constitution were in that

Congress, and voted on that question. Of

these, Koger Sherman, Thomas Mifflin, and

Hugh Wilhamson voted for the prohibition

—

thus showing that, in their understanding, no

line dividing local from federal authority, nor

anything else, properly forbade the Federal

Government to control as to slavery in federal

territory. The other of the four—James

McHenry—voted against the prohibition,

showing that, for some cause, he thought it

improper to vote for it.

In 1787, stiU before the Constitution, but

while the Convention was in session framing

it, and while the Northwestern Territory still

was the only territory owned by the United

States—the same question of prohibiting sla-

very in the territory again came before the

Congress of the Confederation ; and three more

of the " thirty-nine " who afterward signed the

Constitution, were in that Congress, and voted

on the question. They were William Blount,

William Few and Abraham Baldwin ; and they

all voted for the prohibition—thus showing

that, in their understanding, no line dividing

local from federal authority, nor anything else,

properly forbids the Federal Government to

control as to slayery in federal territory. This

time the prohibition became a law, being part

of what is now well known as the Ordinance

of '87.

The question of federal control of slavery in

tlie territories, seems not to have been directly

before the Convention which framed the origi-

nal Constitution ; and hence it is not recorded

that the " thirty-nine " or any of them, while

engaged on that instrument, expressed any

opinion on that precise question.

In 1789, by the first Congi-ess which sat un-

der the Constitution, an act was passed to en-

force the Ordinance of '87, including the pro-

hibition of slavery in the Northwestern Terri-

tory. The bill for this act was reported by one
of the "thirty-nine," Thomas Fit2simmons,

then a member of the House of Representa-

tives from Pennsylvania. It went through all

its stages without a word of opposition, and

finally passed both branches without.yeas and

naj's, which is equivalent to an unanimous pas-

sage. In this Congress there were sixteen of

the " thirty-nine " fathers who framed the orig-

inal Constitution. They were John Langdon,

Nicholas Gilraan, Wm. S. Johnson, Roger Sher-

man, Robert Morris, Thos. Fitzsimmons, Wil-

liam Few, Abraham Baldwin, Rufias King,

William Patterson, George Clymer, Richard

Bassett, George Read, Pierce Butler, Daniel

Carroll, James Madison.

This shows that, in their understanding, no

line dividing local from federal authority, nor

anything in the Constitution, properly forbade

Congress to prohibit slavery in the federal ter-

ritory ; else 'both their fidelity to correct princi-

ple, and their oath to support the Constitution,

would have constrained them to oppose tha

prohibition.

Again, George Washington, another of the

" thirty-nine," was then President of the Uni-

ted States, and, as such, approved and signed

the bill, thus completing its validity as a law,

and thus showing that, in his understanding,

no line dividing local from federal authority,

nor anything in the Constitution, forbade the

Federal Government, to control as to slavery

in federal territory.

No great while after the adoption of the

original Constitution, North Carolina ceded to

the Federal Government the country now con-

stituting the State of Tennessee ; and a few

years later Georgia ceded that which now con-

stitutes the States of Mississippi and Alabama.

In both deeds of cession it was made a condi-

tion by the ceding States that the Federal

Government should not prohibit slavery in the

ceded country. Besides this, slavery was then

actually in the ceded country. Under these

circumstances, Congress, on taking charge of

these countries, did not absolutely prohibit sla-

very within them. But they did interfere

with it—take control of it—even there, to a

certain extent. In 1798, Congress organized

the Territory of Mississippi. In the act of

organization they prohibited the bringing of

slaves into the Territory, from any place with-

out the United States, by fine, and giving

freedom to slaves so brought. This act .

passed both branches of Congress without



yeas and nays. In that Congress were three

of the " tliirty-uine " who framed the original

Constitution. They were John Langdon,

George Reed and Abraham Baldwin. They

all, probably, voted for it. Certainly they

would have placed their opposition to it upon

record, if, in their understanding, any Une di-

viding local from federal authority, or anything

in the Constitution, properly forbade the Fede-

ral Government to control as to slavery in

federal territory.

In 1803, the Federal Government purchased

the Louisiana country. Our former territorial

acquisitions came from certain of our own
States; but this Louisiana country was ac-

quired from a foreign nation. In 1804, Con-

gress gave a territorial organization to tliat

part of it which now constitutes the State of

Louisiana. New Orleans, lying within that

part, was an old and comparatively large city.

There were other considerable towns and set-

tlements, and slavery was extensively and

thoroughly intermingled with the people.

Congress did not, in the Territorial Act, pro-

hibit slavery ; but they did interfere with it

—

take control of it—in a more marked and

extensive way than they did in the case of

Mississippi. The substance of the provision

therein made, in relation to slaves, was

:

First. That no slave should be imported into

the territory from foreign parts.

Second. That no slave should be carried into

it who had been imported into the United

States since the first day of May, 1798.

Tliird. That no slave should be carried into

it, except by the owner, and for his own use

as a settler ; the penalty in all the cases being a

fine upon the violator of the law, and freedom

to the slave.

This act also was passed without yeas and

nays. In the Congress which passed it, there

were two of the " thirty-nine." They were

Abraham Baldwin and Jonathan Dayton. As
stated in the case of Mississippi, it is probable

they both voted for it. They would not have

allowed it to pass without recording their op-

position to it, if, in their understanding, it vio-

lated either the line proper dividing local from

federal authority or any provision of the Con-

stitution.

In 1819-20, came and passed the Missouri

question. Many votes were taken, by yeas

and nays, in both branches of Congress, upon

the various phases of the general question.

Two of the "thirty-nine"—Paifus King and

Charles Pinckney—were members of that

Congress. Mr. King steadily voted for slavery

prohibition and against all compromises, while

Mr. Pinckney as steadily voted against slavery

prohibition and against all compromises. By
this Mr. King showed that, in his understand-

ing, no Une dividing local from federal authori-

t}', nor anything in the Constitution, was vio-

lated by Congress prohibiting slavery in federal

territory; while Mr. Pinckney, by his votes,

showed that in his understanding there was

some sufficient reason for opposing such prohi-

bition in that case.

The cases I have mentioned are the only

acts of the " thirty-nine," or of any of them,

upon the direct issue, which I have been able

to discover.

To enumerate the persons who thus acted,

as being four in 1784, three in 1787, seventeen

in 1789, three in 1798, two in 1804, and two in

1819-20—there would be thirty-one of them.

But this would be counting John Langdon,

Eoger Sherman, William Few, Rufus King,

and George Read, each twice, and Abraham
Baldwin four times. The true number of

those of the "thirty-nine" whom I have shown

to have acted upon the question, which, by

the text, they understood better than we, is

twenty-three, leaving sixteen not shown to

have acted upon it in any way.

Here, then, we have twenty-three out of

our "thirty-nine" fathers who framed the Gov-

ernment under wliich we live, who have, upon

their official responsibility and their corporal

oaths, acted upon the very question which the

text affirms they "understood just as well, and

even better than we do now ;" and twenty-

one of them—a clear majority of the whole

" thirty-nine "—so acting upon it as to make

them guilty of gross political impropriety, and

willful perjury, if, in their understanding, any

proper division between local and federal

authority, or anything in the Constitution they

had made themselves, and sworn to support,

forbade the Federal Government to control as

to slavery in the federal territories. Thus the

twenty-one acted ; and, as actions speak louder

than words, so actions under such responsi-

bility speak still louder.

Two of the twenty-three voted against Con-

gressional prohibition of slavery in the federal

territories, in the instances in which they
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acted upon the question. But for what rea-

sons they so voted is not known. They may
have done so because they thought a proper

division of local from federal authority, or

some provision or principle of the Constitution

stood in the way ; or they may, without any

such question, have voted against the prohi-

bition, on what appeared to them to be suffi-

cient grounds of expediency. No one who
has sworn to support the Constitution, can

conscientiously vote for what he understands

to be an unconstitutional measure, however

expedient he may think it; but one may and

ought to vote against a measure which he

deems constitutional, if, at the same time, he

deems it inexpedient. It, therefore, would be

unsafe to set down even the two who voted

against the prohibition, as having done so be-

cause, in their understanding any proper di-

vision of local from federal authority, or any-

thing in the Constitution, forbade the Federal

Government to control as to slavery in federal

territory.

The remaining sixteen of the "thirty-nine,"

so far as I have discovered, have left no record

of their understanding upon the direct ques-

tion of federal control of slavery in the fede-

ral territories. But there is much reason to

believe that their understanding upon that

question would not have appeared difierent

'from that of their twenty-three compeers, had

it been manifested at all.

For the purpose of adhering rigidly to the

text, I have purposely omitted whatever un-

derstanding may have been manifested, by

any person, however distinguished, other tha.n

the thirty-nine fathers who.framed the original

'Constitution ; and, for the same reason, I have

also omitted whatever understanding may
have been manifested by any of the " thirty-

nine " even, on any other phase of the general

question of slavery. If we should look into

their acts and declarations on those other

phases, as the foreign slave-trade, and the

morality and pohcy of slavery generally, it

would appear to us that on the direct question

of federal control of slavery in federal territo-

ries, the sixteen, if they had acted at all,

would probably have acted just as the twenty-

tloree did. Among that sixteen were several

of the most noted anti-slavery men of those

times—'as Dr. Franklin, Alexander Hamilton

and Gouverneur Morris—while there was not

one now known to have been otherwise, un-

less it may be John Rutledge, of South Caro-

lina.

The sum of the whole is, that of our "thirty-

nine " fathers who framed the original Consti-

tution, twenty-one—a clear majority of the

whole—certainly understood that no proper

division of local from federal authority, nor

any part of the Constitution, forbade the Fede-

ral Government to control slavery in the fede-

ral territories ; while all the rest probably had

the same understanding. Such, unquestion-

ably, was the understanding of our fathers

who framed the original Constitution; and the

text affirms that they understood the question

better than we.

But, so far, I have been considering the un-

derstanding of the question manifested by the

framers of the original Constitution. In and

by the original instrument, a mode was pro-

vided for amending it ; and as I have already

stated, the present frame of Government under

which we live consists of that original, and

twelve amendatory articles framed and adopted

since. Those who now insist that federal con-

trol of slavery in federal territories violates

the Constitution, point us to the provisions

which they suppose it thus violates ; and, as I

understand, they all fix upon provisions in

these amendatory articles, and not in the

original instrument. The Supreme Court, in

the Dred Scott case, plant themselves upon

the fifth amendment, which provides that " no

person shall be deprived of property without

due process of law ;" while Senator Douglas

and his peculiar adherents plant themselves

upon the tenth amendment, providing that

" the powers not granted by the Constitution

are reserved to the States respectively, and to

the people."

Xow, it so happens that these amendments

were fiamed by the first Congress which sat

under the Constitution—the identical Congress

Avhich passed the act already mentioned, en-

forcing the prohibition of slavery in the north-

Avestern territory. Not only was it the same

Congress, but they were the identical, same

individual men who, at the same session, and

at the same time within the session, had under

consideration, and in progress toward maturity,

these constitutional amendments, and this act

prohibiting slavery in all the territory the na-

tion then owned. The Constitutional amend-

ments were introduced before, and passed atler

the act enforcing the Ordinance of '87 ; so that



during the whole pendency of the net to

enforce the Ordinance, the Constitutional

amendments were also pending.

That Congress, consisting in all of seventy-

six members, including sixteen of the framcrs

of the original Constitution, as before stated,

were pre-eminently our fathers who framed

that part of the Government under which we

live, which is now claimed as fofbidding the

Federal Government to control slavery in the

Federal territories.

Is it not a httle presumptuous in any one at

this day to affirm that the two things which

that Congress deliberately framed, and carried

to maturity at the same time, are absolutely

inconsistent with each other ? And does not

such affirmation become impudently absurd

when coupled with the other affirmation, from

the same mouth, that those who did the two

things alleged to be inconsistent understood

whether they really were inconsistent better

than we—better than he who affirms that the}'

are inconsistent?

It is surely safe to assume that the " thirty-

nine" fi'amers of the original Constitution, and

the seventy-six members of the Congress which

framed the amendments thereto, taken toge-

ther, do certainly include those who may be

fairly called " our fathers who framed the Go-

vernment under which we live." And so

assuming, I defy any man to show that any

one of them ever, in his whole life, declared

that, in his understanding, any proper division

of local from federal authority, or any part of

the Constitution, forbade the Federal Govern-

ment to control as to slavery in the federal ter-

ritories. I go a step further, I defy any one

to show that any living man in the whole

world ever did, prior to the beginning of the

present century (and I might almost say prior

to the beginning of the last half of the present

century), declare that, in his understanding, any

proper division of local from federal authority,

or any part of the Constitution, forbade the

Federal Government to control as to slavery in

the federal territories. To those who now so

declare, I give, not only "our fathers who
framed the Government under which we live,"

but with them all other Hving men within the

century in which it was framed, among whom
to search, and they shall not be able to find the

evidence of a single man agreeing with them.

Now, and here, let me guard a little against

Iseing misunderstood. I do not mean to say

we are bound 1o follow implicitly in whatever

our fatliLTs did. To do .so, ^\-ould be to discard

all the lights of current experience—to reject

all progress—all improvement. What I do say

is, that if we would supplant the opinions and

policy of our fathers in any case, we should do

so upon evidence so conclusive, and argument

so clear, that even their great authority, fairly

considered and weighed, cannotstand ; and most

surely not in a case whereofwe ourselves declare

tlipy understood the question better than we.

If any man, at this day, sincerely believes

that a proper division of local from federal au-

thority, o!- any part of the Constitution, forbids

the Federal Government to control as to slave-

ry in the federal territories, he is right to say

so, and to enforce his position by all truthful

evidence and fair argument which he can. But

he has no right to mislead others, Avho have

less access to history and less leisure to study

it, into the false belief that " our fathers, who
framed the Government under which we live,"

were of the same opinion—thus substituting

falsehood and deception for truthful evidence

and fair argument. If any man at this day sin-

cerely believes " our fathers who framed the

Government under wdiich we live," used and

applied principles, in other cases, which ought

to have led them to understand that a proper

division of local from federal authority or some

part of the Constitution, forbids the Federal

Government to control as to slavery in the fede-

ral territories, he is right to say so. But he

should, at the same time, brave the responsibil-

ity of declaring that, in his opinion, he under-

stands their principles better than they did

themselves
;
and especially should he not shirk

that responsibility by asserting that they " un-

derstood the question just as well, and even

better, than we do now."

But enough. Let all who believe that " our

flithers, who framed the Government under

which we live, understood this question just as

well, and even better than we do now," speak

as they spoke, and act as they acted upon it.

This is all Republicans ask—all Repubhcans

desire—in relation to slavery. As those fathers

marked it, so let it be again marked, as an evil'

not to be extended, but to be tolerated and'

protected only because of and so far as its ac*

tual presence among us makes that toleration.

and protection a necessity. Let all the guar-

anties those fathers gave it, be, not grudgingly,

but fully and fairly, maintained. For this Re-
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publicans contend, and with this, so far as I

know or beheve, they will be content.

And now, if they would listen—as I suppose

they will not—I would address a few words to

the southern people.

I would say to them : You consider your-

selves a reasonable and a just people ; and I con-

sider that in the general qualities of reason and

justice you are not inferior to any other people.

Still, when you speak of us Republicans, you do

so only to denounce us as reptiles, or, at the best

as no better than outlaws. You will grant a

hearhig to pirates or murderers, but nothing like

it to " Black Republicans." In all your conten-

tions with one another, each of you deems an

unconditional condemnation of " Black Repub-

licanism" as the first thing to be attended to.

Indeed, such condemnation of us seems to be

an indispensable pre-requisite—license, so to

speak—among you to be admitted or permitted

to speak at all. Now can you, or not, be pre-

vailed upon to pause and to consider whether

this is quite just to us, or even to yourselves?

Bring forward your charges and specifica-

tions, and then be patient long enough to hear

us deny or justify.

You say we are sectional. We deny it. That

makes an issue ; and the burden of proof is upon

you. You produce your proof; and what is it?

Why, that our party has no existence in your

section—gets no votes in your section. The

fact is substantially true ; but does it prove the

issue ? If it does, then in case we should, with-

out change of principle, begin to get votes in

your section, we should thereby cease to be

sectional. You cannot escape this conclusion
;

and yet, are you willing to abide by it ? If you

are, you will probably soon find that we have

ceased to be sectional, for we shall get votes in

your section this very year. You will then be-

gin to discover, as the truth plainly is, that your

proof does not touch the issue. The fact that

we get no votes in your section is a fact of your

making, and not of ours. And if there be fault in

that fact, that fault is primarily yours, andremains

so until you show that we repel you by some

wrong principle or practice. If we do repel you
by any wrong principle or practice, the fault is

ours : but this brings you to where you ought

to have started—to a discussion of the right or

wrong of our principle. If our principle, put in

practice, would wrong your section for the be-

nefit of ours, or for any other object, then our

principle, and we with it, are sectional, and are

justly opposed and denounced as such. Meet

us, then, on the question of whether our princi-

ple, put in practice, would wrong your section;

and so meet it as if it were possible that some-

thing may be said on our side. Do you accept

the challenge ? No ? Then you really believe

that the principle which our fathers who framed

the Government under which we live thought

so clearly right as to adopt it, and indorse it,

again and again, upon their official oaths, is, in

fact so clearly wrong as to demand your con-

demnation without a moment's consideration.

Some of you delight to flaunt in our faces the

warning against sectional parties given by

Washington in his Farewell Address. Less than

eight years before Washington gave that warn-

ing, he had, as President of the United States

approved and signed an act of Congress, enforc-

ing the prohibition of slavery in the Northwest-

ern Territory, which act embodied the policy

of the Government upon that subject, up to

and at the very moment he penned that warn-

ing ; and about one year after he penned it he

wrote Lafayette that he considered that prohi-

bition a wise measure, expressing in the same

connection his hope that we should some time

have a confederacy of free States.

Bearing this in mind, and seeing that section-

alism has since arisen upon this same subject,

is that warning a weapon in your hands against

us, or in our hands against you ? Could Wash-

ington himself speak, would he cast the blame

of that sectionalism upon us, who sustain his

policy, or upon you who repudiate it ? We
respect that warning of Washington, and we
commend it to you, together with his example

pointing to the right application of it.

But you say you are conservative—emi-

nently conservative—while we are revolution-

ary, destructive, or something of the sort.

What is conservatism ? Is it not adherence to

the old and tried, against the new and un-

tried ? We stick to, contend for, the identical

old policy on the point in controversy which

was adopted by our fathers who framed the

Government under which we live , while you

with one accord reject, and scout, and spit upon

that old policy, and insist upon substituting

something new. True, you disagree among

yourselves as to what that substitute shall be.

You have considerable variety of new propo-

sitions and plans, but you are unanimous in

rejecting and denouncing the old pohcy of the

fathers. Some of you are for reviving the for-
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Slave-Code for the Territories ; some for Con-

gress forbidding the Territories to prohibit

Slavery within their limits; some for main-

taihmg Slavery in the Territories through the

Judiciary; some for the "gur-reat pur-rinci-

ple " that " if one man would enslave another,

no third man should object," fantastically called

"Popular Sovereignty ;" but never a man a-

mong you in favor of federal prohibition of

slavery in federal territories, according to the

practice of our fathers who framed the Gov-

ernment under which we live. Not one of all

your various plans can show a precedent or an

advocate in the century within which our Gov-

ernment originated. Consider, then, whether

your claim of conservatism for yourselves, and

your charge of destructiveness against us, are

based on the most clear and stable foundations.

Again, you say we have made the slavery

question more prominent than it formerly was.

We deny it. We admit that it is more prom-

inent, but we deny that we made it so. It

was not we, but you, who discarded the old

poHcy of the fathers. We resisted, and still

resist, your innovation ; and thence comes the

greater prominence of the question. Would

you have that question reduced to its former

proportions ? Go back to that old policy. What
has been will be again, under the same condi-

tions. If you would have the peace of the old

times, re-adopt the precepts and policy of the

old times.

You charge that we stir up insurrections

among your slaves. We deny it; and what is

your proof? Harper's Ferry! John Brown!!

John Brown was no Republican ; and you have

failed to implicate a single Republican in his

Harper's Ferry enterprise. If any member of

our party is guilty in that matter, you know it

or you do not know it. If you do know it,

you are inexcusable to not designate the man,

and prove the fact. If you do not know it,

you are inexcusable to assert it, and especiall}'

to persist in the assertion after you have tried

and failed to make the proof You need not

be told that persisting in a charge which one

does not know to be true, is simply malicious

slander.

Some of you admit that no Republican de-

signedly aided or encouraged the Harper's Fer-

ry affair ; but still insist that our doctrines and

declarations necessarily lead to such results.

We do not beheve it. We know we hold to

no doctrine, and make no declarations, which

were not held to and made by our fathers who
framed the Government under Avhich we live.

You never dealt fairly by us in relation to this

affair. When it occurred, some important State

elections were near at hand, and you were in

evident glee with the belief that, by charging

the blame upon us, you could get an advantage

of us in those elections. The elections came,

and your expectations were not quite fulfilled.

Every Republican man knew that, as to him-

self at least, your charge was a slander, and he

was not much inclined by it to cast his vote in

your favor. Republican doctrines and decla-

rations are accompanied with a continual pro-

test against any interference whatever with

your slaves, or with you about your slaves.

Surely, this does not encourage them to revolt

True, we do, in common with our fathers, who
framed the Government under which we live,

declare our belief that slavery is wrong ; but

the slaves do not hear us declare even this.

For anything we say or do, the slaves would

scarcely know there is a Republican party. I

believe they would not, in fact, generally know
it but for your misrepresentations of us, in their

hearing. In your political contests among

yourselves, each faction charges the other with

sympathy with Black Republicanism ; and then,

to give point to the charge, defines Black Re-

publicanism to simply be insurrection, blood

and thunder among the slaves.

Slave insurrections are no more common
now than they were before the RepubUcan

party was organized. What induced the South-

ampton insurrection, twenty-eight years ago,

in which, at least, three times as many hves

were lost as at Harper's Ferry ? You can scarce-

ly stretch your very elastic fancy to the con-

clusion that Southampton was got up by Black

Republicanism. In the present state of things

in the United States, I do not think a gen-

eral, or- even a very extensive slave insur-

rection is possible. The indispensable concert

of action cannot be attained. The slaves have

no means of rapid communication ; nor can

incendiary free men, black or white, supply it

The explosive materials are everywhere in par-

cels ; but there neither are, nor can be supplied,

the indispensable connecting trains.

Much is said by southern people about the

affection of slaves for their masters and mis-

tresses ;
and a part of it, at least, is true. A

plot for an uprising could scarcely be devised
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and communicated to twenty individuals be-

fore some one of them, to save the life of a

favorite master or mistress, would divulge it.

This is the rule ; and the slave revolution in

Hayti was not an exception to it, but a case

occurring under peculiar circumstances. The

gunpowder-plot of British history, though not

connected with slaves, was more in point. In

that case, only about twenty were admitted to

the secret ; and yet one of them, in his anxiety

to save a friend, betrayed the plot to that friend,

and, by consequence, averted the calamity.

Occasional poisonings from the kitchen, and

open or stealthy assassinations in the field, and

local revolts extending to a score or so, will

continue to occur as the natural results ofslave-

ry ; but no general insurrection of slaves, as I

think, can happen in this country for a long

time. Whoever much fears, or much hopes,

for such an event, will be alike disappointed.

In the language of Mr. Jefferson, uttered

many years ago, " It is still in our power to

direct tlie process of emancipation, and deporta-

tion, peaceably, and in such slow degrees, as

that the evil will wear off insensibly ; and their

places be, pari passu, filled up by free white

laborers. If, on the contrary, it is left to force

itself on, human nature must shudder at the

prospect held up."

Mr. Jefferson did not mean to say, nor do I,

that the power of emancipation is in the Fed-

eral Government. He spoke of Virginia
;
and,

as to the power of emancipation, I speak of

the slaveholding States only.

The Federal Government, however, as we

insist, has the power of restraining the exten-

sion of the institution—the power to insure

that a slave insurrection shall never occur on

any American soil wliich is now free from

slavery.

John Brown's effort was peculiar. It was

not a slave insurrection. It was an attempt by

white men to get up a revolt among slaves,

in which the slaves refused to participate. In

fact, it was so absurd that the slaves, with

all their ignorance, saw plainly enough it

could not succeed. That affair, in its philoso-

phy, corresponds with the many attempts, re-

lated in history, at the assassination of kings

and emperors. An enthusiast broods over the

oppression of a people tiU he fancies himself

commissioned by Heaven to liberate them.

He ventures the attempt, which ends in little

else than in his own execution. Orsini's at-

tempt on Louis Napoleon, and John Bro-wn's

attempt at Harper's Ferry, were, in their philo-

sophy, precisely the same. The eagerness to

cast blame on Old England in the one case, and

on New England in the other, does not dis-

prove the sameness of the two things.

And how much would it avail you, if you

could, by the use of John Brown, Helper's

book, and the like, break up the Republican

organization ? Human action can be modified

to some extent, but human nature cannot be

changed. There is a judgment and a feeling

against slavery in this nation, which cast at

least a million and a half of votes. You can-

not destroy that judgment and feeling—that

sentiment—by breaking up the political organi-

zation which rallies around it. You can scarce-

ly scatter and disperse an army which has been

formed into order in the face of your heaviest

fire, but if you could, how much would you

gain by forcing the sentiment which created it

out of the peaceful channel of the ballot box,

into some other channel? What would that

other channel probably be ? Would the num-

ber of John Browns be lessened or enlarged

by the operation ?

But you will break up the Union rather than

submit to a denial of your Constitutional rights.

That has a somewhat reckless sound; but it

would be palliated, if not fully justified, were

we proposing, by the mere force of numbers,

to deprive you of some right, plainly written

down in the Constitution. But we are propos-

ing no such thing.

When you make these declarations, you have

a specific and well-understood allusion to an

assumed Constitutional right of yours, to take

slaves into the federal territories, and to hold

them there as property. But no such right is

specifically written in the Constitution. That

instrument is literally silent about any such

right. We, on the contrary, deny that such a

right has any existence in the Constitution,

even by implication.

Your purpose, then, plainly stated, is, that

you will destroy the Government, unless you

be allowed to construe and enforce the Con-

stitution as you please, on all points in dispute

between you and us. You -wi^ rule or ruin in

all events.

This, plainly stated, is your language to us.

Perhaps you will say the Supreme Court has

decided the disputed Constitutional question in

your favor. Not quite so. But waiving the
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sion, the Courts have decided the question for

you in a sort of way. The Courts have sub-

stantially said, it is your Constitutional right

to take slaves into the federal territories, and

to hold them there as property.

When I say the decision was made in a sort

of way, I mean it was made in a divided Court

by a bare majority of the Judges, and they not

quite agreeing with one another in the reasons i

for making it; that it is so made as that its

avowed supporters disagree with one another

about its meaning; and thrit it was mainly

based upon a mistaken statement of fact—the

statement in the opinion that " the right of pro-

perty in a slave is distinctly and expressly

affirmed in the Constitution."

An inspection of the Constitution will show

that the right of property in a slave is not dis-

tinctly and expressly affirmed in it. Bear in

mind the Judges do not pledge their judicial

opinion that such right is impliedly affirmed in

the Constitution ; but they pledge their vera-

city that it is distinctly and expressly affirmed

there—" expressly " that is, not mingled with

anything else
—"distinctly" that is, in words

meaning just that, without the aid of any in-

ference, and susceptible of no other meaning.

If they had only pledged their judicial opin-

ion that such right is affirmed in the instrument

by implication, it would be open to others to

show that neither the word " slave " nor "sla-

very " is to be found in the Constitution, nor

the word " property " even, in any connection

with language alluding to the tilings slave, or

slavery, and that wherever in that instrument

the slave is alluded to, he is called a "person;"

and wherever his master's legal right in rela-

tion to him is alluded to, it is spoken of as

" service or labor due," as a " debt" payable in

service or labor. Also, it would be open to

show, by contemporaneous history, that this

mode of alluding to slaves and slavery, instead

of speaking of them, was employed on purpose

to exclude from the Constitution the idea that

there could be property m man.

To show all this is easy and certain.

When this obvious mistake of the Judges

shall be brought to their notice, is it not rea-

sonable to expect that they will withdraw the

mistaken statement, and reconsider the conclu-

sion based upon it ?

And then it is to be remembered that " our

fathers, who framed the Government under

which we live "—the men who made the Con-

stitution—decided this same Constitutional

question in our favor, long ago—decided it

without a division among themselves, when
making the decision

;
without division among

themselves about the meaning of it after it was

made, and so far as any evidence is left, without

basing it upon any mistaken statement of facts.

Under all these circumstances, do you really

feel yourselves justified to break up this Gov-

ernment, unless such a court decision as yours

is shall be at once submitted to as a conclusive

and final rule of political action?

But you will not abide the election of a Re-

publican President. In that supposed event,

you say, you will destroy the Union ; and then,

you say, the great crime of having destroyed

it will be upon us I

That is cool. A highwayman holds a pistol

to my ear, and mutters through his teeth,

" stand and deUver, or I shall kiU you, and then

you will be a murderer!"

To be sure, what the robber demanded of

me—my money—was my own ;
and I had a

clear right to keep it ; but it was no more my
own than my vote is my ovm ; and the threat

of death to me, to extort my money, and the

threat of destruction to the Union, to extort my
vote, can scarcely be distinguished in principle.

A few words now to Republicans. It is ex-

ceedingly desirable that all parts of this great

Confederacy shall be at peace, and in harmony,

one with another. Let us Repubhcans do our

part to have it so. Even though much pro-

voked, let us do nothing through passion and

ill temper. Even though the southern people

will not so much as listen to us, let us calmly

consider their demands, and yield to them if, in

our deliberate view of our duty, we possibly can*

Judging by all they say and do, and by the sub-

ject and nature of their controversy with us, let

us determine, if we can, what will satisfy them ?

Will they be satisfied if the Territories be

unconditionally surrendered to them ? We
know they will not. In all their present com-

plaints against us, the Territories are scarcely

mentioned. Invasions and insurrections are

the rage now. Will it satisfy them if, in the

future, we have nothing to do with invasions

and insurrections ? We know it will not. We
"so know because we know Ave never had any-

thing to do with invasions and insurrections;

and yet this total abstaining does not exempt

us from the charge and the denunciation.
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The question recurs, what will satisfy them ?

Simply this : We must not only let them alone,

but we must, somehow, convince them that

we do let them alone. This, we know by ex-

perience, is no easy task. We have been so

trying to convince them, from the very begin-

ning of our organization, but with no success.

In all our platforms and speeches we have con-

stantly protested our purpose to let them alone

;

but this has had no tendency to convince them.

Alike unavailing to convince them is the fact

that they have never detected a man of us in

any attempt to disturb them.

These natural, and apparently adequate

means all failing, what will convince them ?

This, and this only : cease to call slavery wrong,

and join them in calling it right. And this

must be done thoroughly—done in acts as well

as in words. Silence will not be tolerated

—

we must place ourselves avowedly with them.

Douglas's new sedition law must be enacted

and enforced, suppressing all declarations that

slavery is wrong, whether made in politics in

presses, in pulpits, or in private. We must

arrest and return their fugitive slaves with

greedy pleasure. We must puU down our Free-

State constitutions. The whole atmosphere

must be disinfected from all taint of opposition

to slavery, before they will cease to believe

that all their troubles proceed from us.

I am quite aware they do not state their case

precisely in this way. Most of them would

probably say to us, " Let us alone, do nothing

to us, and say what you please about slavery."

But we do let them alone—have never dis-

turbed them—so that, after all it is what we
say, which dissatisfies them. They will con-

tinue to accuse us of doing, until we cease

saying.

I am also aware they have not, as yet, in

terms, demanded the overthrow of our Free-

State Constitutions. Yet those Constitutions

declare the wrong of slavery, with more solemn

emphasis, than do all other sayings against it
;

and when all these others sayings shall have

been silenced, the overthrow of these Consti-

tutions will be demanded, and nothing be left

to resist the demand. It is nothing to the

contrary, that they do not demand the whole

of this just now. Demanding what they do,

and for the reason they do, they can voluntarily

stop nowhere short of this consummation.

Holding, as they do, that slavery is morally

right, and socially elevating, they cannot cease

to demand a full national recognition of it, as

a legal right, and a social blessing.

Nor can we justifiably withhold this, on any

ground save our conviction that slavery is

wrong. If slavery is right, all words, acts,

laws, and constitutions against it, are them-

selves wrong, and should be silenced, and

swept away. If it is right, we cannot justly

object to its nationality—its universality ; if it

is wrong, they cannot justly insist upon its ex-

tension—its enlargement. All they ask, we
could readily grant, ifwe thought slavery right;

all we ask, they could as readily grant, if they

thought it wrong. Their thinking it right, and

our thinking it wrong, is the precise fact upon

which depends the whole controversy. Think-

ing it right, as they do, they are not to blame

for desiring its full recognition, as being right

;

but thinking it wrong, as we do, can we yield

to them ? Can we cast our votes with their

view, and against our own ? In view of our

moral, social, and pohtical responsibiUties, can

we do this ?

Wrong as we think slavery is, we can yet

afford to let it alone where it is, because that

much is due to the necessity arising from its

actual presence in the nation; but can we,

while our votes will prevent it, allow it to spread

into the National Territories, and to overrun

us here in these Free States?

If our sense of duty forbids this, then let us

stand by our duty, fearlessly and effectively.

Let us be diverted by none of those sophistical

contrivances wherewith we are so industriously

plied and belabored—contrivances such as grop-

ing for some middle ground between the right

and the wrong, vain as the search for a man
who should be neither a hving man nor

a dead man—such as a policy of " don't care
"

on a question about which all true men do

care—such as Union appeals beseeching true

Union men to yield to Disunionists, reversing

the divine rule, and calling, not the sinners,

but the righteous to repentance—such as invo-

cations to Washington, imploring men to unsay

what Washington said, and undo what Wash-

ington did.

Neither let us be slandered from our duty by

false accusations against us, nor frightened from

it by menaces of destruction to the Govern-

ment, nor of dungeons to ourselves. Let us

have faith that right makes might, and in that

faith, let us, to the end, dare to do our duty, as

we understand it.



State Rights ai^d the Stjpeeme Court.

SPEECH
OF

SENATOR DOOLITTLE,
OF WISCONSIN,

Delivered in the United States Senate, Febraary 24, 1860.

Mr. President: It is reported of John

Quincy Adams that he once said to his friends,

that the best thing ever uttered by Andrew

Jackson, was that when he swore to support

the Constitution, he swore to support it as he

understood it. I shall make no apology to-day

for the Supreme Court of Wisconsin for con-

struing the Constitution of the United States,

as upon their official oaths, and according to

their own convictions. It needs none; and

no Senator has a right to demand one, and

least of all a Senator from the State of Georgia.

The Supreme Court of Georgia, as late as 1854,

not six months before the decision of the

Supreme Court of Wisconsin, of which he

complains, upon a long and able review of

this whole controversy, summed up by de-

claring :

"The conclusion is that the Supreme Court of Georgia is

co-equal and co-ordinate with tlie Supreme Court of tlie

United States; and not inferior and subordinate to that court.
That as to the reserved powers, the State Court is Supreme;
that as to the delegated powers, tlie United States Court is

Supreme; as to powers, both deleeated and reserved, the
concurrent powers of both courts, in the languaRe of Hamil-
ton, "are equally supreme,' and that as a consequence the
Supreme Court of the United States lias no jurisdiction over
the Supreme Court of Georgia, and cannot, therefore, give it

aa order, or make for it a precedent."

Wisconsin has never gone to that length

;

she has never yet denied the appellate juris-

diction of the Supreme Court, in cases acknow-

ledged to arise under the Constitution of the

United States. She has only asserted her

right to judge for herself as to what powers

are delegated, and what reserved by it ; and

upon that question her Supreme Court is co-

equal and co-ordinate with the Supreme Court

of the United States, and not inferior or sub-

ordinate to that court. If the Supreme Court

of Wisconsin has erred in assuming this power

to judge for itself independently of the Su-

preme Court of the United States, who taught

her that important lesson? The Resolutions

of 1798 ; every Democratic platform for the

last twenty years
;
the unanimous decision ot

the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, in 1798

,

the unanimous opinion of the Court of Ap-

peals, the Court of last resort, in Virginia, in

1814 ;
the whole judicial history of Georgia—

now, or soon to become the Empire State of

the South. (Mr. Doolittle here read from the

Resolutions of 1798, and the history of the

controversy in Georgia, showing that the

State of Georgia denied altogether the appel-

late jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the

United States, and treated that court with

most profound contempt.) I do not question,

and have no right to question the integrity or

good faith of the action of the sovereignties

of Georgia. I do not indulge, either as a

matter of taste or inclination, in impugning

the motives of men in high official station,

acting on the solemnity of their oaths. The

motto of old England has too much truth and

significance for me to do so, either in public

or private life ; besides, sir, having been reared

in the Republican school of Jefferson and

Jackson, and maintaining, as I now do, every

principle taught in that school, and which, I

believe, are identical with those of the Repub-

lican party of to-day—I see many things in

the opinion of the Supreme Court of Georgia
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to command my respect. The representatives

from those States who have taught Wisconsin,

one of the " youngest sisters," to think for her-

self, and to be true to her convictions, should

be among the last to censure or condemn her.

I come now to the consideration of the precise

point at issue between the Senator (Toombs)

and myself as it stands uj^on the record, and

as made up by himself. When I first moved

the postponement of this subject, the issue

stood in these words on the record, and as I

understood it

:

" DooLiTTLE—The assumption of the Senator from Georgia
in a single word depends entirely upon the question whether
the law of Congress be or be not constitutional.

" Toombs—Certainly, sir.

"DooLiTTLE—If the law is unconstitutional, the whole pro-
jeedings in the District Couit of Wisconsin is a nullity.
" Toombs—Yes, sir.

"DooLiTTLK— liut if your law is constitutional, then the
proceeding of the Court of Wisconsin was wrong.
"Toombs—I have nothing to say to that now."

The next morning, however, the Senator

from Georgia corrected the record, and the

issue was re-stated in these Avords

:

"Toombs—Whether or not the law was constitutional, the
proceeding of the State Court of Wisconsin I hold to be
wrong. 'J'h;it did not depend upon the question whether the
Fugitive Slave Law was constitutional or not, and in any
event the District Court of the United States for Wisconsin,
having had jurisdiction, there was no power to seize a person
from prison under the habeas corpus and reverse the pro-
ceedings of the Court having competent jurisdiction, and so
nmch of the report as makes me admit tlnit in any event,
whether the Fugitive Slave Law is constitutiimal or not, the
proceeding of the Court of Wisconsin is i iglit, is erroneous.

_
"DooLmLii— I slia 1 not jjo into tlie discussion of this ques-

tion now, as I propose to discuss that point on a future occa-
sion ; but simply desire to say, if the Senator from Georgia
admits the law of Congress is unconstitutional, the District
Court has no jurisdiction under it, and the pro^josition which
the gentleman submits, and the distinction which he makes,
that a law can be unconstitutional, and a nullity itself, and
yet the court have jurisdiction under an unconstitutional law,
IS in my judgment, preposterous.
"Toombs—I merely wished to state my position, not to

argue it; I am prepared to argue it at any proper time."

The issue is cleary made on both sides, and

now fairly understood. It is a question of

constitutional law, addressed to the judgment,

to the calm reason, in the discussion of which

passion and declamation are of no avail. It

is a question of more consequence than the

slavery question, and can be discussed entire-

ly free from all the excitements surrounding

that question. The question is of the juris-

diction or authority conferred on the District

Court of the United States by an unconstitu-

tional law. I thank the gentleman for thus re-

stating the issue : he concedes, in my judg-

ment, the very ground on which the Supreme

Court of the United States based their decision

in 21 Howard. [Mr. D. read extract.] Upon
the assumption taken by the United States

Supreme Court, that the Fugitive Slave Law
is constitutional, the conclusion at which they

arrive follows irresistibly that a person arrested

under it would be imprisoned under the au-

thority of the United States, and a State Ooiirt

on habeas coipus must remand him into cus-

tody, for he would be under legal restraint.

To take the other assumption, that it is not

constitutional, a person arrested under it would

be imprisoned without authority of the United

States, and the State Court on a habeas corpus

must discharge him, because he is under no

legal restraint. What is the issue on the

hearing of a habeas corpus case ? The juris-

diction of the court in such a case is not ap-

pellate ; not for review ; not to reverse the

judgment of other tribunals, but it is a suit to

inquire into the cause of the imprisonment of

a citizen, and if illegal, to discharge him. The

very essence of the issue is, is his imprison-

ment legal or illegal ? with, or without law ?

That is the question. Let us for once take

the negro out of the question, and forget that

slaves or slavery ever existed. A habeas

corpus case is a collateral suit in which the

proceedings and judgments of other courts are

inquired into just to the same extent as they

are inquired into upon actions for false impri-

sonment or in suits upon a judgment.

To test the position assumed by the Senator,

he says, " Concede the Fugitive Slave Law to

be unconstitutional, and still the District Court

of the United States for Wisconsin had compe-

tent jurisdiction." What a solecism I All the

world knows that the United States District

Court has a special and limited jurisdiction, and

only so much as the law of Congress under the

Constitution confers; all else is reserved to the

State courts. An unconstitutional law is no

law—it is a mere nullity. The Constitution

goes with every enactment annulling every

provision repugnant to itself; it is the Consti-

tution whicli breathes into it the breath of life

;

every law is enacted with a proviso implying

that it is not repugnant to the Constitution ; in

the cant phrase, it has force " subject only to

the Constitution of the United States." Hold },

a man in prison under the authority of the '

United States, when the Constitution, the

source of all authority, forbids it I Go tell the

people of Georgia that her Senator contends

that a law of Congress can give to a United

States District Court competent jurisdiction

over a subject matter which the Constitution
ij

itself forbids ! That is higher-law doctrine for i

you with a vengeance ! The courts, then, are

above, and not under the Constitution I Bring ,

this doctrine to a practical test, and suppose |



13

Congress, under the general-welfare doctrine,

should enact a law, and confer general original

jurisdiction of all suits of law or in equity, and

between citizens of the same State ; one citizen

of a State commences an action against another

for slander in the United States District Court

;

a trial is had, judgment rendered, the defend-

ant arrested upon the execution ; upon a peti-

tion to the State court for a habeas corpus, the

petitioner complains that he is restrained of his

liberty without any legal cause. The return

on its face shows that he is held under the pre-

tended authority of the Court of the United

States. The answer of the petitioner at once

is, that the law under which he is held is a

nullity, is unconstitutional, it is upon a subjec*'

matter which the Constitution itself expressly

forbids, and therefore the court which rendered

tlie judgment had no jurisdiction, had no au-

thority to imprison the person of a citizen. Is

not that a sufficient answer? Or suppose the

case to be an action for false imprisonment

brought against the Marshal, would not the

State be compelled to pass on the constitution-

ality of the law, and declare the court had no

jurisdiction ? Without jurisdiction in the court

there could be no judgment; the whole pro-

ceeding is Coram non judice. It is begging

the whole question ; reasoning in a circle. It

is like saying the world stands upon an ele-

phant, the elephant on a turtle, and the turtle

on nothing. Does a court have jurisdiction by

its own mere ipse dixit ? Take the case of the

United States District Court of Wisconsin, and

see where this doctrine would lead. We have

no Circuit Judge of the Urjted States. Our

District Judge holds both District and Circuit

Court; there can be no division of opinion in

the court, and therefore no appeal. It is with

no disrespect to the Judge of this Court that

I say ti', t the same Judge may indict, try, and

BenteT^ce, even to death, any man, woman, or

child in Wisconsin, and there is practically no

appeal to any other Court of the United States.

Add this doctrine of the Senator from Geor-

gia, and there would be no constitutional limit

upon his power—whether constitutional or un-

constitutional—whether within or without the

authority of the United States ; whether within

or outside of his constitutional jurisdiction,

with or without cause, by his warrant alone he

could arrest any citizen of Wisconsin, try him,

sentence him, even to death, and there is no

appeal. No habeas corpus could reach the

prisoner, whether in the State Prison or at the

foot of the gallows! Where are we? In the

United States of America, or at St. Peters-

burg, under the power of an autocrat, whose

will is law ; or under the Constitution of the

United States, which declares that no person

shall be deprived of his liberty but by due pro-

cess of law, which law must itself be subject

always to the Constitution of the United States?

Mr. Doolittle then referred to the character

of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin, the Judges

of which were chosen before the organization

of the Eepublican party, and paid an eloquent

tribute to the worth, probity, and high judicial

character of Chief Justice Whiton, deceased
;

referred to the opinions in the cases of Able-

man, Booth, and Rycraft, in 3d Wisconsin Re-

ports. He gave a history of the cases growing

out of the rescue of a fugitive from Missouri

in 1854, for which Booth was arrested by Uni-

ted States Marshal Ableman. After a hearing,

Booth was discharged on writ of habeas cor-

pus, on four grounds; because the warrant on

its face did not state any offence under the act

;

because the act itself was repugnant to the

Constitution, in clothing mere Commissioners

with judicial powers, and also denying a jury

trial to a person claiming to be a free inhabit-

ant of Wisconsin, and because the Constitution

gives Congress no power to legislate on that

subject. Afterward, Booth and Rycraft were

rearrested, and convicted in the District Court,

but discharged on a hearing before a lull bench

of the Supreme Court; read from the opinions,

1 Justices Crawford and Whiton, 3d Wisconsin

Reports, pp. 79, 80, 81, 82; also, G6, 68; also,

175-6-7-8. He continued—Question his opin-

ions if you will, confute them if you can
;
but

where, I ask, is any evidence to be found in the

opinions, of bad faith, or corruption in office,

ofofficial "perjury;" ofraising his "blood-stained

hands over a violated Constitution." That Sen-

ator (Toombs) owes it to himself, to this Sen-

ate, to the State of Wisconsin, to the sacred

memory of the dead, to take back every word

that he has uttered, calculated to impugn in the

least degree the uprightness and integrity of

that Judge who pronounced the decision of

which he complains. [He read further from

opinions of Judge Smith, 3d Wisconsin Re-

port, pp. 13, 23, 193-4, 114, 116-17, 119-20-

21]. Mr. D. commended these entire opinions

to the Senate and the country as opinions of

able Judges, thoughtful and earnest men, grap-
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pling with the gravest questions underlying the

whole system of G-overnment. He admitted

that had he been consulted, as a lawyer, at that

time, as to the power of Congress to legislate

on the subject of the rendition of fugitives from

service, he should have declared in favor of that

power. Since then, however, by the able dis-

cussion of the subject in his own State, and by

his own careful attention, he now agreed with

Justice Smith and his colleagues of the Su-

preme Court of Wisconsin.

Mr. Webster also maintained the same opin-

ion, that it belonged to the States and not to

Congress to legislate on the subject. Such,

also, he understood to have been the opinion

of Mr. Calhoun and Judge Butler of South

Carolina, as to the original question ; and such,

it seemed to him, must be the true construc-

tion of all persons, brought up in the school

of sturdy old Republicanism. In his opinion,

a large majority of the Republicans of Wiscon-

sin approved of the decision of the Court.

Many Democrats also, brought up in the school

of Jefferson and Jackson, sustained the action

of the Court in interpreting the Constitution

as they understood it. It was not a strict par-

ty question in Wisconsin. The doctrine of the

Senator from Georgia, as to the power of the

Supreme Court, led to absolutism and despo-

tism. It is the tendency of the Judicial au-

thority to usurp legislative powers. He quoted

from Mr. Buchanan, that the judges always

lean to the prerogative of power, and contrast-

ed the difference between the views of Judge

Marshall as a member of the Constitutional

Convention and as Chief Justice of the United

States. He also contrasted Judge Taney aa

Secretary under Jackson, .-sustaining him in his

position that he should administer the Consti-

tution as he understood it, and Taney as Chief

Justice, leaning toward the consolidation of

federal power. The Supreme Court now as-

serted the legaUty of slavery in the Territories,

and the next plank added to the Democratic

platform would be the declaration at Charleston

of the infallibility of the Supreme Court. In

the headstrong zeal pursued by the other party

to force slavery in the Territories they have

ceased to be RepubUcans, and become advo-

cates of the most federal doctrine of the old

federal party against which Jefferson uttered

his loudest thunders. He quoted Jefferson's

opinion of the Supreme Court, in which he

held that it sought, by sapping and mining, to

subvert the Constitution and press us into one

Consohdated Government. The great question

in the science of American Government was,

when the jurisdiction of the State and Federal

Governments came in conflict. Who was to

decide ? It would never do to say that the de-

cisions of the Federal Courts should be received

as final and conclusive. When it usurps power

its decisions must not be respected, and are

binding upon nobody. When a- State and the

United States differ, there is no common um-

pire but the people. He beheld a party calling

itself Democratic, in face of its own platform,

now bowing down to worship at the feet of

an imperial court, and which had asserted this

new doctrme of judicial infallibility, of "im-

maculate decision," in order to irrevocably fix

slavery in the Territories.

'I > ;. )..;' ,1 •>rf; u
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MEDARY'S VETO.

** Popular Sovereignty" m the Territories,

as embodied in Douglas's Nebraska Bill and

Buchanan's electioneering pledge to leave them
"perfectly free" to do as they pleased on the

subject, was already a stale joke; but Gov.

Medary's late veto has given it a new and vivid

elucidation.

We presume there are not many Americans
who can read who are unaware that the people

of Kansas are hostile to Human Slavery. They
have said so in every election held in their Ter-

ritory since 1854, when they were not over-

borne by border ruffian invasion ;
they said so

emphatically in their overwhelming vote to

reject the Lecompton Constitution ; they said

it again in calling, then in electing the Consti-

tional Convention Avhich met last summer at

Wyandot ; and yet again in ratifying the Con-
stitution there made ; and still again in elect-

ing the Free State Ticket to compose and or-

ganize a State Government under that Consti-

tution. Gov. Medary ought certainly to be

aware of all this ; for he has fought it step by
step, and was the opposing candidate for Gov-
ernor at the late election, and badly beaten.

Yet Kansas is still constructively a Slave

Territory—" as much slaveholding as Alabama
or Georgia," says President Buchanan. A very

few slaves, we understand, are still held there,

in pro-slavery nooks and corners, and a slave

was not long since advertised for sale on an

execution for debt in Leavenworth county.

The Territorial Legislature tried last year to

abolish slavery, but the Governor baffled them;
and this year's Legislature returned to the

charge, passing, by a large majority, a bill which
reads thus

:

An Act to Abolish Slavery.

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c.. That slavery or involuntary
servitude, except for the punishment of crime, whereof the
party shall have been duly convicted, is and shall be forever
abolished in this Territory.

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and
after its passage.

That is a short act, and not hard to under-
stand. Let us look first at the dignified grounds
on which President Buchanan's Governor bases

his veto of it:

To the ffanorahle, Vie Hoiim of liepresentatives :

Gentlemen: I have received the bill entitled, "An Act to
Prohibit Slavery in Kansas," and. not satisfied that it accom-
plishes what its title imports, I return it, with reasons.
This bill appears to be more political than practical; more

for the purpose of obtaining men's opinions than for any ben-
efit or injury it can be to any one. I am the more fully con-
vinced of this, from the articles which have appeared in the
organs of the Republican party in tliis Territory, which, it is

proper to presume, speak by authority of those they represent.
Two of the papers before me call upon you to pass this bill, to
see what I may say, and compel me to act m the premises.
"The Republican," of this place, is very emphatic, and "The
Champion," of Atchison City, edited by the .'Secretary of the
Wyandot Constitutional Convention, "(iares" you repeatedly
to fail in sending tliis bill to me, to get my action upon it for
political purposes.

"The Republican" says: "We want to test Gov. Medary."
"The Champion" says: "If Medary will take the responsi-

bility of vetoing it, pass it over his head, and then let them
bring the subject before the courts, and have Judge Taney
make another advance in his theories respecting the constitu-
tion. We shall see, then, what these Democrats, who hnwl
about ' as-good-tYee-State-menas-you-are,' will do when called
upon to act. .\nd we shall see whether there is anything in
their professions of 'Squatter Sovereignty.' "

Always willing to accommodate political opponents, as well
as friends, with my views on politics or any other subject. I
accept the invitation with pleasure, and offer this as an apolo-

gy for the extent I may go in satisfying so generous a demand.

Of course—since Governors are but men, and
often very small men—bills have doubtless been
vetoed ere now on grounds as frivolous and ir-

relevant as these ; but we doubt that any Gov-
ernor was ever till now foolish enough to make
such avowals.

We wish we could make room for the whole
of this unique and facetious Veto Message, but

its inordinate length forbids. It embodies a

synopsis of the poUtical history of our country,

as seen through the Medary spectacles—tracing

the descent of the Republicans from the Tories

of the Revolution, and proving that the Fede-

ralists and New England men were alway&

Avrong, unpatriotic, short-sighted and anti-pro-

gressive, while the Democrats were just the

opposite

—

ergo, the Legislature of Kansas have

no right to abolish slavery ! A Territorial has

a great deal more power than a State Legisla-

ture, but not enough to enable it to decree that

one man shall not legally and rightfully sell

another man's innocent wife and children by
auction to the highest bidder 1 Coming at

length somewhere near the matter in contro-

versy, Gov. Medary says

:

There is a misapiirehension of terms, in saying that the Con-
stitution of the United States carries slavery into Territories,
or any kind of property. The Constitution only protects pro-
perty when carried there, and all contracts, obligations and
agreements between man and man. It is not a respecter of
persons or property, but operates with equal force upon all,

and in the absence of the exercise of sovereignty in such Ter-
ritory, it is authoritative in the protection of all. A Constitu-
tion protective not creative. A Territorial Legislature might
refuse to pass laws to punish horse-thieves, yet my horses aris

as much mine as before, and would still be mine if stolen, and
I would have a right to sell him,, if I could get a purchaser.
The Constitution of the United States extends over all the

persons and property of the countiT and far out into the sea.
It knows no distinctions and cannot know any. Sorglmm,
quite a new thing in Kansas, and unknown to the country
when tlie Constitution was adopted, is just as much propertj
as Indian corn. It is most remarkable that it never suggested
itself to any one to pass a local law declaring Sorghum prop-
erty, and securing it to the possession of the holder, so as to
make it theft to steal it.

Clear as mud, you see ; only it don't explain

how the Lord came to make such egregious

fools as Mansfield, Brougham, and other jurists,

who have adjudged that the ownership of one
man by another is not so natural and indefea-

sible as his ownership of a horse or donkey.

Can it be that Aristocracy and Toryism have
blinded these jurists to truths which are clear

to the luminous intellect of a Medary ?—iVew

York Tribune.
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Mr. Chaikmas : In rising to address the Sen-
ate on this occasion, I shall not affect a diffidence

I do not feel ; and though I cannot hope to in-

terest or instruct you with the rounded periods
of the essayist, like the Hon. Senator from the
let ; the logic and eloquence of the Senator from
the 13th, or the poetic inspiration of the Senator
from the 9th—yet, I trust, the plain language of

a plain man, expressing the convictions of an
intelligent and conscientious constituency, will

not be considered out of place at this time.

And, at thi.s stage of the discussion, I wish to

say, that we accept the sentiments of Gov.
Morgan, in his Annual Message, and those of

Senator Seward, as given in his several speeches
since the organization of the Republican party,

"irrepressible conflict "and "higher law" in-

cluded, as sound expositions of the doctrines of

the Republican party, and which commend
themselves alike to the head and the heart of

every lover of his country, of his race and of

free institutions.

Strange it may seem, that Democratic Senators
on this floor, have not had even a passing fling

at the "higher law." Is it possible that even
the "Democracy" are beginning to feel the
effects of the great moral and religious sentiment
of the free states pressing upon them ?

Yes, sir, in my place as a Senator on this floor,

and in the name of my constituents, do I thank
Mr. Seward for his enunciation of that great and
sublime truth.

Let us look for a moment at the time when it

was made, and the circumstances by which he
was surrounded. Senators were stricken down
in the halls of legislation ; bowie knives, pistols

and clubs were the means used by the so-called

Democratic leaders, to intimidate and overcome

the friends of freedom. The aristocratic element
was controlling the administration, and the
" fool who saith in his heart there is no God,"
was filling the high places of trust and power,
whilst the friends of freedom were dispirited

and dejected.

A howl of mingled rage, astonishment and
anger went up from every Democratic press and
every Democratic gathering in the land ; from
the degraded pot-house politician in the most
bestial, subterranean den in New York, to the
cabinet minister ; it was equally a matter of
wonder, that any man dare be so bold as to ques-
tion the omnipotence of slavery, or to entertain

the idea which had become obsolete among De-
mocratic politicians, that the laws of the Great
Maker and Ruler of the Universe, were to be
obeyed in preference to the laws imposed by the
slave power.

This position of Mr. Seward was founded on
the rock of eternal truth, and the waves of
obscurity, infidelity and slavery, were dashed
against it in vain ; the intelligent and right

thinking rallied to its support, and its assailants

retired from the contest abashed and defeated.

Next came the statement by Mr. Seward in his

Rochester speech of the " Irrepressible conflict,"

and was greeted by the democracy with the
direst denunciations and misrepresentations. Let
us examine it.

From the earliest period of the existence of the
human race, until the present time, this conflict

has been going on ; the conflict of truth against
error, right against wrong, freedom against
slavery ; it is truly irrepressible, and thus it will

continue while there is a master on the one side
and a slave on the other. "

•

When the poor slave thinks, he becomes con-



eeious of tlie truth that he derives his manhood
from the same Almighty Power which created his

oppressor, that he is naturally his equal, that he
has the same natural right to his own bone and
muscle, to his own thews and sinews, to love
and protect his wife and children as the aris-

tocrat.

The history of our race on its every page, bears
evidence to the truth of this statement. Witness
the history of the feudal system in Europe, and
its extinguishment gradually and peaceably in

some countries, as in England, by the force and
determination of the people on the one side, and
the giving way of the oppressor on the other,

although even then the irre2)ressible conflict

cost a monarch his head, as well as crown.
In France, on the contrary, the oppression was

smothered in the blood of the oppressors, and
royal family and nobles alike were sent to a

gory grave, in the blind rage of an infuriated

people. We occasionally hear people exclaim
against the horrors of the French revolution. It

is not to be wondered at for a moment. The
people of France had been imbruted, through
centuries of oppression and serfage ; and when
you systematically deprive a man of the means
of progress, when you make it a crime for him
to learn to read, or to speak his thoughts, when
you seek to make him a mere unreasoning ma-
chine, can you be surprised that when he sees

his oppressor prostrate before him, he should
act like what you sought to make him by the
system of serfdom, a wild beast?

In this irrepressible conflict our fathers bore

a distinguished part. When they entered the

contest for freedom and the rights of man against

the mighty power of the British Empire, they
proclaimed the great truths, " that all men were
created free and equal," and that "governments
only derived their just powers from the consent
of the governed," and on these issues they staked
" their lives, their fortunes and their sacred
honor."
To us, their sons, has this heir-loom descended,

the contest against oppression and tyranny. May
We be worthy the heritage and equal to the
" irrepressible conflict."

The honorable senator from the 13th (Mr.

Colvin), declared his adhesion to the doctrines

of the Jeifersonian Republican party, and to the

present Republican party, its lineal successor,

with but one exception. And when I heard him,
declare, learned lawyer as he is well known to

be, and in the glowing language of his impas-
sioned eloquence, that slavery has no existence

in natural law, but is the creature only of posi-

tive law, and cannot exist beyond the law which
created it, and when he declared his unflinch-

ing opposition to its extension into the territo-

ries, I recognized my gallant and talented old

fellow soldier and colleague of the campaign of

'48, and I could not avoid asking myself the

sorrowful question, alas! " and did he too go up
and acquiesce?"

But, sir, he has become somewhat of a mono-
maniac on squatter sovereignty, and with him it

is a myth, an ideal ; his excited imagination has
clothed it in all the gorgeous hurs of the rain-

bow, and I cannot doubt his sincerity, wiien he
declared his belief that it was for squatter

sovereignty our fathers fought against England in

the war of the revolution.

The act may be an ungracious one toward the
honorable senator, but I must be permitted to
examine the doctrine as reduced to practice,

under a democratic administration, and carried
out by democratic officials in Kansas and Ne-
braska ; and if it does not appear the same
thing in practice that, it does in the imaginary
description of the senator from the 13th, recol-

lect that with him it is an ideal, while the other
is the stern reality of democratic practice.

All the executive, judicial and administrative
officers are appointed by the President and are

his mere creatures, tlie governor having a veto
over the acts of the territorial legislature, with-
out being in any way or manner responsible to

the people for his acts.

How was it with the colonies, previous to and
at the time of the Revolution ? Was not the
government i)recisely the same ? Was not the
governor, judges, marshals, all the executive,
judicial and administrative officers appointed by
the royal power ; the royal governor possessing
also the veto power, and frequently exercising it

to arrest the passage of laws by the colonial le-

gislatures, which he apprehended might be dis-

tasteful to the sovereign or infringe upon the
royal prerogative 1

Did not JeS'erson, in his first draft of the De-
claration of Independence, complain of the royal
governors, that they had interposed the veto,

when the colonies had passed laws, forbidding
the introduction of slaves ? And have not the De-
mocratic governors of Kansas and Nebraska also

exercised the veto power to annul the passage of

laws excluding slaves and slavery from those

territories ? Can the parallel be more complete

;

the royal, democratic governors of the present

day, following with singular and instinctive fide-

lity to their aristocratic and federal principles,

the examples of their illustrious predecessors in

the reign of his majesty George III. Further,

whenever a royal governor failed in his duty to

the crown, in not repressing the exhibitions of

popular sentiment and feeling, he was removed
for his disloyalty.

The long line of Democratic governors, whose
carcasses cumber the plains of Kansas, when for

a moment they hesitated in their fidelity to the

aristocracy ; or if a suspicion was excited that

they were deficient in those cardinal virtues of a

servitor of despotism, passive obedience and
non-resistance, they were brought to the block,

and no plea of former services rendered to the

slave power availed them, or stopped for a mo-
ment the descent of the fatal axe.

Is more needed to complete the parallel of

scjuatter sovereignty to the government of the

colonies ; history furnishes it to our hands, in

the disturbed state of the country previous to and
at the time of the Revolution, the armed force

kept here to prevent the gatherings of the peo-

ple, and to reduce them to submission. Were
not citizens of Boston shot down in the street

by a hireling soldiery, and yesterday, sir, the

5th of March, was the anniversary of the bloody

deed, long held in remembrance by the people

of that city ? And did not the tory papers of that

day ridicule and traduce the shriekers for free-

dom in the colonies, and denounce them as

rebels and traitors ? And have we not had the

same scenes re-enacted in Kansas ? Was not

that territory invaded by hordes of armed Mis-
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sourians, all "sound on the goose," in the inte-

rest ofslavery, andheaded by that eminent Demo-
crat, drunken Dave Atchison, ex-president, pro

tem, of that august body, the Senate of the United

States ? Was not Lawrence sacked and pillaged

;

citizens of the territory shot down in cold blood

and left weltering on her plains 1 Did not De-
mocratic politicians, and Democratic papers ap-

plaud the acts and denounce every man who
ventured to remonstrate, as shriekers for free-

dom and sympathisers with the rebels and
traitors of Kansas, as they were called by the

aristocrats and slaveholders in possession of the

general government. And as our fathers re-

belled against the colonial governments, and the

tyranny of royal governors, and drove out their

invaders, so did our brethern in Kansas rebel

against Democratic squatter sovereignty, when
reduced to practice, and drive out the Missouri

invaders, who sought to fasten slavery upon
her.

After the revolutionary war, the first we heard

of squatter sovereignty was from St. Clair, the

federal governor of the Northwestern territory,

appointed by the elder Adams. St. Clair enun-
ciated the doctrine in an address to the territo-

rial legislature in 1803, for the doing of which
he was removed from office by Jefferson, the then
President.

It next was exhumed and brought to light by
General Cass, in his Nicholson letter of 1847, a

fitting resurrectionist of the old federal doctrine;

for his laudation of Louis Phillipe and the

crowned heads and courts of Europe, proved his

adaptation to the task.

In 1856, the convention at Cincinnati adopted
it, declaring it a democratic dogma, and that a

belief in it is necessary to political salvation,

and also affirmed that the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, and the enactment of the Kansas
and Nebraska territorial law, were founded on
this principle.

The federalists, aristocrats and slaveholders,
continued in its support so long as they sup-
posed it would be to their interest, and when it

no longer served their turn, they cast it aside in

their democratic senatorial caucus, and advanced
to the position that both Congress and the terri-

torial legislature cannot legislate against Slavery
in the territories, but are obliged, when neces-
sary, to legislate for its protection.
The Little Giant could not remain long behind.

So, on Wednesday last he made his last great bid
for the Charleston nomination, by making the
shameless admission that squatter sovereignty
was a snare and a delusion from the beginning

;

and that he all tlie while intended Slavery should
go into the territories. The following is his
language: "But inasmuch as the power to in-

troduce Slavery, notwithstanding the Mexican
laws, was conferred on the territorial legislatures
under the compromise measures of 1850, the
right to introduce it into Kansas, notwithstand-
ing the Missouri restriction, was also proposed
to be conferred, without expressly repealing the
restriction. The legal efi'ect was precisely the
same.''

Now, gentlemen, tee are ready for the contest.

We challenge you to the combat, with Stephen
A. Douglas, squatter sovereignty, old federalism,
extension of Slavery and niggers for the nigger-
less on the one side ; and on the other, Wm. H,
Seward, the principles of Jefferson and the

Fathers, in the government of the territories,

the restriction of Slavery, land for the landless,

and the protection of the rights of labor against

capital.

Such are the platforms upon which the res-

pective parties go before the people. On these

the political battle is to be fought, and may God
defend the right.

At the close of the revolutionary struggle, the

country was exhausted by the long continuance
of the war, the destruction of commerce and
the diversion of industry from all its accustomed
pursuits, in addition, a new form of government
had to be instituted; for the old articles of con-

federation were found to be a failure, a mere
rope of sand which could not bind the countiy
together.

There were men who had lent all their ener-

gies to the contest in separating this country
from England, yet they had been so moulded by
education and habit to a conformity with exist-

ing forms of government, that they dared not
think of any other ; they had no confidence in

the capacity of the people for self-government,

and were desirous of establishing a limited mo-
narchy, or as near it as they could arrive. At
the head of this class stood Alexander Hamil-
ton, a man of rare endowments and of uniloubt-

ed patriotism, but who distrusted the people.

On the other side were those who desired to

make the people sovereign, who had confidence

in them, in their honesty, integrity and capacity;

and who so fit to lead this body of men, as he
who gave to the world the immortal truths em-
bodied in the Declaration of Independence. Thus
Hamilton became the representative of the one
set of ideas, and Jefferson of the other.

These were the warring elements in the Con-
vention that framed the Constitution of the

United States, and as neither party fully triumph-
ed, the Constitution as framed and submitted to

the States for adoption, was a partial compro-
mise.

When the new government was organized

under the Constitution and put in operation,

these conflicting ideas sought to give each its

own construction to the Constitution, and im-
press its own character upon the organization of

the general governmerit.

The Federalists, under the lead of Hamilton
and Adams, were desirous of centralizing all

power, and limiting and weakening the several

state governments, insisting that ail power not

denied by the Constitution to the United States,

belonged of right to the general government, and
should be exercised by it.

The contrary oi^inion was entertained by Jef-

ferson, Madison and the Republican party, who
succeeded in adding to the Constitution amend-
ments, embodying their views, as follows, viz.

:

Article 9. " The enumeration in the Consti-

tution of certain rights, shall not be construed to

deny or dis]3arage others retained by the people."

Akticle 10. " The powers not delegated to the

United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited

by it to the states, are reserved to the states re-

spectively or to the people."
The passage of the alien and sedition laws,

during the administration of the elder Adams,
assisted in driving the Federal party from power,
and the commencement of the present century

saw the Republican party take the place of its

opponents in the government of the country.



Daring all this contest, no voice was raised in

favor of slavery ; our fathers, fresh from the

battle fields of the Revolution, whatever their

peculiar views in regard to the form of govern-

ment, chattel slavery was alike abhorrent to

all.

The language of the preamble to that glorious

compact, is characteristic of their devotion to the

doctrine of personal liberty, and is in the follow-

ing words, viz.

:

" We, the People of the United States, in

order to form a more perfect vmion, establish

justice, ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for

common defense, promote the general welfare

and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves

and our posterity, do ordain and establish this

Constitution for the United States of America."
The ordinance of 1737, re-enacted in 1789 by

the first Congress, which assembled under the

Constitution, and by which slavery was excluded
from, all the then territory of the United States,

proves conclusively that chattel slavery was re-

garded as alike in opposition to the laws of God,
and those principles upon which, in the face of

the world, they had rested their defense in

throwing off their allegiance to the mother
country.

Tlie leading ideas of Republican statesmen
were circumscribing slavery and extending free-

dom, to preserve the territories of the United
States as a sacred inheritance for freemen for-

ever, both of native and foreign birth, and to

keep them unpolluted by the footstep of the

slave, the clanking of his mana,eles or the crack

of the driver's whip.
This was the settled policy of the Republican

party, and continued as long as tlie party ex-

isted under that distinctive name.
in 1811, the people of the territory of Indiana,

petitioned Congress to be permitted to hold
slaves. The petition was referred to a commit-
tee, of which the celebrated John Randolph
(himself a slaveholder, be it remembered) was
chairman, and who reported against the prayer

of the petitioners in the most decided language.

In 1803, Louisiana was acquired from France
by purchase ; slavery existed there at the time,

aaid by virtue of the stipulations of the treaty it

continued in existence.

In 1820, after a long struggle, Missouri was
admitted as a slave state, but with the distinct

stipulation in the 8th section of the act admitting

her, that slavery or involuntary servitude, ex-

cept as a punishment for crime, should never
exist nortli of the line of 36^ 30'. This formed
the celebrated Missouri Compromise, and was
claimed by the slaveholders as a victory, having
obtained possession of all the settled portion of

the territory.

But so strong was the feeling in the free states

against this surrender of territory to slavery,

that every northern member who voted for it

went down under the Indignation of his constitu-

euts.

Thus it will be seen that the principles of the

Jeffersonian Republican party were identical with
those now held by the present party bearing that

name ; the same opposition to the extension of

slavery into the territories, the same desire to

keep them for the free white man and his family

to settle and cultivate, the same respect for the

personiil rights of man and the same declaration

of the rights and duties of Congress in the gov-
ernment of the people's property.

The fears of Jefferson regarding the aristocratic

tendencies of the Supreme Court of the United
States have become sad realities

; holding office

by a life tenure, under no responsibility to the

people, they arrogate to themselves the right to

determine the power and duties of co-ordinate

and independent branches of the government, to

change the spirit of the Constitution by construc-

tion and to decide political questions which only
belong to the people to determine.

In 1824 there were five Republican candidates

in the field, for the Presidency ; the old Federal

party having disbanded, the members of it still

Imbued with the old principles of the party, were
scattered loose around among the supporters of

the dlfl'erent candidates ; the result of that con-

test, which was decided in the House of Repre-
sentatives, is well known. In 1828 are-organiza-

tion look place under Jackson and the democratic

party was the result.

The principles of the old Republican party

continued to govern the Democratic until the

election of Polk, who in an evil hour succumbed
to Calhounismand old federalism, and since then

the retrogression of the party has been constant

and rapid, with an old Federalist at the head of

the government as President, an old federalist as

Chlfef Justice, and nulllfiers and dlsunlonlsts fill-

ing all the high posts of government and coutrol-

Ing the administration.

The Missouri Compromise was repealed by a

Democratic Congress ; the bill was introduced by
Stephen A. Douglas, without a single petition

asking for It even from the South; it was carried

through both houses by a Democratic majority

and approved by a Democratic President.

Further, the President promised in advance to

take care of those members of Congress from
the free states, who should vote for it contrary

to the wishes of their constituents and suffer a

loss in consequence of that vote.

And well did the President fulfill that promise.

But few of the recreant members were returned

at the next congressional election, and the poli-

tical bankrupts were quartered by the President

on the foreign missions and consulates ; thus,

proving, beyond the possibility of denial, that

the Democratic party systematically rewards

representatives who will betray their constitu-

ents. Was anything more vile, more demoraliz-

ing, moi'e wicked, ever practised in the despotic

governments of Europe ? When the news came

j
north, the softs fretted and fumed, talked loudly

j
about their opposition to the extension of

slavery, and their devotion to freedom ; but
when they took the " sober second thought,"

and recollected that slavery had the disposal of

the ofiices, their anger cooled down, they took
the back track, went up to Syracuse and ac
quiesced. The hards brazened it out ; they de-

serve respect for being consistent even in the

wrong.
Although they have tlirown away all of the

principles of Old Hickory, yet they retain some
share of his outspoken frankness. And when
they have made up their mind to serve the

devil (which they often do), they will describe

him at full length, horns, cloven foot, tail and

all, while the softs, under the same circum-

stances, yes, even In the act of acquiescing, will

swear you that the object of their devotion is an



angel of light. Such men do " steal the livery

of the court of Heaven to serve the devil in.

There arose at nearly the same time, two stars

of the first magnitude, above the political horizon

of this state, I refer to Silas Wright and Wil-
liam H. Seward. Each pointed the way in his

own party, and as Moses led the Israelites out of

Egypt, so these great leaders guided the true

Democracy, each of his own party, towards the

haven of Republicanism.

The ethics of each were those of Jefferson and
the Republican fathers, and each was equally op-

posed to aristocracy, federalism and the ag-

gressions of the slave power ; and the teachings

of each, followed to their legitimate sequence,

has brought into existence the Republican party.

Each deemed humanity worth far more, for de-

velopment and preservation, than for con-

sumption and destruction. With both Wright
and Seward man was deemed of far more
worth than gold, and so each came in coullict

with the monarchist.s and federalists of his

party.

Notwithstanding, the nomination of Wright
alone saved the State of New York, and the

election of Polk to the Democracy, yet for his

known and avowed Republican principles, he
was doomed to destruction, by the aristoci"ats,

nulliflers and slaveholders now in possession of

the general government, the decree was sent

forth and their servile tools were instructed to

to eus\ire his defeat, and this was accomplished
in the name of Democracy. " Oh ! Democracy.
What crimes are perpetrated in thy name !

"

The star of Silas Wright set early, but unob-
scured by the mists and fogs of modern Demo-
cracy.

Mr. Seward was doomed to an almost similar

ordeal. After the death of Clay and Webster,
he was left the leader of his party, and as he
was the known and acknowledged representative

of the true Democratic and free labor element in

that party, the same means were employed to

compass his destruction as was successful in the
case of Wright. The administration of the ge-
neral government was also,,employed, directing,

aiding, counseling and rewarding the assassins
;

and this, too, by that administration which in-

flicted the Fugitive Slave Law upon an insnlted

country ; which employed the army and navy of

the United States in hunting and returning poor
fugitives from slavery, and which surrounded
with chains the court house in Boston to accom-
plish the same unhallowed purpose.
The causes and acts described culminated in

the formation of the Republican party.

The friends of Silas Wright, in the Democratic
party, determined upon active, open opposition
to the aristocracy and the slave power, and with
the assistance of many Whigs holding the same
opinions, assembled at Buffalo, in 1848, and in-
augurated the movement, by the nomination of
Martin Van Buren, and the adoption of the Buf-
falo platform. This action produced the defeat
of Cass, and the election of Taylor, in the me-
morable conflict of that year. The death of
Taylor took place soon after his entering upon
the duties of office, and was followed by the ad-
ministration of Fillmore, which completed the
demoralization of the Whig party,

A portion of the Democratic free-soilers of
'48, under the blandishments of Prince John,
and the allurements of the flesh pots of the

treasury, again went back w the latter-day De-
mocracy. The intestine divisions, the quarrel-

ling in the primary meetings, the broken heads
in Tammany and the bludgeoning in state con-
ventions, shows the old quarrel still open and
going on as rampant as ever ; and thus will it

continue, for be assured, old Federalism and the
slave power, now governing the party, will never
forgive you, that you dared entertain independ-
eut opinions, and say that Jefferson and the
fathers taught otherwise than the modern De-
mocracy. Aye humble yourselves in the dust,

crawl on your bellies and eat dirt all the rest of

your lives, and yet you will not be forgiven.

—

The slave power is implacable, inexorable ; the

fate of John A. Dix is held up in terrorem over

your heads.

W'ell may it be written over the portals of

modern Democracy, as it was over the entrance
of a certain other place. " Who enters here

leaves hope behind."

In 1852, the Whig and Democratic parties

enfered upon the contest of that year, standing

upon the same platform; and, as might have
been expected, the Whigs were defeated. The
large capitalists and the slaveholders calculating

rightly, that the latter-day Democracy M'ere

more reliable, more devoted to their interests

;

and that the leaders of the Democracy in the

northern states were as reckless in their pursuit

of treasury pap and official place, as the Dutch
skipper was in the pursuit of trade, when he de-

clared, that " if he could make six pence by pass-

ing through hell, he would run the risk of

scorching his sails."

This defeat crushed out the Whig party and
resolved it into its primitive elements. That
portion of it which held the views of Mr. Seward,

who had ever stood steadily by him in his de-

fense of freedom and the rights of man, in short

the republican and true democratic jiortiou of

the AVhig party, joined the old free-soilers and
radical democrats who were driven out of their

party by the aggressions of Pierce, his open de-

votion to slavery in all its requirements and the

insulting letter of his secretary. Gushing, that

he intended to crush out free-soilism in the

northern States.

These united in the formation of the republi-

can party, congenial elements seeking their poli-

tical affinities.

Mr. Chairman, it was my good fortune to be
present and to assist in the formation of this

great and glorious party. It was a sight enno-

bling to our common humanity to see men who
had been warring against each other in hostile

and conilictii]g political organizations for a life-

time coming together and yielding up their pre-

judices ; being satisfied that they had the same
principles, the same love of freedom and the

same hatred of oppression in common.
But the crowning act was when the Whig con-

vention, which was in session at the same time,

came into the room where the free-soil demo-
cratic convention was held, and there both

parties, in a spirit of true devotion to freedom,

offered up on the altar of their common country

their party name and their party organization
;

there never has been such a scene enacted in oar

country since the time when our revolutionary

fathers^assembled and pledged their lives, their

fortunes and their sacred honor in the cause of

freedom.



It was no common act, of abDegation on the

part of the Whig convention. They were the

representatives of a great party, which had had

its presidents and which even then held the

political power of this great State in its hands ;

it had its battle-fields, its victories, and
_
its

cherished party name to think of. But patriotism

and true devotion to country demanded the

sacrifice ; tiiey never hesitated : they were equal

to the high m"ission. All honor to them for the

act.

Well was it said at the time, " What God hath

joined together let not man put asunder."

This great party thus formed has gone on con-

quering and to conquer, collecting within its

ranks the intelligent, the honest, the fearless,

the lover of freedom and of his race.

Not only the "native to the manor born," but

the man of foreign lineage who loves freedom

and hales slavery here finds his appropriate

place.

But, sir, it may be asked what has become of

the remainder of those who constituted the Whig
party; I answer they have gone to their appointed

place. It is a law governing the whole world

that like not only begets like, but where there is

freedom of motion allowed like also consorts

with like. This is not only true of animate but

also of inanimate nature.

Thus you will find a portion of those who were

Whigs, with the latter-day Democracy, and they

itay generally be knov/n "by their boisterous pro-

fessions of devotion and extreme subserviency to

the slave power, and unmeasured abuse of Re-

publicans and Republican principles. Witness the

attack of Choate on the Declaration of Independ-

ence.

Another portion animated by the most vindic-

tive personal hatred of Mr. Seward, originated

the order of the dark lantern for his certain de-

struction ; the fate of that renowned and mush-

room like association has become a historical

fact. At the last gathering at Binghamton they

not equal in numbers the followers of John
Brown in his mad raid on Harper's Ferry.

The star of William H. Seward is in the ascend-

ant and he is the representative man of his party ;

around him cluster the brave and the free, the

men of strong arms and stout hearts, and they
will not consent that his claims shall be post-

poned in favor of one whose pulses do not throb

in unison with the great heart of freedom beat-

ing in the bosom of the Republican party.

I have thus endeavored to show the position

of the two great parties of the country on the

political questions of the time, with "nothing
extenuate nor aught set down in malice."

The moral and social aspects of the question

and the deteriorating effects of slavery on the

dominant race, and the blight of all progressive

tendenci s and of all industrial pursuits in that

Oountry where it prevails, have been most truth-

fully and eloquently shown by the Hon. Senator

from the 27th.

As to the poetry furnished for the Democracy
on this occasion by the Senator from the 9th, 1

can only say that it is worthy of the spirit in-

spiring it.

Can any man suppose that the sublime thoughts

and noble language of Bryant, Whittier and other

true poets when they sang the charms of nature,

the Grod given rights of man, the eventual and
sure success of virtue and freedom, could ever

have been inspired by the spirit of slavery which
pervades and actuates the latter day Democracy

;

no, had slavery been the theme they would have

sang in doggrel verse like the Senator from the

9th.
'

Bryant never could have given utterance to

that noble thought, in language so befitting the

sentiment :

"Truth crushed to earth, -will rise again.

The eternal years of God are her's
;

Uut error wounded, writhes in pain,

And dies amid her worshipers."
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If, we could first know ivliere we are, and whither we are tending, we
could then better judge wluit to do, and how to do it.

We are now far into the JJfih year, since a policy was initiated, with the

avoiccd object and confident promise of putting an end to Slavery agitation.

Under the operation of that policy, tliat agitation has not only not ceased,

but has constantly augmented.

In my opinion, it will not cease, until a crisis shall have been reached

and passed. " A house divided against itself cannot stand." I believe

tliis government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free. I do
not expect the Union to be dissolved. I don't expect it will cease to be

divided. It will become all one thing, or all the other. Either the

oyponcnts of Slavery will arrest the future spread of it where the public

mind shall rest in the belief that it is in course of ultimate extinction; or

its advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike lawful in all

the states, old as well as ncio—North as well as South. Have we no
tendencij to the latter condition ?

Let any one who doubts, carefully contemplate that now almost com-
plete legal combination—piece of machinery so to speak—compounded of

the Nebraska doctrine, and the Dred Scott decision. Let him consider not

only ichal worh the machinery is adopted to do, and how well adopted ; but

also, let him study the history of its construction, and trace, if he can, or

rathery^/z/, if he can, to trace the evidences of design, and concert of action,

among its chief bosses, from the beginning. But, so far, Congress only, had
acted ; and an indorsement by the people, real or apjyarent, was indispen-

sable, to save the point already gained, and give chance for more. The new
year of JS-54 found Shivery excluded from more than half the states by
state constitutions, and from most of the national territory by congres-

sional prohibition. Four days later commenced the struggle, which ended
in repealing that congressional prohibition.



This opened all the national territory to Slavery, and was the nrst ponit

gained. This necessity had not been overlooked ; but had been provided

for as well as might be, in the notable argument of " squatter sovereignty,

otherwise called " sacred right of self-government^ which latter phrase,

though expressive of the only rightful basis of any government, was so

perverted in this attempted use of it, as to amount to just this
:

i hat it

any one man choose to enslave another, no third man shall be allowed to

obiect That argument was incorporated into the Nebraska bill itseh, m
the language which follows :

" It heing the true intent and meaning of this act,

not to legislate Slavery into any territory or state, nor exclude it therefrom; but

to leave ?he people thereof perfectly free toform and regulate their domestic msti^^

tiitions in their own way, suhject only to the Constitution of the United btates.

Then opened the roar of loose declamation in favor of '* squatter sover-

eignty ," and " sacred right of self-government."

"But," said Opposition members, "let us be more specfc— let us

amend the bill so as to expressly declare that the people ot the territory

mat, exclude Slavery." " Not we," said the friends of the measure; and

down they voted the amendment. While the Nebraska bill ^vas passing

through Congress, a law case, involving the question of a negro streedom,

by reason of his owner having, voluntarily, taken him, first, into a tree

state, and then a territory, covered by the congressional prohibition, and

held him as a slave, for a long time in each, was passing through the United

States circuit court for the district of Missouri ; and both Nebraska bill and

law suit were brought to a decision in the same month ot May, lb&4.

The negro's name was " Dred Scott," which name now designates tlie

decision finally made in the case.

Before the then next presidential election, the law case came to, and was

argued in the Supreme Court of the United States ;
but the decision ot it was

deferred until after the election. Still, before the election, Senator Trum-

bull, on the floor of the Senate, requests the leadmg advocate ot the

Nebraska bill to state his opinion, whether the people of a territory can

constitutionally exclude Slavery from their limits, and the latter answers:

"That is a question for the supreme court." The election came
;
Mr

Buchanan was elected, and the indorsement, such as it was, secured, iliat

was the second point gained. The indorsement, however, tell short ot a

clear, popular majority, by nearly four hundred thousand ^^tes, and so,

perhaps, was not overwhelmingly reliable and satisfactory. The o?^f^-or«|

President, in his last annual message, as impressively as possible echoed back

upon the people the weight and authority of the indorsement.
^ _

The Supreme Court met again; they did not ^nxiom^cQ their decision, but

ordered a re-argument. The presidential inauguration came, and still no

decision of the court ; but the incoming President, in his maugural address,

fervently exhorted the people to abide by the forthcoming decision, what-

ever it might be. Then in a few days came the decision. The repu ed

author of the Nebraska bill, finds an early occasion to make a speech at tins

Capitol, indorsing the Dred Scott decision, and vehemently denouncing all

opposition to it. The new President, too, seizes the early occasion ot the

StiUman letter to indorse and strongly construe that decision, and to express

his astonishment that any ditferent view had ever been entertained.

At length a squabble springs up between the president and the author

of the Nebraska bill, on the mere question of fact, whether the Lecompton

Constitution was or was not in any just sense made by the people oi



Kansas ; and in that squabble, the latter declares that all he wants is a

fair vote from the people, and that he cares not whether Slavery be voted

down, or voted up. I do not understand this declaration, that he cares not

whether Slavery be voted down or voted up, to be intended by hiin other

than as an ayt definhion of the iiolicy he would impress upon the public

mind—the j)ri?iciple for which he declares he has suffered much, and is ready

to suffer to the end. And well may he cling to that principle. If he has

any parental feeling, well may he cling to it. That princi[>le is the only

shred left of his original Nebraska doctrine. Under the Dred Scott deci-

sion "squatter sovereignty," squatted out of existence—tumbled down like

temporary scaffolding; like the mold at the foundry, served through one

blast and fell back into loose sand—helped to carry an election, and then

was kicked to the winds. His late joint struggle with the Republicans,

against the Lecompton Constitution, involves nothing of the original

Nebraska doctrine. That struggle was made on a point—the right of the

people to make their ovrn constitution—upon which he and the Republicans

have never differed.

The several points of the Dred Scott decision, in connection with Senator

Douglas's "care not" policy, constitute the piece of machinery in its

present state of advancement. The working points of that machinery are :

First, that no negro slave, imported as such from Africa, and no descendant

of such slave, can ever be a citizen of any state, in the sense of that term

as used in the Constitution of the United States. This point is made in

order to deprive the negro, in every possible event, of the benefit of this

provision of the United States Constitution, which declares " That the

citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of

citizens in the several states."

Secondly, that " subject to the Constitution of the United States,"

neither Congress nor a territorial legislature can exclude Slavery from the

United States territory. This point is made in order that individual men
may fill up the territories with slaves, without danger of losing them as

property, and thus to enhance the chances of permanency to the institution

through all the future.

Thirdly, that whether the holding a negro in actual Slaveiy, in a free

state, makes him free, as against the holder, the United States courts will

not decide, but will leave to be decided by the courts of any slave state the

negro may be forced into by the master.

This point is made, not to be pressed immediately ; but, if acquiesced in

for a while, and appai'entiy indorsed by the people at an election, then to

sustain the logical conclusion, that what Dred Scott's master might lawfully

do with Dred Scott in the free state of Illinois, eveiy other master may
lawfully do with other one, or one thousand slaves, in Illinois, or in any other

free state. Auxiliary to all this, and working hand in hand with it, the

Nebraska doctrine, or what is left of it, is to educate and mold public

opinion, at least Northern public opinion, not to care whether Slavery is

voted down or up. This shows exactly where we now are, and partially,

also, whither we are tending.

It will throw additional light on the latter, to go back and run the mind
over the string of historical facts already stated. Several things will now

appear less dark and myaterions than they did token they were transpiring.

The people were to believe " perfectly freely," "subject only to the Con-

stitution." What the Constitution had to do with it, outsiders could not



then see. Plainly enough now, it was an exactly fitted niche for the Dred
Seott decision to afterward come in, and declare ihn.t 'perfect freedom of the

people to be just no freedom at all. Why was the amendment, expressly

declaring the right of the people to exclude Slavery, voted down? Plainly

enough noio, an adoption of it would have spoiled the niche for tlie Dred
Scott decision. Why was the court decision held up? Why even a sena-

tor's individual opinion withheld till after the presidential election ? Plainly

enough now, the speaking out then would have endangered the ^'perfectly

free'''' argument upon which the question was to be carried. Why the o?i!^-

g^o'ing President's felicitation on the indorsement? Why the delay of a

re-argument? Why the incoming President's advance exhortation in favor

of the decision ? These things look like the cautious patt'in<r sAid jjctting of a

spirited horse, preparatory to mounting him, when it is dreaded that he may
give the rider a fall. And why the hasty after indorsements of the decision

by the President and others? We cannot absolutely hiow that all these

exact adaptations are the result of preconcert. But when we see a lot of

iTamed timbers, diiferent portions of which we know have been gotten out

at different times and places, and by different workmen—Stephen, Franklin,

Ptoger and James, for instance—and when we see these timbers joined

together, and see they exactly make the fram.e of a house or a mill, all the

tenons and mortices exactly fitting, and all the lengths and proportions of

the different pieces exactly adapted to their respective places, and not a

piece too many or too fevv'—not omitting even scaffolding—or, if a single

piece be lacking, we can see the place in the frame exactly fitted and pre-

pared to yet bring this piece in—in S7ich a case we find it impossible to not

heUtve that Stephen and Franklin and Koger and James all understood one

another from the beginning, and all worked upon a common ylan or draft

drawn up before the first lick was struck.

It should not be overlooked that, by the Nebraska bill, the people of a

state as well as territory, were to be left '' ferfcctly''\free,
'' subject only to

ili.e Const ilution.'''' Why mention a state ? They were legislating for terri-

tor'ies, and not for or about states. Certainly the people of a state are and
ought to he subject to the Constitution of the United States; but v/hy is

mention of this lugged into this merely territorial law ? Why are the

people of a territonj and the people of a state therein lumped together, and

their relation to the Constitution therein treated as being jyrecisely the same ?

While the opinion of the court, by Chief Justice Taney, in the Dred Scott

case, and the separate opinions of the concurring judges, expressly declare

that the Constitution of the United States neither permits Congress nor a

territorial legislature to exclude Slavery from any United States territory,

they all omit to declare whether or not the same Constitution permits a

state, or the people of a state, to exclude it.

Fossib/y, this was a mere omission ; but wdio oan be quite sure, if McLean
or Curtis had sought to get into the opinion a declaration of unlimited

power in the people of a state to exclude Slavery from their limits, just as

Chase and Mace sought to get such declaration in behalf of the people

of a territory, into the Nebraska bill— I ask who can be quite sure that it

would not have been voted down in one case as it had been in the other.

The nearest approach to the point of declaring the power of a state over

Slavery is made by Judge Nelson. He approaches it more than once, using

tlie precise idea and almost the language too of the Nebraska act. On one

occasion his exact language is, "Except in cases where the power is



restrained by the Constitution of the United States, the law of the state is

supreme over the subject of Shavery within its jurisdiction."

In what cases the power of the states is so restrained by the United States

Constitution, is left an ojien question, precisely as the same question as to

the restraint on the power of the terrUorics was left open in the Nebraska
act. Put that and that together, and we have another nice little niche,

which we may, ere long, see filled with another Supreme Court decision,

declaring that tlie Constitution of the United States does not permit a state

to exclude Slavery from its limits. And tliis may especially be expected

if the doctrine of " care not whether Slavery be voted doim or voted ?^/;,"

shall gain upon the public mind sufficiently to give promise that sucli a

decision can be maintained when made. Such a decision is all that Slavery

now lacks of being alike lawful in all the states. Welcome, or unwelcome,
such a decision is probably coming, .and \V\\\ soon be upon us, unless the

power of the present political dynasty shall be met and overthrov.'u. We
shall lie down pleasantly dreaming that the people of Missouri are on the

verge of making their state free ; and we shall awake to the rcalitij, instead,

that the Supreme Court has made lUinois a slave state.

To meet and overthrow the power of that dynasty is thework novv^

before all those who would prevent that consummation. That is icliat we
have to do. But how can we best do it.

There are those who denounce us oiienhj to their own friends, and yet

whisper us sofily that Senator Douglas is the aiitest instrument there iis, with

which to etlect that object. They do not tell us, nor has he told us, tliat

he u-ishes any such object to be ettected. They wish us to ivfer all, from the

facts, that he now has a little quarrel with the head of the present dynasty
;

and that he has regularly voted with us, on a single point, upon which he

and we have never differed. They remind us that he is a very great mav,

and that the largest of m are very small ones. Let this be granted. But
" a livivg dog is better than a dead lion.'' Judge Douglas, if not a dead lion

for this work, is at least a caged and toothless one. How can he oppose the

advance of Slavery? He don't care any thing about it. His avowed
7nission is imiircssing the " public heart" to care nothing ahout it.

A leading Douglas Democratic newspaper thinks Douglas's superior

talent will be needed to resist the revival of the African slave-trade.

Does Douglas believe an effort to revive that trade is approaching? He
has not said so. Does he really think so ? But if it is how can he resist

it? For years he has labored to prove it a sacred right of white men to take

negro slaves into the new territories. Can he possibly show that it is less

a sacred right to buy them where they can be bought cheapest? And
unquestionably they can be bought chcai^cr in Africa than in Virginia. He
has done all in his power to reduce the whole question of slavery to one

of a, mere right of jtroperti/ ; ^^^^ ^^ such, how can he oppose the foreign

slave-trade—how can he refuse that "property" shall be " perfectly free

"

unless he does it as a protection to the home production ? And as the home
producers will probably not ask the protection he will be wholly without a

ground of opposition.

Senator Douglas holds, we know, that a man may rightfully be iviser to-day

than lie was yesterday, that he may rightfully change when he finds himself

wrong. But, can we for that reason run aliead and infer that he will make
any particular change, of which he himself has given no intimation? Can
we safely base our action upon any such vague inference? Now, as ever,
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I wish to not misrepresent Judge Douglas's position, question his motives, or

do aught that can be personally offensive to him. Whenever, if ever, he
and we can come together on iirinciyle, so that our great cause may have

assistance from his great ahilitij, I hoped to have interposed no adventitious

obstacle. But clearly he is not now with us—he does not pretend to be

—

he does not yromise to ever be. Our cause, then, must be intrusted to and

conducted by its own undoubted friends—those whose hands are free,

whose hearts are in the work, who do care for the result.

Tv^^o years ago, the Republicans of the nation mustereid over thirteen

hundred thousand strong. We did this under the single impulse of resist-

ance to a common danger, and with every external circumsty.nce against us.

Of strange, discordant, and even hostile elements, we gathered from the four

winds andformed and fought the battle through, under the constant hot fire

of a disciplined, proud and pampered enemy. Did we brave all then to

falter now?

—

?i"ic—when that same enemy is ivavering, dissevered and
belligerent? The result is not doubtful. We shall not fail; if we stand

firm, we shall not fail. Wise councils may accelerate or mistakes delay it,

but, sooner or later, the victory is siire to come.
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Mr. President and Gentlemen :

As one of the delegates who had the honor to represent the Republicans
of Wisconsin in the National Convention, I feel called upon to give you a

brief account of our doings and of the views which guided us in our course.

We have faithfully endeavored to do our duty, as we understood it, and I

am bold enough to assume that our understanding of it did not differ from
yours.

We went there not only for the pui-pose of subserving the interests of

the party, but above all of promoting the interests of our canse.

The question to be solved at Chicago, as we understood it, was not only
how we could beat the Democracy, but whether a defeat of the Democracy
would be a victory of Republicanism. We do not forget that there are

triumphs which are no victories, and that such triumphs, dangerous and
treacherous as they always will be, may become even worse than defeats;

for, being the triumphs of politicians instead of the cause, they will loosen
the moral bonds which hold a party together, and substitute in their place
the mere cohesive power of public plunder.

We are well aware, that for some time previous to the meeting of the
National Convention, in some Republican newspapers, in speeches and pri-

vate circulars, an extreme tenderness was shown for the prejudices and sus-

ceptibilities of those, who had never acted with us, while much less regard
was paid to the feelings and preferences of the Republican masses. We
expected to see this policy urged upon th« National Convention, and we
were determined to present to it a bold and unflinching opposition. For,
we thought we appreciated the true element of our strength. We knew
that mere drill and discipline, and party dictation would never drive the Re-
publican masses into silent obedience to the mandates of that convention, if

those mandates run contrary to the popular conscience. We kept in mind
that the Republican party had sprung from the indignation of the people



aroused by a flagrant breach of trust, and had gained its strength by
the uprising of the popular heart for great positive ideas; that it is a party
of volunteers held together not by drill and command, but by the moral
power of a great common cause, that by joining the Republican organiza-

tion, not one of us gave up his moral and political independence ; that we
did not deed away our conscience in inscribing our names upon its roll

;

that its claims on our support depend on the hold it has on our convictions
;

that its tenure is on good behavior, and that it cannotand shall not be ruled

by the wily arms of secret diplomacy.

I have heard it said that in consequence of all this, the Republican party

is a very difficult* party to be managed—but nothing in the world can be
easier, as long as the simple but great truth is kept in view, that the masses
will remain true to the Republican party, as long as the Republican party
remains true to itself. It was our conviction, that if the Convention had
fallen into the fatal error of attempting to change the faith and policy of

the party, as we would change our dress, it would quickly have found out

that the Republican party is essentially the party of independent men, that

its power rests upon public opinion, and that it can do no wrong with im-
punity.

With these ideas uppermost in our minds, we went into that Convention,

determined to preserve in its purity the original idea upon which the party

was founded ; determined never to sell out the moral character and the

great future of the Republican cause for the treacherous glitter of plausible

combinations, brought about by trade and compromise, determined rather to

risk a defeat than to lose our own identity in the chase after a delusive

phantom of party success; in one word, determined to have a Republican
platform, and upon it a Republican candidate. I leave it to the people of

Wisconsin to decide whether they were misrepresented by their delegates.

By the partiality of our delegation, I was placed upon the committee on
platforms and resolutions. The spirit which animated that committee was
that the standard of Republicanism should not be lowered one single inch.

We endeavored to lift the creed of the party far above the level of mere
'Oppositional policy. The platform givesit a positive character. The Repub-
licans stand before the country, not only as the Anti-slavery party, but em-
phatically as the party of free labor. While penning up slave labor within

the limits which the legislation of sovereign states has assigned to it, we
propose to plant free labor in the territories by the Homestead bill, and to

promote free labor all over the land by the encouragement of home indus-

try. In throwing its shield over the eternal principles of human rights, thie

platform presents the Anti-slavery policy of the party in its logical connec-

tion with the great material interests of the country. •' To man, his birth-

riglit ; to labor, freedom ; to him that wants to labor, work and in inde-

pendence ; to him that works, his dues." This is the Republican platform.

It affords me special satisfaction to state, that the resolutions, the passage

•of which was recommended by the Republican State Convention of Wis-
consin—I mean those concerning the Homestead bill, and the rights of

naturalized citizens, were successfully advocated, and form part of our na-

tional creed.

Our platform, adopted without opposition and almost without discussion,

adopted amidst the most spontaneous and sublime outbursts of enthusiasm

human eye ever witnessed, is before the people. It is the boldest, plainest,

the most liberal ever presented to the nation by a political party, and thp



enthusiastic shouts of millions from Maine to the Rocky Mountains, have

already sanctioned it with their approval.

Mr. President, the delegates of this state were instructed to cast their

votes for the nomination of William H. Seward. It was certainly not for

reasons of availability that Mr. Seward's name was brought forward. But
we were accustomed to look up to him as the intellectual head of the politi-

cal anti-Slavery movement. From him we received the battle-cry in the

turmoils of the contest ; for he was one of those bold spirits who some-
times will go ahead of public opinion, instead of tamely following its foot-

prints. He would compress into a single sentence—a single word—the

whole issue of a controversy; and those words became the inscriptions

on our banners, the pass-words of our combatants. His comprehensive intel-

lect possesses the peculiar power of penetrating into the interior connection,

and grasping the general tendency of events and ideas, things and abstrac-

tions ; he charms our minds with panoramic views of our political and
social condition, and the problems to be solved ; his telescopic eye seems to

pierce even the veil which covers future developments; and while all his

acts and words are marked by a thorough-going and uncompromising con-

sistency, they are at the same time adorned with the peculiar graces of

superior mental culture.

The same qualities which made him the object of the fiercest and most
acrimonious hostility on the [»art of our opponents, could not fail to assign

to him, in the hearts of his friends, a place which hardly another man in

the nation could fill. But a popularity like this, is not apt to become gen-

eral. He was one of the earliest champions of our cause. He fought

for it, sometimes single-handed and alone, standing firm and unmoved in the

storm of fanaticism and vituperation. He fought for it when he was
unpopular, and all the prejudice that existed against his principles, all the

odium that was cast upon his doctrine, centered upon his person. He was
the bugbear with which political children were frightened, and a great many
were accustomed to couple with the name of Seward all that was detestable

and dangerous. His principles emerged from that cloud of prejudice, but
his name did not, and although a daily increasing number of friends gath-

ered around him, yet a great many could not divest themselves of their early

impressions.

And so this became one of the instances, which you so frequently meet
with in the history of mankind, that individuals have to pay a tribute of

self-denial to their own greatness. The success of the cause they serve is

apt to bring with it the disappointment of their personal aspirations. This
is a melanclioly fate, but it is no less glorious and sublime, for even the

highest positive merit mav receive a still higher lustre from the divine appoint-

ment of self-sacrifice. History does not judge men by the outward emblems
of power and preferment. The greatest names are those v^ho need no title

in order to be great. Seward has lost nothing in the Convention. He is

to-day what he was yesterday. Pie can hardly stand higher; he certainly

does not stand lower.

We, the delegates from Wisconsin, voted for him to the last. I may say

that a few hours after my arrival at Chicago I saw that Seward's nomina-
tion was very improbable. I do not lay claim to any particular sagacity

and foresight for that, for it was a plain arithmetical problem. The causes

which brought about his defeat I will not detail ; suffice it to say, that they
were not of a futile nature. But we stood by him, determined to carry hi8<



name as high as possible. Nor did we follow the example of those who
changed their votes after the decisive ballot, before the final result was
announced ; not as though we had been opposed to Mr. Lincoln, than whom
there is no truer man in the nation, but because we thought we owed it

to our old chieftan, that, if fail we must, he should withdraw with the

honors of war, surroanded by an unbroken column of true and devoted
friends. So New York, Wisconsin, Michigan and some delegates from other

States, stood together to the last. Thus was this debt of honor dis-

charged ; we considered it honestly due, and it was honestly paid.

[ need hardly, say, sir, that when the motion was made to make Mr.
Lincoln's nomination unanimous, we seconded it without any sacrifice of

feeling, and when it was carried, we heartily joined in the general enthu-

siasm. We had not gone there, to have our candidate nominated or none;
but with the royal intention to subordinate our individual judgment to the

judgment of the majority, provided the convention asked of us nothing incon-

sistent with our consciences as anti-Slavery men, and the dignity of the Repub-
lican cause. And I do not hesitate to say, that if Gov. Seward had not been
in the field, Mr. Lincoln would, unless I mistake the temper of our people,

in all probability, have been the first choice of Wisconsin. Although Gov.
Seward failed, Mr. Lincoln's nomination nailed the good old Republican
banner to the mast as boldly and definantly as ever.

Mr. President, I had the honor to be a member of that committee who
were to carry to Mr. Lincoln the official announcement of his nomination.

The enthusiasm with which we were received at Springfield was boundless.

There we saw Mr. Lincoln's neighbors, and it became at once apparent that

those who knew him best, loved and esteemed him most. And then I saw
Mr. Lincoln again, for I had met him before in that memorable senatorial

campaign in Illinois, when he, as a man of true and profound convictions,

although discountenanced and discouraged by many leading Republicans,

who thought it good policy to let Mr. Douglas return to the Senate without
opposition, threw himself forward for the imperiled purity of our principles,

gras[)ed with a bold hand the Republican banner, which was in danger of

sinking into the mire of compromise and unnatural combinations, and held

it up proudly aloft in one of the fiercest struggles the country ever wit-

nessed. I met him then, in the thick of the fight, when he bearded the

lion of demagogism in his den, when the brilliant sallies of his wit and
sarcasm drew shouts of delight from the multitude, when the thunderbolts

of his invective rattled triumphantly against the brazen front of Stephen A.
Douglas, when the lucid, unanswerable logic of his arguments inspired every

patriotic heart with new confidence in the justice of our cause, and when
under his powerful blows the large Democratic majority of Illinois dwindled
down to nothing. There I saw him do what perhaps no other man in the

nation would have done. There I learned to confide in the patriot and the

defender of profound convictions, to esteem the statesman and to love the

man.
And, now, I saw him again, surrounded by the committee of the national

convention who had come to lay in his hands the highest honor and the

greatest trust which a political party has to bestow—an honor which he
had not thought of in his hard fought battles, which he had not craved and
had hardly been sanguine enough to expect. There he stood silently listen-

ing to the address of our chairman ; his eyes downcast; in his soul, perhaps,

a feeling of just pride struggling with the overawing consciousness of respou-



sibility. Then he answered, thanking them for the honors bestowed upon

him and accepting the leadership in tlie great struggle, not with the exulting

tone of one who has achieved a personal triumph ; not with the pompous
airs and artificial dignity of one who is conscious of standing upon the great

stage of the world, but with that unaffected modest simplicity of a man who
is strong in the consciousness of his ability and his honest intention to do right.

Many of those who now surrounded him had voted for other candidates in

the convention, and some, still laboring under a feeling of personal disap-

pointment, had come there not without some prejudice unfavorable to Mr.

Lincoln. But when they saw a man who had worked his way from the

humblest station in life to his present eminence, not by fast speculations or

adventurous efforts, not on the wing of good luck, but by quiet, steady labor,

unswerving fidelity to principle and his private and public duties, by the

vigor of his genius and the energy of his character—the man who had w^on

the confidence of the people and was now lifted upon the shield of a great

national party, not by ingenious combinations and adroit management, but

by the popular instinct—unfettered by promises, unpledged to anybody and

anything but the people and the welfare of our country, his hands free to

carry out the honest dictates of his pure conscience, a life behind him, not

only above reproach, but above suspicion, a problem before him, for the

solution of which he was eminently fitted by the native virtues of his charac-

ter, tlie high abilities of his mind, and a strong honest purpose, then they all

felt, with this pure and patriotic statesman, all those great qualities would
return to the white house, which makes republican government what it ought

to be—a government founded upon virtue. And an Eastern delegate, who
had voted against him in the convention, whispered to me in a tone of the

highest satisfaction :
" Sir, we might have done a more daring thing, but

we certainly could not have done a better thing."

I cannot find words strong enough to designate the silliness of those who
sneeringly affected to see in Mr. Lincoln but a second or third rate man, who,
like Polk and Pierce, had been taken up merely for the purpose of expedi-

ency. Let them ask Mr. Douglas, from whose hands he wrested the popular

majority in Illinois ; let them ask those, who once felt the magic touch of

his lucid mind and honest heart; let his detractors ask their own secret mis-

givings, and in their own fears they will read the cause of the joy and assur

ance of his friends. They whistle in order to keep up their courage ; but,

methinks it is a doleful sound. So, then, we stand before the people, with

the platform of free labor, and upon it a true representative of free labor, as

a candidate for the presidency. On this attitude we challenge our enemies

to the battle.

On our Hank we are threatened by the Constitutional Union—nonde-

script; by that party of dry hearts and dead weights, who recently assem-

bled at Baltimore, and, conscious of their inability to make a platform,

adopted a sentence from a fourth of July oration as their common creed,

and will in all probability circulate Mr. Everett's Mount Vernon papers as

their principal campaign documents. They know no north, no south, no

east, no west, no anytliing, and least of all they know themselves. See

them march on, ready to charge, gently and with forbearance, lest they step

upon somebody's toes, and slowly and noiselessly, lest their own soldiers,

frightened by their own impetuosity, suspect themselves of sinister designs

—

for theirs is an army which by the accidental explosion of a percussion cap

might be thrown into the most frightful disorder. It is said that one oi
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their can did cites contemplates declining the nomination. Let him well pon-
der what he is doing. Let him not, with his accustomed rashness in political

matters, skip over so awful a responsibility ; upon his resolution so or so may
depend a ditference of five or ten votes at the next national election.

In front we face the Democracy. Thanks to the restless impatience of

]\[r. Douglas's ambition, and to his unscrupulous duplicity, the Democratic
party is fast falling to pieces. Indeed we are greatly indebted to that man.
When, by the Nebraska bill, and the invention of the popular sovereignty

dodue, he tried to gain the favor of the south, he helped build up the Repub-
lican party in the north ; and when by refusing to acknowledge the logical

consequences of his own ])Osition, he tried to retrieve his fortunes at the

north, he disorganized the Democratic party at the south. And even lately

he demonstrated the existence of the irrepressible conflict more clearly and

forcibly, with due deference to Gov. Seward be it said, than ten Rochester

speeches could have done. He is like the fellow who, in order to get at

t!ie apples that hung rather high, cut down the tree. Yes, that man has

done much of our work, and he did it voluntarily, gratis, for nothing. Let
us be honest enough to confess it; for, sir, I really do not see why the

church should refuse to acknowledge its oblinrations to the devil.

It is not owing to his laudable exertions that the Democracy have opened
the campaign with two platforms and nary candidate ? In fact, when taking

all his kind services into consideration, I am almost sorry of ever having said

anything against that man. But the thing is done, and Mr. Douglas must
be satisfied with as humble an apology as I am able to offer.

The first attempt of the Democracy to unite upon a platform and to

nominate a candidate failed. It could not but fail so long as some of them
insisted on laying down a party creed that meant something. A Democratic
platform, in order to be satisfactory, must mean nothing and everything, as

the Cincinnati platform did. But they will try again to repress the irre-

pressible conflict which rages in their own ranks, and as the day for doing

so they have with great propriety chosen the 18th of June, the anniversary

of the battle of Waterloo. What the result of that Convention will be,

whether one of the contesting factions will carry the day, or whether they

will succeed in uniting them, by conceding to one the platform, and to the

other the candidates, thus cheating each other in attempting to cheat the

people, is to me a matter of supreme indifference. The Democrats un-

doubtedly thought they had done a very smart thing in adjourning their

Convention without nominating a candidate, so as to deprive us of the

supposed advantage of knowing what antagonist we had to deal with.

Without being aware of it, they have indeed done a great thing for us ; for

they have obliged us to rely for success upon the positive strength of our

cause, instead of the accidental weakness of an opposite candidate. And
in this noble and manly attitude we stand before them the only united

National party in the land.

While the Union-savers did not dare to lay down a common party creed

— while the Democrats, with unscrupulous du[)Iicity, attempt to commit a

new fraud upon the people—the Republican party has, with manly fearless-

ness, proclaimed its principles and nominated a candidate who fairly and
honestly represents them. We have undertaken to defeat our opponents,

not by concession and subterfuge, but by boldly and unequivocally re-

asserting the principles in which we believe. We have undertaken to

disarm the prejudices that are against us, not by pandering to them, but by



opposing to them the language of truth. No greediness of a speedy party

triumph has betrayed us into the abandonment of a single position ; no desire

to conclude advantageous alliances has betrayed us into a single compromise.

I am proud to say we have disdained to purchase, at the price of a single

article of our creed, the support of that small set of amphibious politicians

who claim to hold the balance of power, and whose office it seems to have

been, for years, to demoralize parties with their treacherous promises of

support; of those heartless men who, when a whole continent is on fiie,

calculate with bloodless coolness from what side they can draw the greatest

advantage.

They may feel big with the vain boast that they will be strong enough to

defeat us—we have shown them unequivocally enough, that they will never

be strong enough to corrupt us. We have, indeed, invited the support of

all citizens, whatever their party affiliations may have been. But we will

not gain it by false pretences. We will speak to them the language of great

principles, we will appeal to their sense of right and justice, we will assault

their understandings with irrefutable arguments, we will storm their hearts

with solemn invocations, but we have disdained to descend to ambiguous
tricks, which would make us unworthy of being supported by others.

Such is the Republican party of to-day. It is strong, for it seeks and

finds its strength in the greatness of the cause it defends. It will be victo-

rious, for it deserves success. Its success will be a decisive triumph of our

cause, and if the worst should come, even a defeat would be a mere delay

of certain victory. And so we are ready to give battle, armed with that

scrupulous jealousy of principle, that will make us rather perish than com-
prqmise the right ; with that honest pride of conviction which springs from

a deep consciousness of good faith and a true devotion to a just cause.

And the signs of the times show that even in politics honesty is the best

policy, for all honest men who mean to do right, although they formerly

stood against us, are fast flocking around our banner. Listen to me a single

moment. Standing as we do on the threshold of great decisions, I cannot

suffer my mind to be engaged in the walls of this house, or in the narrow
lines of party interest and party policy, not even in the boundaries of this

country. There is the wide world around us with its manifold races of

nations and men, all of them for thousands of years engaged in the arduous
struggle for happiness and freedom, now advancing with spasmodic force

and rapidity, now falling back again exhausted and discouraged ; always
struggling to disentangle their feet from the treacherous coils of despotic

rule, and always baffled in their efforts ; so much noble blood sj^illed, so

many noble hearts broken, so many noble aspirations turned into despair!

And in this world of strife and anguish there arose this Republic, a

world of promise. It was the gospel of liberty translated into fact. It

was to be the beacon of humanity. But alas! the oblivion of despotic

rule did not work the abolition of the baser passions of human nature.

But half a century elapsed and this free government is ruled by a despotic

interest, the Republic siuks into the mire of Slavery and corruption, sinks

deeper and deeper, and the hope of humanity sinks with it. The advocates

of despotism predict its downfall from day to day, and proclaim with
exultation that the great experiment of Imman self-government has failed.

It is in vain that the best men of the nation, like the prophets of old, rise

up against the growing demoralization. They are sneered at and perse-

cuted, or, at best, their efforts remain isolated and apparently fruitless.
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Suddenly a great startling outrage is perpetrated ; the slave power, with its

train of corruption and demoralization, shows itself in its naked deformity,

and threatens to swallow down the whole future of the country in one gulp.

Now the popular conscience wakes up. The people of the North rise to

a last great effort. The first attempt to rescue the development of the

Republic from the grasp of that despotic power fails, but the movement
grows in dimensions and intensity. We press on and on, and the day of

deliverance is at hand. Oh, it comes at last ! How we have longed to see

it ! How we counted every minute by the impatient throbbings of our

hearts! We rally in formidable array; every fiber of our being trembles

with eagerness for the greatest of struggles ; every pulsation of our blood

beats the charge ! We phice one of the purest, noblest and ablest men
of the nation at the head of our army—^victory is within our grasp

!

No man in whose soul glows a spark of sympathy with struggling

humanity, can now stand idle. No heart that was ever fired by the divine

breath of liberty, can now remain cold.

Let Wisconsin stretch her hand across the great lakes and grasp that of

New York. Let it be known that New York and Wisconsin, who stood

together to the last for Seward in the Convention, will be the first and fore-

most in the battle for Lincoln and Liberty

!
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The Senate resumed the consideration of the

following resolutions, submitted by Mr. Brown

on the 18th of January

:

''Resolved, That the Territories are the common
property of all the States, and that it is the privilege

of the citizens ot all the States to go into the Territo-

ries with every kind or description of property recog-

nized by the Constitution of the United States, and
held under the laws of any of the States ; and that it is

the constitutional duty of the law-making power,
wherever lodged, or by whomsoever exercised, whether
by the Congress or the Territorial Legislature, to enact
such laws as may be found necessary for the adequate
and sufficient protection of such property.

" Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in-

structed to insert, in any bill they may report for the
organization of new Territories, a clause declaring it

to be the duty of the Territorial Legislature to enact
"adequate and sufiicient laws for the protection of all

kinds of property, as above described, within the limits
of the Territory; and that, upon its failure or refusal

to do so, it is the admitted duty of Congress to inter-

pose and pass such laws."

The pending question was on the amendment

offered by Mr. Wilkinson, to strike out all after

the word " resolved," where it first occurs, and

insert

:

" That the Territories are the common property of
\he people of the United States ; that Congress has full

power and authority to pass all laws necessary and
proper for the government of such Territories ; and
that, in the exercise of such power, it is the duty of
Congress so to legislate in relation to slavery therein
that the interests of free labor may be encouraged and
protected in such Territories.

" Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in-

Btructed to insert, in any bill they may report for the
organization of new Territories, a clause declaring that
there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude
in such Territories, except in punishment for crime
whereof the party has been duly convicted."

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, these resolu-

tions bring up at once before the Senate two

distinct and opposite systems of labor and civi-

lization. The resolutions which are proposed

by the Democratic portion of the Senate de-

clare in favor of that one of those two systems

which, in my judgment, is subversive of the

melioration and progress of human society on

this continent. The public mind. North, South,

East and West, is intensely engaged in making

its choice between that system and the scheme

of civilization which is asserted by the resolu-

tions submitted by the RepubUcan side of the

Chamber. I cannot, therefore, exaggerate the

importance of this debate. It is a very ex-

traordinary thing, Mr. President, that the loud-

est complaints of msJadministration of this

Government, and the noisiest alarms of immi-

nent danger to the country, come from those

who, for a very considerable period, have had

possession of its vast revenues, control of its

mighty power, influenoe of its agents and cli-

ents, equally at the capital and in every nook

and corner of the land, and so have formed and

directed its policy, without encountering any

effective resistance or opposition. The Repub-

lican party has been always, as it is now, ab-

solutely powerless to impress its principles on

the administration of the Government. It

stands by and looks on, wondering at the pro-

gress of Democratic administration ; and won-

dering, most of all, at hearing those who have

conducted it entirely in their own way now

threatening to pull down the pillars of the

Union, and involve them all, with themselves^
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in a common ruin. In the name of God, Mr.

President, what does all this mean ? There is

but one explanation of facts so strange and

anomalous ; and that explanation is, that j^ou

still want to continue the administration, when
you have found out that you cannot administer

successfully, or even with safety, for your own
sj'stem.

Mr. President, if there is a Senator here who
will gainsay me in my next prehminary observ-

ation, let him now look me full in the face and

deny, if he can, that his section has had its full

share of political power in this country, from

the hour when the Government was organized

until the exact moment when I am speaking.

More than this, your power in the Government

has been altogether disproportioned to your

numbers. I blame nobody for this, because I

know that it is human nature to use all the pow-

er we have for the advancement of our own
principles, our interests, and our accepted poli-

cies. Undoubtedly, under similar circumstan-

ces, we of the North would do the same

;

therefore I do not complain, but simply state

the fact.

If, now, the present course of administration

of the Government has so far proved a failure

that you are now prepared to pull it down over

our heads, pray tell us who is to blame but

yourselves ? Sir, it is very manifest, from the

confessions of the complainants, that they have

no present or real cause of complaint. The

secret really is, that uprising political principles,

which they are no longer able to keep down,

cast a shadow across their path which disturbs

their equanimity.

The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Toombs] told

us. that the South is in possession of eight hun-

dred and fifty thousand square miles of coun-

try, the most genial and beautiful that God ever

bestowed upon men. He said that he was

proud of it ; and he has a right to be. He
said that this fine region is capable of sustain-

ing a population greater than that of all Europe.

I believe that he spoke withm bounds. He
told us that that region has twelve million peo-

ple ;
mark you, sir, only twelve million. But

we all know that the area of the slaveholding

States is greater by about one-third than that

of the free States ; while its population is at

least one-third less. He spoke glowingly of

the prosperity ofthe slaveholding States. What,

then, could be more unreasonable and absurd

than these whinings and complaints of North-

ern aggressions and oppressions by the grea*

and prosperous South, when the North is en-

tirely out of power ? K he speaks relatively,

then he speaks correctly. Property in slaves

was never so prosperous as to-day. Look into

the slave market; you will find that slaves

never brought higher prices than now. Of
course, slave labor is more .profitable to the

owner now than it has ever been. Sir, these

Southern gentlemen are inconsistent and con-

tradictory
; in one breath they are all boast and

glory, in the next it is all despair and destruo

tion. Please reconcile some of these contra-

dictions.

If the North has, by means of its under-

ground railroads, fatally and treacherously sap-

ped and undermined the foundations of your

whole system of labor, how is it that your pro-

perty has risen in value, and your prosperity

culminated, during all the time it has been go-

ing on ?

One other prehminary remark, Mr. Presi-

dent. The Senator from Georgia rose here in

his place, with a solemnity unusual for him, and

with a countenance which was the very per-

sonation of despair, and announced to an as-

tonished people that we, the Senators on tliis

side of the chamber, are the enemies of his

country. Yes, sir; he felt that we are enemies

of his country, and therefore that power would

be unsafely and dangerously lodged in our

hands. Why, sir, would it be unsafe and dan-

gerous ? Certainly they have suffered no da-

mage from us, so far. He argues after this

fashion : he complains that we have been faith-

less in the execution of his fugitive law, and

therefore the slave property of the South is in-

secure ; but you will remember, sir, that, long

before he got through with his speech, the

slaves in Georgia were so loyal to their masters

that, from the days of the revolutionary war

to the present time, not one hundred of all

their black generations have fled from bondage.

Sir, if there are those whose nature is so grate-

ful that they can thank you for nothing, there

are others whose nature is so discontented that

they will complain upon very trifling cause.

Only one poor negro a year, in eighty years,

has escaped from the great State of Georgia

;

and yet he trembles with rage, declares Avar,

and lays hold upon the pillars of the Union,

One poor negro a year, and even that negro

not certainly lost through the Abohtionists or

the aggressions of the North. The Senator



does not condescend to tell us how any or all

the hundred have been spirited away ; but is

content with boasting that all who have been

lost, from all causes whatever, do not exceed a

hundred.

Mr. President, when gentlemen come here

and volunteer such arguments as these, it is

perfectly evident that there is some motive

stronger than any consciousness of injury re-

ceived at the hands of those they accuse. The

Senator from Greorgia [Mr. Toombs] seems to

have been specially assigned to act as attorney-

general ; and he has brought in a bill of indict-

ment, charging upon the Senators on this side

of the chamber pretty much all the crimes

known in the calendar. It is an indictment

interspersed with something of argument, more

of declamation, and yet more of vituperation.

Now, sir, I acknowledge him to be well and

worthily assigned to this duty, for he is one of

the ablest and most experienced members of

the Senate. If a case could be made out at all

against the North, he is just the man to make
it out. I have already conceded his ability.

All who heard his speech will admit that he

does not lack the necessary zeal. If he has

failed, he may say, with another noted charac-

ter, that he " fell where Satan could not stand."

[Laughter.] Sir, he has failed—utterly, totally

failed. I pass by, for the moment, the im-

peachments of treason and perjury, to reach

another, namely, an impeachment of cowardice

—an impeachment which I confess grated more
harshly on my ear than all the other vitupera-

tions in which he indulged.

The Senator from Georgia said that we, the

Republican Senators here, "and the untold

millions we represent, have fallen so low, that

we have not only lost our virtue, but with it

we have lost our courage, so that we have not

the spirit to resent an injury." Did the Sena-

tor believe the declaration which he made ?

If he did beUeve it, and I have no doubt he

did, from the tenor of his language, he beUeved

that on this side of the chamber we were all

non-combatants. I will not suppose that he

intended to earn a cheap reputation for valor

by insulting those whom he supposed would
never accept a challenge. Mr. President, the

whole world knows, and therefore the Senator

from Georgia must know, that the people of

the free States of this Union have utterly con-

demned, repudiated and abolished the old and
barbarious practice of duehng; every intelligent

man knows, and therefore the Senator from

Georgia knows, that if a Senator here from

either of these States should engage in a duel,

he would, for that cause alone, whatever might

be his excuse, be deserted and proscribed
;
that

he would be treated as an outcast ; while, if

he should kill his adversary, he would be sub-

jected to indictment and trial for murder, and

would forever be excluded from all public trust

of honor or profit. This tone of high moral

sentiment is just and righteous in itself, and I

do not mean to gainsay it now ; but I do feel

that it has placed me at a disadvantage here.

I feel it frequently ; I feel that it often places

all of us here at the mercy of those who, not

having adopted the same just sentiments, act

towards us as if they construed our constrained

forbearance into a want of courage. Our

Northern people have no reason to distrust the

courage of any portion of their fellow-citizens.

Physical courage, with our Northern people,

is a sentiment so general, that I must say that

it is cheapened by its universality. No man
suspects another to be a coward ; for it would

be an exception to almost a universal rule.

Who ever has seen the Northern people called

into the field of combat to maintain their rights,

and not known that braver men never stepped

upon the quarter-deck, braver men never en-

tered the perilous breach? Who ever heard of

a coward among them all, where duty calls?

Sir, we on this side, if I understand the Sena-

tor from Georgia, and the untold millions whom
we represent, have not the courage to maintain

our honor. Even if I thought that

Mr. TOOMBS. I refer the honorable Sena-

tor to my speech. T made no such allegation

against the people of the North. I said that

people who did not maintain their obligations,

(and I was alluding especially to the Republi-

can party,) people who would violate their

compacts, were not to be dreaded when they

threatened to maijh down their millions upon

us. The speech is in print. There is no such

allegation against the people of the North ; but

the gentlemen seem to consider themselves the

people of the North, and I do not. That is

the difference between us.

Mr. WADE. Here is precisely what the

Senator did say : I may construe it differently

from him, perhaps. Let us see what was his

language

:

" I doubt if there be five, out of all the members of
the Bepublican party on this floor, who will etand np
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here to-day, and say they are willing, either by State or
Federal lesiislation, or in any other manner, to uphold
and comply with this provision of the Constitution.
I do not believe there are enough to meet God's final

requisition to save Sodom. No, sir ; they mock at
constitutional obligations, jeer at oaths."

A little further on he said

:

"They place great reliance on this arm of the Black
Republican phalanx [alluding to the slaves, I suppose].
When they get ready for this brotherly work, in the
name and behalf of my constituents I extend to them
a cordial invitation to come down to sec us. But it is

due to candor to say that their reputation needs some
building up among my constituents. We do not think
those men the most dangerous who are the most faith-

less to their compacts ; and, in very truth, we have but
small fear of men, even as leaders of untold millions,
who have not manhood enough to maintain and defend
their own honors."

I supposed that the leader was as courageous,

at all events, as those he led. That was the

construction that I put upon it. I supposed

that it was a declaration that we, and those

whom we represent, lacked that courage which

is necessary to maintain our own honor when

it is impeached. If the gentleman says that

was not

Mr. TOOMBS. I call the Senator's atten-

tion to this : I said that those persons who

were faithless to their compacts, who passed

personal liberty bills, were not to be dreaded

;

and there is no other construction, I think, to

be put on the language fairly, though the Sen-

ator can give it what construction he pleases.

Mr. WADE. I accept the gentleman's con-

struction of it. I put a much larger construc-

tion on it than that; but I am very glad to

hear the Senator's explanation, because I see

that it is no particular merit to us, nor to the

gentlemen on that side, that we generally have

physical courage. We inherit it from our he-

roic ancestors, who, when occasion required it,

dragged guilty kings from their thrones, and

deprived them of their crowns, because they

undertook to trample upon the rights of the

people ; and we, their descendants, I trust in

God, are a« ready to vindicate, not only our

honor, but -nir rights, as were our ancestors,

at any period.

I do not differ widely with the Senator on

one point. The man wLo would be faithless

to his obligations, and would commit perjury,

I think would be very apt to be a coward ; but

on the subject of dueling, I do not wish to be

misunderstood either here or by our people at

home. I agree with them, that it is a barba-

rous mode of settling difficulties at best, and

ought to be totally unnecessary in the advanced

stage of civilization to which we have arrived

in this country. The restraints of civilized life

with us are generally sufficient, and they ought

to be always sufficient among us, to oblige

every man to suppress violent utterances and to

keep within bounds of moderation and respect-

ful consideration of the rights and feelings of

others. The case may be quite diiferent in

semi-civilized communities, where there are no

such other restraints. I do not know but the

duel may be necessary there. In any commu-
nity, if a man cannot be restrained from offer-

ing insult by any more elevated principle than

fear, it may be necessary that he be compelled

to respect the rights of others, even by the

fear of combat. And I do not say that I should

not, in an extreme case, maintain my own
rights in that barbarous way here, whatever

might be thought of it at home. I have said

enough, Mr. President, I trust, on that point.

The Senator charges us all with perjury and

disloyalty to the Constitution. Just see, now,

how inconsistent a gentleman, in the heat of

argument, may become. He has taken here

an oath to support the Constitution; the same

oath which we have taken, and which he ac-

cuses us of breaking; and yet he announced

to us that he is impatient—nay, eager—for a

symbol of war from the Old Dominion against

the Constitution and the Union. I do not use

his exact language, though I have it before me.

He is ready and eager to second her motion.

"One blast from her bugle-horn," he said,

"would call to their feet a million of men." A
million of men, sir I A million of men for

what? Why, a million of men to topple

down the pillars of this Republic, and over-

whelm the whole country in one universal

ruin.

And all this the milUon of men roused by

the bugle-horn of the Old Dominion are to do

next March, if a Republican shall be elected,

constitutionally elected President, in Novem-

ber. Does he not stand on high ground, sir ?

I ask him to say, for himself, that he occupies

high vantage ground, while charging us with

treason and violation of our oaths, when he is

with the same breath threatening to pull down

the pillars of the Union. Sir, if this is not

treason, then I do not know what it is. If it

is not a violation of the oath to support the

Constitution, then I do not understand the im-

port of the words. I know, indeed, that these

things are said in the heat of debate, and may
mean but very little ; but they go out to the

world as deliberate debates, and therefore must

be noticed here.



And now I dismiss this point, and pass from

the declamation to the argument of the gen-

tleman from G-eorgia ; for, as I have said, he

is among the ablest of his class. No man is

more competent to make out a case against the

Republicans or the people of the North. He
has deliberated long ; he has studied deeply,

not merely in the history of ancient and mod-

ern Europe, but even in the history of ancient

Greece, to fortify his argument. What does

his accusation amount to ? First, we have not

been quite nimble-footed enough in executing

his fugitive law. He gives us not one instance,

not one case of deUnquency. He is content

with making a general charge, that we are

faithless to the Constitution in this respect.

Now, sir, I know of no case of resistance to

the execution of the fugitive law in the State

of Ohio. I know a great many men there

who believe, before God and man, that it is

unconstitutional, yet I know of no man who
has stood forth to resist its execution. On the

contrary, whenever a case under it has come

before our courts, it has been carefully scruti-

nized, and the law has been most rigorously

executed. There have been doubtful cases
;

there have even been cases in which there was

Uttle room left for doubt that the seeming rem-

edies granted by that law have been perverted

to the atrocious purpose of kidnapping and

carrying freemen into slavery.

A citizen of Ohio, not long ago, whose name
I -do not now recollect, was taken to St. Louis,

and there imprisoned under State law, to be

sold into slavery to pay the charges of his de-

tention, until he was released by the people of

Ohio. This was no solitary case ; such cases

frequently occur. I meet the general charge

with a general denial; and I assert, that the

people of Ohio have not been faithless in the

execution of this most rigorous, odious, and, as

I believe, in many of its provisions, unconsti-

tutional law. I pass briefly over the point that

the constitutional provision concerning fugitives

devolves on the State Governments, and not

upon Congress, the courts havmg adjudicated

that point against my opinions. I will say,

however, that no lawyer would agree with the

courts, were it a case of the first impression.

I deny, moreover, that the decisions of the

courts have been uniform, as the Senator from

Georgia claims. Judge Hornblower, of New
Jersey, on habeas corpus, held the law uncon-

stitutional, and discharged the fugitive for that

reason. We have one Senator among us heio

[Mr. Wigfall] who thinks that the late Mr.

Webster knew less of constitutional law than

most other men. It is not for me to re-esta-

blish Mr. Webster ; but whether he knew much
or httle, it was his dehberate opinion that the

law had no warrant in the Constitution, though

he deferred to decisions of the courts.

I come now to your new fugitive bill, which,

in many of its provisions, I have no doubt is

unconstitutional; and I think in these points it

has not yet been judged constitutional. It is

not, however, my purpose to argue its consti-

tutionality. I meet in this case, as I did in the

law of 1793, the vague charge of unfaithfulness

on our part with a general denial. I call your

attention, sir, to the fact that there prevails

among the people very generally an idea that

many of the provisions of that law are uncon-

stitutional. This idea tends to produce irrita-

tion. Why do the people adopt the idea that

it is unconstitutional ? The subject being col-

lateral, I will only allude to that section of the

law which confers judicial powers on commis-

sioners appointed by the courts, who are not,

and cannot, thus appointed, be judges. The

people beheve this provision unconstitutional,

and so do I.

Again : the bill gives ten dollars for a deci-

sion in favor of the claimant, and five for a

decision in favor of the fugitive. Gentlemen

here have ridiculed the idea that such an induce-

ment could bias the magistrate ; but I believe,

with the people, that such magistrates as you

generally have, under this law, would be deter-

mined by a thirtieth part of the fee that was
paid Judas Iscariot for hke services. The
people, for what I know, may think this pro-

vision unconstitutional I agree with them so

far as to say, that if meanness in a law could

make it unconstitutional, the people are

right.

Again, there is another provision in the law

:

when you have got the certificate of the magis-

trate, the alleged fugitive can be taken out of

the State in defiance of the writ of habeas cor-

pus. Thus the law, in time of profound peace,

strikes down this great writ of freedom, and in

this I also agree with them. The law not only

denies the writ of habeas corpus, but it also

denies the trial by jury—an essential right. It

is these portions of the law that render it so

odious and unpopular. The people know that

its execution is attended with dangers to hu-



man freedom, and they are jealous of sum-

mary proceedings so extraordinary and unu-

sual.

Sir, we have never denied the obligation of

the States to deliver fugitives who are such

within the purview of the Constitution of the

United States—never, never. But the law is

an exceedingly offensive and obnoxious law.

You know that, without my telling you. The

people of the free States are deeply imbued

with the sentiment that, under the Constitu-

tion and laws of the United States, as under

the law of nature, every innocent man has a

right to liberty. They do, however, well know,

and so understand, that the Constitution of the

United States permits a man in one State, who

is held by the laws thereof to owe service or

labor to another man, to be reclaimed when he

flees from such obligation, to be dehvered up

to such claimant. This provision of the Con-

stitution our people neither deny nor resist.

But the Senator from Georgia, and every other

Senator, knows how difficult it is to execute a

law Avhich goes against the hearts and con-

sciences of the great mass of the people. We
may complain of it; we might even deplore

it ; but no law-making authority could mend

the case. Nothing short of the interposition

of Almighty power, changing the hearts of

men, can make them prompt and eager to exe-

cute your obnoxious law.

I do not stand here to deceive you, my
friends. I tell you the truth just as it is. Out

of every thousand men who shall see a race

between a claimant and a slave, nine hundred

and ninety-nine will, from the bottom of their

hearts, wish him to escape. Neither you nor

I can help the matter by legislation. Acting

as magistrates sworn to execute the law, it may

be executed when a case is completely made

out, beyond all chance for casuistry or cavil

;

but very httle practical benefit can result from

it. Who is to be blamed for it? Look at your

own section, and you find there human nature

exactly the same, when the slave-trader brings

the slaves stolen from Africa into your ports in

violation of the laws making the act piracy,

and denouncing against it the punishment of

death. Your jurors acquit him against all evi-

dence and the admonitions of the courts. The

innocent men thus stolen from Africa, and thus

brought into your States, are irreclaimably sold

in your markets ; ostentatiously advertised, and

gold at your agricultural fairs. I assert, then,

that the slave pirate goes abroad with impu-

nity in your States, because your magistrates

cannot execute the law. With what face, then,

can you stand here, and accuse us of not being

swift-footed enough in executing a law which

is a greater abomination to us than the laws

abolishing the African slave-trade can be to

you?

Mr. President, there should be a little reason

and common sense exercised in these cases. I

do not care if every judge and every marshal

may be ever so eager to execute your law ; if

the hearts of the people, I say again, are op-

posed to it, who is to blame for that? If there

is any blame, it is on Him who moulded the

hearts of men. Your law can give you no

remedy. You may multiply its penalties
;
you

may make it bristle all over like a porcupine

with penalties ; it would be of no service to

you ; because, although when you get a case

you may execute it under the oaths of your

magistrates, ninety-nine times in one hundred,

the people being against you, the fugitive will

find a way to escape in precisely the same way

that your pirates, who bring men from Africa

and sell them in the market, constantly escape

with you. Now, sir, I would have just as

much ground to stand here and accuse the

whole South of being guilty of perjury, and

guilty of the most manifest violation of all law,

because the victims of the Wanderer were not

released, and the officers of that vessel con-

demned and executed, as they deserved to be,

as you have to stand forth and say that we on

our part do not execute laws equally and far

more odious to us.

The next accusation, and the strongest one,

of the Senator from Georgia, is, that we pass

what he calls personal liberty bills, which were,

as he claimed, in violation of the Constitution

of the United States; and he said that the

State of Ohio occupied the same position with

the other free States in that particular. Well,

sir, as he placed Ohio upon the same ground

with the others, I have not taken pains to

examine the action of the others, trusting that

if there was no foundation under heaven for

the charge he made against Ohio, it was equally

groundless against the other States. I say,

then, to that Senator and the Senate, that the

State of Ohio has never passed a law in viola-

tion of the Constitution of the United States;

that it never has been derelict in its duty in

this respect. Does any Senator here suppose



that a sovereign State in this Union is going

to rehnquish all her right of protection over

her citizens, because there is a provision of the

Federal Constitution by v^hich a certain class

of individuals may be taken out of the State ?

That would be to abandon every individual to

the ruthless claim of any unprincipled man who

sought to claim him. Cannot a sovereign State

of this Union prevent the kidnapping of her

free citizens, because you have a right to claim

a slave fleeing from service ?

The Constitution of the United States does

indeed say that the escaping fugitive shall be

given up. But it does not prescribe how the

fact that he owes service shall be ascertained

;

and the Constitution of the United States does

jiot mean that any freeman of a State shall be

given up as a fugitive. Now, I appeal to the

candor of the Senator from Georgia. He has

read with great care the proceedings of the

Federal Constitutional Convention. He knows

the jealousy concerning State rights that per-

vaded that body. Does he believe that its

members would have ever consented to a pro-

vision which would have deprived the States

of the power to protect and defend their own

citizens? No, sir, never.

You are continually repeating the assertion

that this fugitive slave law provision was deem-

ed an important one by the fathers, and that the

Union could not have been effected without it.

On the contrary, sir, it was a mere afterthought.

The Constitution was complete, in all its im-

portant provisions, before any man thought of

this thing. It was put into the Constitution

with very Uttle deliberation ; and those who

put it there had no idea that, in doing so, they

were taking away from the States the most

important element of sovereignty — namely,

their power to protect theirown citizens against

unlawful seizures and searches and extradition.

The rights of the States, the only protection

made against overpowering and concentrated

despotism, were the one especial object of pre-

servation. The States battled inch by inch

against the surrender of any State power. I

judge, therefore, that they never intended to

confer upon Congress, or upon any one State,

or anybody, a right to enter another sovereign

State, and take away, in a summary and arbi-

trary manner, whomsoever he should choose

to claim as a fugitive from another State.

But the Senator said that the free States,

and Ohio among the rest, have committed a

kind of perjury in disregarding your fugitive

law, by passing personal liberty bills. So far

as the law of Ohio is concerned, we shall see

how plain a tale will put down his argument.

Her law consists of tliree sections. The saving

clause of the last section prevents any such

construction as the Senator himself put upon

the statute. It is entitled, " A law to prevent

slaveholding and kidnapping in Ohio." Tlio

last section declares

:

"Nothing in the preceding sections of this act shall

apply to any act done by any person under the author-

ity o'f the Constitution of the United States, or of any
law of the United States made in pursuance thereof."

Now, I ask the Senator from Georgia, if he

was upon the bench, and a fugitive from labor

or service in another State was brought before

him, under the provisions of this law, would

he find any difficulty in surrendering him into

the hands of the person who had made out his

claim to his service ? Would he say that the

preceding section of this law overruled this

explanatory clause, and that he was bound, at

all events, to trample the Constitution under

foot ? No, sir ; he would give it no such con-

struction as that.

Mr. President, I say in all sincerity and ear-

nestness to every man who holds to the conser-

vation of State rights, that you endanger the

rights of your own State, you endanger the

hberties of this whole nation, when you con-

tend against the power of the States to pass

laws protecting their own citizens from unlaw-

ful seizures and kidnapping. At all hazards,

neither asperity of language, nor a frowning

brow, nor violent denunciation, will ever in-

duce the State of Ohio to forget what belongs

to her sovereignty, what is due to her honor,

and the protection of her own citizens. She

takes no prouder position on this subject than,

I hope in God, every other State in the Union

does. Then the Senator was wrong, he was

uncandid, to stand forth and say that our con-

stituents are perjured, that they are traitors,

that they have violated the law of the land,

when they had taken every precaution to award

to the citizens of other States, holding a spe-

cies of property that we utterly repudiate, all

their rights.

The State of Ohio sends no Senators here to

denounce the sovereignties or people of other

States; but when her rights are disputed oi

her honor assailed in this high council, her

ambassadors here would be unfaithful to their

trust if they did not hurl back such unjust

imputations.
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The third count in the Senator's indictment

IS, that we intend to prohibit slavery in the

vast Territories of this Union. That charge,. I

confess, -is true. We do so intend. If I un-

derstand the objects and purposes of the Eepub-

Ucan party, if I understand the emergencies

of the case that brought that great party into

existence, it was this very subject. The Gen-

eral Government, acting in Congress, faithlessly

to all that it had covenanted heretofore, had

broken down every barrier, and violated every

pledge it had given of freedom in any of our

Territories. These covenants being overthrown,

the Eepublican party arose to rescue freedom.

Had there been no violation of the Missouri

compromise, it is very probable there would

have been no Republican party here. We did

embody ourselves into a party, in order to res-

cue, protect, and defend, the free Territories

of this country against the pollution of slavery.

I have no concealments to make. There we

now stand ; this is our platform ; on it we will

stand forever.

But the Senator says that the slaveholders

have an undoubted right to go with their slaves

into the Territories of the United States, under

the Constitution of the United States ; and he

claims that a decision of the Supreme Court

gives them that warrant. There is no man

who has more reverence for the decision of

honest courts, when made on due dehberation,

upon matters of private right, and within their

jurisdiction, than I have. I know how essen-

tial it is to the peace and welfare of every

community that the decisions of courts settling

the private rights of men in the last resort,

even if they are believed to be wrong, must

be lived up to and have efiect. That has been

my education—my principle ; what I have held

always, and hold to-day ; but in just as much

as I revere an honest court, keeping within its

own jurisdiction, restraining itself from all po-

litical considerations, and adjudging the rights

of men according to the law in its purity, so

in exact proportion do I abhor and scout from

me a corrupt judge, who, for any purpose, will

impertinently reach over, outside, and be-

yond the case before him, and endeavor to

advance the poUtical cause of one party or an-

other by decisions that he may pretend to

make.

Sir, it is the same with Federal courts as

with every other. The moment a Federal

court transcends its legitimate authority, for

the purpose of effecting some political object

its interference is impertinent ; it is of no va-

hdity ; and, with the high courts of Georgia, I

say, I hold it in utter contempt. Yes, sir, [to

Mr. Toombs,] I like the spirit of your courts,

from which you are now so ready to depart.

They stood up against what they considered a

corrupt decision of this Federal court, and said

they held it in utter contempt. That was
right. Well, sir, if there ever was a holding

on God's earth that would warrant any judge,

private man, or Senator, in saying that he held

it in utter contempt, it is what is called the

Dred Scott decision, so manifestly a usurpation

of power ; so manifestly done in order to give

a bias to poHtical action, that no man, though

he be a fool, can fail to see it.

What was the case ? An old negro, whom
age had rendered valueless, happens to fall in

the way of the politicians at a period when it

was thought exceedingly desirable that the

ciuestion of Congressional authority over slave-

ry in the Territories shall be tried, and Dred

Scott prosecutes for his hberty in the Federal

courts ; and, by the way, after he had prose-

cuted his case through, and his hberty was

denied him by the court, I believe the very

next day the master gave him his liberty. He
had served the purposes of the politicians, and

they ought to have given him a pension for

life for having been the John Doe of the trans-

action. I do not know of what authority the

case may be, but its getting-up looks to me
exceedingly suspicious. There was a concur-

rence of circumstances that very rarely happen

of themselves. Old Dred Scott sued for his

freedom, and a plea was put in that he, being

a descendant of an African, and his ancestors

slaves, he could not sue in that court ; he had

no right to be there, had no standing there.

The court go on and argue themselves into the

belief that either a man may be so monstrously

low, or the court itself so monstrously high,

that he cannot sue in its presence for his rights.

I believe this is the first nation on God's earth

that ever placed any mortal man, or anybody

bearing the human form, on so low a level, or

any court on so high a one, as that. But let

this go. Dred Scott brought his suit. The

plea in abatement was demurred to ; the ques-

tion arose upon that demurrer, and a majority

of the court decided that Dred Scott, being a

negro, a descendant of an African, and his an-

cestors having been slaves, he could not main
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tain a suit in that court, because he was not a

citizen, under the law. Now, sir, I ask every

lawyer here, was not there an end of the case ?

In the name of God, Judge Taney, what did

you retain it for any longer ? You said Dred

Scott could not sue ; he could not obtain his

liberty ; he was out of court ; and what further

had you to do with all the questions that you

say were involved in that suit? Upon every

principle ofadjudication, you ought not to have

gone further. No court has ever held it more

solemnly than the Federal courts, that they

will not go on to decide any more than is before

the court, and necessary to make the decision

;

and every lawyer knows that if they do, all

they say more is mere talk, and, though said

by judges in a court-house, has just as much

operation and effect as if it had been said by a

horse-dealer, in a bar-room, and no more. And

yet we are told that we must follow the dicta

of these packed judges—for they were packed,

and I have about as little respect for a packed

court as I have for a packed jury—a majority

of them interested, too, as I believe, in the

very question to be decided
;

for, I believe, the

majority who concurred in the opinion were all

slaveholders, and, of course, if anybody was

interested to give a favorable construction to

the holders of that species of property, these

men were interested in the question.

Strange as it may appear, those who com-

plain of Northern aggression have not only

every other department under their feet, but

with less than one-third of the population of

the North, you happen to have a majority

of the Supreme Court on your side, and always

have had. I will not say that that is the reason

why the decisions of courts of late are magni-

fied into such importance. Immaculate their

decisions are now, it seems. The very party

who, a few years ago, within the memory of

us all, held that their decisions were of no effect

whatever on governmental action, when com-

ing in conflict with the views of the President

or the co-ordinate branches of the Government,

have turned round of late, and have found a

virtue in that court that can ride triumphantly

over every other department of this Govern-

ment. It ia a palpable heresy, and must be

abandoned. The liberties of this nation cannot

consist with the doctrine now set up on the

jther side ol^ this Chamber with regard to your

:Jupreme Court.

1 do notwant to go back to see what Jefferson

2

and others said about it. I know the nature

of man. I know, as they knew, that to arm

this judiciary with a power, not only to decide

questions between private individuals, but to

affect the legislation of the nation, to affect the

action of your President, to affect the co-ordi-

nate branches of this Government, is a fatal

heresy that, if persisted in by a majority of the

people, cannot result in any other than an utter

consohdated despotism ; and I am amazed that

men who have had their eyes open, and who
have held to other doctrines in better days,

should, for any temporary purpose, heave over-

board, and bury in the deep sea, the sheet-

anchor of the liberties of this nation.

I say to my friends on the other side—for I

call them friends for this purpose—^we are all

interested alike in this question. God knows,

if you once have it established, and acquiesced

in by the people of this Union, that the dicta

of the Supreme Court—a political court by its

very constitution, yea, packed on this very

subject, as every Senator here knows—are to

be the laws binding on every other department,

we have the meanest despotism that ever pre-

vailed on God Almighty's earth. But I have

no fears of it, sir. You may effect a temporary

purpose by it; but a doctrine so absurd, so

incompatible with the minds of the Anglo-

Saxon race, so inconsistent with the great

principles of free government, will never be

permitted to stand.

In the Dred Scott decision—I will not call

it a decision, but in this dictum, this talk of the

judges, for that was all it was—they overturned

every decision their own court had made for

more than seventy years ; they holding, prior

to that time, that Congress had full and plenary

power over the Territories of the United States.

Judge Marshall so decided, and the court had

followed his decision, and every other depart-

ment of the government was well satisfied.

Therefore, this infallible court can overturn the

most settled decisions of its own and of other

courts, and nobody can question its acts ! A
strange doctrine that, that the sayings of men

who were put upon the bench under the most

questionable circumstances, packed for a par-

ticular decision, and not having a chance even

to make that upon the question before them,

should be the ne phis idtra, after they them-

selves have overturned all that have gone

before them. Tliis is a position that cannot

outlive this generation.
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Where did these judges find the power in

the Constitution of the United States to carry-

slavery into the Territories ? If they had any-

thing to ground their dicta upon, they had the

power to show it written in the Constitution

of the United States; but there is no such

thing there. I remember very well reading

(for I was not here at that time) that in 1850

Mr. Calhoun set up this doctrine, and it was so

extreme that he had no second in the Senate.

He was challenged by Mr. Clay upon it. Mr.

Clay told him he was amazed and astonished

that any man should hold such a doctrine, and

he asked him :
" Where do you find your con-

stitutional warrant for it?" and told him, at

the same time, that it was more latitudinous

than anything ever held by old John Adams

and the Federal party at any period. Mr.

Calhoun, I think, found no warrant in the

Constitution ; he did not deign to reply. Yet,

within ten years, this doctrine has grown up

into a great tree, so that some fowls lodge in

the branches thereof [Laughter.]

They find no warrant in the Constitution

;

they find none in legal logic or reason. It is

said now that the Territories being the com-

mon property of the States, the citizens of each

State have a right to go into them with any

property that they perchance may have. I

deny the postulate. These Territories do not

belong to the States, as States. They belong

to the people of the United States. Congress

is the trustee for them ; but no State can claim

any portion of them. The States, as States,

have nothing to do with them. Suppose the

Senator from Illinois [Mr. Douglas] owns a

plantation in Mississippi, in his own right or

that of his children, and he has slaves there

working upon that plantation, while he is a

resident of the State of lUinois. Suppose there

is a Congressional prohibition saying that he

cannot take his property into that new Terri-

tory. Let me ask these casuists now, which

State is it whose sovereignty is invaded ; that

where the Senator lives, or that where the

negroes live ? Can anybody tell me ? State

equality, they say, is not preserved. But the

State equality of which State ? Illinois, where

the slaves are owned, is her sovereignty hewed

down, or the sovereignty of the State of Mis-

sissippi, where the negroes hoe the Senator's

corn and pick his cotton? There never has

been a respectable argument for any such posi-

tion as that.

May not the same ground be applied to other

cases? Suppose we had annexed—as I pre-

sume we shall ultimately annex—the Fejee

Islands to this nation. In those islands, the

people not only enslave each other, but they

actually kill and eat each other. Now, suppose

a Senator from the State of Fejee should appear

in this body
;
suppose that he should claim the

right of his constituents to bring their chattels

into any of our Territories, and claim the right

of the law in that country to practise canni-

balism upon them, that he might roast and boil

them as well as enslave them. He would

claim, if you did not permit this to be done,

" that the State of Fejee has not equal rights

with the other States of this Union ; a gentle-

man owns his property ; it is an undoubted law

of my State that we may fatten men for the

roast, and we have a right to bring them here

for the same purpose ; and if you do not per-

mit us to do so, we will pull down the columns

of the Republic, laying it outspread in one

universal ruin." [Laughter.] I suppose the

Senator from Illinois [Mr. Douglas] would say,

" The Territories have a perfect right to vote

cannibalism in or to vote it out ; I do not care

whether they vote it up or down; but they

have the right, and shall be perfectly free to

do it." [Laughter.] Another Senator would

arise, and say that the people of Fejee not only

have the right to bring them in, but they have

the right to be protected in doing so there under

the laws of Congress. Another one says that

Congress has no power to pass laws on that

subject whatever; but the courts, which are

now omnipotent in all things, may, without

law, declare what the law is, and Tve must aU

bow down to it. There is a difference even on

the other side as to these shades or colors of

Congressional authority ; but, nevertheless, you

are all in for spreading slavery to the ends of

the earth.

Take another case—one that is likely to

occur a Httle sooner, perhaps. Suppose Brig-

ham Young should come from the State of

Utah, when it is a State, into Kansas, or any

other Territory, and bring with him his forty

wives, and the Territory has a law that a man

shall have but one wife. Brigham says, " These

are my property
;
yea, more than my property

;

yea, they are forty ribs taken out of my body

while I slept ; I must bring them in here, or

the State of Utah will not be on an equal foot-

ing with the other States of this Union."
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Away with such logic. There is no guaranty

in the Constitution of the United States for

such a position as that. Our safety, Mr. Pres-

ident, consists in keeping close to the Consti-

tution. Whatever we claim, let us find the

direct warrant for it there, or the necessary

implication to carry out some other power that

is manifestly granted. The moment we go

astray from this, we are in the fog; we are in

dispute; we endanger the harmony of our

action, and it is done in this instance. In this

great departure from the earlier principles of

this Government, you have involved portions

of the nation in almost irretrievable hostihty

to each other. Let us go back to the Consti-

tution, and foUow it.

Mr. President, I will notice one other posi-

tion. Waiving all constitutional law on this

subject—for we are not compelled to do all

that we have a constitutional right to do—

I

will suppose, for the purposes of this argument,

that you have authority to take your slaves

into a Territory, and hold them there ; still, is

it expedient, is it just and proper to do it ?

This brings up a question which has been inci-

dentally debated during this session several

times. Originally, it now stands confessed

here ; the framers of our institutions, the fathers

of the Repubhc, all, I beheve, without a dis-

senting voice, (If there were auj'-, I do not

know it,) held that slaveholding was against

common right, was against natural right, was
wrong in itself, and therefore should not be

cherished or encouraged.

Now, Senators say here, that the slavehold-

ing States have reconsidered this subject with

great dehberation, and they have found that

this old view was wrong; that slavery is a

normal condition ; that it is a blessing to soci-

ety
;
that it is the best state and condition that

a man can be in, and therefore ought to be

extended. That is the only issue which I wish

to draw in upon this subject with any party,

because I know that your determination now
to extend slavery into the Territories arises

from this new philosophy of yours. If you are

right upon that, I will go with you. If you
are right, let us extend slavery to the four

winds of heaven ; let us employ missionaries

to preach the glories of slavery, and induce the

whole world to divide itself, and one-half be-

come slaveholders, and the other half slaves.

Sir, I am glad to see this great question

placed at last upon a sohd foundation; for

every man knows that no poUtical principle

can be based permanently on anything short

of eternal justice and right. Now, I do not care

for what the Senator from Georgia and others

have told us, that slaveholding was the basis

upon which society had been founded for thirty

centuries. We, at least, have discovered that

it is a sandy Xoundation. It is fast washing-

away ; and in exact proportion to the advance

of mankind in civilization and in knowledge,

on all hands this old principle is deemed barba-

rous, and is wearing away. Upon that issue,

I will meet you ; it is a fair one. If it is right,

extend it; if it is wrong, let it die the death,

as aU error and falsehood must die. I hardly

know how to meet this issue in argument ; for

I have been in the habit of believing, with the

fathers of the Constitution, that hberty is the

gift of God to every human being. With them,

I have supposed it is self-evident, and incapa-

ble of illustration by argument. I would appeal

from all your casuistry to the promptings of

the human heart. Who within the sound of my
voice would not say, with the immortal Henry,
" Give me liberty or give me death ?" If there

be any, let him speak. Who had not rather

infinitely follow a friend or relation to the grave,

than into the shambles of slavery ? Not a man.

Human nature revolts at it.

I know it is said that the African is an infe-

rior race, incapable of defending his own rights.

My ethics teach me, if it be so, that this fact,

so far from giving me a right to enslave him,

requires that I shall be more scrupulous of his

rights ; but I know that, whether he be equal

to me or not, he is still a human being; negroes

are still men. Senators will bear me witness

that there are thousands now in bondage who
are much more white than black—yea, tens

of thousands of such; but, whether white or

black, I say again, they are still human ; they

are animated by the same hopes, they are

afflicted with the same sorrows, they are actu-

ated by the same motives, that we are. Like

us, they may be deprived of every right ; they

may be treated like brutes ; their souls may be

ignored
;
you may whip, scourge, and trample

them in the dust ; but they will rise from your

utmost degradation, and stand forth in the im-

age of God, the conscious candidates of immor-

tal life. This gives them a full assurance of

their manhood, and stands as an eternal pro-

phecy that they are not always to be slaves.

It is part and parcel of human nature. It is
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implanted in every human soul, by the finger

of God. You cannot eradicate it; and yet,

while it remains, your institution cannot be

secure.

There are other reasons enough to show

that it 13 not the normal condition of man.

Whence this tremulous perturbation of the

whole South on this subject? Why this fear

that their institution will be overturned by

every breath ? Why is it that you withhold

from these men and women the knowledge of

reading and writing ? What mean your nightly

patrols, that I see your laws provide for ? What
means this persecution of Northern men who
go among you ? What is the fear you have

of this Helper book, that we have heard so

much of? What means this robbery of the

mails and censorship of the press through all

the South ? If slavery is the normal condi-

tion, do you fear that the handiwork of God
will be overthrown by these frivolous means ?

No, sir ; never. It falsifies the pretence that

it is a normal condition of mankind. Society

in the North needs no such artificial props as

these to sustain it. You may come up there

;

you may attack our institutions ; we will invite

you, wherever you please to come, to preach

the glories of slavery as the normal condition

of man, and our institutions will stand firmer

than ever by the conflict. We fear no such

thing. Why ? Because, although the Senator

from Virginia [Mr. Hunter] said that slavery

was the normal condition, and, if I understood

him, that freedom was an experiment yet, and

likely to come out second best, nevertheless

everything around you shows the security of

the North. The perfect contentedness of the

North shows which is the normal and which

the other condition. Look to the great North-

west, to which I belong. There is a white

population to-day, northwest of the river Ohio,

as great as that of all your slave States, so

secure, so impassive, so conscious of their own
strength, that they are an empire in themselves.

I am here day after day, and my constituents

ask nothing of me but to be let alone. Here

we hear this clamor from the South about

Southern rights, day after day, year after year,

disturbing elements in our political progress

constantly ; and yet you hear nothing from the

security of freedom and free labor in those

regions. All this goes to show that slavery is

not the normal condition of man—that it is an

institution which has survived the exif?encies

of the times which permitted it to be estab-

lished, and now Uves on the bare sufferance

of mankind.

I have nothing to say of slavery in the States.

I do not wish to say, and would not say, a

word about it, because I am candid enough to

confess that I do not know what you can do

with it there. I want no finger with it in

your own States. I leave it to yourselves. It

is bad enough, to be sure, that four millions

of unpaid labor now is operating there, in

competition with the free labor of the North

;

but I have nothing to say of that. Within

your own boundaries, conduct it in your own
way ; but it is wrong. Your new philosophy

cannot stand the scrutiny of the present age.

It is a departure from the views and principles

of your fathers
;
yea, it is founded in the self-

ishness and cupidity of man, and not in the

justice of God. There is the difficulty with

your institution. There is what makes you

fear that it may, sooner or later, be overturned

;

but, sir, I shall do nothing to overturn it. If I

could do it with the wave of my hand in your

States, I should not know how to do it, or

what you should do. All I say is, that, in the

vast Territories of this nation, I will allow no

such curse to have a foothold. If I am right,

and slavery stands branded and condemned by

the God of nature, then, for Heaven's sake, go

with me to limit it, and not propagate this curse.

I am candid enough to admit that you gentle-

men on the other side, if you ever become

convinced, as I doubt not you will, that this

institution does not stand by the rights of na-

ture nor by the will of God, you yourselves

will be willing to put a limit to it. You have

only departed because your philosophy has led

you away. Sir, I leave you with the argu-

ment.

And now, Mr. President, in conclusion, I

would ask Senators what they find in the Ee-

publican party that is so repulsive to them that

they must lay hold of the pillars of this Union,

and denioHsh and destroy the noblest Govern-

ment that has ever existed among men ? For

what? Not certainly for any evil we have

done ; for, as I said to start with, you are more

prosperous now than you ever were before.

What are our principles ? Our principles are

only these : we hold that you shall limit slavery.

Believing it wrong, believing it inconsistent

with the best interests of tlie people, we de-

mand that it shall be Hmited ; and this hmita-
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tion is not hard upon you, because you have

land enough for a population as large as Europe,

and century after century must roll away before

you can occupy what you now have. The

next thing which we hold, and which I have

not time to discuss, is the great principle of the

homestead bill—a measure that will be up, I

tiust, this session, and which I shall ask to

press through, as the greatest measure I know

of to mould in the right direction the Territo-

ries belonging to this nation ; to build up a free

yeomanry capable of maintaining an indepen-

dent repubUcan Government forever. We
demand, also, that there shall be a protection

to our own labor against the pauper labor of

Europe. "We have always contended for it,

but you have always stricken it down.

These are the measures, and these are the

only measures, I know of that the great Re-

publican party now stand forth as the advocates

of. L« there anything repulsive or wrong about

them ? You may not agree to them
;
you may

differ as to our views ; but is there anything in

them that should make traitors of us, that

should lead a man to pull down the pillars of

his Government, and bury it up, in case we
succeed? Sir, these principles for which we
contend are as old as the Government itself

They stand upon the very foundation of those

who framed your Constitution. They are

rational and right; they are the concessions

that ought to be made to Northern labor

against you, who have monopohzed four mil-

lions of compulsory labor and uncompensated

labor, in competition with us.

There is one thing more that I will say before

I sit down ; but what I am now about to pro-

pose is not part and parcel of the Republican

platform, that I know of. There is in these

United States a race of men who are poor,

weak, uninfluential, incapable of taking care

of themselves. I mean the free negroes, who
are despised by all, repudiated by all ; outcasts

upon the face of the earth, without any fault

of theu-s, that I know of; but they are the

victims of a deep-rooted prejudice, and I do

not stand here to argue whether that prejudice

be right or wrong. I know such to be the fact.

It is there immovable. It is perfectly impos-

sible that these two races can inhabit the same

place, and be prosperous and happy. I see

that this species of population are just as

abhorrent to the Southern States, and perhaps

more so, than to the North; many of those

States are now, as I think, passing most unjust

laws to drive these men off or to subject them

to slavery ; they are flocking into the free

States, and we have objections to them. Now,

the proposition is, that this great Government

owes it to justice, owes it to those individuals,

owes it to itself and to the free white popula-

tion of the nation, to provide a means whereby

this class of unfortunate men may emigrate to

some congenial clime, where they may be main-

tained, to the mutual benefit of all, both white

and black. This will insure a separation of the

races. Let them go into the tropics. There,

I understand, are vast tracts of the most fertUe

and inviting land, in a climate perfectly con-

genial to that class of men, where the negro

will be predominant ; where his nature seems

to be improved, and all his faculties, both men-

tal and physical, are fully developed, and where

the white man degenerates in the same propor-

tion as the black man prospers. Let them go

there ; let them be separated ; it is easy to do

it. I understand that negotiations may easily

be effected with many of the Central American

States, by which they will take these people,

and confer upon them homesteads, confer upon

them great privileges, if they will settle there.

They are so easy of access that, a nucleus being

formed, they will go of themselves and reheve

us of the burden. They will be so far removed

from us that they cannot form a disturbing ele-

ment in our pohtical economy. The far-reach-

ing sagacity of Thomas Jefferson and others

suggested this plan. Nobody that I know of

has found a better. I understand, too, that in

these regions, to which I would let them go,

there is no prejudice against them. All colors

seem there to hve in common, and they would

be glad that these men should go among them.

I say that I hope this great principle will be

engrafted into our platform as a fundamental

article of our faith, for I hold that the Govern-

ment that fails to defend and secure any such

dependent class of freemen in the possession

of hfe, liberty, and happiness, is to that extent

a tyranny and despotism. I hope, after that

is done, to hear no more about negro equality

or anything of that kind. Sir, we shall be as

glad to rid ourselves of these people, if we can

do it consistently with justice, as anybody else

can. We wUl not, however, perpetrate injus-

tice against them. We will not drive them

out, but we will use every inducement to per-
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i«;uade these unfortunate men to find a home

there, so as to separate the races, and all will

go better than it can under any other system

that we can devise. I say again, I hope that

the demands of justice and good policy will be

compUed with; and by the consent of all, this

will be done ; and if it is not done with the

assent of all, I do hope it wiU be part and

parcel of the great Republican platform ; for I

think it consists with right, with justice, and

with a proper regard for the welfare of these

unfortunate men.

LETTER OF HON. JAMES 0. PUTNAM.

The following Letter is from one of the most intelligent and influential members of

the American Party—late a distinguished Senator of this State, and the American can-

didate for Secretary of State in 1857 :

Fredonia, July 13, 1860.

Gentlemen : Engagements already made for

the ensuing week prevent my acceptance of

your invitation to attend and address a mass

meeting at Union Park on the 16th inst. of citi-

zens, irrespective of party, who believe that the

prosperity of our Union will be advanced by

the election of Lincoln to the Presidency.

You say it is to be more particularly under

the auspices of gentlemen, " many of whom
have heretofore supported Henry Clay and

Millard Fillmore, and are not now connected

with any political organization."

To meet with and confer with those who

have always acted as I have, with the conser-

vative school, prepared to follow where duty

and patriotism lead, whether under a Clay, a

Fillmore or a Lincoln, or whomsoever the time

shall designate, would afford me great pleasure.

You will allow me to refer briefly to our

past political history.

The friends of Mr. Clay, who sustained the

Compromise measures of 1850, naturally yielded

their support to Mr. Fillmore in 1856, whose

administration was distinguished for its fidelity

to those measures. Not that they necessarily

preferred the disposition made of that series of

questions to some other, had such other been

possible, but they accepted them as, imder the

circumstances, best calculated to give repose to

a distracted country. They believed it was

best to give and take—to win peace among

brethren by concession, rather than to force it

by conquest.

We saw the storm of opposition to that set-

tlement fast yielding to the general conviction

that, on the whole, it was wisest and best, and

the country congratulated itself on a " final

settlement" of the Slavery question.

In an evil hour, Stephen A. Douglas opened

the question afi-esh, and plunged us into that

sea of troubles in which we have been wan-

dering, rayless and pathless, and at times hope-

less, for the past six years. The Missouri Com-

promise, the great achievement of Mr. Clay's

hfe—a compact which had all the sacredness

of a constitutional obligation—a compact cher-

ished in the hearts of twenty millions of Amer-

ican citizens as a new charter of humanity

—

was trodden under foot as a worthless thing,

and civil war invoked to settle anew the ques-

tion of free or servile labor in the Territories.

And now the author of all this harvest of

mischief asks a grateful country to reward

him with the highest trust in its gift I

" Conservative" men must find positions in

some of the organizations which now ask their

alliance, and there is a wide latitude for choice.

I know nothing in the Republicaij party which

turns a " Conservative," whether he be such

from temperament or education, into an Abo-

htionist, a Disunionist, or a hater of his breth-

ren. " Friends of Mr. Clay and Mr. Fillmore,"

to use the language of your letter, have never

had much sympathy with any branch of the

Democratic party. They saw it calumniate

Mr. Clay down to the grave from the time of

the election in 1824. He was ever the target

for all their hunters, and he went into his grave

covered with their poisoned arrows. He was

hardly at rest in his tomb before it undid the

most glorious act of his life.

From my stand-point, I cannot see how any
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friend of Mr. Clay can vote for either of the

Democratic candidates.

Where then shall we go ? Two paths are

open before us. We can support Mr. Lincoln,

and seek to inaugurate a Eepublican policy in

the Government, under his auspices, or we can

support Mr. Bell. Now, gentlemen, I yield

my unquaUfied assent to every eulogium that

has been pronounced on Mr. Bell and Mr.

Everett. Their names are synonyms of every

pubhc and private virtue. The repubhc has no

worthier men. But this fact stares us in the

face: In them, able and worthy as they are,

the hour and the men for success do not meet.

Nobody beheves, no sane or insane man pre-

tends, that in the State of New York they can

command a tenth of the popular vote. A vote

for them in any Northern State is a vote thrown

.'iway. If I lived in a Southern State, where

a Lincoln ticket is not in the field, I would give

my best energies to the Baltimore Union ticket.

And if a Lincoln ticket were in the field, but

only nominally so, where to support it would

be practical neutrahty in the contest, then I

would vote for Bell and Everett, as the best

thing I could do to defeat the Democracy, and

as eminently fitting and proper in itself.

But here we can do an efficient, and a fitting

and proper service, only by a support of Lin-

coln. And yet, strange to say, there are men,

once "friends of Clay and Fillmore," who ad-

vise a support of Douglas, if necessary to defeat

Lincoln in New York—not to do Douglas any

service, but to defeat an election by the Col-

lege, and throw it into Congress.

The friends of Breckenridge are looking to

the same result to take the election over the

House to the Senate, where less than fifty men
may make a President of Lane for thirty mil-

lions.

All interests are proposing to make a com-
mon fight against Lincoln, that the Presidency

may be scrambled for in the Congressional

ring.

If our "Union" friends shall succeed, and

catch a President in Lane by their pains, they

will learn by experience a lesson I will learn

at a cheaper rate.

Now, let me ask, why should we not vote

for Lincoln, and sustain the Republican poUcy ?

First—What is that policy in regard to the

leading issue of the day ? This and nothing

more, as I understand it : To preserve to free-

dom Territories now free. In other words, to

adhere to the principles of Mr. Clay, as de-

clared by him in his memorable speech in 1850.

It makes no retrograde movement in all that

pertains to human progress. It does not pro-

pose to interfere with Slavery in the States,

but the contrary. It has some Abolitionists

in its body—so had the old Whig party. But
it is no more an AboUtion party, and from the

strong conservative element in it, can no more
become so than can the Baltimore Union party.

Every liberal-minded man knows this. If it

is sectional, because its ticket is made from the

North, and its main support is in the North, the

responsibility of this Ues at the door of the De-

mocratic party, for it has established a reign of

terror all over the South which renders it unsafe

for men to co-operate with the organization.

Now who, and what, is Mr. Lincohi, that

Conservative men should shrink from him as

from contagion? I have read him carefully,

and have not been able to find a sentiment in

all his frank, unreserved discussions, which

does not accord with what Mr. Clay has uttered

over and over again. He is opposed to making

free territory slave. So was Mr. Clay. He
looks hopefully to the extinction of the insti-

tution, and the substitution of a more humane
and just relation of labor to capital, and that

by the parties interested, and in lawful and
proper ways. So did Mr. Clay. He is no fa-

natic, bawhng after equal social and poHtical

rights for the negro with the white race. Read
his debate with Senator Douglas for the most
sound and common sense views on all this class

of questions. He does believe the negro to be
a man, and not a thing, and that the broad
humanity of our Declaration of Independence,
which declares that all men are entitled to

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, as

the free gift of God, is a universal principle as

good at the tropics as in the temperate latitudes.

Did Mr. Clay tliink otherwise ? I see nothing
in Mr. Lincoln's political character which repels

from his support.

In his personal character I find much that

is attractive. It is the universal testimony, it

comes from political foe and friend alike, who
know him, tliat he has kept his heart sound in

all his life-battle. So pre-eminent is his integ-

rity, so deep-rooted is his justice in public con-
fidence, that his familiar appellation is a sobri-

quet indicative of that confidence.

Few men win this in any country. Aristi-

des did, and he was banished from his country
because he was "honest."

We are not immaculate, but I do not believe

we are yet prepared to banish our Aristidea

because he is called " the Just."

Very respectfully,

JAMES 0. PUTNAM.
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Bill for the Admission of Kansas as a Free State.

In the United States Senate, June 4, 1860.

Mr. President : Undertaking now, after a

silence of more than four years, to address the

Senate on this important subject, I sliould sup-

press the emotions natural to sucli an occasion,

if I did not declare on the threshold my grati-

tude to that Supreme Being, through wliose

benign care I am enabled, after much suffering

and many changes, once again to resume my
duties here, and to speak for the cause -which is

so near my heart. To the honored Common-
wealth whose representative I am, and also to my
immediate associates in this body, with whom I

enjoy tlie fellowship which is found in thinking
alike concerning the Republic, I owe thanks which
I seize this moment to express for tlie indulgence

shown me throughout the protracted seclusion

enjoined by medical skill ; and I trust that it will

not be thought unbecoming in me to put on rec-

ord here, as an apology for leaving my seat so

long vacant, without making way, by resigna-

tion, for a successor, that I acted under the illu-

sion of an invalid, whose hopes Cor restoration

to his natural health constantly, triumphed over
his disappointments.

When last I entered into this debate, it became
my duty to expose the Crime agai.ist Kansas, and
to insist upon the immediate acAUiission of that

Territory as a State of this Union, with a Consti-

tution forbidding Slavery. Time has passed

;

but the question remains. Resuming the discus-

sion precisely where I left it, I am happy to avow
that rule of moderation, which, it is said, may
venture even to fix the boundaries of wisdom
itself. I have no personal griefs to utter ; only a

barbarous egotism could intrude these into this

chamber. 1 have no personal wrongs to avenge
;

only a barbarous nature could attempt to wield

that vengeance which belongs to the Lord. The
years that have intervened and the tombs that

iiave been opened since I spoke have their voici^s

too, which I cannot fail to hear. Besides, what
am I—what is any man among the living or

among the dead, compared with the Question be-

fore us ? It is this alone which I shall discuss,

and I open the argument with that easy victory

which is found in charity.

The Crime against Kansas stands forth in pain-

ful light. Search history, and you cannot find

its parallel. The slave-trade is bad ; but evau
this enormity is petty, compared with that elab-

orate coutrivanee by winch, in a Christian age

and within the limits of a Republic, all forms of

constitutional liberty were perverted ; by which
all the rights of human nature were violated, and
the whole country was held trembling on the

edge of civil war ; while all this large exuberance

of wickedness, detestable in itself, becomes ten-

fold more detestable when its origin is traced to

the madness for Slavery. The fatal partition be-

tween Freedom and Slavery, known as the Mis-

souri Compromise ; the subsequent overthrow

of this partition, and the seizure of all by Slave-

ry ; the violation of plighted faith ; the conspi-

racy to force Slavery at all hazards into Kansas
;

the successive invasions by which all .security

there was destroyed, and the electoral franchise

itself was trodden down ; the sacrilegious seizure

of the very polls, and, tlirough pretended forms

of law, the imposition of a foreign legislature

upon this Territory ; the acts of this legislature,

fortifying the Usurpation, and, among other

things, establishing test-oaths, calculated to dis-

franchise actual settlers, friendly to Freedom, and
securing the privileges of the citizen to actual
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strangers friendlj' to Slavery ; the whole crowned
by a statute—" the be-all and the end-all " of

the whole Usurpation—through which Slavery

was not only recognized on this beautiful soil,

but made to bristle w ith a Code of Death such as

the world has rarely seen ; all these I have fully

exposed on a former occasion. And yet tlie most
important part of the argument was at tliat time

b'lt untouched ; I mean that which is found in

Character of Slavery. This natural sequel, with

the permission of the Senate, I propose now to

fcupply.

Motive is to Crime as soul to body ; and it is

only when we comprehend the motive that we
can truly comprehend the Crime. Here, the

motive is found in Slavery and the rage for its

extension. Therefore, by logical necessity, must
Slavery be discussed ; not indirectly, timidly,

and sparingly, but directly, openly, and thor-

oughly. It must be exhibited as it is ; alike in its

influence and in its animating character, so that

not only its outside but its inside may be seen.

This is no time for soft words or excuses. All

such are out of place. They may turn away
wrath ; but what is the wrath ofman ? This is no
time to abandon any advantage in the argument.

Senators sometimes announce that they resist

Slavery on political grounds only, and remind us

that they say nothing of the moral question.

This is wrong. Slavery must be resisted not only

on political grounds; but on all other grounds,

whether social, economical, or moral. Ours is

110 holiday contest; nor is it any strife of rival

factions ; of White and Red Rosus ; of theatric

Neri and Bianchi ; but it is a solemn battle be-

tween Right and Wrong; between Good and
Evil. Such a battle cannot be fought with ex-

cuses or with rose-water. There is austere work
to be done, and Freedom cannot consent to fling

away any of her weapons.

If I were disposed to shrink from this discus-

sion, the boundless assumptions now made by
Senators ou the other side would not allow me.

The whole character of Slavery as a pretended

form of civilization is put directly in issue, with

a pertinacity and a hardihood which banish all

reserve on this side. In these assumptions. Sen-

ators from South Carolina naturally take the

lead. Following Mi-. Calhoun, who pronounced
*' Slarv'erj the most safe and stable basis for free

institutions in the world," and Mr. McDuffie, who
did not shrink from calling it "the corner-stone

of the republican edifice, " the Senator from South
Carolina [Mr. Hammonu] insists that " its forms

of society are the best in the world ;" and his

colleague [Mr. Chksnot] takes up the strain.

One Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] adds,

that Slavery " is but a form of civil government
for those who are not fit to govern themselves ;"

and his colleague [Mr. Brow>] openly vaunts

that it "is a great moral, social, and political

blessing—a blessing to the slave and a blessing to

the master." One Senator from Virginia, [Mr.

HuNTEK,] in a studied vindication of what he is

pleased to call " the social system of the slave-

holding States," exalts Slavery as " the normal
condition of human society ;" " beneflcial to the

iion-slave-owner as it is to the slave-owner"

—

" best for the happiness of both races ;" and, in

enthusiastic advocacy, declares, " that the very
keystone of the mighty arch, which by its con-

centrated strengtli is able to sustain our social

superstructure, consists in the black marble block

of African slavery. Knock that out," he says,
" and the mighty fabric, with all that it upholds,
topples and tumbles to its fall." These were his

very words, uttered in debate here. And his

colleague, [Mr. Mason,] who has never hesitated
where Slavery was in question, has proclaimed
that it is " ennobling to both master and slave "

—a word which, so far as the slave was concerned,
he changed, on a subsequent day, to "elevating,"
assuming still that it is " ennobling" to the mas-
ter—which is simply a new version of an old
assumption, by Mr. McDuffie, of South Carolina,

that " Slavery supersedes the necessity of an or-

der of nobility."

Thus, by various voices, is the claim made for

Slavery, which is put forward defiantly as a form
of civilization—as if its existence were not plainly

inconsistent with the first principles of anything
that can be called Civilization—except by that

figure of speech in classical literature, where a

thing takes its name from something which it has
not, as the dreadful Fates were called merciful

because they were without mercy. And pardon
the allusion, if I add, that, listening to these

sounding words for Slavery, I am reminded of
the kindred extravagance related by that remark-
able traveler in China, the late Abbe Hue, of a

gloomy hole in which he was lodged, pestered by
mosquitoes and exhaling noisome vapors, where
light and air entered only by a single narrow
aperture, but styled by Chinese pride the Hotel of

the Beatitudes.

It is natural that Senators thus insensible to

the true character of Slavery, should evince an
equal insensibility to the true character of the

Constitution. This is shown in the claim now
made, and pressed with unprecedented energy,

degrading the work of our fathers, that by virtue

of the Constitution, the pretended property in

man is placed beyond the reach of Congressional

prohibition even within Congressional jurisdic-

tion, so that the Slave-master may at all times

enter the broad outlying Territories of the Union
with the victims of his oppression, and there

continue to hold them by lash and chain.

Such are the two assumptions, the first an as-

sumption of fact, and the second an assumption
of constitutional law, which are now made with-

out apology or hesitation. I meet them both.

To the first I oppose the essential Barbarism of

Slavery, in all its influences, whether high or low,

as Satan is Satan still, whether towering in the

sky or squatting in the toad. To the second I

oppose the unanswerable, irresistible truth, that

the Constitution of the United States nowhere
recognises property in man. These twoassump-

,

tions naturally go together. They are "twins"
suckled by the same wolf. They are the "cou-
ple " in the present slave hunt. And the latter

cannot be answered without exposing the former.

It is only when Slavery is exhibited in its truly

hateful character, that we can fully appreciate the

absurdity of the assumption, which, in defiance

of the express letter of the Constitution, and
without a single sentence, phrase, or word, up-
holding human bondage, yet foisis into this

blameless text the barbarous idea that man can
hold property in man.
On former occasions, I have discussed Slavery

only incidentally ; as, in unfolding the principle

that Slavery is Sectional and Freedom National

;

in exposing the unconstitutionality of the Fugi-

tive Slave Bill ; in vindicating the Prohibition of



Slavery in the Missouri Territory ; in exhibiting

the imijecility tliroiighout the Revohition of the

Shive States, and especially of South Carolina
;

ami lastly, in unmasking the Crime against Kan-
sas. On all these occasions, wherr I have spoken
at length, I have said too little of the characier

of Slavery, partly because other topics were pre-

sented, and partly from a disinclination which I

have always felt to press the argument against

those wliorn I knew to have all the sensitiveness

of a sick man. But, God be praised this time

has passed, and the debate is now lifted from de-

tails to principles. Grander debate has not occur-

red in our history; riu-ely in any liisiory ; nor

can tliis debate close or subside except with the

triumph of Freedom.

First Assumption.—Of course I begin witli the

assumption of fact.

It was the often-quoted remark of Ji>hn W'-s-
ley, who knew well how to use words, as also

how to touch hearts, that Slavery was "the sum
of all villainies." The phrase is pungent; but
it would be rsish in any 'f us to criticize the tes-

timony of that illustrious founder of Methodism,
whose ample experience of Slavery in Georgia
and the Carolinas seems to have ))een all con-
densed in this sententious judgment. Language
is feeble to express all the enoiiuity of this insti-

tution, which is now vaunted as in itself a form of

civilization, " ennobling " at least to the master,

if not to the slave. Look at it in what<'ver light

you will, and it is always the scab, th':- canker
the " bare-bones," and the shame of the com:
try ; wrong, not merely in tlie abstract, as is often

admitted by its apologists, but wrong in the con-
crete also, iuid possessing no single element of

right. Look at it in the light of jirinciples, and
it is nothing less than a huge insurrection against

the eternal law of God, involving in its preten-
siiins tiie denial of all human rights, and also the
denial of that Divine Law in wliicli God himself
is manifest, thus being practically the grossest lie

and the grossest Atheism. Founded in violt^nce,

sustained only by violence, such a wrong must
by a sure law of compensation blast the mas-
ter as well as the slave ; blast the lands on
which they live; blast the conuiinnity of which
tliH-y are a part ; blast the GovernuiHut which
does not forbid the outrage ; and the longer
it exists and the more completely it prevails,

must its blasting influences penetrate tlie whole
social system. Barbarous in origin; barbai-ous
in its law; barbarous in all its pretensions;
barbarous in the instruments it en![)loys ; bar-
barous in consetjuenees ; barbarous in sjfirit

;

barbarous wherever it shows itself. Slavery mu.st
breed Barbarians, while it develops every when-^
alike in the individual and in the society to which
he belongs the essential elements of Barbarism.
In this character it is now conspicuous before tin-

world.

In undertaking now to expose the Barbarism
OF Slavery, the whole broad field is open before
me. There is nothing in its charactni-, its mani-
fold wrong, its wretched results, and e.specially

in its influence on the class wlio claim to be
" ennobled " by it, that will not fall naturally
under consideration.

I know well the difficulty of this discussion
involved in the humiliating Truth with which I

bngin. Senators on former occasions, revealing
their sensibility, have even protested against any

comparison between what were called the " two
civilizations," meaning the two social systems
produced respectively by Freedom and by Slave-
ry. The sensibility and the protest are "not un-
natural, though mistaken. " Two civilizations !"

Sir, in this niueteenth century of Christian light,

there can be but one Civilization, and this is

where Freedom prevails. Between Slavery and
Civilization there is an e.ssential uicompatibility.
If you are for the one, you cannot be for the
other; and just in proportion to the embrace of
Slavery is the divorce from Civilization. That
Slave-masters should be disturbed whi-n this is

exposed, might be expected. But the as>ump-
tions now so boastfully made, while they may
not prevent the sensibility, yet surely excludrt all

ground of protest when these assumptions are
exposed.

iN'or is this the only difficulty Slavery is a
bloody Touch-me-not, and everywhere in" sight
now blooms the bloody flower, "it is on the way
side as we approach the national capital ; it is on
the marble steps which we mount ; il flaunts on
this floor. I stand now in the house of its

friends. About me while I speak are its most
.sensitive guardians, who have shown in the past
how much they are ready either to do or not to
do where Slavery is in question. Menaces to
deter me have not been spared. But I should ill

deserve this high post of duty here, with which
I have been honored by a generous and enlight-
ened people, if I could hesitate. Idolatry has
been often exposed in the presence of idolaters,
and hypocrisy has been chastised in the presence
of Scribes and Pharisees. Such examples may
give encouragement to a Senator who undertakes
in this presence to expose Slavery ; nor can any
language, directly responsive to the assumptions
now made for this Barbarism, be open to ques-
tion. Slavery can only be painted in the stern-
est colors ; but I cannot forget that nature's
sternest painter has been called the best.

The Barbarism of Slavery appears
; first in

the character of SlarerT/, and secondly in the
character of Slave-masters. Under the first head
we shall naturally consider (1) the Law of Slavery
and its Origin, and (2) the practical results of
Slavery as shown in a comparison between the
Free States and the Slave States, binder the
SfcowcZ head we shall naturally consider (1) Slave-
masters as shown in the Law of Slavery

; (2)
Slave-masters in their relations with slaves, here
glancing at their three brutal instruments ; and
(8) Slave-masters in their relations wiih each
other, with society, and with Government; and
(4) Slave-masters in their unconsciousness.
The way will then be prepared for the con-

sideration of the assumpitiou of constitutional

law.

I. In presenting the Character of Slavery,
th'..'re is liitle for me to do, except to allow Slave-

ry to paint itself. When this is done, the pic-

ture will need no explanatory words.

(1.) I begin with the Law cf Slavery and its

Orirjin, and here this Barbarism paints itself in

its own chosen definition. It is simply this:

Man, created in the image of God, is divested of

his human character, and declared to be a " chat-

tel "—that is, a beast, a thing or article of prop-
erty. That this statement may not seem to be
put forward without precise authority, I quota



the statutes of three differeTit States, beginning
with South Carolina, whose voice for Slavery
always has an unerring distinctiveness. Here is

the definition supplied by this State :

"Slaves shaH be deemed, held, taken, reputed, and ad-
judged in law, to be chattels personal \x\ the hands of Iheir

owners and possessors and their executors, administrators,
and assigns, to all intents, constructions, and purposes
whatsoever."—2 Brev. Dig-. 229.

And here is the definition supplied by the Civil

Code of Louisiana

:

" A slave is one who is in the power of a master to whom
he belongs. The master may sell him, dispose of his per-

son, his industry, and his labor. lie can do nothing, pos-
sess nothing, nor acquire anything, but what must belong
to his master."

—

Civil Code, art. 35.

In similar spirit, the law of Maryland thus

indirectly defines a slave as an article

:

"In case the personal property of a ward shall consist

of specific nr/icles, such as slaves, working beasts, animals
of any kind, the court, if it deem it advantageous for the

ward, may at any time pass an order for the sale thereof."
—Statutes of Maryland.

Not to occupy time unnecessarily, I present a

summary of the pretended law defining Slavery

in all the Slave States, as made by a careftil

writer, Judge Stroud, in a work of judicial as

Well as philanthropic merit

:

"The cardinal principle of Slavery—that the s'aveis not
to be ranked among sentient being.s, hut among tilings—
is an article of properly—a chattel personal—obtains as
undoubted law in all of these [Slave, States."—.b7;yu(is
Law of Slavery, p. 22.

Out of this definition, as from a solitary germ,
which in its pettiness might be crushed by the

hand, towers our Upas Tree and all its gigantic

poison. Study it, and you will comprehend the

whole monstrous growth.

Sir, look at its plain import, and see the rela-

tion which it establishes. The slave is held sim-
ply/or the use of his master, to whose behests,

his life, liberty, and happiness, are devoted, and
by whom he may be bartered, leased, mortgaged,
bequeathed, invoiced, shipped as cargo, stored a.s

goods, sold on execution, knocked ofi' at public
auction, and even staked at the gaming table on
the hazard of a card or a die ; all according to

law. Nor is there anything, within the limit of

life, inflicted on a beast which may not be in-

flicted on the slave. He may be marked like a

hog, branded like a mule, yoked like an ox, hob-
bled like a horse, driven like an ass. sheared like

a sheep, maimed like a cur, tmd constantly beaten

like a brute ; all according to law. And should
life itself be taken, what is the remedy? The
Law of Slavery, imitating that rule of evidence
•which, in barbarous days and barbaroi;s coun-
tries, prevented a Christian from testifying against

a Mahomedan, openly pronounces the incompe-
tency of the whole African race—whether bond
or free—to testify in any case against a white
man, and, thus having already surrendered the

slave to all possible outrage, crowns its tyranny,
by excluding the very testimony througb which
the bloody cruelty of the Slave-master might be
exposed.
Thus in its Law does Slavery paint itself; but

it is only when we look at details, and detect its

essential elements—^^.-e in tiumher—all inspired

by a single motive, that its character becomes
completely manifest.

Foremost, of course, in these elements, is the
impossible pretension, where Barbarism is lost

in impiety, by which man claims property in
man. Against such arrogance the argirment is

brief. According to the law of nature, written
by the same hand that placed the planets in their

orbits, and like them, constituting a part of the
eternal system of the Universe, every human
being has a complete title to himself direct from
the Almighty. Naked he is born ; but this birth-

right is inseparable from the human form. A
man may be poor in this world's goods ; but he
owns himself. No war or robbery, ancient or

recent ; no capture ; no middle passage ; no
change of clime ; no purchase money ; no trans-

mission from hand to hand, no matter how many
times, and no matter at what price, can defeat

this indefeasible God-given franchise. And a
Divine mandate, strong as that which guards
Life, guards Liberty also. Even at the very
morning of Creation, when God said, let there

be light—earlier than the malediction against

murder—He set an everlasting difierence between
man and a cliattel, giving to man dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air,

and over every living thing that moveth upon
the earth

:

rhnt right we hold
By Ilis donation ; but man over men
lie made not lord, such title to Himself
Keserving, human left from human free.

Slavery tyrannically assumes a power which
Heaven denied, while, under its barbarous necro-

mancy, borrowed from the Source of Evil, a man
is changed into a chattel—a person is withered
into a thing—a soul is shrunk into merchandise.
Say, sir, in your madness, that you own the sun,
the stars, the moon ; but do not say that you
own a man, endowed with a soul that shall live

immortal, when sun and moon and stars have
passed away.

Secondly. Slavery paints itself again in its com-
plete abrogation of marriage, recognised as a
sacrament by the church, and recognised as a
contract wherever civilization prevails. Under
the law of Slavery, no such sacrament is respect-

ed, and no such contract can exist. The ties that

may be formed between slaves are all subject to

the selfish interests or more selfish lust of the

master, whose license knows no check. Natural

affections which have come together are rudely

torn asunder ; nor is this all. Stripped of every

defence, the chastity of a whole race is exposed
to violence, while the result is recorded in the

tell-tale faces of children, glowing with their

master's blood, but doomed for their mother's

skin to Slavery, through all descending genera-

tions. The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Bkown]
is galled by the comparison between Slavery and
Polygamy, and winces. 1 hail this sensibility as

the sign of virtue. Let him reflect, and he will

confess, that there are many disgusting elements

in Slavery, which are not present in Polygamy,
while the single disgusting element of Polygamy
i.-,' more than present in Slavery. By the license

of Polygamy, one may have many wives, all

bound to him by the marriage tie, and in other

respects protected by law. By the license of

Slavery, a whole race is delivered over to prosti-

ttttion and concubinage, without the protection

of any law. Sir, is not Slavery barbarous ?

Thirdly. Slavery paints itself again in its

complete abrogation of the parental relation,

wlrich God in his benevolence has provided for

the nurture and education of the human family,



and which constitutes an essential part of Civili-

zation itself. And yet, by the law of Slavery

—

happily beginning to be modilied in some places

—this relation is set at naught, and in its place is

substituted the arbitrary control of the master, at

whose mere command little children, such as the

Saviour called unto him, though clasped by a

mother's arms, may be swept under the liamnier

of the auctioneer. I do not dwell on this exhi-

bition. Sir, is not Slavery barbarous ?

Fourthly. Slavery paints itself again in closing

the gates of knoivhdge, which are also the shining

gates of civilization. Under its plain unequivo-

cal law, the bondman may, at the unrestrained

will of his master, be shut out from all instruc-

tion, while in many places, incredible to relate !

the law itself, by cumulative provisions, posi-

tively forbids that he shall be taught to read.

Of course, tlie slave cannot be allowed to read,

for his soul would then expand in larger air,

while he saw the glory of the North Star, and
also the helping truth, that (iod, who made iron,

never made a slave ; for he would then become
familiar with the Scriptures, with the Decalogue

still speaking in the thundt-rs of Sinai ; with
tliat ancient text, " He that stealeth a man and
selleth him, or if he l)e found in his lumds, he
shall surely be put to death;" with that other

text, "Masters, give unto your servants that

which is just and equal;" with that great story

of redemption, when the Lord raised the slave-

born Moses to deliver his chosen people from the

house of bondage ; and with that subiimer story,

where the Saviour died a cruel death, that all

men, without distinction of race, might be saved
—leaving to mankind commandments, which,
even without liis example, make Slavery impos-
sible, Tlius, iu order to ftistfu your manacles
upon the slave, you fasten other manacles upon
his soul. Sir, is not Slavery barbarous ?

Fifthly. Slavery paints itself again in the ap-
propriation of all the toil of its victims, exclud-
Liig them frcnu that jjroperty in their own earn-

ings, which the law of nature allows, and civili-

zation secures. The painful injustice of this

pretension is lost in its meamiess. It is robbery
and petty larceny under the garb of law. And
even its meanness is lost in the absurdity of its

associate pretension, that the African, thus de-

spoiled of all his earnings, is saved from poverty,

and that for his own good he must work for his

master, and not for himself, Alas! by such a

fallacy, is a whole race pauperized ! And yet
this transaction is not without illustrative exam-
ple. A solemn poet, whose verse has found wide
favor, pictures a creature who,

With one hand put
A penny La Uie urn of poverty,
And with the other took a shilling out.
PuUo/cs " Course of Time," Book VIII, G32.

And a celebrated traveller through Russia, more
than a generation ago, describes a kindred sjjirit,

who, while on his knees before an altar of the
Greek Church, devoutly told his beads with one
hand, and with the other deliberately picked the
pocket of a fellow-sinner by las side. Not ad-
miring these instances, I cannot cease to deplore
a .system wluch has much of both, while, under
an affectation of charity, it sordidlv takes from
the slave all the fruits of his bitter sweat, and
thus takes from him the mainspring to exertion.
Tell me, sir, is not Slavery barbarous 1

Such is Slavery in its five special elements of

Barbarism, as recognised by law ; first, assuming
that man can hold property in man ; secondly,

abrogating the relation of husband and wife
;

thirdly, abrogating the parental tie ; fourthly,

closing the gates of knowledge ; and fifthly, ap-

propriating the unpaid labor of another. Take
away these elements, sometimes called " abuses,"

and Slaverj' will cease to exist, for it is these

very •' abuses " which constitute Slavery. Take
away any one of them, and the abolition of Slave-

ry begins. And when I present Slavery for judg-

ment^ I mean no slight evil, with regard to which
there may be a reasonable difference of opinion,

but I mean this five-fold embodiment of " abuse "

—this ghastly quincunx of Barbarism—each par-

ticular of which, if considered separately, nuist

be denounced at once with all the ardor of an

honest soul, while the whole five-fold combina-

tion must awake a five-fold denunciation.

But this five-fold combination becomes still

more hateful when its single motive is considered.

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] says

that it is "but a form of civil government for

those who are not tit to govern themselves."

The Senator is mistaken. It is an outrage where

five ditt'erent pretensions all concur in one single

object, looking only to the profit of the master,

and constituting its ever-present motive power,

which is simply to compel the labor offellow-men

without ivages !

If the oifence of Slavery were less extended
;

if it were confined to some narrow region ; if it

had less of grandeur in its proportions ; if its

victims were counted by tens and hundreds, in-

stead of millions, the five-headed enormity would
find little indulgence. All would rise against it,

while religion and civilization would lavish their

choicest effdrts in the general warfare. But what
is wrong when done to one man cannot be right

when done to many. If it is wrong thus to de-

grade a single soul—if it is wrong thus to degrade

you, Mr. President—it cannot be right to degrade

a whole race. And yet this is denied by the bar-

barous logic of Slavery, which, taking advantage

of its own wrong, claims immunity because its

Usurpation has assumed a front of audacity that

cannot be safely attacked. Unhappily, there is

Barbarism elsewliere in the world ; but Ameri-
can Slavery, as defined by existing law, stands

forth as the greatest organized Barbarism on
which the sun now shines. It is without a single

peer. Its author, after making it, broke the die.

If curiosity carries us to the origin of this law

—and here I approach a topic otten considered

in this Chamber—we shall confess again its Bar-

barism. It is not derived from the common law,

that fountain of Liberty ; for this law, while un-
happily recognising a system of servitude, known
as villeinage, secured to the bondman privileges

unknown to the American slave; protected his

person against mayhem
;

protected his wife

against rape
;
gave to his marriage equal validity

with the marriage of his master, and surrounded
liis offspring with generous presumptions of Free-

dom, unlike that rule of yours by which the

servitude of the mother is necessarily stamped
upon the child. It is not derived from the Ro-
man law, that fountain of tyranny, for two rea-

sons—first, because this law, in its better days,

when its early rigors were spent—like the com-
mon law itself—secured to the bondman privi-

leges unknown to the American slave—in certain
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cases of cruelty rescued him from his master

—

prevented the separation of {)arents aiidcliildreu,

also of brothers and sisters—and even protected

him in tlie marriage relation ; and secondly, be-

cause the Thirteen Colonies were not driven from
any of those countries v?h ch recognised the Ro-
man law, while this law, even before the dis-

covery of tills continent, hud lost all livinp- effi-

cacy. It is not derived from the Mahomedan
law ; for under the mild injunctions of the Koran,

a benignant servitude, unlike yours, has prevail-

ed—where the lash is not allowed to lacerate the

back of a female ; where no knife or branding-
iron is employed upon any human being to mark
him as the property of his fellow-man ; where
the master is expressly enjoined to listen to the

desires of his slave for emancipation ; and wliere

the bk)od of the master, mingling with his bond-
woman, takes from her the transferable character

of a chattel, and confers complete freedom upon
their ofl'spring. It is not derived from the Span-
ish la\V ; for this law contains humane elements,

unknown to your system, borrowed, prrhaps,

from the Mahomedan Moors who so long occu-

pied iSpaiu; and. besides, our Thirteen Colonies

had no umbilical connection with Spain. Moris
it derived from English statutes or American
statutes ; for we have the positive and repeated

averment of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Ma-
son], and also of other Senators, that in not a sin-

gle Slate of the Union can any such statutt s

establisliing Slavery be found. From none of

these does it come.

No, sir ; not from any land of civilization is

this Barbarism derived. It comes from Africa

;

ancient nurse of monsters ; from Guinea, Daho-
mey, and Congo. There is its oiigin and loun-
tain. This benighted region, we are told by
Cliiff Justice Marshall in a memorable judgment,
{The Antelope, 10 Wheaton R., 6G,) still asserts

a right, discarded by Christendom, to enslave

captives taken in war ; and this African Barbar-
isnt is the beginning of American Slavery. And
the Supreme Coitrt of Georgia, a Slave State, has
not shrunk from this conclusion. " Licensed to

hold slave property," says the Court, ''the Geor-
gia planter held the slave as a chattel ; either di-

rectly from the slave-trader, or from those who
held under him, and he from the slave-caidor in

Africa. The property of the planter in the slave

became thus, the property of the original captor."

(Neal V. Fanner, 9 Gtoryia lliports, p. 555.) It

is natural that a right, thus derived in deliance

of Cliristeiulom, and openly founded on the most
vulgar Paganism, should be exercised without
any mitigating influence from Christianity ; that

the master'ici authority over the person of his

slave—over hi»s conjugal relations—over his pa-

rental relations'—o\er the employment of his

time—over all his aciiuisitions, should be recog-

nised, while .no generous presumption inclines to

Freedom, and the woniii of the boud-woman can

deliver only a slave.

From its home in Africa, where it is sustained

by inunemorial usage, this Barbarism, thus de-
rived and thus developed, traversed the ocean to

American soil. It entf'red on board tluit fatal

slave-ship " built m the eclipse, and rigged witli

curses dark," whicli in 1(520 landed its crtiel

cargo at Jamestown, in Virginia, and it has boldly
taken its place in every succeeding slave-ship
from that early day till now—lielping to pack
the human freight, regardless of human agony ;

surviving tlie torments of the middle passage ; sur-
viving its countless victims plunged beneath the,

waves ; and it has left the slave-ship only to

travel inseparable from the slave in his various
doom, sanctioning by its barbarous code every
otitrage whether of mayhem or robbery, of lash
or lust, and fastening itself upon his otl'spring to

tile remotest generation. Thus are tlie barbar-
ous prerogatives of barbarous half-naked African
chiefs perpetuated in American slave-mastei's,

while the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,]
l^erhaps itnconscious of their origin—perhaps
desirous to secirre for them the appearance of a
less barbarous pedigree—tricks them out with a
phrase of the Roman law, discarded by the com-
mon \i\.\\

,
parius sequitur ventrem. which simply

renders into ancient Latin an existing rule of

African Barbarism, recognised as an existing rule

.of American Slavery.

Such is the plain juridical origin of the Ameri-
can slave code, which is now vaunted as a badge
of Civilization. But all law, whatever may be
its juridical origin, whether English or Mahome-
dan, Roman or Alrican, may be traced to other

and ampler influences in nature, sometimes of

Right, and sometimes of Wrong. Surely the
law which blasted the slave-trade as piracy pun-
ishable with death had a diflerent inspiration

from that other law, which secured immunity for

the slave-tiade throughout an immense territory,

and invested its supporters with political power.
As there is a higher law above, so there is a hjwer
law below, and each is felt in liunian affairs.

Thus far, we have Seen Slavery only in its

pretended law, and in the origin of that law.

And here I might stop, without proceeding in this

argument ; for, on the letter of the law alone

Slavery must be condemned. But the tree is

known by its fruits, and these I now shall ex-
hibit ; and this brings me to tlie second stage of

the argument.

(2.) In considering the practical results of
Slavery, the materials are so obvious and diver-

sifled, that my chief care will be to abridge and
reject ; and here 1 shall put the Slave States and
Free Strifes face to face, showing at each point the

bla.sling influence of Slavery.

The States where this Barbarism now exists

excel the Free States in all natural advantages.

Their territory is more extensive, stretching over

851,448 square miles, while the Free States, in-

cluding California, embrace only 612,597 square
miles. Here is a diflerence of more than 238,000
square miles in favor of the Slave States, showing
that Freedom starts in this great controversy, with

a field more than a quarter less than that of

Slavery. In happiness of climate, adapted to

productions of special value ; in exliaustless mo-
tive power distributed throughout its space ; in

natural highways, by more than fifty navigable

rivers, never closed by the rigors of winter, and
ill a stretcli of coast along ocean and gulf, indent-

ed by hospitable harbors—the whole presenting

incouipurable advantiiges for that true civilization

whf^re agriculture, mai.ufactures, and commerce,
both domestic and foreign, blend—in all these

respects the Slave States excel the Free Suites,

whose climate is often cliurlish, whose motive
power is less various, whose navigable rivers are

fewer and often sealed by ice, and whose coast,

while less in extent and with fewer harbors, is

often perilous from storm and cold.



But Slavery plays the part of a Harpy, and
defiles the choicest banquet. See what it does

with this territory, thus spacious and fair.

An important indication of prosperity is to he

found in the growth of population, lu this re-

spect the two regrions started equal. In 1790, at

the first census under the Constitution, the popu-

lation of the present Slave States was 1.961,372,

of the present Free States 1,968,4.55, .showing a

difference of only 7,0S3 in favor of the Free

States. This diflerence, at first uierely nominal,

has been constantly iiicreasing since, showing

itself more strongly in each decennial census,

until, in 1850, the population of the Slave States,

swollen by the annexation of three foreign Ter-

ritories, Louisiana, Florida, and Texas, was only

9,612,709, while that of the Free States, without

any such annexations, reached 13,434,922. Show-
ing a difference of 3,822,153 iu favor of Freedom.

But this difference becomes still more remarkable,

if we confine our inquiries to the white popula-

tion, which, at this period, was only 6,184,477

in the Slave States, while it was 13,238.67U in

the Free States, showing a difference of more
than 7,054,193 iu favor of Freedom, and showing
that the white population of the Free States had
not only doubled but commenced to trijile that

of the Slave States, although occupying a smaller

territory. The comparative sparseue.ss of the two
pojjulations furnishes another illustration. In

the Slave States the average number of inhabi-

tants to a square mile was 11.28. while in the

Free States it was 21.93, or ahuost two to one iu

favor of Freedom.
These results are general ; but if we take any

particular Slave State, and compare it with a Free

State, we shall find the same constant evidence

foi- Freedom. Take Virginia, with a territory of

61,352 miles, and New York, with a territory of

47,000, or over 14,000 square miles .ess than her

sister State. New York has one sea-port, Vir-

ginia some three or four ; New Y'ork has one

noble river, Virginia has several ; New Y'ork for

400 miles runs along the frozen line of Canada;
Virginia ba.-,ks iu a climate of constant felicity.

But Freedom is better than climate, i-ivers, or

sea-pori

!

In 1790 the population of Virginia was 748,

308, and in 1850 it was 1,421, ("61. In 1790, the

population of New Y'ork was 340,120, and in

1850 it was 3,097,394; that of Virginia had not

doubled iu sixty years, while that of New Y'ork

had multiplied more than nine-fold. A similar

comparison may be made between Kentucky, with

37,680 square miles, admitted into the Union as

long ago as 1790, and Ohio with 39,964 square
miles, admitted into the Union in 1802. In 1850
the Slave Stiite had a population of only 982,405,
while Ohio had a population of 1,980,329, show-
ing a difference of nearly a million in favor of

Freedom.
As in population, so also in the value of

property, real and personal, do the Free States
excel the Slave States. According to the census
of 1850, the value of property in the Free States
was $4,107,162,198, while iu the Shu-e States it

was §2,936,090,73 7; or, if we deduct the assert-

ed property iu human flesh, only §1,655,945,
137—shownig an enormous difference of bil-

lions iu favor of Freedom. In the Free States
the valuation per acre was $10.47, in the Slave
States only $3.04. This disproporiion was still

greater iu 1855, according to the report of the

Secretary of the Treasury when the valuation of
the Free States was $5,770,194,680; or §14.72
per acre ; and of the Slave States, $3,977,353,
946, or, if we deduct the asserted properly iu
human flesh §2, .'i05, 186,346, or $4.59 per acre.

Thus, in five years from 1850, the valuation of
property in the Free States received an increase
of more than the whole accumulated valuation
of the Slave States at that time.

Looking at details, we find the same dispropor-
tions. ."Arkansas and Michigan, equal in territory,

were admitted into the Union in the same year;
and j'et in 1855, the whole valuation of Arkansas,
including its asserted pro]ierty in liumau flesh,

was 01, ly $64,240,726, while that of Michigan,
without a single slave, was $116,593,580. The
whole accumulated valuation of all the Slave
States, deducting the asserted propertv in human
flesh, in 1850, was only $1,655,945,137 ; but the
valuation of New Y'ork alone, in 1855, reached
the nearly equal sum of $1,401,285 279. The
valuation of Virginia, North and South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, and Texas, all together, in 1850,
deducting human flesh, was $573,332,860, or sim-
ply $1.81 per acre—being less than that ot Mas-
sachusetts alone, which was $573,342,286, or
$114.85 per acre.

The Slave States boast of agriculture; but
liere again, notwitlistanding their superior nat-

ural advantages, they must yield to the Free
States at every point, in the number of farms
and plantations, in the number of acres of im-
proved lands, i[i the cash value of farms, in the
average value per acre, and in the value of farm-
ing implements and machinery. Here is a short
table :

Free States.—Number of farms, 877,736 ; acres

of improved land, 57,688,040 ; cash value of

farms, $2,143,344,437 average value per acre.

$19.83 ; value of farming implements, $85,730,-

658.

Slave States.—Number of farms, 564,203 ; acres

of improved land, 54,970,427 ; cash value of
farms, $1,117,649,649 ; average value per acre,

$6.18; value of farming implements, $65,345,-
625.

Such is the mighty contrast. But it does not
stop here Careful tables place the agricultural

products of the Free States, for the year ending
June, 1850 at $858,634,334, while those of the
Slave States were $631,277,417; the jiroduct per
acre in the Free States at $7.94, and the product
per acre in the Slave States at $3.49 ; and the

average product of each agriculturist in the Free
States at $342, and in the Slave States at $171.

Thus the Free States, with a smaller popula-
tion engaged in agriculture than the Slave States,

with smaller territory, show an annual sum total

of agricultural products surpassing those of the
Slave States by two hundred and twenty-seven
millions of dollars, while twice as much is pro-
duced on an acre, and more than twice as much
is produced b}' each agriculturist. The monopo-
1}' of cotton, rice, and cane sugar, with a climate
granting two and sometimes three crops in a
year, are thus impotent in the competition with
Freedom.

In manufactures, the failure of the Slave
States is greater still. It appears at all points, iu

the capital employed, in the value of the raw
material, in the annual wages, and iu the annual
product. A short table will show the con-
trast :



Free S'taifes.—Capital, $4r,0, 240,051 ; value of

raw material, $465,844 092 ; annual wages,

$195,976,453 ; annual pioduct, $842,586,058.

Slave Sfo!!e5.—Capital, $95,029,879 ; value of

raw material, $86,190,6?.9 ; annual wages, $33,-

257,360; annual product, $165,413,027.

Tliis miglit be illustrated by detailh with regard

to different uiaiiufacturcs— vvln'tlier of shoes, cot-

ton, woolen, pig iron, wrought iron, and iron

castings—all showing the contrast. It might
also be illustrated by a comparison between dif-

ferent States; showing, for instanct^, that the

manufactures of Massachnsntts, during the last

year, exceeded those of all the Slave States com-
bined.

In commerce^ the failure of the Slave States is

on yet a larger scale. Under this liead, the cen-

sus does not supply proper statistics, and we are

left, therefore, to approximations from other

quarters; bat these are enough for our purpose.

It appears that, of the products which enter into

commeix-e, the Free States had an amount valued
at $1,377,199,968 ; tlie Shive States an amount
valued only at $410,754,992 ; that of the persons

engaged in trade, the Free States liad 136,856,

and the Slave States 52,622 ; and tliatof the ton-

nage employed, the Free States had 2,790,195
tons, and the Slave States only 726,285. Tliis

was iu 1850. But in 1855 the disprojiortion was
still greater, the Free States having 4,252,615
tons, and the Slave States 855,517 tons, being a

difference of five to one ; and tlie tonnage of

Massachusetts alone being 970,727 tons, an
amount larger than that of all the Slave States.

The tonnage built during this year by the Free

States was 528,844 tons ; by the Slave States,

52,959 tons. Maine alone built 215,905 tons, or

more than four times the whole built in the

Slave States.

The foreign commerce, as indicated by the ex-

ports and imports in 1855, ol the Free States,

was $404,368 503 ; of the Slave States, $132,067,-

216. The exports of the Free States were

$167,520,693; of the Slave States including the

vaunted cotton crop, $132,007,216. The imports

of the Free States were $236,947,810; of the

Slave States, $24,586,528. The foreign commerce
of New York alone was more than twice as large

as that of all the Slave States ; her imports were
larger, and her exports were larger also. Add to

this testimony of figures the testimony of a Vir-

ginian, Mr. Loudon, in a letter written just before

the sitting of a Southern Commercial Conven-
tion. Thus he complains and testifies :

'•There are not half a dozen vessels engaged in our own
trade that are owned in Virginia; and I have been una-
ble to find a vessel at Liverpool loading for Virginia with-

in three years, during the height of our busy season."

Railroads and canals are the avenues of com-
merce ; and here again the Free States excel. Of
railroads in operation in 1854, there were 13,105

miles in the Free States, and 4,212 in the Slave

States. Of canals there were 3,682 miles in the

Free States, and 1,116 in the Slave Stales.

The Post Office, which is not only tlie agent

of commerce, but of civilization, joins in the

uniform testimony. According to the tables for

1859, tlie postage collected in tlie Free States was
$5,532,999, and the expense of carrying the

mails $6,748,189, leaving a deficit of $1,21.5,189.

In the Slave States tlie amount collected was only

$1,988,050, and the expense of carrying tlie

laails $6,016,612, leaving the enormous deficit of

$4,028,568 ; the difference between the two defi-

cits being $2,813,372. The Slave States did not
pay one-third of the expense of transporting their

mails ; and not a single Slave State paid for the

transportation of its mails ; not even the small
State of Delaware. Massachusetts, besides pay-
ing for hers, had a surplus larger than the whole
amount collected in South Carolina.

According to the census of 1850, the value of

churches in the Free States was $67,773,477 ; in

the Slave States, $21,674,581.

The voluntary charity contributed in 1855, for

certain leading purposes of Cliristian benevo-
lence, was, in the Free States, $953,813 ; for the

same purposes, in the Slave States, $194,784.

For the Bible cause, the Fiee States contributed

$319,667; the Slave States, $68,125. For the

missionary cause, the first contributed $319,667 ;

and the second, $101,934. For the Tract Socie-

ty, the first contributed $131,972 ; and the se-

cond, $24,725. The amount contributed in

Massachusetts for the support of missions was
greater than that contributed by all the Slave

States, and more than eight times that contribut-

ed by South Carolina.

Nor have the Free States been backward in

charity, when the Slave States have been smit-

ten. The records of Massachusetts show that as

long ago as 1781, at the beginning of the govern-

ment, there was an extensive contribution

throughout the Commonwealth, under the parti-

culiir direction of that eminent patriot, Samuel
Adtims, for the relief of inhabitants of South
Carolina and Georgia. In 1855 we were sadden-

ed by the prevalence of yellow fever in Ports-

mouth, Virginia ; and now, from a report of the

relief committee of that place, we learn that the

amount of charity contributed by the Slave

States, exclusive of Virginia, the afflicted State,

was $12,182; and, including Virginia, it was

$33,398 ; while $42,547 were contributed by the

Free States.

In all this array we see the fatal influence of

Slavery ; but its Barbarism is yet more conspicu-

ous when we consider its Educational Establish-

ments, and the unhappy results, which naturally

ensue from their imperfect character.

Of colleges, iu 1856, the Free States had 61,

and the Slave States 59 ; but the comparative

efficacy of the institutions which assume this

name may be measured by certain facts. The
number of graduates in the Free States was

47,752, in the Slave States 19,648 ; the number
of ministers educated in Slave colleges was 747,

in tlie Free colleges 10,702 ; and the number of

volumes in the libraries of Slave colleges 308,011

;

in the libraries of the Free colleges 667,227. If

the materials were at hand for a comparison be-

tween these colleges, in buildings, cabinets, and
scientific apparatus, or in the standard of scholar-

ship, the difference would be still more appa-

rent.

Of professional schools, teaching law, medi-

cine, and theology, the Free States had 65, with

269 professors, 4 426 students, and 175,951 vol-

umes in their libraries, while the Slave States

had only 32 professional schools, with 122 pro-

fessors, 1,807 students, and 30,796 volumes in

their libraries. The whole number educated at

these institutions in the Free States was 23,513,

in the Slave States 3,812. Of these, the largest

number in the Slave States study law, next me-

dicLue, and lastly theology. According to the
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ceusus, there are only 808 in the Slave theologi-

cal schools, and 747 studying for the ministry in

the Slave colleges ; and this is all the record we
have of the education of the Slave clergy.

Of academies and private schccls, in 1850, the

Free States, notwithstanding their inultitudinons

public schools, had 3,197, with 7,175 teachers,

154,893 pupils, and an annual ii.eoin^' of §2,457,-

372 ; the Slave States had 2,797 academies and
private schools, with 4 913 teachers, 104.976

pupils, and an annual income of ;it:2,079,724.

In the ahsence of public schools, to a large ex-

tent, where slavery exists, the dependence must
be cluefly upon private schools ; and yet even in

these the Slave States fall below the Free States,

whi^ther we consider the number of pupils, the

number of teachers, or the amount paid for their

support.

lu public schools, oi^en to all, alike the poor
and the lich, the eminence of the Free States is

complete. Here the figures show a difference as

wide as that between Freedom and Slavery.

Their number in the Free States is 62,433, with

72,621 teachers, and with 2,769,901 pupils, sup-
port;ed by an annual expense of $6 780,337.

Their number in tlie Slave States is 18,507, with

19,307 teachers, and with 581,861 jjupils, sup-
ported by an animal expense of 62.719,534.

Tills difference may be illustrated by details.

Virginia, an old State, and more than a third

larger than Ohio, has 67,353 pupils in hnr public

schools, while the latter Slate has 484,153. Ar-
kansas, equal in age and size with Michigan, has
only 8,493 pupils at her public schools, while
the latter Slate has 110,455. South Carolina,

three times as large as Massacluisetts, has 17,838
pupils at public school, while the latter Stale has

176,475. South Carolina spends for this pur-
pose, annually, $200,600; Massachu.setts, $1,-

006,795. Baltimore, with a population of 169,-

012, on the northern verge of Slavery, has
school buildings valued at $105,729; those of

Boston are valued at $729,502. Boston, with a

i:>opulation smaller than that of Baltimure, has
20-J public schools, with 353 teachers, and 21,678
pupils, supported at an annual expense of

$237,000 ; Baltimore has only 36 public schools,

with 139 teachers, and 8,011 pupils, supported
at an annual expense of $32,423. But even
these figures do not disclose the wliolo difference

;

for there exist in the Free States teachers' insti-

tutes, normal schools, lyceums, and public
courses of lectures, which are unknown in the
region of Slavery. These advantages are enjoyed
also by the children of colored persons ; and
here is a comparison which shows the degrada-
tion (jf the Slave States. It is their habit parti-

cularly to deride free colored persons. See, now,
with what cause. The number of colored per-
sens in the Free States is 196,016, of whom
22,043, or more than one-nintli, attend school,

which is a larger proportion than is supplied by
the whites of the Slave States. In Massachu-
setts there are 9,064 colored persons, of whom
1,439, or nearly one-sixth, attend school, which
is a much larger proportion than is supplied by
the whites of Soulh Carolina.

Among educational establisliments are public
libraries ; and here, again, the Free States have
their customary eminence, whether we consider
libraries strictly called public, or libraries of the
common school, of the Sunday school, of the
college, and of the church. Here the disclosures

are startling. The number of libraries in the

Free States is 14,911, and the sum total of vol-

umes is 3 888,234 ; the number of libraries in

the Slave States is 695, and the sum total of vol-

umes is 649,577 ; showing an excess for Freedom
o'' more than fourteen thousand libraries, and
more than three millions of volumes. In the Free
Slates the couiluon school libraries are 11,881,

and contain 1,589,683 volumes; in the Slave

States they are 186, and contain 57,721 volumes.

In the Free States the Sunday school libraries

are 1,713, and contain 478,858 volumes ; in the

Slave States they are 275, and contain 63,463

volumes. In the Free States the college libra-

ries are 132, and contain 660,573 volumes; iu

the Slave States they are 79, and contain 249,248
volumes. In the Free States the church libra-

ries are 109, and contain 52,723 volumes; in the

Slave Slates they are 21, and contain 5,627
volumes. In the Free States the libraries

strictly called pul)lic, and not included under
the heads already enumerated, are 1,058, and
contain 1,106,397 volumes ; those of the

Slave States are 152, and contain 273,518
volumes.
Turn these figures over, look at them in any

light, and the conclusion will be irresistible for

Freedom. The college libraries alone of the

Free Stales are greater than all the libraries of

Slavery. So, also, are the libraries of Massachu-
setts alone greater than all the libraries of Slave-

ry ; a)id the common school libraries alone
of IS'ew York are more than twice as large

as all the libraries of Slavery. Michigan has
107 943 volumes in her libraries ; Arkansas
has 420.

Among educational establishments, one of the

most efficient is the Press : and here, again, all

things testify for Freedom. The Free Slates ex-

cel in the number of newspapers and periodicals

published, whether daily, semi-weekly, weekly,
semi-monthiy, monthly, or quarterly ; and what-
ever their character, whether literary, neutral,

political, religious, or scientific. Tlie whole ag-

gregate circulation in the Free States is 334,146,-

281 ; in the Slave Stales, 81,038,693. In Free
Michigan, 3,247,736 ; in Slave Arkansas. 377,000.

In Free Ohio 30.473,407 ; in Slave Kentucky,
6,582 838. In Slave Soulh Carolina, 7,145,930;
in Free Massachusetts, 64,820,564—a larger num-
ber than in the ten Slave States, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia,

Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Louisiana and
Texas, combined. This enormous disproportion
111 the aggregate is also preserved in the details.

In the Slave States, political newspapers find

more favor than any others ; but even of these

they publish only 47,243,209 copies, while the

Free Slates publish 163,5!;<3,668. Of neutral

newspapers, the Slave Slates publish 8,812,620 ;

Ihe Free Slates, 79,156,738. Of religious news-
papers, the Slave States publish 4,364 832 ; the
Free Stales, 29,280,652. Of literary journals, the
Slave «t;iles publish 20,245,360 ; the Free States,

57,47b, 768. And of scientific journals, the

Slave States publish 372,672 ; the Free States,

4,521,260. Of these latter, the number of copies

published in Massachusetts alone is 2,033,260

—

more than five times the number in the whole
land of Slavery. Thus, in contributions to sci-

ence, literature, religion, and even politics, as

attested by the activity of the periodical press,

do the Slave States miserably fail, while darknesa
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gathers over them. And this seems to he in-

creasing with time. According to the census of

1810, tlie disproportion in this respect between

the two regions was only as two to one. It is

now more than live to one, and is still going

on.

Tlie same disproportion appears with regard

to persons connected with the Press. In the

Free States, the number of printers was 11,822,

of whom 1,229 were in Massachusetts ; in the

Slave States there were 2,895, of whom South
Carolina had only 141. In the Free States, the

number of puhlishers was 331 ; in the Slave

States, 24. Of these, Massachusetts had 59,

or more than twice as many as all the Slave

States ; while South Carolina had none. In the

Free States, the uiUhors were 73; in the Slave

States, 9—of whom Massachusetts had 17, and
South Carolina 6. These suggestive illustrations

are ail derived from the last official ceiisus. liut

if we go to other sources, the contrast is still the

same. Of the authors mentioned in Duyckink's
Cyclopedia of American Literature, 403 are of

the Free States, and only 87 of the Slave States.

Of tlie poets mentioned in Giiswold's Poets and
Poetiy of America, 123 are of the Free States,

and only 17 of the Slave States. Of the poets,

whose place of birth ajjpears in Reed's Female
Poets of America. 73 are of the Free States, and
only 11 of the Slave States. And if we try au-

thors by weight or quality, it is the same as

when we try them by numbers. Out of the Free

States have come all whose « orhs Iiuve taken a

place in the p)ermanent literature of the country

—

Irving, Prescott, Sparks, Bancroft, Emerson,
Motley, Hildreth and Hawtliorne ; also, Bryant,

Longlellow, Dana, Halleck, Wliittier, and Low-
ell—and I might add indetinilely to the list. But
what name from the Slave States could find a

place there ?

A similar disproportion appears in the number
of Patents, attesting the inventive industry of

the contrasted re^iions, issued during the last

three years, 1857, JS58 and 1859. In the Free

States there were 9,5()0 ; in the Slave States,

1,449—making a dilieience of 8,111 in fa\*or of

Freedom. The mimber in Free Massachusetts

was 972 ; in Slave South Carolina, 39. The
nurxiber in Free Connecticut small in territory

and population, was 628 ; in Slave Virginia,

large in territory and population, 184,

From all these things we might, infertile igno-.

ranee prevalent in the Slave States; but this

shows itself in specilic results of a deplorable

character, authenticated by the official census.

It appears that in the Slave States there were
493,026 native white persons over twenty years

of age who cannot read and write, while in the

Free States, with double the white population,

there were but 2iS,725 native whiles o\er twen-
ty years of age in this unhappy predicament.

In the Slave States the proportion was 1 to 12
;

in the Free States it was 1 to 53. The number
in Free Massachusetts, with a population of

nearly a million, was 1,005, or 1 in 517 ; the

number in Slave South Carolina, with a popula-

tion under three hundred thousand, was 15,580,

or 1 in 7. The number in Free Connecticut was
1 in 277 ; in Slave Virginia, 1 in 5 ; in Free JNew

Hami.),-hire 1 in 201 ; and in Slave. North Caro-
lina, I ill 3.

Before closing this picture of Slavery, where
the dismal colors all come from official figures,

there are two other aspects in which for a mo-
ment it may be regarded :

1. The first is the iniluence which it has on
emigration. It is stated in the official compen-
dium of the census, (i^age 115,) that those per-

sons living in Slave States who are natives of

Free States are more numerous than those living

in Free States who are natives of Slave States.

This is an egregious error. Just the contrary is

true. The census of 1850 found 609,371 in the
Free States who were horn in the Slave States,

while only 206,638 born in the Free States were
in the Slave States. And since the white popu-
lation of the Free States is double that of the
Slave States, it appears that the proportion of

whites moving from Slavery is six times greater

than that of the whites moving into slavery. In
this simple fact is disclosed something of the
aversion to Slavery which is aroused even in the
Slave States.

2. The second aspect is furnished by the cha-
racter of the region on the border line between
Fretidom and Slavery. In general, the value of

lands in Slave States adjoining Freedom is ad-
vanced, while the value of corresponding lands
in Free States is diminished. The effects of Free-
dom and Slavery are reciprocal. Slavery is a
bad neighbor. Freedom is a good neighbor. In
Virginia, lands naturally poor are, by their near-
ness to Freedom, worth $12,98 an acre, while
richer lands in other parts of the State are worth
only $8.42. In Illinois, lands bordering upon
Slavery are worth only $4,54 an acre, while
other lands in Illinois are worth $8.05. As in

the value of lands so in all other influences is

Slavery felt for evil, and Freedom felt for good ;

and thus is it clearly shown to be for the inte-

rest of the Slave States to be surrounded by a
circle of Free States,

Thus, at every point is the character of Slave-
ry more and more manifest, rising and dilating

into an overshadowing Barbarism, darkening the
whole land. Through its influence, population,

values of all kinds, manufactures, commerce,
railroads, canals, charities, the post office, col-

leges, professional schools, academies, public

schools, newspapei'S, periodicals, books, author-
ship, inventions, are all stunted, and, under a

Government which professes to be founded on
the intelligence of the people, one in twelve of

the white adults in the region of Slavery is offi-

cially reported as unable to read and write.

Never was the saying of Montesquieu more tri-

umphantly Verified, that countries are not culti-

vated by reason of their fertility, but by reason

of their liberty. To this truth the Slave States

con.-jtantly testify by every possible voice. Li-

berty is the p)owerful agent which drives the

plow, the spindle, and tlie keel ; which opens
avenues of all kinds ; which inspires charity

;

which awakens a love of knowledge, and sup-

plies the means of gratifying it. Liberty is the

first of schoolmasters.

Unerring and passionless figures thus far have
been our witnesses. But their testimony will be
enhanced by a final glance at the geographical

character of the Slave States ; and here there is

a singular and instructive jiarallel.

Jeflerson described Virginia as fast sinking to

be " the Barbary of the Union"—meaning, of

course, the Barbary of his day, which had
not yet turned against Slavery. In this allu-

sion he was wiser than he knew. Though on
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different sides of the Atlantic and on different

continents, our Slave States and the original Bar-

hary States occupy nearly the same parallels of

latitude ; occupy nearly the same extent of longi-

tude ; embrace nearly the same number of square

miles; enjoy kindred advantages of climate,

being equally removed from the cold of the

Ninth and the burning beat of the tropics; and
also enjoy kindred boundaries of land and water,

with kindred advantages of ocean and sea, with
this difference, that the boundaries of the two re-

gions are precisely reversed, so that where island

in one case is water in the other, while in both

cases tliere is the same extent of ocean and the

same extent of sea. Nor is this all. Algiers, for a

long time the most obnoxious place in the Bur-

bary States of Africa, once branded by an indig-

nant chronicler as " the wall of the barbarian

world," is situated near the parallel of 06" 30'

north latitude, being the line of the Missouri

compromise, which once marked the " wall " of

Slavery in our country west of the Mississijjpi,

while Morocco, the chief present seat of Slavery

in the African Barbary, is on the parallel of

Charleston. There are no two spaces on the sur-

face of the globe, equal in extent, (and an exam-
ination of the map will verify what I am about
to state,) wliich present so many distinctive fea-

tures of resemblance ; whether we consider the

common parallels of latitude on which they lie,

the common nature of their boundaries, their

common productions, their common climate, or

the common Barbarism which sought shelter in

both. I do not stop to inquire why Slavery

—

banished at last from Europe, banished also from
that part of this hemisphere which corresponds
in latitude to Europe—should have entrenched
itself in both hemispheres between the same
parallels of latitude, so that Virginia, Corolina,

Mississippi, and Missouri, should be the Ame-
rican complement to Morocco, Algiers, Tripoli,

and Tunis. But there is one important point in

the parallel which remains to be fultilled. The
barbarous Emperor of Morocco, in the words
of a Treaty, has expressed his desire that Sla-

very might pass from the memory of men, while
Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, after cherishing Sla-

very with a tenacity equalled only by the tenacity

of South Carolina, have successively renounced it

and delivered it over to the indignation of man-
kind. In following this example tlie parallel

will be complete, and our Barbary will become
the complement in Freedom to the African Bar-
bary, as it has already been its complement in

Slavery, and is unquestionably its complement
in geographical character.

II. From the consideration of Slavery in its

practical results, illustrated by the contrast be-
tween the Free States and Slave States, I pass
now to another stage of the argument, and pro-
ceed to exhibit Slavery in its influence on the
Character of Slave-masters. Nothing could
I undertake more [>ainful, and yet there is

nothing which is more essential to the discus-
sion, especially in response to the pretensions of
Senators on this floor, nor is there any point on
which' the evidence is more complete.

It is in tlie Character of Slavery itself that we
are to find the Character of Slave-masters ; but
I need not go back to the golden lips of Chry-
sostom to learn that '-Slavery is the fruit of
covetousness, of extravagance, of insatiable

gi-eediness :" for we have already seen that this

five-fold enormity is inspired by the single idea
of compelling men to xvork wiihoxd wages. This
spirit must naturally appear in the Slave-master.
But the eloquent Christian Saint did not disclose

the whole truth. Slavery is founded on violence,

as we have already too clearly seen ; of course
it can be sustained only by kindred violence,

sometimes against the defenceless slave, some-
times against the freeman whose indignation is

aroused at the outrage. It is founded on brutal

and vulgar pretensions, as we have already too
clearly seen ; of course it c^an be sustained only
by kinded brutality and vulgarity. The denial

of all rights in the slave can be sustained only
by a disregard of other rights, common to the
whole community, whether of the person, of the
press, or of speech. Where this exists there can
be but one supreme law, to which all other laws,

legislative or social, are subordinate, and this is

the i^retended law of Slavery. All these things
must be manifest in Slave-masters, and yet,

unconscious of their true condition, they make
boasts which reveal still further the unhappy
influence. Barbarous standards of conduct are

unblushingly avowed. The swagger of a bully
is called chivalry ; a swiftness to quarrel is called

courage ; the bludgeon is adopted as the substi-

tute for argument ; and assassination is lifted to

be one of the Fine Arts. Long ago it was fixed
certain that the day which made man a slave
" took half his worth away "—words from the
ancient harp of Homer, i-esounding through long
generations. Nothing here is said of the human
being at the other end of the chain. To aver
that on this same day all his worth is taken
away might seem inconsistent with exceptions
which we gladly recognise ; but alas ! it is too
clear, both from i-eason and from evidence, that,

bad as Slavery is for the Slave, it is worse for the
Master.

In making this exposure I am fortified, at the
outset, by two classes of authorities, whose testi-

mony it will be difficult to question ; the first is

American and founded on personal experience

;

the second is philosophical, and founded on
everlasting truth.

First, American Authority; and here I adduce
words often quoted, which dro2:)ped from the lips

of Slave-masters in those bitter days when, see-

ing the wrong of Slavery, they escaped from its

injurious influence. Of these none exi)ressed
themselves with more vigor than Colonel Mason,
a Slave-master from Virginia, in debate on the
adoption of the National Constitution. These
aie his words :

" Slavery fliscouragee arts and manufactures. The poor
despise labor when performed by slaves. They prevent
the emigration of whites, who really enrich and strengthen
a country. Tkcij produce the must pernicious ejfect on
manners. Eviiitv Master of Slaves is born a petty
TYKAXT. They bring the judgment of Heaven on a coun-
try."

Thu.s, with a few touches, does this Slave-
master portray his class, putting them in that
hateful list, which, according to every principle
of liberty, must be resisted so long as we obey
God. And this same testimony also found ex"
pression irum the fiery soul of Jefierson. Here
are some of his words :

" There must be an unhappy influen'-e on the manners
of our people, produced by' ihe existence of Slavery
amnng us The whole commerce between master ani
slave is a perpetual exercise "f the most boisterous passions,
THE .M' ST LNKEsiiTTixG D MPoTiS-M on the One part, and
degrading submissions on the other ; our children see ihis,
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and learn to imitate it * * * The man must be a pro-

digy uho can retain his manners and morals undepraved

bxi such circumstances. And witli what execra'ion should

tlie statesman be loaded, who permitting one half the cit-

izens thus to trample on the rights of the'other, transforms
those into despots, and these into enemies ; destroys the mor-
als of the one part, and the amor palrice. of the other!
* * * With the morals of the people, their industry

also is destroyed."

Next conies tlie Philosophic Authority ; and

liei-e the language which I quote inaj' be less fa-

miliar, but, it is hardly less coniinanding. Among
names of such weight, I shall not discriminate,

but shall simply follow the order of time in which

tiiey appealed. First is John Locke, the great

author of the English System of Intellectual

Philosophy, who though once unhapi)ily conced-

ing indulgence to American Slavery, in another

place describes it, in words which every Slave-

master should know, as

—

"The state of war continued between a lawful con-
queror and his captive. * * * So opposite to the gene-

rous temper and courage of our nation, that Uis hardly

to be conceived that an Englishman, Miicu less a gen-
tleman, should pleadfor it."

Then conies Adam Smith, the f mnder of the

science of Political Economy, who, iit his work
on Morals, thus utters himself:

"There is not a negro from the coast of Africa who does

not possess a degree of magnanimity which the soul of his

sordid master is too often scarce capable of conceiving,

Fortune never exerted more cruelly her empire over man-
kind, than when she subjected these nations of heroes to

the refuse of gaols of Europe, to wretches who possess the

virtues neither of the countries which they come from, nor
of those which they go to. and whose levity, brutality and
baseness, so Justly expose them to the contempt of the van-
quished."— Theory of Mural Sentiments, Part V, chap-
ter 2.

This judgment pronounced just a century ago,

was rei)elled by the Slave-masters of Virginia,

in a feeble publication which attests at least

their own consciousness that they were the

criminals arraigned by the distinguished phi-

losopher. This was soon followed by the tes-

timony of the great English moralist, Dr. John-
son, who, in a letter to a friend, thus shows his

opinion of Slave-masters

:

"To omit for a year, or for a day, tlie most efficacious

method of a<lvancing Christianity, in compliance with any
purposes, that terminate on this side of the grave, is a
crime of which I know not that the world has had an ex-
ample, except in the practice of the planters of America,
a race of mortals ivhom. I suppose, no other man wishes
to resemble."—Letter to William Drunimoud, ISth Au-
gust, 1766. {BoswelVs Life of Johnsori, by Croker.)

With such authorities, American and Philo-

sophic, I need not hesitate in this ungracious

task; but Truth, which is mightier than Mason
and Jefferson, tlian John Locke, Adam Smith,
and Samuel Johnson, marshals the evidence in

unbroken succession.

Proceeding with this argument, which broad-

ens as we advance, we shall see Slave-masters (1)

in the Law of Slaverj', (2) in their relations with

Slaves, (3) in their relations with each other and
with Society, and (4) in that unconsciousness
which renders them insensible to their true char-

acter.

(1.) As in considering the Character of Sla-

very, so in considering the Character of Slave-

masters, we must begin with the Laiv of Slavery
which, as their work, testifies against them. In

the face of such an unutterable abomination,
where ini|)iety, cruelty, brutality, and robbery,

all strive for mastery, it is in vain to assert the

humanity or refinement of its authors. Full

well I know that the conscience which speaks so

powerfully to the solitary soul, is often silent in

the corporate body, and that, in all ages and
countries, numbers, when gathered in communi-
ties and States, have sanctioned acts from which
the individual revolts. And yet I know no surer
way of judging a people than by its laws, especi-

ally where those laws have been long continued
and opeidy maintained.

Whatever may be the eminence of individual

virtue—and I would not so far disparage human-
ity as to sup|)Ose that the offences which may be
general where Slavery exists are universal—it is

not reasonable or logical to infer that the masses
of Slave-masters are better than the Law of Sla-

very. And since the Law itself degrades the
slave to be a chattel, and submits him to their

irresponsible control, with power to bind and to

scourge; to usurp the fruits of another's labor;

to pollute the body; and to outrage all ties of
family, making marriage impossible—we must
conclude that such enormities are sanctioned by
Slave-masters, while the exclusion of testimony,

and prohibition of instruction—by supplementary
law-—complete the evidence of their complicity.

And this conclusion must stand unquestioned just

so long as the Law of Slavery exists unrepealed.

Cease, then, to blazon the humanity of Slave-

masters. Tell me not of the lenity with which
this cruel Code is tempered to its unhappy sub-
jects. Tell me not of the sympathy which over-

flows from the mansion of the master to the cab-

in of the slave. In vain you assert such " hap-

py accidents." In vain you show that there are

individuals who do not exert the wickedness of

the law. The Barbarism still endures, solemnly,

legislatively, judicially attested in the very Slave
Code, and proclaims constantly the character of

its authors. And this is the first article in the
evidence against Slave-masters.

(2.) I am next brought to Slave-masters in
their relations with Slaves ; and here the argu-

ment is founded upon facts, and upon presump-
tions irresistible as facts. Only lately has inquiry

burst into that gloomy world of bondage, and
disclosed its secrets. But enough is already

known to arouse the indignant condemnation of

mankind. For instance, here is a simple adver-

tisement—one of thousands—from the Georgia
Messenger

:

" EiTN Away—My man Fountain : has holes in his ears,

a scar on the right side of his forehead ; has been shot in

the hind parts of his legs ; is marked on his back with the

whip. Apply to Kobert Beasley, Macon, Ga."

Holes in the ears ; scar on the forehead ; shot

in the legs, and marks of the lash on the back

!

Such are the tokens by which a Slave-master
proposes to identify his slave.

And here is another advertisement, revealing

Slave-masters in a different light. It is from the

National Intelligencer, published at the Capital

;

and I confess the pain with which I cite such an
indecency in a journal of such respectability.

—

Of course, it appeared without the knowledge of

the editors ; but it is none the less an illustrative

example

:

"Fop. Sale.—An accomplished and handsome lady'3

maid. She is just sixteen years of age; was raised in a
genteel family in Maryland ; and is now proposed to be
sold, not for any fault, but simply because the owner has
no further use f'or her. A note directed to C. D., Gadsby's
Hotel, will receive prompt attention."

A sated libertine, in a land where vice is legal-

ized, could not expose his victim with apter

words.
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These two instances will illustrate a class.

In the recent work of Mr. Olrastead, a close

observer and traveler in the Slave Stales which
abounds in pictures of Slavery, expiessed with

caution, and evident regard to truth, will be

found still another, where a Slave-master tlius

frankly confesses his experience :

" I can tell jou how you can break a nigger of running
away certain " said the Slave master "Tliere was an old

fellow I used to know in Geor. ia, thai always cured his so.

If a nigger ran away, when he caught him, he would
bind his knee over a log, and fasten him s-o he couldn't
stir; then he'd take a pair of pincers, and pull one of his

toenails out by the roots; and tell him that if he ever run
away again, he would pull out two of them ; and if he run
away again after that, he to d him he'd pull out four of

them, and so on doubling each time. lie never had to do
it more than twice ; it always cured them."

—

Olmstead's
Texan Juurney, 105.

Like this story, which is froin the lips of a
Slave-master, is another, where the master, ansry
because his slave had sought to regain liis God-
given liberty, deliberately cut the tendons of his

heel, thus horribly maiming him for life I

It is in vain that these instances are denied.

Their accumulating number, authenticated in

every possible manner, by the press, by a cloud
of witnesses, and by the confession of Slave-

luasters, stares us constantly in the face.

And here we are brought again to the slave

code, under the shelter of which these and woi se

things may be done, with complete in)j)unity.

Listen to the remarkable words of Chief Justice
Buffiii, of North Carolina, who, in a solemn deci-

sion, thus portra\s, affirms, and deplores, this

terrible latitude:

" The obedience of the slave," he says, " is the conse-
quence only or uncontroHcd uuthorily over the l/ody. *

* * Tim power of the master must be absolute to render
the submission of the slave perfect I must freely confess
my sense of the harshness of this proposition. I feel it as
deeply as any man can. And, as a principle of moral
right, every person in his retirement must repudiate it.

But, in the actual condition of things, it must be so. There
is no remedy. This disciplin belongs to the state of &' la-

very. It is inherent in the relation of master and slave."— The State v. Mann, 2 Devneaui R., 292.

And this same terrible latitude has been thus
expounded in a recent judicial decision of Vir-
ginia :

" It is the policy of the law, in respect to the relation of
master and slave, and for the sake of securing proper sub-
ordination and obedience on the part of the slave, to pro-
tect the ?nasler from prosecution, even if the irhipping-
and punishment he malicious, cruel, and excessive."^
Santher v. Cwell, 7 Grattan, 673.

Can Barbarism further go ? Here is au irre-

sponsible power, rendered more irrespionsible

still by the seclusion of the plantation, and ab-
solutely fortified by the supplementary law ex-
cluding the testimony of slaves. That under its

shelter enormities should occur, stranger than
fiction, too terrible for imagination, and surpass-
ing any individual experience, is simply accord-
ing to the course of nature and the course of
history. The visitation of the abbeys in Eno--
laud disclosed vice and disorder in startling

forms, cloaked by the irresponsible privacy of
monastic life. A similar vi.-iitation of plantations
would disclose more fearful results, cloaked by
the irresponsible privacy of Slavery. Every
Slave-master on his plantation is a Bashaw, with
all the prerogatives of a Turk. According to
Hobbes, he is " a petty king." This is true

; and
every plantation is of itself a petty kingdom,
with more than the immunities of au abbey. Six
thousand skulls of infants are said to have been

taken from a single fi.sh-pond near a nunnery, to

the dismay of Pope Gregory. Under the law of

Slavery, infants, the oflspring of masters "who
dri'am of Freedom in a slave's embrace," are not
thrown into a fish-pond, but soraethint; worse is

done. They are sold. But this is only a single

glimp.se. Slavery, in its recesses, is another Bas-
tile, whose horrors will never be known until it

all is razed to the ground ; it is the Dismal Castle

of Giant Despair, which, when captured by the
pilgrims, excited their wonder, as they saw '• the
dead bodies that lay here and there in the castle-

yard, and how full of dead men's bones the dun-
geon was." The recorded horrors of Slavery
seem to be infinite, and each day, by the escape
of its victims, they are still further attested,

while the door of the vast prison-hotise is left

ajar. But, alas ! irnless the examples of history

and the lessons of political wisdom are alike de-
lusive,its unrecorded horrors must assume a form
of yet more fearful dimensions, as we try to con-
tempilate thenr. Batfling all attempts at descrip-
tion, they sink into that chapter of Sir Thomas
Brow"ne, entitled. Of some Relations whose Truth
we fear ; and among kindred things whereof,
according to this eloquent philosopher, there re-

mains no register but that of hell.

If this picture of the relations of Slave-mas-
ters with their slaves could receive any further
darkness, it would be by introducing the figures

of the congenial agents through which the Barba-
rism is maintained ; the Slave-overseer, the Slave-
breeder, and the Slave-hunter, each without a peer
except in his brother, and the whole constituting

the triumvirate of Slavery, in whom its essential

brutality, vulgarity, and grossuess, are all em-
bodied. There is the Slave-overseer, with his
bloody lat^h, fitly described in his Life of Patrick
Henry by Mr. Wirt, who, born in Virginia, knew
the class, as " last and lowest, most abject, degra-
ded, unprincipled," and his hands wield at will

the irresponsible power. There is the Slave-
breeder, who assumes a higher character, and
even enters legislative halls, where, in uncon-
scious insensibility, he shocks civilization by
denying, like Mr, Gholson, of Virginia, any
alleged distinction between the " female slave"
and " the brood mare," by openly asserting the
necessary respite from work during the gesta-

tion of the female slave as the ground of prop-
erty in her oflspring, and by proclaiming that in

this " vigintial" crop of human flesh consists

much of the wealth of his State ; while another
Virginian, not yet hardened to this debasing
trade, whose annual sacrifice reaches 25,000 hu-
man souis, confesses the indignation and shame
with which he beholds his State " converted into

one grand menagerie, where men are reared for

the market, like oxen for the shambles," And
lastly there is the Slave-hunter, with the blood-
hound as his brutal symbol, who pursues slaves,

as the hunter pursues game, and does not hesi-

tate in the public prints to advertise his Barbarism
thus

:

" BLOOD-nOUNDS.—I have TWO of the FINEST
DOGS for CATCHING NEGROKS in the Southwest.
They can take the trail TWELVE IIOL'RS after the NE-
GKO HAS PASSED, and catch him with ease. I live
four miles southwest of Bolivar, on the road leading from
Buliviir to Whitesville. I :im ready at all times to catch
runaway negroes. DAVID TURNEK,
" March 2, 1S53."

—

West Tennessee Democrat.

The blood-hound was known in early Scottish
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history ; it was once vindictively put upon the

trail of Robert Bruce, and in barbarous days, by
a cruel license of war, it was directed against the

marauders of the Scottish border ; but more than

a century has passed since the last survivor of

the race, kept as a curiosity, was fed on meal in

Ettrick Forest.* Tlie blood-hound was em-
ployed by Spain, against tlie natives of this con-

tinent, and the eloquence of Chatham never

touched a truer chord than when, gathering force

from the condemnation of this brutality, he

poured liis thunder upon the kindred brutality

of the scalping-knife, adopted as an instrument

of war by a nation professhig civilization. Tar-

dily introduced into our Republic, some time

after the Missouri Compromise, when Slavery

became a political passion and Slave-masters

began to throw aside all disguise, the blood-hound
has become the representative of our Barbarism

in one of its worst forms, when engaged in the

pursuit of a fellow-man who is asserting his

inborn title to himself ; and this brute is, indeed,

typical of the whole brutal leash of Slave-lumt-

ers, who, whether at home on Slave-soil, under

the name of Slave-catchers, and kidnappers, or

at a distance, under politer names, insult Human
Nature by the enforcement of this Barbarism.

(3.) From this dreary picture of Slave-masters

with their slaves and their triumvirate of vulgar

instruments, I pass to another more dreary still,

and more completely exposing the influence of

Slavery ; I mean the relations of Slave-masters

with each other, also u-ith Society and Govern-

ment, or, in other words, the Character of Slave-

masters, an displayed in the general relations of

life. And here I need your indulgence. Not in

triumph or in taunt do I approach this branch

of tlie subject. Yielding only to the irresistible

exigency of the discussion and in direct response

to the assumptions on this floor, esj)ecially by

the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] 1 shall

proceed. If I touch Slavery to tlie quick, and
enable Slave-masters to see theniselvts as others

see them, I shall do nothing beyond the strictest

line of duty in this debate.

One of the choicest passages of the master

Italian poet, Dante, is where a scene of transcen-

dent virtue is described as sculptured in " visible

speech" on the long gallery which led to the

Heavenly Gate. The poet felt the inspiration of

the scene, and placed it on the wayside, where it

could charm and encourage. This was natural.

Nobody can look upon virtue and justice, if it

i)e only in images and pictures, withunt IVding a

kindred sentiment. Noliody can be siu unaided

by vice and wrong, by violence and brutality, if

it be only in imaoes and pictures, without com-
ing under their degrading influence. Kobody
can live with the one without advantage ; nobody
can live with the other without loss. Who could

pass his life in the secret chamber where are

gathered the impure relics of Pompeii, without

becoming indilferent to loathsome things ? But
if these loathsome things are not merely sculp-

tured and painted—if they exist in living reality

-—if they enact their hideous capers in life, as in

the criminal pretensions of Slavery—while the

lash plays and the blood spirts—while women
are whipped and children are sold—while mar-

* Scott's Lay of the Last M\nsti-e\.—Notes, Canto V.

riage is polluted and annulled—while the paren-
tal tie is rudely torn—while honest gains are

filched or robbed— while the soul itself is shut
down in all the darkness of ignorance, and while
God himself is defied in the pretension that man
can have proi:)ertyin his fellow-man ; if all these

things are present, not merely in images and pic-

tures, but in reality, their influence on character

must be incalculable.

It is according to irresistible law that men are

fashioned by what is about them, whether cli-

mate, scenery, life, or institutions. Like pro-
duces like, and this ancient proverb is verified

always. Look at the miner, delving low down in

darkness, and the mountaineer, ranging on airy

heights, and you will see a contrast in character,

and even in personal form. The difference be-

tween a coward and a hero may be traced in the

atmosphere which each has breathed ; and how
much more in the institutions under which each
has been reared. If institutions generous and
just ripen souls also generous and just, then
other institutions must exhibit their influence

also. Violence, brutality, injustice, barbai'ism,

must be reproduced in the lives of all who live

within their fatal sphere. The meat that is eateu

by man enters into and becomes a part of his

body ; the madder which is eaten by a dog clian-

ges his bones to red; and the Slavery on which
men live, in all its fivefold foulness, must become
a part of themselves, discoloring their very souls,

blotting their characters, and breaking forth in

moral leprosy. This language is strong ; but the

evidence is even stronger. Some there may be

of happy natures—like Jionorable Senators— wJio

can thus feed and not be harmed. Mithridates

fed on poison, and lived ; and it may be that

there is a moral Mithridates, who can swallow
without bane the poison of Slavery.

Instead of "ennobling" the master, nothing

can be clearer than that the slave drags his mas-
ter down, and this process begins in childhood,

and is continued tlirough life. Living much in

association with his slave, the master finds noth-

ing to remind him of his own deficiencies, to

prompt his ambition or excite his shame. With-
out these provocations to virtue, and without an
elevating example, he naturally shares the Bar-

barism of the society which he keeps. Thus the

very inferiority which the Slave-master attributes

to the African race explains the melancholy con-

dition of the communities in which his degrada-

tion is declared by law.

A single false principle or vicious thought may
degrade a character otherwise blameless ;

and
this is practically true of the Slave-master. Ac-

customed to regard men as property, his sensi-

bilities are blunted and his moral sense is ob-

scured. He consents to acts from which Civili-

zation recoils. The early Church sold its prop-

erty, and even its sacred vessels, for the redemp-

tion of captives. This was done on a remarkable

occasion by St. Ambrose, and successive canons

confirmed the example. But in the Slave States

this is all reversed. Slaves there are often sold

as thw property of the Cliurch, and an instance

is related of a slave sold in South Carolina in

order to buy plate for the communion table.

Who can calculate the effect of sucli an example ?

Surrounded by pernicious influences of all

kinds, both positive and negative, the first mak-
ing him do that which he ought not to do, and
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the second making him leave undone that which
lie ought to have done— tlirough childhood,

youth, and manhood, even unto age—unable

while at home to escape these influences, over-

shadowed constantly by the portentous Barba-

rism about liim.the Slave-master naturally adopts

the bludgeon, the revolver, and the bowie-knit'e.

Through these he governs his plantation, and
secretly armed with these he enters the world.

These are liis congenial companions. To wear
these is his pride ; to use them becomes a i^iaa-

sion, almost a necessity. Nothing contributes to

violence so much as the wearing of the instru-

ments of violence, thus having them always at

hand to obey the lawless instincts of the indi-

vidual. A barbarous standard is established ; a

duel is not dishonorable ; a contest peculiar to

our Slave-masters, known as a " street-light," is

not shameful ; and modern imitators of Cain
have a mark set upon them, not for reproach and
condemnation, but for compliment and approval.

I wish to keep within bounds ; but unanswerable
facts, accumulating in tearful quantities, attest

that the social system, so much vaunted by hon-
orable Senators, and which we are now asked to

sanction and to extend, takes its character from
this spirit, and with professions of Christianity

on the lips, becomes Cain-like. And this is ag-

gravated by the prevailing ignorance in the Slave

States, where one in twelve of the adult wlute
population is unable to read and write.

"The boldest they who least partake the light,

As game-cocks in the dark are trained U> tight."

Of course there are exceptions, which we all

gladly recognize, but it is this spirit which pre-

dominates and gives the social law. And here

mark an important difference. Elsewhere vio-

lence shows itself in sjjitc of law, whether social

or statute ; in the Slave States it is because of

law both social and statute. Elsewhere it is pur-

sued and condemned ; in the Slave States it is

adopted and honored. Elsewhere it is hunted as

a crime ; in the Slave States it takes its place

among the honorable graces of society.

Let not these harsh statements stand on my
authority. Listen to the testimony of two Gov-
ernors of Slave States in their messages to the

Legislatures :

" We long to see the day," said the Governor of Ken-
tucky in ISyT, '-when the liw will assert its majesty, and
stO|) the wanton des ruction of life which almost daiiy
occurs within the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth. Men
slaughter each other with ulinust perfect impunity. A
species of common law has grown up iii ICcntucky, w"hich,
were it written down, would, in all civilized countries,
cause it to be rechristeued, in derision, the land of IjloudV

Such was the official confession of a Slave-
master Governor of Kentucky. And here is the
official confession made the same year by the
Slave-master Governor of Alabama:
" We hear of homicides in different parts of the State

continually, and yet have few convictions, and still fewer
executions! Why do we hear of slaljhntgs and ^houtijigs
almost daily in some part or other of our State V"

A land of blood ! Stalibings and shootings al-

most daily ! Such is the oiticial language. It

was natural that contemporary newspapers should
repeat what thus found utterance in high places.

Here is a confession by a uewspajjer in Missis-

sippi :

'• The moral atmosphere in our State appears to be in a
deleterious and sanguinary condiliun. Almost every ex-
change paper which reaches us contains some inhuman
and levulling case of murder or death bv violence.''—
Grand Gulf Advertiser, 21th June, 1837.

Here is another confession by a newspaper in

New Orleans

:

" In view of the crimes which are daily committed, we
are led to inquire whether it is owing to the inerticiency

of our laws, or to the manner in which these laws are ad-
ministered, that thisfrig/ilfut deluge of human bloodflows
through our streets and our places ofpublic resort.'—New
Orleans Bee, 23d May, 1838.

And here is testimony of a different character :

" No one who has not been a7i integral part of a slave-
holding community can have any idea of its abominations.
It is a whited sepulchre, full of dead men's bones and all

uncleanness."

These are the words of a Southern lady, the

daughter of the accomplished Judge Grimko of

South Carolina.

A catalogue of affrays between politicians,

commonly known as " street lights"—I use the

phrase which comes ftom the land of Slavery

—

would show that these authorities were not mis-
taken. That famous Dutch picture, admired par-

ticularly by a successful engraving, and called the

Kntfe-Jight, presents a scene less revolting than
one of these. Two or more men, armed to the

teeth, meet in the streets, at a court-house or a
tavern, shoot at each other with revolvers, then
gash each other with knives, close, and roll upon
the ground, covered with dirt and blood, strug-

gling and stabbing till death, prostration, or sur-

render, puts an end to the conflict. Each instance

tells a shameful story, and cries oixt against the

social system which can tolerate such Barbarism.

A catalogue of duels in our country would testify

again to the reckless disregard of life where
Slavery exists, and would exhibit Violence
flaunting in the garb of Hoiior, and prating of a

barbarous code disowned equally by reason and
religion. But you have already supped too full

of horrors, and I hasten on.

Pardon me if I stop for one moment to exhibit

and denounce the Duel. I do it only because it

belongs to the brood of Slavery. An enlightened

Civilization has long ago rejected this relic of

Barbarism, and never has one part of the argu-

ment against it been put more sententiously than
by Franklin :

" A duel decides nothing," said

this patriot philosopher, "and the person ap-

l»ealing to it makes himself judge in his own
cause, condemns the ofleiider without a jury and
undertakes himself to be the executioner." To
these emphatic words I would add two brief pro-

positions, which, if practically adopted, make
the Duel impossible—first, that the acknowledg-
ment of wrong with apology or explanation can
never be otherwise than honorable ; and secondly,

that, in the absence of all such acknowledg-
ment, no wrong can ever be repaired by a gladi-

atorial contest, where brute force, or skill, or

chance, must decide the day. Iron and adamant
are not stronger than these arguments ; nor can
any one attempt an answer without exposing his

fi3ebleness. And yet Slave-masters, disregarding

its irrational character—insensible to its folly

—

heedh^ss of its impiety—and unconscious of its

Barbarism, oi:jeii!y adopt the Duel as a regulator

of manners and conduct. Two voices from South
Carolina have been raised against it, and I men-
tion theiu with gladness as testimony even in

that land of Slavery. The first was Charles

Cotesworth Pinckney, who in the early days of

the Republic openly declared his " abhorrence of

the practice," and invoked the clergy of his

State " as a particular favor at some convenient

early day to preach a sermon on the sin and folly



16

of duelling." The other was Mr. Rliett, who on
til is tioor openly declared as his reasons for de-

clining tlie Duel, " that he feared God more than

man." Generous words, for which many errors can

he pardoned. But these voices condemn the social

system of which the Duel is a natural producf.

Looking now at the broad surface of society

where Slavery exists, we shall lind its spirit

actively manifest in the suppression of all free-

dom of speech or of the pre.ss, especially with re-

gard to this wrong. Nobody in the Slave States

can speak or print against Slavery, excepit at

the peril of life or liberty. St. Paul could call

upon the people of Athens to give up the wor-
ship of unknown gods ; he could live in his own
hired house at Rome, and preach Christianity in

thi^ Heathen metropolis ; but no man can be
heard against Slavery in Charleston or Mobile.

We condemn the Inquisition, which subjects all

within its influence to censorship and secret

judgment ; but this tyranny is repeated in Ame-
rican Slave-masters. Truths as simple as the

great discovery of Galileo are openly denied, and
all who declare them are driven to recant. We
condemn the Index Expurgatorius of the Roman
Church ; but American Slave-masters have an
Index on which are inscribed all the generous
books of the age. There is one book, the Mar-
vel of recent literature, Uncle Tom's Cabin,
which has been thus treated both by the Church
and by the Slave-masters, so that it is honored
by the same suppresiou at the Vatican and at

Charleston.

Not to dwell on these instances, there is one
which has a most instructive ridiculousness. A
religious discourse of the late Dr. Channing on
West India Emancipation—the last eltbrt of his

beautiful career—was oflered for sale by a book
agent at Charleston. A prosecution by the South
Carolina Association ensued, and the agent was
held to bail in the sum of one thousand dollars.

Shortly afterwards, the same agent received for

sale a work by Dickens, freshly published,
" American Notes ;" but, determined not to ex-
pose himself again to the tyrannical Inquisition,

he gave notice through the newspapers that the

book " would be submitted to highly intelligent

members of the South Carolina Association for

inspection, and if the sale is approved by them,
it will be for sale—if not, not."

Listen also to another recent instance, as re-

counted in the Montgomery Mail , a newspaper
of Alabama

:

" Last Saturday wo devoted to the flames a large num-
ber of copies of Spurgeon's Sermons, and the pile wiis

graced at the top with a copy of "Graves's Great Iron
Wheel," which a Baptist friend presented for the purpose.
We trust that the worlis of the greasy cooicney vociferator
may receive the same treatment throughout the South.
And if the Pharisaical author should ever show himself in
these parts, we trust thata stout cord may speedily find its

way around his eloquent throat. lie has proved himself
a dirty low-bred slanderer, and ought to be treated accord-
ingly."

And very recently we have read in the jour-

nals, that the trustees of a College in Alabama
have resolved that Dr. Wyland's admirable work
on Moral Science " contains abolition doctrine of

the deepest dye ;" and they proceeded to de-
nounce " the said book, and forbid its further
use in the Institute."

The speeches of Wilberforce in the British

Parliament, and especially those magnificent efforts

of Brougham, where he exposed "the wild and
guilty fantasy that man can hold property in

man," were insanely denounced by the British
planters in the West Indies ; but our Slave-
masters go further. Speeches delivered in the
Senate have been stopped at the Post-office

;

booksellers who had received them have been
mobbed, and on at least one occasion the speeches
have been solemnly proceeded against by a
Grand Jury.

All this is natural, for tyranny is condemned
to be consequent with itself. Proclaim Slavery
to be a permanent institution, instead of a tempo-
rary Barbarism, soon to pass away, and then, by
the unhesitating logic of self-preservation, all

thinos must yield to its support. The safety of
Slavery becomes the supreme law. And since

Slavery is endangered by liberty in any form,
therefore all liberty must be restrained. Such is

the philosophy of this seeming paradox in a
Republic. And our Slave-masters show them-
selves apt in this work. Violence and brutality

are their ready instruments, quickened always
by the wakefulness of suspicion, and perhaps
often by the restlessness of uneasy conscience.

Everywhere in the States the Lion's Mouth of

Venice, where citizens were anonymously de-
nounced, is open ; nor are the gloomy prisons
and the Bridge of Sighs wanting.

This spirit has recently shown itself with such,

intensity and activity as to constitute what has
been properly termed a reign of terror. North-
ern men, unless they happen to be delegates to a
Democratic Convention, are exposed in their

travels, whether of business or health, to the

operation of this system. They are watched and
dogged, as if in a land of Despotism ; they are

treated with the meanness of a disgusting tyranny,
and live in peril always of personal indignity,

and often of life and limb. Complaint hag
sometimes been made of the wrongs to Ame-
rican citizens in Mexico ; but during the last

year, more outrages on American citizens have
been perpetrated in the Slave States than in

Mexico. Here, again, I have no time for de-

tails, which have been already presented in other

quarters. But the instances are from all condi-

tions of life. In Missouri, a Metliodist clergy-

man, suspected of being an Abolitionist, was
taken to prison, amidst threat of tar and feathers.

In Arkansas, a schoolmaster was driven from
the State. In Kentucky, a plain citizen from
Indiana, on a visit to his friends, was threatened

with death by the rope. In Alabama, a simple

person from Connecticut, peddling books, was
thrust into prison amidst cries of " Shoot him 1

hang him! " In Virginia, a Shaker, from New-
York, peddling garden seeds, was forcibly ex-

pelled from the State. In Georgia, a merchant's

clerk. Irishman by birth, who simply asked the

settlement of a just debt, was cast into prison,

robbed of his pocket-book, containing nearly

$100, and barely escaped with his life. In South
Carolina, a stone-cutter. Irishman by birth, was
stripped naked and then amidst cries of " Brand
him !

" " Burn him 1
" " Spike him to death !

"

scourged so that blood came at every stroke,

while tar was poured upon his lacerated flesh

These atrocities, calculated, according to the

words of a poet of subtle beauty, to *' make a

holiday in hell," were all ordained, by Vigilance

Committees, or by that busiest magistrate, Judge
Lynch, inspired by the demon of Slaverj.

" He let him loose, and cried, Halloo !

How shall we yield him honor due ? " >
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In perfect sliamelessness, and as if to blazon

this fiendish spirit, we liave had, this winter, in

a leading newspaper of Virginia, an article pro-

posing to give twenty-five dollars each for tlie

heads of citizens, mostly members of Congress,

known to be against Slavery, and $50,000 for the

head of William H. Seward. And in still

another paper of Virginia, we find a proposition

to raise $10,000 to be given for the kidnapping

and delivery of a venerable citizen, Joshua R.

Giddings, at Richmond, "or $o,000 for the pro-

duction of his head." These are fresh instances,

but they are not alone. At a meeting of Slave-

masters in Georgia, in 1835, the Govenor was

i-ecommended to issue a proclamation, ottering

$5,000 as a reward for the apprehension of either

of ten persons named in the resolution, citizens

of New York and Massachusetts, and one a sub-

iect of Great Britain—not one of whom it was
pretended had ever set foot on the soil of Geor-

gia. The Milledgeville Federal Union, a news-

paper of Georgia, in 1836, contained an offer of

§10,000 for kidnapping a clergyman residing in

the city of New York. A Committee of Vigi-

lance of Louisiana, in 1835, ottered in the

Louisiana Journal $50,000 to any person who
would deliver in their hands Arthur Tappan, a

merchant of New York ; and during the same
year, a public meeting in Alabama, with a person

entitled " Honorable " in the chair, ottered a

similar reward of $50,000 for the apprehension

of the same Arthur Tappan, and of La Roy
Sunderland, a clergyman of the Methodist

church at New York.

These manifeistations are not without proto-

type in the history of the An ti- Slavery cause in

other countries. From the beginning. Slave-

masters have encountered argument by brutality

And violence. If we go back to the earliest of

Abolitionists, the wonderful Portuguese preacher,

Vieyra, we shall find that his matchless elo-

quence and unquestioned piety did not save him
from indignity. After a sermon exposing Sla-

very in Brazil, he was seized and imprisoned,

while one of the principal Slave-masters asked

Ldm, in mockery, where were all his learning

and all his genius now, if they could not deliver

him in this extremity ? He was of the Catholic

church. But the spirit of Slavery is the same in

all churches. A renowned Quaker minister of the

last century, Thomas Chalkley, while on a visit at

Barbados, having simply recommended charity

to the slaves, without presuming to breathe a

word against Slavery itself, was first met by dis-

turbance in the meeting, and afterwards, on the

highway, and in open day, was fired at by one
of the exasperated planters, with ''a fowling-

piece loaded with small shot, ten of which made
marks, and several drew blood." Even in Eng-
land, while the slave trade was under discussion,

the same spirit appeared. Wilberforcc, who rep-

resented the cause of Abolition in Parliament,

was threatened with personal violence ; Clarksou,
who represented the same cause before the peo-
ple, was assaulted by the infuriate Slave-traders,

and narrowly escaped being hustled into the
dock; and Roscoe, the accomplished historian,

on his return to Liverpool from his seat in

Parliament, where he had signalized himself as

an opponent of the slave trade, was met at the

entrance of the town by a savage mob, composed
of peraons interested in this traffic, armed with

kriives and bludgeons, the distinctive arguments
and companions of Pro-Slavery partisans.

And even in the Free States, the partisans of

Slavery have from tlie beginning acted under the

insi^iration of violence. The demon" of Slavery

has entered into them, and under its infiuence

they have behaved like Slave-masters. Public

meetings for the discussion of Slavery have been
interrupted

;
public halls dedicated to its dis-

cussion have been destroyed or burned to the

ground. In all our populous cities the great

rights of speech and of the press have been
assailed precisely as in the Slave States. In Boston

Garrison, pleading for the Slave, was dragged

through the streets with a halter about his neck,

and in Illinois Lovejoy, also pleading for the Slave,

was ferociously murdered. The fortner yet lives

to speak for himself, while the latter lives in his

eloquent brother, the Representative from Illi-

nois in the other House. Thus does Slavery show
its natural influence even at a distance.

Nor in the Slave States is this spirit confined

to the outbreaks of mere lawlessness. Too
strong for restraint, it finds no limitations except

in its own barbarous will. Tiie Government be-

comes its tool, and in official acts does its bidding.

Here again the instances are numerous. I might
dwell on the degradation of the Post Uffice, when
its oflicial head consented that, for the sake of

Slavery, the mails themselves should be rified.

I might dwell also oii the cruel persecution of

Free Persons of color who in the Slave States

generally, aud even here in the District of Colum-
bia, are not allowed to testify where a white man
is in qirestion, and who now in several States are

menaced by legislative act with the alternative

expulsion from their homes or of reduction to

Slavery. But I pass at once to two illustrative

transactions, which, as a son of Massachusetts, I

cannot forget.

1. The first relates to a citizen, of purest life

and perfect integrity, whose name is destined to

fill a conspicuous place in the history of Freedom,
William Lloyd Garrison. Born in Massachusetts,

bred to the same profession with Benjamin
Franklin, and like his great predecessor becom-
ing an editor, he saw with instinctive clearness

the wrong of Slavery, and at a period when the

ardors of the Missouri Question had given way
to indifl'erence throughout the North, he stepped

forward to denounce it, The jail at Baltimore,

where he then resided, was his earliest reward.

Afterwards, January 1st, 1831, he published tlie

first number of the Liberator, inscribing for lug

motto an utterance of Christian philanthropy,
'• My country is the world, my countrymen are

all mankind," and declaring in the face of sur-

rounding apathy, " I am in earnest, I will not

equivocate, I will not retreat a single inch, and I

will be heard," In this sublime spirit he com-
menced his labors for the Slave, proposing no
intervention by Congress in the States, and on
well considered principle avoiding all appeals to

the bondmen themselves. Such was his sinipio

and thoroughly constitutional position, when,
before the expiration of the first year, the Legis-

lature of Georgia, by solemn act, a copy of wliicli

I have now before me, " approved " by Wilson
Lumpkin, Governor, appropriated $5,000 " to ba

paid to any person wlio shall arrest, bring to

trial, and prosecute to conviction under the laws

of this State, the editor or publisher of a certain

paper called the Liberator, published at tlia
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towai of Boston and State of Massaclinsetts."

This infamous legislative act toucliing a person
absolutely beyond the jurisdiction of Georgia,

and in no way amenable to its laws, constituted

a plain bribe to the gangs of kidnappers engen-
dered by Slavery. With this barefaced defiance

of justice and decency Slave-masters inaugurat-
ed the system of violence by which they have
sought to crush every voice that has been raised

against Slavery.

2. Here is another illustration of a different

cliaracter. Fi-ee persons of color, citizens of

Massachusetts, and, according to the institutions

of this Commonwealth, entitled to equal privi-

leges with other citizens, being in service as

mariners, and toucliing at the port of Charleston,
in South Carolina, have been seized, and with
no allegation against them, except of entering

this port in the discharge of their rightful busi-

ness, have been cast into prison, and tliere

detained during the delay of the vessel. This is

by virtue of a statute of South Carolina, passed
in 1823, which further declares, that in the
failure of the captain to pay the expenses, these

freemen " shall be seized and taken as absolute

slaves," one moiety of the proceeds of their sale

to belong to the sheriff. Against all remon-
strance—against the official opinion of Mr. Wirt,
as Attorney General of the United States, declar-

ing it unconstitutional— against the solemn
judgment of Mr. Justice Johnson, of the

Supreme Court of the United States, himself a

Slave-master and citizen of South Carolina, also

pronouncing it unconstitutional—this statute,

Avhich is an obvious injury to Northern shi]>-

owners, as it is an outrage to the mariners whom
it seizes, has been upheld to this day by Soiith

(/arolina.

But this is not all. Massachusetts, in order to

obtain for her citizens that protection which was
denied, and especially to save them from the
dread penalty of being sold into Slavery, ap-
pointed a citizen of South Carolina to act as her
agent for this purpose, and to bring suits in the

Circuit Court of the United States in order to try

the constitutionality of this pretension. Owing
to the sensibility of the people in that State, this

agent declined to render this simple service.

Massachusetts next selected one of her own sons,

a venerable citizen, who had already served with
honor in the other House of Congress, and who
was of admitted eminence as a lawyer, the Hon.
Samuel Hoar, of Concord, to visit Char];'ston,

and to do what the agent first appointed had
shrunk from doing. This excellent gentleman,
beloved by all who knew him, gentle in manners
as he was firm in character, and with a counte-
iiance that was in itself a letter of recommenda-
tion, arrived at Charleston, accompanied only by
his dairghter. Straightway all South Carolina
was convulsed. According to a story in Boswell's
Johnson, all the inhabitants at St. Kilda, aremote
island of the Hebrides, on the approach of a

stranger, ' catch cold;" but in South Carolina it

is a fever that they "catch." The Governor at

tlie time, who was none other than one of her
present Senators, [Mr. Hammond,] made his

arrival the sirl>ject of a special message to the
Legislature, which I now liave before me; the
Legislature all '' caught " the fever, and swiftly

adopted resohitions calling upon " his Excel-
lency the Governor toe.xpel from its territory the
jaid agent, after due notice to depart," and

promising " to sustain tlie Executive authority
in any measures it may adopt for the purpose
aforesaid."

Meanwhile the fever raged in Charleston. The
agent of Massachusetts was first accosted in the
street by a person unknown to him, who, flourish-
ing a bludoeon in his hand—the bludgeon always
siiows itself where Slavery is in question—cri.-d

out, "you had better be traveling, and the
sooner the better for you, I can tell you ; if you
stay here until to-morrow morning, you will feel

something you will not like, I'm thinking." Nest
came threats of an attack during the following
night on the Hotel in which he was lodged

;

then a request from the landlord that he should
quit, in order to preserve the Hotel itself from
the imjiending danger of an infuriate mob ; then
a committee of Slave-masters, who politely pro-
posed to conduct him to the boat. Thus arrested

in his simple errand of good will, this venerable
public servant, whose appearance alone—like

that of the " grave and pious man " mentioned
by Virgil—would have softened any mob not in-

spired by Slavery, yielded to the ejectment pro-
posed—precisely as the prisoner yields to the
officers of the law—and left Charleston, wliile a
person in the crowd was heard to offer himself
as "the leader of a tar-and-feather gang to be
called into the service of the city on the occa-
sion." Nor is this all ! The Legislature a second
time "caught" the fever, and, yielding to itg

in^uence passed another statute, forbidding
under severe penalties any person within the State

from accepting a commission to befriend these

colored mariners, and under penalties severer

still extendiiig even to imprisonment for life, pro-
hibiting any person " on his behalf, or by virtue

of any authority rom any Slate," to come within
South Carolina for this purpose ; and then, to

complete its work, the Legislature took away the

writ of habeas corpus from all such mariners.

Such is a simple narrative founded on authen-
tic documents. I do not adduce it now for

criticism, but simply to enroll it in all its stages

—beginning with the earliest pretension of

South Carolina, continuing in violence, and end-
ing in yet other pretensions—among the special

instances where the Barbarism of Slavery stands

confessed even in official conduct. And yet this

transaction, which may well give to South Caro-
lina the character of a sliore " where shipwrecked
mariners dread to land," has openly vindicated

in all its details from beginning to end by both
the Senators from that State, while one of them,
[Mr. Hammond,] in the same breath, has borne
his testimony from personal knowledge to the

character of the public agent thus maltreated,

saying, " he was a pleasant, kind, old gentle-

man, and I had a sort of friendship for

him during the short time I sat near him in

Congress."
Thus, sir, whether we look at individuals or

at the community where Slavery exists, at law-
less outbreaks or at official conduct, Slave-masters

are always the same. Enough, you will say, has
been said. Yes ; enough to expose Slavery, but
not enough for Truth. The most instructive

and most grievous part still remains. It is the

exhibition of Slave-masters in Congressional

history. Of course, the representatives reflects the

character as well as the political opinions of the

constituents whose will it is his boast to obey.

It follows that the passions and habits of Slave-
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masters are naturally represented in Congress

—

chastened to a certain extent, perliaps by tlie

requirements of Parliamentary Law, but breaking

GUI in tVart'ul examples. And liere, again, fac.ts

shall .speak, as nothing else can.

In proceeding with this duty, to which, as

you will perceive, I am impelled by the positive

requirements of this debate, I crave the indul-

gence of the Senate, wliile, avoiding all allusions

to private life or private character, and toucliing

simply what is of record, and already "enrolled

in the Capitol," I present a few only of many
instances, which, especially during these latter

days, since Slavery has become paramount, have
taken tlieir place in our national history.

Here is an instance. On the 15th February,

1837. II. M. Whitney was arraigned before the

House of Representatives for cLntemjjt, in refusing

to attend, when required, before a Committee of

investigation into the administration of the K.x-

ecutive office. His excuse was, that he could not

attend witlnHit exposing himself thereby to out-

rage and violence in the committee room; and
on examiui'.tion at the bar of the House, Mr.

Fairiieid, a member of the Committee, alterwards

a member of this body, and Governor of Maine,

testitied to llie actual facts. It ajjpeared that Mr.

Peyton, a Slave-master from Teiniessee, and a

member of the Committee, regarding a certain

answer in writing by Mr. Whitney to an interro-

gatory propounded by him as oli'ensive, broke
out in these words: '' Mr. Chairman, I wish you
to inform the witness, that he is not to insult me
in his answers; if he does, (iod damn him! I

will take his life on the spot !
" The witne.ss,

rising, claimed the protection of the Conmuttee
;

on which Mr. Peyton ex'claimed ;
' (iod danni

you, you shan't s|;eak ; you shan't say one word
while you are in this loom ; if you do, I will ]iut

you to death." Mr. Wise, another rilave-master

from Virginia, Chairman of the Committee, and
latterly (governor of Virginia, then intervened,

saying, " Yes, this damned in.solence is insuflera-

bie." Soon after, Mr. Peyton oliserving that the

witness was looking at him, ciied out, " Damn
him, his eyes are on me—(iod damn him, he is

looking at me—he shan't do it—damn him, he
shan't look at me."

These things, and much more disclosed by Mr.
Fairtield in reply to interrogatories in the House,
were confirmed by other witnesses, and Mr.
Wise himself in a speech made the admission
that he wa.s armed with deadly weapons, saying,
" I watched the motion of that right arm, [of

tlie witness] the elbow of wiiich could be seen
by me, and had it moved one inch, he had died
on the spot. That was my determination."

All this will be found iu the 13th volume of

the Congressional Debates, with the evidence in

detail, and the discussion thereupon.
Here is another instance of similar character,

which did not occur in a Committee-room but
during debate in the Senate Chamber. While
the Compromise nie;isures were under discussion
in 185U, on the 17lh of April, 1850, Mr. Foote,

a Slave-master from Mississippi, in the course
of his remarks, commenced a personal allusion

to Mr. Benton. This was aggravated by the cir-

cumstance that only a few days previously he
had made this distinguished gentleman the mark
for most bitter and vindictive personalities.

Mr. Benton rose at once from his seat, and, with
au angry countenance, but without weapons of

any kind in his hand, or as it appeared aftw-
ward Ijefore the Committee, on his person,
advanced iu the direction of Mr. Foote, when
the latter gliding backwards, drew from his

pocket a five-chambered revolver, full loaded,
which he cocked. Meanwhile Mr. Benton, at the

suggestion of friends, was already returning to

his seat, when he perceived the piistol. Excited
greatly by this deadly menace, he exclaimed, 'I
am not armed. I have no pistols. I di:id:uii to

carry arms. I have no pistols. Stand out of

the way. and let the assassin fire.'" Mr. F'oote

remained standing in the position lie had taken,

with his pistol in his hand, cocked. ' Soon
after," says tlie report of the Committee appoint-
ed to investigate this occurrence, " both Senators
resumed their seats, and (U'der was restored."

All this will be found at length in the 21st

volume of the Congressional Globe.

Another instance, which belongs to the same
class, is given by the Hon. William Jay, a writer

of singular accuracy, and of the tniest jirinciple,

who has done much to illustrate the history of

our country. It is this : Mr. Dawson, a Slave-

master from Louisiana, and a member of the

House of Representatives, went up to another
member on the lioor of the House, and addressed
to him these words :

" If you attempt to

speak or rise from your seat, sir, by G—d, I'll

cut your thro;>t."

The duel, which at home in the Slave States is

'• twin " with the " street fight," is also " twin "

with these instances. It is constantly adopted or

attempted by Siave-masters in Congress. But I

shall not enter upon this catalogue. I content

myself with showing the openness with which
in debate it has been menaced, and without any
call to order.

Mr. Foote, the same Slave-master already

mentioned, in debate in the Senate, 26th of

March, 1850, thus sought to provoke Mr. Benton.
I take his words from the Congressional Globe,

vol. 21, p. 603 :

'"There are instances in the history of the Senator which
luighl well relieve u niun of honor Irom the obliga;ion to

recognise him as a fitting anUigoiiist; ycl it i.~ notwith-
stanijiug true, that, if the senator Ironi Missouri will deiga
to uoknowleilge b\miii\( rusjjunsible to the laws vf honor. he
shall have a very early oppportunity of proving his prowess
in contest v/itli one over whom 1 liold perfect control ; or

if he feels in the least degree aggrieved a; anything which
has fallen from nie. he shall, on demanding it, huce Jutl
redress accorded to him, acci>rding to ihesaid laws of honor.

I do not denounce him as a coward; such language is

unfitted for this audii nee; but if he wishes to patch up bis

reputation lor courage, now greatly on the wane, he will

certainly have an opportunitij of doing so ichenerer he
makes Ids desire k-notcn in the premises. At present-

he is shielded by his age, his open disavowal of the obli-

gatory laws of honor, and his Senatorial privili-ges."

With such bitter taunts and reiterated jirovo-

cations to the duel was Mr. Benton pursued ;

but there was no call to order, nor any action of

the Senate on this outrage.

Here is another instance. In debate in the

Senate on the 27th February, 1852, Mr. Clemens,
a Slave-master of Alabama, thus directly attack-

ed Mr. Rliett for undertaking to settle their

difierences by argument in the Senate rather

than by the duel. " No man," said he, '• with
the feeling of a man in his bosom, would have
sought redress here. He would have looked for

it elsewhere. He now comes here not to ask
redress iu the only way he shojald have sought
it."

There was no call to order.
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Here is still another. In tlie debate of the bill

for the improvement of Rivers and Harbors, 29th

July, 1854, (Congressional Globe, vol. 29, appen-

dix, page 1163,) ihe Senator from Louisiana, [Mr.

Benjamin,] wlio is still a member of tljis body,

ardent for Slavery, while professing to avoid per-

sonal altercation in the Senate, especially "with

a gentleman who professes the principle of non-

resistance, as he understood the Senator from
New York does," proceeded most earnestly to

repel an imagined imputation on him by Mr.

Seward, and wound up by saying : "If it came
from another quarter, it would not be upon this

floor thai I should aiisiver it."

And then, during the present session, the

Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] who
speaks so often for Slavery, in a cohoquy on this

floor with the Senator from Vermont, [Mr.

CoLLAMEK,] has maintained the Duel as a mode
of settling personal ditferences and vindicating

wliat is called personal honor ; as if personal

honor diti not depend absolutely upon what a

man dues, and not what is done to him. " A
gentleman," says the Senator, " has the right to

give an insult, if lie feels himself hound to

answer for it ;" and in reply to the Senator from

Vermont, he declared, that in case of insult,

taking another out and shooting him might be
" satisfaction."

I do not dwell on this instance, nor on any of

these instances, except to make a single com-
ment. These declarations have all been made in

open Senate without any check from the Chair.

Of course, they are clear violations of the first

principles of Parliamentary Law, and tend

directly to provoke a violation of the law of the

land. All duels are prohibited by solemn act

of Congress. (See Statutes at Large, vol. 5,

page 318, February 20, 1839.) In case of death,

the surviving parties are declared guilty of

felony, to be punished by hard labor in the

penitentiary ; and, even where nothing has

occurred beyond the challenge, all the parties to

it, whether givers or receivers, are declared guilty

of high crime and misdemeanor, also to be

punished by hard labor in the penitentiary. Of
course, every menace of a duel in Congress sets

this law at defiance. And yet the Senators, who
thus openly disregard a law sanctioned by
the Constitution and commended by morality,

presume to complain on this Hoor because other

Senators disregard the Fugitive Slave Bill, a

statute which, according; to the profound convic-

tions of large numbers, is as unconstitutional as

it is offensive to the moral sense. Let Senators

who are so clamorous for " the enforcement of

law," begin by enforcing the statute which de-

clares the Duel to be a felony. At least, let the

statute cease to be a dead letter in this Chamber.
But this is too much to expect while Slavery

prevails here, for the Duel is a part of that Sys-

tem of Violence which has its origin in Slafvery.

But it is when aroused by the Slave Question

in Congress that Slave-masters have most truly

shown themselves ; and here again I shall speak

only of what lias already passed into history.

Even in that earliest debate, in the First Congress

after the Constitution, on the memorial of Dr.

Franklin, simply called upon Congress *' to step

to the verge of its powers to discourage every

species of traffic in our fellow men," the Slave-

masters became angry, indulged in sneers at " the

men ill tiie gallery," being Quakers aud Aboli-

tionists, and, according to the faithful historian,

Hildreth. poured out " torrents of abuse, " while
one of them began the charge so often since di-

rected against all Anti Slavery men, by declaring '

his astonishment that Dr. Franklin had 'given
countenance to an application which called upon
Congress, in explicit terms, to break a solemn
compact to which he had himself been a piarty,"

when it was obvious that Dr. Franklin had done
no such thing. This great man was soon sum-
moned away by death, but not until he had fas-

tened upon this debate an undying condemna-
tion, by portraying, with his matchless pen, a
scene at the Divan at Algiers, where a corsair

Slave-dealer, insisting upon the enslavement of

White Christians, is made to repeat the Congres-
sional speech of an American Slave-master.

But these displays of Violence have naturally

increased with the intensity of the discussion.

Imijelled to be severe, but with little appreciation

of the finer forms of debate, they could not be
severe except by violating the rules of debate

;

not knowing that there is a serener power than
any found in personalities, and that all severity

which transcends the rules of debate, becomes
disgusting as the talk of Yahoos, and harms him
only who degrades himself to be its mouth-
piece. Of course, on such occasions, the cause

of Slavery, amidst all seeming triumphs, has

lost, and Truth has gained.

It was against John Quincy Adams that this

violence was first directed in full force. To a

character spotless as snow, and to universal

attainments as a scholar, this illustrious citizen

added experience in all the eminent posts of the

Republic, which he had filled with an ability and
integrity, now admitted even by his enemies, and
which impartial history cannot forget. Having
been President of the United States, he entered

the House of Representatives at the period when
the Slave Question in its revival first began to

occupy the public attention. In all the com-
pleteness of his nature, he became the represen-

tative of Human Freedom. The first struggle

occurred on the right of petition, which Slave-

masters, with characteristic tyranny, sought to

suppress. This was resisted by the venerable

patriot, and what he did was always done with

his whole heart. Then was poured upon him
&\>\\s<i as fro'm a cart. Slave-masters, "foaming
out their shame," became conspicuous, not less

for an avowal of sentiments at which Civilization

blushed, than for an effrontery of manner where
the accidental legislator was lost in the natural

overseer, and the lasli of the plantation resound-

ed in the voice.

In an address to his constituents, 17tli Sep-

tember, 1842, Mr. Adams thus frankly describes

the treatment he had experienced ;

" I never can take part in any debate upon an important
sulyect, be it only upon a mere abstraction, but a pack
opens upon rue of personal invective in return. Language
has no word of reproach and railing that is not hurled at

me."

And in the same speech he gives a glimpse of

Slave-masters

:

" Where the South cannot effect her object by brow-beat
ing, she wheedles."

On another occasion he said, with his accus-

tomed power

:

" Insult, bullying and threat, characterize the Slavehold-

ers in Congress ; talic, timidity, and submission, the Kepre-
aentatives from the Tree States."
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Nor were the Slave-masters contented witli the

violence of words. True to the instincts of Sla-

ver}', they threatened personal indignity of every

kind, and even assassination. And here South
Carolina naturally took the lead.

The Charleston Mercury, which always speaks

the true voice of Slavery, said in 1837 :

'•Public opinion in the South would now, wp arp sure,

justify an immediate resort to force by the Southern (\e\^-

gaWon, even on the floor of Congress, were they foriliwith

to seize and drag from the Hall any man wlio dared l<i in-

sult them, as that eccentric old showman, John Quiney
Adams, lias dared to do."

And at a public dinner at Walterhoroiigli, in

South Carolina, on the 4tli of July. 1812, the

following toast, afterwards preserved by Mr.

Adams in one of his speeches, was drunk with

unbounded api^lause

:

" May we never want a Democrat to trip up the heels of

a Federalist, or 8 hangman to prepare a halter for .J<ihn

Quiney Adams! [Nine cheers.)"

A Slave-master from South Carolina, Jlr.

Waddy Thompson, in debate in the House of

Representatives, threatened the venerable patriot

with tlie " penitentiary ;" and another Slave-

master, Mr. Marshall of Kentucky, insisted that

he should be '•silenced.'''' Ominous word! full

of suggestion to tlie bludgeon-bearers of Slavery.

But the great representative of Freedom stood

iirm. Meanwhile Slavery assumed more and
more the part of the giant Maul in the Pilgrim's

Progress, who continued with his club breaking
the skulls of pilgrims, until he was slain by Mr.

Grreat Heart, making way for the other pilu'rims,

Mr. Valiant for Truth, Mr. Standfast, and Mr.
Honest.

Next to John Quiney Adams, no person in

Congress lias been more conspicuous for lonor-

continued and patriotic services against Shivery,

than Joshua R. Giddings, of Ohio ; nor have any
such services received in liigher degree that

homage which is found in the personal and most>
vindictive assaults of Slave-masters. For nearly

twenty years he sat in the House of Representa-
tives, liearing his testimony always loftily, and
never shrinking, though exposed to the grossest

brutality. In a recent public address at New
York, he has himself recounted some of these
instances.

On the presentation by \\\m. of resolutions

affirming tliat Slavery was a local institution, and
could not exist outside of the Slave States, and
applying this principle to the case of the Creole,

the House ''caught" the South Carolina fever.

A proposition censuring him was introduced by
Slave-masters, and pressed to a vote under the
operation of the previous question without giving
him a moment for explanation, or reply. Tliia

glaring outrage upon freedom of debate, was re-

dressed at once by tiie constituency of Mr. Gid-
dings, who returned him again to his seat. From
that time the rage of the Slave-masters against
him was constant. Here is his own brief ac-
count

:

'• 1 will not speak of the time when Dawson, of Louisiana,
drew a bowie-knife for my as^assinatiou^ I was afterwards
speaking wiih regard to "a certain transaotion in which ne-
groes were concerned in Georgia, wlien .Mr. Black, of
Georgi;i, raising his bludgeon, and standing in front of my
seat, saiil to me, 'If you repeat that hm^uage again, I will
knock you down.' It was a solemn moment for me I had
never been knocked down, and having some curiosity upon
that subject. I repeated the language. Then Mr. Dawson,
of Louisiana, the same who had drawn the bowe-knife,
placed his hand in his pocket and said, with an oath which
I will not repeat that he would shoot me, at the same time
cocking ihe pistol, so that all around me could hear it

click."

Listening to these liorrors, ancient stories of
Barbari.sm seem all outdone ; and tlie ' viper-
broth," whicli was a favorite decoction in a bar-
barous age, seems to have become the daily
drink of American Slave-masters. The blas-
pheming madness of the witclies in Macbeth,
dancing round the cauldron, and dropping into
it -'sweltered venom sleeping got," and every
otlier '-charm of powerful li-ouble," was all

renewed. But Mr. Giddings. strong in the con-
sciousness of right, knew the dignity of his posi-

tion. He knew that it is honorable always to

serve the cause of Liberty, and that it is a privi-

lege to suffer for this cause. Reproach, con-
tumely, violence even unto death, are rewards,
not lumishments ; and clearly the indignities

which you offer can excite no shame except for

their authors.

Besides these eminent instances, others may
be mentioned, showing the personalities to wliich
Senators and representatives have been exposed,
when undertaking to speak for Freedom, And
truth compels me to add, that there is too much
evidence that these have been aggravated by the
circumstance that, where persons notoriously
rejected an appeal to the Duel, such insults could
be offered with impunity.

Here is an instance. In 1848, Mr. Hale, the
Senator from New Hampshire, who still contin-

ues an honor to this boiiy, introduced into the
Seriate a bill for the protection of property in the
District of Columbia, especially against mob-vio-
lence. In the course of tlie debate that ensued,
Mr. Foote, a Slave-master from Mississippi, thus
menaced him

:

" I invite the Senator to the State of Mississippi, and will
ti 11 him beforehan<l. in all honesty, (hat he could not go ten
miles into the interior before he would grace one of ihe
tallest trees of the forest with a njpe around his neck,
with the approbation of every \-irtnous and palriotie

citizen, and that, if necessary, / should myself assist in
the operation."

That this bloody threat may not seem to stand
alone, I add two others.

Mr. Hajimond, of South Carolina, now a Sen-
ator, is reported as saying in tlie House of Rep-
resentatives :

'- 1 warn the abolitionists, ignorant, infatuated barbari-
ans as they are, that if chance shall tiirow any of them into

our hands, ihey may o-xpect afeloii's dtalhV

And in 1841, Mr. Payne, a Slave-master from
Alabama, in the course of debate in the House
of Ri.^piesentatives, alluding to the Abolitionists,

among whom he insisted the Postmaster General

ought to be included, declared that

—

"He would put the br;md of Cain upon them—yes, the
mark of hell—and if they came to the South he would hang
tliem like dogs:"'

And these words were applied to men who
simply expressed the recorded sentiments of

Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin.

Even during the present session of Congress,

I find, in the Congressional Globe, tlie following

interruptions of Mr. Lovejoy, when speaking on
Slavei-y. I do not characterize them ; but simply
cite them

:

By Mr. Barksdale, of Mississippi

:

" Order that black-hearted scoundrel and nigger-stealing
thief to take his seat."

By Air. Boyce, of South Carolina, addressing
Mr. Lovejoy :

"Then behave yourself."

By Mr. Gartrell, of Georgia, (in his seat:)
" The man is crazy."
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By Mr. Barksdale, of Mississiijpi, again :

" No, sir, you stand there to-day an infamous, perjured

villain "

By Mr. Ashiioke. of South Carolina:

"Yes; he is a perjured villain, and he perjures himself

every Ijour he occupies a seat on this floor."

By Mr. Singleton, of Mi.ssissippi

:

" \w\ a negro-thief into the bargain."

By Mr. Barksdale, of Mississippi, again :

" I hope my colleague will hold no parley with that per-

jured negro-thief."

By Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi, again

:

" No. sir ; any gentleman shall have time, but not such a

mean, despicable wretch as that !

"

By Mr. Martin, of Virginia

:

" And if you come among us, we will do with you as we
did with .lohn Brown—hang you as high as Haman. I say

that as a Virginian."

But enough—enougii ; and I now turn from

this branch of the argument with a single re-

mark. Wliile exliibiting the Cliaracter of Slave-

masters, tliese numerous instances— and they

might he multiplied indefinitely—attest the wealc-

ness of tlieir c;uise. It requires no special talent

to estimate the insignificance of an argument that

can be supported only by violence. Tlie scholar

will not forget tlie story told by Lucian of tiie

colloquy between Jupiter and a simple country-

man. They talked with ease and freedom until

they differed, when the angry god at once men-
aced his honest opponent witli a thunder bolt.

"Ah, ah!" said the clown, with perfect compo-
sure, ' now, Jupiter, I know you are wrong. You
ai-e always wrong when you appeal to your
thunder." And permit me to say, that every

appeal, whether to the Duel, the bludgeon, or the

revolver—every menace of personal violence,

and every outrage of language, besides disclos-

ing a hideous Barbarism, also discloses the

fe^-ered nervousness of a cause already humbled
in debate.

(4.) Much as has been said to exhibit the

Character of Slave-masters, the work would be

incomplete if I failed to point out that uncon-

sciousness of the fatal influence of Slavery, which
completes the evidence of the Barbarism under
which they live. Nor am I at liberty to decline

this topic ; but I shall be brief.

That Senators should openly declare Slavery
" ennobling," at least to the master, and also ''the

black marble key-stone of our national arch,"

would excite wonder if it were not explained by
the examples of history. There are men, who,
in the spirit of paradox, make themselves the

partisans of a bad cause, as Jerome Cardan \vrote

an Encomium on Nero. But where there is no
disposition to paradox, it is natural that a cher-

ished practice should bind those who are under
its intiuence ; nor is there any end to these exag-
gerations. According to Thucydides, piracy in

the early ages of Greece was alike widesjiread and
honoraljle ; so much S3 that Telemaclius and
Mentor, on landing at Mycense, were asked by
Nestor if they were " pirates "—precisely as the

Stranger in South Carolina might be asked if he
Were a Slave-master. Kidnajjpiug, too, which
was a kindred indulgence, was openly avowed,
and I doubt not held to be " ennobling." Next
to the unconsciousness which is noticed in child-

hood, is the unconsciousness of Barbarism. The
real Barbarian is a.s unconscious as an infant

;

and the Slave-master shows much of the same
character. No New Zealander exults in his tat-

too, no savage of tlie Northwest coast exults iu

his flat head, more than the Slave-master in these

latter days—and always, of course, with honor-
able exceptions—exults in Ins unt'ortniiate con-
dition. The Slave-master hug> his disgusting

practice as the Carib of the Gulf hugged Can-
nibalism, and as Brigham Young now hugs
Polygamy. The delusion of the " Goitre " is

repeated. This prodigious swelling of the neck,
constituting "a liideous wallet of flesh," pendu-
lous upon the breast, is common to the popula-
tion on the slopes of the Alps ; but, accustomed
to this di'formity, the sufl'erer comes to regard it

with pride, as Slave-masters with us regard Sla-

very, and it is said that those wlio have no
swelling are laughed at and called " goose-neck-
ed."

With knowledge comes distrust and the mod-
est consciousness of imperfection ; but the pride
of Barbarism has no such limitations. It dilates

in the thin air of ignorance, and makes boasts.

Surely, if these illustrations are not entirely in-

applicable, then must we find in the boasts of

Slave-masters new occasion to regret the influence

of Slavery.

It is this .same influence which renders Slave-

masters insensible to those characters which are

among the true glories of the Kepublic ; which,

makes them forget that Jefferson, who wrote the
Declaration of Independence, and Washington,
who commanded its armies, were Abolitionists

;

which renders them insensible to the inspiring

words of the one, and to the commanding exam-
ple of the other. Of these great men, it is the

praise, well deserving perpetual mention, and
only grudged by a malign influence, that reared
amidst Slavery, they did not hesitate to condemn
it To the present debate, Jeiferson, in repeated
utterances, alive with the fire of genius and truth,

has contributed the most important testimony
for Freedom ever pronounced in this hemisphere, |

in words equal to the cause, and Washington,
often quoted as a Slave-master, in the solemn
dispositions of his last Will and Testament, has
contributed an example which is beyond even
the words of Jefferson. Do not, sir, call him a
Slave-master, who entered into tlie presence of

his Maker only as the Emancipator of his slaves.

The ditference between such men and the Slave-

masters whom I expose to-day is so precise that

it cannot be mistaken. The first look down upon
Slavery ; the second look np to Slavery. The
first, recognizing its wrong, were at once liberated

from its pernicious influences, while the latter,

upholding it as right and " ennobling," must
naturally draw from it motives oS conduct. The
first, conscious of the character of JSlavery, were i

not misled by it ; the second, dwelling in uncon-
sciousness of its true character, suri-ender blindly

to its barbarous tendencies, and verifying the

words of the poet,

" So perfect is their misery.
Not once perceived their foul disfigurement,
But boast themselves more comely" than before."

Mr. President, it is time to close this branch
of the argument. Tlie Barbarism of Slavery
has been now exposed, first, in the Law of Sla-

very, with its five pretensions, founded on the

assertion of property in man, the denial of the

conjugal relation, the infraction of the parental



relation, tlie exclusion from knowledge, and the

robbery of tli6 fruits of another's lahcM', all tliuse

having the single object of compelling men to

work without wages, while its Barbarism was still

further attested by tracing the law in its origin to

barbarous Africa; and secondly, it has been ex-

posed in a careful examination of the economical

results of Slavery, illustrated by a contrast be-

tween the Free States and the Slave States, sus-

tained by official figures. Prom this exposure

of Slavery, I proceeded to consider its intiaences

on Slave-masters ; whose true character stands

confessed, first, in the Law of Slavery, which is

their work; next, in the relations between them
and their slaves, maintained by three inhuman
instruments ; next, in their relations witli eacli

other, and with society, and here we have seen

them at home under the immediate infiuenee of

Slavery—also in the communities of which tliey

are a part—practicing violence, and pushing it

everywhere, in streetlight and _ duel; especially

raging against all who question the pretensions

of Slavery ; entering even into the Free States
;

but not in lawless outbreaks only ; also in official

acts, as of Georgia and of South CaroUna, with

regard to two Massachusetts citizens ; and then,

ascending in audacity, entering the Halls of Con-
gress, where they have raged as at home, against

all who set themselves against their assumptions,

while the whole gloomy array of unquestionable

facts has been closed by portraying the melan-
choly unconsciousness which constitutes one of

the distinctive features of this Barbarism.

Such is my answer to the assumption of fact

in behalf of Slavery by Senators on the other

side But before passing to that other assump-
tion of constitutional law, wJiich constitutes the

second branch of this discussion, I add testimony

to the influence of Slavery on Slave-masters in

other countries, which is too important to be neg-

lected, and may properly find a place here.

Among those who have done most to press

forward in Russia that sublime act of emancipa-
tion by which the present Emperor is winning
lustre, not only for his country, but for our age,

is M. TourgueuefF. Originally a Slave-master,
himself, with numerous slaves, and residing

where Slavery prevailed, he saw, witli the in-

stincts of a noble character, the essential Barbar-
ism of this relation, and in an elaborate work on
Russia, which is now before me, he exiiosed it

with rare ability and courage. Thus he speaks
of its influence on Slave-masters :

" But if Slavery degrades tlie slave, it degrades more the
master. This is an (jld adage, and long observatiims have
proved to me that this adage is not a paradox. In fact, how
can that man respect his own dignity, his own rights, who
has learned aotto respect eitlier the rights or the dignily of
his fellow-man ? What control can the moral and religions
sentiments have over a man who sees himself invested with
a power so eminently contrary to morals and religion ? The
continual ex. rcise of an unjust claim, even when it is mod-
erated, finishes by C'.rri.pung the character of the man, and
spoiling hi? judgirent. * * * The possession of a slave
being the resultnf injustice, the relati(jnsof the master with
the slave cannot be otherwise than a succession of injustices.
Among good masters (and it is agreed to call so those who
do not abuse iheir power as much as they might) thise re-
lations are clothed with forms less repugnant than among
others; but here the difference stops v\ ho could remain
always pure, when carried away by his disposition, excited
by his temper, drawn by caprice, he can wilh impunity
oppress, insuU, humiliate his fellows. And, let it be carefully
remarked, that intelligence, civillz ition, do not avail. The
enlightened man, the civilized mau, is nom^ the less a man ;

that he should not oppress, it is uecessa y that it should be
Impossible for him to oppress. All men cannot, like Louis

XIV, throw their stick from the window, when they fee! a
desire to strike"

—

LaRussie et Les Husses. vol, II, pagca
lo7-'8.

Another authority, unimpeachable at all points,
whose fortune it has been, from extensive travels,

to see Slavery in the most various forms, and
Slave-masters under the most various condi-
tions—1 refer to the great African traveller, Dr.
Livingstone—thus touches the character of Slave-
masters :

" I can never cea.se to be unfeignedly thankful that I was
not borii in a land ol slaves. No one can understand the
unutterable meatmess of the slave system on the raimls of
those who, hul fur the strange obUquilJj ir/iich picvi-iUs
themfrum/eiiUng the de.graduHun oj' nut biU/ig geiUlenicn
enuugh to payfor sercices rendered, would be equal ia
virtue to ourselves. Fraud becomes as natural to them
'a< paying one's way' is to the rest of mankind."

—

Liv-
ingstone's Travels, chap. 1, page 33.

Tlius does the exi^erience of Slavery iu
other countries confirm the sad experience among

Second Assumption.—Discarding now all the
presumptuous boasts for Slavery, and bearing in
mind its essential Barbarism, I come to consider
that second assumption of Senators on the otlier

side, whicli is, of course, inspired by the first,

even if not its immediate consequence, that,

under the Constitution, Slave-masters may take
their slaves into the national Territories, and
tliere continue to hold them, as at home in the
Slave States ; and that this would be the case in
any territory newly acquired, by purchase or by
war, as of Mexico on the South, or Canada on the
North.

And here I begin by the remark, that as the
assumption of constitutional law is inspired by
the assumption of fact with regard to the " en-
nobling" character of Slavery, so it must lose
much if not all of its force when the latter as-

sumption is shown to be false, as has been done
to-day.

When Slavery is seen to be tlie Barbarism
which it is, there are few who would not cover it

from sigiit, rather than insist upon sending it

abroad with the flag of tlie Republic. It is only
because people have been insensible to its true
character that they have tolerated for a moment
its exorbitant pretensions. Therefore tliis long
exposition, where Slavery has been made to

stand forth in its five-fold Barbarism, with the
single object of compelling men to work without
wages, naturally prepares the way to consider
the asstimption of constitutional law.

This assumption may be described as an at-

tempt to Africanize tiie Constitirtion, by intro-

duciug into it the barbarous Law of Slavery,
derived as we have seen originally from barba-
rous Africa ; and then, througli such Africaniza-
tion of the Constitution, to Africanize the Ter-
rit(n-ies, and to Africanize the National Govern-
ment. In using tliis language to express the
obvious effect of this assumption, I borrow a
suggestive term, first emi)loyed by a Portuguese
writer at the beginning of this century, when
protesting against the spread of Slavery in Brazih
(See Roster's Travels in Brazil, vol. ii, y. 248.)
Analyze the assumption, and it will be found to

stand on two ijreteiisions, either of which failing

the assumption fails also. These two are—first,

the African pretension of property in man ; and,
secondly, the pretension tliat such property is

recognized in the Constitution.
\V ith regard to the first of the pretensionS; I
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might simply refer to what I have ah'eady said
at ;in earlier stage of this argument. But I should
do injustice to the part it has been made to play
hi this controversy, if I did not again expose it.

Tlien I sought jiarticularly to show its Barhar-
ibui ; now I shall show something more.

Property implies an owner and a thing owned.
On the one side is a human being, and on the
other side a thing. But the very idea of a human
being necessarily excludes the idea of property
in that being, just as the very idea of a thing
iieci-ssarily excludes the idea of a luiman being.
It is clear that a tiling cannot be a human being
and it is equally clear that a human beinci can-
not be a thing. And the law itself, when it

adopts the phrase, " relation of master and
slave," confesses its reluctance to sanction the
claim of property. It shrinks from the preten-
sioii of Senators, and satisfies itself with a formula
which does not openly degrade human nature.

If this property does exist, out of what title

is it derived ? Under what ordinance of Na-
ture or of Nature's God is one human being
stamped an owner and another stamped a thing"?
God is nr respecter of persons. Where is the
sanction /or this respect of certain persons to a
degree which becomes outrage to other persons ?

God is the Father of the Human Family, and we
are all his children. Where then is the sanction
of this pretension by which a brotlier lays vio-
lent hands upon a brother ? To ask these ques-
tions is humiliating ; but it is clear there can be
but one response. There is no sanction for such
pretension

; no ordinance for it, or title. On all

grounds of reason, and waiving all questions of
'positive " statute, the Vermont Judge was nobly
rigiit, when, rejecting the claim of a Siave-master,
he said :

" No ; not until you show a Bill of
Sale from the Almighty." Nothing short of this

imposbible link in the chain of title would do.
I know something of the great judgments by
which the jurisprudence of our country has
been illustrated ; but I doubt if there is any-
thing in the wisdom of Marshall, the learning
of Story, or the completeness of Kent, which will
brighten with time like this lionest decree.
The intrinsic feebleness of this preten.sioii is

apipareiit in the intrinsic feebleness of the argu-
ments by which it is maintained. These are two-
fold, and both have been put forth in recent de-
\>ate by the Senator from Mississippi. [Mr. Davis.]
The first is the alleged inferiority of the African

race ; an argument which, while surrendering to

Slavery a whole race, leaves it uncertain whether
the same principle may not be applied to other
races, as to the polished Japanese, who are now
the guests of the nation, and even to persons of

obvious inferiority in the white race. Indeed,
the latter pretension is 0[)eiily made in other
quarters. The Richmond Enquirer, a leading
journal of Slave-masters, declares, ' The princi-

ple of Slavery is in itself right, and does net
depend on difference of complexion^ And a
leading writer among Slave-masters, George
Fitzhugh, of Virginia, in his Sociology fur the

South., declares, " Slavery, 6/af^ 07' iv/nVe, is right
and necessary. Nature has made the weak in
mind or body for slaves." And in the same vein
a Democratic paper of South Carolina has said,
" Slavery is the natural and normal condition of
the laboring man, white or black."

Tliese more extravagant pietensions reveal still

further the feebleness of the pretension put forth

by the Senator ; while instances accumulating
constantly, attest the difficulty of discriminatino-

between the two races. Mr. Paxton, of Virginia,
tells us, that " the best blood in Virginia Hows in
the veins of the slave ;

" and fugitive slaves have
been latterly ad vevti.sed as possessing " a round
face," "blue eyes," "flaxen hair," and as
" escaping under the pretence of being a white
man."

This is not the time to enter upon the great
question of race, in the various lights of religion,

history, and science. Sure I am that they who
understand it best, will be least disposed to the
pretension, which on the assumed ground of
inferiority would condemn one race to be the
property of another. If the African race be
inferior, as is alleged, then is it the unquestiona-
ble duty of a Christian Civilivation to lift it from
its degradation, not by the bludgeon and the
chain, not by this barbarous pretension of own-
ership ; but by a generous charity, which shall
be measured precisely by the extent of its

inferiority.

The second argument put forward for this

pretension, and twice repeated by the Senator
from Mississippi, is, that the Africans are the
posterity of Ham, the son of Noah through
Canaan, who was cursed by Noah, to be the
" servant"—that is the word employed—of his
bretheril, and that this malediction has fallen

upon all his desceudanib. who are accordingly de-
voted by God to perpetual bondage, and not only
in the third and fourth generations, but through-
out all succeeding time. Surely, wlien the
Senator quoted Scripture to enfore the claim of

Slave-masters he did not intend a jest. And yet
it is hard to suppose him in earnest. The Sena-
tor is Chairman of the Committee on Military

Affairs, in which he is doubtless experienced. He
may, perhaps, set a squadron in the field, but he
has evidently considered very little the text of
Scripture on which he relies. The Senator
assumes, that it has fixed the doom of the colored
race, leaving untouched the white race. Perliaps
he does not know that, in the worst days of the
Polish aristocracy, this s.ame argument was
adopted as the excuse for holding white serfs in
bondage precisely as it is now put forward by the
Senator, and tliat even to this day the angry
Polish noble addresses his white peasant as the
" son of Ham."

It hardly comjiorts witli the gravity of this

debate to dwell on such an argument, and yet I

cannot go wrong if, for the sake of a much-injut-
ed race, I brush it away. To justify the Senator
in his application of this ancient curse, he must
maintain at least five different propositions, as

essential links in the chain of the Afric-American
slave : Jirst, that by this malediction, Canaan
himself was actually changed into a " chattel,"

whereas he is simply made the ' servant " of his

brethren ; secondly, that not merely Canaan, but
all his posterity, to the remotest generation, was
so changed, whereas the language has no such
extent ; thirdly, that the A Iric-American actually

belongs to the posterity of Canaan—an ethnologi-

cal assumption absurdly diliicult to establish
;

fourthly, that each of the descendants of Shem •

and Japlieth has a right to hold an Afric-Ame-
rican fellow-man as a "chattel"—a proposition

which finds no semblance of support ; and
fifthly, that every Slave-master is truly descended
Iroui Shem or Japheth—a pedigree which no
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anxiety can establish ! This plain analysis, which
may fitly excite a smile, shows the five-fold

absurdity of an attempt to found tliis pretension
on

"Any successive title, long and dark,
Dr;nvn from the mouldy rolls of Noah's ark."

From the character of these two arguments
for property in man, I am brought again to its

denial.

It is natural that Sc-nattirs who pretend that,

by the law of nature, man nuiy hold property in

man, should find this pretension in the Consti-

tution. But the pretension is as much without
foundation in the Constitution as it is without
foundatiou in nature. It is not too mirch to say
that there is not one sentence, phrase, or word

—

not a single suggestion, hint, or equivocation,

even—out of which any such ^jretension can be
implied ; while great niitional acts and important
contemporaneous declariUions in the Convention
which framed the Constitution, in dilferent forms
of language, and also controlling rules of inter-

pretation, render this pretension impossible.

Partisans, taking counsel of their desires, find in

the Constitution, as in the Scriptures, what they
incline to find ; and never was tliis more apparent
than when Slave-masters deceive themselves so
far as to find in the Constitution a pretension
which exists only in their own souls.

Looking juridically for one moment at this

question, we shall be brought to the conclusion,
according to the admission of courts and jurists,

first in Europe, and then in our own country,
that Slavery can be derived from no doubtful
word or mere pretension, but only from clear

and special recoo;nition. "TJie state of Slavery,"
said Lord Mansfield, pronouncing judgment in

the great case of Somersett, ' is of such a nature
that it is incapable of being introduced on any
reasons, moral or political, but only by positi've

law. It is so odious, that nothing can be sulfered

to support it but Positive Law "—that is, ex-
press words of a written text ; and this principle
which commends itself to the enlightened reason,
has been adopted by several courts in tlie Slave
States. Of coiu'se, every leaning must be i'ganist

Slavery. A pretension so peculiar and oli'ensive

—so liostile to reason—so repugnant to the laws
of nature and the inborn Rights of Man ; which,
in all its five-fold M'rong, has no other object than
to compel fellow-men to work without wages

;

snch a pretension so tyrannical, so unjust, so nieau,

so barbarous, can find no place iu any system of
Government, unless by virtue of -positive sanc-
tion. It can spring from no doubtful phrases.
It must be declared by unambiguous words,
incapable of a double sense.

At the adoption of the Constitutimi, this rule,

promulgated in the Court of King's Bench, by
the voice of the most finished magistrate in
English history, was as well known in our coun-
try as any principle of the common law ; espe-
cially was ii known to the eminent lawyers in the
Convention

; nor is it too much to say that the
Constitution was framed with this rule on Sla-
very as a guide. And the Supreme Court of the
United States at a later day, in the case of United
States V. Fisher, 2 Cranch, 39i», by the voice of
Chief Justice Marshall, pronuilgated this same
rule, in words stronger even than those of Lord
Mansfield, saying :

" Where rights are infringed,
where fundamental principles are overthrown,
where the general system of the laws is departed

from, the legislative intention must be expressed
with irresistible clearness, to induce a court of
justice to sujjpose a de.sign to efi'ect such object."
It is well known, however, that these two decla-
rations are little more than new forms for the
ancient rule of the common law, as expressed by
Fortescue : Iminus et crudelis judicnndiis est

qui Lihertati non favd ; He is to be adjudged
impious and cruel who does not favor Liberty

;

and, as expressed by Blackstone, "The law is

always ready to catch at anything in favor of
Liberty."

But, as no prescription runs against the King,
so no prescription is allowed to run against Sla-
very, while all the early victories of Freedom
are set aside by the Slave-masters of to-day. The
prohibition of Slavery in the Missouri Territory,
and all the precedents, legislative and judicial, for
the exercise of this power, admitted from the
beginning until now, have been overturned ; but
at last, bolder grown. Slave-masters do not hesi-
tate to assail that principle of jurisprudence
which makes Slavery the creature of "positive
law " alone, to be upheld only by words of " irre-

sistible clearness." The case of Somersdt, in
which this great rule was declared, has been im-
peached on this floor, as the Declaration of
Independence has been impeached also. And
here the Senatcn- from Louisiana [Mr. Benjaiiin]
has taken the lead. He has dwelt on the asser-
tion that, in the history of English law, there
Were earlier cases, where a contrary priiiciiile was
declared. But i^ermit me to say that no such
cases, even if they exist in authentic reports, can
iiupair the influence of this well-considered au-
thority. The Senator knows well that an old
and barbarous case is a poor answer to a principle,
which is brought into activity by the demands of
an advancing Civilization, and which once recog-
nized can never be denied ; that jurisprudence is

not a dark lantern, shining in a narrow circle,

and never changing, but a gladsome light, which,
slowly emerging from original darkness, grows
and spreads with human improvement, until at
last it becomes as broad and general as the Light
( >f Day. When the Senator, in this age—leaguing
all his forces—undertakes to drag down that im-
mortal principle, whicl.i made Slavery impossible
in England, as, thank (fod 1 it makes Slavery im-
possible under the Constitution, he vainly tugs
to drag down a luminary from the sky.
The enormity of the pretension that Slavery

is sanctioned by the Constitution becomes still

more apparent, when we read the Constitution
in the light of great national acts and of con-
temporaneous declarations. First comes tlie Dec-
laration of Independence, the illuminated initial

letter of our history, which in familiar words
announces that " all men are created equal; that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights ; that among these are Lite,

Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness ; that to

secure these rights governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed." Nor does this Decla-
ration, binding the consciences of all who enjoy
the privileges it secured, stand alone. There is

another national act, less known, but in itsell a
key to the first, when, at the successful close of
tlie Revolution, the Continental Congress, in a
solemn address to the people, loftily announced:
'' Let it lie remembered, that it has ever been the
pride and the boast of America, that the rights
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for which she has contend.ed were the rights of
human nature By the blessing of the Author
of these rights, they have prevailed over all

opposition, and form the Basis of thirteen inde-

pendent States." Now, whatever may be the

privileges of States in their individual capacities,

"within their several local jurisdictions, no power
can be attributed to the nation, in the absence

of positive unequivocal grant, inconsistent with

these two national declarations. Here is the na-

tional heart, the national soul, tlie national will,

tlie national voice, which must inspire our inter-

pretation of the C'onstitution, and enter into and
diffuse itself through all the national legislation.

Such are the commanding authorities which
constitute " Life. Liberty, and the Pursuit of

Happiness." and in more general words, "the
Rights of Human Nature, " without distinction

of race, or recognition of the curse of Ham, as

the basis of our national institutions. They need
no additional support.

But, in strict harmony with these are the many
utterances in the Convention wliich framed the

Constitution : of Gouverneur Morris, of Penn-
sylvania, who announced that " he would never
concur in vpholding domestic Slavery; it was a

nefarious institution;" of Elbridge Gerry, of

Massachusetts, who said " that we had nothing to

do with the conduct of the States as to Slavery,

hut ive oughtto he careful not to give any sanction

to it;" of Roger Sherman and Oliver Ellsworth, of

Connecticut, and Mr. Gorhani, of Massachusetts,

who all concurred with Mr. Gerry ; and especially

of Mr. Madison, of Virginia, who, in mild juridi-

cal phrase, ' thought it wkoxg to admit i.n the
CONSTITDTION THE IDEA THAT THEKE COULD BE
PROPERTY liV MAN." And lastly, as if to complete
the elaborate work of Freedom, and to give ex-
pression to all these utterances, the word '• servi-

tude," wliich had been allowed in the clause on
tlie apportionment of Representatives, was struck
out, and the word " service " substituted instead.

This final exclusion from the Constitution of the
idea of property in man was on the motion of

Mr. Randolph, of Virginia ; and the reason as-

signed for the substitution, according to Mr.
Madison, in his authentic report of the debate,

"was, that " the former was thought to express
the condition of slaves, and the latter the obliga-

iions of free persons." Thus, at every point, by
great national declarations, by frank utterances
in the Convention, and by a positive act in ad-
justing the text of the Constitution, was the idea
of property in man unequivocally rejected.

This pretension, which may be dL-smissed as

utterly baseless, becomes absurd when it is con-
sidered to what result it necessarily conducts.
If the Barbarism of Slavery, in all its five-fold

wrong, is really embodied in the Constitution, so

as to be beyond the reach of prohibition, eitlier

Congressional or local, in the Territories, then,

for the same reason, it must be beyond the reach
of pixihibition or abolition, even by local autho-
rity in the States themselves, and, just so long as

the Constitution continues unchanged. Territories

and States alike must be open to all its blasting

influences. And yet this pretension, which, in its

natural consequences, overturns State Riglits, is

put forward by Senators who profess to be the
special guardians of State Rights.

Nor does this pretension derive any support
from the much-debated clause in the Constitution
for the rendition of fugUives from " service or

laVior," on which so much stress is constantly
put. But I do not occupy your time now on
this head, for two reasons—first, because, liaving
already on a former occasion exhibited with great
fullness the character of that clause, I am un-
willing now thus incidentally to open the ques-
tion upon it ; and secondly, because, whatever
may be its character—admitting that it confers
power upon Congress—and admitting also, what
is often denied, that, in defiance of commanding
rules of interpretation, the equivocal words there
employed have that " iiresistible clearness"
which is necessary in taking away Human
Rights—yet nothing can be clearer than that the
fugitives, whosoever they may be, are regarded
under the Constitution as persons, and not as

property.

I disdain to dwell on that other argument,
brought forward by Senators, wlio, denying the
Equality of Man, speciously assert the Equality
of the States; and from this principle, true, in
many respects, jump to the conclusion, that
Slave-masters are entitled, in thena.ne of Equal-
ity, to take their slaves into the National Terri-

tories, under the solemn safeguards of the Con-
stitution. But this argument comes back to the
first pretension, that slaves are recognised as
" property " in the Constitution. To that pre-
tension, already amply exposed, we are always
brought, nor can any sounding allegations of

State Equality avoid it. And yet, this very argu-
ment betrays the inconsistency of its authors.

If persons held to service in the Slave States are
" property " under the Constitution, then, under
the provision—known as the "three-fifths"
rule—which founds representation in the other

House on such persons, there is -.x, property rep-

resentation from the Slave States, with voice and
vote, while there is no such property representa-

tion IVom the Free States. With glaring inequal-

ity, the representation of Slave States is found-
ed first on " persons," and secondly on a large

part of their pretended property ; while the rep-

resentation of the Free States is founded sim.ply

on " persons," leaving all their boundless mil-
lions of property unrepresented. Thus, which-
ever way we approach it, the absurdity of this

pretension becomes manifest. Assuming the

pretension of property in man under the Con-
stitution, you slap in the face the whole theory

of State Equality, for you disclose a gigantic in-

equality between the Slave States and the Free
States ; and assuming the Equality of States, in

the House of Representatives as elsewhere, you
slap in the face the whole pretension of property
in man under the Constitution.

I disdain to dwell also on that other argument,
which, in the name of I-'opular Sovereignty, un-
dertakes to secure to the people in the Territories

the wicked power—sometimes called, by confu-
sion of terms, right—to enslave their fellow-men

;

as if this pretension was not blasted at once by the
Declaration of Independence, when it announc-
ed that ' all governments derive their just powers
from the consent of the governed," and as if

anywhere within the jurisdiction of the Consti-

tution, which contains no sentence, phrase or

word, sanctioning this outrage, and which care-

fully excludes the idea of property in man, while

it surrounds all persons with the highest safe-

guards of a citizen, such jjretension could exist.

Whatever it may be elsewhere, Popular Sover-
eignty within the sphere of the Constitution has
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its limitations. Claiming for all the largest

liberty of a true Civilization, it compresses all

witiiin tlw constraints of Justice ; nor does it

allow any man to assert a right to do what he

pleases, except when he pleases to do right. As

well within the Territories atteuij)t to n^ike a

King as attempt to make a slave. But this pre-

tension—rejected alike by every Slave-master

and by evei-y lover of Freedom

—

Where I behn]d a factious band agree

To call it freedom when lheni.^elve» are free,

proceeding originally from a vain effort to avoid

the impending question between Freedom and

Slavery—assuming a delusive phrase of Free-

dom as a cloak for Slavery— speaking with the

voice of Jacob while its hands are the hands of

Esau—and, by its plausible nick-name, enabling

politicians sometimes to deceive the public and

sometimes even to deceive themselves—may be

dismissed with the other kindred pretensions for

Slavery, while the Senator from Illinois, [Mr.

Douglas,] who, if not its inventor, has been its

boldest defender, will learn that Slave-masters

for whom he has done so much cannot aflbrd to

be generous ; that their gratitude is founded on

what they expect, and not on what they have re-

ceived ; and, that having its root in desire rather

than in fruition, it necessarily withers and dies

with the power to serve them. The Senator, re-

volving these things in his mind, may confess

the dillicultyof his position, and, perhaps,

remember Milo's end,

Wedged in that Timber wliich he strove to rend.

And here I close this branch of the argument,

which I have treated less fully than the first,

partly because time and strength fail me, but

chiefly because the Barbarism of Slavery, when
fully established, supersedes all other inquiry.

But enough has been done on this head. At the

risk of repetition, I now gather it together. The

assumption that Slave-masters, under the Consti-

tution, may take their slaves into the Territories,

and continue to hold them as in the States,

stands on two pretensions—first that man may
hold property in man, and seccmdly that this

property is recognized in the Constitution. But

we have seen that the pretended property in man
stands on no reason, while the two special argu-

ments by which it has been asserted, lirst an

alleged inferiority of race, and secondly the an-

cient curse of Ham, are grossly insutticient to

uphold such a pretension. And wt have next

seen that this pretension has as little support in

the Constitution as in reason ; that Slavery is of

such an otiensive character, that it can find sup-

port only in '' positive " sanction, and words of

" irresistible clearness ;
" that this benign rule,

questioned in the Senate, is consistent with the

principles of an advanced civilization ; that no

such " positive " sanction, in words of " irresis-

tible clearness," can be found in the Constitution,

while, in harmony with the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, and the Address of the Continental

Congress, the contemporaneous declarations in

the Convention, and especially the act of the

Convention in substituting " service "for " servi-

• tude," on the ground that the latter expressed
" the condition of slaves," all attest tliat the

pretension that man can hold property in man
was carefully, scrupulou.sly, and completely ex-

cluded from the Constitution, so that it has no

eemblance of support in that sacred text ; uor is

this pretension, wliich is unsupported in the

Constitution, helped hy the two arguments, one
in the name of State Equality, and the other in

the name of Popular Sovereignty, both of which
are properly ptit aside.

Sir, the true principle, which reversing the

assumptions of Slave-masters, makes Freedom
national and Slavery sectional, while every just

claim of the Slave States is harmonized with the

irresistible piredominance of Freedom under the

C(mstitution, has been declared at Chicago. Not
questioning the right of each State, whether

South Carolina or Turkey, Viriiinia or Russia, to

order and control its own domestic institutions

according to its own judgment exclusively, the

Convention there assenibled has explicitly

announced Freedom to be " the normal condi-

tion of all the Territory of the United States,"

and has explicitly denied " the authority of Con-

gress, of a Territorial Legislature, or of any
individuals, to give legal existence to Slavery in

any Territory of the United States." Such is the

triumphant response, by the aroused millions of

the iXorth, alike to the assumption of Slave-

masters that the Constitution, of its own force,

carries Slavery into the Territories, and also to

the device of politicians, that tlie people of the

Territories, in the exercise of a dishonest Popu-

lar Sovereignty, may plant Slavery there. This

response is complete at all ponits, whether the

Constitution acts upon the Territories before their

organization or only afterward ; for, in the

absence of a Territorial Government, there can

be no " positive " law in words of " irresistible

clearness " for Slavery, as there can be no such

law, when a Territorial Government is organized,

under the Constitution. Thus the normal condi-

tio;! of the Territories is confirmed by the Con-

stitution, which when extended over them,

renders Slavery impossible, while it writes upon

the soil and engraves upon the rock everywhere

tlie law of impartial Freedom, without distinc-

tion of color or race.

Mr. President, this argument is now closed.

Pardon me for the time I have occupied. It is

long since I have made any such claim upon
your attention. Pardon me, also, if I have said

anything which I ought not to have said. 1 have

spuken fraid^ly, and from the heart ; if severely,

yet only with the severity of a sorrowful candor,

calling'things by their right names, and letting

liistoric facts tell their unimpeachable story. I

have spoken in the patriotic hope of contributing

to the welfare of my country, and also in the

assured conviction that what 1 have said will find

a response in generous souls. I believe that I

have said nothing which is not sustained by well-

founded argument or well-founded testimony,

nothing which can be controverted without a

direct assault upon reason or upon truth.

The two assumptions of Slave-masters have

been answered. But this is not enough. Let the

answer become a legislative act, by the admission

of Kansas as a Free State. Then will the Bar-

barism of Slavery be repelled, and the pretension

of property in man be rebuked. Such an act,

closing this long struggle by the assurance of

peace to the Territory, if not of tranquillity to

the whole country, will be more grateful still as

the herald of that better day, near at hand, when
Freedom shall be installed everywhere under the

National Government ; when the National Flag
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wherever it floats, on sea or land within the

national jurisdiction, will not cover a single

slave ; and when the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, now reviled in the name of Slavery, will

once again be reverenced as the American Alagna
Charta of Human Rights. Nor is tliis all. Such
an act will be the fir.st stage in those triumphs
by wliich the Republic—lifted in character so as

to become an example to mankind—will enter at

last upon its noble '' prerogative of teaching the

nations how to live."

Thus, sir, speaking for Freedom in Kansas, I

have spoken for Freedom everywhere, and for

Civilization ; and, as the less is contained in the
greater, so are all arts, all sciences, all economies,
all refinements, all charities, all delights of life,

embodied in this cause. You may reject it ; but
it will be only for to-day. The sacred animosity
between Freedom and Slavery can end only with
the triumjjh of Freedom. This same Question
will be soon carried before that high tribunal,

supreme over Senate and Court, where the judges
will be counted by millions, and where the judg-
ment rendered will be the solemn charge of an
aroused people, instructing a new President, in the
name of Freedom, to see that Civilization receives
no detriment.

When Mr. Sumner resumed his seat, Mr. CHESNUT, of

South Carolina, spoke iis follows :

Mr. President, after the extraordinary though charai'ter-

istic speech just uttered in llie Sena e, it is proper that I

assign the reason for the position we are i.ow inclined to

assume. After ranging over Europe, crawling through
the back-'loors to whine at the feet of Br tish aristocracy,

craving pity, and reaping a rich harvest of contempt, the
slanderer of States and men reapijears in the Senate. We
had hoped to bo relieved f om the outpouring of such vul-
gar malice. We had hoped th:it one who had felt, though
ignomiiiiously he failed lo m^ et. tlie consequences of a
former insolence, would have liecome wiser, if not better,

by e.\i)erien e. In this I am disappointed, and I regret it.

Mr. President, in the her'iic ages of the world, men were
deified for the possession and the exercise of some virtues
—wisdom, truth, justice, magnanimity, courage. In Egypt,
also, we know they deified bi-asts and reptiles; but even
that besilal people worshipped their idols on account of
some sn])posed virtue. It has been left for this day, for this

country, tor the Aboltionists of Massachusetts, lo deify the
incartuiliiin nf Diiilirf. iiir inlacili/, and cvuiirdice. Sir, we
do not intend to be guilty of aiding in the apfitheosis of
piisillaniinity and meanness We do not intend to contri-
bute, by any oo dnct on our part, to increase the devotees
at the shrine of this new idol. We know what is expected
and what is desired. We are not inrlined again to send
forth the recipient of I'UNISHMENT hon-lin^ through
the world, yelpingfresh cries of slander and malice. These
are the reasons, which I feel it due to myself and others to

give the Senate and the country, why we have quietly
listened to what has been said, and why we can take no
other notice of the matter.

In these words, Mr. Ohesnut refers to the assault upon

Mr Su.MN'KU with a bludgeon on the floor of the Senate, by

a Eepresentative from South Carolina, since dead, aided by

another Representative from that same State, and also a

Eepresentative from Virginia, on account of which Mr.

Str.MNEK had been comiielled to leave his seat vacant, and

seek the restoration of his health by travel. As Mr. Cues-

NDIX.
NUT spoke, he was surrounded by the Slave-masters of the

;

Senate, who seemed to approve what he said. There was

[

no call to order by the Chair, which was occupied at the

time by Mr. Bigi.ek, of Pennsylvania, Mr. SUMNER
obtained the floor with difficulty, while a motion was pend-

j

ing for the postponem ent of the question, and said

:

I

Mr. President, before this question passes away I think I
I ought to make (though perhaps tliere is no occasion for it)

I

a respon-e to the Senator from South Carolina. ("No!"
from sevral Senators J Only one word. I exposed to-day
the Barbarism of Slavery. What the Senator has said in
reply to me, I may well print in an Appendix to my speech
as arj additional illustration. That is all.

Mr, HAMMOND, of South Carolina, said

:

I hope he will do it.

The following letter, from a venerable citizen, an orna-

ment of our legislative halls at the beginning of the century,

and nuw the oldest survivor of all who have ever been

members of Congress, is too valuable, in its testimony and
its counsel, to be omitted in its place :

Boston, June 5, 1860.

Dear Sir : I have read a few abstracts from your noble
speech, but must wait for it in apamphletform that I may
read it in such type as eyes, in the eight\'-ninth year of
their age, will permit. But I have read enough to approve
and rejoice that you have been permitted, thus truly, fully

and faithfully, to expose the "I5arbarism" of Slavery on
that very floor, on which you were so cruelly and brutally
stricken down by the spirit of that Barbarism.

I only hope that in an Appendix you will preserve the
vera ejfigies of that insect that attempted to sting you. Ee-
member that the value of amber is increased by the insect
it preserves. Yours, very truly,

JOSIAH QUINCT.



THE

EEPUBLICAN PLATFOEM.

Resolved^ That we, tlie delegated representatives of the Republican electors of the

United States, in Convention assembled, in discharge of the duty we owe to our con-

stituents and our country, unite in the following declarations :

1. That the history of the nation during tlie last four years has fully established the

propriety and necessity of the organization and perpetuation of the Republican party,

and that the causes which callecl it into existence are permanent in their nature, and

now, more than ever before, demand its peaceful and constitutional triumph.

2. That the maintenance of the principles promulgated in the Declaration of Inde-

pendence and embodied in the Federal Constitution—"That all men are created equal;

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights ; that among
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of liappiness ; that, to secure these rights, govern-

ments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the

governed"—is essential to the preservation of our republican institutions; and that the

Federal Constitution, the Rights of the States, and the Union of the States, must and

shall be preserved.

3. That to the Union of the States this nation owes its unprecedented increase in

population, its surprising development of material resources, its rapid augmentation of

wealth, its happiness at home and its honor abroad, and we hold in abhorrence all

schemes for Disunion, come from whatever source they may : and we congratulate the

country that no Republican Member of Congress has uttered or countenanced the

threats of Disunion so often made by Democratic Members, without rebuke and with

applause from their political associates ; and we denounce those threats of Disunion, in

case of a popular overthrow of their ascendancy, as denying the vital principles of a

free government, and as an avowal of contemplated treason which it is the imperative

duty of an indignant people sternly to rebuke and forever silence.

4. That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the States, and especially the

right of each State to order and control its own domestic institutions according to its

own judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance of powers on which the perfec-

tion and endurance of our political fabric depends ; and we denounce the lawless invasion

by armed force of the soil of any State or Territory, no matter under what pretext, as

among the gravest of crimes.

5. That the present Democratic Administration has far exceeded our worst apprehen-

sions, in its measureless subserviency to the exactions of a sectional interest, as especially

evinced in its desperate exertions to force the infamous Lecompton Constitution upon

the protesting people of Kansas ; in construing the personal relation between master

and servant to involve an unqualified property in persons ; in its attempted enforcement,

everywhere, on land and sea, through the intervention of Congress and of the Federal

Courts, of the extreme pretensions of a purely local interest;, and in its general and

unvarying abuse of the power entrusted to it by a confiding people.

6. That the people justly view with alarm the reckless extravagance which pervades

every department of the Federal Government; that a return to rigid economy and

accountability is indispensable to arrest the systematic plunder of the public treasury by
favored partisans ; while the recent startling developments of frauds and corruptions at

the Federal Metropolis, show that an entire change of administration is imperatively

demanded.

7. That the new dogma that the Constitution, of its own force, carries slavery into

any or all of the Territories of the United States, is a dangerous political heresy, at



variance with tlie explicit provisions of tliat instrument itself, witli cotemporaneous

exposition, and with legislative and judicial precedent; is revolutionary in its tendency,

and subversive of the peace and harmony of the country.

8. That the normal condition of all the territory of the United States is that of free-

dom ; that, as our republican fathers, when they had abolished slavery in all our national

territory, ordained that "no person should be deprived of life, liberty or property with-

out due process of law," it becomes our duty, by legislation, whenever such legislation

is necessary, to maintain this provision of the Constitution against all attempts to vio-

late it; and Ave deny the authority of Congress, of a Territorial Legislature, or of any

individuals, to give legal existence to slavery in any Territory of the United States.

9. That we brand the recent reopening of the African slave-trade, under the cover of

our national flag, aided by perversions of judicial power, as a crime against humanity

and a burning shame to our country and age ; and we call upon Congress to take prompt

and efficient measures for the total and final suppression of that execrable traffic.

10. That in the recent vetoes, by their Federal Governors, of the acts of the Legisla-

tures of Kansas and Nebraska prohibiting slavery in those Territories, we find a practi-

cal illustration of the boasted ]3emocratic principle of Non-intervention and Popular

Sovereignty embodied in the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and a demonstration of the decep-

tion and fraud involved therein.

1 1. That Kansas should, of right, be immediately admitted as a State under the

Constitntion recently formed and adopted by her people, and accepted by the House

of Representatives.

12. That, while providing revenue for the support of the general government by

duties upon imports, sound policy requires such an adjustment of these imposts as to

encourage the development of the industrial interests of the whole country ; and we
commend that policy of national exchanges which secures to the working men liberal

wages, to agriculture reinunerating prices, to mechanics and manufacturers an adequate

reward for their skill, labor and enterprise, and to the nation commercial prosperity and

independence.

13. That we protest against any sale or alienation to others of the.public lands held by

actual settlers, and against any view of the Free Homestead policy which regards the

settlers as paupers or suppliants for public bounty; and we demand the passage by Con-

gress of the complete and satisfactory Homestead measure which has already passed the

House.

14. That the Republican party is opposed to any change in our Naturalization Laws
or any State legislation by which the rights of citizenship hitherto accorded to immi-

grants from foreign lands shall be abridged or impaired ; and in favor of giving a full

and efficient protection to the rights of all classes of citizens, whether native or natural-

ized, both at home and abroad.

15. That appropriations by Congress for River and Harbor improvements of a national

character, required for the accommodation and security of an existing commerce, are

authorized by the Constitution and justified by the obligation of Government to protect

the lives and property of its citizens.

16. That a Railroad to the Pacific Ocean is imperatively demanded by the interests

of the whole country ; that the Federal Government ought to render immediate and

efficient aid in its construction ; and that, as preliminary thereto, a daily Overland Mail

should be promptly established.

lY. Finally, having thus set forth our distinctive principles and views, we invite the

co-operation of all citizens, however difi"ering on other questions, who substantially agree

with us in their affirmance and support.

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION.

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with those men who have been driven, some

from their native States and others from the States of their adoption, and are now exiled

from their homes on account of their opinions; and we hold the Democratic party

responsible for this gross violation of that clause of the Constitution which declares that

the citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citi-

zens in the several States,

/ Adopted at Chicago, May 17, 1860.



LETTERS OF ACCEPTANCE
FEOM ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND HANNIBAL HAMLIN,

INDORSING^ THE PLATFORIM.

MR. LINCOLN'S LETTER.
Springfield, 111., May 23, 1860.

Hon. George Aslmvinj President of the Eepnhlican XatlonaJ Convention :

Sir: I accept the nomination tendered me by the Convention over which you presided,

and of which I am formally apprised in the letter of yourself and others, acting as a Committee

of the Convention, for that purpose.

The declaration of principles and sentiments, which accompanies your letter, meets my
approval ; and it shall be my care not to violate, or disregard it, in any part.

Imploring the assistance of Divine Providence ; and with due regard to the views and feel-

ings of all Avho were represented in the Convention ; to the rights of all the States, and Terri-

tories, and people of the nation ; to the inviolability of the Constitution, and the perpetual

union, harmony and prosperity of all, I am most happy to co-operate for the practical success

of the principles declared by the Convention.

Your oblio-ed friend and iellow-citizen, ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

MR. HAMLIN'S LETTER.
Washington, May 30, 1860.

Gentlemen: Tour official communication of the 18th instant, informing me that the repre-

sentatives of the Republican Party of the United States, assembled at Chicago on that day, had,

by a unanimous vote, selected me as their candidate for the office of Vice-President, has been

received, together with the resolutions adopted by the Convention as its declaration of princi-

ples.

Those resolutions enunciate clearly and forcibly the principles which unite us and the objects

proposed to be accomplished. They address themselves to all, and there is neither necessitj''

nor propriety in my entering upon a discussion of any of them. They have the apj^roval ol'

my judgment, and in any action of mine Avill be faithfully and cordially sustained.

I am profoundly grateful to those with whom it is my pride and pleasure politically to co-

operate, for the nomination so unexpectedl}' conferred ; and I desire to tender through you, to

the members of the Convention, my sincere thanks for the confidence thus reposed in me.
Should the nomination, which I now accept, be ratified by the people, and the duties devolve

upon me of presiding over the Senate of the United States, it will be my earnest endeavor
faithfulljr to discharge them with a just regard for the rights of all.

It is to be observed, in connection with the doings of the Republican Convention, that a

paramount object with us, is, to preserve the normal condition of our territorial domain as

homes for free men. The able advocate and defender of Republican principles whom you have
nominated for the highest place that can gratify tlie ambition of man, comes from a Sta'.,e which
has been made what it is, by special action in that respect, of the wise and good men who
founded our institutions. The rights of free labor have there been vindicated and maintained.

The thrift and epterprise which so distinguished Illinois, one of the most flourishing States of

the glorious West, we would see secured to all the Territories of the Union, and restore peace

and harmony to the whole country by bringing back the Government to Avhat it was under the

wise and patriotic men who created it. If the Republicans shall succeed in that object, as they

hope to, they wiU be held in gi'ateful remembrance by the busy and teeming miUions of future

ages. I am, verj'' truly, yours, H. HAMLIN.
Hon. George Ashmun, President of the Convention, and others of the Committee.

RIR. SEWARD'S INDORSEiyiEP OF THE CA[^D!OATES A?3D PLATFORHfl.

The following cordial indorsement of the Candidates and Platform of the Repubhcan Party

appeared in the Auburn Daily Advertiser on the day after the nomination, written by Senator

Seward

:

" We place the names of Lincoln and Hamlin at the head of our columns, with pride and
satisfaction. No truer exposition of the Republican creed could be given, than the platform

adopted by the Convention contains. No truer or firmer defenders of the Republican faith

could have been found in the Union, than the distinguished and esteemed citizens on whom
the honors of the nomination have fiillen. Their election, we trust, by a decisive majority, will

restore the Government of the LTnited States to its constitutional and ancient course. Let the

watchword of the Republican Party, then, be Union and Liberty, and onward to Victory."
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A SPEECH
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GAEL SCHUEZ,
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Delivered in St. Louis, Aug. 1, 1860.

Mr. President and Gentlemen : To deny the

existence of an evil they do not mean to remedy,

to asoiibe to paltry causes the origin of gieat

problems they do not mean to solve, to charge

those who define the nature of an existing diffi-

culty with having originated it—these are expe-

dients which the opponents of reformatory move-
ments have resorted to since mankind lias a his-

tory. Ana()peal to ignorance or timidity is their

last hope, when all resources of logic and argu-

ment are exhausted. The old comedy is repeated

again and again.

The assertions that the great contest between

Free and Slave Labor Iihs no foundation in fict,

that the origin of the Slavei'y controversy is to

be found in the fmaiicism of a few Northern
Aholiiionists, and tliat tliose wlio s[)e;iU of an
" irie|»ressible conflict" aie to be made respon-

sible fttr its existence—these form the aruumen-
tative stnple of those who j)ossess either not sa-

gaciiy enough to discern, or not courage enough
to state facts as they are.

In investigating the causes of the great strug-

gle which has for yeais kei)t the minds of the

people in constant uneasiness and excilenient, I

shall ende:ivor to act \\ith the most peifect fair-

ness. I shall not indulize in any denunciations.

I shall impeach tlie motives of no one. 1 shall

not appeal to prejudice or passion. I invite y(m
to pass in review the actual state of things with
calnii CSS and impaitiality.

It is one of the liest traits of human nature,

tliat we form our first opinions cm matters of tie n-

cral interest from our imiate sense of riaht aiirl

wiong. Our moral imptessions, the <iirtates of

otii- consciences, the acnerous impulses of our
hearts, are the sources from which our first con-

victions spring. But custom, material interest,

and our natural inclinations to acquiesce in tliat

which is, whether right or wrong, that ri> iner-

tia which has brought so much suffering upon
humanity, are apt to overrule the native instincts

of our moral nature. The}' are sicklied over by
tlie pale cast of calculation ; the fresliness of
their impelling poweis is lost, and questions es-

sentially moral are imperceptibly changed into

questions of material interest, national economy,
or political power.

The people of the South have evidently gone
through thai process in regard to the institution

of Slavery ; they have become accustomed to

identify its existence with the existence of

southern society, while even a large majority

of the [)eo[.>le of the Noith were rather inclined

to silence tlieir moral objections to it, and to

acquiesce, until its immediate interference with

matters of general interest gave a new impulse

to their native antipathy. Altiiouch I am not

ashamed to confess, that the moral meriis of the

question would alone have been more than suffi-

cient to make me an .Anti-Slavery man, yei I will

confine myself to a discussion of its practical

effects, in order to make myself intellmible even
to those who do not symi)athize with me. Tiiia

is the first time that I have had the honor to

address a nieeti:i2 in a slave state, and even now
I owe the privilege of expressing my opinions

freely and without restraini to the circumstance
that, altiioush in a slave slate, I stand upon the

soil of a fiee city, and un<ler the cenerous pro-

tection of free men. [.Applause] Must I call "a
privilege" what ouaht to be universally resiiect-

ed as the sacred birthrisht of every American
citizen 1 Ask any slaveholder who may be pre-
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sent in this vast assembly whether he does not

deem it wrong and unjustifiable tliat I, an Anti-

Siaveiy man, should be permitted to give a pub-
lic expression of my views in a slave state 1

whether he would not be in favor of silencing

me by whatever means within his reach 1 whether
I \v(juld not be silenced at once in a strong slave-

holding community 1 I do not mean to blame
him i\)r it. Let us give him a fair hearing. The
slaveholder will state his political views substan-

tially as follows :

"On a point of astronomy, or chemistry, or

medicine, you may entertain and express wliat-

ever opinion you please ; but we cannot permit
you to discuss the relation between master and
servant, as it exists here in the slave states, for

in doing so you would endanger our safety and
undermine our social system. Our condition is

sucii that the slightest movement of insubordi-

nation once started, is apt to grow with uncon-
trollable rapidity ; we have, therefore, to guard
against everything that may start it; we cannot
allow free discussion of the subject ; we have to

remove from our midst every incendiary element

;

we cannot be e.xpected to tolerate opinions or per-

sons among us that are opposed to the ruling

order of tilings. Whenever a mischievous at-

tempt is made, we are obliged to rej)rcss it w^th
sueii energy and severity as to strike terror into

the liearts of those who might be capable of re-

peating the attempt. Our condition requires

the promptest action, and if, in cases of immi-
nent danger, the regular process of the courts

is too slow or uncertain, we are obliged to

resort to lynch law in order to supply its defi-

ciencies.
" Moreover, we must adopt our rules and cus-

toms of government to the peculiar wants of
our social oiganization. In order to be safe, we
must intrust the government in its general ad-

ministration, as well as its details, to those who,
by their own interests, are bound to be the natu-
ral guardians of the system. Hence our safety

requires that the political power in our states

should be put into the hands of slaveholders

;

and where we have no law to that effect, custom
upholds the rule.

" In order to put the political ascendancy of

those who are most interested in the preservation
of Slavery upon a solid basis, we must put down
anything that would produce and foster inde-

pendent aspirations among the other classes of
society. It would not only be insane to educate
the slaves, but highly dangerous to extend to the
great mass of poor white non-slaveholders the

means of education ; for in doing so we might
raise an element to influence and power, whose
interests are not identical with those of the slave-

holder. This is our policy of self-preservation,

and we are bound to enforce it."

. Sir, I mean to be just to the slaveholders
; and,

straTige as it may sound, as to the propriety of

their policy I agree with them. Having identi-

fied their social existence with the existence of
Slavery, they cannot act otherwise.

It is necessity that urges tliem on. It is true

that Slavery is an inflanmiable element. A stray

spark of thought or ho|)e may cause a terrible

conflagration. The torch of free speech and
press, which gives light to the house of Liberty,

•is very apt to set on fire ihe house of Slavery.

What is more natural than that the torch should

be extinguished where there is such an abun-
dance of explosive material 1

It is true that in a slaveholding community the
strictest subordination must be enforced, that the
maintenance of established order requires the
most rigorous preventive and repressive mea-
sures, which will not always allow of a strict

observance of ihe rules of legal process ; it is

equally true that the making and the execution
of the laws can be safely intrusted only to those
who, by their position, are bound to the ruling

interest ; true, that popular education is danger-
ous to the exclusive rule of an exclusive class

;

true, that men must be kept stupid in order to

be kept obedient. What is more consistent,

therefore, than that fundamental liberties should
be disregarded whenever they become dangerous

;

that the safeguards of human rights in the ad-
ministration of justice, should be set aside when-
ever the emergency calls for prompt and ener-

getic action ; that the masses should be left

uneducated, in order to give the slaveholding
Oligarchy an undisi)uted sway ? In one word,
that the rights, the liberties and the security of
the individual should have to yield to the para-

mount consideration of the safety of the ruling

inteiest'! All this is true; and accepting the
premises, all these necessities exist. You seem
startled at this proposition, and ask, What is the
institution that demands for its protection such
measures ? The Slave States are by no means
original in this respect. Look at the kingdom of

Naples, where the ruling power is governed by
similar exclusive interests, and acts on the same
instinct of self-preservation; does it not resort to

the same means 1 You tell me that the princi-

ples underlying our system of government are

very different from those of the kingdom of
Naples, and that the means of protection I spoke
of run contrary to the spirit of our institutions.

Indeed, so it seems to be. What does that prove ?

Simply this : That a social in.stitution which is

in antagonism with the principles of democratic
government, cannot be maintained and protected

by means which are in accordance with those

principles ; and on tho other hand, that a social

institution which cannot be protected by means
which are in accordance with the democratic
principles of our government, must essentially be
in antagonism to those ])rinciples. It proves that

the people in the slaveholding States, although
pretending to be freemen, are, by the necessities

arising from their condition, the slaves of Sla-<

very. That is all.

But I am told that the Slave States are sove-

reign, and may shape and govern their home
concerns according to their own notions, subject

only to the Constitution of the United States.

Granted. But the necessities of Slavery do not

stop there. The Slave States are members of a

federal family, and as the King of Naples in his ;

foreign policy is governed by his peculiar inte- ;

rests^ so is the policy of the Slave States in our i

federal affairs governed by their peculiar neces-

sities.
;

I hear much said of the aggressive spirit of the
'

Slave Power, but I am almost inclined to acquit 'l

it of that charge, for all its apparently aggressive
'

attempts are no less dictated by instinct of self-
j

preservation, than the most striking features of 'j

its home policy. ,;

Let us listen to the slaveholder again. He



says :
" What will Ijeccmie of the security of our

slave property, if inside of this Union a slave may
finally escape from the liands of his master, by
simply crossing tlie line of his State 1 But tlie

fanatical Anti-Slavery spirit prevailincr in tlie

Free States, will aTail itself of every facility the

commoh lei'al j)rocess affords, as the trial by jury

and the writ ol' habeas carpus, to aid the fugitive

in his escape. We are, therefore, obliged to

demand such legislation at the hands of our

General Government as will remove these obsta-

cles thrown in the way of the recai)ture of our
property, and oblige the citizens, by law, to assist

us in the re-ajjprehension of tlie fugitive, so the

(rial by jury and the writ of habeas cm-pus will

have to yield, and the good old common law

principle, that in all cases concerning life and
liberty, tl e presumption be in favor of liberty,

goes by thebnard." This may seem rather hard,

but is it not eminently consistent ?

The necessities of Slavery do not stop there.

Let us hear how the slaveholder proceeds :
" In

order to obtain such legislation from our national

councils, it is necessary that the piejudices

against Slavery existing in tlie Free States be

disarmed. It is imi>ossible that the slave inte-

rest should deem itself secure as long as a vio-

lent agitation is kept up against it, which contin-

ually troubles us at home, and exercises upon
the National Legislature an influence hostile to

Slavery. We are, therefore, obliged to demand
that measures be taken to stop that agitation."

Nothing more natural than that. The riaht of

petition, held sacred even by some desjiotic gov-

ernments, must be curtailed. Post- Office regu-

lations have to prevent the dissemination of

Anti Slavery sentiments by the newspapers. Even
HI the Free States willing instruments are found,

who urge the adoption of measures tending to

6U]ipress the very discussion of this question.

Laws are advocated in Congress (and that "cham-
pion of free labor," Douglas, takes the lead),

making it a criminal oftense to organize associa-

tions hostile to Slavery, and emjjowering the

Genei-al Government to suppress them by means
of a centralized police. [Loud cheers.] This

may seem snmewliat tyrannical, Imt is it not emi-
nently consistent 1 [Applause

]

But in order to succeed in this. Slavery needs
a controlluig power in the General Government.
It cannot e.vpect to persuade us, so it must try to

subdue and rule us. Hear the slaveholder :
" It

is impossible that we should consider our inter-

ests safe in this Union, unless the political equi-
librium between the Free and Slave States be re-

stored. If tlie Free States are permitted to in-

crease and the Slave States stand still, we shall

be completely at the mercy of a hostile majority.
We are therefore obliged to demand accessions
of territory out of which new Slave States can
be formed, so as to increase our representation
in Congress, and to restore the equilibrium of
power." Nothing more sensible. The acquisi-

tion of foreign countries, such as Cuba and the
Northern States of Mexico, is demanded, and, if

they cannot be obtained by fair jmrchase and di-

pliimatic transaction, war must be resorted to;
and, if the majority of the i)eo])le are not in-

clined to go to war, our international relations

must be disturbed by fillibustering expeditions,
precipitating, if possible, this country into wars,
thus forcing the peaceable or cheating the enthu-

siastic into subserviency to the plans of the Slave

Power You may call tliis piracy, disgracing us

in the eyes of the civilized world. But can you
deny that Slavery needs power, and that it can-

not obtain that power except by extension ?

So, pressed by its necessities, it lays its hand
upon our national territories. Time-honored com-
]iacts, hemming in Slavery, must be abrogated.

The Constitution must be so constiucd as to give

Slavery unlimited sway over our national d(.main.

Hence your Neliraska ])ills and Dred Scott deci-

sions, and Slave Code platforms. You may call

that atrocious, but can you deny its consistency ?

"But," adds the slaveliolder, "of what u.se is

to us the abstract right to go with our slave jiro-

perty into the Territories, if you pass laws which
attract to the Territories a class of population

that will crowd out Slavery ;
if you attract to

tliem the foreign Immigrant by granting liim the

immediate enjoyment of political rights; if you
allure the pauper from all parts of the slobe by
your preemption laws and homestead bills 1 We
want the negro in the Teiritories. You give us

the foreign immigrant. Slavery cannot exist ex-

cept with the system of laige farms, and your
homestead bills establish tlie system of small

farms, with which free labor is inseparably con-

nected. We are, therefore, obliged to demand
that all such mischievous projects be abandoned."

Nothing more plausible. Hence the right of the

laboring man to acquire property in the soil by
his labor is denied

;
your homestead bills voted

down, and the blight of opfnessive speculation

fastened upon your virgin soil, and attemjits arc

made to deprive the foreign im.migrant in the

Territories of the immediate eiijoyment of jjoliti-

cal liglits, which, in the primitive state of social

organization, are esseritial to his existence. All

this in order to give Slavery a chance to obtain

possession of our national domain. This may
seem rather hard. But can you deny that Sla-

very for its own protection needs power in the

general government 1 That it cannot obtain that

power except by increased representation 1 That

it cannot increase its representation except by
conquest and extension over the Territories 1 and

that with this policy all measures are incompati-

ble which bid fair to play the Territories into the

hands of free labor 1

This is not all. Listen to the slaveholder once

more :
" Our states," he tells us, " are essentially

asricultural producing states. We have liut lit-

tle commerce, and still less manufacturing in-

dustry. All legislation tending to benefit the

commercial and manufacturing interests princi-

pally, is therefore to our immediate prejudice.

It will oblige us to contribute to the growth and

prosperity of the free states at our expen'-c, and

consequently turn the balance of political powei

still more against us. We are, therefore, oblised

to demand that all attempts to promote, by federal

legislation, the industrial interest, be given up."

Nothing more logical. The system of .slave

labor has ricver jjermitted them to recognize

and develop the harmony of agricultural and

industrial and commercial jiursuits. What is

more natural, than that they should seek to give

the peculiar economical inteiest in whicli their

superiority consists, the preponderance in our

economical policy"? Hence their unrelenting

opposition to all legislation tending to develop

the peculiar resources of the free states.



Hei'e let ns pause. Is there anytliins strange
or sill prisiiin; ill all tliis 1 Yon may call it nnifl-

ness, but iliere is method in this madness. The
slave |)i)\vcr is impelled hy the irrepressible pow-
er of necessity. It cannot exist unless it lules,

and it cannot rule unless it keeps do\Mi its oppo-
nents. All its demands and arts are in strict

harmony with its interests and attributes; they
are the natural growth of its existence. I rei>e:it,

I am williiirr to acqtiit it of the charge of willful

aggiession
;

I am willing to concede that it strug-

gles for sclf-|)ieservation
;
but now the momen-

tous question arises, how do the means which
Beem to be indispensable for the self-preservation

of Shivery agree with the existence and interests

of free-labor society ?

Sir, if Mr. H;immond of South Carolina, or

Mr. Blown of .Mississippi, had listened to me,
Would the}' not be obliged to give me credit for

having stated their case fairly 1 Now listen to

me, wlii!e I stale our own.
Cast your eyes over that great bee-hive, called

the fwe states See by the raihoad and the tele-

graphic wire every village, almost every back-
wood cottage, drawn within the immediate reach
of pionjiessive civilization. Look over our grain

fields, but lately a lonesome wilderness, where
machinery is almost superseding the labor of the

human hand
; over our workshops, whose aspect

is almost daily chatiiied by the magic touch of
inventive ijenius; over our fleets of merchant
vessels, numerous enough to make the whole
world tributary to our prosperity ; look ufxni
our society, where by popular education and the
continual change of condition, the dividing lines

between ranks and classes are almost obliterated

;

look upon our system of public instruction,

which places even the lowliest child of the peo-
ple upon the high road of progressive advance-
ment; upon our rapid growth and expansive
prosperity, which is indeed subject to rever.ses

and checks, hut contains such a wonderful ferti-

lity of lesiiurces, that every check is a mere incen-
tive for new enter])rise, every reverse but a mere
opportunity for the development of new powers.
To what do we owe all this? First and foremost

to tli.Tt [lerfcet fieedoin of inciuiry which acknow-
led.'ios nil iu!es hut tliose of logic, no limits but
those thai bound the faculties of the human
mind. [Cheers.] Its magic consists in its uni-

versality. To it we owe the harmony of our pro-
gressive movement in all its endless ramifications.

IS'o single science, no single practical puisuit ex-
ists in our day indei)eiidently of all other scien-

ces, all o her practical pursuits. This is the age
of the solidarity of progress. Set a limit to the
freedom of inquiry in one direction and you de-
stroy tlte harmony of its propelling action. Give
us the Roman inquisition, which forbids Galileo
Galites to think that the earth moves round the
sun, and he has to interrupt and give up the
splendid train of his discoveries, and their influ-

ence ujion all other branches of science is lost

;

he has to give it up, or he must fight the inquisi-

tion. [Cheers.] Let the slave power or any other
political or economical interest tell us that we
must think, and say, and invent, and discover
nothing which is against its demands—and we
must interrupt and give up the harmony of our
progressive development, or fight the tyrannical
pretension, whatever shade it may assume. [Loud
"Cheers.]

Believing, as we do, that the moral and ideal

development of man is the true aim and end of
human society, we must preserve in theii' effl-

cicncy the means which serve thatend. In (nder
to secure to the freedom of inquiry its full pro-

ductive power, we must surround it with all the
safeguards which ])oruical institutions aftiird. As
we cannot set a limit to the activity of oui ininds,

so we cannot muzzle our mouths or fetter the

l)ress with a censorship. [At)plause.] We cannot
arrest or restrain the discussion of the question,

what system of labor, or what organization of
society promotes best the moral and intcUcctual

development of man. [Loud applause.] We can-
not deprive a single individual <jf the privileges

which protect him in the free exercise of his fa-

culties, and the enjoyment of his ritjht, so long as

these faculties are not employed to the detriment
of the rights and liberties of oi hers. Our oi-gani-

zation of society resting upon equal rights, we
find our security in a general sys'ein of popular
education which fitsall foran iutclli^ent exercise

of those rights. This is the home j)ulicy of free

lalior society. This policy in our federal aHairs

must necessarily correspond. Deeminsi free and
intelligent labor the only safe basis of society, it

is our duty to expand its blessings over all the

territory w-illiin our reach ; seeing our own pros-

perity advanced by the prosperity of our neigh-

bors, we must endeavor to plant ui)on our bor-

ders a system of labor which answers in that re-

spect. Do we recognize the right of the labor-

ing man to the soil he cultivates and shield him
against oppressive speculation'? Seeing in the

harmonious development of all branches of labor

a source of progress and power, we mustado[)ta
policy which draws to liijlit the resources of the

land, gives work to our workshops and security

to our commerce. These are the principles and
views governing our policy.

Slaveholders, look at this i)icture, and at this.

Can the difference escape your observation ] You
may say, as many have said, that there is indeed

a difference of princijiles, but not necessarily an
antagonism of interests. Look again.

Your social system is founded ujion forced la-

bor, ours upon free labor. Slave labor cannot

exist together with freedom of inquiry, and so

you demand the restriction of that freedom
; free

labor cannot exist without it, and so we main-

tain its inviolability. Slave labor demands the

setting aside of the safeguards of in<lividual

liberty, for the purpose of upholdinii suboidina-

tion and piotectins slave ])ioperty
;
free labor

demands their j)reservation- as essential and in-

dispensable to its existence and progressive de-
;

velopment. Slavery demands extension hy an
aggressive foreign policy; free labor demands

\

an honorable peace and friendly inteicoui>e with \

the world abroad for its commerce, and a peace- J

able and undi.sturbed development, of our re- k

sources at home for its agriculture and industry. '

Slavery demands extension over national terri-

tories for the purpose of gaining political jiower

;

free labor demands the national domain for

working men for the purpose of spreadinjr the

blessings of liberty and civilization. Slavery

therefore opposes all measures tending to secure

the soil to the actual laborer; fiee labor there-

fore recognizes the right of the settler to the

soil, and demands measures protecting him
against the pressure of speculation. Slavery de-



mauds the absolute ascendency of the planting

interest in our ecimoniical policy ; fi'ee labor de-

mands leoislaiioti tending to develop all the

resources of the land, and to harmonize the a^ri-

ciiltunil, commercial and industrial interests.

Slavery demands the control of the General Gov-
ernment fur its special protection and the pro-

motion of its peculiar interests; fiee labo* de-

mands tlint the General Government be adminis-

tered for the purpose of securing to all the bless-

ings of liberty, and for the promotion of the

general uelfare. [Tiemendous applause ] Sla-

ve: y demands the recognition of its divine right;

free laboi' reci>iznizes no divine right but that

of till' lilerty of all men. [Loud cheers]
AVith line word, Slo.very der/uinds for its protec-

tion ojid perpetuatio7i a syi^tem ofpoliry which is

utterly incompntible with the prjwf?'p?es iipon

which the organization of Free Labor society

rests. There is the anlaaonism. That is the

essence of the "irrepressible conflict." It is a

conflict of principles underlying interests, al-

ways the same, whether appearing as a moral,

economical, or political question. Mr. Douglas
boasted that he could repress it with police mea-
sures; he might as well try to fetter the winds

witli a rope. TIjc Soutli mean to repress it with
derisions of the Su|)reme Court; tlicy might as

well, like Xerxes, try to subdue the waves of the

ocean by throwing chains into the water. [Ap-
plause

]

The conflict of constitutional constructions is

indeed but a mere incident of the great strusale—a mere symptom of the crisis. Long before

tlie Slavery question in the form of an abstract

constiuitional controversy agitated the public

mind, the conflict of interests rased in our na-

tional councils. What mattered it that the

strnsgle about the encouragement of home in-

dustiy and internal improvements was not osten-

sibly carried on under the firm of pro and anti

slavery 1 Wliat mattered it that your new-
fannled constiuitional doctrines were not yet in-

vented, wlien Slavery tried to expand by the

annexation of foreign countries 1 that no Died
Scott decision was yet cooked up, when the right

of jietition was curtailed, when attempts were
made to arrest the discussion of the Slavery
question all over the Union, and when the trial

by jury and the writ of habeas cor[)us was over-

ridden by tlie Fugitive Slave Law 1 And even
lately, when the Slave Power with one gigantic
grasp attempted to seize the whole of our na-

tional domain, what else was and is your new
constitutional doctrine but an ill-dissuised at-

tempt to clothe a long-cherished design with the

color of law 1

Read your history with an impartial eye, and
you will find that the consi ruction of the Con-
stituMon always shaped itself according to the
prevailing moral impulses or the predominance
of material over political interests. The logic of
our nunds is Imt too apt to folhjw in the track of
oui- sympaihies and aspirations. It was when
the Soutli had control of our government, that
acts weie [jassed for the raising of duties on
imports, for the creation of a national bank, and
in aid of the American shipping interest. It was
under the lead of the Soutli, that the sysiems of
internal improvement and of the proteciion of
home industry were inaugurated; it was the
Souili no letis than tlie North, that insisted upon

and exercised the power of Congress to exclndo
Slavery from the Territories. So long as these

measures seemed to asree with the predominant
interest, there seemed to be no question about
their constitutionality. Even Mr. Calhouii him-
self said in one of his most celebrateil s| eeihes,

delivered in the session of 1815-16, " That it was
the duty of the Government, as a means of de-

fense, to encouraoe the domestic industry of the

country." But as soon as it was found out that

this policy redounded more to the beTicfit of free

labor, than that f>f the unenterjirisins Soutli. then

the same men who had inaugurated it, «oiked
its overthrf)w on the plea that it was at war with

the principles of the Constitution, [Murmurs of

applause.] Ihe constitutionality of the Ordi-

nance of 1787, was never questioned as long as

the prevailing sentiment of the S<iuth ran against

the jierpetuation of Slavery. The Missoui i Com-
promise was held as sacred and in\iolable as the

Constitution itself, so long as it served to intro-

duce Slave States into this Union; but no sooner

were, by virtue of its provisions, FreeTerritoiies

to be organized, than its unconstitutionality was
at once discovered.

The predominance of interests determines the

construction of the Consiitution. So it was and
so it ever will be. Only those who remained true

to the original programme of the fathers, re-

mained true to the original construction. Decide

the contest of principles underlying interests,

and the conflict of constitutional constructions

will settle itself. This way seems a dantrerous

jxilitical theory. It is not an article of my creed

—not a matter of principle—but a matter <jf ex-

perience; not a doctrine, but a fact.

Thus the all-pervading antagonism stands

before us, gigantic in its dimensions, growing
every day in the awful proportions of its prob-

lems, involving the character of our itistitutions;

involving our relations with tlie world ahioad;
involving our peace, our rights and libeities at

home : isivolving our growth and prosperity

;

involving our moral and political existence as a
nation.

How^ short-sighted, how childish are those who
find its origin in artificial agitation'? As tlioush

we could produce a tempest by blowing our noses,

or an earthquake by stamping our f)uny feet

upon the ground. [Laugliter.^ But how to

solve, how to decide itl Let us pass in leview

our political i)arties, and the remedies they pro-

fiose. There we encounter the so-called Union
liarty, with Bell and Everett who tell us the best

way to settle the conflict is to ignore it. [Laugh-
ter".]

Ignore it! Ignore it, when attempts are made
to plunge the country into war and disgrace for

the purpose of Slavery extension! ]gn<ire it,

when Slavery and free labor wage their fierce

war about the possession of the national diniain!

Ignore it, when the liberties of speech and press

are attacked ! Isnore it, when tlie actual settler

claims the virgin soil, and the slaveholding capi-

talists claim it also! Ignore it, when the jilant-

ing interest seeks to establish and mainiain its

exclusive supremacy in oui- economi<al iiolicyl

Ignore it, indeed ! Isnore the fire that consumes
the corner-posts of your liouse ! Ignore the

storm tliat breaks the rudder and tears to t.iiters

tl'e sails of your ship! Conjme the tovolted

elements vkith a meek Mount Vernon lecture!



Pour upon the furious waves tlie i)lacid oil of a

quotation from Washington's farewell address!

[Cheers and laugliter.]

It is true they tell us they will enforce the laws

and the Constitution well enough ! But what
laws ? Those that free labor demand, or those

that Slavery gives US'? What Constitution?

That of Washington and Madison, or that of

Slidell, Douglas and Taney ^ [Loud and long

continued cheerintr.]

The conflict stands there with the stubborn,

brutal force of reality. However severely it

may disturb the nerves of timid gentlemen,
]

there it stands and speaks the hard, stern lan-

guage of fact. I understand well that great

problems and responsibilities should be ap-

proached with care and caution. But times like

these demand the firm actions of men who know
what they will, and will it, not that eunuch
policy, which, conscious of its own unproduc-
tiveness, invites us blandly to settle down into

the imbecile contentment of general impotency.

They cannot ignore the conflict if they would,

but have not nerve enough to decide it if they

could.

The next party that claims our attention is the

so-called Democracy. As it is my tibject to dis-

ctiss the practical, not the constitutional merits

of the problem before us, I luight ])ass over the

divisions existing in that organization. In fact,

the point which se])arates Mr. Douglas from Mr.

Breckinridge is but a mere quibble, a mere mat-

ter of etiquette. Mr. Douglas is unwilling to

admit in words what he has a hundred times ad-

mitted in fact, for, can yoit tell me, vvliat practi-

cal difference in the world there is between direct

and indiiect intervention by Congress in favor of

Slavery, and that kind of non-intervention by
Congress which merely consists in making room
for direct intervention by the Supreme Court 1

And besides, in nearly all practical measures of

policy Mr. Douglas is regularly to be found on
the side of the extreme South. Like tliat great

statesman of yours (I beg your pardon, gentle-

men, for alluding to him in decent political com-
pany), he always votes agahisl measures for the

encouragement of home industry, perhaps be-

cause he does not understand them. [Laughter.]

He is one of the firmest sui>porters of the ascen-

dency of the planters' interest in our economical

qtiestions ; and as to the extension of Slavery

by conquest and annexation, the wildest fillibus-

ters may always count upon his tenderest sjmi-

pathies.

So I say I might have ignored him, if he had not

succeeded in ci'eating the most deafening of noises

with the hollowest of drums. [Loud cheers.]

He proposes to "repress tlie irrepressible con-

flict " with what he emphatically styles " his

great principle." At first he defined it as " self-

government of the people in the territories;"

but it became soon apparent that under his great

jirinciple the people of the territories were gov-

erned by anybody but self, a.nd he called it

"poiiular sovereignty." It soon turned out that

this kind of sovereignty was not very popular,

after all, and he called it "non-intervention."

[Laughter.] Methinks something will intervene,

pretty soon, and he will strain his imagination

for another name, if it be worth while at all to

christen a thing which never had any tangible

existence.

But if we may believe him, his " great princi-

ple," and nothing but his " great |)rinciple," will

settle the irrepressible conflict, restore peace and
harmony to the nation, and save the Union—and,

in fact, Mr. Douglas is about the only one among
the Presidential candidates who insists that there

is an immediate necessity of saving that ancient

institution.

Let us judge the merits of his great principle

by its results : Has it secured to the inhabitants

of the teriitories the right of self-government 1

Never were the people of a territory subject to a
despotism more arbitrary, and to a violence more
lawless and atrocious, than were the peoi)le of

Kansas, after the enactment of the Nebraska bill.

Has it removed the slavery question from the

halls of Congress "? The fight has never raged
with greater fierceness, atid Congress came hardly

ever so near debating with bowie knives and re-

volvers, as about the questions raised by the Ne-
braska bill. Has it established safe and uniform

rules for the construction of the constitution 1 It

has set aside the construction put upon the con-

stitution by those who framed it; and for the

rest, let Mr. Douglas give you his opinion on the

Dred Scott decision. Has it given peace and
harmony to the country by repressing the irre-

pressible conflict '? Alas! poor great principle!

this harangue of peace and harmony inflamed the

irrejuessil'le conflict, even inside of tlie Demo-
cratic party, and rent into two sections an organ-

ization which claimed the exclusive privilege of

nationality.

These were its immediate results. It is true,

Mr. D(Uiglas accuses his adversaries of having

created the disturbance. Certainly; if the whole

American nation had bowed their heads in silent

obedience before Mr. Douglas' mandates, there

would have been no strife. Mr. Slidell, Mr. Bu-
chanan, and Mr. Breckinridge, may say the same

;

so may the emperor of Austria and the king of

Naples. Such men are apt to be disturbed by
op()onents, and Mr. Douglas need not be sur-

prisefl if he has a few! The true source of the

difficulty was this: The Kansas-Nebrar^ka bill was
thrown as an ambiguous, illogical measure, be-

tween two antagonistic interests, each of which

construed it for its own advantage. It brought

the contesting forces together, face to face, '

without offering a clear ground upon which to

settle the conflict. Thus it quickened and inten-

sified the struggle, instead of allaying it. Hence
its total failure as a harmonizing measure.

.;

What, then, is its positive result 1 As to its

practical importance in the conflict between Free ;

and Slave Labor, Mr. Douglas himself enlightens

us, as follows

:

" Has the South heen escluded from all the territory
;

acquired from Mexico ? What says the bill from the j

Hoaso of Representatives now on your table, repealing
\

the slave code in New Mexico established by the people I

themselves ? It is part of the history of the country
that under this doctrine of non-intervention, 'this doo- i

trine that you delight to call Squatter Sovcre1i,mty, the !

people of New Mexico have introduced and protected
Slavery in the whole of that Territory. Under this

doctrine, they have converted a tract of Free territory

into Slave territorv. more than five times t.he size of
the State of New York. Under this doctrine, Slavery
has been extended from the Rio Grande to the Gnlf of
California, and from the line of the Republic of Mesico,
not only up to .36= .30', but up to 3S'-"—giving you a de-

gree and a half more Slave Territory than yo\i ever
claimed. In 1848 and 1849 and 1.S50, you only asked to

have the line of 3*5" 30'. The Nashville Convention
fixed that as its ultimatum. I offered it in the Senate
in August, 181S, and it was adopted here but rejected



in the House of Representatives. You asked only up
to 3fi° 30', and non-intervention has given you Slave

Territory up to liS", a decree and a half more than you
asked, and yet you say this is a sacrifice of Southern
rights.

^' These are the fruits of this principle which the

Senator from Mississippi regards as hostile to the

rights of the South. Where did you ever get any other

fruits that were more palatable to your taste, or more
refreshing to your strength ? What other inch of Free
Territorvlias been converted into Slave Territory on
the American Continent, since the Revolution, except

in New Mexico and Arizona, under the principle ol

non-interventioB affirmed at Charleston ? If it is true

that this principle of non-intervention has conferred

npon von all that immense territory; has protected

Slavery in that comparatively northern and cold region

where you did not expect it to go. cannot you trust the

eame principle further South, when you come to ac-

quire additional territory from Mexico. If it be true

that this principle of n"on-intervention has given to

Slavery all New Mexico, which was surrounded on
nearly every side by Free Territory, will not the same
principle protect you in the Northern States of Mexico
when they are acquired, since they are now surrounded
by Slave "Territory !"

Indeed 1 This, then, is the practical solution

of the difficulty which Mr. Douglas proposes.

The " great principle of non-intervention," which,

according to his own te.stiraon}', strengthens

Slavery, by increasing the number of Slave

States, and their representation and power in our

Genei-al Government ; to which is to be added

the amiexation of Cuba and the Northern States

of Mexico, out of which an additional number of

Slave States is to be carved. But his Northern

friends say that he is the champion of Free labor

—and they are honcjrable men.
Oh, what a deep-seated, overweening confidence

Mr. Douglas, when he made this statement, must
have had in the unfathomable, desperate, incor-

rigible stupidity of those Northern Democrats

who support him for the purpose of bafHing and

punishing the fire-eaters of the South. Good
innocent souls, do they not see that by support-

ing Mr. Douglas's policy, which throws into the

lap of Slavery, Territory after Territory, they

Avill strengthen and render more overbearing the

very same Slave Power they mean to l)affle and

punish? Do they not see that they are prepar-

ing a lash for their own backs 1 It is true, when
they feel it, and they deserve to feel it, they may
console themselves with the idea that it is a whip

of tiieir own manufacture!

At last we arrive at the programme of the

Slave Power in its o))en and undisguised forms,

of which Mr. Breckinridge is the representative

and Mr. Douglas the servant, although he does

cot wear its livery, except on occasions of state.

This programme is as follows : The agitation

of the Slavery question North and South is to

be arrested; the Fugitive Slave law, in its pre-

sent form, is to be strictly carried out, and all

State legislation impeding its execution to be re-

pealed ; the Constitutional ristht of Slaverj' to

occupy the Territories of the United States, and
to be protected there is to be acknowledged ; all

measures tending to imjiede tiie ingress of

Slavery, and its establishment in the Territories,

are to be abandoned ; the opposition to the con-

quest and annexation of foreign countries out of

which more slave states can be formed, is to be

given up; the economical policj' of the planting

interest to the exclusion of the encouragement
of home industry, is to become the ruling policy

of the country.

This is the Southern solution of the irrepressi-

ble conflict.

This programme possesses at least the merit

of logic. The logic of Slavery and Despotism

against the logic of Free Labor and Liberty.

The issue is plainly made up. Free labor is

summoned to submit to the measures which

Slavery deems necessary for its perpetuation.

We are called upon to adapt our laws and sys-

tems of policy, and the whole development of

our social organization, to the necessities and

interests of slavery. We are summonr.cl to sur-

render. Let us for a moinent judge the people

of the free states by the meanest criterion we
can think of; let us apply suppositions to them,

which, if applied to ourselves, we would consider

an insult.

If the people of the free states were so devoid

of moral sense as not to distinguish between

right and wrong; so devoid of generous impulses

as not to sympathize with the downtrodden and

degraded ; so devoid of manly pride as to be

naFurally inclined to submit to everybody who
was impudent enough to assume the command

—

tell me, even in this worst, this most disgusting

of all contingencies, could free labor quietly

submit to the demands of the Slave Power so

long as it has a just appreciation of its own inte-

rests 1 If we did not care, either for other peo-

ple's rights nor for our own dignity, can we sub-

mit as long as we care for our own pockets 1

Surrender the privilege of discussing our social

problems without restraint ! Be narrowed down
to a given circle of ideas, which we shall not

transgress ! Do we not owe our growth, and

prosperity, and power, to that freedom of inquiry

which is the source of all progress and improve-

ment 1

Surrender the national territories to Slavery '

Do we not owe our growth and prosperity to tiie

successful labor of our neighbors just as well as

our own? Shall we consent to be surrounded

and hemmed in with thriftless connnunities,

whose institutions retard their growth, and

thereby retard our own 1 Abandon all laws like

the Homestead bill, tending to establish free

labor on our national domain! Shall we thus

cjive up the rights of labor, and destroy the in-

heritance of our children 1

Give up our opposition to the extension of

Slavery by the conquest of foreign countries

!

Shall we squander the blood of our sons and the

marrow of the land in destructive wars, for the

profit of the enemies of free labor, while it is a

peaceful development to which we owe our power

in the world ? Adopt the exclusive economical

policy of the planting interest ! Shall our mineral

wealth sleep undeveloped in the soil 1 Shall our

water-powers run idle, and the bustle of our fac-

tories cease 1 Shall the immense laboring f.irce

in our increasing population be deprived of ilse

advantage of a harmonious development of all the

branches of human labor 1 Shall we give up

our industrial and commercial independence from

the world abroad 1 Impossible ! It camiot be

thouaht of! Even the most debased and sub-

missive of our doughfaces cannot submit to it a.f

soon as the matter comes to a practical test ; and

therefore the success of the Southern progi annne

will never biing about a final decision of the con-

flict. Suppose we were beaten in the present

electoral contest, would that decide the conflict

of interests forever 1 No! Thanks to the nobler

impulses of human nature, our consciences would



not let us sleep ; thanks to the good sense of the

people, their progressive interests would not

suffer them to give up the struggle. The power
of resistance, the elasticity of free society, can-

not be exhausted by one, cannot be anniiiilated

by a liundred defeats. Why 1 Because it re-

ceives now impulses, new inspirations from every

day's work ; it marclies on in harmony with the

spirit of the age.

Tliere is but one way of .settling the "irre-

pressible conflict." It is not by resisting the

spirit of the times, and by trying to neutralize

Its impelling power; for you attempt "hat in

vain ; hut it is hy neutralizing the obstacles which
have thrown themselves into its path. There is

no otlier. The irrepressible conflict will rage
with unabated fury until our social and political

development is harmonized with the irrepressible

tendency of the age.

That is the solution which the Republicans
propose. Their programme is simple and con-

sistent :

Protection of our natural and constitutional

rights.

Non-interference with the social and political

institutions existing by the legislation of sove-

reign States. Exclusion of Slavery from the

national Territories ; they must be free because
they are national. [Immense cheering]
Promoiion and expansion of free labor by the

Homestead bill, and the encouragement of home
industry. [Cheering renewed.]

Will this effect a settlement of the conflict.

Let the fatliers of this Republic answer the ques-
tion, and I will give you tlie Southern construc-

tion of their policy. In a debate which occurred
in the Senate of the United States, on the 23d of

January, Mr. Mason of Virginia said: " Now, as

far as concerns our ancestry, I am satisfied of

this—they were not Abolitionists. On the con-

trary, I believe this was tlieir opinion : their pre-

judice was aimed against the foreign slave-

tiade, the African slave-trade, and their belief

was, that cutting that off", Slavery would die

out of itself, without any act of abolition. I

attemptel at one time to show, by the lecorded
opinions of Mr. Madison, that the famous Ordi-

nance of 1787, so far as it prohibited Slavery

in tlie territory north-west of the Ohio, was
aimed at the African slave-trade, and at that

alone; the idea being, that if they would restrict

the area into which slaves would be introduced
from al)road, they wouM, to that extent, prevent

tlie imi)ortation of slaves; and that, when it was
altogether prevental, the condition of Slavery
would die out of itself; but tlrey were not Abo-
litionists, far less within the meaning and spirit

of the Abolitionists of the {)resent day."
Well, I am willing to accept this, as it stands,

and .Mr. Mason may certainly be considered good
Bouthorii auihority. I will not stoj) to investi-

gate the depth and extent of tlie Anti-SIavevy

eentimenis of such men as Franklin, who was the

father of an Abolition society, and of Washing-
ton, who expressed his desire " to see Slavery
abolished by law ;" I am satisfied with Mr.
Mason's admission.

This, then, is what the fathers intended to

effect, to bring about a state of things by which
Slavery would die out of itself. Wjri.it else do
We wantl '"You mean, then." I am asked, "to
adopt a policy which will work the peaceful and

gradual extinction of Slavery?" And I answer,
" Yes ; for if we do not, we shall have to submit
to a policy which will work the gradual extinc-

tion of liberty." There is the dilemma. Our
answer is understood. If Washington, MadLsoa
and Jefferson were Abolitionists, we are. Mr.
Mason says they were not; well, then, we are

not, for our policy has been theirs, and theirs

has become ours. [Loud cheers.]

Will this policy effect a solution of the con-

flict! It will ; because it will harmonize our so-

cial and political development with the tendency
of our age, by neutralizing the obstacles that

stand in its way.
But I am told that these obstacles refuse to be

neutralized. They will resist. Resist by what 1

By dissolving the Union The dissolution of the

Union ! This spectre has so long haunted the

imaginations of^ superstitious people, that it is

time, at last, to anatomize the bloodless body.

They threaten to dissolve the Union. Why 1

First, because we do not stop the agitation of the

Slavery question. It is true, we do discuss every

social problem that presents itself to our consid-

eration ; we agiiate it, and we do not mean to

stop. And, therefore, slaveholders, you will dis-

solve the Union ! Do you think we shall make
haste to stop the agitation—to muzzle our moutha
and our press—after you have dissolved it 1 Uni-

ted as we are with you at present, we certainly

are not devoid of fraternal sympathy ; but let

the acrimonious feeling arising from a divorce

embitter our relations, will not the agitation,

which annoys you noiv, be a hundred times more
dangerous to j'ou then? [Cheers.]

Second. You tiireaten to dissolve the Union,

because we do not show sufficient alacrity in the

catching of fugitive slaves. True, we are not

much inclined to perform for the slaveholder a
menial, dirty service, which he would hardly

stoop to do for himself. [Enthusiastic cheering.]

And, therefore, you will dissolve the Union ! Do
you not see that, while now, indeed, a great many
slaves escape, the North would, after a dissolu-

tion, scorn to surrender a single onel Would
not what is now the Canada line be removed
right to the banks of the Ohiol

Thirdly. You threaten the dissolution of the

Union, because we do not mean to surrender the

lerritories to slavery. True, we mean to use

every corjstitutional means within our reach to

save them for free labor. And, therefore, you
will dissolve the Union ! Do you think that, after

a dissolution, we shall courteously invite slavery

to make itself comfortable on our national do-

main 1 As things are now, '' champions ()f free

labor," such as Douglas, may occasionally offer

you a chance to acquire for slavery a territory

" five times as large as the State of New Yoi k,"

but will that be po.ssible aAer the Union is dis-

solved 1 Mark well what position the North will

take if by a revolutionary act against our Na-
tional Govermnent, you should attempt to cut

loose from the Uin'on. The territories are the

pr()perty of the Union as such; tho.se wlm, in a
revolutionary way, desert the Union, give up
their right to the property of tlie Union. That
property, the territories, will remain where the

Union remains, and the .slave power would do
well first to consider how much blood it can spare,

before it attempts to strip the Union of a single

square foot of ground. [Tremendous cheers.]



Thus, while, according to Judse Douglas, you
now have a chance to acquire slave tenitorj' by
the operation of iiis " great principle," that

chance will be entirely gone as soon as by a se-

cession you give up the least shadow of a right to

tlie property of the Union.
Lastly, you threaten to dissolve the Union, if

the North refuses to .submit to the exclusive

ecoi:omical policy of the planting interest. You
want to establish the commercial and industrial

independence of the Slaveliolding States. For
years you have held Southern Conventions, and
passed resolutions to that effect. You resolved

not ti) purchase any longer the jiroducts of Nor-

thern industrial lal)or, but to build your own
factories; not to carry on your exporting and
importing trade any longer by norihern ships,

but to establish steamship lines and commeicial
connections of your own. Well enough. Why
did you not do it. aftei' having resolved itl Was
it want of money"? You have an abundance of

it. Was it want of determination 1 Your reso-

lutioivs displayed the fiercest zeal. What was it,

then 1 And, indeed, the failure is magnificently

complete. Senator Mason's homesjjun coat,

se'.vii witli Yaidvee thread and needle, adorned
with Yankee buttons, hangs in the closet, a lone

star in solitary splendor. [Loud laughter.] 'Af
tcr trying to establish a large shoe factory for

the South, you came after a while to the irresis-

tible conclusion that you must wear Massachu-
Betis shoes and boots or go barefooted. And
even yiuir Norfolk steamships are nt)t launched
yet from the dry docks of Southern imagination.

[Lauglitei-.] How is this? I will tell you. The
very same institution for the protection and jier-

petuation of whicii you want to establish your
commercial and industrial independence is in-

com|)atible with commercial and industrial labor

and enterprise.

For this there are several excellent reasons.

First, that class of your society whicli lules and
wants to perpetuate its rule, does not consist of

working men. The inspiration of regular acti-

vity is foreign to their minds. Living upon the

forced labor of others, they find their i>ride in

being gentlemen of leisure. But it requires

men of a superior orgainzation to make leisure

productive; men of the ordinary stamp, who
have too much leisure for doing something, will

in most cases do nothing. But it requires ac-

tive labor to make us understand and appreciate
labor; and we must understand and appreciate
labor in order to be able to direct labor. Hence
the slaveholders caimot take the lead in such a
commercial and industrial movement without
changing the nature of their condition. But
you may object, that they can at least encourage
commeicial industry, and leave the executior. of
their i)lans and wishes to others. Lideed! But
you must not forget, that in modern times the
most active and enterprising class of society, as
soon as it becomes numerous, will inevitalily be-
C(mie the ruling class. How can, therefore the
slaveholders do as you say, without underminina
the foundation of their own ascendency 7 But
it is just that ascendency by which they mean
not to weaken but to fortify. Do not bring
forward this city of St. Louis as proof to the
contrary. Your commerce and your industry
are indeed largely developed, althonah Missouri
is a Slave State, but do you not see that in the

same measure as they rise, the ascendency of the

Slave Power disappears 1 [Repeated cheering.]

Thus this has become a free city on slave soil.

But this is not all. Not only are the slave-

holders, as a class, unfit to direct the commercial
and industrial movement, but their system of

labor is unfit to carry it out. Commerce and
industry, in order to become independent, need
intdUgent labor. In the North everj' laborer

thinks, and is required to think. In the South
the laborer is forbidden to thiidc, lest he think

too much, for thought engenders aspirations.

[Laughter and applause.] With us, progress

and enterprise derive their main support, their

strongest imjiulses, from the intellectual devel-

o[)ment of the working classes. We do not

dread the asjiirations arising from it; it is the

source of our piosperity and, at the same time,

of our safety. Our laboring man must be a free

man, in order to be what he ought to be—an in-

telligent laborer. Therefore we educate him for

liberty by our systen) of public instruction. In

the South, the intellectual development of tho

laboring classes, necessary for intelligent labor,

would create aspirations dangerous to your do-

mestic institutions. Your laboring man must be

a brute in order to remain what you want him
to be—a slave. Therefore you withhold from

him all means of intellectual development.

Among our farms and workshops there stands ai.

institution from which oiio' system of labor de
rives its inspirations ; that is our school-house,

wlieie our free laborers are educated. On yout
plantation fields there stands another institution

from which y(Uir system of labor deiives its in

spirations; and that is i/ow?' school-house, where
your slaves are flogged. And you speak of es-

tablishing the commercial and industrial inde-

pendence of the Slaveliolding States ! Do you
not see, that in order to do this, you must adapt

yc)ur system of labor to that purpose, by making
the laborer intelligent, respectable, and at the

same time aspiring'! But if by making tlie la-

borer intelligent, resjiectable and aspiiing, you
attempt to force industrial enterprise, in a large

measure, upon the Slave States, do y(ui not see

that your system of slave labor must yield 1 To
foster commerce and industry in the Slave States

for the jiurpose of protecting Slavery—would
it not be like letting the sun-light into a room
which you want to keep dark ? Hence the Slave

States can never become commercially and in-

dustrially independent as long as they remain

Slave States. They will always be obliiicd to

buy from others, and others will do their carry-

ing trade. At present they do their business

with friends, who are united to them by bonds

of Union. They speak of dissolving that Union;

then, as now, they will be obliged to transact

the same business with us, their nearest neigh-

bors, for if they could do otherwise they would
have done so long ago. AVould they prefer by the

dissolution of the Union to make enemies of

those on whom they will always be commercially
and industrially dependent 7

Thus, you see, would the dissolution of the

Union in all points of dispute defeat the very

object for which the South might feel .inclined to

attempt it. It would effe<n just the conttary of

wt at it was intended for; and indeed, if there is

a parly that can louic.ilI>- and C(.>nsistently advo-

cate the dissolution of the Union, it is the party
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of extreme Abolitionists who desire to extinguish
Slavery and to punisli the South by a sudden
and violent crisis. But as to tlie slave states, as
long as they have sense enough to understand
their interests, and to appreciate their situation
they may thank their good fortune, if they are
suffered to stay in the Union with confederates
who are, indeed, not willing to sacrifice their
own i)rinciples and interests to Slavery, but by
the radiating influence of their own growth and
energy will at least, draw the Southern States,

also, upon tlie road of progressive develoi)nient.

But we are told that the people of the Slave
States are a warlike race, and that they will gain,
by force, what we are unwilling peaceably to

concede. War ! What a charm there is in that
word for a people of colonels and generals

!

Well, since that old German monk invented that
insignificant black jjowder which blew the strong-
liolds of feudalism into the air, war falls more and
more under the head of matliematical sciences.
Don Quixote, who, undoubtedly, would have
been a hero in the seventh century, would cer-

tainly be the most egregious fool in the nine-
teenth. I have nothing to say about the bravery
of the Southern people, for auaht I care tliey

may be braver than they pretend to be; but I

invite them candidly to open their eyes, like

sensible men.
I will not compare the resources of the South,

in men and money, to those of the North, although
statistical statements would demonstrate the over-
whelming superiority of the latter. We can afford

to be liberal, and for argument sake, admit that
the South will equal the North in numbers ; and
if they insist upon it, excel us in martial spirit.

But it requires very little knowledge of military
matters to undei'staiid that, aside from numbers,
equipment, courage, and discipline, the strength
of an army consists in its ability to concentrate
its forces, at all times, upon the decisive point.

Providence is on the side of the big battalions,

said Napoleon. That means not that victory
will always be with the most numerous army,
but with that which is always able to appear in

strength where tlie decisive blow is to be struck.
An army that is always scattered over a large

surface is, properly speaking, no army at all.

Even by a much less numerous, but concentrated
enemy, it will be beaten in detail, division after

division
; it is defeated before having lost a man.

This is plain.

The South tliinks of going to war for the bene-
fit and protection of Slavery. But Slavery is not
merely an abstract jirinciple ; Slavery consists
materially in the individual slaves—in so and so
many millions of human chattels scattered over
so and so many thousands of square miles. In
order to protect Slavery, it is essential that the
slaveholders be protected in the possession of
their slaves.

I say, therefore, that Slavery cannot be pro-
tected ill general, without being protected iu
detail. But bow can you protect it in detail ?

By guarding fifteen hundred mile« of northern
frontier, and two tliousand miles of seacoast
against an enemy who is perfectly free in his
movements, and aided by an extensive railroad
system always able to concentrate liis fores
wherever he pleases? It is impossible; the
dullest understanding sees it. It may be said
that it will not be necessary ; indeed, for the

Free States it would not ; they may, in order to
concentrate their forces, expose their territory

;

for the damages done by an invasion is easily

repaired. The retreating invader cannot carry
the liberties of the invaded country away
with him. [Cheers.] Not so with Slavery, A
northern Anti- Slavery army, or even a small
flying corps invading a Slaveholding State

would perhaps not systematically liberate the
Slaves, but at all events it would hardly squan-
der much time and health In catching the runa-
way. The probability, therefore, is that wherever
a Northern army appears, the Slaves disappear,

and Slavery with them—at least for the time
being. Invade a Free State and the restoration of

liberty, after the attack is repulsed, requires only
the presence of freemen. But the restoration of

Slavery will require capital; that capital con-
sisted principally in the Slaves ; the Slaves have
run away, and with them the capital necessary
for the restoration of Slavery.

The Slave States, therefore, cannot expose
their territory without leaving unprotected the
institution for the protection of which the war
was undertaken. They have to cover tliousands

and thousands of vulnerable points, for every

plantation is an open wound, every negro cabin
a s'ore. Every border or seaboard Slave State

will need her own soldiers and more too, for

her own protection ; and where will be the

material for the concentrated army ? Scattered

over thousands of miles without the possibility

of concentration.

Besides, the Slave States harbor a dangerous
enemy within their own boundaiies, and that is

Slavery itself. Imasine they are at war with an
Anti-Slavery people, whom they have exaspe-
rated by their own hostility. What will be the
effect upon the slaves 1 The question is not
whether the North will instigate a slave rebellion,

for I suiipose they will not; the question is,

whether they can prevent it, and I think they
cannot. But the mere anticipation of a negro
insurrection (and the heated imagination of the
slaveholder will discover symptoms of a rebel-

lious spirit in every trifle) will paralyze the whole
South. Do you remember the effect of John
Brown's attempt ? The severest blow he struck
at the Slave Power was not that he disturbed a
town and killed several citizens, but tliat he
revealed the weakness of the whole South. Let
Governor Wise, of Virginia, carry out his threat-

ened invasion of the Free States, not with 23,

but with 2,.300 followers at his heels—what will

be the result"? As long as they behave them-
selves we shall let them alone; but as soon as

they create any disturbance they will be put into

the station-house ; and the next day we shall

read in the newspapers of some Northei'ii city,

among the reports of the police court: Heiny A.
Wise and others, f(u- disorderly conduct, fined $5
[laughter and ajjplause] ; or, if he has made an
attempt on any man's life, or against our institu-

tions, he will most certainly find a Northern jury
proud enough to acquit him on the ground of
incorrigible mental derangement. [C<intinued

laughter and applause.] Our pictorial prints

will liave mateiial for carricatures for two issues,

and a l)urst of laughter will ring to the skies

from Maine to California. And there is the end
of it. But behold Jolin Brown with 23 men raising

a row at Harper's Ferry ; the whole South fratjtic
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with terror ; the whole State of Virginia in arms
;

troops marcliiiig and counteniiarcliing as if the

battle of Austerlitz was to be fought over again
;

innocent cows sliot at as blnodtliirsty invaders,

and even the evening song of tlie peaceful whip-
pooiwills uiistakeu for the battle-cr}- of rebellion

[incessant laughter] ; and tliose are the men who
will expose tliemselves to the chances of a war
with an Anti-Slavery people! AVill they not
look upon every captain as a John Brown, and
every sergeant and private as a Coppic or Ste-

vens ? Tliey will not have men enough to cjuiet

their fears at home; what will they have to

oppose to the enemy ? Every township will want
its home regiment, every plantation its garrison

;

and what will be left for the field ai-my 1 No
sooner will a movement of concentration be at-

tempted than the merest panic will undo and
frustrate it forever. Tliemistocles might say
that Greece was on his ships; a French general
might say that the Reimblic was in his camp;
but Slavery will be neither on the ships nor in

the camp ; it will be spread defenseless over
thousands of square miles. This will be their

situation; either they concentrate their forces,

and Slavery will be exposed everywhere; or they
do not concentrate them, and their strength wiil

be nowhere. They want war 1 Let them try it

!

They will try it but once. And thus it turns out,

that the very same thing tliat would be the cause
of the war, would at the same time disable them
to carry on the war. The same institution that
wants protection, will at the same time disarm
its protectors. Yes, Slavery which can no lon-

ger be defended with arguments, can no longer
be defended with arms.

There is your dissolution of the Union. The
Southern States cannot desire it, for it would
defeat the very objects for which it might be
undertaken

; they cannot attempt it, for Slavery
would lay them helpless at the feet of the North.
Slavery, which makes it uncomfortable to stay
in the Union, makes it impossible for them to go
out of it. What, then, will the South do in case
of a Republican victory 1 I answer that question
with another one : what can the South do in

case of a Re[)ublican victory 1 Will there be a
disturbance"? The ])eople of the South them-
selves will have to put it down. Will they sub-
mit ] Not to Northern dictation, but to their

own good sense. They have considered us their

enemies as long as they ruled us ; they will find

out that we are their friends as soon as we cease
to be their subjects. They have dreamed so long
of the blessings of Slavery ; they will open their

eyes again to the blessings of Liberty. They
will discover that they are not conquered, but
liberated. Will Slavery die out 1 As surely as
Freedom will not die out.

Slaveholders of America, I appeal to you. Are
you really in earnest when you speak of perpetu-
ating Slavery"? Shall it never cease 1 Never"?
Stop and consider where you are, and in wliat
days you live.

This is the nineteenth century. Never, since
mankind has a recollection of times gone by, has
the human mind disclosed such wonderful pow-
ers. The hidden forces of nature we have torn
from their mysterious concealment and yoked
them into the harness of usefulness ; they carry
our thoughts over slender wires to distant na"-

tions ; they draw our wagons over the highways

of trade ; they pull the gigantic oars of our
ships

;
they set in motion the iron fingers of

our machinery ; they will soon plow our fields

and gather our crops. The labor of the brain
has exalted to a mere bridling and controlling of
natural forces the labor of the hand—and you
think you can perpetuate a system whicli redu-
ces man, however degraded, yet capable of
development, to the level of a soulless machine 1

This is the world of the nineteenth century.

The last remnants of feudalism in the old world
are fast disappearing. The Czar of Russia, in

the fullness of his imijerial power, is forced to

yield to the irresistible mark of human progress,

and abolishes serfdom. Even the Sultan of Tur-
key can no longer maintain the barbarous cus-

toms of the Moslem against the piessure of the

century, and slavery disappears. And you, citi-

zens of a republic, you think you can arrest the
wheels of progress with your Dred Scott deci-

sions and Democratic platforms ! [Enthusiastic
cheers.]

Look around j'ou and see how lonesome you
are in this wide world of ours. As far as modern
civilization throws its rays, what people, what
class of society, is there like you "? Cry out into

the world your wild and guilty fantasy of pro-

perty in man, and every echo responds with a cry
of horror or contempt ; every breeze, from what-
ever point of the compass it may come, brings
you a verdict of condemnation. There is no hu-
man heart that sympathizes with your cause, un-
less it sympathizes with the cause of despotism
in every form. There is no hiunan voice to cheer
you on in your struggle; there is no human eye
that has a tear for your reverses ; no link of sym-
pathy between the comnKm cause of the great

human brotherhood and you. You hear of eman-
cipation in Russia, and wish it should fail. You
hear of Italy rising, and fear the spirit of liberty

should become contagious. Where ah mankind
rejoices, j^ou tremble. Where all mankind love,

you hate. Where all mankind curses, a'ou sym-
pathize.

And in this ap])alling solitude you stand alone
against a powerful world, alone against a great
century, fighting, hopeless as the struggle of the

Indians against the onward march of civilization.

Use all the devices which the inventive genius of
despotism may suggest, and yet how can you re-

sist "? In every little village shool house, the lit-

tle children who learn to read and write are plot-

ting against you ; in every laboratory of science,

in every machine shop, the human mind is woi'k-

ing the destruction of your idol. You cannot
make an attempt to keep pace with the general

progress of mankind without plotting against

yourselves. Every steam whistle, every i)uffing

locomotive, is sotmding the shriek of liberty into

your ears. From the noblest instincts of our
hearts down to sordid greediness of gain, every
impulse of human nature is engaged in this imi-

versal conspiracy. How can you resist "? Where
are your friends in the North "? Your ever ready
supporters are scattered to the winds, as by en-

chantment, never to unite again. Hear them, try-

ing to save tiieir own fortunes, swear with treach-

erous eagerness that they have nothing in com-
mon with you. And your opponents 1 Your
boasts have lost their charm, your threats liave

lost their terrors upon them. The attempt is idle

to cloak the sores of Lazarus with the lion skin



12

of Hercules. We know j-ou. Every one of your
boasts is understood as a disguised moan of

weakness—every shout of defiance as a disguised

cry for niercy. Tliat game is played out. Do
DOt deceive youiselvcs. This means not oidy ilie

destruction of a pnrty—this means the defeat of

a cause. Be shrewder than the shrewdest, braver

than the bravest— it is all in vain
;
your cause is

doomed.
And in the face of all this you insist upon

hugsing, will) dogged stubbornness, your fatal

infatuation? Wliy not, witii manly boldness,

swing round into tjie grand march of progressive

humanity ? You say it cannot be done to-day.

Can it be done to-morrow ? Will it be easier

tw'cnty, fifty years hence, when the fearful in-

crease of the negro population will have agsra-

vated tlie evils of Slaveiy a hundred-fold, and
with it the difficulties of its extinction ? Did
you ever think of this? The final crisis will

come, with tlie inexorable certainty of fate,

the more terrible the longer it is delayed.

Will you content yourselves with the criminal

words, "After me, tlie deluge 1" Is that the

inheritance you mean to leave to coming
generations'! an inheritance of disgrace, crime,

blood, destruction? Hear me, slaveholders of

America! If you have no sense of right, no

appreciation of your own interests, I entreat, I

implore you, have at least pity for your chil-

dren !

I hear the silly objection, that your sense of

honor forbids you to desert your cause. Sense

of honor! Imagine a future seneintion standing

around the tombstone of the bravest of you, and

reading the inscription : " Here lies a gallant

man, who lived and died true to the cause

—

of human Slavery." What will the verdict bel
His very progeny will disown him, and exclaim,
" He must have been either a knave or a I'ool !

"

Thcie is not one of you who, if he could rise

fif>m the dead a century hence, would not gladly

exchange his epitaph for that of the meanest of
those who were hung at Chailestown.

Sense of honor! Since when has it become
dishonoiable to give up the errois of yesterday
for the truths of to-day ? to prevent future dis-

asters by timely reforms 1 Since when has it

censed to be the highest glory to sacrifice one's

prejudices and momentary advantages upon the

altar of the common weal 1 But those \\ ho seek

their glory in stubbornly resisting what is glori-

ous_ must find their end in inglorious miseiy.

I turn to you, Republicans of Missouri : Your
countiymen owe you a debt of admiration and
gratitude to which my poor voice can give but a
feeble expression. You have undertaken the

noble task of showing the people of the North
that the slaveholding States themselves contain

the elements of legeneration ; and of demonstra-

ting to the South how that regeneration can be
cflected. You have inspired the wavering masses

with confidence in the practicbilitay of our ideas.

To the North you have given encouragement ; to

the South you liave set an example. Let me en-

treat you not to underrate your noble vocation.

Struggle on, brave men ! The anxious wishes

of millions are hovering around you. Struggle

on, utitil the banner of emancipation is jdanted

ui)on the Capitol of your state, and one of the

])roudest chapters of our history will read:

Missouri led the van, and the nation followed !



THE

EEPUBLICAl^r PLATFOEM.

RcmJvcd^ That we, the delegated representatives of the Republican electors of the

United States, in Convention assembled, in discharge of the duty we owe to our con-

stituents and our country, unite in the following declarations

:

1. That the history of the nation during the last four years has fully established the

propriety and necessity of the orgauization and perpetuation of the Republican party,

and that the causes which called it into existence are permanent in their nature, and
now, more than ever before, demand its peaceful and constitutional triumph.

2. That the maintenance of the principles pi'omulgated in the Declaration of Inde-

pendence and embodied in the Federal Constitution—"That all men are created equal;

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights ; that amoug
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness ; that, to secure these rights, govern-

ments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the

governed"—is essential to the preservation of our republican institutions; and that the

Federal Constitution, the Rights of the States, and the Union of the States, must and

shall be preserved.

3. That to the Union of the States this nation owes its unprecedented increase in

population, its surprising development of material resources, its rapid augmentation of

wealth, its happiness at home and its honor abroad, and we hold in abhorrence all

schemes for Disunion, come from whatever source they may : and we congratulate the

country that no Republican Member of Congress has uttered or countenanced the

thi'eats of Disunion so often made by Democratic Members, without rebuke and with

applause from their political associates; and we denounce those threats of Disunion, in

case of a popular overthrow of their ascendancy, as denying the vital principles of a

free government, and as an avowal of contemplated treason which it is the imperative

duty of an indignant people sternly to rebuke and forever silence.

4. That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the States, and especially the

right of each State to order and control its own domestic institutions according to its

own judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance of powers on which the perfec-

tion and endurance of our political fabric depends; and we denounce the lawless invasion

by armed force of the soil of any State or Territory, no matter under what pretext, as

among the gravest of crimes.

5. That the present Democratic Administration has far exceeded our worst apprehen-

sions, in its measureless subserviency to the exactions of a sectional interest, as especially

evinced in its desperate exertions to force the infamous Lecompton Constitution upon
the protesting people of Kansas ; in construing the personal relation between master
and servant to involve an unqualified property in persons ; in its attempted enforcement,

everywhere, on land and sea, through the intervention of Congress and of the F'ederal

Courts, of the extreme pretensions of a purely local interest ; and in its general and
unvarying abuse of the power entrusted to it by a confiding people.

6. That the people justly view with alarm the reckless extravagance which pervades

every department of the Federal Government; that a return to rigid economy and
accountability is indispensable to arrest the systematic plunder of the public treasury by
favored partisans; while the recent startling developments of frauds and corruptions at

the Federal Metropolis, show that an entire change of administration is imperatively

demanded.
7. That the new dogma that the Constitution, of its own force, carries slavery into

any or all of the Territories of the United States, is a dangerous political heresy, at



variance with the explicit provisions of tliat instrument itself, witli cotemporaneous

exposition, and with legislative and judicial precedent; is revolutionary in its tendency,

and subversive of the peace and harmony of the country.

8. That the normal condition of all the territory of the United States is that of free-

dom ; that, as our republican fathers, when they had abolished slavery in all our national

territory, ordained that " no person should be deprived of life, liberty or property with-

out due process of law," it becomes our duty, by legislation, whenever such legislation

is necessary, to maintain this provision of the Constitution against all attempts to vio-

late it ; and we deny the authority of Congress, of a Territorial Legislature, or of any
individuals, to give legal existence to slavery in any Territory of the United States.

9. That we brand the recent reopening of the African slave-trade, under the cover of

our national flag, aided by perversions of judicial power, as a crime against humanity

and a burning shame to our country and age ; and we call upon Congress to take prompt

and efficient measures for the total and final suppression of that execrable traffic,

10. That in the recent vetoes, by their Federal Governors, of the acts of the Legisla-

tures of Kansas and Nebraska prohibiting slavery in those Territories, we find a practi-

cal illustration of the boasted Democratic principle of Non-Litervention and Popular

Sovereignty embodied in the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and a demonstration of the decep-

tion and fraud involved therein.

1 1. That Kansas should, of right, be immediately admitted as a State under the

Constitution recently formed and adopted by her people, and accepted by the House
of Representatives.

12. That, while providing revenue for the support of the general government by
duties upon imports, sound policy requires such an adjustment of these imposts as to

encourage the development of the industrial interests of the whole country ; and we
commend that policy of national exchanges which secures to the working men liberal

wages, to agriculture remunerating prices, to mechanics and manufacturers an adequate

reward for their skill, labor and enterprise, and to the nation commercial prosperity and

independence.

13. That we protest against any sale or alienation to others of the public lands held by
actual settlers, and against any view of the Free Homestead policy which regards the

settlers as paupers or suppliants for public bounty ; and we demand the passage by Con-

gress of the complete and satisfactory Homestead measure which has already passed the

House.

14. That the Ptcpublican party is opposed to any change in our Naturalization Laws
or any State legislation by which the rights of citizenship hitherto accorded to immi-

grants from foreign lands shall be abridged or impaired ; and in favor of giving a full

and efficient protection to the rights of all classes of citizens, whether native or natural-

ized, both at home and abroad.

15. That appropriations by Congress for River and Harbor improvements of a national

character, required for the accommodation and security of an existing commerce, are

authorized by the Constitution and justified by the obligation of Government to protect

the lives and property of its citizens.

16. That a Railroad to the Pacific Ocean is imperatively demanded by the interests

of the whole country ; that the Federal Government ought to render immediate and
efficient aid in its construction ; and that, as preliminary thereto, a daily Overland Mail

should be promptly established.

1*7. Finally, having thus set forth our distinctive principles and views, we invite the

co-operation of all citizens, however differing on other questions, who substantially agree

witli us in their affirmance and suppoi't.

SUPPLEMENTARY RESOLUTION.

Resoked^ That we deeply sympathize with those men who have been driven, some
fi'oni their native States and others from the States of their adoption, and are now exiled

from their homes on account of their opinions ; and we hold the Democratic party

responsible for this gross violation of that clause of the Constitution which declares that

the citizens of each State sliall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citi-

zens in the several States.

Adopted at Chicago, May 17, 1860.



LETTERS OF ACCEPTANCE
FEOM ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND HANNIBAL HAMLIN,

INDORSING- THE PLATFORM.

MR. LINCOLN'S LETTER.
Springfield, III., May 23. 1860.

Hon. George AsTimun^ Pre.'^ident of the RepuhJican Kntional Convention :

Sir: I accept the nomination tendered me by the Convention over which you presided,

and of which I am formally apprised in the letter of yourself and others, acting as a Committee
of the Convention, for that purpose.

The declaration of principles and sentiments, which accompanies your letter, meets my
approval ; and it shall be my care not to violate, or disregard it, in any part.

Imploring the assistance of Divine Providence ; and with due regard to the views and feel-

ings of all who were represented in the Convention ; to the rights of all the States, and Terri-
tories, and people of the nation ; to the inviolability of the Constitution, and the perpetual
union, harmony and prosperity of all, I am most happy to co-operate for the practical success
of the principles declared by the Convention.

Your obliged friend and fellow-citizen, ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

MR. HAMLIN'S LETTER.
Washington, May 30, 18C0.

Gentlemen: Your official communication of the 18th instant, informing me that the repre-
sentatives of the Republican Party of the United States, assembled at Chicago on that day, had,
by a unanimous vote, selected me as their candidate for the office of Vice-President, has been
received, together with the resolutions adopted by the Convention as its declaration of princi-
piles.

Those resolutions enunciate clearly and forcibly the principles which unite us and the objects
proposed to be accomplished. They address themselves to all, and there is neither necessity
nor propriety in my entering upon a discussion of any of them. They have the approval of
my judgment, and in any action of mine will be faithfully and cordially sustained.

I am profoundly grateful to those with whom it is my pride and pleasure politically to co-
operate, for the nomination so unexpectedly conferred ; and I desire to tender through you, to
the members of the Convention, my sincere thanks for the confidence thus reposed m me.
Should the nomination, which I now accept, be ratified by the people, and the duties devolve
upon me of presiding over the Senate of the United States, it will be my earnest endeavor
faithfully to discharge them with a just regard for the rights of all.

It is to be observed, in connection with the doings "of the Republican Convention, that a
paramount object with us, is, to preserve the normal condition of our territorial domain as
homes for free men. The able advocate and defender of Republican principles whom vou have
nominated for the highest place that can gratify the ambition of man, comes from a State which
has been made what it is, by special acdon in that respect, of the wise and good men who
founded our institutions. The rights of free labor have there been vindicated and maintained.
The thrift and enterprise which so distinguished Illinois, one of the most flourishing States of
the glorious West, we would see secured to all the Territories of the Union, and restore peace
and harmony to the whole country by bnnging back the Government to what it was under the
wise and patriotic men who created it. If the Republicans shall succeed in that object, as they
hope to, they will be held in grateful remembrance by the busy and teemmg millions of future
^g"-'^- I am, very truly, yours, H. HAMLIN.

Hon. George Ashmun, President of the Convention, and others of the Committee.

m. SEWARD'S INDORSEMENT OF THE CANDIDATES AND PLATFORiyi.

The following cordial indorsement of the Candidates and Platform of the Republican Party

appeared in the Auburn Daily Advertiser on the day after the nomination, written by Senator

Seward

:

"We place the names of Lincoln and Hamlin at the head of our columns, with pride and
satisfaction. No truer exposition of the Republican creed could be given, than the platform
adopted by the Convention contains. No truer or firmer defenders 'of the Repubhcan faith
could have been found in the Union, than the distinguished and esteemed citizens on -\\liom
the honors of the nomination have flUlen. Their election, we trust, bv a decisive majority, Avil]

restore the Government of the United States to its constitutional and'ancient course. Let the
watchword of the Republican Party, then, be Union and Liberty, and onward to Victory."
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SPEECH
OF

WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
AT

DETROIT, SEPTEMBER 4, 1860.

Fellotv Citizens?

We claim that our political system is a judicious

one, and that we are an intelligent and virtuous

people. The government ought therefore not only

to secure respect and good will abroad, but also

to produce good order, contentment and harmony
at home. It fails to attain these ends. The
Canadians certainly neither envy nor love us.

All the Independent American powers from the

Rio Grande to Cape Horn, while they strive to

construct governments for themselves after our

models, fear, and many of them hate us. Euro-
pean nations do indeed revere our constitutions

and admire our progress, but they generally

agree in pronouncing us inconsistent with our
organic principle, and capricious. The President

inveighs against corruption among the people.

The immediate representatives of the people in

Congress, charge the President with immoral
practices, and the President protests against

their action as subversive of the Executive pre-

rogative. The House of Representatives organi-

zes itself convulsively amid confessed dangers
of popular commotion. The Senate listens un-
surprised, and almost witliout excitement, to

menaces of violence, secession and disunion.

Frauds and violence in the territories are pallia-

ted and rewarded. Exposure and resistance to

them are condemned and punished, while the

just, enlightened and reasonable will of the peo-

ple there, though constitutionally expressed, is

circumvented, disobeyed and disregarded. States

watch anxiously for unlawful intrusion and
invasion by citizens of other states, while the

Federal Courts fail to suppress piracies on the

hi«;h seas, and even ou our own coasts. The

government of the Union, courts and snbmits
to state espionage of the Federal mails, while

the states scarcely attempt to protect the per-

sonal rights of citizens of other states, peacefully

pursuing harmless occupations within their fra-

ternal jurisdictions.

Are the people satisfied and content ? Let

their several parties and masses answer. Cer-

tainly you, the Re])ubli ans of Michigan, as well

as the Republicans throughout the whole country,

are not satisfied. But you are interested in a

change of administration, and therefore perhaps
prejudiced. Ask then, the Constitutional Union
men, few and inefficient indeed here, but numer-
ous and energetic elsewhere. They are not

satisfied. If they were they would not be en-

gaged as they are now, in a hojjeless attempt to

organize a new party witliout any principles at

all, after their recent failures to combine such a

party on obnoxious priuci|)les. But they also

are interested and po.s.sibly prejudiced like the

Republicans. Ai)peal then to the Democratic

party, which enjoys and wields the patronage

and power of the Federal Government. Even the

Democrats are no less di>satisfied. They certainly

are dissatisfied with the Republicans, with the

National Union men, with their own administra-

tion, with each other, and as I think even indi-

vidually, with themselves. The North is not

satisfied. Its masses want a suppression of the

African slave trade, and an eflTectual exclusion of

slavery from the territories, so that all the new
and future states, may surely be free states. The
South is not satisfied. Its masses by whatever
means, and at whatever cost, desire the estab-

lishment and protection of slavery in the terri-



tories, so that none of the new states may fail to

become slave states. The East is discontented

with the neglect of its fishery, manufacture and
navigation, and the West is impatient under tlie

operation of a national policy, hoslile to its agri-

cultural, mining and social developments. Wliat
government in the world but ours, has persist-

ently refused to improve rivers, construct har-

bors and establish lighthouses, for the protection

of its commerce ? New and anomalous combin-
ations of citizens appear, in the North justifying

armed instigators of civil and servile war, in the

South devising means for the disruption and dis-

memberment of the Union. It is manifest,

that we are suffering in the respect and confi-

dence of foreign states, and that disorder and con-
fusion are more flagrant among ourselves now
than ever before.

I do not intend to be understood that these

evils are thus far productive of material sutier-

ing or intolerable embarrassment, much less that

the country is, as so many extravagant persons

say, on the high road to civil war or disso-

lution. On the contrary, this fair land we live

in i." so blessed with all the elements of human
comfort and happiness, and its citizens are at

once so loyal and wise and so well surrounded
by yet unbroken guaranties of civil and religious

liberty, that our experience of misrule at the very

worst never becomes so painful as to raise the

question how much more of public misery we
can endure ; but it leaves us at liberty to stop now
as always heretofore with the inquiry how much
more of freedom, prosperity and honor, we can

secure by tlie practice of greater wisdom and
higher virtue ? Discontentment is the wholesome
fruit of a discovery of maladministration, and
conviction of public error is here at least always

a sure harbinger of political reform.

Martin Van Buren, they say, is writing a re-

view of his own life, and our time, for posthu-

mous uses. If it is not disrespectful, I should
like to know now the conclusions he dr^ws from
the national events he has seen, and of which he
has been an important part ; for he is. a shrewd
observer, with advantages of large and long ex-

perience. To me it seems that the last forty

years have constituted a period of signal and
lamentable failure in the efforts of statesmen to

adjust and establish a federal policy for the re-

gulation of the subject of slavery in its relations

to the Union. In this view I regard it as be-

longing to the office of a statesman not merely to

favor an immediate and temporary increase of

national wealth, and an enlargement of national

territory, but also to fortify, so far as the prescri-

bed constitutional limits of his action may al-

low, the intiuences of knowlege and humanity
;

to abate popular prejudices and passions, by
modifying or removing their causes ; toa.^-certain

and disclose the operation of general laws and to

study and reveal the social tendencies of the

age, and by combining the past with the present,

while giving free play all the time to the recijiro-

cating action of the many co-existing moral forces,

to develop that harmonious system which ac-

tually prevails in the apparent chaos of human
affairs ; and so to gain something in the way of

assurance as to the complexion of that futurity

towards which, since our country is destined to

endure, and insomuch as we desire that it may be
immortal, our thoughts are so vehemently driven

even by the selfish as well as by the generous
principles of our nature.

I have understood that John Quincy Adams,
the purest and wisest statesman I ever kn^w,
died despairing of a peaceful solution of the pro-
blem of slavery, on which he was so intently

engaged throughout his public service. If we
may judge from the absolute failures of Mr. Van
Buren, Mr. Polk, Mr. Pierce and Mr. Buchanan
in the respect I have mentioned, and if we take
into consideration also the systems which Mr.
Calhoun, Mr. Benton, Mr. Clay and Mr. Webster
severally recommended, and which have subse-

quently failed to be adopted, we may perhaps
conclude that the difiiculties of establishing a

satisfactory and soothing policy have overtasked
even our wisest and most eminent statesmen.

They certainly have been neither incapable nor
selfish men. No age or country has been illus-

trated by i)nblic characters of greater genius,

wisdom and virtue

It is easy to see, fellow citizens, that the fail-

ure has resulted not from the faults of our
statesmen, but from the peculiar constitutions

and characters of political parties, on which
they relied for power. Solid, enduring and con-

stant parties, inspired by love of country, reve-

rence for virtue and devotion to human liberty,

bold in their conceptions of measures, moderate
in success, and resolute throughout reverses, are

essential to effective and beneficent administra-

tion in every free state. Unanimity, even in a

wise, just and necessary policy, can never be

expected in any country all at once, and with-

out thorough debate and earnest conflicts of

opinion. All public movements are therefore

undertaken and prosecuted through the agencies,

not of individuals, but of parties regulated,

excited and moderated, as occasion may require,

by their representatives. He who proposes means
so impracticable that he can win no party to

their support, may be a philanthropist, but he
cannot be a statesman ; and even when the leader

in administration is thus sustained, he is, although

never so earnest or wise, everywhere and at all

times inefiicient and imbecile, just in the degree

that th« party on which he depends, is incon-

stant, vacillating, timid or capricious. What
has become of the several political parties, which
have flourished within your time and mine ?

That dashing, unterrified, defiant party, whose
irresistible legions carried the honest and in-

trepid hero of New Orleans on their shields,

through so many civil encounters—that generous
though not unprejudiced Whig party, which
apprehensive of perpetual danger from too radi-

cal policies of administration, so often with
unabated chivalry and enthusiasm, magically

recombined its bruised and scattered columns,
even when a capricious fortune had turned its

rare and hard won triiamphs into defeats more
disastrous than the field fights which it had lost

—the recent American party, that sprang at one
bound from ten thousand dark chambers and
which seemed only yesterday at the very point

of carrying the government by a coup de main.

All these parties, that for brief periods seemed
so strong and so unchanging, have perished,

leaving no deep impression on the history of the

country they aimed to direct and rule forever.

The Democratic party too that has clothed itself

so complacently with the pleasant traditions of

all preceding parties, and combined so felicitously



the most popular of our national sympathies with

the most inveterate and repulsive of our con-

servative interests, that has won the South so

dexterously, by stimulating its maddest ambition,

and yet has held the North so tenaciously and
so long, by awakening its wildest and most de-

moralizing fears. What is its condition ? It is dis-

tinguished in fortune from its extinguished rivals

only, by the circumstance that both portions

of its crew, divided as the hulk breaks into two

not unequal parts, retain sutficient energy in

their despair, to seize on the drifting wrecks of

other parties, and by a cunning though hopeless

carpentery, to frame wretched and rickety rafts

on which to sustain themselves for one dark

night more on the temjiestuous sea of national

politics. All these parties, it is now manifest,

were organized not specially to establish justice

and maintain freedom and equality among an

honest, jealous and liberty loving people, but to

achieve some material public advantage of tem-

porary importance, or to secure the advancement
of some chief to whose discretion, as if the gov-

ernment were an elective despotism instead of a

Republic, the distribution of its patronage and
the direction of its affairs should be implicitly

confided. They did indeed out of respect or

fear of generous reforms, often affect to express

elevated principles and generous sentiments in

their carefully elaborated creeds, but these

creeds nevertheless, even when not ambiguously

expressed, were from time to time revised and
qualified and modified, so that at last tlie inter-

preters who alone had them by heart, and were

able to repeat them, were found perverting the

constitution in its most unequivocal parts, and
most palpable meaning, disparaging and reject-

ing the Declaration of Independence, and stulti-

fying the founders of the Republic. The parties

tbus constituted, dependent not on any national

or even on any natural sentiment, but on mere
discipline for their cohesion,, and coming at last

through constant demoralization, to assume that

capital and not labor, property and not liberty is

the great interest of every people, and that reli-

gion conversant only with the relations of men
to an unseen and future world, must be abjured

in their conduct towards each other on earth,

have finally discarded justice and humanity from
their systems, broken up nearly all the existing

combinations for spiritual ends, and attempted to

conduct affairs of government on principles

equally in violation of the constitution and of the

eternal laws of God's Providence for the regula-

tion of the Universe.

These views of the characters of our modern
parties are by no means newly conceived on my
part. In that high and intensely exciting debate
in Congress in the year 1850, which, overruling
the administration of General Taylor, brought the

two then dominating parties into a compromise at

the time solemnly pronounced final, irrevocable

and eternal, but which was nevertheless scattered

to the winds of Heaven only four years afterward,

the great statesman of Kentucky denounced parly

spirit as he assumed it to be raging througlmut
the country, as pregnant with the imminent and
intolerable disasters of civil war and national

dissolution. I ventured then to reply that, in

my humble judgment, it was not a conflict of
parties that we then were seeing and hearing, but
It was, on the contrary, the agony of distracted

parties, a convulsion resulting from the too nar-

row foundations of both of the great parties and
of all the parties of the day, foundations that had
been laid in compromises of natural justice and
human rights—that a new and great question—

a

moral question transcending the too narrow creeds

of existing parties had arisen—that the public

conscience was expanding with it, and the green
withes of party combinations were giving way
and breaking under the pressure—that it was not
the union that wag decaying and dying as was sup-
posed, of the fever of party spirit, but that the

two great parties were smitten with paralysis,

fatal indeed to them unless they should consent
to be immediately renewed and re-organized, bor-

rowing needful elements of health and vigor from
a cordial embrace with the humane spirit of the

age.

But, fellow-citizens, to exempt our statesmen

by casting blame on our political parties, does not

reach, but only approximates the real source of

responsibility. All of these parties have been
composed of citizens, not a few but many citizens,

in the aggregate, all the citizens uf the Republic.

They were not ignorant, willful or dishonest citi-

zens, but sincere, faithful and useful members of

the State. The parties of our country, what are

they at any time, but ourselves, the people of our
country ? Thus the faults of past administration
and of course the responsibility for existing evils,

are brought directly home to yourselves and my-
self—to the whole people. This is no hard saying.

The wisest, justest and most virtuous of men oc-

casionally errs and has need daily to implor'j

the Divine Goodness that he be not led further

into temptation ; and just so the wisest, justest

and most virtuous of nations often unconsciously
lose aiid depart from their ancient approved and
safer ways. Is there any society, even of Christ-

ians, that has never had occasion to reform its

practice, retrace its too careless steps and discard

heresies that have corrupted its accepted faith ?

What was the English revolution of 1648, but a

return from the dark and dangerous road of ab«
solutism? What the French revolution, but a.

mighty convulsion, that while it carried a brave,

enlightened, and liberty-loving nation backward
on their progress of three hundred years, owea
all its horrors to the delay which had so long
postponed the needed reaction 1

A national departure always happens, when a
great emergency occurs unobserved and unfelt,

bringing the necessity for the attainment of some
new and important object, which can only be
secured through the inspiration of some new but
great and generous national sentiment.

Let us see if we can ascertain in the presen
case, when our departure from the right and safe

way occurred. Certainly it was not in the Re-
volutionary age. The nation then experienced
and felt a stern necessity, perceived and resolute-

ly aimed at a transcendently sublime object, and
accepted cheerfully the awakening influences uf

an intensely moving and generous principle.

The necessity was deliverance from British op-
pr-ssion; the ol)ject, independence ; the principle,

the inalienable rights of man. The revolution

was a success, because the country had in Adams
and Jefferson and Washington and their asso-

ciates, the leaders, and in tlie Whigs, the party
needful for this crisis, and these were sustained
by the people.

Our departure was not at the juncture of the
establishment of the constitution. The country



then had and owned a new and overpowering
necessity, perceived and demanded a new object

and adopted a new and most animating prin-

ciple. The necessity, the escape from anarchy

;

the object. Federal Union ; the principle, frater-

nity of the American people. The Constitution

with the Ordinance of 1787, practically a part of

it, was not a failure, because Hamilton, Jay and
Madison were competent, and the Federal party

was constant, and the people gave it a confiding

and generous support.

It was not in 1800, that the national deviation

took place. Then were disclosed a new public

necessity, new object, and new principle. A
separation and removal of aristocratic checks and
interests from the mechanism of our republican

institutions. The needed reform did not fail, be-

cause Jefferson and George Clinton, with their

associates braved all resistance, the Republican

party defended, and the people sustained them.

Again the departure did not occur in 1812.

Then was discovered a farther necessity, bring-

ing into view a farther object and introducing

yet another new and noble principle of action.

The necessity, a vindication of national rights
;

the object, freedom of intercourse with mankind;
the principle, the defence of our homes and our
honor. The war of 1812 was a success, because

Clay, Calhodn and Tompkins did not shrink

from the trial ; the Republican party approved
and the people sustained them.

In 1820, however, the nation had unconsciously

reached and entered a new stage in its successful

career, namely, that of expansion. By purchases
from France and Spain it had extended its bor-

ders from the St. Mary's southward around the pen-

insula of Florida, and from the Mississippi to the

Rocky Mountains, an expansion to be afterwards

indefinitely continued. We all know the advan-

tages of expansion. They are augmented wealth

and population. But we all know equally well,

if we will only reflect, that no new advantage is

ever gained in national more than in individual

life without exposure to some new danger. What
then is the danger which attends expansion? It

is nothing less and can be nothing less than an
increase of the strain upon the bonds of the

Union. The time had come to organize j^overn-

ment finally in the newly acquired tei-ritory of

Louisiana, on principles that should be applied

thereafter in all cases of further expansion. This

necessity brought into glaring light a new object,

namely, since the only existing cause of mutual
alienation among the states was slavery, which
was already carefully circumscribed by the ordi-

nauce of 1787, that anomalous institution must
now be further circumscribed by extending the

ordinance to cover the new states to be established

in the Louisianian purchase. To this end a new
and liumane impulse naturally moved the coun-
try, namely, the freedom of human labor.

But although statesmen qualified for the crisis

appeared, no party stood forth to support them
with constancy, and the country, after a tempor-
ary glow of free soil excitement, subsided into

cold indifference—and so a compromise was made
which divided the newly acquired domain be-

tween free labor and capital in slaves, between
freedom and slavery, a memorable compromise,
which, after a trial of only thirty-four years,

proved to be effective only in its concessions to

slavery, while its greater guaranties of freedom
were found unavailing and worthless. History

says that the compromise of 1820 was necessary
to save the Union from disruption. I do not
dispute history, nor debate the settled moral
questions of the past. I only lament that it was
necessary, if indeed it was so. History tells lis

that the course then adopted was wise. I do not
,

controvert it. I only mourn the occurrence of
even one case, most certainly the only one that
ever did liappen, in which the way of wibdcm
has failed to be also the way of pleasantness, and

;

the path of peace. It was in 1820, therefore,

that the national deviation began. We have
continued ever since the divergent coui'se then
so inconsiderately entered, until at last we have
reached a point, where, amid confusion, bewilder-
ment and mutual recriminations, it seems alike

impossible to go forward or to return. We have
added territory after territory, and region after

region with the customary boldness of feebly re-

sisted conquerors, not merely neglecting to keep
slavery out of our new possessions, but actually

removing all the barriers against it which we
found standing at the times of conquest. In

doing this we have defied the moral opinions of
mankind, overturned the laws and systems ot

our fathers, and dishonored their memories by
declaring that the unequaled and glorious con-
stitution which they gave us, carries with it, as it

attends our eagles, not freedom and personal

rights to the oppressed, but slavery and a hate-

ful and baleful commerce in slaves, wherever we
win a conquest by sea or land over the whole
habitable globe.

While we must now, in deference to history,

excuse the first divergence, it is manifest that
""

our subsequent persistence in the same course
has been entirely unnecessary and unjustifiable.

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Canada, what
remains of Mexico, all the West Indies and Cen-
tral America, are doubtless very desirable, but we
have patiently waited for them, and are now
likely to wait until they can be acquired witliout

receiving slavery with them, or extending it over

them. Nay, all the resistance we have ever met
in adding Spanish American territories to our
Republic, has resulted from our willful and
perverse purpose of subverting freedom there,

to blight the fairest portion of the earth, when
we found it free, by extending over it our only

aational agency of desolation. We may doubt-

less persist still further. We may add conquest

to conquest, for resistance to our ambition daily

grows more and more impossible, until we sur

pass in extent and apparent strength the great-

est empires of ancient or modern times, all the ^

while enlarging the area of A frican bondage » but

after our already ample experience, I think no
one will be bold enough to deny that we equally

increase the evils of discontent and the dangers

of domestic faction.

Fellow-citizens, while I lament the national

divergence I have thus described, I do not

confess it to be altogether inexcusable. Much
less do I blame any one or more of our politicians

or parties, while exempting otherr. All are, in

diflerent degrees perhaps, responsible alike, and
all have abundant, if not altogether adequate ex-

cuses. Deviation once begun, without realising

the immediate presence of danger, it was easier

to continue on than to return. The country has

all the time been growing richer and more pros-

perous and populous. It was not unnatural that

we should disregard warnings of what we were



assured by liigt though interested authorities,

always were distant, improbable and even vision-

ary dangers. It cannot be denied that the Afri-

can races among us are abject, although their con-

dition, and even their presence here are due not to

their will or fault, but to our own, and that they

have a direct interest in the question of slavery.

Hi.w natural has it been to assume that tlie

motive of those who have protested against tlie

extension of slavery, was an unnatural sympathy
with the negro instead of what it always has

really been, concern for the welfare of the white

man. There are few, indeed, who ever realize

that the whole human race suffers somewhat in

Uie afllctious and calamities which befall the hum-
blest and most despised of its members.
The argument, though demanding the most dis-

passionate calmness and kindness, has too often

been conducted with anger and broken out into

violence.

Moreover, alarms of disunion were sounded,

and strange political inventions like the floating

fire ships sent down the St. Lawrence, by the

besieged in Quebec, to terrify the army of Wolfe

on the Island of St. Louis, appeared suddenly
before us whenever we proposed to consider in

good earnest, the subject of Federal slavery.

We love and we ought to love the fellowship

of our slaveholding brethren. How natural,

therefore, has it been to make the concessioijs

so necessajy to silence their complaints, raliier

than by seeming impracticability in what was
thought a matter of indifference, to lose such
genial companionship. Again, at least, present

peace and safety together, with some partial

guaranties and concessions of freedom, were
from time to time obtained by compromises.
Who had the right, or who the presumption to

say with the certainty of being held responsible

for casting imputations of bad faith upon our
southern brethren, that these compromises would,
when their interests should demand it, be dis-

avowed and broken 1

Other nations, we have assumed, are jealous of

our growing greatness. They have censured us,

perhaps with unjust asperity, for our apostacy in

favor of slavery. How natural and even patri-

otic has it been on our part to manifest by jier-

sistence, our contempt and defiance of such in-

terested and hostile animadversions. Besides,
though slavery is indeed now practically a local

and peculiar institution of the South, it was not
long ago the habit and practice of the whole
American people. It is only twenty-five years
since our British brethren abolished slavery in

their colonies, and only half a century since we
or any European nation interdicted the African
slave trade. Scarcely three generations have
passed away, since the subject of the wrongful-
ness of slavery first engaged the consideration
of mankind.
You and I indeed understand now very well,

how it is, that slavery in the territories of the
United States, is left open by the constitution to

our utmost peaceful opposition, while within the
slave slates, it is entrenched behind local consti-

tutions beyond the reach of external leoislation.

But the subject is a complex one, and the great

masses of the people to whom it has only been
recently presented, and doubtlessly often pre-
sented, under unfavorable circumstances, might
well desire time for its careful and deliberate
examination.

It seems a bold suggestion to say, that a great

nation ought to reconsider a practice of forty

years' duration ; but forty years of a nations life,

are equivalent to only one year in the life of an
individual. The thought is at least consistent

with political philosophy, for it is not more true
that personal persistence in error leads inevitably

to ruin, than it is that every nation exists by
obedience to the same moral laws which direct

individual life, that they are written in its origi-

nal constitution, and it must continually reform
itself according to the spirit of those laws, or
perish.

jMy humble advice, then, fellow citizens, is,

that we return and re-establish the original policy

of the nation, and henceforth hold, as we did in

the beginning, that slavery is and must be only

a purely local, temporary and exceptional insti-

tution, confined within the slave states where it

already exists, while Freedom is the general,

normal, enduring and permanent condition of

society within the jurisdiction, and under the
authority of the Constitution of the United
States.

I counsel thus for a simple reason incapable of

illumination. Slavery , however it may be at any
time or in any place excused, is at all times and
everywhere unjust and inhuman in its very

nature ; while freedom, however it maybe at any
time or in any place neglected, denied, or abused,

is in its nature right, just and beneficent. It can
never luider any cirumstances be wise to perse-

vere voluntarily, in extending or fortifying an
institution that is intrinsically wrong or cruel

It can never be unwise wherever it is possible, to

defend and fortify an existing institution that is

founded on the rights of Human Nature. In-

somuch as opinions are so materially, and
yet so unconsciously affected and modified by
time, place and circumstances, we may liold

these great truths firmly, without impeaching
the convictions or the motives of those who
deny them in argument or in practice.

I counsel thus for another reason quite as sim-
ple as the first. Knowledge, emulation and in-

dejiendence among the members of a social state

are the chief elements of national wealth, strength
and power. Ignorance, indolence and bondage
of individuals are always sources of national im-
becility and decline. All nations in their turns

have practised slavery. Most of them have abo-
lished it. The world over, the wealthiest and
most powerful nations have been those which
tolerated it least, and which earliest and most
completely abolished it. Virginia and Texas are.

thrown into a panic even now by the appearance
or even the suspicion of a handful of men within
their borders, instigating civil war. Massachu-
setts and Vermont defied British invasion, back-
ed by treason, eighty years ago.

Thirdly, there is no necessity now to fortify or

extend slavery within the United States or on the
American continent. All the supposed necessi-

ties of that sort ever before known, haye passed
away forever. Let us briefly review theic. With
the discovery and conquest of America confess-

edly came a responsibility to reclaim it from na-

ture and to introduce civilization. Unfortu-
nately Spain and Portugal, the discoverers and
conquerors, were of all the European States in

the sixteenth century, the worst qualified and
least able to colonize. They were neither popu-
lous, nor industrious, nor free; but were na
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tions of princes and subjects; of soldiers, navi-

gators, nobles, priests, poets and scholars, with-

out merchants, mechanics, farmers, or laborers.

The art of navigation was imperfect ; its practice

dangerous, and the new world that the Pope had
divided between his two most loyal crown wear-

ing children was in its natural state pestilential.

European emigration was therefore impracticable.

In the emergency the conquerors, with ruffian

violence, swei)toff at once the gold and silver or-

naments which they found in the temples and
on the persons of the natives, ignorant of their

European values, and subjugated and enslaved

the natives themselves. But these simple chil-

dren of the forest, like the wild flowers when the

hurricane sweeps over the prairies, perished un-
der cruelties so contrary to nature.

The African trade, in prisoners of war spared

from slaughter, afforded an alternative. The
chiefs sold ten men, women or children, for a

single horse. The conquerors of America brought
this unnatural merchandise to our coasts. When
the English colonists of North America, happily

in only a very limited degree, borrowed from
their predecessors this bad practice of slavery,

they borrowed also its wretched apology, a want
of an adequate supply of free labor. It was then

thought an exercise of Christian benevolence to

rescue the African heathen from eternal suffering

in a future state, and through the painful path of

earthly bondage to open to him the gates of the

celestial paradise. But all this is now changed.

We are at last no feeble or sickly colonies, but a

great, populous, homogeneous nation, unsur-

passed and unequaled in all the elements of

colonization and civilization. Free labor hero

continually increases and abounds, and is fast

verging towards European standards of value.

There is not one acre too much in our broad
domain for the supply of even three generations

of our free population, witli their certain increase.

Immigration from Europe is crowding our own
sous into the western region, and this movement
is daily augmented by the application of new
machines for diminishing mechanical and even

agricultural labor. At this very moment. Con-

gress, after a long and obstinate reluctance, finds

itself obliged to yield a homestead law to relieve

the pressure of labor in the Atlantic States. Cer-

tainly, therefore, we have no need and no room
for African slaves in the Federal territories. Do
you say that we want more sugar and more cot-

ton, and therefore must have more slaves and
more slave labor. I answer, first, that no class

or race of men have a right to demand sugar,

cotton, or any other comfort of human life to be

wrung for them, through ihe action of the Fede-

ral Government, from the unrewarded and com-
pulsory labor of any other class or race of men.

I answer, secondly, that we have sugar and
cotton enough already for domestic consumption
and a surplus of the latter for exportation with-

out any increase of slave territory. Do you say

that Europe wants more sugar and cotton than

we can now supply 1 I reply, let then Europe
seud her free laborers hither, or into Italy, or into

the West Indies, or into the East ; or if it suit

them better, let them engage the nalives of cotton

growing regions in the old world, to produce
cotton and sugar voluntarily and for adequate

compensation. Such a course, instead of fortify-

ing and enlarging the sway of slavery here, will

leave us free to favor its gradual removal. It will

renew or introduce civilization on the shores of

the Mediterranean and throughout the coasts of

the Indian Ocean. Christianity, more fully deve-
loped and better understood now than hereto-
fore, turns with disgust and horror from the em-
ployment of force and piracy as a necessary
agency of the Gospel.

Fourthly. All the subtle evasions and plausible

political theories which have heretofore been
brouglit into the argument for an extension of
slavery, have at last been found fallacious and
frivolous.

It is unavailing now to say that this govern-
ment was made by and for white men only, since

even slaves owed allegiance to Great Britain be-

fore the Revolution equally with white men, and
were equally absolved from it by the Revolution,
and are not only held to allegiance now under
our laws, but are also subjected to taxation and
actual representation in every department of the
Federal Government. No government can ex-
cuse itself from the duty of protecting the
extreme rights of every human being, whether
foreign or native born, bond or free, whom it

compulsorily holds within its jurisdiction. The
great fact is now fully realized that the African
race here is a foreign and feeble element like the

Indians, incapable of assimilation, but not the

less, therefore, entitled to such care and protec-

tion as the weak everywhere may require from
the strong ; that it is a pitiful exotic unwisely and
unnecessarily transplanted into our fields, and
which it is unprofitable to cultivate at the cost of

tlie desolation of the native vinyard. Nor will the
argument that the party of slavery is national

and that of freedom sectional, any longer avail

when it is fully understood, that so far as it

is founded in truth, it is only a result of that
perversion of the constitution which has at-

tempted to circumscribe freedom, and to make
slavery universal throughout the Republic.
Equally do the reproaches, invectives and satires

of the advocates of slavery extension fail, 'ince

it is seen and felt that truth, reason and human-
ity, can work right on without fanaticism and
bear contumely without retaliation. I counsel

his course farther, because the combinations of

slavery are broken up, and can never be renewed
with success. Any new combination must be
based on the princijile of the Southern Demo-
cratic faction, that slavery is inherently just and
beneficent, and ought to bo protected, which
can no longer be tolerated in the North ; or else

on the principle of the Northern Democratic
faction tliat slavery is indifferent and unworthy
of federal protection, which is insutficient in the

South, while the national mind has actually

passed far beyond both of these principles, and
is settled in the conviction that slavery, where-
ever and howsoever it exists, exists only to be
regretted and deplored.

I counsel this course farther, because the
necessity for a return to the old national way
has become at last absolute and imperative. We
can extend slavery into new territories, and cre-

ate new slave states only by re-opening the
African slave trade ; a proceeding which, by
destroying all the existing values of the slaves

now held in the country, and their increase,

would bring the north and the south into com-
plete unanimity in favor of that return.

Finally I counsel that return because a States-

man has been designated who possesses, in an



eminent and most satisfactory degree, the virtues

and the qualifR-ations necessary for tlie leader In

so gieat and generous a movement; and I feel

well assured that Abraham Lincoln will not fail

to re-inaugurate the ancient constitutional policy

in the administration of the government success-

fully, because the Republican party, after ample
experience, has at last acquired the courage and
the constancy necessary to sustain him, and be-

cause I am satisfied that the peojile, at last fully

convinced of the wisdom and necessity of the

proposed reformation, are prepared to sustain

and give it etlect.

But when it shall have been accomplished,
what may we expect then ; what dangers must
we incur ; what disasters and calamities must we
fiuffer ? I answer uo dangers, disasters or calami-

ties. All parties will acquiesce, because it will

be the act of the people, in the exercise of their

sovereign jtower, in conformity with the consti-

tution and laws, and in harmony with the eternal

principles of justice, and the benignant sfjirit of
the age in which we live. All parties and all

sections will alike rejoice in the settlement of a
controversj', which has agitated the country and
disturbed its peace so long. We shall regain the
respect and good will of the Nations, and once
more, consistent with our principles, and with
our ancient character, we shall, with their free

consent, take our place at their head, in their

advancing progress, towards a higher and more
ha|)py, because more humane and more genial

civilization.
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Fellow Citizens :—One needs to have had
something of the experience that it has been my
fortune to have, living in a State at an early

period of its material development and social

improvement, and growing up with its growing
greatness in order to appreciate the feeling witli

which I am oppressed on this, my first entrance
into the capital of the State of Minnesota.
Every step of my progress since I reached the

Northern Mississippi has been attended by an
agreeable and great surprise. I had early read
the works in which the geographer had des-

cribed the scenes on which I was entering, and I

had studied these scenes in the finest produc-
tion of art. But still the grandeur, the luxuri-

ance, the benificence, the geniality of this region

were entirely unconceived. When I saw these

sentinel walls that look down on the Mississippi,

seen as I beheld them in their autumnal verdure,
just when the earliest tinges of the fall give va-

riety to the luxuriance of the forest, I thought
how much of taste and genius had been wasted
in celebrating the highlands of Scotland before
civilized man had reached the banks of the
Mississippi. And then that beautiful Lake
Pepin scene at sunset, when the autumnal green
of the hills was lost in a deep blue hue that imi-
tates that of the heavens. The genial yellow
atmosphere reflected the rays of the setting sun,
and the skies above seemed to come down to

spread their gorgeous drapery over this scene.
It was a piece of upholstery such as no hand but
that of nature could have made; and it was but
the vestibule to the capital of the State of Min-
nesota— a State which I have loved, which I

ever shall love, for more reasons than time would
allow me to mention, but chiefly because it is

one of three States which my own voice has
been potential in bringing into the federal Union
within the time that I have been engaged in the
federal councils. Every one of the three was a
free State, and I believe, on my soul, that of the

whole three Minnesota is the freest of all. (Loud
applause.)

I find myself now, for the first time, on the
high lands of the centre of the continent of North
America, equidistant from the waters of Hud-
son's Bay and the Gulf of Mexico, from the At-
lantic ocean to the ocean in which the sun sets

—here, on the spot where spring up, almost side

by side, so that they may kiss each other, the
two great rivers—the one of which, pursuing its

strange, capricious, majestic, vivacious career
through cascade and river, and rapid, lake after

lake, and river after river ; finally, after a course
of twenty-five hundred miles, brings your com-
merce half way to the ports of Europe ; and the
other, which meandering through woodland and
prairie a distance of twenty-five hundred miles,

taking in tributary after tributary from the East
and from the West, bringing together the waters
from the western declivity of tlie Alleghanies
and those which trickle down the Eastern sides

of the Rocky Mountains, finds the Atlantic

Ocean in the Gulf of Mexico. (Applause.) Here
is the central place whence the agriculture of tlie

richest region of North America must bear its

tribute to the supplies of the wliole world. (Ap-
plause.) On the East, all along the shore of
Lake Superior, and on the West stretching in

one broad plain, in a belt quite across the conti-

nent, is a country where State after State is yet
to rise, and where the jjroductions for the sup-
port of human society in other crowded States

must be brought forth. Tiiis is. then, a com-
manding field ; but it is as commanding in re-

gard to the destinies of this continent as it is in

regard to its commercial future, for power is not

to reside permanently on the eastern slope of
the Alleghany Mountains, nor in the seaports.

Seajtorts have always been overrun and controll-

ed by the people of the interior. The people of
the inland and of the upland—those who inhabit

the sources of the mighty waters—are they who

.
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supply them with wealth and power. The power
of this government hereafter is not to he estah-

lislied on either the Atlantic or the Pacific coast.

Tlie seaports will he the mouths by which we
shall communicate and correspond with Euiope;
but tlie power that shall sj)eak and .shall com-
municate and express the will of men on this

continent is to be located in the Mississippi Val-

ley, and at the sources of the Mississippi and
the St. Lawrence. (Loud applause.) In other

days, studying what might, perhaps have seem-
ed to others trifling or visiouary, I have cast

about for the future, the ultimate, central seat

of power of the North American peojjle. I had
looked at Quebec and New Orleans, at Washing-
ton and at San Francisco, at Cincinnati and at

St. Louis, and it had been the result of my best

coiijecture that the seat of power for North Ame-
rica would be yet found in the valley of Mexico,
that the glories of the Aztec capital would be
lenewed, and that city would become ultimately

the Capital of the United States of America. But
I have corrected that view, and I now believe

tliat the ultimate last seat of power on this con-

tinent will be found somewhere within a radius

not very far from the very spot where I stand, at

the head of navigation on the Mississijipi river.

(Loud applause
)

Fellow citizens, I have often seen, but never

with great surprise, that on the occasion of a

great revival of religion in a community where
I hajipen to live, the oldest, the most devout, the

most religious preacher, he whose life had seemed
to me and to the world to be best ordered, ac-

cording to the laws of God, and in affection to

the interests of mankind—that such as he dis-

covered, in the heat of this religious excitement,

that he had been entirely mistaken in his own
experience, and that he now found out, to his

great grief and astonishment, that he had never

befoie been converted, and that now, for the first

time, he had become a Christian. (Laughter.)

While I stand here I almost fall into the notion

that I am in the category of that preacher

—

(laughter)—and that, although I cannot charge

myself with having been really a seditious, or

even a disloyal citizen, or an unobservant public

man, I have yet never exactly understood the

duties that I owed to society and the spirit that

belongs to an American statesman. This is be-

cause I have never, until now, occui)ied that

place whence I could grasp and take in the whole
grand panorama of the continent, for the happi-

ness of whose present people and of whose fu-

ture millions it is the duty of an American
statesman to labor. I have often said, and in-

deed tiiought, that one would get a very adequate,

a very high idea of the greatness of this Amei'i-

can republic of ours if he stood, as I have done,

on the deck of an American ship-of-vvar as she

sailed the Mediterranean, and, passing thiough

the Ionian Islands, ascended the Adriatic, bear-

ing at the masthead the stripes and stars, that

commanded respect and inspired fear, equally

among the semi-barbarians fif Asia and the most
polite and ))Owerful of the nations of Europe—

I

have often thought that I culd lift myself up to

the conce[)tion of the greatness of this republic

of ours by taking my stand on the terrace of the

Capitol at Washington, and contemplating the

concentration of the political power of the Amer-
iicau people, and following out in my imagina-

tion the despatches by which that will, after

being modified by the executive and legislative

departments, went forth as laws and edicts, ai:d

ordinances, for the government of a great peo-
ple. But, after all, no such place as either of
these is equal to that which I now occupy.

I seem to myself to stand here on this eminence
as the traveler who climbs to the dome of St.

Peter's in Rome, and there, through the opening
in that dome appears to be in almost direct and
immediate conmiunication with the Almighty
power that directs and controUs the actions and
the wills of men, while he looks down from that

eminence on the priests and votaries who vainly
try, by poring over books and prayers, to study
out the will of the Eternal. So it is with me.
I can stand here and look far off in to the North-
west and see the Russian, as he busily occujjies

himself in establishing seaports and towns, and
fortifications, as outposts of the empire of St.

Petersburg, and I can say, *' Go on ; build up
your outposts to the Arctic ocean. Thoy will

yet become the outposts of my own country, to

extend the civilization of the United States in

tlie Northwest." So I look on Prince Rupert's
land and Canada, and see how an ingenious peo-

ple and a capable, enlightened government, are
occupied with bridging rivers and making rail-

roads and telegraphs, to develop, organize, create
and preserve the British provinces of the north,

by the great lakes, the St. Lawrence and around
the shores of Hudson's Bay, and I am able to

say, " It is very well; you are building excellent

States to be hereafter admitted into the American
Union." (Ai)plause.) I can look Southward and
see, amid all the convulsions that are breaking up
the ancient provinces of Spain, the Spanish Amer-
ican republics—see in their decay and dissohUion
the preparatory stage for their reorganization in

free, equal and independent members of tha

United States of America. Standing on such an
eminence and looking with that far distant range
of vision, I can now look down on the States and
the people of the Atlantic coast—of Maine and
Massachusetts, and NewYork and Pennsylvania,

and Virginia and tlie Carolinas, and Georgia and
Louisiana, and Texas, and round by the Pacific

coast to California and Oregon—I can hear their

disputes, their fretful controversies, their threats

that if their own separate interests aie not grati-

fied and consulted by the federal government,
they will separate from this Union—will secede

from it. will dissolve it; and while I hear on their

busy sidewalks these clamorous contentions I

am able to say, " Peace ; be still. These sub-

jects of contention and dispiite that so irritate,

and anger, and provoke you, are but ephemeral

or temporary. These institutions which you so

much desire to conserve, and for which you think

you would sacrifice the welfare of the people of

this continent, are almost as ephemeral as your-

selves." The man is born to-day uhc will hve to

see the JlmericanUnion, theAmeiecan people—the

whole of them—coming into the harmonious un-

derstanding that this is the land of the free

man—for the free man—that it is the land for
the white man ; and that whatever elemenit iJiere

are to disturb its present peace or irtiiute the

passions of its possessors will in the end—and
that end will come before long—pass away, with-

ovt capacity in any way to disturb the harmony
of or endanger this great Union. (Applause.}
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Fellow citizens, it is under the influence of re-

flections like these that I thank God here to-daj',

more fervently than ever, that I live in such a

great country as this, and that my lot has been

cast in it—not before the period when political

society was to be organized, nor yet in that distant

period when it is to collapse and fall into ruin,

but that I live in the very day and hour when
liolilical society is to be effectually organized

throughout this entire country. Fellow citizens,

we seem here and now to feel, to come into the

knowledge of, that high necessity which compels

every state in this Union to be, not separated and
several States, but one part of the American re-

public. We see and feel more than ever, when
we come up here, that fervent heat of benevo-

lence and love for the region in which our lot is

cast, that will not suffer the citizens of Maine, the

citizens of South Carolina, the citizens of Texas,

or the citizens of Wisconsin or Minnesota, to be

aliens to, or enemies of, each other, but which
on the other hand compels them to be members
of one great political family. Aye, and we see

nioro—how it is that while society is convulsed

with the jealousies between native and foreign

born in our Atlantic cities and on our Pacific

coast, and tormented with the rivalries and jea-

lousies produced by difference of birth, of lan-

guage and of religion, here in this central point

of the republic the German, and the Irishman,

and the Italian, and the Frenchman, and the

Hollander, becomes, in spite of himself, almost

completely, in his own eyes and in liis children's,

an American citizen. (Applause.) We see and
feel; therefore, the unity, in other words, that

constitutes, and compels us to constitute, not

many nations, not many peoples, but one nation

and one people onl}-. (A{)plause.) Valetudina-

rians of the North have been in the habit of

seeking the sunny skies of the South to restore

their wasting frames under consumption; and
valetudinarians of the South have been accus-

tomed to seek the skies of Italy for the same re-

lief. Now you see the valetudinarians of the

whole continent, from the frozen North and from
the burning South, resort to the sources of the

Mississippi for an atmosphere wliich shall rein-

vigorate and restore them to health. (Apijlause.)

Do you not see and feel here that this atmos-
phere has another virtue—tiiat when men from
Maine and from Carolina, and from Mississippi

and from New Hampshire, and from England
and Ireland and Scotland, from Germany and
from all other portions of the world, come up
here into this same valley of the Mississippi, the
atmosphere, when it once becomes naturalized
to their lungs, becomes the atmosphere not only
of health, but of liberty and freedom'? (Ap-
plause.) Do we not feel when we come up here that
we have not only found the temple and the shrine

offreedom, but that we have come into the actual
living presence of the Goddess of Freedom ? (Loud
A[ipluuse.) Once in her presence we see that no
less capacious temple could be fit for the worship
that is her due.

1 wish, my fellow citizens, that all my asso-

ciates in ])ublic life could come up here with me
and learn by experience, as I have dfme. the ele-

vation and serenity of soul which pervade Ihe
people of the great Northwest. It is the only
region of the United States in which I find fi ater-

l^ty and mutual charity fully develo[)ed. (Ap-
plause.) Since I first set my f^oot in the valley of

the Upper ]\Iississi;)pi I have met men of all sects

and of all religions, men of the republican party
and of the democratic {)arty and of the Ameri-
can party, and I have not heard one reproachful
word, one disdainful sentiment. I have seen
that you can differ, and yet not disagree. (Ap-
plause.) 1 have seen that you can love jour
parties and the statesmen of your choice, and
yet love still more the country, and its rulers,

the people—the sovereign people—not the squat-

ter sovereignties, scattered so widecast in distaiit

and remote Territories which you are never to

enter, and so devised that they may be sold, and
that the Supreme Court of the United Slates

may abolish sovereignty and the sovereigns also.

(Laughter.) You love the sovereignty that you
possess yourselves, where every man is his own
sovereign—the popular sovereignty that belongs
to me, and the popular sovereignty that belongs
to you, and the ecjual popular sovereignty that

belongs to every other man who is under the
government and protection of the United States.

(Applause.) Under the influence of such senti-

luents and feelings as these I scarcely know how
to act or speak when I come before you at the
command of the people of Minnesota, as a re-

publican. I feel that if we could be but a little

more indulgent, a little more patient with each
other, a li,tlle more charitable, all the grounds
on which we disagree would disappear and pass
away, just as false popular sovereignty is passing
away; and let us all, if we cannot confess our-

selves to be all republicans, at least agree that

we are American citizens. (Applause.) I see

here, moreover, how it is that in spite of sec-

tional and personal ambition, the form and body
and spirit of this nation organizes itself and con-

solidates itself out of the equilibrium of irre-

pressible and j'et healthful jiolitical counter-

balancing forces, and how out of that equilibrium
is produced just exactly that one thing which
the interests of the continent and of mankind
requiie should be developed here—and that is a
federal republic of separate republican and demo-
cratic States.

I see here how little you and I, and those who
are wi.ser and better and greater than you or I,

have done, and how little they can do, to pro-

duce the very political condition for the people
of this continent which they are assuming, and
under which they are permanently to remain

—

and that is the condition of a free people. I

see that while we seemed to ourselves to have
Ween trying to do much and to do everything,

and while many fancy that they have done a
great deal, yet what we have been doing, what
we now are doing, what we shall hereafter do,

and what we and those who may come after us

shall continue to be doing, is just exactly what
was necessary to be done, whether we knew it

or not, for the interests of humanity on this

globe, and therefore it was certain to be done,
because necessity is only another e.xpression oi-

name for the higher law. God ordains that what
is useful to be done shall be done. (Applause.)

When I survey the American people as they aie

developing themselves fully and i)erfectly here.

I see that they are doing wljat the exigencies of
political society throughout the world have
at last rendered it necessarj' to be done. Society

tried for six thousand years how to live and im-
prove, and perfect itself under monarchical and
aristocratic systems of government, while prac-
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tising a system of dupredat ion and slavery on each
other ; and the result has been all over the world,

a complete and absolute failure. At last, at the

close of the last century, the failure was discov-

ered, and a revelation was made of tlie necessity

of a system in which henceforth men should
cease to enslave each other and should govern

themselves. (Applause.) Nowhere in Africa, in

Asia or in Europe, was there an open field where
this great new work of the reorganization of a

political society under more favorable forms of

government could be attempted. They were all

occupied. This gi'eat and unoccupied continent

furnished the very theatre that was necessary,

and to it come all the bold, the brave, the free

men throughout the world, who feel and know
tliat necessity, and who have the courage, the

manhood and the humanity to labor to produce
this great organization. Providence set apart

this continent for this work, and, as I think, set

apart and designated this particular locality for

the place whence shall go forth continually the

ever-renewing spirit which shall bring the people

of all otiier portions of the continent up to a

continual advance in the establishment of this

system. I will make myself better understood

by saying that, until the beginning of the present

century, men had lived the involuntary subjects

of political governments, and that the time had
come when mankind could no longer consent to

be so governed by force.

The time had come when men were to live

voluntary citizens and sovereigns themselves of

the States which they possessed ; and that is the

piiiiciple of the government established here. It

has only one vital principle All others are re-

solved into it. That one principle—what is it 1

It is the equality of every man who is a member
of the State to be governed. If there be not abso-

lute political equality, then some portion of the

jieople are governed by force, and are not volun-

tary citizens
;
and whenever any portion of the

citizens are governed by force, tlien you are car-

ried so far backward again toward the old sys-

tem of involuntary citizenship, or a government
by kings, lords and standing army. This was
the great necessity, not of the people (_)f the Uni-

ted States alone. It was not even the original

conce[)tion of the people of the United States

that a republican government was to be estab-

lished for themselves alone; but the establish-

ment of the republican system of the United

Slates of America was only bringing out and re-

diicing to actual practice the ideas and opinions

which men had alieady formed all over the civ-

ilized world
; and if you will refer to the action

of our forefathers you will find that while they

labored, as they miiiht well labor, to secure this

tioverrmient in its republican form for themselves

and their posterity, yet they were conscious that

they were erecting it as a model for the people of

every nation, kindred and tongue under heaven.

The old Continental Congress of 1787 declaied

that the interests of the United States were the

interests of human nature, and that it was the

poliiical redemption of human nature that was
to lie worked out on the eontiner;t of North Ame-
rica, and, as I have said, it is to be brought to its

])eifcciion here in the vallej' of the Mississippi.

ISow, fellow citizens, the frani'-rs of the Re|)Ub-

lic conceived this necessity—they assumed this

hiiih responsibility. They never could have
done so except for the crisis of the Revolution,

which kindled enlightened patriotism within the
bosoms of the people, and enabled them, for a
brief period, to elevate themselves up above tcm-
porai'y and ephemeral interests and prejudices,

and to rise to the great task of organi/.ins and
constituting a free government. The people un-
derstood the great principle on which it was to

be founded—the political equality of the whole
people—and that, they did so understand it you
will .see in the Declaration of Independence, in

whicli, beginning to lay the foundations of tliis

great I'epublic, they laid them on the great tiiith

that all men are created equal, and have inalien-

able rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. But it was not the good fortune of our
forefathers to be able to find full and ample ma-
terials all of the right kind, for the erection of

the temple of libert}' which they constructed.

Providence has so ordered it that all the materi-

als for any edifice which the human head is re-

quired to devise and the human hand to construct

cannot be found anywhere. If you propose to

build a limestone house you may excavate the

ground on which it is to be placed, and take

from the bosom of the earth the stones, and lay

them all away in their pioper place in the foun-

dation and walls But other materials besides

the limestone enter into the noblest structure

that you can make. There must be some lime
and some sand, and some iron, and some wood,
and yon must combine materials to make any
human structure.

Even the founders of a great republic like

this, wishing and intending to place it on the

principle of the equality of man, had to take

such materials as they found. They had to take

a society in which some were free and someweie
slaves, and to form a Union in which some were
fivQ states and sonie were slave states. They had
the ideal before them, but they were unable to

perfect it all at once. What did they do ? They
did as the architect does who raises a structui-e

of stone, and lime and sand; and where theie is

a weakness of the material, and where the

strength of the edifice would be impaired, he
a])plies braces and props, and bulwarks and
battlen)ents, to strengthen and fortify, so as to

make the weak part combine with and be held

together in solid connection with the fii'm and
strong. That is what our fathers intended to

do, and what they did do, when they framed the

federal government. Seeing this element of

slavery, which they could not eliminate, they

said, " We will take care that it shall not weak-
en the edifice and bring it into ruin. We will

take care that, although we may allow slaves

now, the number of slaves hereafter shall dimin-

ish and the number of white men shall increase,

and that ultimately tlie element of free white

men shall be so strong that the element of sla-

very shall be inadequate to produce any serious

dangei-, calamity or disaster." How did they do
this 1 They did it in a simple way : by authori-

zing Congress to prohibit, and practically by
prohibiting the African slave trade afier the

expiration of twenty years from the establish-

ment of the Gonstitutiiin, supposing that if no
more slaves were imported (he American people

—then almost unanimously in favor of emanci-
pation—would be able to eliminate from the

country the small amount of slavery, which
would be left to decay and decline for want pf

i
invigoration by the African slave trade. They
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did another tiling. Tliey >-cfc njiavt tli« tcrvitDi-y

MO^-tliwest of tlie Ohio river—all of the uiU'Ccu-

pied dom lin of the United States—for freemen

only, declarinn; that, neither .slavery nor invohin-

tar>' servitude should ever enter on its soil.

They did one thini^ more. They dcfdared that

Congress should pass uniform laws of naturali-

zation, so that when the importation of African

slaves should cease voluntary emigration of free-

men from all other lands should he encouraged
and stimulated. Thus, while unable to exclude

slavery- from the system, they provided for the

development and perfection of the principle

—

gi-a dually approaching it—that all men are born

fjee and equal.

\nd now, fellow citizens, we see all around us

the results of that wise policy. Certain of the

States concurred partially in the policy of the

fathers. I need not tell you what States they

were. They were Massachusetts, Vermont,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New .Jer-

sey and Pennsylvania. Some other States did

not. I need not tell you what States they were.

Tliey were the six Southern States of the union.

The si.x Southern States said :
'" Although the

Constitution has arrested the slave trade and in-

vited immigration, and adopted the policy of

making all the men of the States free and equal,

yet we will adhere to the system of slavery."

Well, what is the result 1 You see it in the

cities of Boston, New York and Philadelphia.

You see it in the wheat fields of New York, of

Ohio, of Indiana, of Illinois, of Wisconsin.

You see it in the flocks of sheep in Vermont and
New Hampshire. You see it in the cattle that

multiply and abound upon a thousand hills. You
see it in the millions of spindles in the maimfac-
tories of the East, and in the forges and fuiiiaces

of Pennsylvania. You see it in the crowded
shipping of New York, and in her palaces and
towers, ambitiously emulating the splendors of

the Old World, and grasping to herself the com-
merce of the globe. You see even in California

and Oregon the same results. You see them in

the cop[)er dug out on the banks of Lake Supe-
rior, the iron in Pennsylvania, the gypsum in

New York, the salt in Ohio and New York, the

lead in Illinois, and the silver and the gold in the

free States of the Pacific coast. In all these you
see the fruits of this policy.

Neither in forests, nor mines, nor manufacto-
ries, nor workshops, is their one African slave

that turns a wheel or supplies oil to kee[) the

machinery in motion. (Applause.) On the other
hand you see millions of freemen crowding each
other in a perpetual wave, rolling over from
Europe on the Atlantic coast, spreading over and
building up great States from the foot of the
Alleghany mountains, rolling over thence year
after year, until they build up in nine years a
capital in Minnesota equal to the capital built in

any slave State in the Union in two hundred
years. (Cheers.) You see here the fruits of this

great policy of the fathers
;
you see what comes

of a wise policy. But do not let us mistake it

for policy. It is not policy ; it is the simple
national practice of justice, of equal and exact
justice to all men—for this freedom which we
boast so highly, which we love so dearly, and so
justly, which we prefer above every other earth-
ly good, and without which earth is unfit for

the habitation of man—what is it 1 Nothing but
you allowing to me my rights, and I allowing to

you equal rights—every man having exactly his

own, the right to decide whether he will labor or

peiish, whether he will labor and eat, or will be
idle and die—and if he will labor, for what he "ill

labor and for wOiom he will labor, and the riiiht

to discharge his employer just exactly as the

employer can discharge him. (Chceis.) You
see the fruits of this policy in another way. Go
over the American continent, from one end of it

to the other, wherever the principle of equality

has been retained, and every citizen of a State,

and every citizen of every other State and every
exile from a foreign nation, may write, print,

speak and vote

—

wiien he acquires the right to

vote—just exactly as he pleases, and there is no
man to molest him, no man to terrify him, no
man even to complain. .And now reverse the

pictu!e, and go i;ito any State that has ret;ii:ied

the principle of the nie(]uality of man, and de-

termined that it will maintain it to the last, and
you will find the State where not even the native

born citizen and slaveholder, or certainly none
hut him, can express his o])inion on the question
whether the African is or is not a descendant of
Ham, or whether he is equal or inferior to the

white man, and if he be inferior, whether it la

not the duly of the white man to enslave him.
No " mum's the word " for freemen wherever
slavery is retained and cherislied—silence, the

absence of freedom of speech and of freedom of

the pi ess. What kind of freedom is thatl Is

there a man in Miimesoia who would for one day
consent to live in it 'f he were not indulged in

the exercise of the ri_dit to hurrah for Lincoln

or to hurrah fVii- Douglas, to hurrah for freeiloni

or to huriah t\)r slavery. I think that these

180,000 people would be seen moving right out,

east and we.'!t, into British North America or

into Kamtschatka. anywhere on the earth, to get

out of this luxuriant and fertile valley, if any
power, human or divine, should declare to them
that they spoke and voted their real sentiments

and their real choice at their peril. Now, fellow

citizens, you need only look around through
such a mass of American citizens as I can see

before me, and you may go over all the free

States in this Union, and you will find them
every day of the week somewhere gathered to-

gether, expressing their opinions, and preparing
to declare their will, just exactly as you are

doing. Does this happen to be sol Is it man's
work, or device, or contrivance, that on this

land, on this side of the great lakes, on this side

of the Atlantic Ocean, on this side only of the
Pacific Ocean, men may all meet or may all stay

apart, may all speak, think, act, print, write and
vote just exactly as they i)lease, while there is no
other land on the face of the earth where ten

meri can he assembled together to exercise the

same rights without being dispersed by an armed
band of soldiers'! Does \i happen to be so in

the United States or is it the result of that

higher law, controlling the destinies of races and
of nations of men, so as to bring out and perfect

here what I have described as the great consti-

tution of society, of a self-governing people, the

practice of equal and exact justice amonti each
other. Manifestly it is not of man's device or

contrivance, but it is a superior power tlmt
—

• " shapoB our eiidK,

Rough hew tliem bow we mny."

Now, fellow citizens, while we see how. obvi-

ously this is the result of controlling necessity,
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li:i\v (il)\-iously we re;id thnt it is in accurflniice

Willi the \'«i'y iHirp.'Sf; nt' a. In-heficent Proviilein't;,

li()\v siiicrular and .strautje it is ..that so niucli

pains have been taken lo defeat and prevent Ibe

organization and perfection of this very system
of government among as. What has not the

nation seen done and permitted to be done at

Washington 1 It has peimitted statutes to be
made, and judgments to be rendered in its

name, declaring that men are not freemen, but
that in certain conditions and in certain places

they are merchandise. The Supreme Court of

the United States never rises without recording
judgments and directing e.xecutions for the sale

of men, women and children, as merchandise.
And this is done in your name and mine. The
Constitution uever declared, never intended to

declare, was never by its framers understood to

declare, that any man could be a chattle and
merchandise. (Applause. " Three cheers for

that declaration.") All that it did declare was
that all men should have rights to personal se-

curity and persona) liberty within the action of

the federal government. You see how we have
had new religious systems established among us

teaching that the African slaves among us, all

Africans, are the children of an accursed parent,

who was cursed not only in his own person and
in his own day and generation, but in all his

generations, and teaching that everybody had a

right to curse his generation. We have had
religious systems established among us, teaching
that it is our duty to capture and return to

slavery slaves escaping from their masters, be-

cause St. Paul sent back Onesimus, as thej' saj',

to his master—religious systems even teaching
that it is the duty of men in a free State, not
only to submit to laws passed foi* the j>urpose

of extending human bondage, but even person-
ally to execute them. You have seen in a por-

tion of the Union how the great governing race,

the white men, actually deprive themselves largely

of the advantages of education and instruction

for the greater security of keeping slaves in

ignorance, so that schools and colleges, libraries

and universities, as they are organized and per-

fected in the free States, and now in most of the

States of Western Europe, are incapable of being
had or maintained in the slave States. You have
Reen how we have, in order to counteract the

policy of our forefathers on the subject of slavery,

surrendered in 1820 the State of Missouri and all

that part of the Territory of Louisiana that lies

south -36° 30' to slaver)', and contented ourselves
with saving to freedom what lay north of that
line : and you have seen how, only forty years
afterwards in order to counteract and entirely

defeat the policy of the fathers in establishing

such institutions as those, we surrendered and
gave up the whole of what we had saved in 1820,
surrendering Kansas and the whole of our jjos-

sessions from one end of the continent to the
other, to be made slave colonies and slave States.

if slave owners could make them so, and agree-
ing that we would receive them into the Union,
as we had already for like considerations agreed
to receive four slave States out of Texas, to the
end that government might not continue to be.

and develop itself to be, a government founded
on the equality of man, but should be and
remain forever a government founded on the

principle of property in man. You have seen,

fellow citizens, within the last thirty years, how

the Congress of the Utiited States, in order to

defeat the great policy, has suppressed for a

pet iod of nearly ten years freedom of debate and
the right of ])etition on the subject of slavery in

the House of Representatives and in the Senate
of the United States. You know now how the

mails of the United States are subjected to es-

pionage, to the end that any paper, or letter, or

writing that shall argue for freedom against

slavery, shall be abstracted and withdrawn, in

order to fortify the power of slavery. You have
seen the federal government connive and co-

operate and combine with the slave party in en-

deavoring to force slavery on the people of
Kansas when they had refused to accept it. If

you have seen all these things done, I am sorry

to say that most of you have, at some time in

your lives, given your consent that they should
be done. The American people have consented
to all this action of their own government to

counteract and subvert the very principles of
freedom established by the constitution.

Now, since all this has been done, let us see

what is the result after all—what advantage has
slavery got, and what has freedom lost, while we
have for forty years given our free consent that

freedom should be stripped of everything and
that slavery should be invested with all power.
Wliy, they have arrested the march of emanci-
pation at the line of Pennsylvania, and have
left the ancient slavery still existing in Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Caro-
lina and Georgia ; and they have added to them
some five or six slave States in the southwestern
angle of the Ohio and the Mississippi. That is

all that they have done. And on the other hand,
this great vital principle of the rei)ublic, this

principle of freedom and equality, what has it not

done 1 It has abolished slavery in seven of the

original states, and has produced new and strong

and most vigorous and virtuous States all along
the shores of the great lakes and across to the

valley of the Mississippi, and it has established

freedom beyond the power of being overthrown
on the coasts of the Pacific Ocean.

Certainly, since we can lay so little claim to

havitig produced these results by our own work,
or wisdom, or virtue, what could it have been but

that overruling Power, which, by its higher law,

controls even the perverse wills of men, and which
means that this shall be,henceforth and forever, as
it ivas established in the beginning, a land, not of
slavery, but a land offreedom. (Cheers.) Fellow
citizens, either in one way or the other, ivhether

you agree ivith me in attributing it to the interposi-

tion of Divine Providence or not, this battle has
been fought, this victory has been won. Slavery

to-day is, for the first time not only powerless, but

without influence in the American republic. The
serried ranks of party after party, which rallied

utider it to sustain and support it, are broken and
dissolved under the pressure of the march^lhe
great and powerful march-of the American people

determined to restore freedom to its original and
just jiosition in the government. For the first lime

in the history of the United States, no man in a

free State can be bribed to vote for slavery. The
government of the United States has not the

power to make good a bribe or a seduction by
which to make and convert Democrats to support

slavery. (Applause.) For the first time m the

history of the republic the slave power has not

even the power to terrify or alarm the freeman so
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as to make him stuhmit, and scheme, and coin-

cide, and compromise. It rails now with a feeble

voice, as it thundered in our ears for twenty oi

thirtj' years past. With a feeble and muttering

voice they cry out that they will tear the Union
to pieces. (Derisive laughter.) Who^s nfaid?
(Laughter and cries of " No one ! ") They com-
plain that if we will not surrender our principles,

and our system, and our right—being a major-

ity—to rule, and if we will not accept their

system, and such rulers as they will give us, they

will go out of the Union. Who's afraid 1

(Laughter.) Nobody^s afraid; nobody can be

bought.

Now, fellow citizens, let me ask you, since you
are so prompt at answering—suppose at any time

•within the last forty years we could have found
American people in the free States everywhei'e

just as they are everywhere in the free States

now— in such a condition that there was no
party that could he bought, nobody that could
be scared— how much sooner do you think this

revolution would have come, in which we are

now engaged 1 I do not believe there has been
one day since 1787 until now when Slavery had
any power in this government, except what it

derived from buying up men of weak virtue, no
principle and great cupidity, and terrifying men
of weak nerve in the free States. (Laughter and
applause.) And now I come to ask what has
made this great political change 1 How is it that

the American people, who, onTy ten years ago,

said, " Take part, take all"—who only six years

ago, said, " Take Kansas, carry slavery over it,"

wlu> wlien tlie tears of the widows and the blood

of the mart^TS of liberty cried out from the

ground and appealed to them for aid and help,

and sympathy, said, " Let Kansas shriek ;

" how
is it that in the space of six years you have all

become— the whole people of the North and of

the Northwest, the whole people of the free

8tates—have become all at once so honest that

none of them can be bought, so brave that none
of them can be scared '! I will tell you. Theor-
ists and visionaries on the Atlantic coast, who of

all men in the world were safest from the inva-

sion of slavery and had least to suffer from it,

while these prairies and fields and wildernesses

nere as yet being filled up and organized, could
not be convinced of the imminence of the danger.

It has been next to impossible to convince the
man who lives on the sidewalk of an Atlantic

city, or even the farmer in his field, ^^•ho lives in

Ontario, or Cayuga, or Berks, or in any of the
counties of the Eastern States, that it was a mat-
ter of very great consequence to him, whether
slaves or freemen constitute the people— the

ruling power of the new States. But just in the
riglit moment, when the battle was as good as

lost, the emigration from the Eastern States and
from the Old World, into Michigan, and Wiscon-
sin, and Minnesota and Iowa, ro,se up in the exer-
cise and enjoyment of that freedom which had
been saved to them by the ordinance of 1787,
and appreciating jts value and importance, and
leeling, every man for himself, that he neither
would be a slave, nor make a slave, nor own a
slave, nor allow any particular man to make or
buy, or own a slave within the state to which
they belonged, they came like Blucher to the
rescue, and the field of Waterloo was won. The
Northwest has vindicated the wisdom of the
statesmen of 1787, and tho virtue of the Ameri-

can people ; and now since you were so deter-

mined that slavery should be arrested and that

freedom should henceforth be national and sla-

very only sectional, we of the Atlantic States aro

becoming just as honest and just as brave as you
are. (Applause.)

Fellow citizens, I must not be mis-interpreted.

I have said that this battle was fouglit, and this

victory won. I said so four years ago in the

Senate of the United States, and perhaps I was
thought to have thereby, instead of encnuraginf^

the great army of freedom to consummate its

triumph, tended to demoralize its energies. L

knew better. I knew that men worked all the

better, and are all the braver when they have

hope and confidence of success and triumph, in-

stead of acting under the influence of despond-

ency and despair. This battle is fought and thi.s

victory is won, provided that you stand deter-

mined to maintain the great Republican party

under its great and glorious leader, Abraham
Lincoln, in inaugurating its principles into tho

administration of the government, and provided

you stand by him in his administration, if it shall

"be, as I trust it shall, a wise and just, and good

one, until the adversary shallfind out that he has

been beaten and shall voluntarily retire from the

field. (Applause.)

A voice—" We'll do it."

Unless you do that, there is still danger that

all that has been gained may be lost. There is

one danger remaining—one only. Slavery can

never now force itself or be forced from the

stock that exists among us, into the territories

of the United States. But the cupidity of trade

and the ambition of those wh-s-e intere?-;ts aro

identified with slavery, are such that they may
clandestinely and surreptitiously reopen, eithei"

within the forms of la\v or without them, the

African slave trade, and may bring in new car-

goes of African slaves at SlOO a head and scat-

ter them into the Territories ; and, once getting;

possession of new territory, they may again ope-

rate on the cupidity or tJie patriotism of tho

American people.

Therefore it is that I enjoin upon you all to re-

gard yourselves as men, who, although you have

achieved the victory and are entitled even now,

it seems, to laurels, have enlisted for the war
and for your natural lives. You are committed
to maintain this great policy until it shall havo

been so firmly reinstated in the administration

of the government, and so firmly established

in the hearts, and wills, and attections of tlie

American people, that there shall never be again

a demoralization from this great work. We look

to you of the Northwest. Whether this is to bo

a land of slavery or of freedom, the people of

the Northwest are to be the arbitratoi-s of it.i

destiny. The virtue that is to save this nation

must reside in the Northwest, for the sim])le rea-

son that it is not the people who live on the side-

walks, and who deal in merchandise on the Atlan-

tic or the Pacific coasts, that exercise the ))o\ver

of government, of sovereignty, in the United

States. The political power of the United S'ates

resides in the owners of the lands of the United

States. The owners of workshops and of the

banks are in the East, and the owners of the gold

mines are in the far West ; but the owne- s of the

land of the United States are to be found ...long

the shores of the Mississippi rivei', fi'i" \'cw

Orleans to the sources of the great r:vc;.> -^
> i iho
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great lakes. On both sides of this stream are

the people who hold in their hands the destinies

of the republic. I have been asked by many of

you what I tliink of Minnesota. I will not en-

large further than to say that Minnesota must
be either a great State or a mean one, just as

her people shall have wisdom and virtue to

decide.

That some great states are to be built up in the
valley of the Mississippi, I know. You will no
longer hear hereafter of the " Old Dominion "

state; dominion has passed away from Virginia
long ago. Pennsylvania is no longer the key-
stone of the American Union, for the arch has
been extended from the Atlantic coast to the
Pacific Ocean, and the center of the arch is

moved westward. A new keystone is to be
built in that arch. New York will cease to be
the Empire State, and a new Empire State will

grow up in a northern latitude, where the lands
are rich, and where the people who cultivate

them are all free and all equal. That state which
shall be truest to the great fundamental principle

of the government— that state which shall be
most faithful, most vigorous in developing and
perfecting society on this principle—will be at

once the new Dominion State, the new Keystone
State, the new Empire State. (Applause.) If

there is any state in the Northwest that has been
kinder to me than the State of Minnesota, and
if such a consideration could influence me, then
I might perhaps have a feeling of emulation for

some other state. I will only say, that every
man who has an honest heart and a clear head
can see that these proud distinctions arc within

the grasp of the people of Minnesota, and every

generous heart will be willing to give her a fair

chance to secure them. (Loud Applause.)
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Fellow Cetizrns: He who could pass down
the Mississippi, as it washes the shores of Iowa,
and see the accumulated products of the harvest,
waiting, under all changes of the weather, for
means of transport to the eastei-n markets, and
thence for distribution to tlie needy in eveiy part
of the globe, and be unmoved, must be an
enemj' of his race. He who could enter this, the
principal seaport of tiie Slate, witness the signs
of activity and thrift which appear on all sidles,

ascend the hills which overlook the town and
river, and see the rich and useful minerals every-
where and on every side extracted from the
bosom of the earth and sent abroad to perform
their part in the service of mankind, must be
incapable of appreciating the eleiuents of a great
and prosperous people.

I have seen, as have my fellow travelers, this
exhibition; and it may be not unpleasing to you
to know the results of the observations we have
made. It is that, although this town and State
were stimulated to a high degree of activity, and
to a very rapid process of development by the
great tide of capital and emigration from the
east, which was arrested in the revulsion of 1857,
yet the basis of the prosperity of this citv and
State IS sure and steadfast; the blood, after such
increased activity in searching the distant parts
of our great system, must needs return to the
heart agam in the East from which it flowed
But so long as a great nation like this remains at
peace, the blood is not long in filling up a^ain
the storehouse of the heart. Within a year or
two or three, the prosperity of Dubuque and of
Iowa will be renewed,

Fellow citizens, we were tempted by the com-
mittee who accompanied us to the heights which
overlook the city, and who took us for"politicians
of a different class—we were tempted with the
display before us. Here, tliey said, at your feet
he three States, Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois-
enough, they thought, to tempt ambitious poli-
ticians as they sujjposed us to be. I answered
that the States which were desired by Northern
politicians during my connection with public
service, had been no such States as these which
produce wheat, and corn and lead ; but they were
States which lay further down the valley of the
Mississip!)i

; the nearer the Gulf of Mexico the
better. And my respected friend from Massa-
chusetts remarked that they didn't seem to know
wliat constitutes a State in the esteem of a north-
ern politician

; it is negroes that constitute tho
State—politicians want slaves, and you have none
to offer.

Fellow citizens, we in the East are interested
in your success, in your prosperity, in your ag-
grandizement, for we in the East are but the con-
sumers and the manufacturers and the sellers of
what you create. We should soon languish and .

die if production were to cease in the valley of
the Mississippi. Nor, perhaps, is it necessary to
add, are you independent of us, for you are
charged with the responsibility of supplying tlie
materials of men and women, and of men for tho
defense of the liberties of this nation and its
welfare. And if wc of the East are feeble and
imbecile, you in the West will languish and come
down to the same common ruin with ourselves.
It is therefore that we propose to speak to you



18

on this occasion of what concerns us all ;
a great

political quesliou, which is to be the subject of

decision by the American people in the coming

canvass.

We who have come here from the East say that

the national policy for the last forty years on the

subject has been erroneous, false, and tends to

ruin, and that it must be reversed. That policy

simply, tersely stated is this : The policy of the

Federal government has been to extend and for-

tify African slave labor in the United States.

Now let there be no cavil on tliis point, for

many who have maintained the administration

and the party who have carried out this policy,

have been unconscious, doubtless, of the nature of

the policy they maintained. But it is not a subject

of dispute or cavil wliat has been tlie policy of the

govenmient of the country fir forty years. I will

give but one illustration. No man in the nation

would liave objected or could have objected to the

admission of Texas into tlie Federal Union provid-

ed it had been a free state. No man who objected

could have objected but for the reason that slie

was not a slave state. Wlien the question of an-

nexing Texas tried all the existing parties, and

puzzled, bewildered, and confounded the states-

men of the country, the question was finally

decided, in a short and simple way, by the de-

claration of the administration of John Tyler,

made by Mr. Calhoun, his Secretary of State,

that Texas must be annexed because it was a

slaveholding country— it must be annexed with

the condition of subdividing it into four slave

states. Texas must be annexed for the purpose

of fortifying and defending the institution of

slavery in the United States. This one single

fact upon which the parties joined issue, is con-

clusive. I will not go further in showing that

that has been the policy of the country for forty

years.

Now I have said that it is our proposition to

reverse this policy. Our policy, stated as simply

as I have stated that of our adversaries, is, to

circumscribe slavery, and to foHify and extend

free lahm- or freedon. Many preliminary objec-

tions are raised by those among you and us, who

are not j^repared to go with us to the acceptance

of this issue. They say that they are tired of a

hobby and of men of one idea; that the country

is too great a country, and has too many interests

to be occupied with one idea alone; besides that

it is repulsive, offensive, it is disgusting to have

"this eternal negro question" forever forced

upon tlieir consideration when they desire to

think of white men and other things. It is well,

perhaps, to remove these preliminary objections

before we go into an argument.

Now, granting for a moment that there is wis-

dom in tlie objection to entertain this eternal

negro question, pray, let us ask, who raised,

who has kept up this eternal negro question 1

The i\egro question was put ai rest in 1787 by
• the fathers of the Republic, and it slept, leaving

only for moralists and humanitarians tlie ques-

tion of emancipation, a cjuestion within the

States, and by no means a federal question. Who
lifted it up from the States into the area of fede-

ral politics 1 Who but the slaveholders, in 1820

1

They demanded that not only Missouri should be

admitted as a slave State, located within the

Louisiana purchase ; but that slavery should be

declared forever and was forever without de-

claration of law, established and should prevail

until the end of time, in Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska,

and in every foot of the then newly acquired do-

main of the United States 1 It was tlie slave-

holding power which raised the negro question,

and it was the Democratic party which made an

alliance with that power, and which, in the

North and in Congress, raised this very offensive

question, this so very offensive legislation about

negroes instead of legislation about white men.

The question was put at rest by the compro-

mise of 1820, when, God be praised, Iowa, Kan-

sas and Nebraska were saved for freedom, and

only Arkansas and Missouri, out of the Louisiana

purchase, surrendered to slavery ; and it slept

again for fifteen or twenty years, and t.hen the

negro question was again introduced into the

councils of the Federal government—and by

whom 1 By the slave power, when it said that

"since you have taken Iowa, Kansas and Ne-

braska, and left us only Missouri, Arkansas and

Florida, out of our newly acquired possessions,

you must now go on and annex Texas, so that we

shall have a balance and counterpoise in this

government." Then tlie Democratic party again

were seized with a sudden desire to extend the

area of slavery along the Gulf of Mexico ; and

by way of balancing the triumph of liberty so

as to hang manacles and chains on the claws of

the conquering eagle of the country !

Who, then, is responsible for the eternal negro

question 1 Still such was the forbearance, the

patience, the hope without reason and without

justice, of the friends of freedom throughout the

United States, that the eternal negro question

would have been at rest then, if it had not again

been brought forward into the Federal councils

in the yeai^ 1848 and 1850, when the slave power

forced us into a war with Mexico by which we

acquired Upper California and New Mexico, and

for no other purpose but that, notwithstanding

all the advantages which slavery had gained

since the Atlantic States were free, now, as a

balance, slavery must have the Pacific coast, and

so keep up the equilibrium (according to the

notions of Mr Calhoun) between free labor and

slave labor or between freedom and slavery in

the United States.

Thus, on these three different occasions, when

the public mind was at rest on the subject of the

negro, the slave power forced it upon i)ublic con-

sid'eration and demanded aggressive action. AVhen

they had at last secured the consent of the peo-

ple of the free States to a compromise in 1850,

by which it was agreed that California alone

might be free, and that New Mexico should be

remanded back into a territorial condition be-

cause she had not established slavery—then tliere

was but one man in the United States Senate

that would vote to accept New Mexico as a Free

State when she came with her constitution in her

hands ; and that man the humble individual who

stands before you. [Cheers.] Aye, you applaud

me for it now ; but where were your votes m
1850 ? Ah ! well ; it is all past.

When they had agreed on a compromise, and

had driven out of the Senate every man but my-

self and some half dozen other representatives

who had opposed the aggressions of slavery,

were they content to let the negro question rest"?

No but in 1854 the Democracy raised the negro

question to force it finally and forever through-

out the whole Republic, by abrogating the Mis-

souri Compromise. They abandoned the Tern-
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lories of Kansas and Nebraska to slave labor,
and actually assisted and encourased the armies
sent there by the slaveholders, to take forcible
possession of territory which, until then, had
been free.

! what pleasure shall I have, in telling the
people of Kansas, three days hence, how that
when all others were faithless, and false, and tim-
id, they renewed this battle, this standard of free-
dom^ and expelled the intrudins: slaveholder,
and established forever amongst themselves the
fie.Miom of labor and the freedom of men on the
plains of Kansas.
Were the Democracy then content ? Not at

all
;
but they determined in 1858, to raise the

n^gro question once more and to admit Kansas
into the Union, if she would have come in as a
Slave State, and to keep her out indetinitelv if
she should elect freedom.

^
And only one year later, when they found that

Kansas was slijiping from their clutches, who
then raised once more the eternal negro ques-
tion ? The slave power and the administration
took it up by demanding the annexation of
Cuba, a slaveholding island of Spain, to be
acquired at a cost of §150,000,000, peaceably, if
it eould be obtained for that sum, and forcibly if

it should not be surrendered, for the purpose of
adding two slave states, well manned and well

j

appointed, to balance the votes of Kansas and
'

Minnesota, then expected to come into the Union
|

as free states.

Wiio has brought this issue and entered it on
'

the record of this canvass ? The slaveholdin?
i

party—the Democratic party. They held thei7
Convention first in this campaign at, Charleston.
They pre.sented again the everlasting ne^ro ques-
tion, nothinor more, nothing le.^s. Tlipy dif-
fered about the form, but they gave us, never-
thetpss, the everlasting negro question 'in two
ditferent parts, giving us our choice to take one I

or the other, as they gave the j)eople of Kansas
jthe choice, whether they would take slaverv '

pure and simple, or take' it anyhow and get rid
of it afterwards if they could.
Of one part, .Mr. Breckinridge is the repre-

sentative. It is presented plain and distinct ; it
is that slaves are merchandise and property' in
the territories under the Constitution of "the
United States, and that the national legislatures
and the courts mast protect it in the territoiies,
and no power on earth can discharge them of
the responsibility. Of the other, Mr! Douglas is
the re|)resentative, and the form in which it is
presented by those who support him is. What is
the best way not to keep slavery out of' the ter-
ritories.

I doubt very much whether slaveholders have
so frreat a repugnance to the negro and to the
eternal n^gro question as they affect. On the
other hand, being accustomed to sit in the Fed-
eral councils, with grave and reverend Senators
and to mingle with representatives of the people
from slaveholding States, I find a great dilference
between myself and them on the subject. God
knows, I never would consent to be the unbid-
den, the unchosen Represetitative of bond.nen'
They must be freemen that I represent ; every
man of them must be a whole man. But my
respected friends who represent the slave States
are wiUmg, and do most cheerfully, most gladly
consent to represent three-fifths of all the negro

slaves. They take a slave at three-fifths of a
man, and they represent the three-fifths

; I doubt
' not thpy would be very glad if he could be cre-

j

ated int . five-fifths.

Well I think the Democratic partv has not so
I iiiuch repugnance to negroes and the'negro ques-
tion, bf'cause they consent to take offices of Pres-
ident, Vice-President, Secretary of State, Minis-
ters to Bogota, and to all other parts of the world,
Consulships and post offices, that are derived
inrlirectly by adding another link to the chain of
States in which negroes count, each one, three-
fifths. No, no

;
slaveholders and the Democratic

party would be vei-y glad to take votes from ne-
groes, free or slave, by the head, full count, if
negroes and sla-es would only rote for Slavery

;

and it is only because they have a sagacious in-
sight into human nature, which teaches them
that negroes and slaves would vote for libeity,
that makes the negro question so repulsive lo
them.

But, fellow citizens, is this one idea, the eter-
nal negro question, so objectionable merely on
account of the negro ? I think not : I think it
far otherwise

; for after all, you see that the ne-
gro has the least of everybody else in the world,
to do with it. The negro is no party to it ; he is
only an incident; he is a subject of disputes
but not one of the litigants. He lias just as much
to do with it as a horse or a watch in a justice's
court, when two neighbors are litigating about
Its ownership. The hor.se question or watch
question is excellent business for the justice,
and lawyers to make fees, and for the neigbbor.s
generally to get fun out of; and my friend Gen-
eral Nye was never so happy in his life as when
attending suits before justices of the peace, set-
tling this eternal horse question and watch ques-
tion. (Laughter.)

The controversy is not with the negro at all,
but with two classes of white men, one'^who have
a monopoly of negroes, and the other who have
no negroes. One is an aristocratic class, that
wants to extend itself over the new territories
and so retain the power it already exercises

; and
the other is yourselves, my good friends,' men
who have no negroes and won't have any,' and
who mean that the aristocratic system shall" I'lot be
extended.

_
There is no negro question about it

at all. It is an eternal question between classes

—

between the few privileged and the many un-
privileged—the eternal question between aris-
tocracy and democracy.

_

A sorrowful world this will be when that ques-
tion shall be put to rest ; for when it is, the rest
that it shall have, shall be the same it has always
had for six thousand years ; the riding of the
privileged over the necks of the unprivileged,
booted and spurred. And the nation that is

willing to establish such an aristocracy, and is

shamed out of the defense of its owti rights,
deserves no better fate than that which bel'alls
the timid, the cowardly and the unworthy.

It is to-day in the United S'ates the same
question that is filling Hungary, and is lifting
tiie throne of a Casar of Austria from its pedes-
tals

; the same which has expelled the tviant of
Naples from the beautiful Sicily, and has driven
him from his palace at Naples to seek shelter
in his fortress at Gaeta. It is not only an eternal
question, but it is a universal question. livery
man from a foreign land will fiud here in Ame-
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rica, in' another form, the irrepressible co"flUt

(Applause) which crushed him out, an exile

fioiu his native land.

Again, fellow citizens, I am not quite con-

vinced tliat it is sound philosophy in anything,

at least in politics, to banish the principle of

giving paramount importance at any one time to

one idea. If a man wishes to secure a good crop

of wheat to pay otf the debt he owes upon his

land, he is seized with one idea in the spring
;

lie plows, plants and sows
;
he gathers and reaps,

with a single leading idea of getting forty bushels

to the acre, if he can. If a merchant wishes to be

successful, he surrenders himself to the one idea

of buying as cheap, and selling as dear as h$
honestly can. I would not give much for a law-

yer who is put in charge of my case, that would
suffer himself, when before the jury, to be

distracted with a great many pleasing ideas.

I want one devoted to my cause In the

clurrch we have a great many clergymen who
have a horror of this one idea and the negro ques-

tion, but I think it was St. Peter who had it

made known to him in a vision on the housetopi,

that he must not have scattered ideas ; but there

was to be but one idea only, that was of being satis-

fied with everything else, provided he could only

win souls to his Muster. And Paul was very much
after this spirit ; he said he would be all things

to all men, provided he could save some souls.

There was in the Revolution one man seized

with a terrible fanaticism, pi'opelled by one idea.

He scattered terror all through this continent

;

and when he j>absed from Boston to the first

Congress in Philadelphia, de[)utations from New
York and Pliiladelphia went out to meet and dis-

suade this man of one idea, namely, that of na-

tional independence. And still John Adams
proved, after all, to be a public benefactor.

There was, during the Ptevolution, another man
of one idea that appeared to burn in him so ar-

dently that he was regarded as the most danger-
ous man on the continent ; and a triple reward
was otfered for his liead. He actually went so

far as to take all the men of one idea in the
country, and suffer himself to take command of

them. That man was George Washington. His
idea was justice, political justice. There was
another monomaniac of the same kind down in

Virginia ; he, at the close of the Revolution, had
one idea, an eternal idea, and it even included
negroes ; and that was the idea of equality. It

was Thomas Jefferson. Now, though the State

which reared him might be glad if it could erase

from his monument at Mcnticello its sublime in-

scription, yet the world can never lose that proud
and beautiful epitaph, written by himself :

" Here lies Thomas Jelferson, the author of the
Declaration of Independence "

About the year 1805 or iSOG, the French Sec-
retary for Foreign Affairs gave a dinner to the
American representative at Court, and to Ameri-
can citizens resident there, and there was a large

and various party. When the wine flowed free-

ly, and conversation ought to have been general,

there was one young man who was possessed with
one idea, and he could not rest, but kept con-
tinually putting this idea beA_)re the minister and
the rest of the guests, sayhig, '• If you will only
make up for me a purse, or show me a bank that

will lend me five thousand dollars, I will put a
boat on the Hirdson river which will make the
passage from New York to Albany at four miles

an hour, without being driven by oars or sails."

He was an offensive monomaniac, that Robert
Fulton. But still, had it not been for his one
idea, Iowa would have slept the last sixty years,

and down to the twentieth century, and not one
human being befoi-e me or within the boundaries

of this State would have resided here. What I

understand by one idea is this : It simply means
that a man, or a people, or a State, is in earnest.

They get an idea which they think is useful, and
they are in earnest. God save us when we are to

abandon confidence in earnest men and take to

following trivial men of light minds, confused

and scatt'.-red ideas, and weak purposes.

Fellow citizens, there is no such thing as gov-

ernment carried out without the intervention,

the rising, the exaltation of one idea, and with-

out the activity, guidance and influence of ear-

nest men. You may be listless, indifferent, in-

dolent each one of you ; do you therefore get

other people to 20 to sleep ? No. You so to

sleep, and yoir will find somebody that has got

one idea that you don't like, who will be wide
awake. They want to be wide awake on the

negro question as long as it pays, and it pays

just as long as you will be content to follow their

guidance and take several ideas

Fellow citizens, industry is the result of one

idea. I have never heard of idle ones in the

beaver's camp, but I do know there are drones

in the beehive. Nevertheless, the beaver's camp
and the beehive all give evidence of the domina-

tion of one idea. The Almighty Power himself

could never have made the world, and never

govern it, if he had not bent the force and appli-

cation of the one idea to make it perfect. And
when at 7 o'clock in the morning, three months
ago, with the almanac in my hand, I stood with

my smoked glass between me and the sun to see

whether the almanac maker was correct or whe-

ther nature vascillated between one idea and an-

other, I was astonished to see that, at the very

second of time indicated by the astronomer, the

shadow of the moon entered the disk of the sun.

There was one idea only in the mind of the Om-
nipotent Creator that, six thousand, or ten thou-

sand, or twenty thousand, or hundreds of thou-

sands of years ago, set that sun, that moon, and

this earth in their places, and subjected them to

laws which brought that shadow exactly at this

point at that instant of time. Earth is serious
;

heaven is serious ; earth is earnest ; heaven is

earnest. There is no place for men of scattered

and confused ideas in the earth below, or in the

heavens above, whatever there may be iu places

under the earth.

Every one idea has its negative. It has its des-

tinies, its purpose, and it has its negative. So it

is with the idea of slavery ; it means nothing

less, nothing more, nothing different from the

extension of commerce or trading in slaves ; and

in our national system i.t means the extension of

commerce in slaves into regions where that com-

merce has no right to exist The negative of

that is our right which we are endeavoring to in-

culcate in your minds, opposition to trading in

slaves within those portions of the Territory

where slaves are not lawfully a subject of mer-

chandise.

At the time of the compromise of 1S20 the

Democratic paity saw, for they are wise men, and

their opponents, Rufus King, John W. Tayloi

and others in Congress, saw, that lln're was
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an irrepressible conflict between the two ideas of
slnvery and fieedom, or rather between the two
sides of one idea. The alternative offered to tlie

Democracy and to all the i)eople of the United
States, was a plain one; the slaveholders are
sti()]i<T, are united; there are many slave States
and they are an;reed in their policy; there arc as

many fix-e States, but they are divided in opinion.

Lend your support to the slave States and you
shall have the power, patronase, honors and
glory of administering the government of the
Uniied States. Some asked, for how long? Wise
men cast the horoscope and said forty years

;

just about that time an infant State shall grow
up north of Missouri within the Louisiana })ur-

cliase, and another shall grow up in Kansas.
These f )rty years the great men I have named
seemed few and feeble in numbers; still they
would rather have quiet consciences during all

the time arid postpone honors and rewa'-ds for

forty years, ratlier tlian to take the side of slavery
;

and the Democratic party reasoning otherwi.se,

said. " Give us the offices and power now ; we
will hold it the forty years and more if we
can."

Tiiey say that the "old one" is inexorable;
that when lie makes a bond he lives up to it, but
when tlie time is up he calls for his own. To
Mr. Breckiin-idge, Mr. Douglas, slave States and
all, he says: "I have given you all the rope
tiiat was allowed me to give you, now you must
go."

Tills, my young friends, for I see many such
around me, brings me to a point where I can
give you one instruction which, if you practice
as long as you live, may make at least some of
you gieat men, honorable men, useful men. Re-
member that all questions have two sides; one is

the riglit side, and the other the wrong side; one
is the side of justice, the other that of injustice

;

one the side of human nature, the other of crime.
If you take the right side, the just side, ulli-

mately men, however much they may oppose
you and revile you, will come to your "support

;

earth with all its powers will work with you and
for you, and Heaven is pledged to conduct you
to com[)lete success. If you take the other side,

there is no po\ver in earth or heaven that can lead
you through successfully, because it is appointed
in the c<iuiicils of heaven that justice, truth and
reason alone can prevail. This instruction would
be incomplete if I were not to add one other,
that indifference between right and wrong i.s

notiiing else than taking the .wrong side. The
policy of a great leader of the Democratic party
in the North is indifference; it is nothing to him
whether slavery is voted up or voted down in
the Territories. Thus it makes no difference to
that distinguished statesman whether slavery is

voted up or voted down in the new States

;

whether they all become slave States or free
States.

Let us see how this would have worked in the
revolution. If Jeffeison had been indifferent as
to whether Congress voted up the Declaration of
Independence or voted it down, what kind of a
time would they have had with it. Patrick
Henry would have been after him with a vigi-
lance committee, and he would have no mon"u-
ment over his remains. The British Government
would have liked nothing better tlian a lot of
such indifferent men for leaders of the American
people, and George the Third and his dynasty

might have had rule over this continent for a
thousand years to come.

I have thus removed the preliminary objection
always interposed on these occasions against
the indulgence of the eternal negro question.
What is the just and right national policy with
regard to slavery in the territories and in the
new Stales of tlie Federal Union 1 and your de-
cision of that subject will involve the considera-
tion of what you consider to be the natural con-
stituents of a state.

I suppose I may infer from your choosing this

beautiful land on the western bank of the Mis-
sissipjii that you all want to make Iowa a great
and good state, a flourishing and prosperous state.

Y(ju considei' the develoiiment of the latent re-

sources with which nature has supplied the re-

gion on which you build a state, as one of the
material tilings to be considered in building up
a great state ; that is to say, you will have the
forests subjugated ar:d make them contribute the
timber and lumber for the house, for the city,

for the wharf, fn- the steamer, for the ship of
war, and f >r all the jjurpo.sesof civilized society.
Then I think you will consider that if the land
has concealed within it, deposits of iron, or lead,
or coal, you will think of getting this out as
rapidly as you can, so as to increase the public
wealth. Then I think that you will have the
same idea about states everywhere else that you
have about Iowa ; and that your first idea about
the way to make a state corresponds with my
idea to make a great nation. And as you would
subdue the forests, would develop the lead, iron
and coal in your region

; as you would improve
the fields, putting ten o.xen to a plow to turn up
the ju-airie, and then plant it with wheat and
corn; as you would encourage manufactures,
and try, by making railways and telegraphs, to

facilitate interchange of products; it is exactly
tills I propose to do for every new state like
Iowa, that is to be admitted into the Federal
Union. To be sure we shall leave the slave
states, which are all in the Union, as they are;
our responsibilities are limited to the states

which are yet to come into the Union, and we
will aiiply our system to them. The first ques-
tion, then, in making a state, is to favor the in-

dustry of the people, and industry is favored
in every land exactly as it is free and uncrip-
pled.

We aie a great nation ; we have illimitable for-

ests in the far East and on the banks of the up-
per waters of the Mississippi, around the lakes
and on the Pacific coast. No human arithmetic
could compute the amount of materials of the
forest that have gone into the aggregate of the
wealth which this nation possesses. At this day
ihei-e is not one foot of timber, not one foot of
dealboards. not a lath, not a shingle, entering in-

to the commerce of the United Stales that is fab-

ricated by a slave.

You all have an idea, or had in the land from
which you came here, of tlie value and import-
ance of the fisheries, of making the ocean sur-
render its treasures to mcrease the national
wealth. The fisherman is seen in the winter time
fishing for ice in the ponds and lakes of Massa-
chusetts ; and if you go to Palestine or to Grand
Cairo or to the furthest Indies, you will find your-
self regaled with ice fished out of the lakes and
ponds of Mas.sachusetts. But ice is not a pro-
duct that goes far to the support of human life;
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but can you tell tne what portions of the earth

are lislited on their way by night, at home in

their cities, by llie produce of their fi^ilieries ?

Have you any idea of liow much the great ma-

chinery of llie country engaged in fabrication of

goods and in navigation is indebted to tlie fislier-

ies ? Those of tlie United Stales are a great source

of national wealth; and a nursery of seamen for

the cnuimercial marine and naval service of the

United Suites, indispensable for tlie development

of tlie resources of a great people. There is not

now and there never was a lake or river, sea or

bay, over tlie wliole world, from the Arctic to the

Antarctic pole, a negro slave flslierman.

You Jiave been very indiifereut aboiU these

subjects
;
you have not taken notice of that. It

was (inly two years ago, only by constant watcli-

fulness and activity of tlie friendly representa-

tives of the free States in Congress, that the

whole protection of the United States was not

withdrawn from the fisheries. The slaveholders

don't want ice to be gathered with free soil

hands ; they would rather have it taken from

the lakes and rivers of Russia. They don't want

the fisheries conducted by free hands; they

would rather take their supplies from foreign

markets. The fisheries are somewhat foreign for

you, but the quarries are not—the granite and

the marble out of which our capitol is being con-

structed, our great cities erected, some of it in

your own beautiful city. Have you any idea of

how large a portion of the national wealth is ex-

tracted from the quarries of granite and marble,

and fieestone ? It is beyond any aritlinietic to

compute. Yet there is not a slave engaged in a

qtiarry in the United States. Have you any

slaves down your shafts in your lead mine here 1

Not one. Have you any slaves in your coal

mines 1 Not one. Any in your .iron mines 1

Not one. Pennsylvania is being burrowed all

through and through in all directions, and the

iron and coal taken out and fabricated. There is

not a single slave, nor was there ever one, that

raised his hand to add to that supply of national

wealth. On the other hand, you have in Mary-

land and in Virginia deposits of coal and iron, as

rich, aye, and of gold, loo ;
and yet in Maryland

and Virginia, in their iron, coal, and silver mines,

the work is mainly done by freemen.

I need not speak of manufactures ; the Afri-

can slave is reduced to a brute, as nearly as may
be, and he is incompetent to weave, to cast a

shuttle, to turn a wheel, to grease or oil a wheel

and keep it in motion. In all tl;e vast manufac-

turing establishments in the United States; in

all the establishments of the forests and of the

fisheries, or of manufactures throughout the

whole world, there is not one African slave to be

found. California rejected the labor of slaves,

and well she did so; for if she had invited and

courted it. her mines, instead of yielding fifty

millions of gold jier year to the commerce of the

United States would be yielding nothing.

Could a man subsist in Iowa by cultivating

wheat or corn with slave labor 1 If not, they tell

us this is a question altogether of economy, and

that men have no idea of justice. No man has

ever brought or ever thinks of bringing an

African slave here ;
the reason is a moral one

;

that slave labor don't pay, and only tree labor

will.

Commerce is of two kinds, domestic and for-

eign. The commerce down the Mississippi and

up, commerce across the railroads with New
York, is domestic commerce ; the commerce
across the ocean with foreign nations, is the for-

eign connneice. In New Orleans I found that

sixteen thousand men weie engaged in domestic

trading on the river between New Orleans and

the up country in the Mississippi valley. How
many of them were slaves 1 Not one. Ohio, In-

diana, Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, New York,

Michigan, send the boatmen who conduct the

commerce even in slave States, while on all the

oceans there is not a slave engaged in commerce.

Now the three great wheels of national wealth

are agriculture, including the subjugation of the

forests, manufactures and trade. Slaves are un-

fit, African slaves are absolutely unfit to be em-
ployed in turning either of those wheels; and it

thus enters into the elements of a great and pros-

perous state that its people shall not be slaves

but freemen.

The reason is obvious ; it is the interest of the

freeman to cultivate himself as well as he can, to

produce the most he can, at the least cost ; and

it is the interest of the slave to be as disqualified

as he can, to consume as much as he can, and

produce as little more than he consumes as pos-

sible.

It is not wealth alone that makes a nation. It

must have strength and power to command, by
the mere signification of its will, peace and good

order at home and respect and confidence abroad.

Just imagine the United States converted into

planting States in which the labor was performed

only by negro slaves, and judge, if you can.wliat

woiildbe the police power of the government in

any of the States. The laborer in a slave State

is watched niglitand morning ; his outgoings, his

incomings, his path is surrounded by a police ;

he can pass to execute the order of his master

only on a jiermit or license. Why, he must re-

tire to sleep at nine or ten at night, and must not

be abroad from the plantation without a special

license, for no other reason than, being held in

involuntary bondage, his master regards him as

an enemy to be watched.

Turn "a whole nation into ma.stcrs watching

slaves, and slaves regarded as natural enemies

—

what is the power of that nation to jireserve

peace at home ? What its power to command
resjiect abroad 1 Make us for once a nation of

slave States, and any feeble, worthless power in

Europe has only to apply the torch of insurrec-

tion and civil war by proposing to emancipate

our slaves ;
instead of relying on ourselves we

would want to make a federal union with Cana-

da, that we might get jirotection, just as the free

States now protect the slave Slates.

But all these— material wealth and power—are
but low ideas of what constitute a nation. It

should have a head, an enlightened head; an

open, free, manly, honest heart. Such will ena-

ble any man or woman to go through the world

with safely. A nation is only an aggregate of

individuals', of so many heads to work as one

head; of so many hearts to work as one heart.

You want an enlightened free people to consti-

tute a nation; and if you have such a people,

they are jierpetually reducing the labor, the sac-

rifice, and toil of muscle ;
and if it be true, as

tlieologians say, that labor is the primal curse

imposed by the Maker on man for disobedience,

then this benevolent heart and enlightened head

will su'T^est all manner of machines to relieve
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them of the necessity of so much labor. The
poor widow, who, to eke out a subsistence, has

to sew for her neighbors, will, with a machine

that co^;ts but fi-om fifty to one hundred dollars

—the invention of a fi ee people—make fifty gar-

ments wl'ero before slie made but one. And tlie

steam engine— it ])lows, plants, sows and har-

vests ; it threshes, it gathers into the granaries
;

it hauls the cars loaded with produce ;
it drives

the steamboat on the river. That is what inven-

tion does. Now, out of the million inventions

wiiich the American people enjoy, tliere is not

one tliat was made by a slave, and simply be-

cause the slave is imbruted in his heart and stu-

pified in his intellect.

A nation to be great wants character—charac-

ter for justice, honesty, integrity ; for ability to

maintain its own rights and respect for the riglits

of others. That it cannot have, if it be a nation

of slave>!. It is only a nation of freemen that

can cultivate the virtues which constitute a char-

acter. Those virtues are two : Justice, equal

and exact justice among men ; the equal freedom

and liberty of every other man. The other vir-

tue is courafie. Tlie freeman has no enemies

;

he is just ; he oppresses nobody ; nobody wishes

to be revenged upon him A nation of freemen

are safe ; they provoke nobody ; they wrong
nobody; they covet nothing; they kee|) the

tenth commandment. And nations must keep
the commandments as well as individuals, or

sufier ihe same penalty.

But you cannot h ive these virtues except on

one c<mditi<in, and that is that the people of the

nation are trained up in them. And how train-

ed '! By schools and general instruction, fi'ee

press, free debate at home, and in legislative

councils ; and everywlieie to be undisturbed as

they go ill and come out. Introduce slavery iij

Iowa, and what kind of fieedmn of speech would
you enjoy ? What kind of freedom of the press ?

freedom of bridges 1 of taverns 1 Just look

across the State of Missouri into Kansas, and

you will find freedom of the press, provided you
will maintain that property is above labor, that

slavery is before all constitutions and govern-

ments—that freedom of speech which sought the

expulsion of John Quincy Adams from the Con-
gress of the United States, for presenting a peti-

tion in favor of human rights ; the freedom of

debate which arrested my distinguished and
esteemed friend, Charles Sumner, in the midst of

a glorious and useful career, and doomed him to

wander a sufferer and invalid for four years. As
for freedom of bridges, why the bridge over the

Missouri at Kansas was proved to be only a

bridge for slave State men ; and the tavern at

Lawrence was subverted for a nuisance on ac-

count of its being a tavern at whicli free State

men could stop.

It is a bright September afternoon, and a
strange feelins of surprise comes over me that

I should be here in the State of Iowa—ihe State

redeemed and saved in the compromise of 1820

—

a State peopled by freemen—that I should be
here in such a State, before such a people, im-
ploring the citizens of Iowa to maintnin the
cause of Freedom instead of the cause of Slavery.
It is a strange change from the position I was in

only a year ago. In Italy, in Austria, in Turkey
even, I was excusing, in the best way I could,
the monstrous delinquencies of the American
people in tolerating slavery, which even the

Turk had abrogated. You tell me that it is

unnecessary; that you arc all right ; I happen to

know belter. That courtesy which I appreciate,

suavitj' which I acknowledge, restricts some,
many in this assembly from interrupting these

remarks (llumsfh they are intended to be dis-

respectful to nobody) as I have often been inter-

rupted, with shouts of—" Hurrah for Douglas;"
and yet, if I am right in what I have said, the

Wide-Awakes are not up an hour too soon ; they
do not sit up any too late o' nights ; their zeal is

not a bit too strong to save the State of Iowa
from giving her votes, in the present canvass, for

a continuance of that administration which has

for forty years, made slavery the cardinal insti-

tution, and freedom secondary to it in the Uni-

ted States. There is something of excuse and
npology for this ; it is in the reluctance which
men who are always opposed to one new idea

coming in, have to give up the old idea, which
they have so long cherished. The Democratic
party has a wonderful affection for the name

;

the prestige of the Democratic party ; and most
of them, fellow citizens, must die unconverted.

It is not in human nature that adult men and
women chann;e their opinions with facility ; it is

little ones like these that grow up unobserved
and unknown. Ten thousand of their votes

enter into every successive canvass iu the State

of Iowa.

In every State the great reformation which
has been made within the last six years—for we
date no fun her back than that—has been the

dying out of the one-idea men of Democracy
and the growing up of the young one-idea men
of Republicanism. And now why shall we not

insist, so far as our votes shall be efiective, that

the territories shall remain free territories, so

that new States which shall hereafter be added
to this Union shall be Free States.

T'ley say we have no right to interfere in the

slave States ; that we attack slavery in them.
Not at all. We do not vote against slavery in

Virginia. We do not authorize Abraham Lin-

coln or the Congress of the United States to pass

any laws about slavery in Virginia. We merely
authorize them to intervene in the Territories,

and to pass laws securing freedom there. They
tell us that it is unnecessary. They have rendered

it necessary, because they have ex{)lained the

laws and the constitution to establish slavery

there, and we must either restrict slavery there

or reverse the decision made by the federal tri-

bunal. But they tell us that this is inconvenient

;

it excites violence in the slave States. To which
I answer that they have the choice between
slavery and freedom as well as we ; but they

must be content to leave it where it is. When
they choose to carry slaves into the Territories

we interfere. What we are attacking is not

slavery in the United States, but slavery in the

Territories.

But they tell us that we are suffering very
great harm ; that our Southern friends, driven

angry, will not buy of us. Maj'or Wood made
the discovery that we are a trading people, and
we shall lose our trade if the llepublicai\ (jarty

come into power. We are a trading people as

we are an eating people, a drinking peojtle, a
clothes wearing people. Trade ! trade ! trade !

the great character, the great employment, the

one idea of the American people! It is a libel.

We buy only with what we produce. We buy
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and sell, but that is merely incidental to our
j

greater occupation of producing and making;
|

and even tliese are subordinate to our great no-

tion of educating and cultivating ouiselves to

make a great, virtuous and happy ])eople. Trade,

however, for those who engage in it, knows no

respect of opinion ; the southern planters will

buy their cotton bagging of the men who will

make it the cheapest, and they will insist on

selling cotton to the Castle Garden committees

and the Cooper Institute patriots at precisely the

same price as they will to Wendell Phillips and

Frederick Douglas. They wont buy your wheat

unless hungry for bread; and if hungry for

bread they will gladly give you for it any surplus

of cotton you want. (Laughter.)

Fellow citizens, I have refrained from advert-

ing to the hisher sentiments of humanity which
enter into the consideration of this subject, be-

cause those are considerations that are always

with you. I will now say that the suggestion.?

of justice are always in harmony with the sug-

gestions and impulses of humanity, and that

both sj)ring from the same source. Nature her-

self seems to be forbearing ; she seems to be
passive and silent. She lets nations as she lets

individuals go on in their course of action, vio-

lating her laws ; but this is for a season only.

The time comes at last when Natiire unerringly

vindicates every right, and pimishes every wrong,

of the actions of men or states ; and when she

does come we are punished. She comes in ter-

ror, in revolution, in anarchy, in chaos. You
will let this government and this nation slide

down still further the smooth declivity if you
choose; nature will bring it back again in due
time with convulsions which will wake the sighs

and groans of the civilized world. (Loud ap-

plause.)

GOVERNOR SEWARD'S

K,EMAIIKS ON HIS I^ECEPTION AT MADISON,

September 11, 1860.

The reception of Gov. Seward here was more
imposing than at any place on the loute. Three
Military Companies, the Fire Department, the
Turners and the Wide-Awakes, escorted him into

the city.

He was welcomed by the Governor and the
Mayor. His reply was brief, and characterized

by deep feeling. In the course of ii, he said :

It has been by a simple rule of inteiiiretation

I have studied the Constitutioti of. my country.
That rule has been simply this : Tliat by no
word, no act, no combination into which I misht
enter, should any one human being of all the

generations to which I belong, much less any
class of human beings of any nation, race, or kin-

dred, be oppressed and kept down in tlie least

degree in tlieir efforts to rise to a hisher state of

liberty and happiness. [Api)lause.] Amid all

the glosses of the times, amirl all the essnys and
discussions to which the Constitution of the Uni-

ted States has been subjected, this has been the

simple, plain, broad light in which I have read

every article and every section of that great

instrument. Whenever it requires of me that this

hand shall keep down the himiblest of tliehuman

race, then I will lay down power, place, position,

fame, everything rather than adopt such a con-

struction of .such a rule. [Applause ] If, there-

fore, in this land there are any who would rise, I

say to them, in God's name, good speed ! If there

are in f ireign lands people who would improve

their condition by emiHration, or if there be any

here who would go abroad in search of happi-

ness, in the improvement of their condition, oi- in

their elevation toward a higher state of dignity

and hnpi>iness, they have always had, and they

always shall have, a cheering word and such

efforts as I can consistently make in their behalf.

[Applause.]
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Hail to the State of Illinois! whose iron roads

form the s|)iiial column of that system of internal

continental trade wliich suri)asses all the Au'eign

comnierce of the country, and lias no parallel or

imitation in any other country on the face of the

globe.

Hail Chicago ! the heart which supplies life to

this great .system of railroads—Chicago, the last

atid most wonderful of nil the marvelous crea-

tions of civilization in Xorth Amei lea.

Hail to this council chamber of the great Re-
publican party! justly adapted by iis vastness

and its simplicity to its great [mrposes—the hall

where the representatives of freemen framed that

creed of Republican faith, which carries healing

for the relief of a disordered nation. Woe ! woe !

be to him who shall add to or shall subtract one
word from that simple, sublime, trutiiful, benefi-

cent creed.

Hail to the Representatives of Ihe Republican
party, chosen here by the Republicans of the

United States, and placed upon the platform of

that creed. Hajjpy shall he be who shall give

them his suffiage. If he be an old man, he shall

show the virtue of wisdom acquired by exijeii-

ence; if he be a young man, he shall in all his com-
ing years, tell his fellow men wiih pride, " I too

voted for Abraham Lincoln." [Great applause]
Fellow citizens, that Republican creed is, ne-

vertheless, no partisan creed. It is a National

faith, because it is the embodiment of the one
life-sustaining, life-expanding idea of the Ameri-
can republic. What is tlie idea more or less than
simply this : That civilization is to be maintained
and carried on upon tiiis continent by Federal
States, based upon the priiK'ii)lcs of free soil,

free labor, free speech, equal rij^hts and universal

suffrage 1 [Loud applause.]
Fellow citizens, this is no new idea. This idea

Lad its first utterance, and the boldest and clear-

est of all the utterances it has ever received, in

the very few words that were spoken by this na-
tion when it came before the world, took its

place upon tlie stage of human action, and as-

serting its indei)endence in the fear of God, and
in full confidence of the approval of mankind;
declared that henceforth it held those to be its

enemies, wlio should o])])ose it in war, and those
to be its friends who should maintain with it re-

lations of peace. That utterance was expressed
in these simple words :

" We hold these truths to

be self-evident—that all men are created equal,

and have inalienable rights to life, liberty, and
the jmrsnit of hapjiiness." This great national

idea has been working out its fruits ever since.

Its woik is seen in the perfect acceptance of it

by eighteen of the thirty-four States of the Union
—or seventeen of the thirty-three, if Kansas is to

be cf)nsidered out. It is asserting itself in the
establisimient' of new States throughout the
West, as it has revolutionized and is revolution-

izing all of Western and Southern Euro|)e. Why
is this idea so effective! It is because it is

tlie one chief, living, burning, inextinguishable

thought of human nature itself, entertained by
man in every age and in every clime.

Fellow citizens, this national idea works not
unopposed. Every good and virtuous and bene-
volent principle in nature has its antagonist, and
this great national idea works in perpetual oppo-
sition— I mny be allowed to say in irreincssible

conflict—[Prolonged applause]—with an errone-
<ius, a deceitful, a delusive idea. Do you ask
what that delusive idea is 1 It is the idea that
civilization ought andean be effected on tliis con-
tinent, through tills form of federal States, based
on tlie principle of slave labor—of African slave

labor, of unequal rights and unequal representa-
tion, resulting in unequal suffrage.

[Here tliere was much tumult and confusion,
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owing to efforts of those beyond the reach of his

voice to hear, drowning the speaker's voice.]

Fellow citizens : Can it he that this great creed
of ours needs exposition or defense 1 It seems
to me so evidently just and true that it requires
no exposition and needs no defense. Certainly
in foreign countries it needs none. In Scotland,
or France, or Germany, or Russia, on the shores
of the Mediterranean, in Europe, or in Asia, or
in Africa, you will never find one Iiunian being
who denies the truth and the justice of this na-

tional idea of the equality of man.
[Here the tumult became so great that the

speaker was compelled to pause. Mr. Arnold
coming forward, urged upon all to be as quiet as

po.ssible. Those who were out of reach of Mr.
Sewaid's voice, and desired to hear other speak-
ers, could do so at the various stands and at the
Wigwam. He thought it must be very painful to

tl>e distinqui.shed speaker to witness such a dis-

turbance.]

Gov. Seward: Fellow citizens, do not sup-
pose that this disturbance, which I know is in-

voluntary on your part, gives me any pain what-
ever. [Applause.] There is no pressure here
which an honeA man need regret. I only regret

that I have not voice enough to reach the whole
of this vast assembly, or even the twentieth part
of it. 1 will proceed, trusting that something I

may say will reach tlie ears of most of tbe assem-
blage. As necessarily I must change my position

as I speak to make you hear me, addressing first

this side and then that, no one will, I fear, be
able to preserve the connection of my remarks,
except myself—and he is a very furtunate speaker
who does that. [Laughter.]

I was speaking of this national idea—that it

needs no exposition anywhere. It is one of those

propositions that when addressed to thoughtful
men needs no explanation or defense. And why
not"?

Here wecan see for ourselves this mean and
miserable rivulet of black African slavery, steal-

ing along turbid and muddy as it is drawn from
its stagnant source in the slave States ; we
see that it is pestilential in the atmospliere it

passes through
; we can see how inadequate it

is and unfit to irrigate a whole continent with
the living waters of health and life; we can see
how it is that everything on its banks with-
ers and droops; while on the other hand, we
can also see this broad flood of fr(^ labor as it

descends the mountain sides in torrents, and is

gathered in rivers, increasing in volume and
power, and spreading itself all abroad. We can
well see by tbe effects it has already produced,
how it irrigates and must continue to irrigate

this whole continent; how every good and vir-

tuous plant lives and breathes by its su[)poit.

We see the magical fertility which results from
its presence, because it is around us and before
us always.

AVe sometimes, fellow citizens, hear an argu-
ment for a political jiroposition made in this

form: One offers to "take a thing to be done
by the job.'' Let us imagine for a moment that

there could be one man bold enough, great
enough, and wise enough to take " by the job "

the work of establishing civilization over this

broad continent of North America. He would,
of course, want to do it in the shortest time, at

the cheapest expense, and in the best manner.
Now, would such a man ever dieam of im-

porting African barbarians; or of taking their

children or descendants in this country to build
up and people great Free States all over this

land, from the Alleghany Mountains to the Pa-
cific Ocean ? Would he not, on the contrary,
accept, as the rightful, natural, healthful, and
best possible agency which he could select, the
free labor of free men, the minds, the thonglits,

the wills, the purposes, the ambitions of enlight-

ened freemen, such as we claim ourselves to he"?

would he not receive all who claim to aid in
such services as these wliether they were born
on this soil, or cradled in foreign lands 1

I care not, fellow citizens, when reckless men
say in the heat of debate, or under the influence
of interest, i)assion or prejudice, that it is a mat-
ter of indiffeiencc whether slavery shall per-
vade the whole land, or a part of the land, and
freedom the residue—that freedom and slavery
may take their chances—that they " don't care
whether slavery is voted up or down." There
is no man who has an enlightened conscience
who is indifferent on the subject of human bond-
age. [Applause.] There is no man who is en-
lightened and honest, who would not abate some
considerable part of his worldly wealth, if he
could thereby convert this land from a land
cursed in whole or in part with slavery, into a
land of equal and impartial liberty [cheers]

;

and I will tell you how I know this : I know it,

because every man demands freedom for him-
self, and refuses to be a slave. No free man,
who is a man, would consent to be a slave

; every
slave who has any manhood in him, desires to be
free ; no man who has an unperverted reason
does not lament, condemn and deplore the prac-

tice of commerce in man. The executioner is

always odifius, even though his task is neces-
sary to the administration of justice. We turn
with horror and disgust from him who wields
the axe. So the slaveholder turns with disgust
fiom the auctioneer who sells the man and wo-
man whom he has reared and held in slavery,

although he receives the profits of the sale into

his own coffers.

I know this national idea of ours is just and
right for another reason; it is that in the whole
history of society, human nature has never,

never honored one man who reduced another man
to bondage. The world is full of monuments in

honor of men who have delivered their fellow

men from slavery.

Since this idea is self-cvidently just, and is of
itself jiure, peaceable, easy to be entreated and
full of good works, will you tell me why it is

that it has not been fully accepted by the Ameri-
can ])eoi)le 1 Alas ! that it should be so. Per-

haps I can throw light on that by asking another
question : Is not Christianity pure, jieaceable,

gentle, easy to be entreated, and full of good
works 1 and yet is not the church of Jesus
Cljrist still a church militant 1 Alas ! that it

should be so. Chiistianity explains for herself

how it is that she is rejected of men. She says

it is because men love darkness lathertlian light,

because their deeds are evil. I shall not say this

in regard to the subject of freedom. I know
bettei' ; I know that my countrymen love light

—

not darkness. They are even in the state and
<lisposition of the Roman Governor, " almost
thou persuadest me to be a Christian," and al-

most the American jieople are persuaded to be
Republican. [Cheers and laughter.] Why, then
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a.re they not altogether persuaded'? Tlie answer

cannot be given witliout some reflecticm. It in-

volves ail examiuatioii of our national conduct

and life.

The rensnn why the country is only almost and

not altogether j)ersuaded to be Ro[)ublican, is be-

cause the national sense and judgment have been

perverted. We inherited slavery ; it is organized

into our national life—into our firms of govein-

metit. It exists among us, unsus[)ected in its

evils, because we have become accustomed,

througli national habit, to endure and tolerate

slavery. Tlie effect of this habit arising from

the presence of slavery, is to produce a want of

moral courage among the peoide and an indispo-

sition to entertain aiid examine the subject. It

is not, however, the fault of the people. This

lack of moral courage is chiefly the fault of the

political representatives of the people. In every
district in the United States, and for every seat

in Congress, the people might select men appa-

rently as brave, as truthful, as fearless and as

firm as Owen Lovejoy. [A|>plause.]

You may fill the halls of Congress with men
from all tlie Free States who seem to be as relia-

ble as Owen Lovejoy ; but on the clangor of the

slavery bngle in the'hall ihey begin to waver and
fail. They retire. They suffer themselves to be
demoralized; and they return to demoralize tlie

people. Slavery never hesitates to laise tlie

clangor of 'the trumpets to teriify the timid.

Slavery has, too, another argument for the

timid than terror; it is jiower. The concentra-

tion of Slavery gives it a fearful political power.
You know how long it has been the controlling

power in the Executive Department of the Gov-
ernment. Slavery uses that power, as might be
expected—to punish those who oppose it, to re-

ward those who serve it. All representatives

are naturally ambitious ; all representatives like

fame ; if they do not like pecuniary rewards,
they like the distinctions of place. They like to

be popular. When the people are demoralized,
he who is constant becomes offensive and obnox-
ious ; he loses position and the i)arty chooses
some other representative who will be less obnox-
iou'<. These demoralized representatives iiicul-

cate among the people pernicious lessons and sus-

tain themselves by adopting compromises. They
compromise so far, if jiossible, as to save place
and a show of principle ; they save themselves
first, and let freedom take what remains.
A community thus demoi-alized by its repre-

sentatives is fearful of considering the subject
of Slavery at all. It does not like to look back
upon its record ; it does not dare to look forward
to see what are to be the consequences of errors.

It desires peace and quiet. We shall see in a
moment what fearful sacrifices have beeen made
under the influence of this demoralization by the
power of the goverimient.
The first act of demoralization was to surren-

der the Territory of Arkansas and the Territory
of Missouri to slavery, and also by implication
all the rest of the Territory of Louisiana ac-
quired by purchase from France, that lay south
of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north lati-

tude. Take up your maps when you go home,
and see what a broad belt of country, lying
south of that line, was surrendered, with the
States of Missouri and Arkansas, to slavery.
Next, under the influence of this same demo-
ralization, the whole of the peninsula of Florida,

acquired from S{)ain, was surrendered to sla-

very, rendering it practically useless for all the

national purposes for which it was acquired,

making it a burden instead of a blessing, a dan-

ger instead of a national safeguard in the Gulf
of Mexico.

Then Texas was surrendered to slavery and
brought in with the gratuit(uis agreement that

four slave States should be made out of that

Territory. Next, in 1850, Utah and New Mexico
were abandoned to slavery. After these events,

following in quick succession, came the abroga-

tion, in the year 1854, of the restriction con-

tained in the Missouri Compromise, by which it

had lieeii stipulated that all north of thirty-six

degrees thirty minutes, excepting the State of

Missouri, should be dedicated to freedom That
was abandoned to slavery to take it if she could

get it; and the administration of the govern-

ment of the United States, with scarcely a pro-

test from the people, went on to favor its occu-

pancy by Slavery. As a legitimate consequence

came the refusal, on the part of the national

government—for it was a practical refusal—to

admit Kansas into the Union because she would
not accept slavery.

After this demoralization had been carried out

in these measures, what right had the nation to

be surpiised when the President and the Su-

preme Court at last pronounced that which in

no jirevious year either of them would have
dared to assert—that this Constitution of ours is

not a Constitution of Liberty, hut that it is a

Constitution of human bondage
;
that slavery is

the normal condition of the American peofde on

each acre of the domain of the United States not

organized into States—that is to say, that wher-

ever this banner of ours, this star spangled ban-

ner, whose glories we celebrate so highl)'—wher-
ever tiiis banner floats over a national ship or a

national Territory, there is a land, not of fi eedom,
but of slavery

!

Hence it has followed, that the nation up to

1854 surrendered all the unoccupied portions of

this continent to Slavery, and thereby practically

excluded fieemen — because experience shows
that when you have made a slave Teiritory, free-

dom avoids it; just as much as when you make
a free Slate, like Kansas, slavery disappears

from it

I have said that the country was demoralized
by its political representatives; but these politi-

cal representatives have their agents. All men
necessarily fall into some political party, and
into some jjolitical parties and religious sects.

To gain office in a political party and share its

favors, when the nation was demoralized, it be-

came necessary that the candidate should be
tolerant of slavery. So religious sects were am-
bitious to extend their ecclesiastical swny. The
consequence was that year by year slavery liad

party upon party; slavery had religious sect upon
religious sect; church after church. But alas !

until the dawn of thai year freedom had no
party and no religious sect throughout this whole
country.

A people who are demoralized are easily ope-
rated u[)on ; they are easily kept persistently in

the same erroneous habit which has demoralized
them. The first agency for continunig to extend
the power of slavery upon this continent, is that

of alarm. Fears of all kinds are awakened in

the public mind. The chief of them is the fear



28

of turbulence, of disorder, of civil commotions,

and of civil war. The slaveholders in the Slave

Stales very justly, and truthfully, and rightfully

assume that slaves are the natural enemies of

their masters; and, of course, that slaves are

insidious enemies of the State which hcilds them,

or requires them to be held in bondage; that in-

sidious enemies are dangerous ; and, therefore,

in every Slave State that has ever been founded

in this country, a policy is established wliich

supi)resses freedom of speech and freedom of

debate, so far as liberty needs advocates, while

it extends the largest license of debate to those

who advocate the interests of Slavery. This

lack of ficedom of speech and freedom of debate

is followed in Slave States by the necessary con-

sequence, that there is no freedom of suffrage.

So that at the last Presidential election—the first

when this question was ever distinctly brought

before the American people—there were no Slave

States in which a ballot-box was open for free-

dom, or wlierein free men might cast tlieir ballots

with safety. If one side only is allowed to vote

in a State, it is very easy to see that that side

must prevail. [Laughter and api)lause.]

If the condition of civil society is such that

voting is not t<j be done safely, few men will vote.

Every man who wislies to express his choice is

not expected to be a martyr. The world produces

but few men willing to be martyrs, my friends,

and I am sorry to say they have not been very

numerous in our day. Nearly one-half of the

United States, then—that is, all the Slave States,

are at once to be arrayed on the .vide of slavery

;

and behold tlien ! they tell us that Republican-

ism, which invites them to discuss the subject, is

sectional, and they are national. But the Slave

States are not willing to rest content with this

exclusion of all freedom of suffrage, of speech

and of debate on the subject of Slavery within

their own jurisdiction, but they require the fiee

States to accept the same system for themselves.

They insist that although they may be able at

home to keep down their slaves, if we will be
quiet, yet they cannot tolerate a discussion of

Slavery in the Free States, as we thereby encou-

rage tlie slaves in tlie Slave States to insurrec-

tion and sedition. This argument might fail to

reach and convince us, inasmuch as we, ourselves,

are safe from any danger of insurrection in the

Slave States.

But they bring it home to our fears bj^ declar-

ing that their peace is of more importance than

the interest of the nation; that they prefer Sla-

very even to Union; that if ^^e will not acquiesce

in allowing them to maintain, fortify and extend

Slaveiy on equal terms, then they will dissolve

the Union, and we will all go down togetliei', or

we will all suffer a common desolation. There
are few men—and theie ought to be few—who
would be so intent on the subject of establishing

Freedom that they would consent to a subver-

sion of the Union to produce it, because the

Union is a positive benefit, nay, an absolute ne-

cessity, and to save the Union, men may natu-

rally dare to delay. Most men, therefore, very

cheerfully prefer to let the subject of Slavery

rest for some better time— for some better occa-

sion—for some nmre fortunate circumstances,

and they are content to keep the Union with

Slavery if it cannot be kept otherwise.

You see how this has worked in demoralizing

the American people. Les.s than thirty years

ago the Governor of Massachusetts—that first

and freest of the States—actually recommended
the Legislature to pass laws which would declare
that the meetings of citizens held to discuss the
subject of Slavery .should be deemed seditious,
and should be dissolved by the police! The
Governor of tlie State of New York, who prece-
ded me in that high oflfice, during liis adminis-
tration, and within your own lifetime and mine,
actually made the same recommendation to the j
Legislature of that State. What was recom- I
mended, but not carried out in those States by l
law, became a custom and practice ; for, as you a

know, when the laws did not dissolve the public >,

I

assembly, there was a period of near twenty |
I years in which no public meeting of men opposed

'*

to the extension or aggrandizement of Slaverj',

could be held Avithout being dispersed by the
mob, acting in concert with the general opinion
of the country.

When the people of the Free States were thus
demoialized, A\liat wonder is it, that for twelve
years all debates on the subject of slavery oi- the
presentation of the subject by the people even
in the form of a petition, was repressed and
trampled under foot, and remained there until

John Quincy Adams at last rallied a party around
him, strong enough to restoie freedom of debate
in the House of Representatives ! Wliat wonder
is it that within the last year, in the very face of
the organization, and the onward march of the
Republican party, the administration of the Fede-
ral Government has actually, by its oflficeis, ap-
pointed in compliance with the dictation of the
slaveholders, abandoned the Federal mails to the
insjiection and surveillance of the magistrates of
the slave States ; so that they may abstract and
commit to the flames every word that any man
may speak, however eh^quent, able, truthful or
moderate, in the Halls of Congress against slavery
and in favor of freedom.

This, fellow citizens, is your Government.
This is the condition in which you aie ])]aced. I

am sorry to say—but I like to be truthful—that

I have no especial comjiliments for you of the
State of Illinois, on this subject; for in this

long catalogue of extraordinary concessions to

slavery, under the impulse of fear, I think the

very first protest that ever came from the Stale

of Illinois was as late as the year IS55; after

all these atrocious concessions had been made,
and we were brought to the necessity of going
back and undoing mischief that had been done.
Y'ou sent two senators to Congress

;
you insisted

upon extending the Wilmot Proviso over the
territory acquiied from Sjjain. How did tliey

do itl They voted for the Wilmot Proviso under
your instructions, and they voted against it with-

out instructions when it came to the piacti-

cal test. I think you made no protest until Mr.
Douglas demanded one single and last conces-

sion "for the purpose," as he said, " of exclud-
ing tlie whole subject from Congress." That
was the abrogation of the Missouri Compromise,
containing the restrictions for the protection of
freedom in the Territoiies of Kansas and Ne-
braska. Then you sent a noble rejirescntative

to the Senate in the person of Judge Trumbull.
[Loud and prolonged apjilause.]

A voice—"We'll send him again."

Yes, send him again.
" We will ;" " we will."

I marveled when I rose here before you to
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day and saw this immense assemblage, which no

edifice but only the streets of Chicago could hold.

[Cheers and laughter], and I wondered how it

would have been had I come here in 1850, or

even down at any later day before the abroga-

tion of the Missouri Compromise.

But, fellow-citizens, let by-gones be by-gones.

I have seen the time when 1 had as little courage

and as little resolution on this subject as most of

you. [Laughter.] 1 was born into the demoral-

ization— I was born a slaveholder, and have some
excuse, which you have not. All these things

were done, not because you loved slavery, but

because you loved the Union.

When slavery became identical in the public

mind with the Union, how natural it was, even for

patriotic men, to approve of, or to at least excuse

and tolerate slavery. How odious did it become
for men to be Free-soilers and be regarded as

Abolitionists, when to be an Abolitionist was, in

the estimation of mankind, to be a traitor to one's

country. How natuially was it then to believe

that slavery after all might not be so very bad,

and to believe that it might be necessary and
might be right at some time, or on some occasion

which times and occasions were always a good
way off from themselves ; especially, how natural

was it, when the whole Christian Church, with

all its sects, bent itself to the support of the

Union, mistaking the claim of slavery for the

cause of the Union.

How extensive this proscription for the sake

and in the name of Union, has been and is to

this day, you will see at once when I tell you
that there is not in this whole Republic, from
one end of it to the other, a man who maintams
that slavery shall not be extended, who can se-

cure, at the hands of his country, any part in the

administration of its government from a tide-

waiter in the Custom House, or a Postmaster in

a rural district, to a Secretary of State, a Minis-

ter in a foreign court, or a President of the

United States. How could you expect that a

people, every one of whom is born with a pos-

sible chance, and a fair expectation of being

something—perha})s President of the United

Slates—would resist the demoralization prose-

cuted by such means ? And when it becomes a

heresy, for which a man is deprived of position

iu an ecclesiastical sect to wbich he belongs,

how could you expect that the members of the

Christian churches would be bold enough to

provoke the censure of the Christian world?
Above all, our Constitution intended to give us,

our frame of government, as we hjve always
supposed, was so established, that it did give us

a judiciary which cannot err, which must be in-

fallible, and must not be di.sputed ; and when
the Judicial authority, which has the army and
the navy, through the direction of the Executive
power, to execute its judgments and decrees,

pronounces that every appeal made for freedom
is seditious, that every syllable in defense of

liberty is treason, and the natural sympathy we
feel for the oppressed is to be punished as a
crime ; while that body is unwilling, or at least

unable to bring to punishment one single culprit

out of the thousand of pirates who bring away
Blaves from Africa to sell in foreign lands—how
could you expect a simple agricultural people
such as we are, to be so much wiser and better

than our Presidents and Vice-Presidents, Sena-

tors and Representatives in Congress, and even
our Judges?

I have brought you down, fellow citizens, to

the time when this demoralization was almost
complete. How assured its xaltimate success

seemed, after the compromise of 1850, you will

learn from a fact which I have never before men-
tioned, but which I will now : Horace Mann, one

of the noblest champions of freedom on this

continent, confessed to me, after the passage of

the slavery laws of that year, that he despaired

of the cause of humanity. In 1854, after the

repeal of the Missouri Compromise, without jno-

ducing so much alarm as a considerable thunder

storm would do in the nation, there was only

one man left who hoped against the prevailing

demoralization and who cheered and sustained

me through it; and that man, in his zeal to

make his prediction just, was afterwards beti ayed

so far by his zeal that he became ultimately a

monomaniac and suffered on the gallows. That

was John Brown. [Sensation.] The first and
only time I ever saw him was when he called

upon me after the abrogation of the Missouri

Compromise, and asked me what I thought of

the future. I said I was saddened and disap-

pointed. I would persevere, but it was against

hope. He said, " Cheer up, Governor ; the peo-

ple of Kansas will not accept slavery ; Kansas
will never be a slave State." [Great applause.]

I took then a deliberate survey of the broad

field
;

I considered all ; I examin?d and consid-

ered all the political forces which were revealed

to my oliservation. I saw that freedom in the

future States of this continent was the necessity

of this age, and of this country. I saw that the

establishment of this as aPtepublic, conservative

of the rights of human nature, was the cause of

the whole world ; and I saw that the time had
come when men, and women, and children were
de[)arting from their homes in the eastern States,

and were followed or attended by men, women
and children from the European nations—all of

them crowded out by the pressure of population

upon subsistence in the older parts of the world,

and all making their way up the Hudson River,

through the Erie Canal, along the railroads, by

the way of the Lakes, spreading themselves in a

mighty flood, over Michigan, Iowa, Indiana, and

Illinois, and even to the banks of the Mississippi.

I knew that these emigrants were planting a

town every day, and a State every three years,

heedless and unconcerned as they were, think-

ing only of provision for their immediate wants,

of shelter and lands to till in the West— I knew
the interest they would have when they should

get here, and that was, that they sliould own
the land themselves. [Cries of ^'good, good,"

and applause]—that slaves should not come into

competition with them here. [Renewed ap-

plause.
]

So, as they passed by me, steamboat load after

steamboat load, and railroad train after railroad

train, though they were the humblest and per-

haps the least educated and least trained poition

of the communities from which they had come,

I knew that they had the instinct of intere-t, and

below, and deeper than that, the bftter iu-U:,ct

of justice. [Applause.] And I said, I will tru t

the.se men ; I will trust these exilts
;

hi,\ l:i,ih

and reliance henceforth is on the poo:, i t-t > a

the rich; on the humble, not on t; e -nut.

[Applause.] Aye, and sad it was tu coiile. s, lut
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it waa so. I said, henceforfh. I put my trust not

in my native countrymen, but I put it in the

exile from foreign lauds. He lias an abhori-ence

for, and he has never been accustomed to, slavery

by habit. Here he will stay and retain these

Territories free. [Applause.]

I was even painfully disappointed at first, in

seeing that the emigrants to the West, had no
more consciousness of their interest in this qnes-

tion, when they arrived here, than they had in

their native countries. The Irishman who had

struggled against oppression in his own country,

failed me ; the German seemed at first, but, thank

God, not long, dull, and unconscious of the duty

that devolved upon him. This is true ; but

nevertheless, I said that the interest and instincts

of these people would ultimately bring them out,

and when the States which they plant and rear

and fortify shall apply for admission into the

Federal Union, they will come not as slave States

but as free States. [Applause.] I looked one

ste)! further. I saw how we could redeem all that

had been lost; and redeem it, too, by appealing

to the very passions and interests that had lost

all. [Hear ! Hear I
]

The process was easy. The slave States of the

South had demoralized the free States of the

North by giving them presidencies, secretary-

ships, foreign missions and post offices. And
now, here in the Northwest, we will build up
more free States than there are slave States.

—

These free States having a common interest in

favor of freedom, equal to that of the Southern

Slave States in favor of slavery, will offer to

Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, Massa-

chusetts and New Jersey, objects worthy their

ambition. [Appilause.] And to-day, I see tlie

very realization of it all. I can give you advo-

cates for freedom in the Northern States, as bold,

as out-spoken, as brave, and as confident of the

durability of the Union, as you can find for

slavery in the Southern States. Aye, and when
the Southern States demoralize the free States by

saying they will give their trade and traffic, buy
their silks and their linens, and other trumpery,

provided they can buy their principles in the

sale and the bare;ain must be struck, I said, there

shall be, in those new free States in the North-

west, men who will say, we will buy your silks

and linens, and your trumpery of every sort, we
will even buy more, and pay you quite as well,

provided you do not betray your principles.

[Applause.]

All this was simply restoring the balance of

the Republican system, bringing in a counter

force in favor of freedom to counteract the es-

tablished political agencies of slavery. You
have heard that I have said that the last Demo-
crat is born in this nation. [Laughter and ap-

jdause.] I say so, however, with the qualifica-

tion before used, that by Democrat I mean one

who will maintain the Democratic principles

which constitute the present creed of the Demo-
cratic party [" Hear, hear ; we understand it "]

;

and for the reason, a very simple one, that

slavery cannot pay any longer, and the Demo-
crat does not work for anybody who does not

pay. [Great applause.] I propose to pay all

kinds of patriots, hereafter, just as they come.

I propose to pay them fair consideration if they

will only be true to freedom, I propose to

gratify all their aspirations for wealth and power,

as much as the slave states can.

But, fellow citizens, we had no party for this

principle. There, was the trouble. Democracy
was the natural ally of slavery in the South,

We were either whigs, or if you please, Ameri-
cans, some of us, and thank God I never was
one—in the limited sense of tlie term. [Cries of

"good," "good," and applause.] But the
Whig party, or the American paity, if not
equally an ally of the Slave party, in the South,
was, at least, a treacherous and unreliable i)arty

for the interests of freedom. [That's so.] Only-

one thing was wanting, that was, to dislodge

from the Democratic party, the Whig party, and
the Native American party, men enough to con-
stitute a Republican party—the party of Free- i

dom. [Applause.] ^
And for that we were indebted to the kindness,

unintentional, no doubt, of your distinguished

Senator, now a candidate for the Presidency,

Mr. Douglas—[laughter] who in procuring the

abrogation of the Missouri Compromise, so shat-

tered the columns of these parties, as to dis-

integrate them, and instantly there was the

material, the preparation, for the onslaught.

Still there was wanted an occasion ; and that

occasion was given, when, in an hour of mad-
ness, the Democratic party and Administration,

with the sympathy, or at least the acquiescence,

of the Old Line Whigs and the Native Ameri-

cans, refused to allow the State of Kansas to

exercise the perfect freedom in choosing be-

tween liberty and slavery, which they had pro-

mised to her, except she should exercise it for

slavery. Then came the hour. We had then,
^

fellow-citizens, the material for a party ; we had
the occasion for a party, and the Republican '

party sprang into existence at once, full armed. "'

I will never knowingly do evil that good may
come of it ; I will never even wirh that others

may do evil that good may come of it ; and for

the same reason that I know the evil to be cer-

tain, and the good only possible or problematical.

But no man ever rejoiced more heartily over the

birth of his first born than I did when I saw the

folly and madness of the repeal of the Missouri

Compromise and the rejection of Kansas. [Ap-

plause.] These acts, I said to myself, are the

doings of Presidents, of Senators, of Judges, of

Priests and of Deacons ; and when the Republi-

can party organized itself, I said now is the work
complete. [Good! Good!]
How much I have been cheered in this long

contest, by seeing that only stolen, surreptitious

advantages were gained by slavery in the form

of rescripts and edicts, and laws on the statute

book ; while the cause of freedom brought in

first, California; next. New Mexico, with her

constitution claiming freedom ; next, Kansas

;

next, Minnesota, and next Oregon
;
you may all

know, if you possibly remember, the song of joy,

not so poetic, but as full of truth and happiness,

as the song of Miriam, which I then uttered,

declaring that that was the end, and the victory

was won. [Loud applause.] The battle is

ended and the victory is ours. Why then, say

they, why not withdraw from the field? For
the simple reason that if the victor retire from
the field, the vanquished will then come back,

and the battle will not be won. Why should

the victor withdraw, and surrender all his con-

quests to the conquered enemy ? Why should

he place the enemy back upon the field, and
withdraw his legions into the far distance, to
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give him a cliance to re-establish the line that

has been broken up 1

The Republican party will now complete this

great revolution. I know it will, because, in the

first place, it clearly perceives its duties. It

is unanimous upon this subject. We have

had hesitation heretofore, but the creed to

which I have already adverted, which issued

from that Council Chamber now before me, an-

nounced the true determination, and embodies

that great, living, national idea of Freedom, with

wliich I began. I know that the Republican

party will do it, because it finds the necessary

forces in all the free States adequate, I trust, to

achieve success, and has forces in reserve, and

increasing in every slave State in the Union, and

only waiting until the success of the Republican

party in the free States will be such as to war-

rant protection to debate, and free suffrage in the

slave States. [Applause.] But, above all, I know
it, because the Republican party has, what is

necessary in every revolution, chosen the right

line of policy. It is the policy of peace and
moral suasion ; of freedom and suffrage ; the

policy, not of force, but of reason. [Ai)plause.]

It returns kindness for unkindness ; fervently

increased loyalty for demonstrations of disloyalty;

patience as becomes the strong, in contention

with the weak. [Applause.]

It leaves the subject of slavery in the slave

States to the care and responsibility of the slave

States alone—(loud cheers)—abiding by the con-

stitution of the country, which makes the slave

States on this subject sovereign; and, trusting

that the end cannot be wrong, provided that it

shall confine itself within its legitimate line of

duty, thereby making Freedom paramount in

the Federal Government, and making it the in-

terest of every American citizen to sustain it as

such. I know that the Republican party will

succeed in this, because it is a positive and an

active party. It is the only party in the country

that is or can be positive in its action. You have

three otlier parties, or forms of parties, but

each of them without the characteristics of a

party. You are to choose. The citizen is to

choose between the Republican party and one of

these.

Try them now by their candidates. Mr. Lin-

coln represents the Republican party. [Hearty

applause.] He represents a party which has de-

termined that not one more slave shall be im-
ported from Africa, or transferred from any
i^lave State, domestic or foreign, and placed upon
the common soil of the United States. [Cheers.]

If you elect him, you know, and the world
knows, what you have got. Take the case of

Mr. John Bell, an honorable mau ; a kind man,
and a very learned man, a very patriotic man

;

a mau whom I respect, and in social intercourse

cjuite as much as everywhere else, as here where
my word may be regarded as simply complimen-
tary ; but what does Mr. John Bell, and his Con-
stitutional Union—what is the name of his par-

ty ? Constitutional Union, is it not ? [Laugh-
ter.] What does Mr. Bell and his Constitutional
Union party propose on this question ? He pro-
poses to ignore it altogether ; not to know that
there is such a question. If we can suppose
such a thing possible as Mr. Bell's election by
the people, what then ? He ignored the question
until the day of election came, but it will not
stay ignored. Kansas comes and asks or dc

mands to be admitted into the Union. The In-

dian Territory, also, south of Kansas, must be
vacated by the Indians, and here at once the

slaveholders present the question as they will

also do in the case of New Mexico. It will not

stay ignored. It will not rest. It cannot rest.

You have postponed the decision for four years,

and that is all. Postponing does not settle it.

AVhen defending law suits, I have seen times

when I thought I won a great advantage by get-

ting an adjournment, [laughter], but I always

found, neveatheless, that it was a great deal bet-

ter to be beaten in the first instance, and try it

again, than to hang my hopes upon an adjourn-

ment. [Renewed laughter and applause.]

Take the other ; Mr. Breckinridge represents

a party that proposes a policy the very opposite

of ours. They propose to extend slavery and to

use the Federal Government to do it. Let us

suppose him elected. Will that satisfy the

American people? [Cries of "No, no! "] Will
that settle the question 1 [No, no !] That is only

what Mr. Buchanan has already done. And if I

should put a vote to this audience, I am sure I

should get no vote of confidence in Mr. Buchan-
an. [No, no, no !] That is of course. But if I

were to go into a Bell-and-Everett National Union
party meeting, as va.st as this, and ask for a vote

of confidence in James Buchanan, they would
say No, just as emphatically as you do. In the

demonstration for Mr. Douglas, which is to be

made here day after to-morrow— I shall not be

here, and would not have the right to appear if I

were — but any of you have the right, by their

leave, and you ought not to do it without, to

offer and put to vote a resolution of confidence

in James Buchanan, and you would get precisely

the same negative response that you get here,

only a little louder. [Applause and laughter.]

Then the people are not going to elect Mr. Breck-

inridge, because he jtroposes to follow in the

footsteps of Mr. Buchanan, who is rejected.

Grant, however, that owing to some misappre-

hension, or some strange combin tion, they may
obtain all they hope, and indirectly, if not di-

rectly, make Mr. Breckinridge President. Sup-
pnse' Mr. Breckinridge elected. Does that settle

the question in favor of slavery ? Then you
not only have the combination of the Republi-

cans, and the Constitutional Union party, and
the Douglas party to drive him out again,

[Laughter,] but you have only postponed the

question for four years more, under circum-

stances far more serious, possibly fatal.

Yon have now disposed of them all except the

Douglas party. Mr. Douglas' party is not a posi-

tive party. It proposes just what the Bell party

proposes—to ignore the question in Congress.

That is just what we find the people will not do,

and will not be content to do under John Bell.

Why should they like it better under Mr. Doug-

las? Mr. Douglas and his party say there is a
better way. They don't want it ignored, but

that it belongs to the Territories, and they can

settle it better and more wisely than we can.

What can they do 1 Have they settled it in the

Territories in favor of slavery! Are you, aro

the people of the free States, going to consent to

that? If they were, why did they not consent to

the proposition of the President, that the people

of Kansas should be subjected to slavery under
the Lecompton Constitution? Then, they said,

that was the act of the people. But if the peo-
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pie of the Territory should decide in favor of

freedom, are the slave States going to acquiesce 1

No, because they have their candidate in the
perst)ii of Mr. Breckinridge to continue the war
until they shall regain the lost battle.

But Mr. Douglas' proposition may result in a

different way. lie says, if I understand him
rigrhtly, that it is immaterial (o him, at least he
has no right and does not pro[)Ose to decide upon
the question, whetlier they vote slavery up or

down. [Laughter.] Then tliey will vote sla-

very up in sume teiritories, and vote it down in

some other territories. That, fellow citizens,

will be Compromise ; are you going to be satis-

fied with a new Compromise? You have tried

them, and found that they are never kept. On
the whole, you are very sorry that they were
ever made.
But is a compromise that is brought about in

that way, the irresj)onsible act of Squatter Sove--

reignty in the Territories, to satisfy the slave

States? They have repudiated Mr. Douglas, tlie

ablest man among them all ; they have repudi-

ated him altogether, because they will not bo
satisfied with a Squatter Sovereignty that gives

any Territory whattiver to he free States.

I have now demonstrated to you, I think, that

the Republican party is the only })Ositive party.

But I can show it by another argument. The
Repul)lican party has one faiih, one creed, one
baptism, one candidate, and will have but one
victory. The power of slavery has three creeds,

three faiths, and is to have three victories.

[Laughter ] They have openly confessed, or

rather, the secret leaks out, through conversa-
tions and consultations, that they do not expect
to get a single victory, any more than you expect
they will. All their hope and endeavor is to

defeat the Republican party, and take the chances
for a share of the fruits to result from your de-

feat. [Ai)i)lause.]

Suppose they should, by combinations and
coalitions, secure the defeat of the Rei>ub]ican

party, are you going to stay defeated. [Cries of

no, no.] You have been defeated once, have you
not ? Can you not bear another defeat ? [Yes,

half a dozen of them.] You will not have to I

am sure. [Laughter.] But I am supposing for

the purpose of argument that we are defeated by
a coalition. Did any one ever know a cause that

was lost when it was defeated by a coalition ?

[No.] There was a coalition in Europe five years
ago in which Hungary was defeated by the coali-

tion of Austria with Russia ; but Hungary has
risen up again to-day, and the coalition is under-
stood to be dissolved. [Applause.] There was a

coalition two or three years later, in which Rus-
sia was defeated by the combination of France
and England; but Russia is just as strong, just

as steadily pressing on towaids Constantinople
to-day, as she has been every day from the

time of the Czar Peter until now. And while
she has abated nothing of her purposes, and
nothing of hope, she has gained strength.

So, all the elforts of the statesmen of both
France and England are required to keep
them from falling out with each other before

the battle begins. There is no danger and
not much disgrace in being beaten by coalitions

;

and there is no danger, because they are coali-

tions. The more the coalitions are necessary,

the less are they effectual. One party is always
stronger than two other parties, ia a contest, un-

less the whole result is staked upon a single

battle.

But, fellow citizens, the explanation of the
whole matter is, that there is a time when the
natiim needs and will require and demand the
settlement of subjects of contention. That time
has come at last, when the parties in this coun-
try, both of the slaveholding states and of the
free states, both the slaveholder and the free

laboring man, will require an end—a settlement
of the conflict. It must be repressed. The
time has come to repress it. The people will

have it repressed. They are not to be forever

disputing upon old issues and controversies.

New subjects for national action will come up.
This controversy must be settled and ended.
The Republican party is the agent, and its suc-
cess will teriLinate the contest about slavery in

the new states. Let this battle be decided in

favor of freedom in the territories, and not one
slave will ever be carried into the territories of

the United States, and that will end the Irre-

pressible Conflict. [Great applause.]

And because it is necessary that it should be
done, is exactly the reason why it will be done.
It cannot be settled otherwise, because it in-

volves a question of justice and of conscience.

It is for us not merely a question of policy, but
a question of moral right and duty. It is wrong,
in our judgment, to perpetuate by our votes or

to extend slaverv.

It is a very different thing when the slavehold-
er proposes to extend slavery ; for that is, with
him, only a question of merchandise. Men, of

whatever race or nation, in our estimation, are

men, not merchandise. According to our faith,

they all have a natural right to be men, but in

the estimation of the other party, African slaves

are not men, but merchandise. It is, therefore,

nothing more or less with them than a tariff

question ; a question of protecting commerce.
With us it is a question of human rights, and
therefore, when it is settled, and settled in favor

of the right, it will stay settled just as every
question that is settled in favor of the right al-

ways does.

But if it be taken merely as a question of poli-

cy, it is equally plain that it will be settled in

favor of the Republican side, because our high-

est policy is the development of the resources

and the increase of the population, wealth and
strength of the Republic. Every man sees for

himself, and no man need be told that the coal,

the iron, the lead, the copper, the silver and the

gold in our mountains and plains are to be dug
out by the human hand, and that the only hand
that can dig them is the hand of a freeman.

[Great applause.] Every man sees that this

wealth, and strength and greatness are to be ac-

quired by human labor, guided by human intel-

ligence and human purpose. Every man knows
that the slave, even if he be a white man, will

have neither the strength nor the intelligence,

nor the virtue to create wealth ; for the slave has

a simple line of interest before him—it is to ef-

fect the least and consume the most. [Hear,

hear.]

But, fellow citizens, I seem to myself to have
fallen below the dignity and greatness of this

question, in discussing a proposition whether
free labor or slave labor is more expedient, or

more necessary. Let me rise once more, and
remind you that we are building a new and great
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empire; not bnilding^ it, a modern Rome and
Paris and Naples stand, upon the ruins and over

the graves of tenfold greater multitudes of men
than lliose who now occupy their sites ; but ui)on

a soil, where we are the first pjossessors, and the

first architects. The tomb and the catacomb in

Rome and Paris and Naples are filled with relics

and implements of human torture and bondage,
sliowing tlie ignorance and barbarity of tlieir

former occupants. Let us, on the other hand,
build up an empire that shall leave no monument
or relic among our graves, and no trace in our

history, to prove that we were false to the great

interests of humanity. Human nature is entitled

to a home on this earth somewhere. Wliere else

shall it be if it be not liere ? Human nature is

entitled, among all the nations of the earth, to

have a nation that will truly represent, defend
and vindicate it. What other nation shall it be,
if it be not ours?
People of Illinois ! People of the great West!

You are all youtliful, vigorous, generous. Your
Slates are youthful, vigorous and virtuous. The
destinies of our country, the hopes of mankind,
the liopes of liumanity rest upon you. Ascend,
I pray 1 I conjure you I to the dignity of that
high responsibility. Thus acting, you will liave

peace and harmony and 1 appine.ss in your future

years. The world, looliing on, will applaud you
and future generations in all ages and in all

regions will rise up and call you blessed. [Long
continued cheering.]

SPEECH AT LANSING, MICHIGAN.

IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT REAFFIRMED.

The Cincinnati Commercial gives the following

abstract of Senator Seward's speech at Lansing,
Jlich., on the 1st inst.

:

Fellow Citizens : I was leaving, one misty
morning in September, the City of Jerusalem,
with my servants and pack-horses to carry pro-

visions and clothing, having four marines of the
United States Navy for guard, and an Arab sheik,

secured by proper bribes, to give me safe conduct
across the mountains of Judea, from the Holy
City to the Dead Sea. The Governor had assign-

ed me a janissary, under the responsibility of the
bastinado, to see that we got safely out of the
dangerous passes. As we climbed one of the
lofty hills which skirted the Dead Sea, we came
upon a party of native Arabs, who came out to

meet us. The janissary rode up to the head of
our column, and demanded in a loud voice of the
sheik, " How much man is here ?" [Laughter.]
He counted the whole party, and told " how
much man " there was by giving the number in

our ranks. Standing here in the midst of fifteen

thousand freemen, I might ask the same ques-
tion, in the same sense in which the Arab used
it—meaning how many men are here ? But flat-

tering as it is to see so many gathered together
to listen to my words, I deem it of much more
importance to ask, " How much man is here,"
than to inquire how many. I like to speak to as
much manhood as I can, while I am quite indif-
ferent as to numbers.
Fellow citizens, it is not, after all, so much a

compliance with the kind invitation of the Repub-
licans of Michigan which has brought me here, as
it is my own desires. I have an interest in seeing
the newly formed Capitol of an embryo State, the

organization and development of free institutions,

the prosperity' of a free people ; and I would wil-

lingly travel over many more weary miles of cor-

duroy road, if I could reach the centre of such and
so prosperous a community. I would gladly
derive from the gathered masses of my country-
men the inspiration needful to instruct me in

conveying the lessons which our popular life and
development are perpetually teaching. Believ-

ing, as I do, that man is but for a day, while
humanity is universal, I shall have nothing to

say about men. If I know myself, I have no
prejudice against any man, however widely he
may differ from me in opinion. Holding fast to

principles, independently of personalities, I wish
to say that society always excuses bad measures
and bad principles when they are adopted by
those whom they approve, and with whom they
are accustomed to co-operate. But if I can find

out the principles which move men, I shall then
be able to judge intelligently how far they are to

be trusted as guides. In order to determine any
matter justly, we should kiow the principles in-

volved in it. Nothing new arises before us for

settlement, that is not related to what has gone
before. What has been of old, was yesterday, is

to-day, and will be again to-morrow. We fulfill

our part upon the stage, pass off, and let the re-

sponsibility devolve upon our successors. Within
the past ten years we have added three new
States to the Federal Union, and in the next ten
years we shall have added four more.
The question that most interests us as patriots

is this—What kind of a nation shall we be-
come 1 We are so far on our way, and now, if

the only question for us were how shall we cod.
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suit our own ease and peace ? we might say—we
are safe any way. We who are living to-day,

and perish to-morrow, are in no danger. If we
sought only our own peace we might adopt tile

indifferent creed of that political philosopher

who " don't care whether Slavery is voted up or

voted down." But to those coming up after us,

the settlement of that question is as vital and
important as the settlement of the question of

the American Revolution was to our fathers.

V/hy, fellow-citizens, they might have enjoyed

peace, and security, and prosperity, and not

cared for the question that led them to under-

take and carry through that arduous revolution-

ary struggle. But they cared for their posterity,

for us. and therefore they settled the question

then and there.

Fello V citizens, what you in the West want

is, to build a nation which shall be free, pros-

perous and honored ; a nation which shall be

acknowledged and revered as the greatest

people whom the circling sun has ever looked

down upon, from the beginning of time. Do
you want anything less? If so, you are not

worthy of the great trust committed to your
charge. What kind of a nation tht-n do you
want ? Just such a nation as the State of Mich-

igan ; a land where every man may sit, happy
and free, not indeed under his own vine and 6^.

tree, but under his own apple, peach and shade

tr^es, with none to molest or to make him
afraid ; a land where all the citizens are free to

exercise the spontaneous will of freemen. You
may go through the whole earth, and you will

never find such a body of citizens as this to-day,

gathered voluntarily together to discuss and se-

cure their rights. Not in France or Rome or any

nation of Europe or Asia, could such a metting be

gathered, without a band of armed dragoons l)e-

ing gathered to disperse and trample thea:i down.

Fellow citizens—I was undertaking to analyze

this extraordinary spectacle of a great popular

meeting, discussing with dignity and moderation

the conduct of their rulers, and prepared to dis-

card from their service every man who has forfeit-

ed their confidence. The fact of primary impor-

tance here, is that every man is free. I am here

surrounded with 15,000 freemen. Now suppose

for a moment, fellow citizens, that I was sur-

rounded by 15,000 slaves, or even by 14,000

slaves and 1.000 freemen, and that having the

opportunity of assemblage, they were to rise in

insurrection and rebellion. Of course I must

not say a word of human riglits, or they might

rise and cut the throats of the 1,000 freemen.

There can be no such thing as freedom of debate,

where all or many are slaves. Next, the greatness

of Michigan consists in the fact that all its citi-

zens are voluntary colonists. They came here

not as an enforced emigration—they remain here

not because they were born here, but because

they are willing to come, and free to stay or to go.

Thus, you have not a people gathered only from

the shores of Western New York, or born with-

in your own borders, but a people gathered from

every State in the Federal Union, and every

couiitry of Europe ; a people fertile in all those

resources which make a great nation ; a people

which brings from every State just those ele-

ments which infuse life, wealth and power. You
bring the bold, hardy and enterprising, and the

brave and fearless men out of every Christian

country on earth. You bring them from Eng-

land, Ireland, Scotland, France and Italy ; and
every man who comes is a man fit to be one
of the founders of a Free State. [A voice in the

crowd, "From Africa, too?"] Reverse this rule,

and suppose that instead of this class of useful

citizens, you brought only slaves and paupers,
or even convicts, as some States export convicts

to countries that will take ihem. What a diii'er-

ence in your civilization and development should
we behold ! The weak and useless elements in

a population never voluntarily emigrate. Bold-
ness, resolution and enterprise are the require-

ments of successful colonists. No colonies ever

succeeded without them. This involves conse-

quences of more importance than at first thought
you would be likely to suppose. Can anybody
tell me what nation on earth could have made .

this vast network of railroads which we possess i

by any other system of labor than ours 1 Can \

any body tell me how we could have made it

without Irishmen ? Can any one tell me, if we
had all been Irishmen, how we could ever have
got this railway system organized ?

I am coming now to the question which my
respected friend from a distance has asked me.
Now suppose, by any course of policy which you
should adopt, you could discourage and prevent

freemen from any part of the world from coming
in here ? The European States would send their

refuse classes—their convicts to colonize you.
There would never be, thanks to the Providence
that guides above, convicts enough to constitute

a great country, but there would be enough to

deteriorate fatally the character, the prosperity

and the virtue of the people. To multiply such
classes of population, is but to multiply weak-
ness. What kind of labor should we have, if the

freemen, the independent citizens from all coun-
tries, were to be met with some such discourag-

ing policy as this ? What would you have to

supply the place of that great, busy, enterprising

free labor which now distinguishes you 1 What
could you have, but what South Carolina and
Georgia fell back upon to replace the need of

free labor settlers—the importation, namely,
through the employment of New York vessels, of

African negroes, at $100 a head, to settle, and
clear up, and develop the State of Michigan.

Now you have happily escaped that one great

evil of having Africans brought here comiiulso-

rily to perform that labor. And how iiave you
been enabled to escape it 1 By the wisdom and
foresight of our forefathers, who, by the Ordi-

nance of 1787, declared that neither Slavery nor

involuntary servitude should exist in all your
borders. Because there were men in those days

wise enough to look across the broad fields of the

West and anticipate that there would be those

who would seek to cover them with Slavery. Is

there a man in the State of Michigan who would
be willing to-day that there should exist one
single, solitary slave, obliged and bound to per-

form involuntary labor within the State of Michi-

gan ? [Cries of "No! No!"] If I take out a

freeman and put in a slave, what happens ?

More than the loss of an enterprising and useful

citizen—the loss of virtue—the loss of the spirit

and energy that exis.'s only with entire freedom.

Let it once be understood that Slavery may exist

here, and all the emigrants would desert Michi-

gan at once. The two systems of labor cannot

exist as a permanent form of civilization together.
|

Then is an irrepressible conflict. [Load and



35

long coiitimied cheers.] Intvodnce Slaverj-, and
you expel Freedom. Introduce Freedom, and
Slavery wilt, sooner or later, die. Now, from the
beginning of my existence in politics, I have
seen this conflict, and I have considered that my
bounden duty as a patriot was to see to it, so far

as ii depended upon my action, that every new
State should be a Free State, and to diminish it

in the Slave States so far as, constitutionally, it

could be done. That is the whole question." If

I am wrong, I am grievously wrong.
Let us see what is the alternative, if I am

wrong. Did you ever know of a Slate peopled ex-
clusively by freemen that was in any danger from
domestic insurrection, foreign invasion, or civil

war 1 Is there any Slave State but will confess
itself to-day in danger of insurrection ? A few
madmen organized at Chatham, in Canada, enter
the oldest and proudest of the Southern States
of this Union with a handful of pikes and spears
—and straightway the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia quivers and shakes with the terrors of do-
mestic insurrection and servile war. Kentucky
expels from her borders freemen who defend
freedom within her limits, and Tennessee visits

with the stake and faggot slaves who aspire to
freedom. What do we see this moment in Texas—a State young and vigorous like Michigan, and
priding herself upon still greater significance
and power? She is convulsed with an almost
universal panic because Slavery is discussed
among a portion of her citizens.

But, I am asked, why interfere in this matter ?

why not stand aloof, and let it take care of it-

self, and adopt the Illinois Senator's maxim of
entire non-intervention. I will tell you why.
We are maintaining a standing army, of the
heavy cost of one thousand dollars per man

;

and a standing navy, which is large, though not
very effective ; and what are we maintaining it

for ? To take care of Michigan ; to protect New
York, or Massachusetts, or Ohio, against internal
or external violence ? No ; there is not a nation
on the face of the earth which wonld dare to
attack these free States, or any of them, if they
were even disunited. But we are doing it in
order that slaves may not escape from slave States
into the free, and to secure those Slates from
domestic insurrection, and because, if we pro-
voke a foreign foe. Slavery cries out that it is in
danger. Have I not a right to say that if it were
possible, I would rather not have an army and
navy — rather not wring from the hand of free
labor its earnings to increase an army, whose
tendency always and everywhere is to corrupt
public virtue.

What, then, fellow citizens, are my 'limits!
Simply these. The Constitution of the United
States makes you and me sovereigns over the
Territories for their good. They are vacant, un-
occupied, unimjjroved ; and if left to them-
selves, the cupidity of the .slaveholder and the
slave-trader wonld lead them to enter them and
colonize them with Slavery. And this would be
done by a surprise—by a movement, which,
while it might not people the Territory with
Slavery, would introduce enough to demoralize
all the people, and turn them all into apologists
for Slavery, upon a principle which, I am
ashamed to confess, has ruled this nation for
forty years. It is this : that for the sake of
peace, of harmony, of quiet, we will sacrifice
justice, freedom and the welfare of posterity.

It is that for the sake of living on good terms
with your neighbors, while they will not give up
an error, or a prejudice, or a principle, you i(i:l.

There is no virtue among us—no reliance on
God—no justice, no public conscience, ihat is

equal to our dread of the oft-repeated menace,
that if we dont give up fieedom, right, justice

and everything else, they will set on lire this

great temple of constitutional liberty and con-
sume us all. [Loud cheers.] Fellow citizens, I

have no hope for these United Stales, but in

the existence of such honest, candid, considerate
citizens as will look earnestly into these things
and interest themselves in their just determina-
tion. Give me such a man, and I care not
whether he votes now for Douglas or Breckin-
ridge, I'll have him a friend of freedom before he
dies, [applause,] or if he goes an unrepentant
Democrat to his grave, I'll have his children.

Fellow citizens, if Gen. Cass had so adminis-
tered your Territorial Government of Michigan
as to encourage the introduction of one thousand
slaves, your noble Commonwealth would now
have been a Slave State. That is what has been
done with Texas, where, in a fine agricultural
Slate, adapted to free labor, Slavery is not only
established, but we are bound, by the very act

of admission, to accept four more new Slave
States out of her soil. That is what would have
been done with Kansas had we not fought and
struggled against it with all the energy of free-

men. Now, fellow citizens, if the man who
owns his own land is to be replaced by a man
who is willing that another man should own him
as a slave, the quality of society is detei-iorated;

and I believe that if you bring the question
right home to any sound, right-minded man, he
would say, I would much rather you would make
a slave of me than to forge your manacles for

any man who is under my protection and care. Ail
that is wanted in order to settle this matter
rightly is to make sure that all our eflforts con-
verge to the one great end of fostering Freedom
and discouraging Slavery.

They tell us that Popular Sovereignty will

work out the result of Freedom. So it would,
if in Congress and in the Administration, you
had the active friends of Freedom instead of
men who are on the other side. But, whenever
you have got to that point you have arrived where
the advocates of that convenient doctrine will

not follow you. Popular Sovereignty is good
only to establish Slavery. Its virtues are not
appreciated when it works the other way.

—

[Laughter and applause.] You will find no ad-
vocates of Popular Sovereignty among the De-
mocracy after the 6th day of November next.

And then you come right to the great issue of
the irrepressible conflict, and if you don't like

the conduct of affairs—why, four j'ears are soon
ended, and all who are opposed to it will have a
fair opportunity in the next Fre.sidential election

to fix the machinery for another four years.

—

[Cheers.] All, on the other hand, which we
have to do, is to take care that no missteps give
occasion to charge us witli abuse of the great
trust committed to our hands. All will be well
if we redeem the confidence of those to whom
we have opened up the war to help secure our
natioral welfare. All will go right when our
efforts are directed to reclaim for us, a place in

the family of free nations, and to secure for us
the respect and conMence of mankind.
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ON THE MISSOURI BORDER.

HIS

SPEECH AND ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION AT ST. JOSEPH.

Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen and Fellow Cit-

izens—I think that I have, some time before this,

said that the most interesting and agreeable sur-

prise tliat ever human being liad on tliis earth

was that wliich Columbus felt when—after his

Jong and tedious voyage in search of a continent,

the existence of which was unknown to himself,

as to all mankind, and the evidence of whose

existence was nothing but a suggestion of his

own philosophy, surrounded as he vyas by a mu-
tinous crew, who were determined on the destruc-

tion of his own life if he should continue the voy-

age unsuccessfully another day—he went out at

night on tlie deck of his little vessel, and there

rose up before him the dark shadow of an island,

lighted up by the dwellings of human beings like

hknself. That was the most interesting surprise

that ever occurred to any man on earth. And
yet I do not think that Columbus was much
more surprised than I and those who are with

me have been to-night.

AVe liave been traveling in a land of friends

and brethren, through many States, from Maine

to Missouri!—along the shores of tlie ocean,

along the shores of the great lakes and the banks

of great rivers—and I will not deny that our foot-

steps have been made pleasant by kind and

friendly and fraternal greetings. We entered the

soil of Missouri this morning, at ten o'clock, feel-

ing that, although we had a right to regard the

people of Missouri as our brethren, and although

we were their brethren and friends, yet we were

to be regarded by its citizens as strangers, if not

as aliens and enemies ; but this welcome which

greets us here surpasses anything that we have

experienced in our sojournings from Bangor, in

tlie State of Maine, to this place. The discovery

that here there is so much of kindness for us, so

much of respect and consideration, takes us by

surprise. [Applause.] I will not deny that it

atiects us with deep sensibility, for we did not

propose to visit St. Joseph, There is a land be-

yond you—a laud redeemed and saved lor free-

dom, through trials and sufferings that have com-

mended its young and growing people to the

respect of mankind and to our peculiar sympatliy.

We proposed to be quiet travelers through the

State of Missouri, hoping and expecting without

stopping here, to rest this night on the other

side of the Missouri, where we knew we would

be welcome. [A voice
—

' 'We won't hurt you."]

No, I know you won't hurt me. The man who
never wished evil to any human being, who
challenges enemies as well as friends to show the

wrong of which any being made in his own
form can accuse him when he comes before the

bar of Justice, has no fear of being harmed in the

country of his birth and of his affection. But I

stated that not merely for the purpose of showing
how agreeable is the fraternal welcome. It is

full of promise. I pass over all that has been

said to me of consideration for myself. There are

subjects on wliich I take no verdict from my
fellow citizens. I clioose to take the approba-

tion if I can get it, of my conscience, and to

wait till a future age for the respect and consi-

deration of mankind. [Applause.] But I will

dwell for one moment on this extraordinary

scene, full of assurance on many points, and in-

teresting to every one of you as it is to me.

The most cheering fact, as it is the most strik-

ing one in it, is that we who are visitors and pil-

grims to Kansas, beyond you, find that we have
reached Kansas already on the northern shores of

the Missouri river. [Hurrah,] Now come up here

you—if there are any such before me—who are

so accustomed to sound an alarm about the dan-

ger of a dissolution of the Union; come up here,

and look at the scene of Kansas and Missouri,

so lately hostile, brought together on either

shore in the bonds of fraternal affection and
friendship. [Loud cheers.] That is exactly

what will always occur whenever you attempt to

divide this people and to set one portion against

another. The moment you have brought the

people to the point where there is the least de-

gree of danger to the national existence felt, then

those whom party malice or {)arty ambition have

arrayed against each other as enemies, will em- ,

brace each other as friends and brethren. [En-

thusiastic applause.]

Let lue tell you this simple truth : that though

you live in a laud of slavery there is not a man
among you who does not love slavery less than

he loves the Union. [Applause.] Nor have I

ever met the man who loved freedom so much
under any of the asjiects involved in the pre-

sent Presidential issues as he loved the Union,

for it is only through the stability and perpetuity

of this Union that any blessings whatever may
be expected to descend on the American people.

And now, fellow citizens, there is another les-

son which this occasion and this demonstration

teach. They teach that there is no difference

-whatever in the natures, constitutions or character

of the people of the several States of this Union,

or of the several sections of this Union. They

are all of one nature, even if they are not all

native born and educated in the same senti-

ments. Although many of them came from dis-

tant lands, still the very effect of being an

American citizen is to make them all alike.
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I will tell you why this is so. The reason is

simply this:' The Democratic principle that

every man ought to be tlie owner of the soil that

he cultivates, and tlie owner of the limbs and the

head that he applies to that culture, has been

adojited in some of the States earlier than in

others ; and where it was adopted earliest it has

worked out the fruits ot higher advancement, of

greater enterprise, of greater prosperity. Where

it has not been adopted, enterprise and industry

have languished in proportion. But it is going
through; it is bound to go through. [A voice

—

"Notliere."] Yes, here. As it has already gone
through eighteen States of the Union so it is bound
to go through all of the other fifteen. It is bound
to go tlirough all of the thirtij-three States of the

Union for the smple reason that (<?'.« Going thkocgh
THE woKLD." f Enthusiastic cheering.]

Eeception and Speeches at St. Louis and Springfield.

Sketcli of " Old Abe," &c.

Mr. Seward said that he had not come lo see

St. Louis or the people of Missouri, but to see

Kansas, which was entitled to his aratitinle and
respect. Missouri could take care of lierself;

she did not care fur Republican piinciples, but
warred with them altogether. If forty years ago
Missouri had chosen to be a Free State, she
would now have four millions of people instead

of one million. He was a plain spoken man,
and here was talking treason in the streets of

St. Louis. He could not talk anything else if he
talked as an honest man, but he found himself
out of place here. [A Voice—" You're at home."]

Here, said he, are the people of Missouri, who
ask me to make a speech, and at the same time
there are laws as to what kind of sjjeech I may
make. The first duty that you owe to your city

and yourselves is to repeal and abrogate every
law on your statute book that i)rohibits a man
from saying what his honest judgment and sen-

timent and heart tell him is the truth. [Mingled
surprise and approbation on the part of the
crowd.] Though I have said these hard things
about the State of Missouri, I have no hard sen-

timents about it or St. Louis, for 1 have great

faith and hope—nay, absolute trust—in Provi-
dence and the American jieojjle. What Missouri
wants is courage, resolution, spirit, manhood

—

not consenting to take only that ])rivilege of
speech that slaveholders allow, but insisting on
complete freedom of speech.

But I have full trust that it will all come right
in the end ; that in ten years you will double
your population, and that in fifteen or twenty
years you will have four millions of people. To
secure that, you have but to let every man who
comes here from whatever state or nation, speak
out what he believes will jiromote the interests
and welfare of mankind. What surprised me in

Kansas was to seethe vast improvements made
there within six years, with so little wealth or
strength among the people; and what surprised

me in Missouri was that, with such a vast terri-

tory and with such great resources, there was so

little of population, improvement and strength

to be found. [Faint manifestations of approval.]

I ought not, perhaps, to talk these things to you.

I sliould have begun at the other end of the

story, though a citizen of any other State has as

nmch liberty here as the citizens of Missouri ; but

he has less liberty than I like. I want more than

you have. I want to speak what I think, instead

of what a Missourian thinks I think you arc in

a fair way of shaming your Government into an

enlightened position. You are in the way of

being Germanized into it. I would much ratlier

you had got into it by being Americanized in-

stead of Germanized ; but it is bette' to come to

it thiou<ih that way than not to come to it at all.

It was through the Germans Germanizing Great

Britain that Masna Charta was ob'ained, and

that that great charter of English liberty came to

be the charter of the liberties of the sons of Eng-

land throughout the whole world. Whatever

lies in my power to do to bring into successful

and practical operation the great principle that

this government is a government for free men
and not for slaves or slaveholders, and that this

country is to be the home of the exile from every

land, I shall do as you are going to do by sup-

porting Abraham Lincoln for President, and Han-

nibal Hamlin for Vice-President. [Cheer".]

At Springfield, where Mr. Lincoln resides,

there was a crowd awaiting the arrival of the

train, and a salute was fired as it approached

the station There was a rush into and about

the windows of the car in which Mr. Seward

was seated. Among those who pressed forward

to shake him by the hand was Mr. Lincoln him-
self. His portr its bear a sutticient resemblance

to him to make recognition easy, and yet he is

not by any means so hard featured and almost

repulsive looking as they represent him.

On the contrary, while no one would call him.
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a good looking man, neither would any one be

repelled bj bis aspect. The good humored ex-

pression that lurks about his clear gray eye, tra

vels the one long, deep curved furrow down his

cheek, and makes its home somewhere in the

region of his capacious mouth, must always

make him friends, He dresses in the ordinary

style of Western lawyers, black cloth swallow-

tailed coat, and pants titling tightly to his long,

bony frame ; the inevitable black satin vest, open

low down, and displaying a broad field of shirt

bosom, the collar being turned down over a

black silk neckerchief.

The crowd commenced to vociferate for Seward

and finally succeeded in getting him out to the

platform. After alluding to the extent of his

trip, he said :

I am happy to express, on behalf of the party

with whom I am traveling, our gratitude and ac-

knowledgments for this kind and generous re-

ception at the home of your distinguished fellow-

citizen, our excellent and honored candidate for

the Chief Magistracy of the United States.
_
If

there is in any part of the country a deeper in-

terest felt in his election than there is in any

other part, it must of course be here, where he

has Hvel a life of usefulness ; wliere he is sur-

rounded by the companions of his labors and of

his public services. We are happy to report to

you, although we have traveled over a large part

of the country, we have found no doubtful

St'^tes. [Ap[)lause.l

You would naturally expect that I should say

sometliing about the temper and disposition of

the State of New York. The State of New York
will give a generous and cheerful and effective

support to your neighbor, Abraham Lincoln. I

liave heard about combinations and coalitions

there, and I liave been urged from the beginning

to abandon this journey and turn back on my
footsteps. Whenever I shall find any reason to

!-uspect that the majority which the State of

New York will give for the Republican candi-

date, will be less than 60,000, [cheers,] I may

do so '^he State of New York never fiiils—

never flinches. She has been committed from

the beginning, as she will be to the end, under

all circumstances, to the great principles of the

Republican party.

She voted to establish this a land of freedom

for you in 1787. She sustained the Ordinance

of '87 till you were able to take care of your-

selves. Among the first acts of her government,

she abolished slavery for herself. She has known

nothing of compromises, nothing of condition or

qualification in this great principle, and she ne-

ver will. She will sustain your distinguished

neighbor because she knows he is true to this

great principle, and when she has helped to

elect him, by giving as large a majority as can

be given by any half dozen other States, then

you will find that she will ask less, exact

less, from him, and support him more faithfully

than any other State can do. That is the way

she did with John Quincy Adams, that is the

way she sustained Gen. Taylor, and that is the

way she will sustain Gen. Lincoln. [Great

cheers.]

There were loud calls for Gen. Nye, to which

he responded. While he was speaking the two

great Republican leaders had a few vords of

general conversation in the car, within the hear-

fng of those around them. They expressed

themselves satisfied as to the result of the elec-

tion.

Mr. Lincoln said : Twelve years ago you told

me that this cause would be successful, and ever

since I have believed that it would be. Even if

it did not succeea now, my faith would not be

shaken.
An invitation was extended to the party to go

to some place not definitely understood. They

left the car for the purpose in Mr. Lincoln's

company, but, finding that the train would only

stop a few moments, they turned back, shook

hands with the President expectant, and resura-

I ed their seats. Mr. Seward was cheered as the

1 train swept through the town.

SPEECH AT MADISON, WISCONSIN,

September 12, 1860.

DUTY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE NORTHWEST.

Fellow-Citizens—It is a bright September

sun that is shining down upon us—such a ,sun

as nature, (ileased with the remembrance of her

own beneficence, seems to delight in sending

forth to grace the close of a season which has

been crowned with abundance and luxuriance,

unknown even to her own habitual profuseness.

It is such a sun as nature, pleased with seeing

the growth of a noble capital in a great State, may
be suiiposed to send out to illuminate and to

make more effulgent the magnificent beauties of

the place in which we are assembled. It is such

a September sun as we might almost suppose

nature, sympathizing with the efforts of good

men, lovers of liberty, an.xious to secure their

own freedom, to perpetuate that freedom for the

enjoyment of their posterity, and to extend its

blessings throughout the whole world, and for

all generations, may have sent forth in token of

sympathy with such a noble race. [Applause.]

But, fellow citizens, bright and cheerful as tliis

hour is, my heart is oppressed, and I am unable
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it once to lift myself above the sadness of re-

cent scenes and painful recollections. I obeyed

the command of the Republican people of Wis-
consin to aiipear before them on this, the 12tli

day of September; and as I approached the

beautiful seaport, if I may so call the ciiy that

crowns the shores of Lake Michigan, and affords

entrance to this magnificent State, I had antici-

pated, because I had become habituated to, a

welcome that sh uld be distinguished by the

light of a thousand torches, and by the voices of

mubic and of cannon. But the angel of death

passed just before me on the way, and iiistt-ad of

footsteps lighted with the greeting of thousands of

my fellow citizens, I found only a thick darkness,

the gloom increased, as only nature's darkness can

he, by the weeping and wailing of mothers for the

loss of children, and refusing to be comforted.

I have been quite unable to rise from that sud-

den shock ; to forget that instead of the voice of

a kind and merry and genial welcome, I heard
only mourning and lamentation in the streets.

To you, perhaps, the scene seems somewhat
foreign, because it occurred in your beautiful

seapoit, but it was not merely a municipal ca-

lamity. It is a calamity and disaster that be'falls

the State, and strikes home dismay and horroi-

to the bosoms of all its people, for those were
citizens of the State who perished, and those who
survive are the mourners ; the desolate widows
and orphans who are bereaved. Let me, before

I proceed, take the liberty to bring this subject

home to the State authorities of Wisconsin, and
to ask and to implore that nothing may be left

undone, if there is yet anything that can be done,

to rescue a single suff'^rer from that dread'ul ca-

lamity, and to bring to the comforts of social life,

and of a sound, good, religious, and public edu-
cation, the orphans who are left to wander on the

streets by the lake side.

Fellow citizens, it is a political law—and when
I say political law, I mean a higher law— [cries

of ''good,"]—a law of Providence, that empire
has, for the last three thousand years, so long as

we have records of civilization, made its way
constantly westward, and that it must continue
to move on westward until the tides of the re-

newed and of the decaying civilizations of the

world meet on the shores of the Pacific Ocean.
Within a year I liave seemed to myself to follow

the track of empire in its westward march for

three thousand years. I stood but a year ago on
the hill of Calvary. I stood soon afterward on
the Pi roeus of Athens. Again I found my.self on
the banks of the Tiber. Still advancing westward
I rested under the shades of the palaces of the
kings of England, and trod the streets of the now
renovated capital of France. From those ca[)i-

tals I made my way at last to Washington, the
city of established empire for the present genera-
tion of men, and of influence over the destinies
of mankind. [Applause.]

Empire moves far more rapidly in modern
than it did in ancient times. The empire estab-
lished at Washington, is of less than a hundred
years formation. It was the empire of thirteen
Atlantic American States. Still practically the
mission of that empire is fulfilled. The power
that directs it is ready to p;iss away from those
thirteen States, and although held and exercised
under the same Constitution and national form
of government, yet it is now in the very act of
being transferre 1 from the thirteen States east

of the Alleghany mountains and on the coa.st of

the Atlantic ocean, to the twenty States that lia

west of the AUeghanies, and stretch away from
their base to the base of the Rocky Mountains.

The political power of the Republic, the empi^-e

is already here in the plain that stretches be-

tween the great lakes on the east and the base

of the Rocky Mountains on the west ; and yon
are heirs to it. When the next census shall re-

veal your power, you will be found to be the

masters of the United States of America, and
through them the dominating political power of

the world. [Applause—and voice, "Amen."]
Our mission, if I may say that I belong to that

eastern and falling em])ire instead of the rising

western one—the mission of the thirteen States

has been practically accomplished. And what
is it ? Just like the mission of every other power

on earth. To reproduce', to produce a new and
greater and better power than we have been our-

selves, [applause,] to introduce on the stage of

human affairs twenty new States and to prepare

the way for twenty more, before whose rising

greatne.ss and splendor, all our own achievements

pale and fade away. We have done this with as

much forethought perhaps as any people ever

exercised, by saving the broad domain which you
and these other ior\y Slates are to occupy, saving

it for your possession, and so far as we had vir-

tue enough, by surrounding it with barriers

against the intrusion of ignorance, superstition

and slavery. [Applause.]

Because yoit are to rise to the ascendant and
exercise a dominating influence, you are not,

therefore, to cast off the ancient and honored
thirteen that opened the way Jor you and mar-
shaled you into this noble possession, nor are

you to cast off the new States of the West. But
you are to lay still broader foundations, and to

erect still more noble columns to sustain the

empire which our fathers established, and winch

it is the manifest will of our Heavenly Father

shall reach fioni the shores of the lakes to the

Gulf of Mexico, and from the Atlantic to the

Pacific ocean. It was a free government which
they established, and it was a self-government

—

a government such as, on so large a scale, or in-

deed on any scale, has never before existed. I

know that when you consider what a magnifi-

cent destiny you have before you, to lay your
hand on the Atlantic coast, and to extend your
power to the Pacific ocean and grasp the great

commerce of the ea.st, you will fully appreciate

the responsibility. It is only to be done by main-

taining the Democratic system of government.

There is no other name given under heaven by
which, in this generation, nations can be saved

from desolation and ruin, than Democracy.

This, to many conservative ears, would seem a

strange proposition, and yet it is so simple that

I lack the power almost of elucidating it. Look
at England. She is ambitious, as she well may
be, and ought to be, to retain that dominion,

reaching into every part of the h.abitable globe

which she now exercises. She is I'knly to do it,

too, and may do it, by reducing, every succes-

sive }'ear, the power of her aristocracy, and in-

troducing more and more, the popular element

of Democracy into the administration of our

government.
In many respects the government of England,

though more aristocratic, is still less mona;chica[

than our own. The British empire exists to-day
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only by recognizing and gradually adopting the

^reat truth that if the British empire is to_ stand,

it is the British people who are to maintain that

empire and enjoy and exercise it. France, the

other great European power, which seems to

stand firmer now than ever, and to be renewing

her career of prosperity and glory— France, un-

der the form of a despotism, has adopted the

])rinciple of universal suflFrage.and the empire of

Trance to-day is a democracy. The Austrian

empire is falling. And why ? Because democ-

racy is rising in Germany to demand the libera-

tion of the people of its various nations, and the

exercise of universal suffrage. And Italy to-day

all along the coast of the Mediterranean, is rising

u]) to the dignity of renewed national life, by

adopting the principle of universal suffrage and

the limitation of power by the action of the whole

people.

Now if in the Old World, where government

and empire are entrenched and established so

strong in hereditary aristocracy, no empire can

stand'except as it yields to the democratic prin-

ciple; look around over the United States of

America, and say how long you can hold these

States in a federal union or maintain one com-

mon authority or empire here, except on the

principles of democracy ? Therefore, it is that,

I say, that you of the northwest are, above all

things, first, last, and all the time, to recognize

as the great element of the republic, the system

and principles of democracy.

But, fellow citizens, it is easy to talk about de-

mocracy. I have heard some men prate of it by

the hour, and admire it, and shout for it, and ex-

press their reverence for it ; and yet I have seen

that they never comprehend the simplest ele-

ment of democracy ? What is it ? Is it the op-

posite of monarchy or of aristocracy ? Aristo-

cracy is maintained everywhere, in all lands, by

one of two systems, or by both combined. An
aristocracy is the government in which the pri-

vileged own the lands, and the many unprivi-

leged work them, or in which the few privileged

o\vn the laborers and the laborers work for

them. In either case the laborer works on com-

pulsion, and under the constraint of force
;
and

in either case he takes that w hich may remain

after the wants of the owners of land or labor

are both satisfied. The laborer must rest con-

tent with the privilege of being protected in his

personal rights ; and the powers of the govern-

ment are exercised by the owner, of labor and

of land.

Here, then, you see I have brought you to the

consideration of the great problem of society in

this republic or empire. It is this :
Is there

any danger tnat in the United States the citizen

will not be the owner of the land which he cul-

tivates 1 If there is any part of the United

States where the labor or the land is monopo-

lized by capital, there is a place in which the

democratic element has not yet had its intro-

duction or been permitted to work its way effec-

tually. So, on the other hand, as here, where

you are, no man can monopolize the land which

another man is obliged to cultivate, much less

monopolize the labor by which the lands on your

fields are cultivated, you are entirely and abso-

lutely established and grounded on democratic

principles. But, you all know, that has not al-

ways been the history of our whole country, and,

at times, was not the condition of any part of it

Some two hundred years ago, -when laborers

were scarce, and the field to. be cultivated was

large, private citizens of the Atlantic States,

driven, as they said, by the cupidity of the Bri-

tish Government, introduced the labor of slaves

into the American Colonies, and then established

the aristocracy of land and labor. The system

pervaded nearly the whole Atlantic States. If

it had not been interrupted it would have per-

vaded the Continent of America ; and instead of

what you see, and of what you are a part, and

of what you do,—instead of emigration from the

Eastern States into the prairies of the West, and

instead of emigration from Europe all over the

United States, you would have had in the North-

west this day the Boston and New York mer-

chant importing laborers instead of freemen into

the seaports, and dispersing them over the en-

tire valley of the Mississippi. That would have

been the condition of civilization on this conti-

nent. It has been fortunate for you, and fortu-

nate for us, that such a desecration of the mag-

nificent scene, provided by nature for the im-

provement of human society and for the increase

of human happiness, has been arrested so soon

;

and you will see how felicitous it is when for

one moment you compare the condition of Wis-

consin, and of Maine, and of Iowa, and of Illi-

nois, and of Indiana, and of all the Free States

of the Union, with the Islards of the West In-

dies, colonized just at the same time that the

Atlantic States were colonized, and with the

condition of South America, a whole and entire
,

new continent, abounding in the most luxuriant

vegetation and with the greatest resources of

mineral wealth, absolutely reduced to a condi-

tion of perpetual civil war, and ever renewed

ruinous desolation. The salvation of North

America from all those disasters that have be-

fallen the Soulhern portion of the continent is

the result of bold and firm procedure on the

part of your ancestors and mine, less than a

hundred years ago.

The Government of the United States was es-

tablished in an auspicious moment. The world

had become aroused to the injustice as well as to

the inexpediency of the system of Slavery, and

the people of the United States, rising up to the

dignity of the decision that was before them,

determined to prevent the further extension, as

far and fast as possible, to secure the abolition

of African Slavery. It was under the influence

of a high, righteous, noble, humane excitement

like that, that even the State of Virginia, itself a

Slave State, like the State of New York, deter-

mined that, so far as her power and her will could

command the future. Slavery should cease for-

ever ; first, by abolishing the African Slave

Trade, which would bring about, ultimately, the

cessation of domestic Slavery ;
and, in the se-

cond place, by declaring that her consent to the

cession of territory noithwest of the Ohio, of

which you occupy so beautiful a part was given

with the expre - condition that it should never

be the home of Slavery or involuntary servitude.

[Applause.]

But fellow citizens, I need not remind you

that this, like most other efforts of human so-

ciety to do good and to advance the welfare of

mankind, had its painful and unfortunate reac-

tion. Hardly twenty years had elapsed after the

passage of those noble acts tor the foundation of

liberty on the North American continent, before
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there came over the nation a tide of demoraliza-

tion, the results of which, coming on us witli

such ftr-aifui rapility, surpass almost our power
to describe or to sufficiently deplore.

What have we seen since that was done ? We
have seen the jieople of the United States—for it

is of no u.>e to cast responsibility on parlies, or

administiations, or statesmen—extend slavery

all around the coast of the Gulf of Mexico. We
have seen them take Texas into the Union and
agree that she should come in as a Slave State,

and liave the right to multiply herself into four

move Shave States. We have seen California

and New Mexico conquered by ihe people of the

United States, with the deliberate consent, if not

purfiose, that Slavery should be extended from
the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. We
have seen the Constitution of the United States,

jjervcrted by the consent of the people until that

Constitution, instead of being a law of freedom
and a citadel of human rights, has come to be

pronounced by the affected judgment and willing

consent of the highest tribunal of the United
States, yet enjoying the confidence and support

of the people, to be a tower and bulwark of

human slavery, of African bondage; and you
have it now announced by the government ot

tjie United States, which you yourselves brought

into power, that wherever the Constitution of the

United States goes, it carries, not freedom with

the eagles of conquest, but hateful bondage.

[Ap[)lause.] If the principle which you have
thus perniitted to be established is true, then

there is not an arsenal within the United Slates,

not a military or naval school of the federal gov-

ernment, i:ot a federal jail, not a dock yard, not

a shi[) that traverses the ocean, bearing the

Ameiican Hag in any part <if the land, where the

law, the normal law, the law by which men are

tried and judged, is not a law by which evers

man whose ancestor was a slave is a slave, and
by which property in slaves, not freedom of

man, is the real condition of society under
t!ie federal system of government. I can only
ask you to consider for a moment how near you
liave come to losing everything which you enjoy

of this great interest of freedom. Tiie battle

cuhainated at last on the fields of Kansas.

How severe and how dreadful a battle that has
been, you all know. It was a great and despe-
rate effort of tlie aristocracy of capital in labor,

to carry their system practically with all its evils

to the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, and to cut
off the Atlantic States from all communication
witli the sister States on the Pacific, and so extend
Slavery from the centre, both ways, restoring it

throughout the whole country. You will say
that this was a very visionary attempt; but it

was far from being visionary. It was possible,

and for a time seemed fearfully probable—prob-
able for this reason, that the land must have
labor, and that it nmst l)e either the labor of free-

men or the labor of slaves. Introduce slave laboi-

in any way that you can, and free labor is repel-

led, and avoids it. Slave labor was introduced
juto this country by the opening of the African
slave trade, and when the Territory of the Uni-
ted States, in the interior of the continent was
open to Slavery with your consent and mine,
nothing tlien would have remained but to reopen
and restore the African slave trade ; for it is pro-

hibited only by a law, and the same power that

made the law could repeal and abrogate it. The

same power that abrogated the Missouri Cora-

promise in 1<S54, would, if the efforts to establish

Slavery in Kansas had been successful, have
been, after a short time, bold enough, daring

enough, desperate enough, to have repealed the

prohibition of the African slave trade. And, in-

deed, that is yet a possibility now ; for, disguise

these issues now before the American j)eople as

they may be disguised by the Democratic party,

yet it is nevertheless jjerfectly true, that if you
forego your opposition and resistance tf) S'avery,

if this popular resistance should be withdrawn,
or should, for any reason, cease, then the Afri-

can slave trade, which at first illegally renews
itself along the coasts of our Southern States,

would gradually steal up the Mississipid, until

the people, tired with a hopeless resistance,

should become indifferent, and African Slavery
Nvould once more become the disgraceful trade

of the American flag.

Now, all these evils wonld have happened all

this abandonment of the continent of North
America to slavery would have happened, and
have been inevitable, had resistance to it de-

pended alone on the people of the thirteen origi-

nal States. We were already overpowered there.

From one end of the Atlantic States to the other,

there were, in 1850, scarcely three States which
did not declare that henceforth they gave up the

contest, and that they were willing that the peo-

ple of the new Territories might have slavery or

freedom, and might come into the Union as slave

States or as free States, ju.st as they pleased.

When that had happened, what would have
followed 1 W'^hy, that the people who had the

right to slavery if they pleased, had the right

to get slaves if they pleased. How then were
we saved? It seems almost as if it was Provi-

dential that these new Slates of the Northwest,
the State of Michigan, the State of Wisconsin,

the State of Iowa, the State of Maryland, the

State of Ohio, founded on thi.s reservation for

freedom that had been made in the year 1787,

matured just in the critical moment to inter-

l)Ose, to rally the free States of the Atlantic

coast, to call them back to their ancient princi-

])les, to nerve them to sustain them in the con-
test at the Capital, and to send their noble and
true sons and daughters to the plains of Kansas,
to defend, at the peril of their homes, and even
their lives, if need were, the precious soil which
had been abandoned by the Government to

slavery from the intrusion of that, the greatest

evil that has ever befallen our land. [Applause.]

You matured in the right time. And how came
you to mature ? How came you to be better,

wiser, thau we of the Atlantic States ? The
reason is a simple one, perfectly plain. Your
soil had been never polluted by the footprints of

a slave. Every foot of ours had been redeemed
from s'avery. You are a people educated in the

love of fr.-edom, and to whom the practice of

freedom and of Democracy belongs, for every
one of you own the land you cultivate, and no
hum.ai being that has ever trodrlen it has worn
the manacles of a slave. [Loud applau-e.]

And you come from other regions too You
come from the South, where you knew the evils

of slavery. You come from Germany and from
Ireland, and from Holland and from France, and
from all over the face of the globe, where you
have learned by experience the sufferings that

re.sult from aristocracy and oppression. [Ap-
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plause.] And you brought away with you from
your homes the sentiments, the education of

freemen. You came then just at the right mo-
ment. You came prepared. You came qualifi-

ed. You came sent by the Almighty to rescue

this land and the whole continent from slavery.

Did ever men have a more glorious duty to per-

form, or a more beneficent destiny before them
than the people of the uonhwesteru angle tha,

lies between tlie Ohio river and the great lakes

and the Mississippi ? I am glad to see that you
are worthy of it, that you appreciate it.

It does not need that I should stimulate you
by an appeal to your patriotism, to your love of

justice, and to your honor, to perfect this great

work, to persevere in it until you shall bring the

Government of the United States to stand here-

after as it stood forty years ago, a tower of free-

dom, and a refuge for the oppressed of all lands,

instead of a bulwark of slavery. [Applause.] I

prefer rather to deal in what may perhaps be not

less pleasing to you, and that is, to tell you that

the whole responsibility rests henceforth directly

or indirectly ou the people of the northwest.

Abandon that responsibility, and slavery extends

from tlie Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf of St. Law-
rence on the Atlantic coast. There can be no

virtue in commercial and manufacturing com-
munities to maintain a Democracy, when the

Democracy themselves do not want a Demo-
cracy. [Laughter.] There is no virtue in Pearl

street, in Wall street, in Court street, in Chestnut

street, in any other street of great commercial

cities, that can save the great Democratic Gov-
ernment of ours, when you cease to uphold it

with your intelligent votes, your strong and
mighty hands. You must, therefore, lead us, as

we heretofore reserved and prepared the way for

you. We resign to you the banner of human
rights and human liberty, on this continent, and

we bid you be firm, bold and onward, and then

you may hope that we will be able to follow you.

I have said that you are to have the responsi-

bility alone. I have shown you that in the At-

lantic Northern States we were dependent on

you. I need not tell you that at present you can

expect no effective support or sympathy in the

Atlantic Southern States.

You nuist demonstrate the wisdom of our

cause by argument, by reason, by the firm exer-

cise of suffrage, in every way in which the hu-

man intelligence and human judgment can be
convinced of truth and right—you must demon-
strate it, giving line upon line and precept upon
precept, overcoming passion and prejudice and
enmity, with gentleness, with patience, with

loving kindness to your brethren of the Slave

Slates, until they shall see that the way of wis-

dom which you have chosen, is also the path of

peace [Applause.] The Southwest are sharers

with you of the Northwest in this great inheri-

tance of empire. It belongs equally to them
and to you. They have plains as beautiful.

They have rivers as noble. They have all the

elements of wealth, prosperity, and power that

you have. Still from them, from Kentucky and
Tennessee, from Missouri and Arkansas, from
Alabama and Missouri, and Louisiana, you will

for the present, receive no aid or support; but

you will have to maintain your principles in op-

position, although I trust, not in defiance of

them—and that, for the simple reason that in the

great year 1787, when Mr. Jefferson proposed

that Slavery should be excluded in all the pub-
lic domain of the United States, lying south-
west, as well as that lying northwest of the
Ohio river, those States had not the forecast,

had not the judgment, to surrender the tempo-
rary conveniences and advantages of Slavery,

and to elect, as your ancestors chose for you,
the great system of Free Labor. They chose
Slavery, and they have to drag out, for some
years yet, not long, not so long as some of you
will live, but still so long that they will be a
drag and a weight upon your movements, in-

stead of lending you assistance—they have got

to drag out, to the end, their system of Slave

Labor. You have, therefore, as you see, the

whole responsibility. It depends upon you.

You have no reliance upon the Atlantic Slates

of the east, north or south. You have the opposi-

tion of the southern States on either side of the

Alleghany mountains ; but still the power is

with you. You are situated where all powers
liave ever been, that have controlled the destiny

of the nation to which they belonged. You are

in the land which produces the wheat and the

corn, the cereal grains—the land that is covered

with the oak, and where they say the Slave

cannot live. They are in the land that pro-

duces cotton and sugar, and the tropical fruits

—in the land where they say the white man
cannot labor, in the land where the white man
must perish if he have not a negro Slave to pro-

vide him with food and raiment. [Laughter.]

They do, indeed, command the mouths of the

rivers ; but what is that worth, except as they

derive perpetual supplies, perpetual moral re-

invifforation, from the barely sons of the north,

that reside around the sources of those mighty
rivers'] [Applause.]

I am sure that, in this, I am speaking only

words of truth and experience. The northwest

is by no means so small as you may think it; I

speak to you because I feel that I am, and, dur-

ing all my mature life, have been ono of you.

Although of New York, I am still a citizen of the

northwest. [Good.] The northwest extends

eastward to the base of the Alleghany mountains,

and does not all of Western New York lie west-

ward of the Alleghany mountains 1 [Good.]

Whence comes all the inspiration of free soil,

which spreads itself with such cheerful voices

over all these plains 1 AVhy, from New York,

westward of the Alleghany mountains. The peo-

ple before me—'Who are you but New York men,

while you are men of the northwest ? It is an

old proverb, that men change the skies but not

their minds, when they emigrate; but you have

changed neither skies nor mind. [Applause.] I

might call the roll of Western New York, and I

doubt not that, when I came to Herkimer county,

I should have a response. I certainly have had
responses here from Cayuga and Genesee [A
voice :

" Erie "], and from Erie [A voice :
" Au-

bur . "], and from Auburn [A voice :
" Seneca"],

and from Seneca [A voice : "Yates '], and from

Yates; aye, aye. [Loud laughter.] Bless my
soul I I "have been laboring under a delusion all

the lime. I thought I was out liere, midway be-

tween the Mississippi and the Lakes, and I find

I am standing on the stage in the centre jiark at

home. [A voice: " Right at home."] [Another

voice: " And old Ontario."] And old Ontario.

We will not forget old Ontario, nor old Oswego,

nor Oneida.
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Fellow citizens, I will add but one word more

;

this is not the business of this day alone. It is

uot the business of this year alone. It is not the

business of the northwest alone. It is the in-

terest, ihft destiny of human society on the conti-

nent. You are to make this whole continent, from
north to south, from east to west, a land of freedom
and a land of happiness. [Applause.] There is no
power on earth now existing, no empire existing,

or as yet established, that is to equal or can equal

in duration the future of the United States. It is

not for ourselves alone
;
you have the least possi-

ble interest in it. It is, indeed, for those children

of yours. Old John Adams, when at the close

of tbe revolutionary war be sat down and count-
ed up the losses and sacrifices that be had en-
dured and made, rejoiced in the establiahraent

of the independence which had been the great

object of his life, and said, *' I have gained
nothing. I should have been even more com-
fortable, perhaps, and more quiet, had we re-

mained under the British dominion ; but for my
children, and for their children, and for the

children of the generation that labored with me,
I feel that we have done a work which entitles

us to rejoice, and call upon us by our successes

to render our thanks to Almighty God."

^ I « » » »

GOVERNOR SEWARD'S

EVENING- SPEECH AT D E T R- O I T ,

September 4r, 1860.

In the evening, after Mr. Seward had made
his great speech in Detroit, he was called upon
at his lodgings (Senator Chandler's) by an im-
mense multitude.

Senator Chandler made a few remarks, and
then gave way to Senator Seward. Loud cheers

were given for Seward as he came forward to the

edge of the balcony. He said :

Fellow Citizens : If I appear in obedience to

your call to-night, I hope it will only be a new
illustration of an old practice of mine, never to

give up an honest and virtuous attempt, though
I might fail in it the first time. I tried to-diiy

and utterly failed to make the Republicans of

Michigan hear, and now, in obedience to your
call to-night, renew the effort. Tlie end, on the
part of the peopl?, is at hand. It is now upon
us, and the simple reason is that the people have
become at last attentive, willing to be convinced,
and satisfied of the soundness of the Republican
faith. It has been a task. We had first to reach
the young through the prejudices of the old. I

have never expected my own age and generation
to relinquish the prejudices in which they and I

were born. I have expected, as has been the
case heretofore in the history of mankind, that
the old would remain unconverted, and that the
great work of reformation and progress would
rest with the young. That has come at last, for

though tho Democratic party have denied the as-

cendency and obligations of the " higher law,"
still they bear testimony to it in their lives if not
in their conversation. [Laughter.] Democracy
will die in obedience to "higher law," and Re-
publicans are born, and will be born, and none
birt Republicans will be born in the United States

after the year of 1860. [Laugiiter and applause.]

The first generation of the young men of the
country, educated in the Reijublican faith, has
appeared in your presence by a strong and bold
demonstrative representation to-night. It is the

young men who constitute the Wide-Awake force.

Ten years ago, and twenty years ago, the Wide-
Awake force were incapable of being organized.

Four years ago it was organized for the distrac-

tion of the country and the Republican cause.

To-day the young men of the United States are

for the first time on the side of freedom against

slavery. [Great applause.] Go on, then, and
do your work. Put this great cause into the
keeping of your great, honest, worthy leader,

Abraham Lincoln. [A voice— " The irrepressi-

ble conflict."] Believe me sincere when I say
that if it had devolved upon me to select from all

men in the United States a man to whom I should
confide the standard of this cause—which is the
object for which I have lived and for which I

would be willing to die—that man would have
been Abraham Lincoln. [Great applause.]
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GOVERNOR SEWARD'S

SPEECH AT LA CROSSE, A^^ISCONSIN,

September 14., 1860.

Gov. Seward reached La Crosse at ten o'clock I

this morning, and found a large crowd of citizens
}—with the inevitable Wide-Awakes among them I

—assembled on the levee. An address of wel-
come was presented to Mr. Seward, on the deck

i

of tlie steamboat, to which he replied as follows :

Fellow Citizens—It has always been my pur-
pose to anticipate the progress of civilization in

the West, by visiting tlie interior portion of the
continent before the Indian and his canoe have
given place to the white man, the steamer, the
railroad and the telegrai)h. With that view, I

explored, in 1856, the banks of Lake Superior,
one year only in advance of the establishment of
civilization at Sault St. Marie. It has been my
misfortune that I have not been able to execute
my purpose to visit the Upper Mississippi until I

find that I can no longer trace on its shoies or

blutfs, or among the jjeople who gather around
me, a single feature of the portraits of Catlin,

which first made me acquainted with this won-
derful and romantic region. I must take you
as I find you. I have come here at last, at-

tended by a few friends from the Eastern States
—from Ohio, from New York, from Michigan,
from Massachusetts—with them to see for our-
selves the wonders of this great civilization which
are opening here to herald the establishment of
political ])ower and empire in the Northwest.
But our anticipations are surpassed by what we
see. None of us would have believed that ele-

gant cities would have so rajiidly sprung up on
these shores

;
nor would we have looked for such

evidences of improvement and development as

would require a hundred years to execute in the
States from which we come. This is gratifying
to us, because it shows how rapidly the Ameri-
can people can improve resources, develop wealth,
and establish constitutional power and guaran-
tees for the protection of freedom. If we found
you isolated and separate communities, distinct

from ourselves, we still should be obliged to re-

joice in such evidences of prosjierity and growing
greatness. How much more gratifying it is for

us to find, in everything that we see and hear,
(

abundant evidences that we are, after all, not
separate and distinct peoples—not distinct |)eo-

ples of Iowa, Wisconsin, New York and Massa-
chusetts, but that we are one people—from Ply-
mouth Rock at least to th.? banks of the Missis-
sippi and to the foot of the Rocky Mountains.
Il is an ansurai/ce that eunbles us to trample tinder

ourfict every menace _ ever;/ theat of disuydon, (voy
alarm and apprelunsion of the dismmbermeut of,
this great em/nre ; for we find in the sentiments

|

which yu have expressed to us to-day precisely
]

the sentiments which were kindled two hundred '

years ago on Plymouth Rock, and which are
spreading wider and wider, taking deeper and
deeper roots in the American soil. Tliey give us
the sure and reliable guarantee that under every
possible change of condition and circumstance
the American people will nowhere forget the
common interests, tlie common affections and the

common destiny which make them all one peo-
ple.

Mr. Seward addressed a large audience in the

afternoon. He said that he found it difficult to

discuss things of the past. Slavery, said he, as

a federal institution, is obsolete in this land.

Only one argument remains to the Democracy.
It comes to us loudly and clamorously fiom the

Southern States, and querulously and timidly

from among ourselves. It is that if we do not
choose to give up the contest, and if we elect our
candidate, the fabric of this Union shall be broken
down and shall jierish in ruins. That is the

only argument left—that the Union will be dis-

solved if we succeed in electing the honorable
statesman from Illinois, Abraham Lincoln. AVell,

I jiropose to address a few words to you on the
subject, and to examine how imminent that dan-
ger is with which we are menaced. The Union
is to be dissolved. Ceitainly. Why not, if

Abraham Lincoln, or the Congress of the United
States acting with liira, shall commit any overt

act that .~hall be unjust or oppressive to the slave

States or to any ])ortion of the Union ? But
they will not wait for that, and they are very wise

in not wailing for it, because if they put their

threats on that condition they would, in the first

phice, have no argument against Mr. Lincoln's

election, and in the next place they would have to

wait until after the election before they raised the
aigument. [Laughter.] So it must be on the con-

diiion, pure and simple, that Abraham Lincoln

shall be elected President of the United States,

Well, if he be elected, it will be by a majority

of the American people expressing their choice

for him under the forms of the constitution, and
by the laws made by slaveholders and his oppo-
nents,equally with freesoilers and their friends,

if Abraham Lincoln shall be elected lawfully

and constitutionally, then the government is to

come down. Bless my soul, fellow-citizens,

what can we do ? If we like Abraham Lincoln,

as I am sure you do—don't you ?—[aye, aye,—

]

if all the people of the United States like him
better than they like John Bell, or Stephen A.

Douglas, or Mr. Breckinridge, how can we help

his being elected? [Laughter and applause.]

If he shall be elected, what is that more than

the people of the United States have been guilty

of doing for seventy years, every fourth year—
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electing one man whom they like better than

any other man? Is there anything wrong in

that 1 Can you contrive any way in which you

can elect a minority man—a man whom the i>eo-

ple do not like 1 If so, I should like to see the

patent produced. What kind of government

would it be if we elected a man we did not like

instead of a man we did like ] My imi)ression

is that it would be a government not differing

very far from the empire of Austria, where they

always manage to elect a man whom tlie people

do not like, and where they have an admirable

way of saving the Union by organizing an army

of 500,000 men armed to the teeth to maintain

the man whom the peoi)le do not like, rather

than let tlicm have the man whom they do like.

[A Voice—That is the way the democrats are

doing here.] That is the way they would do

everywhere ;
but that is the very thing which

cannot be done here. Fellow citizens, let me
say to you that those who talk about destroying

this Union, and even those who fear that it is

going to be destroyed because the people do

what they lawfully may do and what they have

a constitutional right to do, know mtthing at all

of the subject of vchich they are talking. They

have no idea of wliat the Union is. They

have never raised their thoughts so high, nor

examined its foundations so low, nor surveyed

its proportions broadly enougli to know what

this Union is. Tliey understand it as a cojjart-

ucrship of thirty-three States, fifteen of which

delight in the slave trade, and eighteen of which

dislike and repudiate the slave trade, and pre-

fer the hiring and compensation of free laborers.

AVe may call slavery by gentle names or mod-
est terms, but slavery is nothing less than the

trade in slaves, for it makes merchandise of the

bodies and souls of men. Now these fifteen

States have the right and have the power, the

unquestionable and undeniable power, to carry

on this trade in slaves within these fifteen States

themselves. We do not interfere with them.

We have no right to interfere with them. They
are sovereign on that subject, and are exempt
from our control. But when it comes to the

federal Union—the Union which is the govern-

ment over us all—there their right to trade in

slaves in the Territories of tlie United States has

ceased, because the constitution is a constitution

lo establish justice, not injustice ; to maintain

peace not by force, but by the consent of the

governed, and to perpetuate, not the curse of

slavery, but the blessings of liberty to ourselves

and to our posterity forever. This Union is this

nation—is this empire of thirty millions of peo-

ple. It is not made for mere trade, much less for

trade in the bodies and souls of men. It is

made for the happiness of the people, for the

development of the material resources of the

country, to guarantee peace and safety to every

citizen in this broad land, and to guarantee him

in the full enjoyment of all his rights of life,

liberty and property. It opens to him this vast

continent for the pursuit of happiness, and by

its power acting on the governments of the Old

World and of the New, it makes the American

citizen the .citizen of the world. [Applause.] This

Union of ours gives us a property in the tombs
at Quincy and xMount Vernon, and in the battle

fields of Bunker Hill, and Saratoga, and York-

town. Are these all to be surrendered if any State

among us should become discontented because

they are not able to secure all the special advan-

tages from the Union that seem to be desirable?

If the Union is to be dissolved, I have shown
that the way is not very ea.sy to do it. Now let

me know who is to do it? It has been said that

Alabama and Missouri, and Mississippi and Loui-

siana, and Florida and South Carolina, will go

out, and then the Union will be dissolved. They
say, " y(m will not try to take us back ;

you will

not dare to imbrue your hands in brothers'

blood to re-establish by force of conquest a

Union which we have repudiated and dissolved."

They are right. We do not propose to do any

such thing. In the first place those States are

not going out. If they go out they go out for a

cause, and that cause is to save slavery. Well,

what are they in for, but to have slavery saved

for them by the federal Union ? Why would
they go out, for they could not maintain and de-

fend themselves against their own slaves ? We
would see them march up, one after another,

under the black fiag, trampling under foot those

stars and stripes of ours. If it were possible I

should like to see the experiment of old Massa-

chusetts going out and endeavoring to carry

Plymouth rock with her, or I would like to see

New York go out and carry the harbor and Cats-

kill mountains with her. What do you think

the rest of the States would say ? I think they

would f<ild their arms and see whether they be-

haved themselves, and they would let them stay-

out just as long as they behaved themselves.

Well, what would they do if they got out and
did not behave themselves. If New York should

levy taxes and imposts, and instead of paying

them into the national exchequer should keep

them on her own account, that would not be be-

having well. Those who think that for nothing

or for any imaginary cause, the Union is to be

dissolved or destroyed, have no idea of the na-

ture of the government under which they live,

or of the character of the people. Go on, then,

and do your duty. The lesson of public life is

one that is easy to be learned. It resolves itself

simply into this—to ascertain, as you always can,

what, in the day in which you live, is the great

work for the welfare of mankind ; do that work
fearlessly, in the love of your fellow men and in

the fear of God, and the Union will survive you
and me and your posterity for a thousand years.

[Applause.]
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GOVERNOR SEWARD'S

SF»Ii:EOH at LEAVEIsr^v\^OI^TH, KANSAS

September 28, 1860.

Mr. Seward returned from Lawrence to Lea-

venworth on Thursday, hoping to escape any
further attention in the latter town, hut he was
not so fortunate. The Wide Awakes mustered
in considerable numbers, and with music, trans-

parencies and flaming torches, marched to the

Planters' Hotel, where there was already a large

crowd assembled. Mr. Seward could not resist

the demand made upon him, and so he, though
unwillingly, left his room, walked down to the

parlor and stepping through the open window
presented himself, all unattended, on the stand

which had been constructed in front of the

building. His ajipearance was greeted with en-

thusiastic cheers, and he found himself, like Mr.
Douglas, " betrayed" into making a speech.

He indulged in anticipation of the time when
on this broad continent there was to be no othea

power than that of the United States, and des-

canted on the importance of their position mid-
way between the two oceans. One or more great

States, he said, must rise here in the valley of

the Mississippi. It might have been, and would
have been, if her i^eople had been as wise as you
are, that State which lies 0])posite you on the

Missouri river. I do not know that the State

of Missouri will not yet be that great Slate, for

there is a hope, there is assurance, that Missouri

Avill ultimately, taiight by the instruction you
are giving her and the example you are setting

her, be a free State. She has soil as fertile, skies

as genial, as those with which God has blessed

any portion of tiie earth. That State will ulti-

mately be one of the greatest, mo>t respected,

most prosperous, most honored States in this

American Union.
Still he treated of the fundamental condi-

tions of a State and of a republic, which con-

ditions are simply these: securing to every man
equal and exact justice, and the fuUe.st opportu-

nity for the improvement of his own condition

and the elevation of his own character by the

laws and customs that we establish. In this

respect you are ahead of Missouri, ahead of Ne-
braska, ahead of Ivwa, and ahead of every State

in the American Union, by reason of the great

injustice suffered, the great wrongs endured, and
the great resolution and courage with which you
have overcome them all. Freedom in the Terri-

tories of the United States is to all the rest of

the world a mere abstraction. But it has been
your misfortune that your Territory was made
the theatre of a conflict, the theatre of the trial

of that "irrepressible conflict"—[laughter and
cheers]—a conflict of mind with mind, voice with
voice, vote with vote, of bullet against bullet, and
of cannon against cannon. [Loud and tumultu-
ous cheering,] You have acquired the education

of freedom by practical experience. You have
the start of all the other Stales. If there is a

people in any part of the world I ought to cher-

ish with enduring respect, with the warmest grat-

itude and with the deepest interest, assuredly it

is the people of Kansas ; for, but for the practi-

cal trial they have given to the system which I

had adopted, but for the vindication at so much
risk and so much cost of their highest rights un-

der the law, I, for one, would have gone to my
grave a disappointed man, a false teacher in the

estimation of the American people. [Applause.]

Yours is the thirty- first of thirty-four States of

the Union which I have visited for the purpose
of knowing their soil, their skies and their peo-

ple. I have visited, in the course of my lifetime,

more than three- fourths of the civilized nations

of the world; and of all the States and nations

which I have seen, that people which I hold to

be the wisest, the worthiest and the best, is the

people of this little State. [Applause.] The
reason of it is the old proverb that " Handsome
is that handsome does." If other nations have
higher education, greater refinement, and have
cultivated the virtues and refinements of civilized

life more than you have, I have yet to see the

nation or the people that has been able, in its

very inception, in its infancy, in its very organi-

zation, to meet the shock of the aristocratic sys-

tem, through which other nations have been in-

jured or ruined, to repel all attacks, and to come
out before the world in the attitude of a people

who will not, under any form of persuasion, se-

duction or intimidation, consent, any one of

them, to be a slave, any one of them to make a

slave, any one of them to hold a slave, or any foot

of their territory to be trod by a slave, or by a

man who is not equal to every other man in the

eye of the law. [Applause.]
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GOVERNOR SEWARD'S
SPEECH AT ATCHISOlSr, KANSAS,

September 28, 1860

Mr. Seward was warmly welcomed by the citi-

zens and ladies of Atchison, and among others

by Mr. Fairchild, the Mayor, himself a demo-
crat, and by General Pomeroy. He was intro-

duced to the assemblage by Mr. Martin, and
made a very effective speech. Referring to the

apology made by Mr. Martin, for the inadequa-
cy of the reception, he said that they mitiht

judge of what he himself thought of it, when he
declared to them that his welcome bore all the

impress of those that he had seen given in other

countries to hereditary despots. Compared with
other demonstrations in the Territory, this was
unsurpassed. [Atchison was one of the '' bor-

der ruffian" towns on the Missouri river.—Rep.]

He said he had tried to avoid all this demonstra-
tion, which only tended to make him misunder-
stood, for the world might think that in comino;

to Kansas he came to receive honors, instead of

coming to learn what was neces.sary to enable

him to perfoim his duty to her citizens better

than he had heretofore been able to do.

I find, said he, the Territory of Kansas as rich

as, if not richer, in its soil and in its eviden-

ces of material prosperitj", than any State with
which I have been acquainted, and I liave al-

ready visited thirty-one of the thirty-four States

of the Union. In climate I know of none that

seems to be so desii-able. It is now suffering

—

in its southern and western counties more es-

pecially—the privations of want, falling very

heavily on its latest settlers, resulting from the

absence of rain for a period of ten or twelve

months. I go out of the Territory of Kansas
with a sadness that hangs over and depresses

me—not because I have not found the country
far surpassing all my expectations of its improve-
ment and cultivation—not because I have not

found here a prosjjerous and happy people

—but because I have found families—some from
my own State, some from other States and some
from foreign countries—who were induced—and
justly and wisely induced—to come to this re-

gion within the last year or two, and who, hav-
ing exhausted all their means and all their re-

sources in establishing homes for themselves,
have been disappointed in gaining from their

labor provision for the supply of their wants
I hope that the tales whiuli I have heard are

exaggerated, and that families are not actually
perishing for want in some of the western coun-
ties of Kansas. I have faith in the complete
success of your system, and in the prosperity
and development of the State of Kansas ; I have
it for the most obvious reason, that if Kansas is

a fadure my whole life has been worse than a
failure ; but if Kansas shall prove a succes.-;—as
I know it will—then I shall stand redeemed, at
least in history, for the interest I have taken in

the establishment of civilization on the banks of

the Missouri river upon the principles and poli-

cy which you have laid down. I pray you

—

you who are rich, you who are prosperous—to

appoint active and careful men to make research-

e.s in the Territory for those who are suffering

by this dreadful visitation of Providence ; to

take care that the emigrant who came in last

winter and last spring be not suffered, through
disappointment and want, to return to the State

whence he came, carrying back a tale of suffer-

ing and privation and distress which might re-

tard for years the development of society here.

I hope you will not regard this advice of mine
as being without warrant. I give it for your
own sake— I give it for the sake of the people of

Kansas, as well as because my sympathies have
been moved by the distress I havo seen around
me.

If this advice shall be taken in good part, then
I am free to tell you that in my judgment there

is not the least necessity for any person leaving

this Territory, notwithstanding the greatness of

the calamity that has befallen it. 1 have seen

whole districts that hare produced 7/eitIier ike winter

ifhec-t, nor the sprvig uheat, nor the rye, nor the

buckwheat, nor the pot('toe,nor the root of ant/ kind

;

yet I have seen on all your prairies, upland and
bottom land, cattle and horses in great numbers,
and all of tliera in most perfect condition ; and I

am sure that there is a supply of stock in this

Territory which, if disposed of, would produce
all that is necessary to relieve every one in the

Territory. What is required, therefore, is simply
that you should seek out want where it exists,

and apply your own surplus means to relieve it.

If this should fail, and if you should feel it neces-

sary to apply to your countrymen in the East for

aid, I will second that appeal—I and the gentle-

men who have been visiting the country with me
—and it will not be our fault if we do not send

back from the East the material comfurts that

will cheer and reanimate those who are depressed

and suffering This State, larger than any of the

old thirteen States, has not one acre that is un-

susceptible of cultivation ; not one foot that may
not be made productive of the supplies of the

wants of human life, comforts and luxuries. The
question was propounded to me—not of my seek-

ing— it came before me, because I was in a posi-

tion where I must meet all questiims of this kind
— it came some six years ago : Do the interests

of human society require that this land of Kan-
sas should be possessed by slaveholders and cul-

tivated with slaves, or possessed and cultivated

by free men, every one of whom shall own the

land which he cultivates and the muscles with
which he tills the earth 1 When I look back at

that period, only six or seven years ago, it seems
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strange to me tiat any man living on this conti-

nent, himself a free man and having children who
are free, himself a free laborer and having chil-

dien who must be free laborers, himself earning

his own subsistence and having children who
must depend on their own efforts for their sup-

port, should be willing to resign a portion of this

continent so great, a soil so rich, a climate so ge-

nial, to the support of African negroes instead of

white men.
Africa was not crowded for Kansas. Africa

has never sent to this country one voluntary

exile or emigrant, and never will. The sons of

Africa have lands which for them are more pro-

ductive, have habits more congenial and skies

better tempered than yours are. I have sup-
pi ised it far better, therefore, to leave the i)eo-

ple of Africa where God planted them, on their

native shores. But the case was different with

men of my own race—the white men, the blue-

eyed men, tlte yellow-haired men of England, of

Ireland, of Scotland, of France, of Germany, of

Italy. Ever since this continent was discovered

oppression in every form has been driving them
from those lands to seek homes for tlieir subsis-

tence and support on this continent. There is

no difterence between us all except this : that

my father was driven out of Europe by want
and privation some hundred years ago, and
others some hundred years later, and some have
just come, and tens of thousands, aye, millions,

have yet to come. We are all exiles directly, or

represent those who were exiles—all exiles made
by oppression, superstition and tyranny in Eu-
rope. We are of one family, race and kindred,

all here in the pursuit of happiness—all seeking

to improve our condition—all seeking to elevate

our character. My sympathies have gone with
this class of men. My eflorts have been, as they

must always be, to lay open before them the

vast regions of this continent, to the end that we
may establish here a higher, a better, and a hap-
pier civilization than that from which ourselves

or our ancestors were exiled in foreign lands.

This land should not only be a land of free-

dom, a land of knowledge and religion, but it

sliould be, above all, a land which, as yet can-

not be said with truth of any part of Europe or

any other part of the world, aland of civil li-

berty—and a land can only be made a land of

liberty by adopting the principle which has never

yet obtained in Europe, and which is only to be at-

tained by learning it from ourselves—that is, that

every human being, being necessarily born the sub-

ject of a government, is a member of the State,

and has a natural right to be a member of the

State, and that, in the language of the Declara-

tion of Independence, all men are born equal

and have inalienable rights to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. Some of the States

were not established on this principle. They
were established a long time ago, and under cir-

cumstances which prevented the adoption of this

principle. For those States, members of our

Union who have been unable or even unwilling

to adopt this principle, I have only to say that

I leave them free to enjoy whatever of happiness,

and to attain whatever of prosperity, they can

enjoy and attain with their system. But when I

am called upon to establish a government for a

new State, then I demand the application of the

principles of the Declaration of Independence

—

[applause]—that every man ought to be and
should be a freeman. Society can have but two
forms by which the individual can defend him-
self from o))pression. One is that uhich puts the

muskit info his ha)/d and tills him, as the last resort

to defend Itimsdf and his liberty. The other is

that uhich puts into his hand the ballot, and tells

him in every exigency to defend his rights with the

ballot. I do maintain that in founding a netv State

ive have the perfect liberty as well as theperfect right

to establish a government uhieh shall secure every

man in his rights; or rather, I do say that yon

must put info every vianhhand—not into the hands

of one— the ballot ; or put into every man's hand,

and r<ot into the hands of a few, the bullet, so that

every man shall be equal before the Icnv in his power

as a Citizen. All men ihallhave the-ballot, or none;

all men shall have the bullet, or none. [Applause.]

GOVERNOR SEWARD'S
SPEECH AT CEEVEEAND, OHIO,

OCTOBER 4, 1860.

Gov. Seward being introduced was received

with rousing cheers. He spoke as follows

:

Several Republican citizens, of more eastern

States than this, including myself, have been
making a tour of observation in the West. We
have found every reason to believe, and trust

confidently, that Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa,

Illinois, Indiana and Minnesota, are safe for the

Republican cause in the coming election.

[Cheers.] We also know of no Eastern Free

State that is doubtful. I am reported, as I find,

to have said at Springfield that I have been urg-

ed from home to go back to the State of New
York : This is erroneous. What I did say was,

that some ill-informed Republicans in the West

had been alarmed by the reports of coalitions

formed, or attempted to be formed, by the oppo-

sition in that State, and asked me whether I
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thought it was necessary to go home and look
after my own State. I say uosv, as I said then,

that I should go home when I I'ound any reason

to believe that the Republican majority was in

any danger of being reduced below 60,000. I

have had no advices of that kind, and no com-
munications from the State of New York during
this journey except from a respectable lady re-

siding at Auburn, who confines herself to taking

charge of her children and mine, and leaves po-
litics to take care of themselves.

\Y<i have visited Kansas, aud I ask your leave

to bring the condition of that Territory before

you, for your careful and kind consideration.

The soil and the skies of Kansas are as propitious

as any people on earth ever enjoyed—the people
as free, as true and as brave as any in the world.

They are suHering severely from a drought so

great that I think it was scarcely exaggerated
when they told me they had had no rain in a
large portion of the Territory for a whole year.

We found that whole districts had produced less

vegetable support for human life ttian are to be
found in many a garden which we have passed
in coming through the State of Ohio. Districts

in which the winter wheat, sowed last year, was
necessarily plowed up and sowed in the spring
with spring wheat. The spring wheat was plowed
up and the ground planted with corn. The
corn proved a failure and was followed with po-
tatoes. The potatoes were blasted, and followed

by buckwheat, which also proved a failure. I

think that this is a true description of thfe condi-
tion of tillage of perhaj^s two-thirds of Kansas.
Still, there will be no great famine or distress

there. The occupants who have been there for

two, three, four or five ye&vs are comfortable and
well-to-do, as appears abundantly from their

stock, their fences, their dwelling houses—framed
of wood, and very often substantially and well
built of brick and stone. Large portions of the
State are as populous, and exhibit ail the signs

of comfort and thrift, equal to what are found
even in. Ohio. But there are emigrants who have
resided there for only a year whose whole means
have been expended in procuring farms aud shel-

ter, and planting their crops, which have succes-
sively failed. Many of these are leaving the
Territory—some say so many as one hundred a
day. They ought to be relieved, and a very lit-

tle assistance would enable them to remain there
and retain their possessions and improvements,
and resume the culture of their fields, under
more favorable auspices, nest spring. With
much diffidence, I beg to commend this subject
to the citizens of Ohio. Perhaps a larger portion
of the Republicans of Kansas are emigrants from
Ohio than from any other State. Do not forget
that Kansas is the most important outpost of the
Republican army ; that it is yet, on paper at least,

in a state of siege ; though the enemy has been
driven out, a treaty of peace and independence
has not yet been signed.

Fellow citizens, I am unable to make you what
is called a speech, for I have left my voice at
Chicago ; but I will say something, in order, if

possible, to not altogether disappoint any expec-
tations which you may entertain. You have
come together, not for amusement, or to gratify
passion or prejudice. Each of you, as a citizen
of the United States, is invested with a portion
of sovereignty over the greatest and most impor-
tant nation of the world. Time is divided into

past, present and the future, but there is in
truth no present. Each one of us, therefore,

lives in and for the past, or for the future. The
worst use of time that could be made is to em-
ploy it in concerns of the past. The past ought
to have taken care of itself; if it has liot we can
do nothing to change it. The future, only, is

subject in any degi-ee to our control and direc-

tion. The past was the time of tradition ; the
Revolution of '76, the Republican Revolution of

1800, the war of 1812, the Taritf controversy,
the question of the Bank of the United (States,

have passed away, with the generations which
discussed or acted in them. A man may have
his opinion upon one or other of those subjects,

but it leads to no practical conclusion now. Ac-
tion for the future concerns freedom or slavery
within the territories of the United States, and
to discharge out responsibilities well and wisely,
we must bury oitr traditions, emancipate our-
selves and become free, enlightened and intelli-

gent men. The Past was for the East—the Fu-
ture is for the West. Empire has culminated in
the East, aud is now passing to the West. The
Past was for Slavery, which at one time was
practically universal in the East. The Future is

Freedom, which, in the order of Providence, is to

be universal in the West.

The change from i^ast Eastern Slavery to fu-
ture Western Freedom is to be effected simjilj

by bringing the mind of the nation to a just ap-
prehension of what slavery is. Our Fathers in
the East understood it to be a question simply
of trade. In their view, while they allowed tiie

practice of slavery, they held a slave to be a sub-
ject of commerce. The Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the Constitution of the United States,

announced on the other hand, that slavery id a
question of human rights. While they left the
regulation of thatsitbject within the States them-
selves, they did establish the principle that in

the common Territories of the United States and
within the sphere of Federal action, every man
is a person, a man, a free man, who could nei-

ther hold another in slavery nor be held iu bond-
age by any other man. The past (since the
adoption of the Constitution) has been occupied
with trials to compromise this coufiict between
property in man and the freedom of man, and
these trials have proved unsuccessful. The fu
ture demands the settlement of it now by a re-

turn to the principles of the Declaration of In-

dependence aud the Constitution. This con-
clusion can be reached only by accepting the
principle of the political equality of men within
the exclusive range of the Federal Constitution.

This is simply a matter of education. It is not
worth while to spend much time upon this sub-
ject in trying to convert old men ; they cannot
last long, and therefore can do little harm. We
all become settled in our opinions aud confirmed
iu our habits as we grow old. The Republican
party is a party chiefly of the young men.
Each successive year brings into its ranks an in-

creasing proportion of the young men of this

country.

This is the ground of my hope, of my confi-

dence, that before this generation shall have pass-

ed away, the Democratic party will cease to exist

;

and the Republican party, or at least its prin-

ciples, will be accepted and universally pre-

vail. If it be true, as the Declaration of Inde-
pendence asserts, that the right of all men. to
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political equality is self-evident, notlxincr can
prevent the acknowledgment of that fact by the
generation wove rising, since that truth is dis-

tinctly inculcated now for the first time through
all the agencies of private and public education.

The young man who shall reject it will find him-
self in controversy with the ever-growin^ senti-

ment of his countrymen, and the settled public
opinion of the world. Let him take heed how

he enters upon a course which can bring nothinsf
but unavailing contention, disappointment and
regret over the failure of his ambition and of his

desire for usefirlness. Train up your children in
the belief of this great principle of our Consti-
tution, and they will secure for themselves tlie

satisfaction of leading useful and honorable
lives, and follow you to your graves with more
than eyen filial veneration.

GOVERNOR SEWARD'S

SPEECH AT BUFFAEO, ISTE^W YORK,
OCTOBEU 5, 1860.

Fellow Citizens—I understand this demon-
sti'ation. It is only kindness that makes it

turbulent. But in order that you may hear a

voice which has been exercised for five weeks, it

will be necessary for you to hold your tongues

and open your ears. I am now within a hundred
and fifty miles of my home, and I remember that
" a prophet is not without honor save iu his own
country." So am I not going to prophesy so

near my own place of residence. I thank you
sincerely for this welcome of myself and of the

party with whom I have been traveling in the

far West.
I have seen, within a year, all the principal

people who inhabit the shores of the Mediterra-

nean ; and within the last five weeks have joui'-

neyed among the population dwelling along the

Mediterranean of x\.merica. I have seen those

decayed and desolate countries—the sites of the

greatest nations of antiquity—now covered with

ruins and some in a state almost of semi-barbar-

ism. The chief cause of that decay and desolation

I believe to have been the existence in those

countries of human bondage.

The one great evil which could bring down our
country to such a level, would be the introduc-

tion of Slavery to the lands surrounding the

Mediterranean of America. Therefore it is that

I have devoted what little talent I possess to pre-

vent the ban of Slavery from falling upon the

fertile valleys of the Mississippi and Missouri.

Having seen many States, 1 come back to New
York, prouder of her, and prouder that I belong

to her, than I was when I left. I estimate her so

highly, not alone for what she is or has, at home,

but also for what she is and has in the Great West.
While I see around me here, so many generous
and noble men endeavoring to maintain her in

her proud position, I have also found, all along

the shores of the great lakes, along the banks of

the great rivers, and even at the foot of the

Rocky Mountains, children of the State of New
York, almost as numerous as at home. Wiscon-
sin, Michigan, Illinois and Kansas, are all daugh-
ters of New York, so is California, and niore

States have been formed under her auspices,

then there were at the beginning of the Union.
Emigrants from Erie county, from Chautauqua,
from Cattaraugus, from Oswego, and from all

the counties of this great State, people the West.
It was a son of New York who first applied
steam to locomotion ; a citizen of New York, and
also its chief magistrate, who began and perfect-

ed the Erie Canal, and over that canal the stream
of emigration has flowed which has founded new
States. It has carried, sometimes, in a day the

l^eople of a western town, a county in a few
weeks, and a State in two or three years. New
York has built the West.
But I am, perhaps, spetiking in too general

terms. Doubtless the spirit which animates you
at present, is roused in regard to the coming
election. It will gladden you when I say in re-

lation to the state of the West, and I have had
assurances there which leave no doubt that it will

give its vote for Lincoln. I have seen him at his

own home, and I have now to say, as I said be-

fore I went West, that he is a man eminently
worthy of the support of every honest voter, and
well qualified to discharge the duties of the

Chief Magistracy. Above all, he is reliable ; and
I i-epeat at the foot of Lake Erie, what I said at the

head of it ; that if it had fallen to me to name a

man to be elected as next President of the United
States, I would have chosen Abraham Lincoln.

I have promised out W^est that the State of

New York will give him 60,000 majority iu No-
vember. Am I right in this ? [A voice, " dou-
ble it!"] Then you are to multiply that by two,

are you ? Well, that is no more than you ought
to do, and if you keep " wide awake " it is no
more than you can do.

Now, my friends, I am deliberating on this es-

timate of yours, and I wish to know what you
have to say for Erie county. What majority will

Erie county give ? [Diveis answers were made
to this query ;

" 5,000 " seemed to be the preva-

lent figure ; others said, 2,500 out of the city of

Bufialo.] Mr. Seward : Aye, you count majorities

in the rural districts. Tliat is right and safe too.
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It is? very fortunate that whatever may be the

way with ilie population on the sidevvalk?, the

rural districts are safe for freedom. Why, gen-

tlemen, you couldn't take any man three months
from Main street, out into the free open country,

witliout converting him from Democracy and
making him so that he would never think of vo-

ting for a Democratic candidate, or a two-faced

candidate, or a candidate with lialf a dozen prin-

ciiles. Well ! we'll see what we can do with the

cities this time. When the cities begin to find

out that they are not going to rule the country,

they will conclude, perhaps, that it is better that

tliH country should rule them.

It is very strange that Irishmen and Germans
and Swedes, so long as they remain on the side-

walks, should wi-h to be ruled by men in the in-

terest of the slave powei'. [ Cries, " It is not so

here."] But you say, it is not so here. I have
been West and have seen foreigners there also

wlio did not wish to be ruled by slaveholders.

But I have already talked more than I had in-

tended, and must stop. [A voice, "What about
Kansas?"] You wish to hear about Kansas?
I will tell you. What is the population of Buf-

falo ? [A voice, " 81.000."] Well, whenever the

city of Buffalo shall have come to be inhabited

by" 100,000, or 103,000—which is just the popu-
lation of Kansas—as virtuous, as wise, as brave,

as fearless as the 103,000 of Kansas, there will

be an end of the '• irrepressible conflict." Good
night.

GOVERNOR SEWARD'S
SPEECH AT LA'V\^I?^E]SrCE, KANSAS,

SEPTEMBER 26. 1860.

Fellow Citizens—A long cheiished desire of

mine is fulfilled ; at last, a long deferred duty is

about to be paid—the desire of my heart to see

the people of Kansas—the duty that I felt I owed
to the people of Kansas, to see tliera in their

own homes and in their own houses. I have
visited your chief cities Leavenworth and Law-
rence—where the army of mercenaries sent by
the Slave States battered down the hotel, under
an indictment and conviction in a court of the

United States as a nuisance, because it sheltered

the freemen who had come here to see Freedom
established in Kansas. And I have looked,

also, ujion the Constitution Hall, in Topeka,
where the army of the United States, for the
first time in the history of our nation, dispersed
a lawful and peaceable assembly of citizens of
llie United States, convened to counsel upon the
best means of protecting their lives, their pro-
perty and sacred honor. You, people of Kan-
sas, whom I have not been able to see in your
homes, have come up here to greet me, from the
valleys of the Kansas, the Big Blue, and the Ne-
osho, and from all your plains and valleys.

I seem not to have journeyed hither, but to
have floated across the sea,—the prairie sea,

—

under bright autumnal skies, wafted by genial
breezes into the havens where I wished to be.

I am not sorry that my visit has occurred at this

particular time, so sad in its influence, when na-
ture, that sends its rains upon the unjust as well
as the just, has for a year withdrawn its genial
showers from the soil of Kansas. It is well to

see one's friends in darkness and sadness, as well
its ill the hour of joy.

1 have beheld the scenes of your former con-
flicts. I have also looked upon that beautiful

eminence on the banks of the Kansas river,

where Lecompton sits a lonely widow, [cheers

and laughter,] desolate and mouriiing, her am-
bitious structures showing how high is the am-
bition of Slavery, and their desolation showing
how easy, after all, is her downfall. I would
have seen more of Kansas, if I had not been in-

terrupted and impeded in my course tlirough

the State by the hospitality and kindness of the
jjeople, which I could not turn aside. I have
been excessively retentive at Leavenworth and
Topeka, refusing to open my lips, unless my
jaws were pried open, because I do not like to

say things by piecemeal.

I desire to speak openly to you, in the broad
daylight, in the hearing of the women as well as

men of Kansas ; and here, where I have renew-
ed the memories of the contest waged upon this

soil, wliile I see around me the broken imple-

ments with which that contest was waged by
the aggressors tender the plea of popular sove-
reignty, which left the people perfectly free to

do just as they please, subject to the Constitu-

tion of the United States, which they were left

perfectly free to interpret as they pleased, while
tlie attthorities at Washington have never been
able to interpret it.

When I look at field after field, and cabin after

cabin, and church after church, and school house
after school house, where but six years ago was
the irnbroken range of savages, I am prepared
here—not expecting to escape being heard on
the Pacilic as well as the Atlantic coast— I am
prepared to declare, and do declare you people
of Kansas, the most intelligent, and the bravest

and most virtuoits people of the United States.

[Applause.] Tliat is the most intelligent, and
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bravest and most virtuous people, wliicli can

take the banner of Human Freedom when it is

trailed in the dust by the government of its

choice, and can and does raise it aloft and pro-

tect it, and bear it to success and honor—and

that without bloodshed and violence.

People of Kansas ! you are at once the young-

est, the newest people—the newest State, as

well as the youngest of all the thirty-four Amer-
ican States ;

you are the poorest in wealth, tlie

ieast favored with political power, for you are

nearly disfranchised—and yet you are the most

inflexible, and the most constant. The two

richest States in the Union are Massachusetts

and New York, but they are so merely because

they are the freest, the wisest, and the most

libertv-ioving States of the Union. I apprehend

that j^ou scarcely understand yourselves the im-

portance of the position which you hold in this

Republic. You will perhaps be surprised, when

I tell you that the secret of all the interest I

have felt iu you has been merely this : that you

occuiDy a i)ivotal position in the Repitbhc of tlie

United States, with regard to Slavery and Free-

dom. There is no contest, no diilerence on this

subject, along the line of the Northeastern

States, for they are hostile to Slavery. There is

no difi'erence on the line of the Southern States,

for they are in favor of Slavery. But there has

been a severe strife between Freedom and Slave-

ry, for the establishment of Freedom or Slavery,

iu all tho wide region reaching from the Missouri

to the Pacific Ocean. If Freedom was to tri-

umph in this contest, there was no point where

she could expect to meet the enemy, except on

the very place she has met it—liere. And if

you had Ijeen false, Slavery would have sweiit

along through the Indian Territory, Texas, and

the whole of the country, including the Rocky
Mountains, to the Pacific Ocean.

California was imperfectly secured to Free-

dom, and with a compromise. You opened a

new campaign here, to reclaim what was giveii

up in that already broken compromise, and it

has been crowned with a complete victory.

Henceforth, the battle is ended ;
henceforth, the

emigrant from the Eastern States, from Germa-

ny and Ireland, the free laborer, in short, from

every land on the earth, when he reaches the

Missouri river, will enter on a broad land of im-

partial liberty.

He can safely ptu'sue his way under the ban-

ner of Freedom to the foot of the Rocky Moun-
tains ; and there the hosts of freemen from the

western coast will unite and join under the same

banner, extending North and South. Every-

where, except in Missouri, is a land of Freedom.

Missouri stands an island of Slavery in the midst

of a broad ocean of Liberty. You occupy not

only the pivotal position, but it was yoitr fortune

to attempt this great enterprise in behalf of

Freedom at a critical period for mankind. Sla-

very was then just 200 years old, in the United

States. In the year 177G, our fathers gave bat-

tle to Slavery ; they declared war against it, and

pledged their lives and sacred honor, in the ser-

vice against it. Practically, it was to be de-

stroyed peaceably, under the Constitution of the

United States. Those good men believed it

would reach its end long before this period ; but

the people became demoralized. The war went

back, back, back, until 1854—until all guaranties

of Freedom, in every part of the United States

were abandoned, and Kansas, that had for forty

years been perfectly free from the footsteps of

the slave, was pronounced by the highest power
of the Government as much a Slave State as

South Carolina. The flag of the United States

was made the harbinger, not of Freedom, but of

Human Bondage.
It was at this crisis that the people of Kansas

appeared on the stage, reviled and despised, and
lifted the banner of Liberty on high, and bore it

manfully forward, defied all force, and yet coun-

teracted peaceably all the efforts made to subdue
them. In three years they not only secured

Freedom in Kansas, but in all the Territory of

the United States.

Freedom made Kansas as free as Massachu-
setts, and made the Federal Government, on and
after the 4th of March next, the patron of Free-

dom—what it was at tlie beginning. You have
made Freedom national, and Slavery sectional.

Had you receded after your first conditional or

provisional Government was dispersed at Tope-
ka, by cannon and bayonet ; had you surrender-

ed and accepted the Lecomptou Constitution
;

had you even abandoned the AVyandott Consti-

tution, at any stage of the battle, it would have
destroyed the cause of Freedom, not only in

Kansas, but also throughout the whole Union.

I know I shal be justified in history; shall I

not be justified by coternporaries ? Wise, best,

bravest of citizens ; no other hundred thousand

people in the United States have contributed as

much for the cause of Freedom, as Kansas.

Before this peojjle, then, appearing for the first

time, I bow myself, as I have never done be-

fore to any other people, in profound reverence.

[Sensation.] I salute you with gratitude and
afi'ection.

Fellow citizens, my time here, as well as

yours, is brief. It is but few of many subjects

upon which we can even touch. As to the least

important subject of all, myself, I give yiui, in

one word, my sincere and heartfelt thanks. I

had formed my opinion of you from your past

conduct and history. I have not been disap-

pointed in your kindness. For all that remains

to me, give yourselves no trouble. Freedom is

saved and assured to California and Kansas,

and therefore assured to the future states in the

Rocky Mountains. If I may, indeed, hoi)e that

my poor name will find a place in the history of

California and Kansas, then all the ambition I

have ever cherished is more than abundantly

satisfied.

The second consideration to which I would

advert for a moment, is this sadness which lies

like a pall over a large part of the Territory of

Kansas—the result of the withdrawal of the

rain for a period so long as to excite apprehen-

sions of a famine.

I have carefully examined the condition of

Kansas—the river bottoms and the prairies,_ and

my conclusion is—not more from the condition

of the crops, than from the character of the peo-

ple—that there will be no famine in Kansas,

because there is wealth and credit enough in

Kansas to carry you through more than one year

like this. You will take care of this credit, and

retain it, so far as possible. If this will not do,

then appeal to your friends in the East, and they

Will not see you sufter. I myself will do what I

can for you. Be of good cheer. Suli'er your-

I selves not to be discouraged. There are cattle
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enough on your tliousand hills, if sold—although

it is a fearful sacrifice—to carry you through

and sustain you during the winter, and still

come out in the spring with milch cows and
workins oxen. And we who are here—coming
from States whence emigration flows, and from

the Atlantic States, where emigration is received

and sent onward—will all do our share to direct

emigration to Kansas, assuring them from our

own observation that it is a climate as salubrious

as any in the world, and a soil as rich as any
the sun ever shone upon. This is a smiling and
fair dominion, and we think, were we set back

twenty or thirty years, the place of all others

that we would seek in the United States would
be the plains of Kansas. [Applause.]

One other consideration. When we see be-

fore us the transactions of this day, do they not

illustrate the subject of the " irrepressible con-

flict 1" [Cheers and laughter.] Did not our

forefathers, in 17S7, settle this whole question,

and, by an ordinance, put at rest forever the

question of Freedom and Slavery in the United

States 1 Certainly they did. Did they not, in

1820, settle this conflict forever ? Did they not

declare that all north of 36 deg. 30 lat., and
west of the Missouri river should be given up
to Freedom 1 Certainly they did. Was it not

settled finally a third time in 1850, when Kan-
sas and Nebraska were still saved to Freedom,
and all lying west of them ? Was it not settled

a f urth time in 1854, when it was ordained that

the people of Kansas were free to choose Free-

dom or Slavery for themselves, subject to the

Constitution of the United States ? Was it not

settled for the fifth time, when the Lecompton
Constitution was adopted by one scratch of the

pen of the President of the United States and the

Suitryme Court—and this became a land of Slave-

ry?'
A Voice : We did not take that government.
Mr. Sewakd : You didn't take it—that is just

what I was going to say.

Why was not Slavery settled by all these set-

tlements ? For no other reason than because
the conflict was irrepressible. But you deter-

mined, in your struggle for Kansas, that she
shall be forever free ; and that settles the question.

A Voice : K is not settled yet. There's New
Mexico.

Mr. Seward : My friend tells me it is not set-

tled yet, but it is settled in Kansas and for Kan-
sas. In New Mexico they tried to settle it in

favor of Slavery, but they now find out it is irre-

pressible there. I think you will find that the
whole battle was settled to the deliverance of
Kansas, and that henceforth Freedom will l)e tri-

umphant in all the Territories of the United
States.

And yet, while this is clear to these intelligent,

practical and sensible men who have gone
through the problem, what a contrast is seen
here to what is occurring in other parts of the
United States, where they suppose, because they
are older, they are so much wiser ; where they
believe me still as false a prophet as Mohammed.
In Pennsylvania tljey have not yet made up their

minds that there is any conflict at all, much less

that it is irrepressible. In the Southern States
they are actually orsanising a militia against the
freemen who are establishing Freedom in Kan-
sas and New Mexico, as if the settlers in Kansas
were no wiser than they are, and would seek to

propagate Freedom by the sword. When free-

men want to make a Territory free, they give it

ballot boxes, and schoolhouses and churches

;

and Slavery will never triumph where these are

first established.

But to go a little deeper into the subject. In
1776 and 1787, there were wise men administer-

ing the Government of the United States ; and
if j'ou look into their sayings, you will see they
had all found out that this Republic was to be
the home of an ever-increasing people, so free,

so proud, so wise, so vigorous, that they could
not be confined in the old thirteen States ; they

saw that this Republic was to be the home of

free men, of free labor, and not slave labor. So,

they set apart all the Territory within their reach,

;. e., all they then had control over—for Free-

dom and for free emigration. Now, contrast

that which was wisely done in 1787 with what ac-

tually happened in 1850 ! In 1820 it was found
that the population of the United States had
crossed the Mississippi. Then what was neces-

sary was, to provide exactly the same kind of

government for the Territory west of the Missis-

sippi, as had teen jirovided for the country east

of it ; so that, when the government should
be extended to the Pacific, all slnnild be free.

Could anything have been wiser than for Gov-
ernment in 1850 to have given Freedom to

these Territories ? But it did not. They had
])reviously given Missouri to Slavery, and said

Freedom might take the rest ; but now they
wished to block up free labor by the barrier of

slave Missouri. Could anything have been more
absurd than to thus attempt to stay the course

of freemen ? Either free labor must go out of

the United States, or it must go round Missouri

to Kansas and New Mexico. It did go round for

a short season, but then it broke their barriers,

and passed through the very garrison of the slave

power.
There were long ago good and brave men who

foretold this result. There was John Quincy
Adams, who remonstrated against the extension

of Slavery as political suicide.

There were Henry W. Taylor, James Tall-

madge, and peerless among them all, Rufus
King, who declared in the Senate of the United
States, that the Slave Power in Missouri would
prove a mockery ; that this land was for liberty;

and that the Slave Power would repent in sack-

cloth and ashes. But these good men were over-

ruled. Missouri and Arkansas came into the

Union with Slavery. And for what reason 1 It

was because the slaveholders had property

—

capital which must not be confiscated, even to

prevent Slavery from beins established over as

large a domain as half of Europe. This was
the reason the Federal Government determined
to secure their slaves to the capitalists of Mis-
souri. What capital had Missouri in slaves that

was saved at that time ? All the slaves in Mis-
souri at that time, were exactly 10,220 in num-
ber—and I was born a slaveholder, and know
something of the value of slaves, at that time
three hundred dollars a head, including the old
and young, the sick and decrepid, which made
the total value of the slaves in Jlissouri, in

1820, $3,066,000. Arkansas then had 1,600

slaves, worth ,$480,000. The whole capital of
slaves in Missouri and Arkansas was about $3,-

500,000, but to save that capital in negi'oes, the
great compromise of 1850 was made, and Kansas
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given up to Slavery. Three million five hundred
tlioasaiid dollars was a large sum, but nobody
then or ever proposed to cojitiscate it. They were
left free to sell their slaves ; they were at liberty

to keep them, so only that they should import
no more. There was no need of confiscating tlie

slaves in Missouri any more than there was in

Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jer-

sey and Pennsylvania, so this ^3.500,000 was
never in jeopardy.

Now then, fellow citizens, even if it had been
confiscated, how small a sacrifice of property it

was, weighed against the incalculable blessing

of Freedom over the American continent. Look
now at the advantages of their success, and see

how unavailing are the contrivances of politi-

cians, and even of nations, to counteract and
control the great moving principle of the age.

Who would have thought, and who now, of the

wisest men in the Slave States and many from
the other Slates, can believe that by making
Missouri a Slave State in 1820, forty years after-

wards, when the canals of New York and Penn-
sylvania were burdened with commerce, when
steamers dotted ail our inland lakes and rivers,

when teachers and preachers were abroad
through the land, that they could make a Slave

State out of Kansas ? They tried it, and what
have they got? They liave got Slavery in Mis-

souri and Arkansas ; Freedom in Kansas, and
practically in New Jilexico, in Utah and Califor-

nia. That is what comes from attempting to

bind u]) the decrees of Providence in flaxen

bands by human skill. [Applause.] Why did

their attempt fail 1 It failed because society has

its rights and its necessities. It was just as ne-
cessary that men should move out of Massachu-
setts and New York and the Western States, and
Missouri even, into the Territories, as it is neces-

sary that Kansas and other Territoi-ies should
receive them when they have come. It was just

as necessary that the exile of Europe should
have a place where lie was perfectly free to have
no slaves. The movement of the age is quicken-
ed by the agency of mind and of inventions ; all

the operations of trade, the arts and manufac-
tures, are accelerated by mechanical skill. Who
thinks now of drawing himself to town with a

pair of mules? The steam engine carries him
there with less cost than he could walk or go on
wagons. All the implements with which work
and husbaiidry are done, are tlie jiroduct of me-
chanical skill. Every farmer sens that by the

improvements made in the imjDlements for culti-

vating the soil, every year he is able to dispense
with the services of one more laborer, who be-
comes himself an independent farmer.

Europe has been in a state of commotion for

more tiiau sixt_Y years, and still is. Ireland was
bound to seek relief; Grermany was over ])Oi)U-

lated^ and must have an outlet for her energy
and labor. What madness and folly, then, that

till- statesmen of 1820 should open this country
to Slavery, and instead of securing it teeming
with wealth and abundant cultivation, have it

abandoned to tlie product of negroes at $1,500 a
head! [Laughter.] It is because I speak so

plainly of these things that some believe me not
a very conservative man.

1 tliink you arewiserthan your fathers, where-
ever you may have come from. I had a father
who was a very v ise man, but I think I should
be unworthy of him, had I not sought to improve

my better opportunities to become a wiser man
than he. It would have been much better
for Missouri and Arkansas could they have fore-

seen the consequence of their action. Tlie

consequence of their embracing Slavery is that
the tide of emigration in 1820, which would na-
turally have come up the Mississippi river was
driven round into other regions. Instead of en-
tering at New Orleans, it sought the ports of
N'ew York and Quebec, peo])led the Provinces
of Canada and the line of the Northern Lakes.
There are three millions of settlers in the Pro-
vinces which Slavery in Missouri sent round
there. This same tide of emigration peopled
Northern Ohio, Wisconsin and Michigan, and
thence passed west to Iowa, Nebraska and Kan-
sas. I\Iissouri has thus lost from her soil all-

this poi^ulation. At last the mass of emigration
got to be so dense that it could not divide and
spread itself, so making a great rush, it swept
through Missouri, through the very strongholds
of Slavery. There is not within the longitude

of my voice probably one man, if Missouri had
been wise, and had not driven emigration from
its natural course, that would ever have set foo^

on the soil of Kansas. There is population

enough in Kansas now to make Missouri a great

State. But Missouri does not want to be a great

State. She prefers to wait and be a Slave State.

[Laughter.] She has no affection for the people
of the North, but a great affection for the people

of the South. She has no aflection for free la-

bor, but a great affection for slave labor. She
has no free speech ; she is satisfied to have what
she may say, or may not, controlled by the Slave

Power. This is a sad case for Missouri, but not

hopeless. She must look for deliverance to Kan-
sas, which Missouri at first overrun and subju-

gated, and which Missouri refused to let come
into the Union, but which is drawing emigration

through Missouri, and opening the way, and
marking out the very course, and inviting Mis-

souri on, and calling upon Eastern capitalists to

open a national highway to Pike's Peak and
California. Missouri to-day is richer by mil-

lions on millions by the settlement of Kansas by
free men. All her hopes of competition with

the free Northern States are based upon what
you are doing, and can do, and will do, to make
a Pacific railroad through to the Pacific ocean.

Never was policy of any State more suicidal

;

for either she is to be forever a slave State, as

she desires to be, or she had better have been

free from the beginning. If she is a Slave State,

she must be a planting State merely, and the

value of her land would be near'y worthless

—

for on an average the value of land in a free State

is exactly three-fold the value of land in a slave

State. Then, if Missouri wants to be a Slave

State, the wisest thing .she can do is to do on the

west what she has done on the east

—

i. e., to con-

sent to be surrounded withfree, prosperous States.

These free States which you are building in

Kansas and Nebraska, are showing and opening

the true national highway to the Pacific Ocean.

You are producing around Missouri the hifluen-

ces which they dread, and Ci^U aboiitionising. I

don't know any way in which such an oi)eratiou

can be done with so much qrrietness, as to go

round her, and leave her to abolitionise her.-e'f.

She will doit, too, because Missouri has got capi-

tal, and she will find out that if she is a slave

State and Kansas free, Kansas, in twenty years,
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will send more members to Congress than Mis-

souri—and people, though slaveholders don't like

to sive lip i)olitical power.
Another lesson which tliis occasion teaches us,

is instructive in an eminent degree. When Mis-

souri, in 1820, compelled Congress to admit her

as a slave State, and in 1854 to abrogate the Jlis-

souri Compromise, and in 1856 drove all freemen
from Kansas, in order to have Slavery in Kansas,
she did not see how futile would be her efforts.

Missouri obtained these concessions for Slavery
from the General Government, not because the
people of the United States love Slavery, but be-
cause they love the Union.
But all the efforts of the slave power were de-

feated by bands of emigrants from New England,
from New York and other Eastern States, from
Germany and Ireland—who came up the Mis-
souri river, fearless of cannons, and found tlie

slaveholders here armed; and they drove them
|

out of the Territory, and established what is

called an "Abolition" Territory—making it a

place for connection by the " Uudergroitnd Rail

Iload " with every State. Who would have be-

lieved that this could have been done, and that

we should have met here to-day to celebrate it

with all kinds of demonstrations—by the firing

of cannon, by dinners and balls—and the Union
be just as safe now as it was before ? [Cheers.]

Another consideration. It is not our choice,

fellow citizens, that our lot as a people is cast

upon a continent, and that we are so constituted

that in spite of ourselves we must become, soon-
er or later, the possessors of the whole continent
of North America, from Hudson's Bay to the

Gulf of Mexico, from the Pacific to the Atlantic

coast. France and Spain and Great Britain, who
formerly occupied vast possessions on this conti-

nent, have been gradtrally giving way, retiring.

Every year they are weaker, and it is only a

question of fifty or one hundred years, before we
shall be masters of the American Confedei-acy or

Republic, over all this.

Now, a government which is to be extended
over a continent needs wealth ; it needs riches.

A great government needs wealth in proportion
to its extent ; its people must have wealth as an
element of their hapj>iness and prosperity. It is

utterly contemptible and I'idiculous to say, that
the continent of North America, instead of being
peopled by free men, who are willing to take it

at forty acres apiece and enrich it,—instead of
this, to turn off all these free laborers, and get

j

slaves from Africa at two hundred dollars a
head. What wealth have they in tlie Slave
States ? I much mistake if the people of Kansas
would, ten years hence, exchange their wealth
for that of the Old Dominion—slaves included.

Great nations require something more than

wealtn
; they need intelligence, vigor and en-

ergy among the people. You are to-day planted
here, where, if, as they apprehend, the slaves be-

come discontented, and the people of the slave

States are to be protected, you are the verj' men
upon whom they must rely for that protection

;

you are the men to defend them
;
you must also

raise the means to defend the national flag upon
every sea, and over all this continent. Give men
freedom ; then every freeman will give you a re-

turn—an equivalent for it ; deny them that, and
every man becomes an alien, an enemy, under
the Government. You remember how feeble and
defenceless we Free State men were ton years

ago : you see now that we are established in Kan-
sas—upon the Pacific ocean in the centre of the

continent , and we might almost say that

—

" We are monarchs of all we survey."

This success, this power, has been obtained

—

how ? It has been obtained amid reproach, in-

vective, against force, fraud, and the power of

the Federal Government. This success will soon
be made still more apparent by the election of

Abraham Lincoln to the Presidency. [Cheers.]

And this victory has been built upon nothing ex-

ce[)t those smooth, round ]iebbles with which
we laid the foundations—and the storms of earth

and hell shall not prevail against it.

It reminds me of that beautiful island of Capri,

ou which the rocks are piled in native deform-
ity, but in native strength, upon whose summits
I found the ruins of the palaces of Domitian and
Nero. Yet when I entered a cavern on the

shore, I found that the whole Island rested on a

foundation of coral.

These are the considerations which present

themselves to me on coming among you. I have
kept nothing back. Henceforth, If my confi-

dence in the stability of the American Union
wavers, I shall come here to learn that the Union
is stronger than human ambition, because it is

founded in the affection of the American people.

If ever I shall waver in my afiection for Free-

dom, I shall come up here and renew it—here

under the inspiration of one hitndred thousand
freemen, saved from Slavery. Henceforth, these

shall not be my sentiments alone, but the senti-

ments of ALL. Men will come up to Kansas as

they go up to Jerusalem. This shall be a sacred

city.

For my brethren and companions' sake, then,

I say—Peace be within your walls, and plente-

ousness in all your cabins, soon to become pal-

aces. And now, people of Kansas, once more
Hail ! and at the same time, Farewell.

[Three most enthusiastic cheers were then

given by all the assembled multitude for Gov.
Seward.]
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AT SENECA FALLS, OCT. 31, 1860.

Ffllow Citizens—a crisis in itn5ividaal We
is M?heii I man passpa safely thronoh som^ pTil-
om FC '.i'loot, or sarmnu ,ts some apprehf-iflei

mor'al diseite; Oi* c\i?> when ho fills hefcro the

da'-ST or 8nc:u ab3 to the disease aa'l dies. A
P'i'iJc\l crisis, saeh as we so often hear of, i-

tbe ppriod in which a nation—for a nation is i^at

a DPTJon, a human person con^iisting of maiv
pp-Hon'^—"nrmoants sorwe national disease or

av >H.3 aoma naiJoial peril, a^d takf'«t nov a'isar-

anc and Ion j lifo, or fiilirg to surmoaot it &ud-

d-^;;!/ or slavly lanau'sh*>s and dies. And poU
tieian*, availing thi^aigelves througi the iofl'iencf

of intere.'^t or pission, tell ns very oftea that ihf

town in which we live, or the state in which wp
be! tr g, or the coactry of which we are members,
is in a crisis, mi^jaiging. because a rri^is occu'P
bu''. s-eldota Qvn\ ia the cinrse of individasl ui>,

and at very distant periods ia the li'e of a na'.ion

But r\r\ all hinds there !( an agr?emerit now that
tb s Pt-'pa'ilJc of ours is in a ciisis, and I, fir one,

c >nV.,^ as I beiieve it to b^" true, if this R?pub-
lie p-i8-;es nafely Ihri.ugh this c^is'S, it takes as-

sura ce of Ions endararjc='—practically of im-
mot !• y ; and if it fiils to pa'^s safely throu^b
this (Tisis, it will languish and die. To know
how to pis< safi ly through a crisis it is necessa-
ry to uudersMnd iis nature and to nnderstand
the nature of the present national. crisis it will

be necessrry for us to go back to the beginnirg
I said we must go ba-sk to the heainriog, and

the in im^nt that we g > back t->the bfgi ininij of
our oKtionat existence we percMve the f-ict, clear,

unm'strik.ib'.e and uicontested, that thi< nation
was t ) be, not a monarchy, not an sristo.iracy,

bnt a Republican nation. That can be a Repub-
I'.can iiat'on only which is a free nation ; and ii

fr-fd^mor liberty is a vital principle of ever-,

R^pah'ican Government, or every Rfpublican
S.p.e, that principlp i* that the ppopl«^ must he
f!ee ^nd must be fqial. When we say that the
pe )ple of a conutry are free and equal, we say

precisely that that nation enjoys civil and religi-

ous liberty, and that all, pracically .-ill, of its

c'.fcis-:-DS e? j >y tha rights and safely of their per-
sons, of freedom in the pursuit of hs.pp5nes5),

vvhich involves freedom of speech, fr^^edom of
thouu^ht, f 'reJom of saflMg\ and a^ove all free-

dcm of religions cjusciencp.

rhi3 you will all >-eco;ia!z.?, at once, as the n'^-

ture of the R'^public which oar f tbera ictendxl
t.0 establish, and which '^e all conf'='ss, and the
world confesses, that they dii escabli'^h, I» did
mean that every human being wiihin the juris-

diction of the governmant when it was fi -st esta-

biiihed. was, or must immediately be entirely
free. That was impissib'a b?csu-;e elaves and
slavery existed in the land at thU time, and
i-here was ro process by which e^'sry human
oei'ig in the United States, on the S.^^t o gariizi-

oi'm of the government, could be emar.cipaied, if

in bondage, and rai-ed up to freedom
;
but it did

mean this,—that the great m^ss of the people
were, and should remain, forever free—that
-1-ivery should bo subordinate, inferior in its po-
si;ion to freedom, and that fiTedoni shrmld be
^he genrral and normal con<'i!ioo of the country
—that th^re, after all the changes, shall bf>, not
f. om freed im towards slavery, but from existing

and tolerated slavery, upward toward f.'-eedom.

This was all that could have ber^n done in the
country, at thai, time, and this country v/ s in a
better cord tion to er^tablish a free co^ernment,
tban any other people that had then existed oa
ihe face of the globe.

I call your attention, then, to thii fact, that
f.here were thir een of those Stati^^—that thia

was not to be a consolidited nation, consisting
of on'y one peop'e, and fne jurisdiCion al jne,

like Fr.ince, or like Russii, but thnt it did con-
'st of thirteen equ'il States, and bat in these
Stales were to remain thereafter, and until the
end of time; and each of them should be, in a
larga degree, sovereign States—and all of them,
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of course, Ehonld be eqnal. That this was to be
ia the beginnipg a R -public of thirteen Statfs,

atid thsfc, as t'm-i Ebonld advance, the Dumber
gbouli iDcrease to twenty, up to thirty—at which
s.aijdr,rd ^o have already srrivert—and in dig

tant yf^ars forty, fivfy, or s'xty States—a tbirg

not impo sihle, scarcply improbable, for many
to see who p.re not older Ihaa the lad who sit?

tipnn the st,?ge before me.
Now noiie of these States, practically cone,

witb the excrption of MiSijachn&'-tts, scarcely

worth jiolicing,—no one of theae States bad an
entJre popci.Htion of fifemen. There were
81 ivea io every State, and Slavery wss com-
miirgb?'! with freemen in each one, and through
the wboie cou-itry. But, nevertheless, freed* ni

was rec 'Stizorl, and not fil^very, in founding the

Fedend Government, as the elemert which pre-

vt i*ed va every one of these thirteen Stf^tes ; and
vbat wp.s to be done was, to take care that free-

d';m, and not SlsiVery, should prpdominate in all

the otber States, which, under any circum-
stincep, ard at any period, however remote,
mij.bt be adopted into the Uoion.

There was, as you see. Slavery existing then

in (Very State in the newly formed UlIou—and
there was freedom existing in it, and these two
were in cocflict. Let the silly person who de-

ties that there is a conflict between freedom
and s'avery wherever they exist in the country,

and tbat that conflict is irrepressible, answer
me. [Trrmendous cheering.] Let him amwer
mo, whether taking the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, which w^s the first utterance of the
Amsrican Nation, he does not read there in the

very first sentence of that utterance the ex-
istencn of a conflict between Freedom and
Slavery 1

He certainly will read there the decoration
that '' all men are created equal and have ina-

lienable ri.gbt«3 to life and liberty and the puri-uit

of happicess." Did they assert a mere truism

wfe'ch all the world accepted and upon which ail

the world have based all their institutions, or did

they assert a truth that other people befide the

Arjierican nation, denied and rejected. They as-

serted a troth which only this nation, and none
before this had ever asserted, and which was
disputed in tbia country at the time, and was in

dlsnute, and is in dispute still, over the whole
face of the globe.

Let me ask the silly person who denies that

there U an inep-efslble conflict between Free-
dom and Slavery, whether every page of the
biF'ory of the United States does not bear testi-

rjony to the cotfl:ct between Freedom ani
Blavery for ihe period of eighty years that this

Union has endured 1 What else have we had
from the beginning, but attempts to compro-
ttiise—;iompromises and breaches of compro-
mises of the dit-pule between Freedom and
Slavery—and if it was so in the beginniog and
hua been so through the middle, how is it now 1

Upon what issue is the Amencao p*^ople divided

in this political crisis, except a cotfiict betwefn
Freedom and Slavery"? So, fellow-ciiizTS, un-
less t'iisi corflict shall end in the manner appoint-

ed by Him who created and called into existence
all nativons, as be did all men, a'ld that is in favor

of the right, eo it will be an irrepressible con-
flict until this nation shall cease to exist, and
Bhail giv? place to some other in which the same
conflict shall be renewed.

There was then a confl'ct between Freedom
and Slavery in the beginning, and our fathrrg

had to choose between Freedom and Slavey as

the elemental and vital prir ciple of the RppubUc,
Our fatbrrs, diff-^iirg from their descendants,
v/idely diff ring from you, strange that it should
b*: so, wereucarimons in accepting and adopting
Freedom and rfj^cting S^a^ery fs the elemental
and vital pricc'pie of the Republic. And not one
statpsmf^n c/ them all proposed at any time that

all the American States, fill of which practically

were then slavehol'^ing States, ehould continrio

and remain f rever plavebclding States, and that

every new State which should ccme into the
Union through the c )nrse of ages, should also be
a Slave State. If there was one f-ucb f'tatc-sman

in any ore of those thirteen Slave Stanes, prry
name him to me, because his reme and action

have escaped nay reatMcg of history. Not one
statesman of the Rppublic proposed an equilib-

rium or a balance, in which Freedom phonld be
one principle and Slavery another, in the United
States. That is to say, that one half of the States

fhou'd be Free States end that the other half of

the States should be Slave States, and that each
should remain free or slave through all time as

they were at the beginning, and that the future

States one h?\' to be admitted to be free and the
other half to be slave, ard they should remain so

forever. If I am mistaken in this, if there was
acy statesman of that day who proposed an equal

balance between Freedom and Slavery, I pray
you to name him to me, because his name has
escaped my reading of histe ry. Not one states-

man in any part of this Republic proposed to

leave the matter to accident or cho'ce, to let

Freedom and Slavery balance each ether, or the
one to prevail o"^ei the other, as it might, care-

less whether Freedom was voted up or voted
down, whether Slavery was voted up or voted
down. Many of you are committed to a theory

something like this last, and to a candidate who
avows it for a eevereign remedy to a great na-

tional disease. They mu>t hare consuKed the

science and the history of the science of politics

io the country ! If there is one of tbes<^ p-liti-

cal philosophers proposing the theory of indiffer-

erce or practicing it, I pray you to name bim to

mo, because I have been unable to find it in-

scribed upon the history of the fathers of the
Republic.

Now, fellow citizens, there was a way in which
this Union could have teen established upon
either of these three principles. There wcs a
way in which this could have been made a Re-
public, not of F.eedom., but of Slavery And if

there bad been statesmen who desiied such a
Government, the process would have suggested

itself to them, it ia very simple, and they would
have propounded it to the Convention which
formfd and to the people who accepted our State

and Federal Co^jstitution ; and it was this:

—

Prohibit emwc'pation in all the thirteen States;

prohibit emigration of foreigners from all coun-

tries into the United States, or any of them, be-

cauf-e foreigners were free men ; deny raturali-

ztion to the foreigner who is found here and
leave bim practically disfrmchised, and there-
< ire in the clfiss of slaves

; [ = n enthusiastic Irish-

man in the Crowd proposed three groans for

Fillmore;] perje'-u^te the African f'lave Trade,
so that for all time to come the future inbfbi-

tacts of the United States, upon whom they
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must depend for labor and for tbe great bnsinpss

of f.ocv^'ij, should be Africnn slaves; declare

S!av?ry to be not only existing and tbe law of

the land in each 8' ale, but declare that it sbRll

be perp-'tual "Dt^clare this and tske one step

moie. Lt^l the FedPTal Government, the Con-
gre-;s of the United States, sbu', i p the common
domain np n which tbe fatTire Sta^ei wer^ to be
created, that domain s retching between the R'-

ver Ohio and the er.at Lakes to the Misslssipni

;

declare that that domain sh&ll be cp"n hereafter,

not to Pieemen at ail, but only to Slaveholders
and S'^.very.

No^ yoa see hov? easy it would have been at

that d^y, by adopting this si'-ple programme, to

have mi.rfe not the Fi-ee Republic vrhich oar
fathers b-qT»athed to ijs, but a Slave Republic,

fr<)m tbe AUantic Ocean to the Mississippi river,

and from tbe St, Lawrence to the St. Mary's,
whirh were the original boundaries of the Re-
public.

There was a way also far the statesmen of that

day, if that had been what they desired ard
what they meant, to make a Republic in which
Freedom and Slavery should be held in equili-

bria oa nrd remain so forever. How was this to

b'< done 1 Divide the thirteen Slates so that in

just one half of the territory on which Freedom
should exist acd Slavery be unknown, and in the

other half Slavery should fxist and Freedom be
unkcosyr,. Aimit of all the future States, ja«l

one half Free f.nd the other half Slave; open
your por^.s to the emigrant from Iceland, Scot-

land, En.olnni, Fren^e Germany, Ho!l.?nd and
Ssvi zerland ; admit just one-half of white labor

of tae country free, keep open the African Slave

trade and admit and receive the other half of

the labor of Afican Slaves—here you would
h'lvehad that perfect equilibrium between Free
doiu «nd Slavery whica those who oppose the

K'pu' Lean party say is exactly the condition ir^

whi;h th^ country can live and fliurish, and to

which tney propose to bring it by the policy

up')n which they insist.

Ta^re was a way also for a third system to be
established—the don't know and don't care sys
tem— ^h=t is, that it shall be a Republic of Free-

dom or Sla^erVj jast as time and chance and ac-

cident sh^ll det^rmioe. How was that to b^-

donel Way, if there had been any statesman
of tbe order of Mr. D uglas at th t time, he
won'd have taken grent care that the Congress
of th=> Uait^d S'&tes shoald have no power o
abolish the African Slave Trade, bat it shonld
hive piwer t") admit at the same time fo eign

enaig ints and naiurpb'z? them, atjd that Cor:-

gress should be pledged by the Constitution to

admit a Stite, ^Uve or free, just as it should
corue when it oflf.-red itself, without resistance,

and he wonld have taken good care to have toe
S vireaie Court bound up so it shonld not inter-

fere wih the question, and when that was done
ard wa^nthat course hnd be^n adopted, then the
b1 iv.^ho'ders wonld have been invited to carry as

many ;-!\vei into the Terrilo ies—new terri-

tories—as they could, and the foreign labcrers.

to go i:j !i8 freely as thf»y conld, and a^ soon a.s

the;, g !t into the Territ 'ry b^gin to vote it nu or
vote it down, or v.>te both ways as tbey choBe

;

ani when tbey were to vote it up or down then
in'i e the slaveholders of o:her 8 ates to in er-

farn O'^ the side of Slavery, and then, failing to

bo able to settle it at the ballot box, ja3t resort

to cannon and rifle, and what they c^uld not
vote up or vote down, they would fight up or
fi^ht down.

It is not needful, fellow- ci'izens, for roe t"^ say
that such a republic as would have heen f.dmit-

ted upon either of these three principles c( uld
not have existed seventy years. It is not recf e-

aary to prove that it conld not, and therefore I
pass it by, although it is my o.^n opinion tl^at a
Republican Govenmen:. that can stand at all,

must stand upon tbe piirc'ple cf Liberty para-
mount to Slavery. The peojjle of tte c ncii.ry,

then, having these three systems bef t^ ihcm,
adopted one entirely different from them (11, find

that was the principle of making freeaoTi if;,ra-

mount in the Federal Government, ev- rrwhr-re,

^o fir as they could, to the principle of Slav.'ry.

We have grown to onr present growth uptn this

principle, and it has become tbe fixed and settled

habit of our nat'onal bf ',—we live beresfrer if

we continue in the habit of preserving freef^om

of labor paramount to Slavery, and we ^'erish

whenever we change that habit;—for it i-^ with
nations as it is with individuals—the n'^tion that

'orsakes and abandons the habit of heabh which
is essential in its very constitution, declines and
perishes as the consequence at the depRt-tore.

How was this principle of Freedom para mount
to Slavery established'? The fathers encour-^g.d
every one of the thirteen original Slave 8tr.fe8

fo emancipate their elaves jast so so^"'n as they
ou'd consistent'y wiih the iL-terest and the com-
fort of society tbpu existing. It proposed to ro-
hody to abolish Slavery all at once, to f'obstitute

Freedom all at once ; it is neither the course of

nature nor the course of human wisdom to do
anythino of a sudden; but time enters and is an
essential element in all human trarfiactinns

which are wise. Then th'-y prohibited the Afri-

can Slave trade, not all at once, because that

might p'-oduce a shock if suddenly dot.e. Cot
tbey prohibited it alter twenty years, F.nd ,saii

to th'^ slaveholder;) and those in ttie slaveholding;

interest, "make good use of your time, tweniy
veais you may import the black bond man into

tbe ccuDiry and hold him there, hue after that

period, there shall never be another slave ira-

ported in':o this Union, whether its instituHona

<)fl free or slave institutiors " They took one
farther siep, and that is, they invited the foreign-

ers cf all land's, the free naen of all lands, ol all

c inditions ard all climates, into the cu itry to

till up the vacuum or void which was to be made
i^y preventing the importation of slave^., and de-
clared that on givirg evidence of c^ar-acter and
loyalty, they sloild all bfcome citizers of tbe

Dnited States equal wiih the native; aye, even
with tbe first born rf the Republic. They took
one farther step, and that was, to make all the
future States that shonld b" admitted int" the
Ucion become not Slave but Free S;alps, by iast

building a wall along the bank of the Oi o river,

where ?1! thef-e new States we-e to be erected,

and said, this shsll be Free S:(il, and it shall

never he trodden by the foot of the Slfive, and
V very State that shall be erected here shall not
he a Slave but a Free State.

Having jnst accepted tbe'e few simple mea-
scres, tbe Fathers sat themselves dos^n contrnt-

edly and said to them'^elves: " It has h-'fn well

and wisely dona. True, we have not ail Free
St'ites and universal freedom, and for tbe pre-

sent we have more Slave States than Free : bufc
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wpi have so arranged the forces of Freedom and
Sli'vp-y in the balance that in sixty yfars there

will he more Free St'^tes than Slave States; in

piijhty years there will be twice as many Free
States as Slave States, and in one huDdre<i

ypsrs there will scarcely be a Slave Stptf ; and
Bt soQGe penod, within a hundred or fitrei bnn
dred or a f'onsaiid vears, every man urder th?

goverrmert of the United States will be a free-

man, and Slavery anywhere will exi'-t only as

a relic of barbarism and ii;htin3arity." Does
any man deny now that th''s wrs well and wisely

donel If he does, then he must wish that it

had never be^n done—he mnst wish that, this

wi^e and j idfcious arraDjgeraent had never been
msde. L?t ns see, then, what would have been
the conFeqaence. Take a single State. If this

a-rargptupnt vvhich I have related to you, b':d

rot, t)."en made, this State of New York, which,

jn the bagin'/ing. when the system was adopted,

of which every seventeenth was a slave, would
hf'V' b^en a Slave State now. Does any man
li~''n? in this State or out of it, in any Slive

State, in any f -reign cnuntiy. is there a man who
60 bate^ the State of New Yoik, and so mnch
hntes the human race, that he would he willing

to h'vi thi" not as it is now, a Free State, hu(

B S'sv" Sta^e'? There is not one wheel on this

river that would be in motion if this w<^re a

SLi^e S*ate ;
there is not one mine of salt or iron,

—3rd we ore not wealthy in micer^l resources.

— tb-'t. vrould not have c^oss^d up. The c'lU of

New Yo'k. ft metropolis worthy of a areat Slate,

e rrset.ropolis worthy cf a great nation, a metro-

polis worthy of a preat continent, rnpidly ad

Tinciog to be the fii-8t and greatest, ci'y of mod
e-n times, p.nd first, therefore and greatest, of

all the cities that ever f xisted i.o thi^ great ti'^e

of timr-,—what would it have heen now if this

hr;/l V?(ion left to be a 8Ii.ve Sate instead of a

F'ee Pln.te ? Str.in^e inconsist€ncy! You a^e

all coct-'nted. Ei-erybody is conter-t'^d with So
ciety as they find it in the Stiite of Npw Y'-rk.

W" could not be changed bpckw<^rd for any-

thi"R, We mu-'t be free. But if there any who
thbk tVi' cor.dilion is confined to the State

o» N'="^ York, go, then, through Pi'nns^lvsnia,

New Jf-rsfy Oonreet^cut Rhode Island, Massa-
chusettfl Vermont, N?w Hampshire, Miohigan,

Ohio, THinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, l.rxR, and
even K^osps, after the controversy is ended,

Rn<! I sk wher-' is the human being on Ibe face

of thi;) earth, that is so hateful of human hap-

pin,'^:H, !:o hateful of the good and welfare of his

c.-'un^ry and of his race, that be wouM be wil-

ling to have Free'Tlom excluded from that State,

ant' Slavery introdneed in its pine

Snppos« for a moment, that in '.h'"-- St,at.A, in-

etea(i of adoptirg the policy of ibe F<i!hpr3,

m^kinq this free, ."srid Fceking to mskp all the

other Statfs free wiihin t>"e range cf its C'wsti-

tntional powers,— suppose it h^d been a Slavf

Si i*e what kind of fvpe 'orti would the free mer
in it eij.y 1 What would thfj' be enjoying to-

di- 1 Not frr el'-^rn o* spe-ikiiiq jict what thy
think or wrilirg j ist whit they f i; k, or thirb-

ina jiT't as th'^y please, of worshipping Q, d in

every form, wii.h everv ritnal that su"ts their

own conscience ; but they wonld h.^ve libTty to

Wfitp. to sr.eak to think, to vote, to pr-iy ji^t

fx icily wb-i.t the slavehold r'4 desire them to

write, spppk, pr'nt, v.^te, rni pray, [vhe"^?.]

la any body then discoDteited or dissatisfied

with the existing condition of things in the conn
try 1 Not a man. Everybody is satisfied that
it was rightly and wisely ordered io the begin-
• irg. If th'"re bo anybody who is di-^content-

ed. I pray him to speak. Is this country all too
free for yi u 1 Is there rny danger of its ever
going to be so m,uch more free bs to be too free

for you"? I5 Ih^ Republic already too great for

y. u, and j;on wruld have it less, or contract it

in its dimpnsionsl [Cries of no! no!] Is the

Rf'pubMc too rich, loo prosperous, our ps^ople

too happy for you 1 Its crmmerce, the second
of sny nation in the whole world, is it too broad,

is it too enriching, is it too refining, fh^t yoa
would have it reduced 1 Not at all. [Voice

—

'We'll never have it rfducd." Lsughter.]
Shall the irflaerce of this ration be broken up,

snd aristocratic and despotic systems rx^ended
over the whole worlds Do you dislike ttis,

would you have this a miserable slave Republic
which would he mentiored in the c''U'".c;]s cf

Kin,NS and Emperors and the corclaves of aris-

tocrats not with respect, and honor, and fesr, as

it i,s row, but with scorn, contempt and reprorcb?
No I No! There is nobody wants the country
le.«js pro.fsperous less great, less fice, less power-
ful than if is now.

But, fellow citizens, going on ju-'t exactly in

the track which was lai(^ out for it t y the Fa'bera

it is going to be so much e'Cr'ter than it is now,
so much breeder, so rcuh wiser ard hsppier,

sye, and even so much more free, tfast those who
eome fifty years aftt r us, will wonder at our con-
tentment with Ir^'-ing sp.tiffied with such a coun-
try as we then had. Now, doe,** anybody wnnt
to arrfst itl Tbe wny *hat all this is to hapjeu
is by multiplying th« Free St'tt^s in the west,

Rni tsking cire, as fast a" j>essihle, to see that

Slavery is reduced prd di'.-ini^bed in the old

States, rot by Rny force that anybody ia to ap-

ply, for there never was force conteTnf.lited nor
used, but 8'mply by tefich^ng—by example thfit

corapensatcd l.°.bor is more prcductive of wealth
and happiness in a society, than sla^e labor that

morality is better than crime, snd humanity is

better thfin i:humsnity, sind that viriu'> is the
surest and s.<!feBt euif'e to national prosperity ard
gr'^atce^s But if anybody does want anywhere
to arrest the growijg prosperity and greatness of

the R''public, there is one simple way to do it,

I can show him ex'ctly how to do it. Erciur-
nge a'l the Slave States to contirue and to j pr-

petrnte sipvary forever, re open the AfricRn Slsve
t»-ade, and onen the public dcmain to Sl:ve
States irstead of free, and 'he vshc'l> thing is

f^or.e, secured to he dore at least, in the twirk-
li." g of an F\e. I »m sure that you do not wact
such a SRd peiv.^rseness to come over the people
of this cou' try a^ to produce .'uch a f^h' ck and
such a chance. R'ither with rrtf ym wr u'd con-

tiru^ cnt-^nted and wiih the Fithfrs re^'u' ing

and c 'enmsciibipg Slavery jast as thf^y did, and
as vigiinntly as th^y d'd, and then wsit to see
Canada ard all British America to the shores of

HiT^son Biy. and Rissi^n America to B'»hrirgg

St'a't", and Spanish America t^ the Isthn^iu^ of

Pmi'mF". and pprh>ips io C''pf> H'-rn, rll ci>roing

I' to this Republic as they would come, vnlunta-

sily, ag they conl ' not be kf pt from cor)airg —it

vonld reqri'-e the sw.td to fo'ce it — if you
would oijIv pdmit them ns f qnal^tates find carry

to trope the blessings ff your free Slates, but
not the cuToe of Slave States.
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Well, fpllow-citjzens, it is sad to confess that

jus' what I hav8 been stP.linp to you as the fcr^at

pro'^luM of our gcveinuieLt, is the very qne^tior

in this canvass. The qup^tion in this c?nva?s is.

whether we shall keep this n^ition a Republic o'

Fr'fdrm, or nvree all its policy and benccforiV!

make it a Repnblic of Slavery, It wrro better if

it were to be a Slave Rppui lie, better that it were
made so la the b?giDr,ir)g, th-in that it &l=,ouJd bavs
been deferred to tjs to have ccmTDitted fucb a

c'ia e acaingf, ipRnkiDfl, and change now f ."re

Fr' edom to S'f very. When the natioi al j;ul>e

is he.li.hlest, wh.n tbe who'e form cf the naticu

is rounded out and fu'l, ard when its habit oi

existpr c? is Frfedem, to change that by i) j cfc-

iog Slavery iato into its veiLS, wonld be to snrlle

it immediately ^i:n a poipoc tinder which i'

lanauic-.h f.-r a tiire, ard disserve ard dih. Ii

c ud bav8 bf-en maae a slave Republic in the

hetjirting peacefully. It conld be marie a sIl.v-

Republic now only by Revolution, resulliag in

ci'^il war atd anarchy.
Bi>t bo^ dees this question ari^e ? It rtIspe ir

thii way. There i^ Lobody difcoEt^rted atnorg
n=i ; but fioctb cf Mf.s^n and Dixoi.'s line f-iere

is discoLtentLnent, and unhappicess, ai d de'p";r-

d?icy, a-ad a fpelirg amoantirg almo'-t tndesp -i^'.

S jut,h of ihe Delai^are river, I phcnld have said,

are s'x Sthte? which; like tbe ctber seven, at the

bfai''r''Da were Slave States, w^hich declined to

tr.ke the advice ard connsel cf the Fatberf., as

tbe fpven did, find kept ard conlinued Slavery,

p.nd ihey retain it ypt, T.bey arp discontented,

th?>y are unhfippv. Have they r-nfiFered from tbi^

beine m:ide a Free Repnhliel If so, will anj
one here who s\rnp.3.lh-zc3 with them, snd the;

have mmy of that cias.^, will ary one tell ice

what, v.r >r.g, what injuri; us meaRure any one or

all tbe Slave SntCR in this R-rnbli-? have ever

Eaffe:ed from tbe porey wr,if>h has made this

aid kept this a Free R"pub) cl
Have tbey not enjojed Freedom 7 Have they

not erj lyed the fieadom of bavirg Slavery, ard
has ni y one deprived tbem of the rsht, of tl e

power 1 Hris r.cy one eJMcefl upnn tbpm, or

enforced up^n tbem, an urwiliirg dut^ 1 Nnl
en". Have they ',e*-n tpxed onprpsfri'^^ely 1 Thev
havp snbojitted to equal t^x^tion, nnd no otbet

can b' enforced. Have they rot erj ,jed f qu 1

reprrPf-rf-.tion 1 Ave, a representation equal to

those of tbe Free Btst^s, with the addition of

two-thir('s of el! t}"» slnve^. They complain f^f

no wrong, of no fufT-ring that they have endur-
ed, and thfy culd cot c mplain, for they lh»>n'-

selves have adnnrdstcred the soverLtnent it«plf

f >f the whole peiiod of fifty years. Thfy m:ke
no corcplaint aa:ain t the aovernment and it-

acti '0, 8s tbey could not, becmse they were ex-

ercisirg thp governrcent. the Free S'ates bavirg
resigned it ti) their bur d^ in cirterlm'-nt. Viiia.

then is the '^lirracter iind gourd 'f tbcir dis-

conientl N tb]C2 but this : that Slavery, con-
fined to the natural ir cresfe of slave labor, ane
being by its nature in-rt ar;d without vig'-r ac'
force, that S.nvery does not produce prosperity
fir them fejnal to ihfl ^r^speritv wfc-'c'i free Ir

bor a' d F.^edom pmrluce for the States which
abolished Siavejy. This is the wbol:' of all the
complaint ihey have—that we of the Fr^ e Stafe
prosper more than thev of the Slave 8tat» ••

;

thfy und^r the fiystem cf tbe"r choice, howevn
and we under the system of our choice. Tre>
have still another ccmplaiut, and that is this

:

That Free States multiply so that where we brd
in the beaitn-'ng onlv one Free Sta'e and 'bey
had the other twelve, they have now onl> fi'teea

Slave Si;ate.3 red vi-e have eighteen Free Spates,

wii.hout countirg tbe laft and your.ge&t one,

which tbey still continue to deny to ur.

This disconte'itm nt it is that works noon
them to desire to predure a change. 'vVbp.t U
that cLango now which they desire and v^hich

tbpy are hG' king to produce, and can be pro-

duced only by f ur com ent, ard we can do no-

'bing without taking their voice 1 It is to make
ro more Free States or to make l=s.^, er to re-

duce the number of Frf e States in tbe Republ-tc

by admitting beres^ter Sl> ve States, ard ennble

them to provide the matrriiil for these fb ve

S'ates by corsenting to re-open the Afiicfn

Sl^ve trcde, and thereby rejct tbe free .'^n'^ vol-

untary etrsiarant ''rom Europe, ex'jludicg v^hh
him f ur own children from the common soil of

the Rppublic.

Ard now I cocje to the question how jf hap-

pens that we are in tb<» cri-ilM %shi^h I dpscribo

and con'es^. It is that for tbe s^k^ of o- are
and harmony we have gene so fir with l^pm,
cor ceded to their di6cei,t*^i.t so lore that tfcpy

have p-ccpeced, in direct orp-^fi'l-r^n to the

action of all the social cansps in tbe ceurtry.

They ba^e procured frrm the Ooniirefs of the

U.Qited S'ates la^s, from tbe Prfsid.nt of the

United S atps judgmentK, which all Ifa^^ dirpctly

to enable then), if we do not t r^-vent tl e fcrtb^ r

pafSEgA of PU 'h laws, if we do rot prevent the

further if suing of such edicts, if we do rot pre-

veut the further rrgistpring of such decees, to

re-open the African Slave t^rde, and all the

Territories which shall rorre in bereritter as

States will be S'.f ve Territory ard not Fr^p Ter-

ritory, or at leas-t so Iflrce a nnmber of ths^m as

to subvert ^be balance of Frpedem which has

been established, and to iitroduco Sl^verv aq

an element in tbe CorstHuion of (be Republic.

Now, f*=llow-ci-'z=na, I speak not uneon'-ci< ug

of the place wber^ I stand. I am surroui d^d
bycifz'rsof the countv of Serecn, That one
dunty, which has b.-en known to me intim ti ly

for a long ppriod. that ore ceurtv lyirg bt twe^-n

two beautiful lakes, Irarsparer t as c^ st^l. -niih

a soil as 'ich as ever the human barx^ >-n' j r:ed

to supply thn warts of rrnn a ccnntv in tb'^- very

centre of Westprn N'^w Yoik which stood p^r-

s'^tently,—I wil not Fay o^stinatrly —sVod
fixed in rpf.igtirg ard in di'sprtins from tbp ppo-

(>1p of all thp cf-n- ties of all ihp rpg'on sr< n'"d it,

^nd maintairing c^ntinuMdv, t^'Ifr^'ioi r*^*^^ ^")r

Frped'^-m but for SI v ry. c^ncet-si'^n nit to Fee-
-•om, bat conre^='on to S'lvory, and for n^rr^y

forty ypsrs that I bovp known it. aba's^rc" of

'^ne or two hundred votes trrnel the sc-lf^, if

ver it did turn, in favor ef Frf" d*''m, (G^d be
praised I) a' d the Vial.nicp tnri.f d it ninp-tp fbg

• f the tirop, I tbir k in ft vnr of bum^o bor d-g^.

\ know wherp I stand. I know wbpre yus'ard,
I koo'v that this per-istency in njaintainira and
rtefemriing Slsvpry he^p, wh'V ret yon but y^Tjv

';piih'"'er.9 of Ca^uqa an*! Wavre O.-^sri''' ard
''ompkirs, and a'l the rthor pf oplp of tb'« S''ite,

have prrfs^pd thp f<<s''"p' 'f the vy^ndcr of
3!fivpry in Kansas, Rrd tu'ned him '^^rrk.

I know you have n' t hnd tbi" design —God
knows there is no such perv,=-rspr p"'^ aming m°a
that they can be inser.fillp tr> the diffprp'ce be-

tween right and wrorg, justice and itjustice,
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liberty and slavery, humanity and crnelty. Ton
hf-ve done it simply because you would not lis-

teu You had your guides, grown up men as

yon are ; from childhood up, you had your par-

tif s—your Whig party, and your American party,

find yonr Democratic party. And they had their

If'-.ders, and you mast take care of the welfare

of yonr leaders. Must yon ^ [Laughter] You
must see that they were sent to the legislature,

end sent to CongresS; sent to the public cffises

au-1 you had no time to listen to those who told

yon that the man that yon crII your leader is bnt
Ibe ephemeris of the dciy, that he perishes to

morrow, but Freedom or Slavery is the interest

of humanity for all countries, for all ages. And
yon have gone on supporting, boasting that yon
are Old Line Whigs, v^ntil you have coma to a

pretty pass. [Laughter ] Where is your Old
Lioe Whig party now ? This irrepressible con-

flict that yon condemn and despise has brok.-^n

Its b?,ck, [laughter] and its form divided, sunk
iuto a hospitable grave.

Yon have supported Know Nothingism, and
Americanism too, not becanee, I am sure, that

you are so intolerant as the principles would in-

dicate, but bpciuse it was a convenient dodge
ti escape from considering the question ol

Slavery. How much longer do you propose te

support iti Do you expect that the time i£

coming soon when you can get the American
people to proscribe a man because he was born

in Ireland or Germany, who worships God witb

a ritual different from yonr own 1 My idea ''is

that yon have have tried that long enough, and
found out that of all the contrivances in this

world for the government of a people where
universal suffrage exists, secrecy is the least

bopsfnl. Now you have tried DomocrEcy.—

-

Haven't you tried that long enough'? One
would think so unless yon are so wedded to it

that yon will adhere to it and perish in clinging

to the dead body in the grave. Where ie yonr
Democratic pa:ty nowl Yon had one a year
ago, then six months ago yon had two! [Laugh-
ter,] and now you have none at all. If you have
got a Democratic party it has got a creed.—
What is it 1 It is a creed adopted by a com-
mittee of merchants in. New York, an eclectic

creed, taking from the three creeds the whole

—

end nothing.

If yon have got a Democratic psi^rty yon havp
got a candidate for Proeident. Who is it 1 Give
me his name. [A voice, Breeksnri'^g?' ] It Ie

Breckenridge ! how do yon vote for him 1 By
voting for Douglas 1 [Langhter,] You are mis-

taken. It was not Breckenridge, but Douglas,

But if it is Douglas, how do yon vote for him 1

By voting for John Ball 1 Yon may think there

15 no end to the self delusions which honest men
may practice upon thsmseivea. You may labor

nnder the bT-lief that yon have a candidate, but

the nearest approach to it is, thatyon have three:

And of two of them, every Democrat must affirm

that neither is a Democrat ; while the men who
vote for the third with you, affirm that your can-

didate is no Dcmocrct. But yon have three

candidates.

Noiv, according to my poor judgment, and I

am a simple man, I have been all my life, the

world has said, in strange and erratic courses

The world has not agreed with me at all ; and
the common rule, and I think the true one, for

Eacertaining when a man is insane, is to enquire

whether his judgment is opposed or not to the
common judgment of all mankind ; and if it is,

you judge him to be insane. By this rule I

have been held insane for a large portion of my
life. But such as my judgment is, I gi?e it to

yon—and that is, that the nextthicg for a party
having no candidate, is to have three candidates,

and to vote them all at once ! [Tremendous ap-

nlanse.] I reaison it cut in this way :—That the

Constitution will not allow you to have more
than one, and if yon do, you are voting for no-

body—and that is juat what yon aie doing.

[Renewed applause]

^Now, I ask yon, old line Wbii^g, and Native
Americans, or Unionists, or whatever yon call

yourselves, ac d Democrats, whether yon think
th'iS thing is going to hold out a great while 1

If yon will take pains to take the record of

the votes of the people of ihe free States

—

for now they are the controlling power on this

bubJ3ct—for the last twenty ytars, yon will be
able to mark off the cycles from one to two, and
three, four, five, sis, seven years, down to twen-
ty, when at the beghjning of that period an Abo-
litionist—as a free soil man or Republican was
then called—was not to be found in a township,

and you find that everywhere eke in the State of

New York, and in the free States, frith the ex-

ception of a few cities, whose circumstances and
condition make them such that they will come
slower into these things, there standfi out nobody
in favor of these old teste bat your county of Sen-

eca. How long do you think you can stand it in

this way 1 (A voice—"just one week.") I don't

think ao. I will suggest to you two reasons why
it is not worth while to try. It is a fractional

world we live in. It is better after you have
made a complete and satisfactory trial, in fioding

that the whole world will not agree with you,

that there is a comfort in giving up, and coming
into p.n agreement with the whole world. And
the second is that there id great discomfort in

being pointed cut by your children, and by yonr
countrymen, aa being singnlf.r, inconsistent, ob-

stinate and perverse. And that is jast what you
are coming to. Yon don't know it, but every

one of you, I m'ght almost say, I have heard of

yonr reproaching the " Old Fogies " of this lend,

h&ven't 11 I hfive heard you reproach the old

Federalists of this land, haven't 11 I have heard
yon curse tho memory of the Tories of this land,

haven't 1 1 Wherein does the old Fogy, the old

Federalist, and the Tory, differ from the Demo-
crats (so called) of Seneca County to-day 1 He
differs not at all, in this, that he stood up for

what his conscience told him was right, until

the whole world judoed that he ought to have
surrendered his opinion to reason and to convic-

tion. YvU thick there was something very weak
and absurd in old fogyism. There was nothing

at all. It was an element of the Whig party. Its

principle was, to insist upon a virtuors adminis-

tration of the Government. It was right to be a
Whig, and utterly absurd to be an old Fogy.
What was Federalism 1 It was not vicious in

itself. It was a principle of opinion, at a period

when that principle waa the saving principle of

the country. It was virtncus, and right, and
honorable among all men to be a Federalist, but
it was a mighty mistske, when the controversy

was all ended, to be an " old Federalist." And
so to be a Tory was not to be a thing wrong in

the beginning. For it was allegiance, the prln-
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ciple of allegirmce to the government of the
ccnntry. And ten years before the Revohition-

ory war brrbe ont, aye, five years, aye, on the
dny that it riid break out, nine-teDths of the peo-
ple of the United States were tones, less than
than one-tenth of fhem Whigs of the Rpvolntion.

It was loyalty to the goverDment. It was reco^-

nfz?d as the true and rightful government of the

country. It was right in the beginning to be a
tory, but it was a very bad business in the end
to stick to it after patriotism had given allegi-

ance to the United States of America. Take
care, then, that you don't believe that a name
can save you. Eeither of these EBmea lifid aa

mncb sanctifying grace in tbem as thi^ magic
word Democracy has now. Take mj word for

it, in Ave years hence there will not be a man in

this crowd th&t listens to me now, that will not
regret that he did not change srd go with the
peoole of this country in saving themselves from
a fatal calamity. Besides, it is a sad thing to

thirk that we may live to be so old, and continue
30 perverse that we loss the sympathies of our

neighbors, fellow-citizens znd countrymen. Why,
I desire as the greatest good, thf.t when my time
for active life shall have passed, I may ectdown
at home, enjoying tho respect, confidence, good-
will and esteem of all my neighbors, among
whom I include, of course, all the people of Sen-
eca county. What a sad thing for me to think
of. if I were a Democrat, persisting as you aro.

I should go into retirement and all the wrrld
forsake me, because I have not had wisdom,
sagacity and kindness enough of nature, to se-

cure frienda who should surround me in old age,
(Cheers.') And then to think, once more, of
what a fearful thing it is that when yon die, to
be buried with strangers, p.nd carried to the grave
by those you denounced, when a'ive, ag enemiea
of yourself and your ccantry. But it is perfectiy
sure that the man who live < henceforth sis years
a Democrat, and if he lives to old age, will have
the shame, in his closing hours, of knowing that
the pail-bearers, mourners, priest, end the whole
procession, will be Black Republicans ! (Pro-
longed cheers.)

GOV. SEWARD'S SPEECH AT NEW YORK.

DELIVERED NOVEMBER 2, 1860.

Fellow Citizens :—It would surprise, I doubt
not, citizens of this metropolis who meet daily

on 'Change, and who are found af ni.^^ht in the

political and social circles, if I were to claim

that I, whose home is in a distant rurfil district,

feel an equal interest and equal pride in the

prosperity and grestcess of N^vr York. And
yet I know not why I should not. The city, and
the country around which ao'^tain it, are not

separated and isolated from' each other, br.t they

are parts of one whole. The town ctcnds, by
common consent, for town and country. Cer-

tainly, an inhabitant of the suburbs may justly

feel that he shares in ail the pride and in a'l tho

glory of the city, as he certainly is seldom alto-

gether esempt from its misfortunes or disasters.

But when a city estends itsdim-nsions so fs.r on
all sides as to mcke the State its suburb, and
when, extending still farther, it embraces the

most remote region of country on the continent

as its suburbs, then ho who lives outside as well

as he who resides within the city gates, feels his

heart warmed with the impulses of patriotism,

for the town and country become one.

[Here a scene of confagion began, and increas-

ed until the entire audience appeared to be in an
uproar. Crowds rushed in from the adjoiniag

yard, men rose and stood on ihe benches, some
which bro^e down, and there was a coastant

swaying to and fro among those who were stand-

ing. At length Superintendent Kennedy came
io the front of the platform, and calling in two

or three policemen, said there w?re some men
here who wanted to be taken out. The police-

men entered the crowd, and eeveral susDicious
persons were seen to leave. In the midst of the
uproar a voice was heard, saying: " We will

hear William H Seward if we stay here till

morring." [Cbeers] Partial order having been
restored, Superintendent Kennedy eaii :

" I

want the firft man taken out who proposes
cheers in ^way to intprrnpt the speech. (Em-
phaticallyjl want him taken cut." [Cheers J

Mr. Seward then resumed his speech amid per-

fect quiet, as follows :]

Fellow- c'.tizena : I have sometimes thought
that a man who lives in the country could see
about as well what was going on as one who
Uvea in the midst of the escitement of tbe town
or capital—and upon the principle that if you
stand a little farther back you are apt to see
jast about as well. [Laughter.] And I certain-

ly have thought so, within a week past, when I

have beard or read presees in this metropolis
talking of rural districts, of distant counties, and
even of states or provinces of New York ; and I

think so now, when I see presses in New York
echoing the sound and alarm of sedition and in-

surrection, and disunion in distant rural districts,

for to me nothing is more plain than that this is

a country in which there are no provinces:—least

of all any provinces which owe allegiance to the
city cf New York ; and, on tho other hard, that
this is a country in which there are no rural dig-
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tr'ctp, Df pr cr far, North or Scntb, that can dfs-

Fchf- lie hor d wHch b-rVs tlem to 'le cc n m^r-

ci; 1 rrci >r(')f] circle of lie ccctlry. [Arjiltusr]

Ir lY.e spirit, then, ef tucb a piide m lYe ci!\

ir. V h ch we f thcd. cs a ^^unio'- n sj feeL I tbnii

hcpi' ibi't I lan spetk ptcfittb'y if I tieat, thf^

p'iuicfi! qrestiota (f ibe cPLTEgs in iheir rela-

tirig to ihe meliopclis of tbe ccutrxy. [Ap
pb u.-*^ ] In the begicEitg of her bielciy, tbc

ciiy oi JSew Yo;k W8S es uLccn^cious o; it& tbfr

fciure df stiry f.s the cfnruj was ?£! orpxt itsel*

of t- is dcstiriy of the ciiy. At tbe beginnirgo'
ili(< c-rfxiry it was a s-nall pro^icciai town; it

hrd j St lost tbe pfat cf ihe ftderei goverrrof it,

aijfi its iDlard nrvigati* n was ail itCiUf^ed in &

filcop Davigali'-'D from New Y<.rk bay lo the Over-

flftwi-, a A'^Rny, tcgetb^rwiih t^e CKTif ai^on o;

L: Dp hjntd Sotipd. Public fpirited ciiizfE? (i

Kew Y.ik ca;-t f b ut to ste wbat tbey ccnid do
to ccn'icne tbe prospeiity which New Yck btd
rf-Ci-Dtly eijnjed in coEEequence f f btiug ihe

ftd^ral capital.

Thpy CO! cladfd tbst it was hspIp'^s to try to

rank?' K ccffiniprcial city on New York bsy. be
cause tbe coii^meree of tbe C' crtry wa? defined
toteefjojed by Boston and Poilafk-lphia, aid
the wise men of the day, afcer ct.stirg aioui d for

ah olhfT revcnrcet. fiiuliy ccEclnded that ibi-

islanit up' n ^bich we statd was exactly tbe best

fpot in the whole CGtintry for the estHUi--btaer.t

or 8cbo( Is wLicb, by bringirg pupils from large

portions of thesurronndi! g ccnc'.ry, would mEke
a t( I'Tably fair town upon Manhattan ioland

[L^ii'ih'.er ]

1 do O! t krow whether the experinaent was
aUetnpted, but if it was, I do notdoobi thst New
York was toon dirtanced in the race of edncaticn

by Friocftoa atd New Haven. I do not know
T^hfthei- the perpla of New Jergf^y and the peo
pie of Connecdcut had better qnabficati* ns for

iutt ucti! g toe yonco; but I loust corfeps, and
I 8j>e;^k ii, Of verihelesH, wiih revererc", th; t tbe

Scotch, tbe E:gUsh, end the Irish schotlniatters

and the Dutch which NtwYork C'ly then em-
plojer^, ir' they were to be judged from those

wh- m ihey sent out into tbe lural districts in my
ct.ildbood were not alt-^gether the best qnabfieri

pe s )i.s f' r ih? tatk of pnbbc educatiou. [Ap-
plaurP, and 'three cheers f<r Wihiam H, Se
ward, ih;~ fatf.ei of fee scboois.'']

Mr,r..bat'.an lsk<nd, feliowcitizeos^ell by the

diRperjs-iiion of a wi^e Providence, within the

circniL. of a ^reat State and a gif-at N..tion ; anr

,

aliuoDgh that S.atp and that nation ibooytt \n

t!e riLd caied less for the ti:y of Nfw Yoik, jet

like a great Siale and a great Nation, tbey

Ihoujibt cbkfly, they thonatil long, and tbey

cared wiseiy for their schools. The State owneo
a broad legton, rich in }ore;t><, micfrils, Pgiiiul

turai and m^nufactutirg resou c-^s, j>ina soui-b

of tbe St L;Wfence and west of the f-iiis at C >

hoes Any Oi.e coaid !>ee that a gre t and fl..nr-

isbiig State mtist arise here, if this oreat region

could be pfopied with fi ee men, intell'gent mf r,

and if its setiiers could be farni&hod with f.,ci;i

tiea for access to tbii*. the only fe^port in ttre

S.Hte. Tbe Uni ed Siates owned a still g-e -.if r

domain, lying just west of \h^ domain t New
Yoitf, streicning to the Missi-nri river, {ind

bouua<^d north t>y the lakes, and south by tbe
River Ohio, Everybody did s-e that, ihe natioi

must bec.me a gieat f ati:^n, if ih^y could spread

civa.ZiUon, the civilizition of inieliigent free-

mf n, ever this vast <?rnjs!n, snd could oornpct
ibe fent of that fiouiisbirg portion of ihp c^ un-
try with an adf quale tupfcrt upon the Atlantic
co^ist.

New York city—MsEhattan It-lacd, rrther

—

stocd JDf-t fXf'Ctly in tbe bourdf to which all

tbe cciun eice r f Western New Yck rnd f-W tbe
(^CKinerce of Western An;ejlca nuubt coi Vf rge,

if on'y li'e r'ght poliry was adoi if d to concen-
trate tbat ccmcrerce here. To nnske tbis great
8tRte ard this- erf at Nation, it. if qnirrd )> gis'a-

tioD; noi ary rxnc f-e of power or of ftrc^, but
01 Iv proper aid wise leci-lsiion to dirrct End
>nvigorate tbe fx'stirg so, ial forces atnoi g ns.

Tbeiefcre nobody, at thft day. proposed to c n-

quT any sdriiiioral tfr'itory, or to fu'tiuapte

t« reign rattoi.s for the purpose ol ircetiMrg ihe
erertr.ess of cur own. What did it rfqnr'p'?

You will tee in a moment what it lequ reel ftcm
whfit was dore.
There vpc in all this Stste cf New York tben

only 800 000 it habitarts, and of tbete every
teventt enih pfT>on was an Aft'c^n siire. There
w*rp in the Uni ed Sates only 4 00'

i 0(0 of
people, find ff ibe^e force bflf a mUiion were
Africsn sla^e-;. Evfiyiooy cfu^d s^e tb&t a
great St te C( u!d not le built ia New York neon
ihe bfisifi of a white pn^ n'tition rcts'ttirg of

oniy 300 000 f oris. Erer\ body cruld see thst a
great nai.ii'n Cf uld not be ireated in the Uni ed
Sifites np"n abrB!.*! of only fcur ncillions of scnla.

And at tbat fme the elfment cf ii:crfa-e. the
ii crfiTsina force was tbe increase of Afr?can
negroes in^t^ad of white citizpts as well in tbe
State of New Yoik as in the Ui itcd Stars.
Tbe reason was an obviors one. Tbe At icjsu

slave ir.'.de whs in fnil fuTce, a' d it was vg^or-

onirly exercised for tbe p'oSts of tie white
I ojf.n, and DGUch as men dencucce tbe Btsf-r-

I

tiun of an irrejyref^tible coi flict fsreat apvl^u'^e]

between freedom at d slavery in iLe same com-
ojiinitv, it was apparent and manifi^'Et, then, that

tljat this icTip: rtaii: n ol Atriean ntgroes,

amounlirg to tbe cxc'usion of European frec-

Djen, was a bcui ty, a b' nus ucon regfoes, aid
tbere were expensive bnrthtns, costs, aad 1 sses

upon white men.
I do not know how it is. It is for these phi-

losi'phers 'ft bo dt cy tbe irrepressiVle co: fl co to

trii how it was, that, so eailj' as tha', day, f-s it

has been lo thi.-< O' y, whfiever a State wit! ad-

oiit or irrprrt Afiican negroes, v.iinntary cmi-
grfin's from Irflntd, E gi«r.d, and Germf-Tjy, will

not go Wnat wes to be done to ii-i k-< th's

oreat State &nd tbis ereat rat'Oi> pM speioos 1

It WPS to diminish the force of the A*r can lab t
—lo <fim nsh ii and arrest it— and i: vjgt rate ibe

f/rce of free eaiigraiion. Dots anybody r^outt

tbatl It rrq'nred also a sjstrm ol intfrral im-

pioiemenis, to be conmfnsurhte wiib ih*' gieat-

ne^s of tbe regions wncb weie tbus to t;e in-

h bited ; &nd it rfquired that tbe fr<-o labcrh g
pvpu'.iMcn should te er-nciied Krd tra'-ned, to

as to I e 'bie to mair tain a Repab'ii-.in g^ vmn-
mfit. This rfqui ed tbe cn-tper.liun of the

Federal Lgit^l. tUi'e and of tbe State Legislature.

The fed'»ral leg.slatnre addus-ed ih m»<five3

to tbt^ir wirk in the Co: grets which irrcded
the con.-titULion ; io the coiveniion w-hi' h tiao ^d
A consiitnlion, and in the cor grets wbich ^u>
c-''"ded the coastitntiin 'Ibpse ihree fectial

legiNlaiive f U'horit'.es settled the whole m-tter in

a manner simple and pi actical. They did not
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pTctirpato or attempt to pxtirpa'te African slavery

Th?y did not emancioate or aUempt to ptaarci

pite the African slaves. They did not even ar-

re-^f, at o::c3 the Afrlcja slave trade. But it die

ennourfloe all the S-ave S'/ales to removp slavery,

thprsiSflve?, a.s soon as they pi'a'^'.ioilly couin

withouj di tuvbing the pp ice and order an^i in

tcrest-i of society, of wa''c'a the Statps were lef

the sole ja,1g?3. The next step ihey took wm-
to prohibi'j the Africm slave tradf—aot immedi-
at==>iy, bnt after il^e expiralioa of twpnty je^rs
and to declare that from and >\ t'r tiiat ticae to
African sb.ve should e?er be iatrodoced into the
Uuit'd Siat-3.

They took on--" step now on the side of free

labor—the • encourjae.l free 1 ibor by Federal
laws, by invIsiPCT the pm'graDt f.'om Earope
ho.vever pT^^r and pennilpsa

; no ni it'-er whethe.
he were Ciiholie, or Protpsrant, or Je*, <r

Greek, or Gentile [ ^ppliu^ej ; n matter wh^the-
he was an E iJli-5*irDan, or (i'^rmau, or Pole, o(

Hnganan, ti'^y ioviied hitn to comp, and inas-

mucl as all eaai^ration wps free, they declarr-fi

that he mi^^ht, sell the labor which ne shoa'd
perform f r yesrs aft' r hii arriv;-! to pay tf'

expenses of bis transportation to this free lan'i

from his n?tive soil. Tfapy took OQe other broad
and liberal step, and that was, they declared b>

laws of nata aiizition that a r-eman emigrAtir o

into this ooan ry, fr.m whatever land, should,
after snffioient probation to estiblish bis ch-irac-

ter and loyalty, be admitted as a ciiizen of the

RsDnbllc, o.nd of every St^te in it, loo, Free
Btae or SLivo State, on the same footing wi.b
the native b ra Taey took one more t'tep m ir^

effective than all the rest, and that was ib^t ihej

shut op the whole of the nnoccupie), ans'^'ttlc!;

national domain npon whic'i allihe fature Siate-

weie to be fracteJ—they shut it up Hgainsv
Slavery and slaves theiiceforth and forever

[ Ipplanse.]

rni-i is wnat tho Federal legislative au'hnritv

did—hear, now, what tho SLat<-»did. T<,e priz-

of corameiiif.l 4i'"e^tD'=S3 and tilory wis equal!)
soa9;ht hy ,tll the thirteen States— even of them
eec jndiog the ^.im-, and, I had aliK st siid, and l

will say, thepion-i policy of ihp Federal Qovern-
menl—abolish 8 svtry f oai all their btrlir—
not all atoncfc—not by violence—not ')y confisca-

tion—bat they took huch mea.vurf-a in the jea-

1800, or tbereabo^t^, that t ve itv-five yeH.'-

atie ward—wher.-as, in the jear 18U0, everv

t*-nty-?igblh person wa* a Sl.ive

—

lulhe^esi
1828, not one Slrtve was ^onnd upon the soil v
the State of No^v York. Six other of the St-iie

foll.)ivpd in the siaie p'.-licy, but sis more—i,h"

more S )n-.her:i St^te— 'pciined to parsne ihs'

policy, and s'.ill determu. ed lo comptte for the
great N-ti )n.hl ex^mmTci .1 prize.

Th<i v*?i.ate of Ne^7 Yo k hid ia its early days
enlightened ststesmea m n who had r^ot lean.
ed the demoralizin j doctrine of these vimes, tha
viriu-1 and fL.o.lom e.f e")le a Sate, and ttin

SUvery is a neces-a-y element of 'iau.joal iireav

ness. Anaong the gr.^;it m^Mi, lu.d ace;-t p-t'i i.>

of that ea ly period, were C iristo^)hpr Oole--,

HvmiitO'!, J.sy, the Clintons, Tomikms, nno.
ommg later, Rafrj.HKiij, aad nn. unworthy o
the DO lie asseciation, John W Francis, of th-

c=ty of N v Y.-rk [ Yppl^use ] Vhe taoa-bt
of these njfu, then Cnileo specutiiion and imaiii
nation, filled the age ii wni.;h ih^y li-ed, anr.

they prcjected and ihera have since been com

pleted all the great thcronghfares for commerce
>vhi^h were reqirisite from NevV Yoik bay lo the
Si Liwrence, and to vho lakes, and oiher States
have continued the work until these same chan-
nels of ioierc nrse aod comroeice between the
lity of New Yoik and othor ponicns of the oon-
Maeot now reach the ve.'y borcera of our civiliza-

iion in the West.
One thing more was necessary, and that was

pducatioD—education for a free people. The
foundation of a system of eduction—equal, fair,

ju't and i<apartial a^song ah the classes of ttje

jiuzecs— .vfi3 I'lid in tiie Stale at au early day
• fter ranch atten.ion, and was fiaaliy introcu'-ed
ind estubljsbpd permanently in the G;ty oi New
Yoik [ippUusp.] Here, fetlow-c:;iz:-nsj I have
old yoQ in these few words, the .vhoie

f lundation of all the prosperity of the Stat3
of New York, which tov? counts a popula-
tion of four nil! iors, aurl hss a comaaerce tur-

p issiog ail the other Sla:es
; as well as the

'oiindatlon cf the prospr rity of the Uaiied Stat'='a,

•vhich now, insiead of four millions, c-juats

ohirty millions, and which have rslaolisbed in
ih-^ City of N^^w York, as the oDe p jrt which
filore was adequate—a coam-rcid iLland, ^u^-
urshir.g that of acy other capital, acd a for« iga
>mmerce second only to one ia the worid.

[A^iplause.

Surely, fellow-citizens, if instead of being now
i^efore citizens of this metropolis of tais great
Sta'^e atid of the Uuiled States, I had told this

t)ry to a stranger in a foreign land, he would
nave Sriid, " Y ju hav" told me of thtU A.lautis,

•hit hippy repUilic wnca the ancient pni!<,so-

uhers conceived ".'id the ancient poets song, tut
vhich the hard espe ier^ce of maLkind has
liiherto pr vpd to be an imposaibiiiiy and a fa-

biication." And coiv, for the future of New Yoik.
I my.-elf, when I was even older than somo

r>earded hearers before me, soa^^t recreatic

n

vd rest at the ci'.y of New Yo k by hangmg
. round the open tombs in the Filter's fi-ld, in

vv3dt is nov W.jbtiicgtoa Square. Aod I thii k
1. very able and ingeni'JUJ wii.er, in a mornirg
iowspaper, ye.-sterday called my acientiou to the
fact, that he att'^mpted to e^t-^bl sh, by a demoa-
itati 'U, t^ja"; in a peviod of 150 years t^e riopn-

ition of the Uniied Stites v.caid be 300,000,000
— ob-!t it would surpafis the present popaidiion
f China. I rfoabt not the fi^ur.-s are accurate.

Wiifi-, then, fif'.y ^ears heac , !or it is to be a
graduiil piouret-s— ivhat, only a hundred j ears
ence, is to be th^ mag'iitade and p-ipniation of
tie city of Ne* Yirkl Tak^ into view <ny

, vn Hjien^iipM—a c-Tubisiiti ) i of tho gveat ( ity

v)f NewYjikandcf tne United S;ates. Ii in-

:rea-iog their oa'o greatness—the great-esa,
jlory, and magnifl ?n-e < f New Y.-rk follow- as
is n. ct^fssry aud intvitabie conaeqieneo, The
coaimerce is to be soon, not mereiy a national
jomcaeiC'^, but tha commerce of the coatuietit

• f .im.»rica. Af;d I need n'<t tell you tnat the
lort wbi'jtj erj lys the cotnajerce of the canii-

a-nt of Am Mica commands at once the Cjm-
(ip'ce of the glo^e.

Ym h:V3 now seen w :at has produced it.

Wh U remaias, is to coatider what is ueed.u! tj
•pcure tnis future for the city, as well as for the
.jKUit'y, (if walch you, as wail as myvelf, are
ipcedsa'"i'y and n-ituraily, and ja4ly so, am^i-
.!ou< Wnat can it ba that is neeiifu to be done,
noy fellow citizens, but to leave tniLgi go on josi
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exactly as tbey have gone on Mthertc—to leave the growth of cotton ; and when they had grown
slavery to be gradnally and peacefully circrm- cotton, and made it a great material interest in

scribed, and limited hereafter as it has been
,

the country, they then fell down before it and
hitherto—to leave the increase of our own white

j

did it homage. I do not say they paid worship

population, and the increase by foreign immi-
|

to it, but they anointed it king [laughter], and
gration, to go on juBt csactly as they are already

j

they pronounced allegiance to it a political duty.

goicg on—to leave the canj.la and the railroads I Did anj body interfere with this homage? Did

ia full operation as tbey are—to leave your sys-

tem of ednc2.tion and toleration to rest upon the

basis on which they stand alresdy ! ( Applaua°.,)

There, if you please, is what I understand to bo

Republicaaism, (Loud applause.) I do not

know what coraplesioa it wears to your glasses

Men may call it black or green or red, bat to me
it ig pure, sioaple, unadulterated Repub'icanlFm
(applause) and Americanism. There is the whole
question in this political canvass. If yoa elect

thit eminent and able and Iioneit and reliable

man, Abraham Lincoln, (loud and prolonged ap-

plause) and if, as I am save you will, daring the

course of tbo nest foar years, constitute the Sen-

ate of the United States with a majority like him,

(applause) and if, at the present electioa, you es-

tablish the House of Representatives oo the same
basis, you have then done just exactly this : you

anybody complain of it ? Never. They are at

liberty, like ourselves, to raise a commercial, a

political, or a social king within the republic.

But they set up a throne in our midst, and said

we, too, must bend and bow before it. And
from that requirement we have modestly and
firmly—not very.firmly, neither, always, [laugh-

ter]—but with tolerable persistence, declined.

Now they find that their system does not build

up states like New York, but, on the other hand,

the six states that pursued their system have re-

mained stationary — or relatively so. The great,

the greatest and finest site for commerce on this

continent is New Orleans. In early life I made
a pilgrimage there to see whether it was not true

that that city was to supersede and supplant

New York, the capital of my native state, as the

city of commerce on this continent, I found

have elected men who will leave slavery in the
j
that there was ten times the population in New

United States jast esactly where it is now, (lond

applause) and you will have done more than

that: yoa will have left freedom in the United

States on every foot and every acre of the public

domain, which is the basis of fcture States, just

exactly as it is. (Loud applause.)

There are laws of Congress, there are edicts of

presidents and governors, there are judgoicnts,

or pretended judgmeotg, (ironical liughter)

which have a tendency—if they should stand

(renewed laughter) and if they should be con-

tinued and renewed by future presidents and fu-

ture coDgi'esses and future judges of the supreme
court—to change all these things and to pat sla-

very with the free states again, (voices, " no, no,"
" never, never,") and to send slavery into and
freedom oat of the territories of the national do-

main. [A voice, "It cannot be."] All that we
propose to do, all that you will do, and, thank
God, all that it is needful to do, is to take care

that no more such laws, no more such edicts, no
more such ju^giiients, or pretended judgments,

are registered. [Applause.] Why, then, since

ii, is 80 simple, shall you not go on in the same
way which was begun by ycur fathers, and
which has been prosecuted so long and with so

much success 1 They tell us that we are to en-

counter opposition. Why, bless my soul, [laugh-

ter] did aoybody ever expect to reach fortune,

fame or happiness on this earth, or a crown in

heaven, without encountering resistance or op-

position 1 What are we made men for but to

encounter and overcome opposition arrayed

against us^in the line of our duty 1 [Applause.]

But whence comes this opposition, and what is

if? I have already alluded to the fact, that fifty

years ago, when the seven northern states abolish-

ed slavery, the sis southern did not see their in-

terest in the same way, and they declined to sec-

ond or adopt the policy of the day and of the

age, but retained slavery. And having retained

slavery, the world found out, just about the

same time, the usefulness of cotton as a fabric

or material for human clothing, and an invention

was made by which its manufacture became easy.

So the slaveholding states, retaining their slave

labor, proceeded to build up a great interest on

York that there was in New Orleans, and that

it was increasing in a ratio of such magnitude
that, when New Orleans should have a quarter

of a million New York would have a million and
a half. I will tell you how I found out this fact.

When I went out at night in the city of New
York, I saw the cobbler's light twinkling in his

window even until the gray of the morning. I

saw everything made, as well as sold, everywhere
in the city of New York. But when I came to

New Orleans, I there found that everything was
sold and nothing made. After trying in vain to

find an article of human workmanship that wag
made in the city of New Orleans, I did see a sign

opposite the St. Charles hotel with this inscrip-

tion :
" Wagons, carts and wheelbarrows made

and sold here." I said :
" I have found, then,

one thing that is made in New Orleans, to wit

:

coarse wagons and carts, and rude wheelbar-

rows." But upon crossing to inspect the matter

a little more minutely before entering it in my
notes, I found that I had overlooked some words
painted in small letters— " at New Haven "

[laughter] ; so that rightly read, the sign was
thus :

" Wagons, carts, and wheelbarrows ; made
at New Haven, sold here." [Renewed laughter.]

Fellow-citizens, this is not a reproach ; it it

not spoken reproachfully of New Orleans. It

would not become me to do so. But it is their

system. They employ slaves; and in New York,

I was going to say, we employ freemen, but I

think I will reverse it, and say that freemen em-
ploy their masters. [Laughter and applause.]

This is but an illustration. The principle is the

same in every department of industry, every de-

partment of manufacture. Now the slave state's

not only build no great cities, but they birild no
great states compared with these free states.

There is one great distinction, and that is, the

free states multiply and replenish the continent

with free states. But the slave states foil to mul-
tiply and replenish the continent with slave

states ; and they say that the reason is not in

the nature of slavery and freedom relatively,

but in the injustice of not allowing them first to

establish slave territory ; and they are coming
to say next, as they logically must, that we must
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re-open the African slave trade, and so to furnish

a supply for slave -states. The opposition is

founded upon this state of facts. Is it reasona-

ble to concede to it ? AVe cannot do so unless

we are willing to arrest the prosperity, the

growth, and the greatness of our city, of our
state, and of our country. And that would seem
to end the argument.

But they then resort to terror and menace.
They tell us that they will withdraw their trade

from tlie city of New York, unless her citizens

will vote as they require them to vote—for their

supposed interest. Is it best to yield to that t

Why, fellow citizens, New York is not a prov-

ince of Virginia or of Carolina, any more tlian

they are provinces of New York or of Connecti-

cut. New York is the Metropolis of the country
;

New York must be the Meti-opolis of the conti-

nent. Her commerce, like her principles, must
be elevated, equal, just, impartial toward every
state ; toward freedom, at least, if they must be
tolerant of slaver}'. But they pi-oceed to tell us

that, if we do not accede to their demands, they
will secede and dissolve the Union. Shall we
then surrender 1 That involves the cjupstion

whether they will secede and dissolve the Union
if we do not. What then is it that v,-e purpose
to do, which they require us not to do ? Why,
it is simply to vote for the man that we prefer

over the three men, or the no man that they
prefer. [Great laughter.] IS there any offense in

thatl Why, that is just what the Constitution

says we may do. And, insomuch as there must
necessarily be a difference of opinion amongst
us, the Constitution requires every man, not to

vote for the man that somebody else wants elect-

ed, but for the man he himself prefers over
everybody else. [Applause.]

Well, they say, nevertheless, they must take
offense. AVe ask, is not this right ? Why, yes,

so far you are all right. Why, then, will you
dissolve 1 They reply, " we will dissolve be-
cause that Mr. Lincoln, and a whig Congress,
will commit aggressions upon us after they are

elected." Very well, we say; but is it not pru-
dent, is it not reasonable, to wait for them to be
elected first and commit the aggressions [laugh-

ter and Bipplause], or attempt it, at least? They
answer, " no, we cannot afford to wait for the I

overt act, because the overt act may never be
committed [great laughter and applause], or if it

shall be committed, we shall be so much de-
moralized that we cannot resist and vindicate

our rights." Well, I will not argue the latter

point. But I do believe better of them than
they proclaim of themselves. I know their

manhood, their spirit, their courage, and their

chivalry, and I know enough of human nature
to know also that he that waits until the overt act
is committed before he strikes back, will be able
to recover his rights a thousand times sooner
than he who strikes before any overt act is com-
mitted. [Applause.]
But why shall we expect that the President

Lincoln, and his cabinet, and the Congress, will

commit aggressions against the slave states.

They cannot do it constitutionally; and what
they cannot constitutionally do cannot be done
in this country. [Applause.] Besides, who are
these men who are to commit these unconstitu-
tional aggressions? They are citizens of the
United States, chosen by their fellow-citizens, if

not altogether the best, yet from the best of any

part of the frae states. Are they le.ss likely to be
lionest, and just, and wise, and prudent states-

men than the men sekcted from the same con-
stituencies who have heretofore filled the -seats

in Congress ? Aye ; but they tell us that ihia

Republican party is driven on by enthusiasts,
and madmen, and fanatics, and that they will
control, instead of being re.'-trained by, their
.-talesmen. This Republican party, that next
Tuesday is to elect Abraham Lincoln President
of these United States [great applause], what
will it be but a majority of the American people ?

[Applause.]

If it is less than that, it cannot elect anybody.
[Laughter and applause.] If it elects anybody,
it will be precisely the same American people
that has tolerated the government in the abuse
of constitutional powers, out of tenderness to
the South, and to all the slave states, for the pe-
riod of fifty years. [Applause.] It will be as
forbearing still as it can be and maintain the
principles of freedom ; and to maintain those
principles, as I have already shown you, involves
no action of the government in any uncon.stitu-
tional direction whatever. But they tell us that
we argue only upon reason. But what we fear

is, that the South, the slave states, will not listen

to reason. They are excited
; they are disturbed

;

they are passionate ; and they will go out of the
Union, reason or no reason, right or wrong.

Well, fellow citizens, I think very diflerent of
the South, as I do of the North. The elevation
of a chief magistrate of a great republic of thir-
ty millions of people, brings every party and
every interest to use the best arguments to sus-
tain its cause that it has. We give them the ar-
guments that some have submitted to you so
often here, and which I attempted to renew to
night. They give us in return—what? Denun-
ciation and threats. Well, they are not a very
logical form of argument ; but they are not to
be blamed who use them, for they are all the ar-
gument they have. [Laughter and applause.]
But what is it our duty to do ? To threaten
back again ? to fulminate menace for menace,
and denunciation for denunciation 1 No ; but
to listen and hear with patience, with kindness,
with fraternal feeling and sympathy. [Applause]
For we do expect them to hear our argu-
ments, and our arguments are much harder to
hear than theirs are. [Applause and Laughter

]
I do not think these tlireats before election

evidences of revolution and disunion after the
election, for the simple reason that I have al-

ways found that a man who does intend to strike
a fatal blow, does not give notice so long before-
hand. [Applause.] And for ten, nay, twenty
years, these threats have been renewed, in the
same language and in the same form^ about the
first day of November, every four years, v.-henit
happened to be just before the presidential elec-
tion. A man intoxicated may threaten ; but he
never knows what he will do when he becomes
sober, [laughter and applau.se], as all the world
knows that no sober man can tell what he may
do if he should suflfer himself to be overtaken
by intoxication. A man in a passion can never
tell what he will do when he is cool ; as every-
body knows from his own expeiience that he
very often does when he is cool much wiser
things than those he meditates doing when he is
hot. [Applause.]

These menaces are made by politicians in
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the name of tlie people of the slave states.

As I have said, what else can you exppct

tlieni to do? \Vhy, it was but tlie oilier day

in the State of Michigan, a citizen asked uie

what I thought of the state of New York. I

said I thought it sure for Lincoln, and he told

me that Mr. Douglas liad just come from tiie

State of New York and tlipy had told him that

he claimed that he was <loiMS to carry the State

of New York himself. [G-reat laughier.] Well,

said I, my good friend, how can 1 helji it if Mr.

Douglas does say so? Well, said he, I want to

know whet hei' you think that he thinks so. [Great

hiughter.] Said I, 1 certainly cannot answer lor

what Mr. Douglas lliiiiks ; hut now, my dear, good
sir, will you allow uie to ask you one question?

If Mr. Douglas is running as a candidate for

the Prcsidenty, and if he is canvassing for him-
self, and if you ask him' whether he thinks he

is going to carry the state of New Yoik, which
is necessary to his success, what else can he tell

you except tliat he thinks he will? [Renewed
laughter.] So f do not, ih.ulit that these South-

ern statesmen uv politicians thiidv that they a-e

going to dissolve the Union. But I think they

are going to do no such thing. And I will tell

you in a very few words why I think so.

He who, in this country, -thinks that this gov-

ernment, this Constitution, can he thrown down,
and that this union of states can he dissolved,

has first no faith in the Constitution ; he has no
faith in the Union ; no faith in the people of the

states; no faith in the people of the United
States ; no faith in loyalty ; no faith in freedom ;

no faith in reason ; no faith in justice ; no faith

in prudence; no faiih in virtue. I am not un-

willing to see the uumher of that class of the

American ]ieo[)Ie brought out, so that we may
see tlium altogellier.

For my part, I, on the contrary, have faith in

the Constiiuticm ; faith in the Union ; faith in

the ])eople of the states and of the nation ; faith

in freedom; faith injustice; faith in virtue,

and faith in humanity. The Constitution and
the Uni(m have stood eighty years, only upiai the

foundation of such a faith existing among the

American peojile. It will stand and survive this

pi'esidential election, and forty presidential elec-

tions alterwatd. Y'es, I trust they will stand a

hundred and a thousand, becau.se the people,

since this govermnent was establislied, have
grown wiser, more ju^t, more humane, and more
virtuous than they were when it was first cstab-

j
lished. [Great applause.]

GOV. SEWARD'S SPEECH AT AUBURN

THE NIGHT EEFOEE THE BATTLE.

Citizens with face?, wbether yonng or old, yet

sfiit faaiitiar faces: I hqve been a. wandarer cf

1 f.te. Fr ni «'Ur ( wq iaaghiug home here on
the brinks of the Ovuco, to .v here th^ G een
Mountains cast, ta*"ir Ip'ogthened ghadovvs over

tbe Oonnf^cxic'Jt ai Wi^dior. After a stay there

too short for lest, but, not for bappioe.?-!, fj the

spfirg;! of the Penoaa ;ot Frooi the Penobscot
e:iC!oiog or fire.^kmg through nf-i3 set for uih

by not uafrifodly ba ids, tj reaew ray oatti of

feaiiy ai, t.'is> I >aibs oi ih<^ el^sr aad tiia yoangi'r

Aiann at Q liacy, Fro a M lisaciassLts Biy
Rcro,-)-i gree.i Uiil-t and grs.-jaar va'.lays, over tie

Haidoa, across the Sojeci, up and dova the

G-Q^sea, and cox'itia'J the Lakes of Ooi-ari^,

E.'irt, Huron, and Miul^iig in, do*a tbe Illinois tj

it< oatlii n;8 ^.ta tbe IVI.^^^iSlipp^, ap t'ae abri-

Vf'ii.-'il river Ui •-viiare ii Sire do inli r.-ipids ; aad
ab )ve them whi're tbe fouraias which supply
eqaiily lae S., Liwroaci'' aol the Vlissisdippi,

gusti Jrom the earth. A;ro84 Mianesof.a aad
Iowa, do«va C) N'»brask-i aad Kina<, where
A'uprc-.'i civiiiz itioQ, on iti verge, U scibog
ttie Rjjksr Moajttias, and briagi ig forth i.iii:«ir

precious treasure o; silver and gold ; and thenca

back a,2ain ^ith an eager returning spirit to tbe
iletropolis where siia the soul ihat senrls forth

all tho mighty energy of that civiiizuion ; and
then by a buTied flight back again m the Light;

to fial my ho'.ue le-,-fl^ss under ibo \*inds of ua-

ta nu, bun already g^ilhering force to pu'j forth a

greener and broader foliago iu the comirg
year.

These are my travels Yoa will a^k me " what
hivo yoa atyen

; whit h.tva you learned 7" Rith-
( r, my friendt*, ask nie vvait I nava not aeon, and
waat uakaown, or ba!! imperfecUy uadiTStood
befor , 1 taave noi iearufd uoiv and ftiily u )der-

stiQi. I h.kVa seea a gre it nation—a greater

nati m thaa I aa-v last ye-ir, ah.houi'i then I

traveled tha Did iYorld fro a ttie D i id Se \ to th6
pili.ira of" Herouieti ; a graater nd',ioa luau has
esi-t^d in ancient or lu modora ujips I siw
njSjonyiho country, itis f irflsts, its inoaataina,

its rivers, its Li&ea, and its ^riiries, bat I saw us
pfopi*', m-iD, women and cbiidreu, many, nu&ny
mdlio IS of every nation huI of every <ier;vatiou.

Ysa wdl rtsk me ' rtul yoi dad thii ^>eo,de pios-

p-^roa< and happy V' Abk your^eivas, for you
are of theai

;
you are free

;
yoa are indubtrious,
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you are iotollitrent ; and Iherpforp you are pro'^-

peious and havpy, and fo ure thpy. It wouM
conmmR twenty- fi"^ur bcurs to tell you in dplrJl

what [ hv-^ fefn, and we have r.ot tsven(y-f'm

hou's. There is work to be dore bfforf- the

evening star eha!l rite to-tncrrow and ynn and I

must have a hand in it, r-9. T am sure wc hav
hefiris in it—hr.veweroti fCri s of "yes, yep,"

ar d applnu^p j I saw th's ccuntry pr.d this ppo
pie in their bes-t dayr, not feeM?, si; k y. scrawny

bu' a ration in the fa'l maturity of ycu'ibfi:]

visor. I saw this peojile engpged in a great

achievemeni. peculiar to themseiiPE—ore perfect-

ly snccpstfal by eo f ther nalioo on esrth, and

one almost miRttempted by ar y naticn of ancifnt

or modern tiixes. They werR ecgf^ged in choos

inH masistvataa ard Ifgi.slators who should mr.ke

p.rd ex'-^nte their law!<, and ttrsrgpst of rJl, "

chief magistrate to preside over them. Such s."

in other climes men call " Cfc-a'r," ' Emperor,'
and '' King," and come to I'iir k " Diviue." I

met "morg thrm them the he:^ apprrent of. a

mon/'ic'-j upo)i who^e reiiltus the su.i never s?ts,

inpppciirg the cnr'ons wo: kings of this sti'anfe

nchievf n:.=rt. I do cot fcrow aLat he tbong^jt,

but I tell you what I tbcuiht ps I saw'fc-m h.xk-

ing on. I sii-5 to myp=lf " if this system shouW
continue and work vrell f< r a few brief year.s

more ii will work th'^ downfall and ext'Oguish-

mert of your dynt'sly, and not only of your
dynasty, b^t of pII the dynasties of all the

m'l' arc*"i<'s and ell th^* pris'.oriracieg ou the f>ee

of the habitable glebe, then, thenceforth find for-

evf^r. [\pplr;use.

O'l, fe!!ow-cuz-ns, hew important to th' int"-

reffts of the hoQi5n race is it that this experi-

ment shPll c-ri'inn-^* to ro-k well.

Bat y<u ^ ill sa_7, "tell us of IhVs electi'^n
;

how will it rpcu't; will the Repnbi can par'y

aid th'' c?.u?e of Frecd^ru prev-ii! t^ -morrow V
Agai'i I f>ny, ask ycureelve.^. The geatimenf. o'

Freedom, iho emotions of vlrtne, are vigorou't

and sciive, and hope hs bnoyact ovv-^r the face >:t

all t^e Free States, All ot them have practical

ly sp ken already, and spoken for Lincoln aiid

Freedo-.li. f Grr-at appl'iuse ] But er:ongh have

not yet, ppoken to decide tie conte-t. It i^ for

you, for the people of New York, to decide it

If i'- be lost, the ^-f spocEibililyj sad and sorro?.-

fui as it wcull bo, woulv! f-<ll upon us. If it i.s

won, it is th'^ CDwn, cot of one carcp^iign, bat

the C'O-vii of a oirusg'e in which you and I have

be< n eni.a£ed ij daiker days, and uuder more
nrprvpitious auspice-^, for a period of thir y
years

Bat fellow citizens, this hcur of conversati<n

bet'i'een you and mysf If, neighbors £S we are, is

to 'bor', and eo'.-.es too SiMdom to be occur-ien

with th.-detaUs. however exeitina', fl' the popu
lar elejtion which ii to be closed to-ino!r>w

YiU h/ive been ae utoued herpt-ifore toiadn1-!e

me wi.h broad*-r, hi^i'her thought-', and noble;

8(.fcalatinn3. The qnes'.ion, luoking tbroooV;

tbi.H *lcion tomorrow, and forward through
many e ection-; pre-'iises home ujioa u-,— whateve;

may oe the result, aa.'p cious as I urn aloQO,".

sure it wll be,— -ih di fre.-do.rij ju tic a:id bu-

mAtJty nl^.imaiely and in the end prfv il; f-r^^

thf"<f R pc--l:c D irsti uiio s ef onra saf-i kr^fi

periia e.t ? I ha-'e soujht and ent?;ed the

H ! of Prophecy. I may n 't tell you jasi

wh r-^" it stands, but t >is much I can say that it?-

ettian ;e is ih.'-oag'a cauvo foreit shades, fiom

the waters edje of a deep and flowing river. I

entered if, rot irrevprnn'Iy, not nnco' scii us of

the pi-etinajpirn of atl^-mptintj lo exii'ir the

wi 1 f f the God, who-^e rule, howev ^ ra^n may
?'pry or prff-^'s, i-^ higher l-.w. [\p 1-iuse]

Tbe two gigantic fiaures. Time ajjd D 't'njj

which snnrded the aopn ach to the al ar seeu:-

ed to relax their grim f-aln^-es as I parsed, and
the ore dropp«d his fc^ the, nt d the rIhT
ba'ancd 'or a momert the h* ur tli'-f, 'wbich he
held in bis htmi I learned f:em th'^ oraele

that the powers a^o^e favor the f
orpf tui'ion of

these institutions, and tbst they are never to fall

by the band of a'ly fi-rf-ign rnprny, th^t ttey

are to be taved or to be lof^t by the ae'.ioD o' the

AmeTJcan people ;
that a ^.r 'nt dangfr, a d.'ireer

that ba.y be^n lor g oatherir g is at this v^vy mo-
mrit being pa<-spd, red t'at this f*ar.s,rr once
nrs'^rd, there is ai^fur^t c^ of lorg life, p.je, of

immo:t<Tlity to the ia.'^litutf n« rf Au!';'c n free-

dom. [Great apphu e
J

1 a^k^d for a f-ian,

bPt the oracle rep'i^d to me, " why do this

generation hck for a frisnl I say umo ycu^h"it

no sign s'^^'l b-- eiren io tbi? gfi e'atin:^, but a

ru'e ehall be given to thfm a^^f q i I'e t e> ry

m ''e°pev, a' d ib t mi1« is, Jet ike American
people rule thiir own spi'it "

[ ^pplau^t J

T. i<
J.
pi-p e are tiUnuHij, ard cause th. y pre

human, they have ac iceiAal nd t^-mp' ra' y in-

terests Rnd pats'ons a'ld pn jndi'^e.-i to milf'ad

them ; but al'-o, becfins« they are hum n, they

b>ivp reas' n t > crnicct them tVr. Ui;^ ;li tempt-

atiin:? and ail periN, in the wr-y of wi d m. A.

my-teri' us Provid-n-e has perraitt'd does al-

ways pe"^ mi t, error tr> exist every whe- e, colem-

po."arpeusly with Un'h; ^T?hg wiih r'ght. frre-

dom with Slavery; anl beiw»-en these d ff r nli

Dowers There !m r1 v^.y^'. s.n iripp'"esf'iMe c<)-fl'Ct,

[.App'anse, j That c > (1 cr. is the tri?-! of hamuli
vnrue ; a iriumph vf be good over the t ai ron-

i-.tiiGte.-' ihe pprff-etion of bu(n?in rature. 8>.Vrry

was p obiblv psspLti 1 to the sneces'^ of th^ ia-

stitutions <f Rppublicnri'DJ. That cfntiiual'y

pr; v.'king corfl ct, ns c 'n'i' Udlly irtimolHt d vir-

tu*^, and ih(^ l^ve of freed. >di, The fathfr'^, re-

j-'ciing the cinister cou'sd.-. of iatt- r< st a'.d snp-

(•re.'^Mng p-^ssi' ns aa1 prfju ic •, surve--' d the

co.tinent when they estaaiished cq'- g >vern-

ni»nt, and they adopt d the pdioy which ah.'UO

Wis pssitde'

They could not extirpate flive'^y at a llow.

Proba'ly it had hpe:i unwie if ih^y h td at-

tera-'ed it; hut they h d hdopte.l a policy

m<rkFd eqaad'.- by sagac't.'", and by beoevLilpnce

whicti is told in a v.-ry few words. Is < ff^ct

^a« to bs the abadaemei t of the po^er, and
duration of Sl';ve;y by pr:ictic-;b'»>, popceful

means, ard the irvitioriiuoi pnd n' i'^ase estab-

lf-hr>ient i>f univer.'-alfreedorQ [Qe t ; pd .ase J

Ri.v this wa-< to be d m e, r-qasres a* f . w worda
%'> tell. The .Afnean s'avr- t ade, wbirb w.-s then

'X-^'ilsed in bringuia sli-.ves todo the crl i?atioQ

.f the whole ci nti> en'

—

ni V i- had co'iun-

ae !, woald have c( v»red Ihi laad wi';h stvage.

\f icms, t-to'eu f om their i.ative Jnu'^— w-.s to

ie lb liah' d 'ifoer tv^efjiy ye-ars, dining v- hich

tiir.e the \j eri an people might, ( s thej c- nld,

oro'iure sD[ p ies of free bibor fr. ''11 o;ipr'->-ed

an.-i arot!vD.j. Earope, to hupply its pl.ic Tha
S- ail s w^re enc'u aj'^d and stiamlueci t > p o-

ide, by acts (f giauil emanc'^pi-t'ou, for the
re no'a! of s'sver.? ^1 og-^th-=T, Ph'^' wh-U of

ihe publi'} domii. , thea unucccpied, lying LoUh-
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west of tbo Ohio river, was set apart pxclasfvely
for fi-fcrlm, and fcr tbe erection of ntw and
fntnre free S-at^s. Fiea emigration from al,

the na ions cf Earope, of wh trover fzith or
largrjicrpi, wriy irnfit.-d by tb.o lifrmi.-pioo given
to.tb'.^ rml^ract to pledge hs l.bir for a terso

of years, vn faati h.'^ mi^lit pay the cost of his

pa?pf,g^. And to r.M V^e.^e Wds ad.'ed that boon
of boo S-, thit offer, the ricbe-t that any nation
ever h^d to ejva,—an eqaal citzni^bip by natu-
ralizi'ioa to thp iajraigraiit of v featever ruce or
name, or Hneas^, "situ l;':e ntive bora.
Yog ape h'---- (iinip'e ihii r^ys cm wo.3. Mark,

now, wbiie I tpjl yoa in a, few wcr;is, bow effec-

tive i' '« is. Within t-.^-i'nty yeari tae African
slave trad'? cp^aged^ ard never until one year f go"

di(? thf» poii of America again b^ar tbe trrr d of

a native tlfrlc'.n bondssan. Saven of tho S at a

rapidly removed slavery by prospective lav*?s,

which, TS'hile they deprived no iwan of wbat h.-

called Ms vvr.perty, but left his slave to be hi-

slavo for li e, gtili in a period of twenty-fi'"o

years ibero remained on the soil of tbote States
not on« nativfl born or imrjorts'd African slave

Atd w^ erea^^i, in this State of N?w Y^xkof onrs<,

on tbe d.-y when it became independent, ev< r

v

gpvov,fp.,mij i,ihabitant was a slave. In the yeai

1825, no one Blave was foarid upon it? s il

[Appl^av.j And the refieaiption came un-
der th'' invitation of thnt liherjil Jaw, fr.im 0=")-

mar.,? P.Miiee, Holland, England, Scotlacd and
Ireland, and th-:^y bec-tCie na'.urab'zed witboct
question aa ft their former al)egit?nce, or their

reiigif^^ fd-h, ard they are i.ovi' our brelhr^n,
and by '..ies of kindred are mixpd end nrdngied

with the AffleriCin people. There is fci'ceiy

one EJp.u fT wcmp-n who can trace t'l a pare&^ag.^

of one r.'ition of Europe ;in uadivided lineage
'

The blood rf tba Dane and Flungariin—the
Irishtn m and the Qavmin—tho Fr 'ncbman and
Ecglii-b-figTi—are inlermioa'-ed until vre have be-
conie the de.'ncendarjts and repre&entaiives of en-

ligh .ened c'nri-stian nations throcgboul, the whole
continent of Eorcpe.
And th?n fivi? new Sr,at"s ros»upon„that puWic

dom^.in, wid all of them Free Slates; aid thin

process frtili being c^otlnaed thai. Sye added to

the other f-even which had erBaLcipatad, makins
tweh/e. has already been increased, U'lti! where-
as twelve of the orisinal thirteen Slates were
Slave Rtates, nov eighteen of the Spates sre

Free Stat^"., and oniy fifteen are Sl.ve State;;.

As it has been ordered wisely, so all was goir g

op pro<peron:!y and at tho esijiraliou of thr

present century, Slavery Wijuld either hav"
cea«efi to exi-.-t, or have been languishing cic dy-
ing in the miist of what would have been prsc-

ticaUy universal librrty. bat lor one cf thot^c

singu'ar sicci'ientS; one of those strarge events

which, o.! -urring in the course of huccan affairs,

produc<^s a reaction, and for a lime the cfius.'

which was poppressed, goes foiward, aud tne

canse whi:'h wa,< ezpoc'ed tj triump'i, re edes
That aci'id'fnt w^s uotQing trjore than tha^^ ar
ingpnioa? coantryman of oars, and a lover of

Fieedora 113 much &% you or I, inv6Cidan>a
chine by which he could, with greater ease, ex-

tract the see'^s from the filers ia cotton ba'd.s,

arsd thas; si'ing a chefjper vaioe lo coitoo, ari<'

increa'-ing tho demand for it, for fabrics of hu
man wo.r, cotton becamw - tL'- produ'^tion o;

elave lai^or in six Slave Sta'.es, or in a poition of

tliena, and bscame King ia those States, com-

manded emancipation to cease, shut foreigners

out from their poriH, demnnfied a reJC}Ld;.ig of
:;11 the la-^'S whic"^ forbid Slavery to sprea^' cv=r
the Ainericpn toil, demir.ded room for now
61ive Tenitories and new. .Siave States, ard be-

yan the orartdful wo'k of proparatioa for the re-

sto'-ation of tbe Af; i ;an S;ave Tr^de
Y.mkoovv too well to nfel that I shcnld re-

peat it the raui'dty and violence of tb^^^t reac-

lion. You know bow it bs u^bt up parties, and
s'atesmeo and C'Spitalift^ tbiongh ali of the free

S.atrs, and monlded th*-m bs the im?tie.m.?..kcr

fficu'ds the m.dsteried pliister, lo if* de^^ii -nds.

Y.'U know hoiv tbat u-'ider th'- vtry first eftrre.'-t,

vehemect, vitdent deuiand of Siav^ry, Mi-s-ouri

and Arkansiis were adadtted inio tre U=i!on,

Slave States, by a people under tbe i? fin- L.ee of

'error, who b.id, only twenty yerirs befo."", abo-

li:.hed the Afiioan Sbi-^e 'h-ade, aid dr; >=d

Slavery ano hrr acre of Ameiican S'"il. Y u
'snow now T'txRs, a iree counti'y in MfX'co, v as

overrun, fir^^t by f^lavehclders with slaves, and
ihen b'.ought into the Anjeiicar. Union, wi.h tbe

C'neent, of joureeives/ ih^t &vf Slave fctaua

might be Q:ade out v.f its s<nl. You kor-w how
C ilifornia and M^xieo ^vd Utah, free larjd'-, free

soil, irbabiied by men of f.ee speecii ardfr-e
though , were conqaried and brou£"'t. Uro tbe

Utioa with the expectation—only b ffled '. y the

pcrseveracce of 'd few men in desp-or, if wb« m
I wf.s o.ne—of estf-.blisbing Slavf ry up n the Pa-

«ific coast, ['Applause.] A id you know, fia; lly,

bow Presidents and Oab.netp, Miiiciers and
Pi.reign Mjnif-ters, and at la>t tbe JariiP.'*, caino

to confess a faith, fclien frini tbe C; n.'-ti'.' son,

and alien from tbe t^pirit of ah our ii-tiuioKs,

that the ncraial coi •< t'en cf < VAiy Te^ri'cry un-

der the flig of the United States is net Frffd--'m

bu' Slave y, and that so power fx.< 1 1 g ^ n \be

soil, no power ex SMng in oh? r Statf-s, »..' j'OweT

exieting in tbe Corgreps of th'^ UTit^a Sia ew, <.r

in Bny deparlmf-n cf the F^d-ral G-;ve,Ln.f ntj

can challerg'* i-, snd say, ' How csme jtu or

wh^t do you here 1"

This was the re action, and it cnlirdosvc,-] only

.six years Rgo. N.-ver, rever wa< a natbju moie
thoroogbly demoralised. Th- Wniji ^arsy. hht

had aif-'cted sympathy f'T Freedom, fatred
find bailed in the hour of trial, and wtnt down.
Tue D mo.jraiic rart.^, boide,v than ever, bee me
the unbinshing advocate of Slhvery, c^'a;-:' d to

be longer, o»'.to pre-.end to be, a p.'^isty of hu-

man freedom, but betanae a p%rry cf hnnan
bonds. Tb< re wa«; uo prnty fr Freedom. ,b al

oui-ies were engendered between Ampricirj free-

born freemen, arid the voluntsry cit z •: s, pnd

•li tbe tiiiie when both should have he.?D e/ aag-

ed ia re.'cu< j the Cons'itution, which jeeured

tie soil f -r them and their chilcre? , ;.^nd ir,eir

children's chiidr.^n, &s a putrifoouv f'': F:<^'c doin,

they were engaged in internecine huv-t'bfi-H, the

)ily effect of wLicb coold i'e to let. Sb.veiv ao
I'oaming over the t\hole terri'ories. [ Ai.s<'" uh".[

oac'a, my frif-n'^s, w n the reti tc iiii^)n of

things when. I aldresEed jcu in th*' Park on

-Soctb street, only four year.* a. o. Y.>u •-•' re a

ihocghtl BS, an es< ited, a b«Addere,; p-^: le. I

avv )i party fcrp irg Jbr Fr^ed m. Vat. i was
nnorgaci.-ed and diNcrrdact, and filed v; im u.u-

'.ual iaah.usies. It wa.'i .be only h* j-e • r F-c-e-

rlom, bot It fiiiled, licd t .^peaj«r.d n-:i if i>. uirst

uil though it "charmed s.ever so wis i*-," to

«'ia the American people It seem'd lo me
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then that T sa.w the jrocd argel of my conntry

ris'xg up acd hi/Idirg her a l^s'. fRreweil.

Buii Eow all is f=''SD2Pd. The elfcients of

freedoai \rhich tljat H^pnbiicao party took in st

tl;at f]«y ftie so i' vicorntii g, fo rPT'evrfre ^h^'J.

they huVi-' wi b!n fonr ye^'vs m^Ae it a nrgVty,

yps, Rti TKC^ ! qaerab'e h!"ft. [Qic:.t ,"pplau-f^
j

Tfcev have t k> n the reirs of thp Statpi govern

ment ia mott every one of the Free Stales, snd
tbey lay cl >te sipge to wht are left in Ibehat d:-

of biavf-ry. They appear strcng 8nd vjgoronH,

and have already achieved free speech, fref

tbonglit acd fiee debate in tbre? S' ve Siatf-p,

Dt'lf,*vnro, Ma'jland ar.d Misjoiui [mloDtrPcl

che r ], i-nd the bat le recedes ini»r!edi&,tel\ p.f.er

this O'Dt.Pst, fiom tbe Fre6 States into t) e Si3vp

Si tes, and the slaveholders iLstTd of boRS i' g
thai Ihey ire lialicnsl, anr: we R»={.ubli'-ans a'e

section: 1, pre alteafiy be^ienirg to f^el wbRt it

is to be aitfmpting to ext^^nd and fortify pd in' i

tui on i^; 'c'l ]s in^'ely sectional, itto Teriiiorif-s

tbaf. beloro to the ca ion, fgaiD^t the will of the

naiion. [ApjJanseJ
li has t e< n long ihat this reaction has been

wovkir g I lid i',8 history vp 11 brirgcu*. ir.to a new
light corilrc vPTfies tlat, to all sroErd ns peemed
to be alrf-rj y buried in the pa-.t. You, I'bi-nno

nipn, aid especiilly yen of foreign biith, natu-

ralized ei izets, can jon tell me why it \h tha*

yon are here t.moTjg thege men in thin comociU-

nity, a'.d in ihe f ra^lj^cnert of men whom jou
accl^e f-o often wHh f>jmpat) y with the teg ro

to J i ur riT' jadice 1 Why is it ihf t yon pre lore

in; lard that you c^H a lard of &,h.)litu>r,i.ts ?

Wby are you not in Virginia and in North Caro-

lina find in South Garoiina nnd in L^uifi'-im,

am rg tbe s'ave drivers whom yoa applaud and
approve for their inhnmauity to the negro 1 It

is tec u ! SUvery will not to'erate ore of yen
npon its soil, [^ppl^nse.] Y. u Dnanufnetnrert;,

whose mills have been put up, whose vheeis
h-.ve bem so often put in motion only to en-

conrter hosiile legislation in Conaress under the

inflaeLce of the Slave power of the Slave SLaSes,

will y u teil me why it is that the government
of the UoUed States maintBiDs, as its tiu^ and
Sftlled policy that an Ameiican ciiizf-o ncust

ca-ry till b's ma'erisils to the manufacturers acd
work^h ps of Eaiclarid to be wrought up into

fabiics by the mecba^ 'cs, arHsans ard marr-
faclurera if E-jgl'ind, ard must send bia wb^at,
hisC rn, his brer and b's pork to support tho.e
mf nufiClurers in England, instead of brirging
the ednca ed end triined artists ai.d a^achinis'^

of En J'lrd here to set up bi-i mi is, to pu'i his

whep!> in mo'.ion Ufjon tbe banks of the Mo-
hawk, the O»vasco. the Seteca and the Niagara
rivers 1

The explanation is a eiuple one; slavery

want^ as lilile of the i' dnstry of the white mar
in ibe nfitioi, as possible [Gteeis] Can ynu
tell me why it is that Ihf^ expentes of the qoveri.-

m* nt, wbi.li h vo riser in hhe- period rf 32 ^ cars

from tH!i n: V.i n'- of ddlsrs, to eighty, nirety

ard a h: nd ed m llions of dtllfirs an n^lly, n n*t

be bvle • in uch a way as to di conrpee Amer'-
c»n m nuf clur>^rs, and Ih; t the cefii-ie'c, ii'

theie be ;iy, of revep^je, Cfiust le p; id out. of

the SFilesrf tbe pcblic larjds Of t' e U it'd Sti-tes.

at h d'ihr :ird a quarter p^ r acre, when there
ere ill cr?»ry city, in every tftwp, in cv( ry vilJiige.

aid in < V( ly h-mlet of the lerd, peer, cnforiu
Ef-te wLiit' ruen, with their fartilies, seeking and

asking for a livipg npon this public domain,—

•

arjd w I'irg to crfiverf. it irf* fa'rr.w, y i"l''iro and
i-nyirg rc-Terue to tbe Utiied g'Stfsl It 13

f-iroply becusp slrivery is nnwillinf that the

f;ee white oan sbco'd go thrre. ("A; pi; VAf^.]

Can you accruut for thr ohstin- te viji^ Tree
'o the enlargetr.ent of the Erie caral, contiLued

s,o long, on any other gvrurd "?

Can yen teD me why it w-.'s that tweriy years

neo. this Hhcle State wr< filled vith n'-^rn) be-

C'Use equal Rrd free rducs-ion "n-'ss be'rg ex-

e/d'd to the children of the Catbrlic Fid the

'coeJsiier, uron tbe grcurd Ihpt, ps the ( hildren

<-f tbe foreigner were to be fuui-e mrm^iers of

the Sta'e, it was irriportsnt., not mo'e to them
than to the State itsflf, that they sir rid be pre-

pared for f i;izenshir.) "i Oh ! then th" Bible was
in dfnger, Ob ! tber the Piotestrnt clr?-. eh wps
to go ? own. All this hf>tdiiy to E^umni n was
thie srg^/esticn of sl'very in order tha^ free 'rhite

men might not come to s^ell the popu1r.tif n of

the free St-ites, find swarm into the n^w Strtes

beyond the Allegha-y MciH'tains. fApp'-irse]

Bat all this ia ended. The agents r (\ tbe

pRrties who were deceived, misled and je rverted,

who oppi-.-^ed the interests of frei don;. h;<Tp all

within six years f^'en ard disappeared. The
Whig party once cheiished by so m-ny of us,

>t.d relied up-^n with ff;ith ar.d hope agairst evi-

derc, prcved unfaithfol at last ard pni-hed,

r-nd I krow not one sound thirkini? man, how-
ever, much ftshe wnsattFchcd loit, thpthmevts
its loss. The American party that sought to de-

ceive itself with the idea thct it could secnre ftr-

rearacce for freedom in tbe new ajlinrcp formed
with slavi-holders in the fouth, suddet ly, eTen

moie s'lddenly disappeared, and there is rot one
man Jivi-g to vicdrcate its memory. Ard so the

Democratic party had a form and existence a

vear Rgo. Where is it now. It has charged its

foim 88 oft'=n a= a guilty dream. It was t-irsle,

uriled, urtenified f,r.d violent a yenr rgo. Six

,-);orths pas?fd and it wore two f rms in hostile

nttiiude agaitfct each'other. Six months later

the two have disappefsred, ard nowiti?i i owhere.

[Laughter and cheers ] An oppoMtion n- rrg^E-

!zpd but it is an orgFuzaticn, rot of tbe Dj^mo-

cratic psriy, but of three p'arties. It yiespnts

rot one (^andidPte, hut tbr.'P candidates f< r Pres-

ident. [Lanahfer, J It ccmes up to ficht its

llrst, last ard desperate battle with the Republi-

can patty which is ergsged in the tffi^rt and de-

termination to elect a Presideiit by a n.r j rily of

votes ; pod this hybrid party comes up a' d puts

ir:to the hands of the elector-', ballots tor scptter-

ine the vctps, not eoccer trating them
;
to defeat

the ele-tlon of a President of the Uriit'd States

becfuse you cannot agree whom y u '«ill elect.

Strange confusion of the times, this ! Hf.v?» you
ever studied the present creed of tbe opposition 1

I will erdeavor to recite it fcr you :

—

•'
I believe in intervening in the Territories of

th*^ U S for slaveiy ; I also fully believe id non-
• litervenirg in the Territories of t^'e ^I. S. for

'•hivery, f(«ngbter ] ard I further beli-ve thr.t it

is not right either to intervene cr to no*, inter-

pf ne, [renewed laughter ] Eich rf these three

ftriicles of faith is ess'rticl p.rd of savi? g hej-Uh

io (he raticn. He that is fsitbful n ust believe

• hem p.ll, Fvi be that is fa=thfu' mnt brlieveore

?.nd r^jerl the other two, [loars of hitgbif r ] I

bflieve in Stepten \. Deutlas as a cKiidid -te fcr

the Presidency of the U, S., and I pledge my&elf
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fo votn for bim to the pxrln-ion of everybody

elspi. I also bplipvf» in John C BreckpnrWgp.

and I plpilcif^ riiyself to vote for him to the ex

clnsion of Sirpben A. Donaiss and of rvryhod'

pis'* ; aud I also cqaally and froplicitiy belifv

ia John Bel! as a ctn'lidRte for Pn^sidont of tbe

U. S., fttid I plef^ge myself to vote for him to tb«

exfianon of Doualas Rnd Breckenri'-lge. I

promise faithfally to vote for tb^na all, and to

vole, at the same time, against cuhev one, ex

c-^pt the one not d«ignatr-d as my choice"

[Lanahter and grrat applaase ]

Now he-e is ibe trinity in nriity and niUy in

trinity, of ibe political church, jnst row can-iP

to x\^ bv the light of a ne.'? revelation, anr'

christened " Fasion.'' [Liaahtfr and cheers
]

And this " Fusion" nariy, what is the motive t«>

which it appeals 1 You may go wi;h me int.

the sfr.'e'ts to niaht and follow the Liule Giatts,

who £0 with tbfir icrch li his and t'ceir flannl-

iva banners of " Popniar Sovereignty ;" or yoc

may {Jo wilh the smaller and more Kelect and

moJtet band who ro for Brecker.rid ear.d slave-

ry ; or you um follow the music of the clanain;;

beU-i, [ifiuahte"] and, strange to say, they wil'

all brirg you into one common chambfr. [Lansb

ter,] When yru get there you will hf-ar onlj

this eiaoUon of the human hffat appealed to,

fpa',—fear that if you el^ct a President of lh<

United 8tatf8 according to the conslitnt'on an"

the li^'s tomorrow, ynu will wake up the nex^

day and fiad that y^u have no couatry for hire

to preside over. [Laughter] la that r;ot !•

strani^e ffolive ^or an Arooricin patriot to appea'

tol And in tha^. Sim' hall, amid tiejxrgono'

three diacordant msrabera of the Fsision i)arty

you =f ill h=ar ona araument, and that avgumpni

is, that so sure as you are £0 per-rerie as to cfs

ycu:- vote si-tly, lawfully, hoa-"(^llv, as yoa ou^h;

to do, for cna candidate for the Piesidency, iii-

^tead of seatterins it among three c^nlidateR,

^0 that EO Presidett may be elf cled, this Union

-hsU com" down over your Leads, involviog >ou

ind us in a common luln.

Felloo!' citizens, it is time, high time, that we
know whether Ihi? is a corsiitDti'mal gcva-a-

nent under which w^ live It, is high time that

ve feoow since the Uoion is threatened w:ho are

its friends and who aie its eEeuties. The Ee-

onblioan party who prrp'se in ih.> oid appoined

•ODstitntional way to cboore a President, ate

?vp)y man of them loyal to the Union. The dis-

loyalists, wherever the? may b >, are those who
are opposed to the Republican party aud at-

empt to prevFnt the elec.ion of a President. I

know that oar good and eatefm'=d neighbors

—

ijeaven knowr, I have c-iuse to ri»spec'.. and es-

ipem and honor and love them as I do, for such

a'.'igbbors as even my Dpmocraiic neigbb'.^rs, no

ithpr man ever had—I know ihat they do not

avow, nor d i Ibf-y mean to support or think

'Mey are ^upponicg disnuionists. But I ttU

hfm that he who pr.posf'S to lay hold of the

o-Uais of the Union and bring i* down into luin,

s a di-uniomst ; that every man who qactes

oim, and uses his threats and his menaces as an

argument against our fxerci.'-e of our duty, is an

better, unco-^fcious though be may be, of dis-

union ;
and that when tomoirow's fcm shall

iave spt and tfce next mornine's sun abal!_ have

risen upon tie American peo^ 1?, rejoicing in the

b=ction of Abrahara Lincoln to the Prer^idency,

[prolonged chr-ers ] those men who to day eym-

!.athiz3 wilh, uphold, i^upport and excasf the

li-nnioniBts, will have to make a sudden choice

md rboas.* wbr-ther, in the lauguasze of the Sen-

Uor from Qeorgi-i.. they wil! go f r treasm acd

s-> make it re'ipecta^'lo or whpther tbf'5 ^rill go

wilh as for F-.pedoin, for the ConstitatioD, aud

for Eviernal Union.



AMERICANS REPUDIATE FUSION!

SPEECH
OP

HON. JAMES 0. PUTNAM,
AGAIN'ST THE

SALE OF THE AMERICAN PARTY TO THE DOUGLAS

DEMOCRACY.

Delivered in Rochester, August 8, at a Meeting called by over

Pour Hundred Americans.

The following resolutions were presented by

RoswELL Hart, Esq., and adopted with im-

mense applause :

Resolved. That as Americans we supported Mr. Fill-

mo-c in l85Li, because of his flclelity, when at the head

of the Giivernment, to the great measures of peace

v/hich. un.ler tlie auspices of Mr. Clay, were pronounced

a-flnal scttlemont" of the shivery question: because of

ni3 manly opposition to the repeal of the ;>acred Com-

pact of 1S2II, which secured the territory north of 3G

degrees and 30 minutes, to freedom; because we be-

lieved tluit if elected, lie would bring the whole power

of his administration lo secure justici to every section,

and interest of the country. And we here tender him

our Iha^iks for so justly laving the responsibility of all

the evils which have afflicted the country for the last

six vears, in connection with the Slavery question to the

repeal of the Missouri Compromise. His letter to the

U:.i 'u meeting in New York, in February last, justifies

all we have ever clainued for his justice and magnani-

Resoh-pd, That, holding Stephen A. Douglas directly

responsible for the Repeal of the Missouri Compromise

and for the inauguration of the Revolutionary policy

which has thrown down so many of the safeguards of

the Constitution, converting it from an instrument of

justice between the different sections of the country into

an instrument of slave propagandism, at the expense of

the equality of the States, and the rights of free men
and free labor, we will never yield him, directly or in-

directly, our support ; we will never be the dupes of a

bargain which promises ten votes to a man we respect

and honor, while it creates twenty-five men of equal

power pledged ti the fortunes of Mr. Douglas.

RefO'ved, That in the Cliicago Platform on the sub-

ject of Slavery, we find principles for which, as Ameri-

cans, we have always contended, and we accept it as a

sound basis of political faith—faithful to the Constitu-

tion and the whole country.

Rp.so'.ved, That we support Abraham Lincoln bec.iuse

we see in his whole political life a sound, comprehensive
Statesmanship, a national heart that embraces in his af-

fections his whole countrv, and an eminent sense of

public justice. We find him firmly committed to the

gr.at principles of preserving freedom to territory now
free, and of resistance to the revolutionary doctrines of

the Democratic parly, we find him as finnly maintain-

ing all the balances and compromises of the Constitu-

tion made by our fathers, whose maintenance alone can
pri-serve in its integrity this glorious Republic.

Hon. James 0. Putnam, of Cliautauqua, was

then introduced by the President, and received

round after round of applause. He spoke as

follows

:

Gentlemen, your call is in these words :

"Of those who have been hitherto identified with the

American party, but who, since the recent attempt to

merge that organization into the Democratic party, and

seeiii" no practical way in which lliey can aid in Iho

election of Bell and Kverett, have determined to sup-

port Lincoln and Hamlin for the Presidency and Vice-

Presidency <'f the L'nited Stales, as the best and only

alternative left for their political action."

I am happy to meet you on this occasion. I

know the ground on which I tread ; I know the

men at wliose siimmons I li.ave appeared here
;

men who formed a part of that body of one hun-

dred and twenty-five thousand of the citizens of

New York who in 1856 sought to restore peace

to the country and justice to its Administration,

by the election of Millard Fillmore. Men wlio

recognize in no man living an inftillible teacher ;

on whose necks is found no collar inscribed

"Born thrall of Cedric." Men of independent

thought, who spurn alike the thraldom of reli-

gioifs hierarchies and of political juntas. Men
trained tor the most part in the school of Henry

Clay, who learned from his lips those sentiments

of national justice and national brotherhood,

whicli have inspired, and ever will inspire, their

political action. Men, I will add, who bring to

the Republican altar no apologies for their politi-

cal past, and no hostages but their own true

hearts for their political future. You say in your

call that it is your purpose in the campaign of

1 860, to vote for Abraham Lincoln. Your oigan-

ization to which you adhered as I adhered so

long as it had a single flag waving, as an inde-

pendent power, has gone down under the flood

of current events.

There is no American party, it has no candi-

date for the Presidency, and all its members
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have melted or will melt away into one of the

two great parlies which are contesting for New
York. For, gentlemen, there are but two parties

in tliis state. Virtually tliere are but two candi-

dates—Lincoln and Douglas. With all the re-

spect I entertain for Mr. Bell, I say he has no
party in New York. He has tlie shadow of one,

it is but a shadow, its substance is Douglas. lie

has some fiiends wlio say tliey liave secui'ed ten

electoral votes to aid in his election, but with the

san^e breath, thoy confess that they create twenty-

five men to strike him down in the Electoral Col-

lege. It may seem a serious and manly game to

those wlio play it, but to us who refuse to unite

in thus garlanding our ancient friend for the altar

of his enemies, it seems the broadest farce ever

enacted before high Heaven. Gentlemen, I too,

shall vote for Abraham Lincoln; not because I

indorse everything that every Republican orator

has uttered on the stump or elsewhere ; not be-

cause I a])prove of every measure which some
members of the party have sought tj engraft on
State Legislation ; not because I have changed
my own views upon the questions which arose

in 1850 to divide the Whig party, and which
entered more or less into the discussions of the

canvass of 1S56 ; not because I have grown less

national in my political sympathies or senti-

ments ; not because I think " the universal ne-

gro " is my social equal, or in any State wliere

the Anglo Saxon race is the dominant one, he
should be made in all respects their political

equal. Others may vote for him, for any or all

of these reasons, but as for me and my house, I

sustain him because I believe him to be a just

and adequate man ; because on the question of

the day the Republican party at the Chicago

convention planted itself on ground which I be-

lieve to be just and national, and because I be-

lieve the country needs repose on the subject of

slavery, in its legislative halls, and that this end-
less agitation of the slavery question can never

be siijjpi-essed until we overtln-ow the arch agi-

tators, the chief thunderers on this Negro Olym-
pus—the leaders of the Democratic party.

Gentlemen, I do not come liere to disguise any
fact or any sentiment, birt to present my views of

the questions of the day as frankly as my nature

is capable of presenting them. I start then with
this proposition : My support of Lincoln, in view
of the principles involved in the contest, is to

me, a New York American, the natural, the logi-

cal sequence of my support of Mr. Fillmore in

1856. The corollary of the proposition is this :

To vote for twenty-tive electors jjledged to Mr.

Douglas, thus giving him about one-sixth of all

necessary to secure his election, however the

dose may be sweetened to prevent nausea, would
be to belie my whole life, and sacrifice every

principle for which, as an American, I contended.

First. I ask you, what class of men north and
south did Mr. Fillmore represent ? The old

Whig or Clay party south who had no sympa-
tliies with the slave propagandising element of

the Democratic party, or with the repeal of the

Missouri Compromise, but having an earnest

purpose to rebuke that sttipendous wrong by the

elevation of a man known to be hostile to it.

Men whose fortunes were bound up with the

South, but still of just and moderate views of

the Henry Clay type on the whole group of the

slavery questions. Men who stood, as they
now stand, ready to put down disunion wherever
and whenever it shows its bydi'a bead, and who

then felt as we felt, that the only way to restore

peace to the country, was to overthrow the

Democratic party, whose whole life and breath is

agitation.

The American party at the North, and espe-

cially in New York, were men, the great body
of whom, in relation to the revolution inaugu-
rated in 1854, and in relation to the otrtrages of

border ruffianism in Kansas, and in relation to

the great doctrines of the Fathers, that Freedom
is the creature of divine law, the normal condi-

tion of every inch of territory, and slavery the

creature of local law, sympathised with the Re-
ptiblicans. Those were living issues, and upon
them they cordially agreed. Tliere were dead
qitestions, not issues, growing out of tlie Com-
promise of 1850, which were galvanized into

spasmodic action in that campaign, about which
they dilfered with the Republicans. But they

had no practical bearings, and were only of ser-

vice to intensify and embitter the canvass.

Every act of the Democratic party and of its

leaders, from 1854 down through the canvass of

1856, was calculated to inflame to madness the

northern mind. The repeal of the Missouri Com-
promise promising peace, and giving us civil war,

making the territory of Kansas the theatre of un-
paralleled outrages and wrongs, for a time jostled

the most conservative men from their calm
anchoraiie, while they kindled into devouring

fiame the great mass of the opposition. Then
succeeded the attack of Brooks on Sumner, in

the Senate, the most dastardly and base act of

cowardice that ever degraded a legislative hall,

an act sanctioned, honored and rewarded by the

Democratic South. Then it was that a storm of

indignation arose at the Nortli, which when at

its height would have swept before it the pillars

of the government, had they stood in its way.

The Presidential campaign came on the heel of

all these events, and it took a man storm proof

to resist the current that swept devouringly by
him. But the great mass of New York Ameri-

cans remembered that in the slave States were

the old friends of the Union and the Constitution,

their brother Girondists, who were willing to try

with tliem to find a deliverance by the middle

path of conservative action. They hoped to do

so by the election of Millard Fillmore. And
here let me for the truth of history say, that the

great body of New York Americans sustained

Mr. Fillmore to elect him. If any man in tlie

American party employed it to draw off forces

from the support of Fremont to enure to tlie

benefit of Buchanan, he was a betrayer of a noble

tritst for the most unworthy purposes. I

thought, you thought, we could overtlirow the

Democratic party, and rebuke Pierce and Doug-
las and all other plotters against their country's

peace, by preserving our relations with our

Southern allies. We tried it faithfully, we failed

signally, and under circumstances much more
favorable for an election of a middle groimd man
by a middle ground party than the present.

And if there be a single Republican within the

sound of my voice, who still doubts the sound-

ness of Mr. Fillmore on the question of the Re-

peal and its outgrowths, let me tell him that had
we succeeded, and not failed with our candidate

as you failed with yours, border rufiianism, and

ballot box stuffing, would never have been heard

of in Kansas, but the whole power of the gov-

ernment would have been brought to give securi-

ty and peace to the settlers, and Kansas, long ere



this, would have taken lier place as a free State

in the glorious sislerliocl of the Republic. But
we failed, and you failed, and between our di-

vided forces the Democratic party entered upon
new successes to the perpetration of new out-

rages, and of bolder attacks upon the Federal

Constitution. It has taken long strides toward

the complete revolution of the government on

the slavery question, it needs but the success of

the author of all our present evils to consummate
their purpose.

We sustained Jlr. Fillmore to rebuke and sup-

press the agitation, by the Democratic party, of

slavery in Congress. Its agitation by discussion

among the people upon ethical or economic prin-

ciples, if it must pass by that name, can never,

ought never to be suppressed. You must crush

out all thought, all sensibility, all human feeling,

before civilized men will cease to discuss all the

relations which labor bears to capital in any quar-

ter of the globe. So long as man is interested in

his fellow-man, so long he will feel and write,

and talk upon a question so close to the heart of

humanity. But when it comes to acts of aggres-

sive legislation, when tlie public peace is dis-

turbed by revolutionary doctrines, engrafted upon
the compact of the Fathers, or by revolutionar}-

overthrow of subsequent compacts of equal moral
force and obligation ; when the stronger in politi-

cal power thus seek to defraud the weaker

;

whether the aggression come from North or from
the South, from slave propagandists, or abolition

propagandists, then is-the time for conservative

men to take the lield, and to resist the innovation.

You and I recognize all the constitutional rights

of slavery, we take that sacred instruuient in its

letter, we take it as expounded by the framers,

and tiie succeeding generation of states.men, and
we find that the relation of servile labor is recog-

nized, and to a certain extent its security guar-

anteed. We do not stop to ask whether the

Federal Constitution adopted in 1787, accords

with all the general doctrines of the Magna Charta

of 177d, we find certain provisions in the bond
of 1787, and we adhere to tliem. We will not

agitate their repeal ; we will frown down and if

we can, we will vote down every party and every

man who seeks to disturb the original bond of

the American Union.

I repeat, we sustained Mr. Fillmore to rebuke
and suppress the agitation of slavery by the

Democratic party in Congress.

The responsibility of all our modern agitation

which has been in the least alarming, lies at the

door of the Democratic party. Let us con.sult

history. The North has been anti-slavery in

general sentiment, almost from the beginning of

the government. But the Democratic and Whig
parties kept up their organizations, and fought
all their battles over monetary cxuestions and
questions of National industry and commerce,
down to 1844. A few abolitionists petitioned

earlier than that for the abolition of slavery in

the District of Columbia, and after the settle-

ment of the right of petition as a principle, tliey

were powerless, arid the merest fragment of the
Northern opposition votes. The first great ele-

ment of agitation, was the annexation of Texas,
sought by Southern Democratic statesmen to in-

crease the political power of slavery, and enhance
the value of that relation of labor.

The Whig party of the North resisted it to a

man. Mr. Webster was then at the lieight of his

influence and power, and in the Senate and out

of the Senate his mighty utterance was against

the project, because it increased the luimber of

slave States with the original inequalities ceded
by the Constitution.

Tlie Southern Whig party also resisted it, as

a measure of the dominant party, if not because

in sympathy with their Northern allies. The
Democracy triumphed. Texas was admitted,

and " agitation " was fairly inaugurated as one
of our political divinities.

The next disturbance of the peace of the

country was the Mexican war, carried on to se-

cure new territory for the very same purpose
that Texas was annexed—territory for more slave

States. The project succeeded so far as the

acquisition was concerned, bat it did not work to

the will of the authors. This Northern hive of

freemen, the restless foot of whose adventure

scales every height, traverses every desert, cros-

ses every sea, to test every new source of wealth

before any other part of the world has put on its

saudels for the journey, had opened the golden
gate of Oalifoi-nia, and crowned her with the

evergreen wreath of freedom before the shackles

were forged that were to bind her upon the altar

of slavery. Another Minerva, she sprang full

armed from the head of northern labor, and
claimed to add another star to her country's

ensign.

Yuii know the subsequent history, the Com-
promise of 1850, which so divided for a time the

country and parlies. No matter who was right

or who was wrong in their views of that set-

tlement, it was made amid a storm of public

passion which was many months in subsiding.

Buf substantially it did subside. The greatest

hostility to the measures was found in the Wiiig

party north, who felt that California had a right

to come in on lier own merits, and tliat her ad-

mission should not form the basis of a compro-
mise upon a series of questions. Many of you,

with me, followed I\Ir. Clay then as we follow

him now. I say the storm had substantially

subsided when, in 1852, the Whig party and that

portion of it, too, who had most strenuously

resisted the Compromise measures, nominated
for its Presidential candidate a supporter of those

measures, General Scott, and placed him upon a

platform which expressly declared tliat those

compromise measures, " the act known as the

Fugitive Slave Law included," were received

and acquiesced in by the Whig party of the

United States as a " settlemeyit in principle and
substance of the dangerous and exciting ques-

tions which they embrace." It further declared

tliat it "deprecated all further agitation of the

question thus settled."

General Scott, on this platform, received over

one liundred and fifty thousand Whig votes iu

New York, while the whole abolition and anti-

compromise vote was but a little over thirty

thousand. It was a halcyon time, the winter of

our discontent was passing away, " and the voice

of the turtle was heard in the land." General

Fierce came to the Presidential chair congratu-

lating the country upon its repose, and referred

in his Message to those measures as a final settle-

ment of the slavery question. Pandora's box was
hermetically sealed. An administration favor-

able to the measures was triumphantly in the

ascendant, and it was in the power of the Demo-
cratic party to keep sealed that box, and to secure

everlasting repose to the country on the slavery

question ; I mean so far as Congressional or State



legislative action is concerned. I do not believe

there was a man at the Noi'tli who hoped to

create an anti-slavery party strong enough to get

jiosse'ssion of, or any strong influence in the gov-

ernment, if tlie Democratic party made no new
aggressive advance. It' there was one sucli he
would have been most signally disappointed.

Tlie occupation of agitators was gone, the coun-

try panted for repose. It felt its constitutional

obligations, and was ready to obey them. There

was no fuel to kindle new lues, and the old ones

were fast being smothered in their own ashes.

The opposition to tlie Democratic party would
soon have consolidated itself upon some basis, or.

industrial, or monetary oy other questions. It

was very plain sailing—the trouble was not to

keep, but to break tlie peace. Now, gentlemen,

in the winter of 1854 tlie winds were all loose

again, the ocean was lashed into fury, and the

widest spirits were riding, D':^t directing, the

storm.

The fatal box liad been again opened, and
Hope herself, this time, escaped.

Gentlemen, who let loose the winds ? Who
afresh fanned into flames that reached the heav-

ens the passions of an infuriated people ? Who
was tliis time the arch Agitator ? Whose was

the sacrilegious hand that hurled into a fairer

dome than that of Ephesus, the brand which
kindled into devouring tire the division wall

between Freedom and Slavery ? Was it Senator

Seward, or Giddings, or Garrison, or Sumner ?

It was the man who, in 1S44, in a speech made
at Carrolton, Illinois, is reported to have used

these words of the noble author of the Missouri

Compromise

:

" Henry Clay is a black-hearted traitor, and the only

American statesman who ever sold himself for British

geld."

I quote from the "Peoria Democratic Union,"

his own organ, as I find it in " The Workl."

The man who now with hands dyed with the

blood of more than five hundred American citi-

zens who fell in the civil war of Kansas, conjur-

ed by his damnable spells, sues to the friends of

Henry Clay to lift him out of his political deeps

and stamp him with the royalty of patriotic

statesmanship.

The man who after pouring the lowest abuse

upon the American party, scoffing at it, railing

at it like a very drab, now skulks about its car-

cass, which prays for friendly entombment, and

begs that with its poor remains he may patch up
his ladder to the Presidency. And I am sorry to

say that the debris of the American party of iN'ew

York is now so poor, is sunk so low from its

former glory, that it has no higher office than

that. A round in the ladder of Douglas' ambi-

tion. If he shall attain his purpose, he will

surely to the ladder turn his back

—

" Scorninpr the base degrees
By which he did ascend."

I question no man's right of independent po-

litical action ; I exercise it myself ; biit I do

speak of the business of transferring the poor

remains of the once noble American party to the

bitterest enemy of all it has ever held sacred.

As an American, who never asked of the party
' but one favor, that of serving it faithfully, with

110 reward save the consciousness of duty done

—I wash my hands of it. If I wanted to sup-

port Mr. Douglas, I would do it, boldly, unapolo-

getically. Kever iu masquerade, never iu so

thin a disguise as this which Ottendorfer has
taught them to loathe.

We are on the subject of the democracy re-

sponsible for slavery agitation. I have shown
yoit who re-opened the closed controversy.

Douglas' and Pierce's administration, followed
by Buchanan's attempt to force Slavery on Kan-
sas by bayonet and fraudulent ballot—the Dred
Scott decision, striking down with one fell swoop
the common law doctrine in relation to slavery,

and the Constitution, as established and inter-

preted by the Fathers and their successors, down
to Pierce's Administration—the still bolder and
constantly increasing demands for a Slave code,

for intervention to protect slavery ;—all these

fresh elements of agitation are the witnesses to

sustain my charge.

Now let me call a witness from abroad. In

1850 the American party North and South at-

tempted to overthrow the Democratic party,

because they agitated the slavery question.

I hold in my hand a coj^y of a letter of that

noble old Whig and American, Kenneth Raynor,
of North Carolina, written in October of 1856, to

an American meeting in Pennsylvania. He says :—" It is the Democratic party leaders and their

drill sergeants throughout the Union who are

the authors of all the evils that now beset the

country, growing ottt of the slavery question.

It is no new thing with that party ; it is an old

game with them."
He proceeds to say that they saw the only

chance of keeping power was to " get up anotlier

furore aboitt slavery," and they foitnd an oppor-

tunity in the organization of the territoj-ial gov-

ernment in Kansas, and at the wave of the

wand of the democratic magicians Slavery

agitation rose iu full panoply from the grave.
" From that day. to this," he says, " the country

has Itad no peace ; Slavery agitation rules the

hour." Four years later I echo him, " From
that day to this the country has had no peace

;

slavery agitation rules the hour."
This is one of hundreds of kindred testimony

from Americans of the South, that the Demo-
cratic party is resisonsible for Slavery agitation.

I l)ring another witness and the last one.

Our leader in 1S56, Millard Fillmore, said in

his letter to the Union meeting last winter, held

in New York, " that the floods of evil now
swelling and threatening to overthrow the Con-
stitution aud deluge this land with fraternal

blood, were traceable"—to Stephen A. Douglas?
" to this unfortunate act."—[Repeal of the Mis-

souri Compromise.]
This was after the John Brown raid, and the

attempt to fasten the responsibility of that mad
project on the mere discussions of the institution

of slavery by Northern Statesmen.

Let them call further witnesses who want them.

You know, and I know, that Mr. Douglas called

into being the Republican party. He exorcised

a spirit of whose nature he knew little, when
mad ambition led him to tear down that sacred

rampart of freedom^ while he let slip the dogs

of war to ravage and desolate the plains of that

territory. He may degrade the candidacy for the

Presidency to as low a point as he will, by wan-
dering over the country showing his wounds,
and appealing to men whom ho has spent his

life in villifying. But he will learn from tens of

thousands of such men as Richard W. Thomp-
son, of Indianna, who participated in the nomi-

nation of Mr. Bell, aud preferred his election to



that of any of the other candidates, but who is

disgusted with the attempt to set Douglas on

Mr. Bell's shoulders, and now declares, "Mr.
Bell shall never he elected hy my consent, by a bar-

gain with Mr. Douglas and his friends, or with

Mr. Breckinridge a)id his frie7ids." 'Tisanageof

short memories, but Mr. Douglas's political past

is not forgotten, and the great body of Ameri-

cans will of this give him most emphatic evi-

dence.

I tliink you now understand what I meant when
I said that my support of Mr. Lincoln is the logi-

cal sequence of my support of Mr. Fillmore. I

was then trying to rebuke and suppress agita-

tion. The experiment proved that it could not

be done in connection with our conservative

Southern allies. The reign of terror which

crushes out all freedom of political action at the

South will not now permit of their union with

the Northern opposition on affirmative grounds.

We must first beat the Democracy.

The pressure was so great even in 1856, that

at least iifty thousand men who should have

voted for Mr. Fillmore, skulked under the wing

of the democracy to avoid the stigma of sup-

porting an Abolitionist.

Tiie cry of mad dog was raised against Mr.

Fillmore at the South, and he lost a half-dozen

Southern States through the sheer cowardice of

men who should have resisted the senseless howl.

Themselves at heart opposed to slavery agitation,

they sougliL refuge from the home storm in the

camp of the agitators. I saw this timidity on the

p.irt of our Southern allies, in that campaign,

and I forewarned them. I addressed a letter in

the middle of September to an American journal

in tlie South, which was widely published in our

organs North and South, in which I used this

language

:

'• We of the North, who stand by the consti-

tutional rights of our southern brethren, but

without abandoning our own, expect the same
class of our southern brethren to stand with us

iu this crisis. * * * If the South shall con-

clude that their safety is in the arms of a south-

ern sectional party, we of the North shall not

mistake, nor shall we fail to improve the lesson.

Northern conservatives deprecate sectional par-

ties, but if such they must have, they will not

go south of Mason-and-Dixon's line for political

association. We shall fight on our own ground
and for our own section. This is the first law of

nature, and we need no instruction to obey it,

save the force of example." Now, the great

mass of conservatives of the South, were true

in that campaign, but there were enough cowards

among them to leave Mr. Fillmore high and dry

on the beach in every Southern State* excepting

gallant Jhiryland, demonstrating to my mind,
that the business of redeeming the country, from
democratic license, and of suppressing slavery

agitation, must devolve, for once, on the North-
ern opposition. So I then said to our southern
allies—so I now say and act.

Fiddling for Mr. Douglas, "the author of all

our evils," as Mr. Fillmore tells us, holding iip

his skirt tails as he perambulates over the coun-

try iu search of his mother, putting our necks
under Iiis feet that he may have altitude enough
to reach the Presidency, is not my way of sup-
pressing agitation or ot rebuking agitators.

While i was thus prepared for a northern alle-

giance in the campaign of 18tjO, I never would
have so allied myself, liad the Republican pajty

assumed a revolutionary or aggressive position

toward the South. Their platform is entirely

conservative, for it proposes to adhere to the old

policy and to resist the new. It is substantially

that of the Binghamton (American) platform.

Its fourth resolution says, substantially, " You
fifteen Southern States have your slavery ; it is

your business not ours. The government owes
you protection against all invasion from without,

and your own exclusive control over your insti-

tutions is just and necessary to mainUiin this

Union, and to all your rights the llepublican

party pledges itself." Its other resolutions

touching slavery, are but a re-affirmation of the

life-long doctrines of Clay and Webster.

They have placed in nomination for the Presi-

dency, a man who, deeply sympathizing with the

central idea of the Republican party, preserva-

tion to freedom of territories now free, holds to

every general conservative principle which we
advocated in 1856.

He realizes, as we do, the necessity of a pres-

ent union of the northern opposition to over-

throw the reigning dynasty, but except as a ne-

cessity, this temporary separation of tlie opposi-

tion is not to his taste, more than it is in yours

or mine. With that ingenuous, transparent

truthfulness which seeks no concealments, ho
has expressed his views on this sirbject iu his

published speeches.

In his spt-ech delivered at Cincinnati, in Sep-

tember, 1859, he says :

' There are plenty of men in tlie Slave States

that are altogether good enough for me to be

either President or Vice-President provided they

will profess their sympathy with our purpose,

and will place themselves on the ground that our

men, upon principle can vote for them. I should

be glad to have some of the many good, and
able, and noble men of the South, to place tliem-

selves where we can confer upon them the high

honor of an election upon one or the other end
of the ticket. It zcould do my sold good to do that

thing. It would enable us to teach them that,

inasmuch as we select one of their own number
to carry out our principles, we are free from the

charge that we mean more than xce say."

Is that being cabined, cribbed and confined

within the walls of a bigoted sectionalism ?

Let me read one further extract from the same
speech, for it reveals, as in a mirror, the whole

head and heart of Abraham Lincoln on this ques-

tion of slavery. He says :

"I .say we must not interfere with the institu-

tion of slavery iu the States where it exists, be-

cause the Constitution forbids it, and the gene-

ral welfare does not require us to do so. We
must not withhold an efficient Fugitive Slave

Law, because the Constilutiun requires us, as I

understand it, not to withhold such a law. But
we must prevent the outspreading of the insti-

tution, because neither the Constitution nor gene-

ral welfare requires us to extend it. We must
prevent the revival of tlie African slave trade,

and the enacting by Congress of a Territorial

Slave Code."
Such is Abraham Lincoln. It sounds like a

passage from Clay or Webster, defining in terms

so clear, so just, so bold and graphic, the con-

stitutional rights and duties of the American
j)eople.

And yet with the Chicago platform before

them, with Lincoln's avowed national sentiments

before them, the charge is made that "aboli-



tion " is the central purpose the vital energising

force of the Republican party, and this by men
wlio ought o know better.

Mr. Lincoln, I believe, will be elected Presi-

dent by the people, and yet if he had avowed
himself in favor of aggressive movements against

slavery in the States, he could not receive a sin-

gle electoral vote. I go farther, and say that if,

when elected, he should turn liis administration
into one of abolition propagandism, if he should
falsify the Chicago platform, and seek, not fairly

to carry out the avowed purposes of the Repub-
lican party, but to build up a Northern aggres-

sive, slavery-agitation party, his administration

would sink even to a lower deep than Mr. Bu-
chanan's has reached He would not have a
score of members of Congress from the whole
North to sustain him.

He will receive at least two hundred and fifty

thousand votes in the State of New York from
men who would rise in tlieir indignation to over-

whelm his administration and his treasonable

advisers.

The seventy-five thousand supporters of Mr.
Fillmore in 1856, now supporting Mr. Lincoln in

New York, would lead the van of that army of

men who would rise to hurl him from power.
I know the case is not supposable, for Lincoln
has the royal impress of an lionest man on his

soul, and the union of these States by the main-
tenance of all the Constitutional rights of all its

interests and sections, is tlie master-passion of

his political nature. Nevertheless, 1 use this

method of saying what I know—that the Repub-
lican party could not live an hour, would be as

poor and contemptible as the Garrison party of

Abolitionists, if it should come into power with
a lie in its right hand, on this question of pre-
servinfT, in good faith, the balances of the Con-
stitution.

But are there not orators in the Republican
party who are full of bitterness and denuncia-
tion of the South, and of tlieir institutions ?

Certainly there are a few men ; about three or

four names are generally served up to u.s by our
Bell-Union friends, of that stamp. But what has
that to do with the administration of Mr. Lincoln ?

They dwell on the horrible side of slavery,

until it broods over their souls like a hideous
nightmare, and they serve up to us a dish of

atrocities every time they open their lips. I

confess it is not to my taste, and I know little of
their speeches, save from report. I have learned

luore of that class of speeches, from that retired

but cultivated and most excellent gentleman,
the Hon. Daniel D. Barnard, who seems to have
a morbid passion for groping about in the charnel
house, when he could feed on the fair mountains
and in the green valleys where Abram Lincoln
would lead him, than from all other sources.

He has made a comprehensive paper of " Elegant
Extracts," from that class of Philipics. I should
as soon think of gathering up the mad and trea-

sonable rhetoric of Keitt and laying it at the door
of Breckinridge. There are all borts of tempe-
raments in the Republican party. It has been on
the defensive for six years, resisting aggressions

every hour. The accomplished Sumner, elected

by a coalition of Abolitionists and Democrats, to

the Senate, has deep private griefs to stimulate
his natural hate of slavery ; while the earnest

and eloquent Lovejoy hears the voice of his

brother crying from the ground, calling upon
h.im to avenge his martyrdom.

There is another class, philosophic thinkers,
who discuss this question of labor North and
South, and its relation to capital, and a few of
their aphorisms have almost frightened our
"Union" friends out of their senses. Senator
Seward at the North, and Senator Hunter at the
South, are the leading representatives of this

class. Both scholars, both philosophic, calm,
earnest thinkers. The one thinks free labor the
best system in all latitudes; the other thinks the
servile relation best, certainly in the planting
States. The one concurs with Jefi'erson, who
seems to me to be the political father of Senator
Seward, for I know of no man who so completely
mirrors him in his general views of society, and
the relations and rights of individual man ; while
the other thinks Jefferson was in error, and de-
votes himself to educating over again the South-
ern mind. Now I need not say in this presence
that I do not concur in all the abstract notions
of either of these gentlemen. I have for twenty
years differed with Mr. Seward in opinion upon
some questions. I gave him my first vote for

Governor ; I wrote in his behalf my first news-
paper article more than twenty years ago

;
yet I

soon discovered that upon some questions we did
not concur, but they were questions about which
men ever have differed and ever will differ, and,
generally of an abstract character.

But I never saw the day when I did not be-
lieve that Mr. Seward, if called to the Presidency,
would administer the government on this very
question upon a basis which the whole country
would deem entirely just, national, wise and
patriotic. He may think, as a philosopher, that

there is an " irrepressible conflict " between the
two systems of labor, and the Democractic party
is certainly doing all in its power to justify the
opinion, and that one or the other must prevail

universally. But I see no more harm in this

abstract opinion when uttered by Seward than
when uttered by .Jefferson, with whom he con-
curs. The question is, what policy would Mr.
Seward advise as a Republican leader, so far as

he could influence it—not what abstract opinion
does he entertain of the future of slavery. I

do not think there is an intelligent Bell-Everett

man in the State of New York who believes he
would advise any aggressive action upon the
Southern States, or upon their constitutional

safeguards. Mr. Seward is undoubtedly a bold
thinker, but his whole life and whole character

impress upon me the conviction that in action,

with governmental responsibilities on liis should-
ers, he would be as conservative as justice could
ask. Radical abstract thought and conservative

practical action, are by no means incompatible.

I have said this much of a few of the Repub-
lican leaders, because of the attempt to use their

names as nurses do stories of ghosts, to frighten

children.

We never hear of Mr. Corwin, or Edward
Bates, or of any of that school of Republicans,
from our alarmists, I don't believe we shall

And Ihem c^uoting a late article of the Courier

& Inquirer, Mr. Seward's most intimate, per-

sonal and devoted organ, in which it declares

that the negro is better off in present slavery,

than he would be in a state of freedom, and
that it is opposed to his emancipation without
expatriation.

The discussion of issues I shall leave to those

who follow me. Indeed, you have already

formed your opinions, or you would not be here



enrolling yourself under the Lincoln banner.
You are determined upon resisting in the only
feasible way the revolutionary doctrines inaugu-
rated by Mr. Douglas. You believe tlie system
of free labor to be now, and in all future time,
best for the white race, best for humanity. You
will seek to preserve our territories and our pres-
ent Free States for tliat system of labor. Tlie
State of Texas, now enveloped with incendiary
fires, its citizens butchered by brutal force, and,
more horrible still, its women violated by savage
heat, oppressive fear and danger every wliere, the
legitim.ate fruits of a system wliich ignores the
principle of personal freedom, is an argument
more persuasive than all the rhetoric in tlie uni-
verse, in favor of bestowing upon the labor of
any State the right of life, liberty and the pur
suit of happiness. You will not build our future
empire on the crater of a Vesuvius, wlieu you
can find the solid rock or the firm earth for a
foundation.

I notice your call, among other reasons for your
action, expresses the impossibility of electing Mr.
Bell, You lionor Mr. Bell as a man and a states-

man. So do I, and never until now has my politi-

cal action been severed from his. But, gentle-
men, he has no distinct party at the Nortli, and
the only hope of his friends is to defeat an elec-
tion by the people, and throw the Presidency
into that boiling cauldron, the House of Repre-
sentatives. They chaffer and bargain here with
Douglas, in New Jersey with Breckinridge, any-
where with anybody, friends or foes, " black
spirits or while, blue spirits or gray," who will
give them a coalition. In this state they are
tickled with ten electors for Mr. Bell, and then
create twenty-five to let Douglas swallow up the
ten. No calamity could befall the country equal
to that which would ensue from throwing the
election into Congress.
The genius of jobs would preside, and corrup-

tion unparalleled, undermining all public confi-
dence in official purity, and sending its demoraliz-
ing influence down through every grade of official

station, and eveu into the ranks of the people,
poisoning all the fountains of our political life,

would be the most necessary result. It is an
experiment upon the public morality we cannot
afford. Let somebody be elected by tlie College,
let Lincoln go to tlie wall if anybody else is

stronger with the people—only save us the perils
which thicken around this Congressional experi-
ment.
Gentlemen. I end as I began, by saying that

I want an end to this negro agitation. If the
democratic party will stop legislating in Con-
gress and in the Supreme Court about tlie negro,
we will go to legislating for the white man!
If they will stop agitating and leave us alone,
the negro will sink out of sight as a political

character. We know lie is'of an inferior race,
inferior normally, inferior by force of circum-
stances which press down upon him heavily at
the north as well as at the south. He is un-
der the social mill stone, and so far as his status
in society is concerned, he is everywhere at the
bottom, and persistently kept there. If there is

any creature I pity in the world, it is the negro.
In his native land he is the victim of civil wars

—

without any opportunity for elevation above the
lowest grade of barbarism. Stolen from his tro-
pical home, he is the victim of the iieartless cu-
pidity of the white man—driven into the slave
shambles, robbed of every blessinn of a personal
freedom—In the slave State he has no home,
and by law, no wife, no children, no name, no
life but task work for another. At the north, it

is a little better, yet he is here by the social law-

driven out of every employ that would give hiia
fellowship with white labor. He whitewashea
walls, and once shaved our faces ; but this is novr
denied him. The white man has turned barber.
He cannot eat with us, nor worship God with i;s,

nor receive his education with us. If he learns
a mechanic's trade, and enters a shop to sell his
skill for bread, every white man drops his tool,
and "you leave, or I must," is the universal cry.

I am not complaining. I am stating facts

—

exhibiting to you the fruits of a social law which
at the North has the force of an instinct. Give
to the negro what you will, so long as he occu-
pies his present relation to northern society, you
will give him but a stone for bread and a scor-
pion for fish. Remove from him this mountain
of prejudice which all men feel, the most hu-
mane as well as the most unfeeling, a prejudice
which places the negro beyond the possibility
of social or citizen elevation, and you will do
him a service—a service which, until your in-
stincts are changed, will never be done him.
In the midst of the white race he is an inferior
in every relation, bond or free, the slave of caste
if not of law. Yet this is no reason why we
should enslave him, no reason why we should
demoralize our own posterity by establisliing the
institution of slavery over our western domain.
It is a reason why we should treat with charity
and tenderness these children of our Common
Father—why, in every way which Christian
philanthropy dictates and the law of our nature
admits, we should seek his moral and social
elevat'.on.

It is the office of a powerful Christian State

To civilize the rude, unpolished world
And lay it under the restraint of laws.
To m:ike mun mild and sociable to man,
To cullivate the wild, licentious savage
With wisdom, discipline and 1 beral aVts.

The embellishments of life. Virtues like these
Male human nature shine, reform the soul
And break our fierce barbarians into men.
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Douglasism Exposed and Eepiiblicanism Vindicated.

Fellow-Citizens: This meeting is called to
ratify the nominations of your State Convention.
I am a stranger among you, and have no imme-
diate interest in the affairs of your Slate; but
nevertheless I can tell you that the citizens of
my State ratify your nominations as heartily as
you do. [Cheers.] In the nomination of Morgan
and Campbell they see the guaranty of a glorious
victory in November. [Aiiplause.] You do not
expect me to speak about State affairs. I will,

therefore, at once turn your attention to national
topics. [Cheers.] I may draw heavily upon your
patience. I hope you will bear with me. [Cheers.]
A Voice—We'll stand it three hours. fLautrh-

ter.l

In a contest of great principles, like that which
is now agitating the country, I am little inclined
to discuss the personal qualities of candidates

;

but, when the individual merits of a man are set
up as his principal claim to the highest and most
responsible office in the Republic, it i.s natural
that we should feel obliged to examine his history
and character with more than ordinary care.

It is a notorious fact that the friends of Judge
Douglas in the Northern States solicit the vole
of the people on the ground that ho has done
more for the freedom of the Territories, and that
he is a truer champion of free labor, and besides,
a greater statesman, than any living individual.
Thus a personal issue is urged upon us, and wo
are ready to accept it. This will be the subject
of my remarks to-night. I shall not transgress
the limits of propriety, but I ara determined to
call things by their right names.
What is it that entitles Judge Douglas to the

high-sounding appellation, "the Champion of
Freedom," or " the greatest of living statesmeni"
Is it his past career, or is it his present position 1

You can survey the history of this " Champion

of Freedom " at a single glanco. The Judge hai
his Free-Soil record—what Northern Pro-Slavery
man has not "i But there is hardly a prominent
man in political life who has taken more jiains
tiian he to disclaim and apologize for his early
Antj-Slavery sentiments. So we may drop this
subject. What follows is more instructive.

In 1820, the Missouri Compromise was framed
as a sacred compact between the two sections of
the Union. By virtue of that Compromise, Mis-
souri was admitted as a Slave State, and Arkan-
sas as a Slave State

; and thus the free North, as
one party to the contract, paid down its i^rice for
the Slavery prohibition north of 36° 30'. Was
Mr. Douglas ever heard to express any doubt as
to the constitutionality of the Missouri Compro-
mise so long as it served to augment the number
of Slave States 1 It was to him, as to all others,
" a sacred and inviolable compact"—as sacred
and inviolable as the Constitution itself; and ho
cuised the " ruthless hand" that would dare to
break it down. When, after the Mexican war,
the Territories acquired for this Union were to
be organized, he was among the first and ioro-
most who advocated the extension of the Mis-
souri line across the whole continent. What
would have been the result of that measure ? In
the Territories acquired from Mexico Slavery
was abolished and prohibited by local legisla-
tion, but the extension of the Missouri line was
calculated to admit Slavery into all that part of
it which lies south of 36«' 30'. Mark well : So
long as the Missouri Compromise served to intro-
duce Slave States, he did not dream of its un-
constitutionality. When by the extension of the
Missouri lino free territory could be converted
into slave territory, he found itsocminently con-
venient, so excellent an arrangement, that 'he not
only proposed to preserve it in its original ex-
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tent, but to run It across the whole continent tg

the shores of the Pacific Ocean.
But now the time arrives when Free States are

to grow irp under the guaranties of tlie same
Missouri Compromise. A new light dawns upon
Judge Douglas. He rises in the Senate Cham-
ber, and asserts that the Territory north of the

Missouri line can no longer be exempted from
Slavery, because the exclusion of Slavery from
it—the very condition on which Missouri was
admitted as a Slave State—was at war with the

fundamental principles of the Constitution. The
same man who had cursed as ruthless, the hand
that would violate the Missouri Compromise, as

long as that compact was beneficial to Slavery,

tore it down with his own hands as sf)iin as it

was to serve the interests of Free Labor. And he
is the truest " Champion of Freedom !" How
wonderful a change ! At tlie time when he pro-

posed the extension of the Missouri line to the

Pacific Ocean, he was cither convinced of the un-
constitutionality of that compromise, or he was
not. If he was, how could he conscientiously

propose the extension and perpetuation of a

measure which he considered a crime against

the Constitution 1 Were his conscience and his

convictions hushed into silence by the interests

of Slavery ? Or if he was not, how did it cnme
to pass that he became so .suddenly convinced of

that unconstitutionality the very moment that

the preservation and execution of that Compro-
mise would have advanced the interests of free

labor ? How did it happen that his convictions,

in all their prompt and wonderful transforma-

tions, always coincided so admiralily with the

interests of Slavery 1 This is indeed a most as-

tonishing coincidence, and I leave it to your
sagacity to draw your conclusions.

But Mr. Douglas is still the " True Champion
of Free Labor; " for it is asserted that the Ne-
braska bill—the same measure which breaks
down the barriers to Slavery—will by that vciy

operation introduce Free Labor into the Territo-

ries. The thing is speedily brought to a practi-

cal test. No sooner is the Nebraska bill enacted
and the Missouri restriction strucl? down, than

Emigrant Aid Societies are organized in the

Slave States, especially in Missouri, for the ])ur-

pose of introducing Slavery into Kansas. The his-

tory of the Blue Lodges is familiar to you. Law-
less bands of armed invaders jiour into Kansas,
take possession of the ballot-boxes, bowie-knife

and revolver in hand, and control the electicns by
fraud and violence. Did iSIr. Douglas ever utter

a word of reproach or condemnation against the

Border Ruffians of Missouri 1 Did he not most
tenderly excuse their atrocities on the plea of self-

defense, while it was a notorious fact that thoir

organization had preceded that of the Free-State

men 1 And, mark well, that immigration ivas

Pro-Slavery.
Other Emigrant Aid Societies are organized in

the Northern States. Large numbers of men go

to Kansas, armed, indeed, for self-defense, as

every pioneer will bo, but with the bona fide

intention of settling down upon the soil of Lhnt

territory as permanent inhabitants ; and while
burning houses and trails of blood mark the tiack

of the Border Ruffians, flourishing farms and
industrious towns spring up under the hands of
the Free-State men. Do you remember how
often Judge Douglas emptied the vials of his

wrath, and cast denunciations upon the heads of

Free Labor immigratioa ? And, mark well, that
immigration 7vas Ami Slavery.

A Legislature is set up by a band of lawless

invaders— mostly Mis!;ourians—set up by the
most atrocious violations of the ballot-box, set

up in defiance of all the rules of constitutional

government; that Legislature adopts the slave-

code of Missouri as the laws of Kansas, and adds
to them laws so outrageous in their nature that

even Northern Democrats quailed under the op-

probrium. Do you remember that Judge Doug-
las recognized that Legislature, although its cri-

minal origin was manifest to all, as the highest

law-giving authority of the Territory, and the
laws enacted by them, although known to be the
oflTspring of fraud and violence, as the valid laws
of Kansas 1 Do you remember how he denoun-
ced every one who would not submit as a rebel

and a traitor 1 And, mark well, that Legislatuie

and those laws w(;re Pro-Slavery. The Free
State settlers of Kansas, then evidently a large

majority of the jiopulation, go to work and frame
a Constitution. That Constitution was gotten up
in a way hardly more irregular than the Consti-

tutions of many States. It was submitted to a
vote of the people, and adopted by a large majo-
rity. So it was presented to Congress. Do you
remember that Judge Douglas found no term of

denunciation too vile to use it against that Con-
stitution, and that he stigmatized those who had
framed it as traitors who must be struck down 1

And, mark well, that Constitution, the choice of
the people of Kansas, was Anti-Slavery.

What a series of wonderful coincidences ! So
far, whatever was calculated to benefit Slavery
in Kansas, Judge Douglas was sure to approve

;

whatever was calculated to serve the cause of

Free Lalior, Judge Douglas was sure to denounce.
But I must not forget that he brought forward
other reasons for his acts than the interest of

Slavery. Ah, indeed ! Is it so extraordinary
that a man of aliility, who stoops to do a mean
act, should have wit enough to disguise it 1

Compare his plausibilities with these coinciden-

ces, and you will with me come to the conclusion
that this " Champion of Free Labor," if he really

was an enemy to Slavery, loved his enemies much
better than a good Christian ought to do.

But we will be ju.st to him. Now we arrive

at a period in his history in which he seems to

have acquired some title to the esteem of his

countrymen. We are so little accustomed to see

that kind of statesmen do a fair thing, that our
surprise is apt to stimulate our gratitude. I al-

lude to the position assumed by Judge Douglas
in the struggle about the Lecompton Constitu-

tion. A packed Convention has framed a Con-
stitution, fastening Slavery upon Kansas, and
refuses to submit it to a vote of the people. The
President, in a message, urges the admission of

Kansas as a State, under that Constitution as it

stands. Judge Douglas, together with the Re-
publicans, resists the measure ; not, indeed, be-

cause he is opposed to Slavery—for he solemnly
and emphatically protests that he " does not care

whether Slavery be voted up or voted down ;"

hut because it is uncertain whether the Lecomp-
ton Constitution embodies the will of the pcojile-

'I'he slave power is arrayed against him, and foi

the first time in his life the claim of liis being a
"Champion of Freedom " seems to rise from the

level of a ridiculous absurdity. I should feel

little tempted to detract from the credit he gained

/'



by his attitude on that occasion, if the facts

which preceded and followed it were not of so un-
mistakable a nature as to open our eyes to the pe-
culiar concatenation ofcircumstances which made
it almost impossible for him to act otherwise.

And here again we notice a series of most strik-

ing coincidences. It so hap[)ened that just about
the time when the Lecompton question was be-
foie Congress, Douglas's term as a United States
Senator was about to expire. He knew well that
his i)opularity at home rested upon the jiopular
belief that he really did work for the cause of
Free Labor. How stupid must the man have been
not to see that, saddled with the Lecompton Con-
stitution, it would have been impossible for him
to keep up that delusion. So he assumed the
mask of an advocate of popular rights, coquetted
with the Republicans in order to disarm their
opposiiion, and went before the pen|)le of Illinois

as a candidate for re-election to the Senate. What
right have I to speak of his assuming a ma>k ?

I have that riglit, if I can show that he threw it

off as soon as his object was gained.
Review his acts in connection with the Kansas

struggle. Slavery and Free Labor had for 3-ears

waged their fierce war about that unfortunate
Territory with doubtful success. Now at last no
sane man could any longer close his eyes against
the tact, that when the Lecompton outrage was
perpetrated, the Free State men outnumbered
their opponents almost ten to one. Tiieir victory
miglit be dehiyed, but was no longer doubtful.
How had Douglas acted so long as Slavery had
a chance to gain the preponderance! Need I

remind you of the unwavering solicitude with
which he defended the Border Ruffians; of the
fierceness with which he denounced the Free
Stale immigration; of the virulence with which
he upheld the Border Ruffian code of laws ; of
the promptness with which he put his fdot upon
the law of the people exi)ressed in the Free State
Constitution; of his brutal, cynic sneer at the
agonies of a people in distress 1 Was the elec-
tion of the Border Ruffian Legislature, the enact-
ment of the Border Ruffian code of laws a less
flagrant violation of popular rights than the Le-
compton Constitution 1 How could he uphold
the former, and claim any credit for()j)posin!T the
latter 1 Here is another most wonderful coinci-
dence. Just so long as Slavery had a chance in

Kansas, Douglas stood upon the side of Slaverv.
But no sooner was the victory of Freedom sure
than Douglas was sure to stand upon the strong-
est side.

And now he is held up to our admiration as
the " True Champion of Freedom." After having
done more than any other man in perpetrating
the outrage, what merit is there in helping to
prevent its final consummation, wiien it has~be-
come manifest that, in spite of him, that con-
summation has become impossible 1 Look at it.

The Nebraska bill, as I heard my friend Grim-
shaw in Illinois illustrate it, had set fire to the
edifice of Territorial Liberty. The Republican
fire companies are vigorously at work

; the Repub-
lican engines are playing with full force, and then
comes the very incendiary, Douijlas, with a little

t«a-spoonful of Anti-Lecompton water, throws it

into the fiames, and then swells himself up and
claims to have extinguished the conflagration

—

and so he goes before the people of Illinois as
the " True Champion of Freedom."
And this he would hardly have had the cour-

age to do, had not, as is now known to all of us

the indignant threats of the gallant Broderick
overawed him when he was about to compromise
with Buchanan.

I repeat, I would never stoop to question the
motives which actuated him in the Lecompton
stiuggle, had not the acts which preceded it

made his honesty doubtful; and had not those
that followed it precluded all belief in the sin-
cerity of his repentance. If he was honest, you
will be obliged to confess, it is exceedingly hard
to prove it on him.
On the strength of this exploit he succeeded

in carrying his point in Illinois
; not indeed by a

popular majority, for that was against him, but
by an old Gerrymandering apportionment. It was
one of those lugubrious victories, which consist
in a narrow escape from total annihilation. But
his seat is regained ; and now lie throws a wist-
ful eye upon a higher seat ; and remembers at
once that the Democratic road to the White
House leads through the slaveholding States. So
he turns his face Southward without delay, and
sets out on a trip down the Mississippi, 'lie is

at once betrayed into making a few remarks,
liere and there, to spontaneous gatherings. Sud-
denly we find the man who had tried to delude
the people of Illinois into the belief that under
the Kansas and Nebraska bill, the people had a
right to exclude slavery, in the South l>u^ily apo-
logising for it ; and now behold the old Douglas
again wielding the weapon of sophistry with un-
blushing boldness, and endeavoring to make his
doctrine of Popular Sovereignty palatable to the
Southern stomach.
The development of the Popular Sovereignty

doctiine is one of the most instructive chapters
in the history of our days. It shows how easily
the popular mind can be obfuscated by a so-
phistical plausibility, and how easily correct
luinciples are lost sight of in the confused strug-
gle of interests and aspirations. Future genera-
tions will scrutinize, with curious astonishment
the history of our days, and wonder at the tem-
porary success of so transparent a fraud. Per-
mit me a brief digression.

Popular Sovereignty, in the true sense of the
term, means the sovereigt)ty of all individuals,
so regulated by law as to protect the rights and
liberties of any one against the encroachments
of any other, and so organized by p )litical in-
stitutions as to give a common expression to the
collective will. Its natural basis is the equality
of the rights of all men. Its natural end is the
protection of all individuals in the exerci.se of
their rights and in the enjoyment of their liber-

lies. Hence it precludes the idea of Slaverv
in all its forms. Apply this true Popular
Sovereignty to the Territories, and we are will-
ing to accept it—nay, it is the very thing which
we are contending for. But is this what Doug-
las, in the Nebraska bill, contemplated ? By no
means. His Popular Sovereignty is based upon
the a.ssnmption that one class of men has the
power—has the right—to strip another class of
their natural rights, and to hold them as slaves.
For argument sake, let us follow him i)i his

course of reasoning, and suppose the white pop-
ulation of the Territories had the right to hold a
portion of the inhabitants as property. So, we
have to lower the standatd of Popular Sove-
reignty one degree ! Listen to the language of
the Kansas and Nebraska bill

:

"It is the true intent and meaning of tliis ect not to
legislate Slavery into any 9t;ite or Territory, nor to exelud*



It therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly free

to form and regulate their institutions in their own way,

subject oaly to the Constitution of the United States.

At first, one would suppose this bill gave the

people of the Territories the sovereign light to

introduce Slavery, provided, always, that Sla-

verv could not go there unless introduced by a

positive act of "Territorial legislation. Is that

what Douglas's principle of Popular Sovereignty

conleraplated ? By no means ! For, according

to him, a slaveholder may introduce his slave

property, and thereby introduce and establish

Slavery in a Territory without that positive act

of Territorial legislation.

We have, therefore, to lower the standard of

Popular Sovereignity another degree ! One would

suppose that, Slavery so being admitied at first,

the people of the Territory would have at least

the sovereign right to remove and exclude it by

a positive act of Territorial legislation. Is that

what Judge Douglas's principle of Popular

Sovereignty contemplated ? By no means !
He

told you at first tliat this was a question to be

decided by the Sitpreme Court, then he told you

that the sovereignty of a Territory remains in

abeyance, suspended in the United States; in

trust for the people until they shall be admitted

into the Union as a State ; and, at last, after the

Illinois campaign, he dropped the expression,

"excluding Slavery," altogether. It is siguifi-

cant that the attempts of the people of Nebraska

and Kansas to exclude Slavery by law, were

promptly put down by the Yetoes of the Gov-

ernors of those Territories; vetoes exercised by

virtue of the power conferred on the Territorial

Governments by Douglas's own Nebraska bill.

Thus we have descended two great steps from

the true idea of Popular Sovereignty, without

havintr reached Judge Douglas's great principle
;

and you will perceive that the true Popular Sove-

rei<Tnty has already disappeared long ago. But

let us lower the standard of Popular Sovereignty

still another degree, and we may hope that the

deeper we sink the closer we may approach Judge

Douglas's position. At last we find him not

with^'a principle but with an assumption. It

matters not, .said he in his Freeport speech in

August, 1858

:

" It matters not what way the Supreme Court may here-

after decide as to the abstract question, whether^lavery may

£0 or may not go into a Territory under the Constitution,

the neople have the lawful means to introduce it. or ex-

clude it, as they please ; for the reason that t>lavery cannot

exist a day or an hour anywhere unless it is supported by

local police regulation^. Those police regulations can

only be established by the local legislature, and if the peo

pie are opposed to Slavery they will elect representatives

to that body who will, by unfriendly legislation, prevent

the introduction of it into their midst."

This then is the great principle of Popular

Sovereignty. It contemplates, not the general

exercise and enjoyment of equal rights; not that

Slavery cannot go into a Territory unless the

people introduce it by law ; not that the people

have the sovereign right to exclude it by a direct

act of Territorial legislation; but that they may

annoy and embarrass the slaveholder in the enjoy-

ment of his slave property, so as to tease Slavery

out of the Territory if they can. If, ten years ago,

a man had undertaken to call this Popular Sov-

ereignty, the people would have susi^ected him

of serious mental derangement. Is not really

this kind of Popular Sovereignty, according to

Mr. Lincoln's striking illustration, " as thin as the

" homoeopalhic soup that was made by boiling

" the shadow of a pigeon that had been starved

^' to death 1" It would seem impossible to make

it any thinner, and yet Mr. Douglas undertakes

this incredible task. After having tried to de-

lude the voters of Illinois into the belief that

consistently with his position, the people of the

Territory may, in some round-about way, remove

Slavery, this " True Champion of Freedom " goes

South and proves there that Slavery has a legal

existence in the Territories. We find him at

New Orleans, and the same man who at Freeport

had told the people of Illinois that itmattercd not

what the Supreme Court might decide, as to the

abstract question, whether Slavery may or may
not go into a Territory—the same man speaks to

the people of Louisiana as follows :

" I, in common with the Democracy of Illinois, accept

the decision of the Suprenv Court of the United States in

the case of Dred Scott, as an authoritative interpretation of

the Constitution In accordance with that decision, we
hohl that slaves are pr perty : and hence on an equal footing

with other property, and the owner of the slave has the same
right to move i' to' a Territory, and carry his slave property

with him, as the owner of any other property has to go

there and carry his property."

If there could be any misunderstanding as to

the meaning of this sentence, he has removed

the possibility of it by an expression he used in

debate in the Senate on the 23d of Febiuary,

1859:

"Slaves, according to the Dred Scott decision, l>eing

property, stand on an equal footing with all ( ther kinds of

property ; and there ia iust as much obligation on the part

of tlie Territorial Legislature to protect slaves, as every

other species of property, as there Is to protect horses,

cattle, dry goods and liquors."

And mark well, Judge Douglass never forgets

the liquors.' There is Douglas, the candidate

for the Senatorship of Illinois, who does not care

what way the Supreme Court may decide ;
and

here is Douglas, the candidate for the Presidency,

who declares the decision of the Supreme Court

to be the authoritative interpretation of the Con-

stitution.

What then did the Supreme Court in the Dred

Scott case decide 1 Let me quote from Howard's

official report some of the points laid down in

that case

:

" Everv citizen has a right to take with him into the Ter-

ritory any article of property which the Constitution of tho

United States recognizes as property."
" The Constitution of the United States recognizes slaves

as property, and pledges the Federal Government to de-

"Th'at act of Congress, therefore, prohibiting a citizen

of the United States'taking with him his tlaves when he

removes into the Territorv in question to reside, is an act

of authoritv over the private property which is thus war-

ranted by the Con.stitulion."
, .

, .

" While it remains a Territory Congress may legislate

over it within the scope of it-s constitunonal powers m
relation to citizens of the United Slates, and may establish

a Territorial Government, and the form of the local govern-

ment musi be regulated by the direction of Congress, but

with powers iiot'exceeQing those which Congress itself, by

the Constitution, is authorized to exercise over the citizens

of the United States in respect to the rights of property.

If this needs any illustration, I may furnish it

by quoting a few more sentences from the deci-

sion :

" No word can be found in the Constitution which gives

Cono-ress power over slave property, or entitles property

of that kind to le?8 protection than property of any other

tlcscription ; only the power conferred is the power coupled

irilh the duty of guarding and protecting the owner m his

rights."

This, then, is what Douglas calls the authori-

tative interpretation of the Constitution, and he

well understands what it means; for did he not

say that there is just as much obligation on the

part of the Territorial Legislature to protect pro-

perty in slaves as there is to protect any other

species of property 1 Well, but.what becomes

of his great principle of Popular Sovereignty H



What becomes even of that homoeopathic dilution

called unfriendly legislation 1 Congress can, ac-

cording to the Dred Scott decision, wliich Doug-
las acknowledges to be " the authoritative inter-

pretation of the Constitution," confer no power
which itself does not possess. The only power
it possesses in regard to slave property is the
power of guarding and protecting the owner in

his rights, and that power is coupled witli the

duty to do so. Hence the only power Congress
can confer upon the Territorial Government, in

relation to slave property, is the power coupled
with the duty of guarding and protecting the
owner in his rights.

Thus we are obliged to lower the standard of
Popular Sovereignty still another degree, in or-

der to reach Douglas's great principle. It does
not even consist in the right of the people to

tease Slavery out of a Territory ; it consists in

the power of a Territorial Legislature, coupled
with the duty, to pass acts for the protection of
Slavery, but by no means against it. The as-

sumed power to pass unfriendly laws seems to be
changed into the duty to pass friendly laws. I

call this Popular Sovereignty with a vengeance

!

It is like mock turtle soup—there is soup enough,
but not a particle of turtle.

It is true, Judge Douglas was in the habit of
quibbling a little about the meaning of the Dred
Scott decision ; and the Wicklifte resolution adojjt-

ed by his friends at Baltimore has Iielped him
over his diiSculties. It is to the following effect

:

" Resolved, That it is in accordance witli the true inter-
pretation of tlie Cincinnati platform, that, during the ex-
istence of a Territorial Government, the .measure of re-

striction, whatever it may be, imposed by the Federal
Constitution on the powers of the Ti-rritorial Legislatures,
over the sulyect of domestic relations, as the same has been
or may hereafter be finally determined by the Supreme
Court of the United States, shall be respected by good
citizens and enforced with promptness andfidelity by eve-
ry branch of the Federal Government."

To all of which Judge Douglas, in his letter

of acceptance, most graciously assents.

We hear no longer of the " rights of the people
" of the Territories to form and regulate their
" domestic institutions in their own way," but
now, " of the measure of restrictions imposed
" upon the Territorial Legislatures over the sub-
" ject of domestic relations." The change is very
significant ; whatever these restrictions, they are,

or may hereafter be, finally determined by the
Supreme Court of the United States. Let me
remind you that previous to the election of Mr.
Buchanan, whenever the question was put as to
the right of property in slaves under the new
Territorial Government, Judge Douglas's regular
reply was " that is a question for Congress to
*' decide." That answer was the forerunner of
the Dred Scott decision. We are now told " as
" shall hereafter be finally determined by the Su-
" preme Court of the United States." What will
follow ] The restriction, already finally deter-
mined, we know; it is, that Government cannot
impair the right of property, in slaves ; but has
the power, coupled with the duty, to protect and
guard the owner in his rights. " Restrictions
which may hereafter be " finally determined !"

Heaven knows what they will be. But, " what-
"ever they may be" Douglas is pledged to en-
force them " with promptness and fidelity."

So it turns out that his Popular Sovereignty
fastens Slavery more irremovable upon a Terri-
tory as such, than it is fastened upon South
Carolina herself. The people of South Carolina
in their sovereign capacity mav abolish Slavery

whenever they see fit. The people of Kansas in
their Territorial condition cannot. The people
of South Carolina have the right to discourage
Slavery by unfriendly legislation ; the people of
Kansas are bound to guard and protect the slave-
owner in his righls, and are restricted from pass-
ing laws violating that obligation. The Federal
Government has no power to interfere in South
Carolina, but as soon as Kansas dares to disregard
the " restriction," Judge Douglas, if he should
become President of the United States, would
stand pledged to enforce that restriction "with
" promptness and fidelity." And after having
struck down the freedom of the Territories, this
" Champion of Freedom" will sneak behind the
judicial despotism of the Supreme Court, and
like the murderer of Banquo, tell you that " Thou
canst not say I did it I"

But I say he did doit. The character of his
doctrine of Popular Sovereignty was determined
by the decision of the question, whether or not
slave pi-operty, as such, could be introduced into
a Territory before Slavery was established there
by a positive act of Territorial legislation. If
this question was decided in the aflnrmative tho
doctrine that Slavery, as the creature of local
law, was totally abandoned. If Slavery could
exist in a Territory without being established by
local law, then it existed there by a law higher
than local law, and tliat could be no other than
the Constitution of the United States. In this
case every sane man must see that then Slavery
cannot be removed from a Territory by a mere
act of the Territorial legislature, whether direct
or indirect ; and Mr. Douglas need not affect any
surprise at the doctrines his Southern opponents
hold. They are the natural, the legitimate, the
logical offspring of his own position. When he
conceded that all-important point—and he did
concede it—this " Champion of Freedom" was
either aware of the consequence, or he was not
If he was not, he is liable to the charge of gross
stupidity

; if he was, he is liable to the chaige of
deliberate betrayal of the cause of Free Labor,
covered with the grossest hypocrisy. In what
character do you like your "Champion of Free-
dom" best ? As one who has not sagacity enough
to defend it, or as one who deliberately betrays
it ? There are cases where stupidity is no less

criminal than hypocrisy.

This, then, is the " great principle of Popular
Sovereignty." This is "leaving the people to
" form and regulate their own domestic institu-
" tions in their own way." I am warranted in
saying that, if ever a gigantic, unscrupulous,
shameless fraud was attempted upon a free peo-
ple— if liistory ever furnished an example of
unblushing, scandalous, revolting hypocrisy, it

is this "True Champion of Freedom ;" to fasten
Slavery irremovably upon the Territories, and
calling it " leaving the people perfectly free to
" regulate their own domestic institutions !"—to
strip the people of every right to regulate their
own affairs, and to call it Popular Soveieignty !

Strike the word " demagoguism" out of your"
dictionaries if you do not want to apply it here.
But, although we may understand how inordi-
nate, desperate ambition should resort to such
frauds, it remains truly wonderful that so many
thousands have suffered themselves to be deceiv-
ed by them.

Is it surprising that the "Champion of Free-
dom " who defends such theories should be fouud
a little unreliable in practice ? How clamorous



he was against the Lecompton Constitution

!

What, a tenible idea, that a Territory should be

forced into the Union as a State with a Constitu-

tion not approved by the people ! At last tlie

people of Kansas frame a new Constitution ; it is

subraitied to the people; it is approved by a

large majority. All conditions of admission ri-

gorously complied with, they knock at the Union,

and we expect to see our " True Champion of

Freedom '' rush to the rescue with unabated zeal

—for his great point is gained. But where is

Douglas] The House of Representatives votes

in fiivor of the admission ; the decision of the

qnestion depends upon the action of the Senate.

The matter is referred to the Committee on

Territories. That Committee consists of seven

members. Douglas is one of them ;
but he does

not attend their meetings. The vote of the Com-
mittee stands 3 to 3. Douglas's vote can decide

the question in the Committee, in favor of the

admis-ion of Kansas. It is well known how far

the action of a Committee goes to determine the

action of the Senate ; but Douglas does not vote

!

The question remains in this suspended state for

some time. The country looks for the action of

the Committee; the action of the Committee is

blocked by a tie ; but Douglas does not vote

!

Douglas who had declared so fiercely against

the admission under a Constitution which the

people did not want, does not V(jte when the ad-

mission is applied for with a Constitution wliich

the people do want. Douglas, the " True Cliam-

pion of Freedom," holding the fate of Free Kan-

sas in that Committee in his hands, Douglas does

not vote ! How is this"? When he opposed the

Lecompton Constitution he was a candidate for

reelection to the Senate. But things have chang-

ed since. Douglas now acts as a candidate for

the Presidency. The same man who in 1857 had

to proiiitiate the Free people of Illinois, has now
to propitiate the people of the South ; and instead

of deciding the report of the Committee in favor

of the admission of Kansas as a Free State, he

is busily engaged in preparing his 15th of May
speech, which is to convince the slaveholders

that his great principle of Popular Sovereignty

is working favorably for the introdiiction of Slave

States—the Free Slate of Kansas is kept out of

the Union once more and he is held up as the
" True Champion of Freedom." Poor Freedom
—then the Champion's belt lies like a halter

around her neck.

Here I will stop. I might go on for houis,

piling fact upon fact, conclusion upon conclusion,

argument upon argument, until the putrid accu-

mulation of fraud and hypocrisy, exposed to the

suidight, would torture your very nostrils. It is

enough. I will dismiss Mr. Douglas, " the True

Champion of Freedom," and devote a few remarks

to Mr. Douolas, "the greatest of livingstatesmen."

True statesmanship can rest upon no other ba-

sis but an intimate familiarity with the pijiloso-

phy of Government, and a thorough knowledge

of the sources and effects of political institutions.

It can have no other aim and end but the con-

servation of sound constitutional principles and

their application most favorable to the develop-

ment of poi)ular liberty. Let us see how 'the
greatest of living statesmen" stands the test. I

shall confine myself to a few facts of vital im-

portance.

It is one of the striking peculiarities of our

Federal polity that the different branches of our

General Government enjoy a certain independence

in the exercise of the functions respectively as-

signed to them. In order to guard against the

danger and abuses which might arise from that

independence, the power necessary for the exer-

cise of those functions had to be carefully limi-

ted and strictly defined. Thus a system of checks
and balances was established in our Constitution,

which is calculated to render usurpation impos-
sible. It is, indeed, said that the Executive
branch of our Govermuent is responsible to the

people, but that responsibility consists oidy in its

being liable to impeachment. For the Secieta-

ries of the President do not, like the Ministei-s

of the Crown of England, sit upon the benches
of the Legislatuie, subject to the immediate con-

trol of the parliamentary majority. Our Execu-
tive, unlike that of every constitutional g(jvern-

ment, is stable for a term of four years, remova-
ble only on the conviction of treason, bribery,

and other high crimes and misdemeanors. But
already Jefferson told you that impeachment is a
mere scare-crow. So the Executive moves inde-

pendently within the circle of its own powers.

It is, therefore, of vital importance that this cir-

cle should be strictly drawn, and those powers
of the Legislature which form a necessary sup-

plement to the powers of the Executive be jeal-

ously preserved.

If this system of checks and balances is of a
general necessity, it is doubly indispensable in all

luatters relatiiig to the administration of our
foreign policy. It is natural and proper that in

all diplomatic transactions with foreign govern-
ments, our Executive should be intrusted with a
certain discretion. But the Cabinet of the Pre-

sident, not being subject to our Legislature in

the same manner as the British Ministry is to

Parliament, it is essential that in the absence of

immediate control, another system of checks
should be placed around the Executive power.

This was clone in the Constitution by making,
not, indeed, the diplomatic transactions them-
selves, but their ends and results, immediately
dependent upon the direct action of Congress.

Thus, no treaty can be made and consummated
without the approval of the Senate by a two-
thirds vote. And Congress alone shall have
power to declare war. Why was the war-making
power not intrusted to the Executive! It is

hardly necessary to describe to you the part

which wars have played in the history of the

\\orld—the blood of millions spilled, not seldom,
for paltry causes ; the hapi)iness of generations

destroyed
;

tlie prosperity of countries blighted

for centuries ; the rights of men trodden under
foot; the progress of civilization set back for

ages ! Is it wonderful that the framers of our
Constitution should not have intrusted a single

ofiiccr with the foimidable jnnver of bringing all

these calamities upon the Republicl—an ofhcer,

too, who, for a certain time, does not stand under
the immediate control of the representatives of

the people. The war-making power—one most
extensive, involving the interests of a nation—is

certainly one of the highest attributes of sove-

reignty, and it was mostly reserved to that branch
of the government in which the sovereignty of

the people is most comprehensively represented.

The [lOwer to declare war being withheld from
the Executive, and expressly lodged in Congress,

it follows that the Executive can have no autho-

rity to use warlike measures, unless specially au-

thorized by Congress ; for what would the exclu-

sive power to declare war be worth to Congress,



if the power to use belligerent measures without

t-pecial aulhority—that is, to bring on or make
tvar—were vested in the Executive 1 This is

one of the distinguishing features of our consti-

tutional system. It cannot be changed without

brealcing down the safeguards of our national

security. No man who understands the spirit

of American institutions, will fail to see this, and

he who does not, may be said not to comprehend
the tendency of our fundamental laws. Is it not

surprising that we should find such a man in him
who is held up to us as " the greatest of living

statesmen 1" For a number of years, wherever

there was a difficulty between this and a foreign

government, Mr. Douglas endeavored again and
again to invest the President with the power of

using warlike measures at his own discretion,

without waiting for tlie action of Congress.

Here is a bill introduced by Douglas on the 24lh

of May, 1858

:

" Be it enacted, Sre., That in case of flagrant violations

of the laws of na'ions by outrage upon the flag, or soil, or

citizens of the United States, or upun their property, under
circumstances requiring prompt redress, and when, in the

opinion of the President, delay would be incompatible

with the honor and dignity of the Repul)lic, the Presid' nt

is hereby authorized to employ such force as he may
deem necessary to prevent the perpetration of such out-

rages, and to obtain just redress and satisfaction for the

same when perpetrated ; and it shall be his duly to lay the

facts of each case, with the reasons for liis action in the

premises, before Congress at the earliest practicable mo-
ment fir such further action thereon as Congress may
direct."

This bill was introduced at a time when ves-

sels belonging to the British navy, in the Gulf of

Mexico, undertook to slop and search American
merchantmen on the suspicion of their being

slavers. The bill did not pass ; but whenever
tliere was an opportunity, be it in a discussion on

appropriations for the navy, or on tlie occasion

of some foreign difficulty, he again and again

has tried to bring about a fatal transfer of power.

It was on the 18th of August, 1859, when he
disclosed his views more fully and emphatically

than ever before. The President, in a special

message, asked for special authority to protect

American citizens on the Transit route. Then
Mr. Douglas expressed himself as follows :

"I think the President ought to have the power to re-

dress sudden injurii 8 upon our citizens, or outriiges upon
our flag without waiting for the action of Congress. The
Executive of every other nation on earth has that authori-

ty, under their respective f 'rms of government. * * * *

I go further, Sir. I would entrust the Executive with the

authnrity, when an outrage is perpetrated upon our ships

and commerce, to punish it instantly, when he thinks the

interest and the honor of the nation require prompt action.

I wou d make this principle general in its application. I

desire the President of the United States to have as much
authority to protect American citizens and the American
flag abroad as the Executive of every other civilized na-
tion on earth possesses. * * * * I was willing to adopt
the principle that this aulhority shall be vested in the

President of the United Stales as a rightful authority and
a permani nt rule of action, applicable all over the world
whenever hb thinks American interests and American
honor require it to be exerted. * * * « When it is

known that our Executive has the same authority outside
cf the United States that the British Premier and the

French Emperor, or the head of any other nation pos-
sesses, you will find there will be a less number of out-

rages," &c.

If Mr. Douglas had brought forward proposi-

tions like this in the heat of debate, aroused by
warlike excitement, we might excu.se him on the

plea that his temper ran away with his judgment.
But ihe frequent, deliberate, persistent reitera-

tion of his views, must urge tlie conviction upon
us il at they have become with him a settled po-

litical doctrine. Did he ever consider the extent

and consequences of the change he demands?

Docs lie know what it means, that the President

sliall liave the power, without waiting for the ac-

tion of Congress, to use the army and navy when
lie—not when Congress, but when he thinks the

interests of the country require it 1 Suppose the

President be a man of excitable temper—of more
valor than discretion—or a man of inordinate

ambition—or a wily politician, unscnipulous

enough to involve the country in war in order to

divert popular attention from home difficulties.

Suppose such a President has the power to use

the armed forces of the United States when he

thinks fit. Will not our peace and security be
entirely at the mercy of his temper, his ambition,

or his unscrupulousness ^

This is not so dangerous, says Mr Douglas, for

" not every belligerent act leads to war." No,

certainly not; but if there is anything in the

world apt to lead to war it is a belligerent act.

It is true, according to Mr. Douglas's bill, the

President will have to report to Congress "at the
" earliest practicable moment ;" but will not the

President be able, by an indirect use of the army
or navy, to involve the country in war, to array

nation against nation, long before that "earliest

"practicable moment " arrives ? It is true Con-

gress will, after a while, have power to stoj) the

war; but are you not aware that ours is a Gov-

ernment which depends not always on a calm

public opinion, but sometimes also on the pas-

sions of the people 1 If once, by the measures

of the President, we are in active hostilities—if

once the intoxicating music of artillery has start-

ed the warlike enthusiasm of the people—if once

the fighting spirit of the masses is aroused by the

sigh
t^

of blood, will not then what was com-

menced against the judgiiient of the people be

pushed by their passions 1

Mr. Douglas urged his proposition as often as

there was a speck of war in the horizon. But

those difficulties with Great Britain and the Cen-

tral American Republics, for the prosecution

of which he demanded that the Executive be

invested with power to adopt warlike measures,

have been settled by diplomatic transactions.

Our peaceful relations with foreign Governments

were hardly disturbed. Net a drop of blood was

shed. The honor of the Republic remains intact,

the Constitution inviolate. Suppose Mr. Douglas'

notions had prevailed, and he had been Presi-

dent of the United States, clothed with the dis-

cretionary power he demanded. I ask you most

seriously, and invite you to ponder the question,

what would have been the result then ? How
many outrages, real or imaginary, would he have

punished with the army or navy, " without wait-

ing for the action of Congress ?" How often

would he, unrestrained by Congress, have deemed
instant redress necessary ? Into how many fol-

lies would his childish hatred of Great Britain

have betrayed him ? Into how many wars would

his sensation policy have involved us within these

last few years ? With the blood of your sons

you would have paid the price of his indiscre-

tions. Let the President have the power that

Mr. Douglas demands for him, and the question

of peace or war, of prosperity or desolation, will

depend upon the temper of a single individual.

Put Mr. Douglas in the Presidential chair, and

give him, as he demands, the power of the French

Emperor, and he will furnish not the prudence,

but certainly the arbitrariness.

But he contends that our Executive must have

the power, because the Executive of every other



nation has it. Indeed I Does he not know that

just there is the difference between our system

of Government and those of other countries ?

Did it never occur to him that the establisliment

of imperial power in this Republic would require

the entire overthrow of our checks and balances?

Does he not know that even in the hands of a

British Premier, this power is less formidable

than it would be in the hands of a President,

since the British Premier is subject to the imme-
diate control of a parliamentary majority, and
liable to be voted down and dismissed at any
moment, which the President and his Secretary

of State are not ? Oh, " greatest of living states-

men!" if thou dost not know that, every sweet

little school-boy can tell thee. But there you
see him, " in the fullness of his ignorance of this

" vast subject, in the maturity of his incapacity

"to apprehend its merits," as Lord Brougham
would style it, attempting to trample down the

constitutional safeguards which surround the

liberties, and the security of the nation. Such
ignorance is dangerous when coupled with such
pretensions. Let that "greatest of living states-

men " study awhile the peculiar features which
distinguish the republican government of Amer-
ica from the monarchical governments of the old

world. Give him an opportunity to learn that

an American President or Secretary of State was
never intended to be a British Premier or a French
Emperor. Let him learn to appreciate that sys-

tem of nice balances of power in our Constitu-

tion, which is the principal safeguard of our free-

dom and security. But don't speak of placing

liim, such as he is, in the office of highest re-

sponsibility. If you want a safe man to admin-
ister your laws, select him among those wlio

understand their spirit, not one who means to

cushion his Presidential chair with imperial

powers, and who would take delight in playing

like a reckless boy with the club of Hercules.

It is my suspicion that Mr. Douglas tried to

cfiect that centralization of power in the hands
of the President, expecting to be President him-
self, and that then he would use it for the pur-

pose of plunging the country into warlike enter-

prises, to result in the conquering of Cuba and a

part of Mexico, which policy of conquest would
relieve him of the difficulties in which his posi-

tion upon the Slavery question lias involved him.

I give this as my suspicion. You may judge for

yourselves whether it is supported by any mate-
rial evidence growing out of his past career and
present situation. But the measure he urged and
advocated is so dangerous and detestable in it-

self, that no ulterior design can make it more
damnable. It certainly is one of the acts dicta-

ted by the evident desire to retrieve the lost fa-

vor of the Slavery propagandists by outdoing
them in everything not immediately connected
with the Territorial question. This may be con-

sidered a grave charge, and I will substantiate it

at once, for in these times Judge Douglas's states-

manship shines with more than ordinary lustre.

John Brown had made his insurrectionary at-

tempt in Virginia. The Republicans openly dis-

approved of the act, and denounced him in good
faith, as they would disapprove and denounce
every interference with the laws and institutions

of other States, as a violation of tlie spirit of our
institutions, which furnish for every evil a lawful
remedy. But the South was excited, and Doug-
las saw a chance for himself. He pounced upon
it with almost indecent eagerness, morbidly anx-

ious to anticipate the action of the Committee on
the Harper's Ferry affair, which was expected to
offer propositions applicable to the case. On the
22d of January, 1860, he introduced the follow-
ing resolution into the Senate:

liesulved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in-
structed to rejiort a bill for the protectiou of each State and
Territory in the Union against invasion by the authorities,
or iahabitantsof any other State or Territory, and lor the
suppression and punishment of conspiracies or combina-
tions in any State or Territory with intent to invade, as-
sail or molest the government, property or institutions of
any other State or Territory of the Union.

The true intent and meaning of this resolution,

was made plain by the speech with which the
Judge accompanied it. After having endeavored
to sliow that tlie Constitution confers upon our
Federal Government the power to do what the
resolution C(mtemplates, he then defines his ol>-

ject as follows

:

" Sir, I hold that it is not only necessary to nse the
military power when the actualcase of invasion shall
occur, but to authorize the judicial department of the
Government to suppress all conspiracies and combina-
tions in the several States with intent to invade a
.State, or molest or disturb its government, its peace,
its citizens, its property, or its institutions. You must
suppi'ess the cunspiracy, the combination to do the act, and
llien you uill sujipress it 171 advance. * .* I demand
that the Constitution be executed in good faith, so as
to punish and suppress every combination, either to
invade a State, or to molest its inhabitants, or to dis-

turb its property, or to subvert its institutions and its

government. I believe this can be effectually done by
authorizing the United States Courts in the several
States to take jurisdiction of the otleuBe, and punish
the violation of the law with appropriate punish-
ments."

So much about the way in which the combi-
nations can be and ought to be suppressed and
puiiished. Now what are and where are the

combinations 1

" Sir," said the Judge, "what were the causes which
produced the Harper's Ferry outrage? Without stop-
ping to adduce the evidence in detail, I have no liesi-

tancy in expressing my firm and deliberate conviction
that the Harper's Ferry crime was the natural, logical
and inevitable result of the doctrines and teachings of
the Republican party, as explained and enforced in
their platform, their partisan presses, their pamphlets
and books, and especially in the speeches of their
leaders in and out of Congress. * * * The great
principle that underlies the Republican party, is vio-

lent, irreconcilable, eternal warfare upon the institu-
tions of American Slavery, with a view to its ultimate
extinction throughout the land."

This language is plain. There is the danger-
ous combination with intent to carry on a vio-

lent warfare against the institutions of other
States. Now, let us see what the Judge is going
to do with the unfortunate combination to

which, I am sorry to say, most of us belong.

"Sir," says the Judge, "give us such a law as the
Constitution contemplates and authorizes and I will
show the Senator from New York that there is a con-
stitutional mode of repressing the irrepressible con-
flict. I will open the prison-door, and allow the conspi-
rators against the peace of the Republic and the do-
mestic tranquillity of other States to select their cells,

wherein to drag out a miserable life as a punishment
for their crimes against the peace of society."

But in order to remove all doubt as to wjjat

the conspiracy and combination is, he proceeds :

" Can any man say to us that, although this outrage
has been perpetrated at Harper's Ferry, there is iio

danger of its recurrence ? Sir, is not the Republican
party still embodied organized, confldent of success
and tleliant in its pretensions ? Does it not now hold
and proclaim the'same creed as before the invasion ?

Those doctrines remain the same. Those teachings
are being poured into the minds of men throughout
the country by means of speeches, and pamphlets and
books, and through partisan presses. The causes that
produced the Harper s Ferry invasion are now in active
operation. * * Mr. President, the mode of preserv-
ing peace is plain. This system of sectional warfare



must cease. The Constitution has given the power ;

and all we ask of Contrross is to give the nieant^, and

we, hv indictments and convictions in the Federal

Courts of the several Slates, will make such examples

of the leaders of such conspiracies as will strike terror

into the hearts of others ; and there will be an end

of this crusade. Sir we must check it by crushing

out the conspiracy and combination; and then there

can be safety."

I confess, when I read that speech, and the reso-

lutiou in defense uf which it was made, I stood

liorror-stnick—not as Ihouuh I liad feared that a

Cnngiess could he found so degenerate as to pass

such a law, hut because a Senator /wuZ hem found

who had the effrontery to advocate it in the open

lialls of an American Leaishiture. Tliis is nut a

mere figure of speech. I do not exaggerate. Only

look at it. A treasonable attempt has been com-

mitted. The offenders are punished. Mr. Douglas

introduces a proposition fir a law intended to pre-

vent a repetition of the attemjit. He pretends to

discover the origin of the treasonable attem])t in

the opinions and doctrines of a great national

jiarly. He charges that party with urging a sec-

tional warfare and crusade against the institutions

of some of the States, and deciaies tliat this cru-

sade is carried on by speeclies, jiamphlets, book.s,

and paitisan presses—by ideas being poured into

the minds of the people. He declares that there

can be no peace as long as those causes which

produced the treasonable attempt remain hi active

o|ieration. He proposes to clieck this crusade

by crushing out the conspiracies and combina-

tions by which it is carried on
;
and the means

by which he intends to crush them out are

indictments and convictions in the Federal

Courts, making such exam|)les of the leaders as

will strike terror into the hearts of others. He
proposes to open prison cells for them, wherein

to drag out a miserable life. This is tiie proposi-

tion submitted to the Senate of the American

Republic—not by the King of Naples, not by the

Vizier of the Turkish Sultan, not by the Chief of

Police of the Russian Czar, not by one of the

Terrorists of the French Revolution—but by

an American Senator, on the 23d of July. 1860.

I will not stoop to defend the Republican party

against these accusations. They are of so ridi-

culous, so preijosterous a nature, as not to call

for the serious notice of any candid man. But

no matter. Let us embody the intent and mean-

ing of Mr. Douglas's resolution and speech in

the shape of a law. It will probably read as

follows

:

"Section 1. Be it enacted, Sfc , That if any person or

persons, residing in any State or Territory, sh:dl unlawfully

combine or conspire togelhc-r, with intent to invade, assail

or molest the Government, inhabitants, property, <:r insti-

tutions, of any other State or Territory, or if any person or

persons, with intent, as aforesaid, shall counsel, advise, or

atlempl to procure any riot, invasion, unlawful assembly,

or coaibination, whether such conspiracy, threatening,

counsel, advice, or attempt, shall have the proposed effect

or not, he or they shall be deemed guilty of a high misde-

meanor, and upon conviction before any C'lurl of the Uni-

ted Stales, having jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished

bv a fine not exceeding dollars, or by imprisonment
during a term not less than -— years, nor exceeding
years ; and further, at llie discretion of the Court, may be
iioliK-n to find security for his good behavior, in such sum,

and for such time, as 'the Court may direct."

This section would cover the conspiracies and

combinations themselves. But Douglas says that

such treasonable things will be repeated as long

as the causes from which they spring remain in

active operation. He, therefore, wants to crush

out the causes ; which may be done by section

second :

" Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any person,

inhabitant of any one State or Territory, shall wiite, print,

utUT, or [uiblish or shall cause or procure to be written,

prijitfd or uttered, or published, or shall knowingly or

willingly authorize or aid in writing, printing, uttering, or
publishing any scan<lal()Us or malicious writing or wri-

tings against the Government, inhabitants, laws, or insti-

tutfoiisOf other Stales or Territories, with intent to defame
the said Government, inhabitants, laws, or institutions, or

to exeite against them the hatred of the good p ople of

any of the states, or to excite any unlawful combinations
tor invading, assailing, or molesting the Government, in-

habitants, ])ro])erty, or institutions, of other States or Ter-
ritories, being thereof convicted before any Court of the

I'nited States having jurisdiction thereof, he shall be pun-
ishes I by a fine not exceeding dollars, and by impris-

oninent not exceeding years."

Every candid person will at once admit that

these two sections, as I have drawn them, contain

nothing—not a single jioirit, not a single expres-

sion, that is not ex[)ressly and directly suggested

by Mr. Douglas's resolution and speech. It so

liajipens that a law like this is not witiiout prece-

dent in tlie history of this Republic. It is not

quite unlciiowti to our own statute book, for the

two sections I laid before you are embodied with

scrut)ulous accuracy. Mr. Douglas's jjiofiositions

are the literal copy of the notorious Sedition Law
r^ 1798. I only put in "Governments, inhabit-
" ants, ])roperty, or institutions of other States
" and Tei-ritoiies," instead of "Government of
" the United States or either House of Congress."

Tile rest is exactly alike; no, let me not slander

the Sedition Law. The terms of imprisonment
prescribed by the Sedition Law are moderate, not

exceeding two and five years respectively, while

Mr. Douglas insists u])on his victims " dragging
out in their prison cells their miserable lives,"

of which ten years would evidently not be suffi-

cient. Then this Sedition Law was enacted only

for a very limited peri'sd, after which it was tf

expire, while Mr. Douglas intends tlie Conspiracy
Act to be a permanent institution of the countiy.

These two features make the Sedition Law emi-

I eiitly liberal in comparison with Douglas's Con-

spiracy Bill.

There may be some old man among us whc
remembers the time when the Sedition law wa?
enacted—he will tell you that the same act whict.

was intended to prevent insurrection, led peoplt

upon the very brink of an insurrection ; he will

tell you that patriots, horrified at that time fox

the liberties of the people, thought of the neces-

sity of a Second revolution. The excitement of

those days has left its monument in the history

of this country—that monument is the Kentucky
and Virginia resolutions, drawn by Jefferson and
Madison. These resolutions were the loud out-

cry of patriotic hearts against the first flagrant

attempt at the centralization of Governmental
power. The Democratic party has indorsed them
again. It claims Jefferson as its father. What
would Jefferson, the author of the Kentucky res-

olutions, say of his degenerate offspring who
have nominated a man for the Presidency who
attempts to rej^eat the most tyrannical and out-

rageous act of the Federalists in the same outra-

geous form ? Would he not tell them that they

must be mistaken in their ancestry ?

Let me show the consequence of tlie measure,
and you will understand why its forerunner cre-

ated such serious alarm and apprehension. So
far our political parties have been fighting with
arguments. The victors obtained possession of

the constitutional power, and administered the

Government, but had no power to violate the

rights and liberties of those that were defeated.

However the contest of parties may have ended,
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the peace of the country was never materially

disturbed, for the vanquished knew that their

individual security was not impaired. Such was

the uniform result of the fight with arguments.

But let the political parties once begin to fight with

indictments—put into their hands the two-edged

weapon of persecution, and whatever delusion

you may indulge in, the liberties of the people

will be no more secure in America than they are

in Austria and Naples.

There is one kind of despotism more terrible

than that of kings—that is the despotism of

political parties. Their tendency is not only to

defeat but to oppress their opponents. However
pure tlieir first intentions may be, tliey will, in

the heat of political contest, insensibly drift into

that irresistible current. There is but one way
to prevent tliis : it is that tlie means of oppres-

sion and persecution be carefully kept out of

their reacli by strictly limiting and circumscrib-

ing the powers of the Government. Do not say

that these dangerous tendencies may be averted

by a change of parties. It is oppression that

engenders an oppressive spirit ; upon 2:)ersecution

follows revolution and revenge—that is, new per-

secution, and so on. You may know where it

began, but not where it will end. The framers

of our Constitution understood that well ; they

defined the crimes of which the Federal Couits

shall have jurisdiction with scrupulous nicety.

They laid down the doctrine that treason against

the Government shall consist in levying war
against the United States, not in giving aid and
comfort to their enemies, and notliing else ; and
that no person shall be convicted of treason

unless upon the testimony of two witnesses, not

to the " combination with treasonable intent,"

but to the overt act, thus carefully guarding
against tlie idea of constructive treason. They
knew well that the usual rules of legal construc-

tion in regard to common crimes should not be

applied to political matters in which conscience

and the freedom of opinion is involved, because

justice in one might become oppression and
tyranny iu the other case. But even these con-

stitutional safeguards appeared so insufficient to

the peojjle of those days, that in the amendments
to the Constitution they surrounded the funda-
mental rights and liberties of the citizen witli a

new bulwark of emphatic declaration. Hence
this fierce, indignant uncompromising opposition

to every measure tending to give latitude to the

power of the Government over individual rights

Judge Douglas seems to have no conception

of the groundwork upon which the safety of

popular liberty rests. Let him not pretend to

say tliat he intended the law for the prevention

of political oflenses, for he ouglit to know, as

every well-informed man knows, that of all the

laws in the world which fasten the cliains of
despotism upon mankind, there is hardly one
which does not rest upon the pretext that political

offenses must be prevented. Prevention of mis-

chief was the snare with which people in all

ages and all countries have been prevented from
asserting their liberties. Preventive laws are the

poison with which freedom is killed. It is said

that, years ago, an American citizen met Prince
Mettornich in the city of Brussels. You remem-
ber who Prince Melternich was. The history of
the world hardly knows the minister who had to

answer for more tears and curses of crushed
nations. The American showed him the Consti-

tution of the United States, and asked his opin-

ion of it. " This Constitution," said tlie Prince,

"and I can govern the Empire of Austria with
it." " What is that 1" asked the American wiih
astonishment. "It is the power of the cential

government to pass preventive laws." What a
pity Prince Metternich is dead. In Judge Doug-
las he would have found the man of his heart.

Put the Judge's Conspiracy Bill upon our statute

book, and declare it Constitutional, and the de-

ficiency is supplied. Prince Metternich is willing

to govern Austria, after his fashion, with the
Constitution of the United States. Place the
power to indict and punish for combinations and
for criminal intent in political matters into the
hands of our Federal Judges, those petty pro-

consuls who feel big when they can show their

l)ower, and we shall soon have a little Star Cham-
lier in every little judicial district, a little Fou-
•juier Tinville to act as prosecuting attorney, and
a little Jeffries to pass the sentences of the court,

there will be a government spy to smell out
treasonable combinations wherever three or four
of them aie assembled, and the cells of your
prisons filled with men who have the spirit to

think and speak about Slavery as Washington,
Jetferson, Madison and Franklin thought and
spoke.

And there are those who dare to call the man
who proposed to inaugurate such a system of

policy, a ''great statesman." To the honor of
Southein men be it said in both cases, when he
proi)osed to confer the war-making power upon
the President, as when he introduced the New
Sedition Law, lie had the mortification of being
put down by a slaveholder. It was in both cases

Jefferson Davis, the leader of the Fire-eaters,

who had the patriotic spirit to vindicate our Re-
publican institutions against the disgusting
schemes of Northern demagogues.
But a Northein man also was listening with

indignant astonishment to Douglas's speech in

favor of the New Sedition Law ; that was the
brave John Hickman, of Pennsylvania, the Anti-

Lecompton Democrat, who believed what he
said. And when he left the Senate Chamber he
broke out in the words :

" On thy belly shalt

thou 20, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of
thy life."

And well might he say so, for the proposition
whispered into the ears of the fairest of our kind
by the serpent of Paradise was hardly more infa-

mous and infernal than the proposition Douglas
whispered in the ears of the present generation.

Where did Mr. Douglas learn these doctrines ?

He has been in Europe. Unable to comprehend
the means by which liberty is to be preserved in

this country, he seems to have studied the means
by which peojile are enslaved there. Not hi

England, but in France and Russia, he found
much to admire. ( I don't know whether he
visited Austria and Naples.) He basked in the

sunshine of the smiles of the Czar, Nicholas.

The smiles of a despot sank deeply into his heart,

and this conspiracy bill grew out of it.

And this is your "greatest of living statesmen."

If this is the ruling statesmanship of our days,

then good night, dearly-bought liberties ! good
night, bright American Republic ! good night,

great beacon of struggling humanity ! If it is

statesmanship to subvert the principles of the

Constitution, undermine the liberties of the peo-

ple, to place the security of the individual at

the mercy of the centralized Government, then,

indeed, he is one of the greatest, and his statue
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deserves to be erected side by side with that of

tlie illustrious Cataline of Rome, and the patri-

otic Straffiird of England. I do not fear that, tlie

man wlio made tlie infamous attempt will be

elevated to the highest trust in tiiis Republic, for

ajusi fate has already irrevocably decreed asainst

him ;
but I do fear that there may be thousands

of men who will not have spirit enough to stig-

matize him with their repudiation. I appeal

to yiiu, Ameiican freemen. Your hearts cannot

harbor the sincere feeling of gratitude for the

heroes and sages who gave liberty to this land,

if you do not harbor a curse for the man
who attempts to destroy it with his insidious

schemes.

Let me proceed : It would seem that the policy

of a man who introduces and advocates such

measures, must spring either frcjm the profound-

esl ignorance of the principles upon which the

liberty of men is maintained, or an iruiate love of

the i)rinciples by which the liberty of men is

subverted. It will, therefore, sur{)rise you a

little when I tell you that Douglas's system of

policy rests upon the basis of a profound philo-

sophical doctrine concerning the only safe foun-

dation upon which human liberty rests. It has

always struck me as very remarkable, and it may
have occurred to a great many of you, that Mr.

Douglas's mind, with all its acuteness and fer-

tility and resources, is exceedingly barren in

original conception. All the speeches he has

delivered since 1854 carry the peculiar tlavor of

staleness about tbem. They contain nothing but

some stereotyped and somewhat commonplace
ideas, played in a sonorous, mellow swell of lan-

guage which derives its principal charm from the

animal vigor and energy with which it is pufied

out.

And here permit me to say, by the way, that

in my humble judgment I consider him one of

the most over-estimated men in the country.

But his speeches do contain one oriorinal idea,

and I tell you that is a bright one ; it belongs all

to him; nobody ever advocated it before, and
nobody will hereafter. We have been laboring

under the impression that Douglas did not care

whether Slavery be voted up or down; but we
must beg his pardon— it turns out that he does

care ; for the only original idea he can boast of

is that Slavery must necessarily exist for the

sake of

—

variety. [Laughter.] Don't lauHh, I

pray you—it is a very serious matter—it is the

fundamental principle upon which Mr. Douglas's

whole statesmanship rests; and as lie is the

greatest statesman alive, it certainly deserves a

serious consideration. He tells us that it is the

very issue upon which he conducted the canvnss
in Illinois in 1858—it is the very ground upon
w'hich he placed the necessity of his Conspiracy
bill, and he has peddled it all over the Union in

numberless speeches.

The original idea, as expressed in his own lan-

guage, is simply this: "I assert," said he, in his

speech opening the canvass of 1858, " that
" the great fundamental system which un-
" derlies our complex system of State and Fede-
" ral Criivernments, which implies diversity and
" dissimilarity in local institutions and domestic
" affairs of each and eveiy State then in the Un-
" ion, or thereafter to be admitted. I therefore
" conceive that Mr. Lincoln has totally misappre-
" hended the great principles upon which our
" Government rests. Uniformity in local and
" domestic affairs would be destructive of States'

" rights, of States' sovereignty—of personal lib-

" erty and personal freedom. Wherever the doc-
" trine of uniformity is proclaimed ; ihot all the
" States must he free or slave ; that all the labor
" must he white or black ; that all the citizens of
" the diflerent States must have the same privi-

" leges, or must be ruled by the same regulations

;

" yoJi have destroyed the greatest safeguards
" u'hich our institutions have thrown around the
'• rights of the citizen. From this view f)f the
' case I am driven irresistil)ly to the conclusion
" that diversity, dissimilarity, variety in all our
" local and domestic institutions is the great safe-

" guai d of otir liberties. * * I repeat, that
" unifiirmity in ouf Institutions is neitlier possi-

" ble nor desirable."'

This may sound very profound, but it will not

require many words to show you how exceed-

ingly ridiculous it \s. AVhatever your opinions

of the Judge's statesmanship may be, permit me
to say that whenever be attempts to act the phi-

losopher, he becomes-—not to put too fine a point

upon it—ver3" funny.

His argument is, that there is a variety of in-

terests or domestic ai?lnrs in the country ; that a

vaiiety of local instituuions grows out of them;
that upon this variety of institutions our federal

system of Government rests ; that the federal

system of Government, is the great safeguard of

our liberties; that consequeiitly in order to pre-

serve our liberties it is necessary to preserve a

variety of 'domestic affairs and local institutions.

The question arises, if that variety of domestic

afiairs and local institutions did not exist, would
that render the federal system of government
impossible 1 In other words, would a jieople,

among whom there is no such variety of domes-

tic affairs and local institutions, be incapable of

freedom 1

The original States entered into a union as

separate organizations— whether distinct and
separate on the ground of a variety of interests,

or for any other reason, is needless to discuss,

for if their institutions and interests had been

ever so uniform, it is evident that they could and
would not have consolidated. But a conclusive

refutation of the Judge's theory lies nearer. The
people of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and
Wisconsin, are nearly all depending upon the

same resources—these States are all essentially

agricultural, and, besides, have some shipping

interest upon the great lakes. Their domestic

affairs and local institutions are essentially the

same. Their system of labor is the same—neither

of them holds slaves. The uniformity of Free

Labor was introduced there by the Ordinance in

'87. According to the Judge's theory, they mu.st

consolidate if there is among them no variety of

domestic affairs and local institutions which keep

them asunder. It might be said that they cannot

consolidate now on account of constitutional

olistacles. Granted, for argument's sake. But
that vast extent of land was consolidated once in

one great solid mass, called the North-Western

Territory. Why did it not remain consolidated ?

Why was it cut up into different Territories and
States, since their domestic interests were the

same, their local institutions the same, their sys-

tem of labor the same? There was com()lete

uniformity, and yet the very opposite of consoli-

dation. AH these things remain essentially the

same. And do they desire to consolidate ? And
is it necessary to make half of them Slave States

in order to keep them asunder ? It is prepos-
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terous. But this example sliows that not Mr.

Lincoln but Judge Douglas must have entirely

misconceived the source from which our political

institutions spring.

That source is nothing else but the instinct of

self-government animating our people. Why do
we cut up our States into counties and town-
ships—even its States in which the interests and
domestic affairs of the people are everywhere quite

uniform ? For the simple reason that the instinct

of sell-government demands that all the functions

of sovereignty which the people can exercise by
direct action should remain in the hands of the

people ; and that all political power which can-

not be exercised by that direct action should be
so organized as to remain as near the original

source of sovereignty as possible. This renders

necessary such divisions and local organizations

as will place the direct administration of the

nearest home afiairs immediately into the hands
of the people. The affairs a little more remote
in general ai-e intrusted to the State Govern-
ments, subject to the immediate control of the

peo]3le ; while the affairs of interests still moie
remote in genei-al are put into the hands of tlie

Federal Government. This ramification, division,

and subdivision of political power is carried out

no less where there is a uniformitj- of domestic

afl'airs and local institutions, than where there

exists variety. It will remain such just as long

as the people insist upon administering these

affairs by as direct an exercise of sovereignty as

possible, and no longer. To pretend that this

ramification of political power into a complex
gradation of functions cannot exist without there

being a variety of interests and domestic institu-

tions, would be to say that the people among
whom there is no such variety cannot be free

;

and that is a nonsense which the merest school-

boy would be ashamed of.

But suppose, for argument sake, a variety of

interests were really so great and indispensable a

prop and pillar of our institutions of self-govern-

ment—is Judge Douglas unaccjuainted with the

difference between manufacturing Massachusetts

and Connecticut and commercial New York—be-

tween mining Pennsylvania and agricultural Illi-

nois 1 But that variety does not seem to be suf-

ficient for the Judge—there is still too much
uniformity in it. He insists that " where the
' doctrine of uniformity is proclaimed all the
" States must be free or slave—that all labor
" must be white or black." Our liberties must
necessarily go by the board, therefore we must
have more variety. The variety of manufactur-
ing and commercial, mining and agricultural

products, is sadly insufficient. He insists that

there must be a little variety of Freedom and
Slavery, of white and black labor ; and that

seems to be his favorite mixture ; his cardinal

fundamental, sine qua no7i variety ; and not only

have we no right to establish uniform Free Labor
by encroaching upon the rights of the States, but
quite as a general thing, the extinction of his

favorite variety, " would be neither possible nor
" desirable." He declares it to be " a fatal heresy
" to proclaim that there can or ought to be uni-
" formity among the different States of this
" Union." It would, then, according to the Judge,

not be desirable that Free Labor should prevail

everywhere, for that would create uniformity,

and uniformity is the death of Freedom.
And now mark that wonderful muddle of non-

sense in the head of that " greatest of living

"statesmen"—our liberties rest upon our Fede-
ral system of Government ; our Federal system
of Goverimient rests upon the variety of institu-

tions; that variety of institutions consists of
there being Slavery in some of the States. If

Slavery disappeared, that variety would disap-

pear ; if that variety disappeared, our Federal
system of Government would disappear; if our
Federal system of Government disappeared, the
safeguaids of our liberties would be destroyed

—

consequently, if Slavery disappears liberty dis-

appears also.

Asain, if all the States were free there would
be uniformity; but uniformity in local and do-
mestic affairs would be destructive of personal
liberty—that uniformity is prevented by the ex-

istence of Slaverj', consequently the existence of

Slavery prevents the destruction of liberty ; or

liberty cannot be preserved but by the preserva-

tion of Slavery.

What benefactors of our humanity Avere those

who introduced Slavery into our land 1 for they
furnished the material out of which the neces-

sary variety was made, without which our liberty

cannot exist. If they had not done so, then all

the States would be free ; there would be uni-

formity, and we would all be slaves ! What non-
sense to abolish the slave trade ! The more
slaves, the more variety—the more variety, the

more freedom.

How we must pity the unfortunate nations that

have no Slavery among them ; for they have no
variety of institutions, and having no variety

of institutions, they can have no libei'ty. Poor
people that have no slaves among them ; they

can never be free !

It is a little surprising, however, that this great

and luminous doctrine of ^^ variety " should havt
been so little known about the time when our
Government was organized and the Constitution

framed. There were two individuals living then
who enjoyed some little reputation for statesman-

ship, one of whom said :
" I trust we shall have

a Confederacy of Free States;" and the othei

said: " Nothing is more certainly written in the

Book of Fate than that those people [meaiiing

the slaves] are to be free." And they were
called statesmen ! What an immense progress

we have made in these seventy years ! They
would be called simpletons or traitors now ; for

they either knew nothing of the great doctrine

o{ " variety"—which was very foolish—or, if

they knew it, they plotted the destittctiou of

popular freedom by advocating uniformity

—

which certainly was very treasonable. By the

way, the name of one was George Washington,
and the name of the other, Thomas Jefferson.

You will be obliged to confess that you were
very much mistaken in those two men. What a

])ity Jndge Douglas did not live in those days.

How he would have knocked his great doctrine

of variety about their ears ! How he would
have taught Washington what the definition of

our Federal system is ! How he would have
told Jefferson what the great safeguards of

liberty are !

But, alas ! such statesmen are sometimes born
not only out of season, but also out of place.

What a pity Judge Douglas does not live in Switz-

erland, the oldest Republic now extant. Those
benighted people, the Swiss, have been for cen-

turies indulging in the foolish delusion that tl/ey

were free, and that they had a federal system of

Government. Why there is no Slavery in Switz-
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erland—tliere is not the necessary variety of in-

stitutions there. Their States are all Free States.

There is uniformity there. Hf)W can they have
federal institutions with uniformity 1 How can

tliere be liberty without variety 1 Impossible.

Poor, innocent souls ! tliey think they are free,

and have no slaves. Let the Judge go at once

on a missionary expedition to liberate the Swiss.

He will have an opportunity to try that other

great original idea of his, that " any political

" creed must be radically wrong which cannot be

"proclaimed everywhere." I venture to predict

that every honest Swis.s boot will lift itself and
kick the great variety Douglas respectfully fmm
Alp to Alp.

Now look at the strange consequences into

which his variety doctrine inevitably leads him.

The necessity of preserving Slavery for the sake

of Liberty—that is, of preserving the variety of

institutions—was the principal ground upon
which he placed the necessity of passing his Con-
spiracy bill. The same man who tells us that

Slavery must be preserved because its extinction

would bring about uniformity, wiiich, in its turn,

would produce a consolidated despotic Govern-
ment—the same man advocates the passage of a

measure investing the Government with powers
which put it upon the courses of consolidation

;

for, without the grant of these powers, without
that act of consolidation, Slavery cannot be main-
tained. Slavery, according to him, must be pre-

served by a measure which is necessary to popu-
lar liberty; for, if Slavery is not preserved, uni-

formity will ensue, and the liberties of the peo-

ple will be in danger. In other words, he tells us

that the existence of Slavery is necessary for the

preservation of our riglits and liberties, and then

he tells us that a measure undermining our rights

and liberties is necessary for the preservation of

Slavery. The variety must be kept up for the

purpose of maintaining our liberties, and our lib-

erties must be put down for the purpose of keep-

ing the variety.

We are, indeed, greatly indebted to Judge
Douglas. At last we know what Slavery is good
for, and why its extinction is neither jiossible nor
desirable. Even the black man, in his sufferings,

will find a soothing consolation in the Judge's
philosophy. When Sambo is flogged down South,

and the whip lacerates his back, the benevolent
Judge will tell the poor fellow that he has got to

be whipped fir the sake of variety [laughter]

;

and Sambo will smile iu the sweet consciousness
of being whipped for a very great principle.

[Renewed laughter.] And when the Judge's bill

has passed, he has opened for you the prison cells

wherein he blandly invites you ' to drag out your
miserable lives," you will with pride remember
the old Roman proverb, " Duke et decorum est

"patria mori;^^ and improving upon the text

you will exclaim, " It is most sweet and honor-
"able to die for variety's sake."

This, then, is Judge Douglas's philosophy of
government ; not an idea- occasionally dropped
in a speech, but his great original conception.
This shallow, ridiculous, childish non,sense, is

what he emphatically proclaims to be the funda-
mental doctrine of his whole political wisdom !

Oh, Douglas Democrats, how proud you must
feel of your " greatest statesman alive." Permit
me to offer you, in the name of the Republican
party, our sincerest congratulations.

Gentlemen : You have accompanied my re-

marks with, some evidence of merriment ; and,

indeed, it cannot be denied that there is some of

the profundity of the illustricius Dogberry in Mr.
Douglas's philosophical doctrines. But this is a

seiious matter. Do you not see that to some
extent the honor of the country is involved in ill

That gentleman stand.s before us a candidate iov

the Presidency, and he is represented to be the
" greatest American statesman." And now, I

entreat you, I im|ilore you solemnly—for there

is no man lierc who has the reputation of this

country more deeply at heart than I have—I im-
plore you, do not make this Republic ridiculous

iu the eyes of the whole world by attemj)ting to

crown that Dogberry statesman with the highest
honors of the Republic. I am i;ot jesting ; I am
in deep and solemn earnest; for if you look over
the list of those men who, since the organization

of the Republic, have been deemed worthy of a

vote for the Presidency, you will find not one
among them who has laid more insiduous

schemes to subvert the principles of the Constitu-

tion, who did moie to debauch the consciences

of the people, more to bring American statesman-
ship into contempt than he. No, I will not wrong
Judge Douglas; there was one; I mean Aaron
Burr. He was a more dangerous man, for he
united to a depraved heart a far superior under-
standing.

But, as to Judge Douglas, here I stand up before

the great jury of the sovereign people and bring

my bill of indictment.

I arraign him for having changed his posi-

tion in regard to the Missoirri restriction, time
and again, according to the interests of Slavery.

I arraign him for having broken the plighted

faith of the people by the repeal of the Comprom-
ise of 1820.

I arraign him for having upheld the most
atrocious violations of the ballot-box ; for having
trampled upon the most sacred rights of the peo-

ple of Kansas, so long as the struggle between
Freedom and Slavery was doubtful.

I arraign him for having committed a fraud

upon the people by forging and adulterating the

principle of Popular Sovereignty, and making it

the machine of Slavery propagandism.

I arraign him for having deserted the cause of

Free Kansas when the people, having complied
with all reasonable conditions, applied for admis-
sion into the Union.

I arraign him for having repeatedly made the

attempt to disturb the system of constitutional

checks and balances, by placing the war-making
power in the hands of the President.

I arraign him for having attempted, by his

conspiracies, a thing more ovrtrageous than the
Sedition Law of 1798, to put the liberties of

speech and press at the mercy of a political in-

quisition, and to make the judicial persecution

of opinions a standard system of policy.

I arraign him, lastly, for having attempted to

pass off upon the people the doctrines of political

philosophy, which is an insult to the popular
understanding. No, I beg your pardon, I do
not arraign him for that, for this is a free

country, where everybody has a right to make
himself as ridiculous as he pleases, "subject only

to the Constitution of the United States." [Loud
laughter.] And, yet, I arraign him for that also,

for I protest that he has no right to make the

Republic ridiculous with him.
Here is the charge. It is for the people to give

the verdict.

Gentlemen, will you have patience enough to
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listen to a few remarks about Douglas, " the Pre-

sidential candidate 1" Well, after these exploits

he thought he was fit to be a Democratic candi-

date for the Presidency, and so his name went
before the Charleston Convention. But, won-
derful to tell, the whole Southern Democracy
seemed to be united against him ; and I honestly

declare I think the Slave Power did wrong. It

might have found a more abject and less exact-

ing tool, but it could hardly expect to find a

more daring, reckless and unscrupulous one.

What was the reason of their opposition 1 Was
it the Constitutional quibbles aboiit which they

had been contending 1 The whole difference was
merely imaginary. Was it the slaveholders

thought a man who had betrayed his own section

of the country could not be relied upon in his

promises to be faithful to another 1 That was
more honorable than judicious in the Slave

Power, governed by such a feeling. No, I think

the true reason widely differs from this, and it

shows that Mr. Douglas never had the sagacity

enough to understand his own position. The Slave

Power will sometimes, for expediency's sake,

condescend to make a Northern man President,

if he consents to be its unconditional tool, but it

will never elevate one who aspires to be or be-

come a leader of the party. Mr. Douglas ought
to have understood that. There was his mistake.

However willing he may have been to serve them,

he had to serve them not in his, but in their own
way. He affected independence, and befell. I

think the South acted against their own interest,

for in Judge Douglas they woiild have had a man
in the Presidential chair who would have shrunk

from nothing to regain their favor. It is my
conviction that he would have been a more ultra

Pro-slavery President than Breckinridge, or Jef-

ferson Davis, or Slidell, and 1 wish tliey would
still conclude to take him, so as to place every

man in his proper ywsition. You see we are not

afraid of your combinations.

But the mistake was committed. They op-

posed him to the last, and Judge Douglas saw
that his nomination in Charleston was an impos-

sibility. Then his friends moved an adjourn-

ment of the Convention, and carried it. They
were to re-assemble at Baltimore a few weelvs

afterward. In the meantime, Mr. Douglas saw

a last chance of apiieasing the South. He
grasped at it with desperate eagerness, and he

saw the great prize slipping from his hands, and

he staked his all upon a last cast. On the 15tli

and 16th of May, he arose in tlie Senate, and in

one of the most elaborate eflTorts of his life, he

made the following statement, and Douglas De-

mocrats I claim your special attention. Listen :

" It is part of the history of that country that

under this doctrine of non-intervention—this

doctrine that you delight to call Squatter Sove-

reignty—the people of Now Mexico have intro-

duced and protected Slavery in the wliole of tliat

Territorj', under the doctrine tiiey have converted

a tract of Free Territory into Slave Territory

more than rive times the size of the State of New
York. Under this doctrine Slavery has been ex-

tended not only up to 36° 30', but up to 38"',

giving you a degree and a half more of slave

Territory than you ever claimed. * * * Wliat-

ever inch of Free Territory has been converted

into Slave Territory on the American continent

.since the Revolution, except in New Mexico and
Virginia, under the principle of non-intervention

affirmed at Charleston 1 If it be true that this

principle of non-intervention has protected Sla-

very in that comparatively Northern and cold
region, where you did not expect it to go, cannot
you trust the same principle further South,
when you come to acquire additional Territory

from Mexico 1 Will not the same piinciple pro-

tect in the Northern States of Mexico when they
are acquired, since they are now surrounded by
Slave Territory 1

"

Oh, Douglas men, what a lesson is this ! Did
you not tell us that when the Nebraska bill was
enacted, that this law was the most efficient way
of introducing Free Labor into the Territories 1

Have you not most solemnly assured us every
day since 1854 that the principle of Popular
Soveieignty as expounded by Mr. Douglas would
most certainly save all the Territories from the

grasp of Slavery 1 And now look there ! Your
own master and prophet admits, acknowledges,

and BOASTS of it—that this same principle gave
to Slavery one and one-half degrees of latitude

moie than it ever claimed, and that since the

organization of the American Republic not a
square foot of Free Territory was ever converted

into Slave Territory, but by the same measure
which you represented to us as the greatest and
most reliable engine of Free Labor! Your own
master and prophet tells you in your own faces,

and in the face of all mankind, and in the face

of posterity, that you have been lying most a'ro-

ciously—lying every day for the last six years.

This was unkind—was it not. Douglasites of the

North ?

No ; I am not joking. It was terribly unkind.
All he said was most certainly, most undoubt-
edly, most uucontrovertibly true ; but I de-

clare that if he had the least regard for the feel-

ings of his friends—the least sympathy for them
in their awkward embarrassments—he, he ouglit

to have been the last on earth to make that state-

ment. Did he know that you had supported him
and made friends for him on the false pretence

that his great principle worked the exclusion of

Slavery from the Territories ? Did he not know
that you had pledged your honor—had staked

your character for truth and veracity upon that

pretence ? He knew it well. He had encouraged

you in doing so ; and, after you have compro-
mised yotirself for him, day after day, in the eyes

of the whole world, he turns and gives you most
unceremoniously the lie. Oh, that was ungene-

rous ! It was mean—very mean—unspeakably
mean. If your self-sacrificing friendship had
awakened the least echo in his heart, he ought to

have been the last man to do so. But that heart

seems to be so filled with calloused selfishness

—

so destitute of the generous impulses of human
nature—that if his friends, like Broderick, die

for him, he coldly disowns him ; and if they lie

for him, he promptly puts them to shame. Dis-

owns them and puts them to shame. And for

what? For the purpose of retrieving the lost

favors of the South ; regaining the lost smiles of

the Slave Power, to be sacrificed to them. Was
that the reward you had deserved at his hands?

Look at it again. See, he stands before the

slaveholders in the Senate of the United States

busy bargaining away your honor for their favors.

" Who has ever served you more faithfully than

"I with my great principle ?" he asks them.

"Why not let my friends in the North preach up
" that principle as the Pioneer of Freedom ? The
" fools, perhaps, believing in what they say, but
" we know better. Do you not see the result ?
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" Why not permit me the innocent joke of bam-
"boozling the people of the North into believing
'• that I am the great Champion of Freedom ?"

All, Douglas men, what a sight is this ! He has

prostituted you, and now proclaims your dis-

grace. How do you like the attitude in which
he has placed you ? How do you like the pillory

to which, with his own hand, he has nailed your
ears 7 And you are willing to stand there—stand
there quietly in the eyes of mankind. Do you
not sometimes hear an earnest voice speaking
witldn you, speaking of a self-respect and the

natural dignity of man ? Does it never tell you
that the fairest blush of shame would be an orna-

ment to your cheeks ? My friends, I love to

esteem all that bears the attributes of human
nature ; but if sometimes, at an unguarded mo-
ment, a cloud of contempt arises in my soul, it

is at the aspect of tbis gratuitous self-degrada-

tion, for which even ignorance and error can

hardly serve as an excuse.

See there your master and prophet, prostrating

himself before the Slave Power—in the dust, be-

fore your proud opponents ! You can no longer

say you stand by him, for since that day he does

not stand up himself. If you are with liim still

ihere, at the foot of the Slave Power, where he
lies, you lie with him. And what did the Slave-

holders do after he had so meanly humiliated

himself, and prostrated his friends 1 Diil they

smile upon him 1 Aye, they did, with scorn,

and said, " We loved thy treason well enough,
" but we spurn with contempt the traitor ;" and
there he lies still.

The time of the Baltimore Convention arrived,

and the struggle recommenced. It became at

once manifest that Douglas's nomination could

not be forced upon the Democratic party witliout

splitting that organization in twain ; and he saw
clearly enough that then his election would be
an impossibility. The South was seceding en

masse, and leaving the rump Convention to do as

it pleased. Then Mr. Douglas, seeing a disgrace-

ful defeat inevitable, wrote a letter to his friends

in the Convention, requesting them to withdraw
his name if they found it in any way consistent

to do so. And I declare, if Douglas was ever

honest in anything he did or said, I believe he

was honest then and there.

But now the moment had arrived when it be-

came manifest that there is justice in history.

Douglas's position was disgusting, but his i)un-

ishment was sublime. Then his friends, for the

first time, refused to obey his command. Those
whom he had used so often and so Umg for his

own advancement saw now there was a last

chance of using him for theirs. They said to him
" We have performed our part of the contract

;

" now you have to perform yours. We have nom-
" inated you for the Presidency; now you have
" to permit us to be elected Congressmen, Sher-
" iffs, County Clerks, or Constables, on the
" strength of your name. There is no backing
" out. Ho ! for the spoils !"

'' Dost thou think because thou hast suddenly become
virtuous.

There shall be no more cakes and ale ?

Yes, by Saint Ann ! an' ginger-hot in the mouth, too I"

[Prolonged laughter.]

And so the saddle of the rump nomination is

put upon his back, and the whole ghastly pack
of office-hunters jump upon it. The spurs are

put to the flanks—the whip applied to the back
of the panting, bleeding jade, aud so the spectral

ride goes, east and west, night and day—and
may the steed so to perdition, if only the riders

reach their goal. [Loud applause and cheers.]

Oh, there is justice in history. He has at last

the idol of his dreams—the object of his fondest

wishes—for which he has laid so many a treach-

erous scheme—for which he has turned so many
a summersault—for which he has struck so many
a blow at the peace of the Republic—for which
he so often prostituted himself and his followers

—for which he has hugged so many a loafer, and
insulted so many an honest man—for which he
made every rum-shop his headquarters, and every

rufiBan his friend :—he has at last the nomination

for the Presidency ; but what he has craved as a
blessing, has come down upon him as a curse.

To be nominated, and know that an election is

impossible ! To be voted for, and to know that

every vote for him is for Breckinridge or Lane,

whom he hates, and every vote against him a vote

for Lincoln, whom he does not love ! To be voted

for, and be aware that those who vote for him
work not for him, but for themselves ! To be dead,

and yet living enough to be conscious of death !

Oh, there is justice in history ! Am I exaggera-

ting ? Where is that mighty leader, whose voice

once called millions into the field 1 At the street

corners and cross-roads you see him standing like

a blind, downfallen Belisarius—not in virtue, but

in poverty—a bevy of political harlots surround-

ing him, and begging for the miserable obolus of

a vote ; besging the Know-Nothings, whom he
once affected to despise ; begging the Whigs,
whom he once insulted with his brawling denun-

ciations ;
invoking the spirit of Henry Clay, whom

he once called a black-hearted traitor ! Oh, but

poor Belisarius ! The party harlots that surround

him with their clamorous, begging cry, steal eve-

ry vote they receive for him, and put it into their

own pockets.

Where is the bold, powerful agitator, whose
voice sounded so defiantly on every contested

field 1 Behold him on his sentimental journey,

vainly trying to find his mother's home and his

father's grave, apologising with squeamish affec-

tation h)r his uncalled-for and indecent appear-

ance in public, like one of the condemned spirits

you read of in the myths of by-gone ages, rest-

lessly perambulating the world, condemned to a

more terrible punishment than Tantalus, who
was tortured by an unearthly thirst, with grapes

and water within his reach—more terrible than

that of Dannites, who had to pour water into

the leaky cask—for ho is condemned to deliver

that old speech of his over and over again.

[Applause and cheers and laughter.] As often

as he arrives at a hotel that has a balcony, as

often as his hasty journey is arrested by a spon-

taneous gathering, when you hear a subterranean

sjiectral voice ciy out " my great principle of

non-intervention"—that is the dead squatter

sovereign atoning for the evil deeds he connnit-

ted in his bodily existence. [Prolonged laughter

and cheers.] Not long aso he haunted the rail-

road crossings and clam-bakes of New England;

then the cross-roads of the South, and the ghastly

apparition was last seen in this neighborhood.

[Prolonged laughter and clieers.] Where is that

tbrmidable party tyrant whose wishes once were

commar.ds ; who broke down sacred compromises

with a mere stroke of his finger ; whose very nod

made the heads of those who displeased him fly

into the basket: whose very whims were tests of

Demooracy ? Where is he who once, like Ma»-
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beth, thought himself invulnevnble by any man '

"who was of woman born;" invincible, great,

" Till Birnam wood
Do hie to Dunsinane hill,

Should come against him."

Like Macbeth, he has believed the fiends

"That paltered with him in a double sense,"'

and there he stands, tied to the stake of his

nomination.
" Tie cannot fijs

And, bear like, he must tight his course."

But as Birnam Wood marched to Dunsinane,

so the very fence rails of Illinois are rushing

down upon him [tremendous laughter and

cheers], and, like Macduff", tiiere rises against

the spirit of Free Labor, one whose children he

|]as murdered, and that is a Chamjjion '• not of

woman born." [Laughter.] And now
" On, Macduff;

And damned be he who first cries hold—enough."

[Renewed laughter, and cheers.] Oh, there is

iustice in history. [Cheers.]

The same betrayal of the Free Labor cause

—

the Nebraska bill", which was to be his stepping

stone to power, proved to be the abyss which

engulfed his honor, his manhood, his strength

and his hopes. There are those who mean to re-

verse the judgment of history. Vain under-

taking! That' man is marked by the hand of

eternal retribution. On his very front stands the

fatal touch. Do not attempt to arrest the hand

of Supreme Justice. You caiuiot save him fiom

his ruin. Why are you so eager to share his

disgrace 1 Leaders of the Douglas Democracy,

what means your empty bravado of strength 1

You cannot deceive others ;
why are you work-

ing so hard to deceive yourselves? You know-

that your orators are but endeavoring to galvan-

ize a dead body into artificial life. You are well

aware that your mass-meeting demonstrations

are nothing but huge galvanic batteries at play.

What means your desperate attempt to glue your

broken fortunes together with those of other

parties 1 Do you think this is the way to cheat

destiny out of its dues 1 Is it your ambition to

have your descendants read in the history of our

days, there were men living in 1860 that with in-

stincts so depraved that when they could not

accomplish that which was evil, they endeavored

at least, to prevent that which was good 1

And you who are warned by this sacred

voice of conscience that you are doing wrong

in adhering to Douglas, and yet obey the com-

mand of party, hear me: Is this party drill

a discipline so omnipotent an idol that you would

sacrifice upon its altar your independence,

your manhood and all that constitutes your

moral worth ?

And you who claim the exclusive privilege of

swearing by the Constitution and the laws, will

you stamp the evidences of hypocrisy upon your

brow by indirectly indorsing him who has done

more than any other living man to undermine

the Constitution and pervert the laws ? Will you
permit your political hucksters to barter away
not only your votes, but your consciences and

your honor.

But let the conspirators come on: we defy

them. Go on with your coalitions, which are

made the distinct understanding that those who
unite to-day are to cheat each other to-morrow.

Has it l)ecome*a ruling ja-inciple in your parties

that the "rank and file have no rights which the
" leaders are bound to respect?" You will find

out your mistake. Look around you. Do you
see thousands leaving your banners, unwilling to

.submit to your treacherous schemes, to rob the

people of their elections. Do you know what

ihat means ? It means that the man rises above

the partisan. It means the revival of conscience

in our politics. It is the true sovereignty of the

people vindicating itself. [Cheers.]

Now, build up your mole-hills, and call them
impregnable fortresses. It seems you do not

know how small they are. The logic of things

will not roll its massive will over them. Your
puny contrivances will leave no trace behind to

tell your doleful story.

Sir, only those whose hearts are unmoved by
great moral impulses can fail to see that we are

hi the midst of a great moral revolution. They
cannot prevent final victory. I firmly believe

they cannot retard it. No, they are aiding it in

si)ite of themselves ; for their general rottenness

demonstrates its necessity. Douglas himself

is powerfully promoting its progress. He has

taught the people of America a great, sublime

lesson.

I think it was Senator Pugh who once said

that if Douglas were struck doAvn by the South,

he would take his bleeding corpse and show it to

the youth of the Nortli-West as an example

of Southern gratitude. Let that modern Mark
Atitony come in with his dead Caesar (pardon

me, itis neither Cfesar dead nor Mark Antony

living), let him bring in his bleeding corp'se, and

I would suggest the funeral oration. Let him

say to the youth of the American Republic:
" this is Douslas. Look at him. For every
" wound the South inflicted upon him, he has
" struck a blow at the liberties of his country-
' men. Let him serve as a warning example that

"a man may be a traitor to liberty, and yet not

" become a' favorite of the Slave Power. Mark
" him. By false Popular Sovereignty he tried to

"elevate himself; a true Popular Sovereignty
" strikes hira down." [Loud applause.]

If the youth of America profit by this lesson,

then it may be said that even Douglas has done

some service to his country. [Laughter] Then

peace be with him—his mission is fulfilled.

But now we have to fulfill ours. False Popular

Sovereignty is down. Freemen, it is for you to see

to it, tliat true Popular Sovereignty triumph.

Citizens of ?sew York, when after the adjourn-

ment of the Convention which nominated that

great and good man Abraham Lincoln for the

Presidency, I addressed the people of my Stale

again for "the first time, I said to them: "Let
" Wisconsin stretch her hand across the great

" lakes and grasp the hand of New York Let

"it be known that New York and Wisconsin,

" who stood together to the last for Seward in

"the Convention, will stand first and foremost in

"the battle for Lincoln and Liberty." Wisconsin

will redeem her pledge on tlie 6th of November.

Men of New Yoj'k we look to you for a respvuiru.

[Prolonged cheering.]
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PART I—ANTI-SLAVERY.
MR. DOUGLAS ENDEAVORS TO PROHIBIT SLAVERY

IN " STATES."

On the 2-5t,h day of January, 1845, the Hon.
Stephen A. Douglas, a member of the House of

Representatives from Illinois, introduced the fol-

lowing amendment to the joint resolution for the

annexation of Texas, which had been presented

by Mr. Brown, of Tennessee :

" And in such States as may be formed out of said
territory north of the Missouri Compromise line, sla-

very or involuntary servitude—except for crime—shall

be prohibited."

The record of this action is found in the Con-
gressional Globe, vol. XIV., (2d session, 28th

Congress,) page 193. The amendment became a

part of the law for annexing Texas, and will be
found on page 798 of the U. S. Statutes at Large,

for 1836—1845. Let it be observed, that while

Thomas Jefferson and tlie fathers of the Repub-
lic proposed to prohibit slavery in Territories

only, and while the Republican party of to-day

propose no more and no less, Stephen A. Douglas
sought in 1845, to prohibit it in States, even
though the people wanted it

!

HE DISTINCTLY ASSERTS THE RIGHT OF CONGRESS
TO GOVERN THE TERRITORIES.

On the 23d of February, 1845, Mr. Douglas
made a speech in the House of Representatives,

on the bills for the admission of Iowa and Flori-

da into the Union. In this speech he said

:

" The father may bind his son during his minority,
but the moment he attains his majority his fetters are
severed, and he is free to ret;ulate his own cojjduct.

SO WITH THE TERRITORIES ; THEY ARE SUB-
JECT TO THE JURISDICTION AND CONTROL
OF CONGRESS DURING THEIR INFANCY—THEIR
MINORITY ; but when they attain their majority

AND OBTAIN ADMISSION INTO THE UNION,
thoy are free from all restraints and restrictions, ex-
cept such as the Constitution of the United States has
imposed upon each and all of the States."~ Cong.
Globe, vol. 14, page 284.

HE REGARDS THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE AS A
" SACRED THING."

On the 23d of October, 1849, Mr. Douglas
made a speech at Springfield, Illinois, which was
published in tlie State Register, of November
8tli, in which he used the following remarkable
language

:

" The Missouri Compromise has an origin akin to
that of the Constitution of the United States, con-
ceived in the same spirit of fraternal affection, and
calculated to remove forever the danger which seemed
to threaten, at some distant day, to sever the social
bond of union. All the evidences of public opinion, at
that day, seemed to indicate that this Compromise had
became canonized in the hearts of the American peo-
ple as a sacred thing, which no ruthless hand would
ever be reckless enough to disturb."

HE AWARDS THE GLORY OF THE MISSOURI COM-
PROMISE TO HENRY CLAY.

In the same speech, and in the same context,
he continued as follows

:

" The Missouri Compromise had then been in prac-
tical operation for about a quarter of a century, and
had received the sanction and approbation of men of
all parties, in every section of the Union. It had
allayed all sectional jealousies and irritations, grow-
ing out of this vexed question, and harmonized and
tranquilized the whole country. It had given to Henry
Clay, as its prominent champion, the proud sobriquet
of the ' Great Pacificator,'' and by that title, and for
that service, his political friends had repeatedly ap-
pealed to the people to rally under his standard, as a
presidential candidate, as the man who had exhibited
the patriotism, and the power to suppress an unholy
and. treasonable agitation, and preserve the Union.
He (Mr. Douglas) was not aware that any man or any
party, from any section of the Union, had ever urged,
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ag an objection to Mr. Clay, that he was a Great Cham-
pion of the Missouri Compromise- On the contrary,
tlij effort was made by the opponents of Mr. Clav to
prove that he was not entitled to the exclusive merit
of that great patriotic measure, and that the honor was
equally due to others as well as him, for securing its
adoption.

'• He (Mr. Douglas) in connection with the entire
delegation from Illinois, and according to his recollec-
tion, in company with nearly all the members from the
Tvjrtliern Stares, and somo forty odd members from
me Slave States, voted for the Oregon hill, containing
a prohibition of slavery in that Territory, leaving the
|,rople to regulate their own domestic- institutions
under the Constitution when they should become a Slale.
'j'his triumphant vote, uniting both Northern and
Southern members in favor of the Oregon bill, was a
matter of no practical importance so tar as the exist-
ence of the institution of slavery in that country was
concerned, and is only referred to now, for the purpose
of showing that at that day, the Constitutional right
of Congress to legislate upon the subject of slavery
in the Territories, was not virtually resisted, if,
INDEED, IT WAS SERIOUSLY QUESTIONED."

HE BELIEVES IT IS NOT UNJCST TO THE SOUTH TO
EXCLUDE SLAVEUY.

Oh the 13tli day of March, 1850, Mr. Douglas
made a speecli in the Senate, defending the " .sa-

cred thing," from which the following is an ave-
rage extract

:

" The next in the series of aggressions complained
of by the Senator from South Carolina, is the Missouri
Compromise. The Missouri Compromise an act of
Northern injustice, designed to deprive the South ofher
due share of the Territories ! Why, sir, it was only on
this very day that the Senator from Mississippi" de-
8'paired of any peaceable adjustment of existing diffl-
cnlties, because the Missouri Compromise line could
not be extended to the Pacific. That measure was
originally adopted in the bill for the admission of Mis-
souri, by the union of Northern and Southern votes.
The South has always professed to be willing to abide
by it, and even to continue it, as a fair and honorable
adjustment of a vexed and difficult question. In 18-15.
it was adopted, in the resolutions for the annexation
of Texas, by Southern as well as Northern votes, with-
out the slightest complaint that it was unfair to any
section of the country. In 1S40. it received the support
of_ every Southern member of the House of Represent-
atives—Whig and Democrat—without exception, as an
ftlternative measure to the Wilmot Proviso. And again
in 1.S48, as an amendment to the Oregon bill, onrny mo-
tion, it received the vote, if I recollect right—and I do
not think that I can possibly be mistaken—of every
Southern Senator, Whig and Democrat, even includino-
the Senator from South Carolina himself [Mr. Cal^
houn]. And yet we are now told that this is only se-
cond to the Ordinance of 1787 in the series of aggres-
sions on the South."— Cots'. Globe, Appendix, vd. 22,
part i, page 370.

"The Territories belong to the United States as one
people, one nation, and are to be disposed of for the
common benefit of all. according to the principles of
the Constitution. Each State, as a member of the Con-
federacy, has a right to a voice in forming the rules and
regulations for the government of the Territories but
the different sections-North, South, East and West-
have no such right. It is no violation op Southern
BIGHTS TO prohibit Si.avery."— Cowy. Globc, Appen-
dix, vol. 22, part 1, page 369.

HE ADVOCATES THE "IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT"
AND THE ULTIMATE EXTINCTION OF SLAVERY!
On the same day, and in the same speech, Mr.

Douglas continued in the following surprising
strain—surprising, if we reflect in whose mouth
the sentiments are found :

_ " I have aiready had occasion to remark, that, at the
time ot the adoption of the Constitution, there were
twelve (slave States), and six of them have since abo-
lished slavery. This fact shows that the cause of free-
dom has steadily and firmly adv.anced, while slaverv
has receded in the same ratio. We all look forward
with confidence to the time when Delaware. Marvland,
Virsinia, Kentucky, and Missouri, and probablyNorth
Carolina and Tennessee, will adopt one gradual system
of emancipation, under the operation of which, those
States must, in process of time, become free."

And again, on the same page, speaking of a
proposition to amend the Constitution so as to
preserve an " equilibrium," in point of numbers,
between free and slave States, he says :

"Then, sir. the proposition of the Senator from South
Carolina is entirely impracticable. It is also inadmis-
sible, if practicable. It would revolutionize the fun-
damental principle of the Government. It would de-
stroy the great principle of popular equality which
must necessarily form the basis of all free institutions.
It woidd be a retrogixide movement, in an a<je of pro-
gress, that would astonish the world.'"— Cong. Globe,
Apxjendix, vol. 22, piart 1, page 371.

HE BELIEVES THAT CONGRESS MAY RIGHTFULLY
EXCLUDE SLAVES, BANKS, OR ARDENT SPIRITS
FROM THE TERRITORIES.

On the 13th of March, 1850, in tlie speecli al-

ready quoted from, Mr. Douglas distinctly assert-

ed the right of Congress to prohibit the introduc-

tion of certain species of property in the Terri-

tories, as being ' unwise, immoral, and contraiy

to the principles of sound public policy," among
wliich he enuiaeraled property in slaves. He
said :

'• But you say that we propose to prohibit by law
your emigrating to the Territories with your property.
We propose no such thing. We recognize your right

,

in comm(m with our own, to emigrate to the Territo-
ries with your property, and there to hold and enjoy it

in subordination to the laws you may find in force in
the country. These laws, in some respects, differ from
our own, as the laws of the various States of this Union
vary, on some points, from the laws of each other.
Some .species of property are excluded by law in most of
the States, as tvell as Territories, as being vmvise, im-
moral. OR CONTRARY TO THE PRINCIPLES OP
SOUND PUBLIC POLICY. For instance, the banker
is prohibited from emigrating to Minnesota, Oregon or
California with his bank. The bank may be property
by the laws of New York, but ceases to be so when ta-

ken into a State or Territory where banking is prohi-
bited by the local law. So, ardent spirits, whiskey,
brandy, and all the intoxicating drinks, are recognized
and considered as property in most of the States, if not
all of them ; but no citizen, whether from the North or
South, can take this species of property with him, and
hold, sell or use at his pleasure, in all the Territories,
because it is prohibited by the local law—in Oregon by
the statutes of the Territorv, and in the Indian country
bv the acts of Congress. "NOR CAN A MAN GO
THEKE AND TAKE AND HOLD HIS SLAVE. FOR
THE SAME REASON. These laws, and many others
involving similar principles, are directed against no
section, AND IJIPAIR THE RIGHTS OF NO STATE
OP THE UNION. They are laws against the intro-

duction, sale and use of specific kinds of property,
whether brought from the North or the South, or from
foreign countries."— Cong. Globe, Appendix, vol. 22,

parti, page 371.

And again

:

"But, sir, I do not hold the doctrine, that, to exclude
any species of property, by law, from any Territory, is

a violation of any right to property. Do you not" ex-

clude banks from most of the Territories ? Do you not
exclude whiskey from being introduced into large por-

tions of the territory of the United States ? Do you
not exclude gambling tables, which are properly recog-

nized as such in the States where they arc tolerated ?

And has any one contended that the exclusion of gam-
bling tables, and the exclusion of ardent spirits, was a
violation of any constitutional privilege or right ? And
yet it is the case in a large portion of the territory of the

United States ; but there is no outcry against that, be-

cause it is the prohibition of a specific kind of property,

and not a prohibition against any section of the Union.
Why, sir, our laws now prevent a tavern-keeper from
going into some of the territories of the United States

and taking a bar with him, and using and selling spirits

there. The law also prohibits certain other descrip-

tions of business from being carried on in the Territo-

ries. I am not, therefore, prepared to say that, under
the Constitution, we have not the power to pass laws ex-

cluding JVegro Slaveryfrom the Territories. It involves
the sasie principles."— /Sp«ec/i of Senator Douglas,

June 3, 1850, pages 1115 and 1116, vol. 21, Cong. Globe,

1849-50.



HE BELIEVES IT IS CONSTITUTIONAL TO PROHIBIT

SLAVERY IN THE TERRiTORlES.

On tliG same day, and in tlie same speech, Mr.

Douglas referred to the Wihiiot Proviso resolu-

tions, passed by the Illinois Lt-gislature, thus :

" My bauds are tied upon one iiiolated point.
" A Senator—Can you not break loose ?

" Mr. Douglas—/ have no desire to break loose.

My opinions are my own, and I express them freely.

My votes belong to those who sent nic here, and to

whom I am responsible. I have never dift'ered with my
constituency durinir seven years' service in Congrc^ss,

except upon one sulitarv question. AND EVEN ON
THAT I HAVE NO CONSTITUTIONAL DIFFICUL-
TIES, and have previously twice givun the same vote,

under peculiar circumstances, which is now required
at my hands. I have no desire, therefore, to break loose

from the instruction,."—[Cony. Globe, Appendix, vol. 2:3,

parti, j)age 3T3.]

THE RESILDTIONS OF THE ILLINOIS LEGISLATURE.

This is perhaps an appropriate place to in-

troduce the Wilmot Proviso r-jsolutions of the

Illinois Legislature of 1849. They were adopted

by the Senate on the 8th of January, in that

year, and in the House on the9tli, in the follow-

ing words

:

Besolved by the Senate of the State of Illinois, the

House of Representatives concurring. That our Sen-
ators in Congress be instructed, and our Kepresenta-
tives requested, to use all honorable means in their
power to procure the enactment of such laws by Con-
gress for the government of the countries and territo-

ries of the United States acquired by the treaty of
peace, friendship, limits and settlement with the Re-
public of Mexico, concluded February 2d, 1848, as
ehall contain the exjyress declaration ' that there shall

be neither slavery nor involuntary serritude in said ter-

ritories, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.'

" Besolved by the House of Bepresentatires. the Senate
concurrin.fj herein. That the Governor be respectfully
requested to trausmir to each of our Senators and Re-
presentatives in Congress a copy of the joint resolu-
tion of the Senate, concurred in by the House on the
9th hist., for the exclusion of slavery from the new ter-

ritories acquired by our late treaty with the Republic
of Mexico."

MR. DOUGLAS RESPONDS TO THE RESOLUTIONS.

On the 23d of October, 1849, Mr. Douglas
made a speech in Springfield, 111. (referred to

above), which was published in the State Regis-

ter, of Nov. 8th, 1849. In this spencli he re-

ferred to the resolutions of instructions passed

by the Legislature, in the following language :

"In August, '48, he (Mr. Douglas) had voted for the
Oregon bill, containing a clause prohibiting slavery in
that Territory. About four months afterwards, the
Legislature assembled and prepared a resolution in-

structing our Senators, and requesting our Representa-
tives in Congress to vote for territorial bills in Califor-
uia and New Mexico, containing a prohibition of
slavery in those Territories. In other words, t/iey in-

structed him to do precisely what he hadjvst done with-
out instructions. He had been informed that his Whig
friends, and perhaps a few others, peculiarly situated,
confidently expected him to .resign, rather than obey
those instructious. It would be disagreeable to disap-
point them in so reasonable an expectation. It was a
serious question, however, requiring grave and delibe-
rate consideration, whether he could conscientiously
do under instructions what he had .just done from
THE DICTATES OP HIS JUDGMENT WITUOOT INSTRUC-
TIONS. As the decision of so important a question re-

quires time to consider, he invited them to wait and
eee."

If it be denied that Mr. Douglas ever uttered

these '^Abolition " sentiments, a copy of tlie Re-
gister containing them, may be found on file in

one of tlie iiublic offices at Sprinafield, another
at Jacksonville, and perhaps others in other parts

of the State, though it is true that several lile.<;

of the paper containing Mr. Douglas' speech of

Oct. 2od, 1849, were quite mysteriously muti-
lated or destroyed in 1854, after the repeal of tho
Missouri Compromise.

HE THOUGHT THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE SHOULD
HAVE BEEN EXTENDED TO THE PACIFIC.

The bill for the admission of Caiifornia being
under debate, Mr. Turney (of Tenn ), moved to

amend the same by extending the Mi.-jsoiui Com-
promise line to the Pacific Ocean, saying his

amendment was a verbatim co))y of l)oug!as'

amendment to the Oregon Bill. Mr. Douglas,
on the 6th day of August, 1850, said :

"As reference has been made to me as the author of
a similar amendment, in 1848, to the Oregon Bill, I de-
sire only to state that I was then willi]:i»"to adjust the
whole slavery question on that line anil those terms;
and'if ihe whole acquired territory was now in the same
condition as it was then, I WOULD NOW VOTE
FOR IT. AND SHOULD BE GLAD TO SEE IT
ADOPTED. But since then California has increased
her population, has a State government organized, and
I cannot consent, for one, to destroy that State govern-
ment and send all back, or that such a line as this
shall form her southern boundary. For that reason,
AND THAT ALONE, I shall vote against the amend-
ment."— [Cows'. Globe, Appendi.c, vol. 22, part 2, jiage
1510.

HE SAYS THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHWEST WERE
CONSCIENTIOUSLY OPPOSED TO SLAVERY.

In his speech in the Senate, on the 13th of

March, 1850 (already quoted from), Mr. Douglas
took occasion to vindicate the conscientious feel-

ings of the people of Illinois and the other North-
western Stiltes on the subject of slavery, as fol-

lows:

"I undertake to say that there is not one of these
States that would have tolerated the institution of
slavery in its limits, even if it had been peremptorily-
required to do so by act of Congress. It is a libel on
the character of these people, to say that tlie HONEST
SENTIMENTS OF THEIR HEARTS were smothered,
and their political action upon this question con-
strained and directed by act of Congress. Will the
Senators from Ohio, Indiana, IMichigan, Wisconsin
and Iowa ma:ce any such DEGRADINCi AD.MISSION
in respect to their constituencies? I WILL NEVER
BLACKEN THE CHARACTER OF MY OWN STATE
BY SUCH AN ADMISSION, and I know the character
of my colleague too well to harbor the thought that he
will allow it'to be said of her with impunity."

—

[Cong.
Globe, Apixndi.v, vol. 22, jMrt 1, paffe 370.]

Let the reader contrast this fine assertion of

the conscientious convictions of the people of

Illinois, with the horrible libel upon them con-

tained in his speech of February 29lh, 1860 (on
page 12, of this tract), and see how he lias kept
his promise, " never to blacken the character of

his own State by such an admission."

HE BELIEVES IN THE HIGHER LAW.

In his Chicago speech of October 23d. 1850,

in defense of the Fugitive Slave Law, Mi-. Doug-
las said

:

"The general proposition that thorp is n law PARA-
MOUNT TO ALL HUMAN EX.VCr.MENTS—the law
of the Supreme Ruler of the UniverM-- ITKi'STTHAT
NO CIVILIZED AND CHRISTIAN I'l'XJPLE IS PRE-
P.-'iRED TO QUESTION, MUCH LESS DENY. W^e
should recognize, respect and revere tho Divine law."
—Sheahan's Life of Douglas, page 184.

It is true that Mr. Douglas went on to argue
that the Divine law does not prescribe the forms
of human government, but all his subsequent
logic is not a match for the plain, unequivocal
statement here given that " there is a law para-

mount to all human enactments '
"



SLAVERY IN NEW MEXICO.

For the purpose of contrasting the views

uttered by Mr. Douglas in the Senate, on the

12th day of February, 1850, on the subject of

slavery in the territory of New Mexico, with his

remarks on the 16th of May, lr60, (hereafter

quoted,) we copy the following from the Con-

gressional Globe, vol. 22, part 1, page 343 :

"Mr Douglas — If the question is controverted

here I am ready to enter into the discussion of tjiat

Question at any time, upon a reasonable notice, and to

show that, hv the constituted authority and constitu-

tional authority of Mexico, slavery was prohibited in

New Mexico at the' time of the acquisition, and that

prohibition was acquired by us with the soil, and that

when we acquired the territory, we acquired it with

that attached to it -that covenant running \yith the soil

—and that luust continue, unless removed by compe-

tent authority. And because there was a prohibition

thus attached to the soil, I have always thought it \vas

an unwise, unnecessary, and unjustifiable course on the

part of the people of the free States to require Con-

gress to put another prohibition on the top ot that one

It has been the strongest argument that I have ever urged

against the prohibition of slavery in tM Territories

that it was not necessaryfor the accomplishment of that

object.^''

THE THREE NEBRASKA BILLS.

No. 1.

On the 17th day of February, A. D. 1853,

Senator Douglas, as Chairman of the Committee

on Territories, reported to the Senate his first

"Act to Organize the Territory of Nebraska.'^

This act contained no repeal of the Missouii

Compromise, and it failed to become a law for

want of time. Senator Atchison, of Missouri, on

the 3d day of March, 1653, made some remarks

on this bill, in which he acknowledged that he

had no hope of ever seeing the Missouri Compro-

mise repealed. He said

:

"I had two objections to this bill. One was, that

the Indian title to that territory had not been extm-

iruished or, at .east, but a very small portion of it had

been Another was, the Missouri Compromise, or, as

it is commonly called, the Slavery Restriction. It was

mv opinion at that time,—and I am not now very cle^r

on that subject.—that the law of Congress,_when the

State of Missouri was admitted into the Union, exclu-

dino- slavery from the territory of Louisiana north of

36 (fee 30 min., would be enforced in that territory un-

less it was specially rescinded; and whether that law

was in accordance with the Constitution of the United

States or not, it would do its work, and that work

would be to preclude slaveholders from going into that

territory But when I came to look into that question,

/ fmind that there was no prospect, no hope, of a repeal

of the Missouri Compromise, excluding slaveryfrom that

Territory Now, sir, lam free to admit that, at this

moment at this hour, and for all time to come, I should

oppose the organization or the settlement of that

Territory unle'sfci my constituents and the constituents

of the whole South, of the slave States of the Union,

could go into it upon the same looting, with equal

rights and equal privileges, carrying that species of

property with them as other people of this Union 1 es,

sir I acknowledg>3 that that would have governed me ;

but I have no hope that the restriction will ever be re-

"I have always been of opinion that the first great

error committed, in the political history of this coun-

trv was the Ordinance of 1787, rendering the North-

west Territory free territory. The next great error

was the Missouri Compromise. But they are both irre-

mediable. There is no remedyfor them. We must sub-

mit to them. lam prepared to do it. It is evident

THAT THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE CANNOT BE REPEALED,

SO far as that question is concerned, we might as well

agree to the admission of this Territory now as next

year, or five or ten years hence."— Caws'. Globe, bession

1852-53, page 1113.

No. 2.

On the 4th day of January, 1854, Mr. Douglas,

as Chairman of the Committee on Territories,

reported to the Senate his second bill for the or-

ganization of Nebra.ska. The bill was accom-

panied by a report, from which the following is

an extract

:

"Your Committee do not feel themselves called upon
to enter into the discussion of these controverted ques-

tions. They involve the same grave issues which pro-

duced the agitation, the sectional strife, and the fearful

struggle of 1850. As Congress deemed it wise and pru-

dent' to refrain from deciding the matters in contro-

versy then, either by affirming or repealing the Mexi-
can laws, or by an act declaratory of the true intent of

the Constitutfoii, and the extent of the protection af-

forded by it to slave property in the Territories, so

YOFB COMMITTEE AJ{ENOTPREPAEEB NOW
TO RECOMMEND A TJEPARTUBE hom the course

Dursui'd on that memorable occasion, EITHER BY
AFFIRMINC OR REPEALING THE EIGHTH
FiEC'TlON OF THE MISSOURI ACT, or liy any act

declaratory of the meaning of the Constitution in re-

spect to the legal points of dispute."

Senator Dixon, of Kentucky, immediately

introduced an amendment to the bill, declaring

the Missouri Compromise null and void. Sena-

tor Atchison, of Missouri, then the presiding

officer of the Senate, threatened Mr. Douglas with

a displacement from his position as Chairman of

the Committee on Territories unless he should

accept Mr. Dixon's amendment. Mr. Atchison

tells the whole story in a speech delivered at

Atchison City, Kansas, on the 10th day of Sep-

tember, 1854, reported as follows in the Parkville

Luminary

:

" He [Atchison] thought the Missouri Compromise
ought to be repealed ; he had pledged himself in his

public addresses to vote for no territorial organization

that would not virtually annul it ; and with this feeling

in his heart, he desired to be the Chairman of the Sen-

ate Committee on Territories when a bill was iatro-

duced.
•• With this object in view, he had a private interview

with Mr. Douglas, and informed him of what he desiied

—the introduction of a bill for Nebraska like what he
had promised to vote for, and that he would like to be
Chairman of the Committee on Territories, in order to

introduce such a measure : and if he could get that po-

sition, he would immediately resign as President of

the Senate. Judge Douglas requested twenty-four

hours to consider the matter, and if, at the expiration

of that time, he could not introduce such a bill as he
[Mr. Atchison] proposed, which would, at the same
time, accord with his own sense of justice to the South,

he would resign as Chairman of the Territorial Com-
mittee, in Democratic caucus, and exert his influence

to get him [Atchison] appointed. At the expiration

of the given time, Senator Douglas signified his inten-

tion to introduce such a hill as had beeu spoken of.'

No. 3

Whether Atchison told the truth or not, it is a

fact that, on the 23d day of January, 1854, nine-

teen days after he was " not prepared to recom-

mend a departure " from the Missouri prohibi-

tion, Mr. Douglas brought in a new bill, dividing

Nebraska into two Territories—Kansas and Ne-

braska—and repealing the Missouri Compromise

iu the following terms :

"That the Constitution, and all the laws of thg

United States which are not locally inapplicable, shall

have the same force and effect within the said Terri-

torv of Nebraska (and Kansas) as elsewhere within the

United States, except the eighth section of the act pre-

pavatorv to the admission of Missouri into the Union,
anoroved M;u-<h sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty,

whieh BE1N(; INCONSISTKXTWITH THE PRINCI-
CIPLE OF NOX-INTERVENTION BY CONGRESS
WITH SLAVERY IN THE STATES AND TERRITO-
RIES, AS RECOGNIZED BY THE LEGISLATION
OF 18.50, commonly called the Compromise Measures,

is hereby declared inoperative and void."



PART II.—PEO-SLAVSRY.

The introfluction of the third Nebraska bill,

repealin<T the Missouri Compromise, constitutes

tlie turnina point iu Mr. Douglas' political high-

way. From this sharp corner, his course is

wholly and utterly pro-slavery, down to the in-

troduction of the Lecompton bill in the Senate,

where he takes a position of indifference, best

exi)ressed in his phrase, " Don't care wliether

slavery is voted down or voted up." The indif-

ferent mood is preserved a little more than two

years, wlien, as will be seen by t!ie record, he

bec'uies mo e wrathfuUy pro-slavery than ever

befwre.

Popular Sovereignty.

The meaning of " Pojjular Sovereignity is now
shown by Mr. Douglas himself to be this : That

the people of a Territory shall not have the

power of electing their own executive officers

or judges, U(jr the right to make tlieir own laws,

except by a two-thirds vote, if the Federal Gover-

nor shall disapjjrove them ; and that they shall

' not have the right to exclude slavery at all. It is

furtiier siiown that under Popular Sovereignity
" no such thing as sovereign power attaches to a

Territory," and that the settlers upon all unor-

ganized lerritoiy of tlie United States are to be

treated as vagraiits and rebels. In other words,

that Popular Sovereignty means the right of the

people of the Territories to be governed entirely

by the President and ihe Supreme Couit. Let

the reader give his attention to the following

facts, taken from the record, and judge whether
this is not a correct statement of " Popular Sov-

ereignty;
"

POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY IN THE NEBR.4SKA BILL.

The twelfth section of the Kansas-Nebraska
Act says:

" That the Governor, Secretary. Chief Justice, Asbo-
ciato Justices, Attorney and Marshal, shall be nomi-
nated, and, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate, appointed by the President of the Vnited States'"

The sixth section of the same act says

:

" Every bill which shall have passed the Council and
House of Representatives of said Territory, shall, be-
fore it become a law, be presented to the Governor of
the Territory ; if he approve he shall sign it. but if not
he shall return it with his objections to the House in
which it originated, who shall enter the objections, at

larze, on their journal, and proceed to re-consider it.

If,
" after such re-consideration, two-tuurds of that

House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, to-

gether with the objections, to the other House, by
which it shall likewise be re-considered, and. if ap-
proved by Two-TUIEDS of that House, it shall bcc;>me
a law."

The seventh section of the same act says

:

" The Governor shall nominate, and by and with the
advice and consent of the legislative council, ayipoint
all ojlicers not herein olherivise providedfvr; and in the
first instance the Governor alone may appoint all said
officers who shall hold their offices until the end of the
first session of the legislative assembly, and he shall
lay off the necessary districts for members of the
council and House of Representatives, and all other
oflicers.

"

These extracts are introduced, not because

there has ever been any dispute about the facts,

but for the purpose of giving jury evidence of

the proposition sought to be established concern-

ing tlie ' true intent and meaning" of Popular
Sovereignty.

HE VOTES DOWN "POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY."

The true intent and meaning of the Nebraska
bill was declared to be " not to legislate slavery

into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it

tiierefrom, hut to leave the people perfectly free

lofirm and leguhne their own domestic institu-

Lioiis in their own way, subject only to the Con-
stitution of the United Slates." 'I'liis was the
" stump speech in the belly of the bill," as Mr.
Benton justly characterized it. On the 15th of

February, 1854, Senator Chase offered an amend-
ment to the bill, in order to exclude slavery

while in a Territorial condition, if they wanted
to. The amendment was as follows:

" Mr. Chase—I desire to submit an amendment—to
insert immediately after the words. ' subject to the
Constitution of the United States.' the following:

•' • Under which the people of the Territory, through
their appropriate representatives, may, if they see fit,

PROHIBIT THE EXISTENCE OP SLAVERY
THEREIN.' "—Cong. Globe, lS5i, part \, page 421.

After considerable discussion a vote was
taken, on the 2d of March following, and the

amendment was rejected by—yeas, 10, nays, 30

—

DOUGLAS voting in the negative. Thus, it ap-

peared that the jieople were not left perfectly

free to e2r/(ic?e slavery, according to Mr. Douglas'

understanding of his own bill.

HE D0E.S IT AGAIN.

On the 2d of July, 1856, Senator Trumbull
ofteied the following amendment to the bill for

the admission of Kansas, commonlv known as

the "Toombs Bill:"

" And be it further enacted. That the jirovisiou of the
Act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and Kan-

sas.' which declares it to l-.e the ' true intent and mean-
ing ' of said act • not to legislate slavery into any Terri-
tory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to
leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and re-

gulate their domestic institutions in their own way,
subject only to the Constitution of the United States,'

was intended to and does confer upon or leave to the
people of Kansas full power, at any time, through its

Territorial Legislature, to exclude slavery from said
Territory, or to recognize and regulate it therein."

The vote stood—yeas 11, nays 34. DOUG-
LAS voting in the negative. The amendment,
may be found on page 796, and the vote on page

799 of the Appendix to the Congressional Globe,.

1S55-6.

HE SAYS IT IS A QUESTION FOH TUE SUPREME
COURT.

On this occasion (to wit, on the 2d of July,.

1856), Mr. Douglas used the following language
in discussing the amendment

:

"My opinion in regard to the question which my
colleague is trying to raise here, has been well known to •

the Senate for years. It has been repeated over and.
over again. He tried, the other day, as those asso—



ciated with him on the stump used to do two years ago
and last year, to ascertain what were my opinions on
this point in the Nebra-.ka bill. I TOLD THEM IT
WAS A JUDICIAL QUESTION. SIv answer then
was, and now is. that IF THE < 'OXSTITUTION CAR-
RIE^ SLAVERY THERE, LET IT GO, AND NO
POWER ON EARTH CAN TAKE IT AWAY; hut if

the Constitution does not carry it there, no power hut
the people can carry it there. Whatever may he the

true decision on that constitutional point, it would not
have afl'ected my vote for or against the Nebraska bill.

I shonld liare supported it as readily if I thought the de-

cision icould be one ivay an tlie other. If my colleague
will examine my speeches, he will tind that declaration.

He will also find that I stated I would not discuss the
LEGAL QUESTION, f,)r that by the bill we referred

it to the Ooxwia."—Appendix to Cong. Globe, page 797.

And again on the samu day, in reply to Mr.

Trumbull, be said :

" I say I am willing to leave it to the Supreme Court
of the United States, tie cause the Constitution intrusted

it Vaai-a.—Appendix to Cong. Globe, 1855-6, page 797.

WHAT THE SUPREME COURT DECIDED.

This is tlie proper place to give the decision

of the Supreme Court on tlie question of

slavery in the Teriitories, and the right (jf Ter-

ritorial Legislatures to exi;lude it. It will be

founil on pages 450 ;ind 451, vol. 19. Howard's
Rf^ports (Dred Scott vs. John F. A. Sanford),

where, alter deciding that Congress had no
power to prohibit .slaver}' in a Territory, the

Court proceeded as follows :

"The powers over person and property of which we
speak, are not only nor granted to Congress, but are in
express terms denied, and they are forbidden to exer-
cise them. And this in'ohibition is not confined to the
States, but the words are general, and extend to the
whole territory over vv'hich the Constitution gives it

power to legislate, including those portions of it re-

maining under Territorial Government, as well as that
covered by States. It is a total absence of power
everywhere within the dominion of the United States,
and places the citizens of a Territory, so far as these
rights are concerned , on the same footing with citizens
of the States, and guards them as tirnily and plainly
against any inroads which the General Government
might attempt, under the plea of implied or inciden-
tal'powers. And if Congress itself cannot do this— if

it IS beyond the powers conferred on the Federal Gov-
ernment—id ID ill be admitted, we piresiinre, that it could
not authorize a Territorial Government to exercise them.
It could confer -no power on any local government estab-

lished by its authority, to violate the jirovisions of the
Constitution.
"It seems, however, to he supposed that there is a

difference between property in a slave and other pro-
perty, and that different rules may he applied to it in
expounding the Constitution of the Liuited States.
And the Uuvs and usages of nations, and the writings
of eminent jurists upon the relation of master aiid
slave, and their mutual rights and duties, and the pow-
ers which governments may exercise over it, have been
dwelt upon in the argument.
"Bui ill considering the question before us, it must

be borne in mind that tliere is no law of nations stand-
ing between the people of the United States and their
government, and interfering with their relation to each
other. The powers of the government, and the rights
of the citizens under it, are positive and practical
regulations plainly written down. The people of the
United States have delegated to it certain enumerated
powers, and forbidden it to exercise others. Jt has no
power over the person or property of a citizen but what
the citizens of the United States have granted. And
no laws or usages of other nations, nor reasoning of
i.tatesmen or jurists, upon the relation of master and
lila ve, can enlarge the powers of the government, or take
Jrom the citizens the rights they have reserved. And
if the Constitution recognizes the right of property of
the master in a slave, and makes no distinction be-
tween that description of property and other property
owned by a citizen, no tribunal, acting iinder the au-
thority of the United States, whether it be legislative,
crecutive or judicial, has a right to draw such a dis-
tinction, or deny to it the benefit of tlie provlnons and
gvarantees tvliich have been provided for the protection
of private property against the encroachments of the
government.

"Now, as we have already said in an earlier part of
this opinion, upon a difi'erent point, THE RIGHT OF
PROPERTY IN A SLAVE IS DISTINCTLY AND
EXPRESSLY AFFIRMED IN THE CONSTITUTION.
The right of traiiic in it, like an ordinary article of
merchandise and property, was guaranteed to the
citizens of the United States in every State that niight
desire it, for twenty years. And the Government in
express terms is pledged to protect it in all future time,
if the slave escapes fi-om his owner. This is done in
plain words, too plain to be misunderstood. And no
word can be found in the Constitution which gives
Congress a greater power over slave property, or
which entitles property of that kind to less protection
than property of any other description. The only
power conferred is the power coupled with the duty of
guarding and protecting the owner in his rights."

POINTS ESTABLISHED BY THE DECISION.

In the 19th vol. of Howard's Reports, l^age

395, a syllabus of the Dred Scott decision, em-
bracing the points e.stablished by the Court, is

given in the following words :

1st. "The Territory thus acquired, is acquired by
the people of the United States for their common and
equal benefit, through their agent and trustee—the
Federal Government. Congress can exercise no power
over the rights of persons or property of a citizen in
the Territory which is prohibited by the Constitution.
The Government and the citizen, whenever the Terri-
tory is open to settlement, both enter with their re-

spective rights defined and limited by the Constitu-
tion."

2d. " Congress has no right to prohibit citizens of
any particular State or States, from taking up their
homes there, while it permits citizens of other States
to do so. Nor has it a right to give privileges to one
class of citizens which it refuses to another. The
Territory is acquired for their equal and common ben-
efit, and if open to any, it must be open to all upon
equal and the same terms."

.3d. "Evert citizen has a eight to take with him
INTO THE TERraTORT ant ARTICLE OF PROPERTT WHICH
THE Constitution of the United States recog-
nizes AS prupertt."

4th. "The Constitution op the United States
REGULATES SLAVES AS PROPERTT, AND PLEDGES THE
Federal Government to protect it. And Congress
cannot exercise any more authority over property of
that description, than it may constitutionally exercise
over property of any other kind,"

5th. "The act of Congress, therefore, prohibiting a
citizen of the United States taking with him his
slaves when he removes to the Territory in question to
reside, is an exercise of authoritt over private
PROPERTT which IS NOT WARRANTED ET THE CONSTI-
TUTION, and the removal of the plaintift', by his owner,
to that Territory, gave him no title to freedom."

6th. "While it remains a Territory, Congress may
legislate over it within the scope of its constitutional
powers, in relation to citizens of the United States,

and may establish a Territorial Government, and the
form of this local government must be regulated by the
discretion of Congress ; but with powers not exceed-
ing those which Congress itself, by the Constitution,
is authorized to exercise over citizens of the United
States, in respect to their rights of property."

Senator Benjamin, in his speech of May 22d,

ISGO, says that this syllabus was prepared and
written out by Judge Taney himself.

ME. DOUGLAS INDORSES THE WHOLE DECISIOX.

The Dred Scott decision was delivered in

March. 1857, Mr. Buchanan had just been in-

augurated, and the Senate had just adjourned.

Mr. Douglas took an early occasion to give in his

adhesion, not only to the decision that Dred Scott

was not a citizen, and therefore could not bring

suit in a Circuit Court of the United States, but

also to the obiter dictum, that neither Congress

nor a Territorial Legislature could prohibit sla-

very in a Territory. Having found a Grand Jury
ill session at Springfield, in the month of June
(ollowing, an invitation was procured from that

august body, calling for the views of Mr. Douglas



on three points, to wit : the Lecompton Conven-
tion in Kansas ; tlie proposed invasion of Utah ;

and tlie Dred Scott Decision. On the last men-
tioned topic he spoke as follows :

" The character of Chief Justice Taney and the asso-
ciate judge's who concurred with him require no eulo-

gy—or vindication from me. They are endeared to the
people of the United States by their eminent public
services—venerated for their great learning, wi^idom
and experience—and beloved for the spotless purity of
their characters and their exemplary lives. The poi-

sonous shafts of partisan malice will fall harmless at

their feet, while their judicial decisions will stand in

all future time, a proud monument to their greatness,
the admiration of the good and wise, and a rebuke to

the partisans of faction and lawless violence.
• The Court did not attempt to avoid responsibility

by disposing of the case upon technical points without
touching the merits, nor did they go out of their way
to decide questions not properly before them and di-

rectly presented by the record. Like honest and conxi-
entioux judges, as they are, they met and decided each
pouit as it arose, and faithfully performed their whcjle
duty, and nothing but their duty, to their country. BY
])ETEUMINING ALL THE QUESTIONS IN "THE
CASE, and nothing but what was essential to the de-
cision of the case upon its merits."

—

Dmiglas" Sprlng-
field Grand Jury Speech, June l'2th, 1857

—

as is publish-
ed in tlie State Register

.

HE BELIKVES THAT THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE
OF THE TERRIORIES ARE *' HELD IN ABEYANCE."

On the 12th of March, 185G, Mr. Douglas sub-
mitted his famous report, accompanying a bill

for the admission of Kansas into the Union as a

State. Senator Chase's amendment to the Ne-
braska bill, authorizing the j^eople to exclude
slavery while in a territorial condition, having
been voted down, and the right of a Territorial

Legislature to prohibit slavery having thus been
denied, it became important to know whether, in

Mr. Douolas' opinion, the people can in any otlier

way exclude slavery prior to the formation of a

State Constitution. On this point Mr. Douglas is

very explicit in denying the right. In the report

here referred to he says :

" Without deeming it necessary to express any opin-
ion on this occasion, in reference to that [the Rhode
Island] controversy, it is evident that the principles
upon which it was conducted are not involved in the
revolutionary struggle now going on in Kansas; for
THE reason" THAT THE SOVEREIGNTY OF A TERRITORY
REM.MNS IN ABEYANCE SUSPENDED TN THE
UNITED STATES, IN TRUST FOR THE PEOPLE,
UNTIL THEY SHALL BE ADMITTED INTO THE
UNION AS A STATE."—Ziowytes' Report on Kansas
Affairs, Match 12, lS5b, page 3f».

This remarkable statement, taken by itself,

would seeia to be an open avowal of the Repub-
lican doctrine that Congress is tlio rightful guar-
dian of the Territories until they are prepared for

ailmission into the Union as States, but taken
with the context, it is no less than a foreshadow-
ing of the Dred Scott decision. In otlier words,
it denies that species of " sovereignty " to the
Territories which authorizes them to exclude sla-

very, and holds them on this point rigidly " sub-
ject to the Constitution of the United States," as

interpreted by tlie Supreme Court. It is conclu-
sive, however, of one thing, to wit, that '-the

sovei-eignty of a Territory remains in abeyance''^

—that the people cannot do the things which Mr.
Douglas himself proclaimed they might, do—that
they cannot do those things either through a

Territorial Legislature or by Mass Convention,
for the reason that their sovereignty is " suspend-
ed in the United Stattjs, in trust lor the people.
UNTIL THEY SHALL BE ADMITTED INTO THE UNION
AS A STATE."

HE SAYS THAT SLAVES ARE RECOGNIZED A3 " PRO-
PERTY '' BY THE CONSTITUTION.

On the 6tli of December, 1858, ^Ir. Douglas
spoke at New Orleans. The following quotation
from his speech is taken from the report in the
New Orleans Delta :

"I, in common with the Democracy of Illinois, ac-
cept the Dred Scott decision of the Supreme Court of
the United States, in the Dred Scott case, as an autho-
ritative exposition of the Constitution. Whatever
limitations the Constitution, as expounded by the
Courts, impose on the authority of a Territorial Legis-
ture, we clieerfully recognize and respect in conformity
with that decision. Sla7)es are recogidzed as property,
and placed on an equal footing with all other property.
Hence, the oivner ofSlaves—the same as the owner of any
other species ofproperty—has a right to retnove to a Ter-
ritory and carry hisproi^erty with him."

HE REPEATS THAT SLAVES MAY BE TAKEN TO THB
TERRITORIES LIKE OTHER PROPERTY.

Some of the Douglas organs in the North have
undertaken to say that their champion never ut-

tered the words quoted above from liis New Or-
leans speech. They will hardly deny, however,
that he repeated it even more offensively in the
Senate, on the 23d of February, 1S59, iu a debate
with Jeff. Davis, when he said :

" I do not put slavery on a difterent footing from
other property. I recognize it as property under what
is understood to be the decision of the Supreme Court.
I atLCue that the owner of slaves HAS THE SAAIE
KKUIT TO REMOVE TO THE TERRITORIES and
CARRY HIS SLAVE PROPERTY WITH HIM A3
THE OWNER OP ANY OTHER SPECIES OF PRO-
PERTY, and hold the same, subject to such local laws
as the Territorial legislature may constitutionally pass,
and if any person shall feel aggrieved by such local le-

gislation, he may appeal to the Supreme Court to test
the validity of such laws. I recognize slave property
to be on an equality with all other property , and apply
the same rules to it. I will not apply one rule to slave
property, and another to all other kinds of property."— Cong' Globe, 1S58-9, part 2, page 125(3.

And again

:

" Slaves, according to that decision, being property,
stand on an equal ""footing with all other property.
THERE IS JUST AS MUCH OBLIGATION ON THE
PART OF THE TEkRITOHIAL LECISLATURE TO
PROTECT S[,AVES AS EVERY OTHER SPECIES
OF PROPERTY, AS THERE IS TO PROTECT HORS-
ES, CATTLE, DRY GOODS, LIC^UORS, &c/'—Cong.
Globe, same vol., page 125S.

And again

:

" Hence, under the Constitution, there is no power
to prevent a Southern man going into the Territories
with his slaves, more than a Northern man."

—

Mr.
Douglas' Memphis Speech, Nov. 29, 185S, as published in
the Avalanche.

WHAT HE IS OBLIGED TO DO IN THE PREMISES.

In his letter replying to Judge Black's criticism

on his Harpers' Magazine article, Mr. Douglas
took pains to tell what lie deemed all persons
obliged to do who hold that slavery exists in tlie

Teiritones by virtue of the Constitution. He
said :

" In that article, without assailing any one, or im-
pugning any man's motive, I demonstrated, beyond the
Ijossibility of cavil or dispute, if slavery exists in the
Territories by virtue of the Constitution, the conclu-
sion is inevitable and irresistible, THAT IT IS THB
IxMPERATIVE DUTY OF CONGRESS TO PASS ALL
LAWS NECESSARY FOR ITS PROTECTION ; that
THERE IS AND CAN BE NO EXCEPTION TO THE
RULE, THAT A RKHIT GUARANTEED BY THB
CONSTITUTION Ml'ST BK PROTECTED BY LAW
IN ALL CASES WHERE LEGISLATION IS ESSEN-
TIAL TO ITS ENJOY >[ENT. That all who believe
that slavery exists in the Territories by virtue of thd
Constitution are bound by their conscience, and oaths



of fidelity to the Constitution, to support a Congres-
sional slave-code in the Territories.''''

Tliis direct and unequivocal statement of the

duty of those who believe that slavery exists in

the Territories hy virtue of the Constitution, nar-

rows the wlx^le controversy between Douglas and
Breckinridge down to a quibble, to wit: Is the

right to carry slave property into the Territories,

which Mr. Douglas concedes in the extracts quo-
ted above, equivalent to the existence of slavery

in the Territories by virtue of the Constitution ?

To use the brief and concise phrase employed by
Mr. Lincoln in his Columbus speech, " Can a

thing be lawfully driven away from a place where
it has a lawful right to be ?" Which faction of

the Democracy lias the advantage of logic and
truthfulness in this controversy ?

HE DROPS " POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY" ALTOGETHER.

Mr. Douglas has so frequently reindorsed the
Dred Scott decision, that it is hardly worth while
to notice his subsequent remarks on that theme.
Let it be observed, liowever, that, after the Illi-

nois election of 1858, Mr. Douglas ceased talking

about the right of Territorial Legislatures to ex-

clude slavery, but commenced on an entirely new
theme, to wit: "the right of the people to con-
trol slavery as i^ropertyy On the 22d of June,
1859, Mr. Douglas wrote the following letter to

J. B. Dorr, Esq., the editor of the Dubuque Her-
ald, which was immediately telegraphed all over
the country as the groundwork of principles on
which he would be willing to accept the nomina-
tion of the Charleston Convention :

" Washington, June 22, 1859.
" Mt Dear Sip.—I have received your letter inquiring

whether my friends are at liberty to present my name
to the Charleston Convention for the Presidential nom-
ination.

•' Before this question can finally be determined, it

will be necessary to understand distinctly upon what
issues the canvass is to be conducted. If, as I have
full faith they will, the Democratic party shall deter-
mine, in the Presidential election of ISOO, to adhere to
the principles embodied in the Compromise measures
of lt!50, and ratified by the people in the Presidential
election of 1S52, and reafiirmed in the Kansas-Nebraska
Act of 1854, and incorporated into the Cincinnati Plat-
form in 18.5t), as expounded by Mr. Buchanan in his let-

ter accepting the nomination, and approved by the
people in his election,—in that event, my friends will
be at liberty to present my name to the Convention, if

they see proper to do so. 'if, on the contrary, it shall
become the policy of the Democratic party, which I

cannot anticipate, to repudiate these, their time-hon-
ored principles, on which we have achieved so many
patriotic truiraphs, and in lieu of them the Convention
shall interpolate into the creed of the party such new-
issues as the revival of the slave-trade, or a Congres-
sional slave-code for the Territories, or the doctrine
that the Constitution of the United States ever estab-
lished or prohibited slavery in the Territories beyond
the power of the people legally to control 'it as property—
it is due to candor to say, that, in such an event, I

could not accept the nomination, if tendered to me.
Trusting that this answer will be deemed sufficiently
explicit, I am, very respectfully,

" Your friend, S. A. DOUGLAS.
"J. B. Dorr, Esq., Dubuque, Iowa."

Probably the best exposition which has been
made of tiiis new dogma is found in Mr. Lincoln's
speech delivered at Columbus, Oluo, in Septem-
ber, 1859, where lie noticed the change in Mr
Douglas' tone as follows :

"What he says now is something different in lan-
guage, and we will consider whether it is not difterent
in sense too. It is, now, that the Dred Scott decision,
or rather the Constituiio.-i under that decision, does not
carry slavery into the Territories beyond the power of
the people of the Territories to control it us other pro-
perty. He does not say that people can drive it out,
but they can control it as other property. The language

is diflferent: we should consider whether the sense is

ditterent. Driving a horse otit of this lot is too plain
a proposition to be mistaken about : it is putting him
on the other side of the fence. Or it might be a sort
of exclusion of him from the lot if you were to kill him
and let the worms devour him ; but neither of these
things is the same as 'controlling him as other proper-
ty.' That would be to feed him, to pamper him, to ride
him, to use and abuse him, to make the most money
out of him 'as other property;' but please you, what
do the men who are in favor of slavery want more than
this ? What do they really want, other than that slave-

ry, being in the Territories, shall be controlled as other
property?"

HE GOES FOR SUPREME COURT SOVEREIGNTT.

In his speech of February 23d, 1859, already

I'eferred to, Mr. Douglas again declared himself

ready to follow the Sirpreme Court to the crush-

ing out of Popular Sovereignty. He said :

" When the Supreme Court shall decide upon the
constitutionality of the local [Territorial] laws, I AM
PUKPAUED TO ABIDE BY THE DECISION WHAT-
EVEK IT MAY BE. AND HAVE IT EXECUTED
IN GOOD FAITH AS WELL AS IN OTIIEll CASES."
Cong. Globe, 1858-50, part '2, page 1'259.

And again in his speech of May 16th, 1860,

having read the Tennessee Compromise resolution

offered at the Charleston Convention, which was
as follows :

"That all citizens of the United States have an equal
right to settle with their property in the Territory, and
that under the decision of the Supreme Court which we
recognize as an exposition of the Constitution, neither
their rights of person or property can be destroyed or
impaired by Congressional or Territorial legislation."

—he proceeded to remark :

" The second proposition is. that a right of person
or property, secured by the Constitution, cannot be
taken away by act of Congress or of the Territorial
Legislature. Who ever dreamed that either Congress
or a Territorial Legislature, or any other legislative

body on earth coulddestroy or imi)air any right guar-
anteed or secured by the Constitution? No man that
I know oV'—Ap2)endix to the Cong. Globe, 1859-60,

page -316.

HE TELLS HOW TO C.4RRY OUT SUPREME COURT
SOVEREIGNTY.

In the same speech (May 16th, 1860), he tells

how to carry out Supreme Court Sovereignty, as

follows

:

" When that case shall arise, and the Court shall pro-

nounce its judgment, it will be binding on me, on you,
sir, and on every good citizen. It must be carried out
in good faith : AND ALL THE POWER OF THIS
GOVERNMENT—THE ARMY, THE NAVY, AND
THE MILITIA—ALL THAT WE HAVE—MUST BE
EXIORI LD TO CARHY THE DECISION INTO EF-
FECT IN GOOD FAITH, IF THERE BE RESIST-
ANCE."—J^p/iewdia; to Cong. Globe, 1859—60, page .311.

HE IS UTTERLY OPPOSED TO SQUATTER SOVE-
REIGNTY."

In a colloquy with Senators Davis and Gwin,
in the Senate, on the 17th of May, 1860, Mr.

Douglas utterly repudiated " squatter sovereign-

ty," in the following words :

" Regarding Squatter Sovereignty as a nickname in-

vented by the Senator and those with whom he acts,

which I have never recognized, I must leave him to

define the meaning of his own term. I have denounced
Squatter Sovereignty when you find it setting up a
Government in violation of law, as you do now at

Pike's Peak. I denounced it this year. When you
find an unauthorized Legislature, in violation of law,
setting up a Government without sanction of Congress
or Court, that is Squatter Sovereignty which I oppose.
There is the case of Dakotah, where you have left a
whole people without any law or territorial organiza-

tion, with no mode of appeal from Squatter Courts to

the United States Courts to correct their decisions

—

that is Squatter Sovereignty in violation of the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States. There is a
similar government set up over a part of Calijoruia



and a part of the Territory of Utah, called Nevada. It

has a delegate here, claiming to represent it. I have
deiiouncecl that as unlawful. I am opposed to all

such Squatter Sovereii,'nty. If that is what the Sena-
tor referred to, I am against it. All I say is, the people
of a Territory, when they have become organized under
the Constitution and "laws, have legislative power
over all rightful subjects of legislation consistent with
the Constitution of the United States. That is the
language of the law, and if they exercise legislative

powers on any subject inconsistent with the Constitu-
tion of the United States, the courts, to whom appeal
mav be taken under the laws, will correct their errors.

That is all.— Cows'. Globe, 1859-60, i^ajre 2147.

HE REPUDIATES TERRITORIAL SOVEREIGNTY AL.SO.

The following extract from Mr. Douglas' letter

in reply to Jud^e Black's criticism on his Har-

pers' Magazine essay, puts everytliiiig at ^ixes

and sevens again as regards his views of the sove-

reignty wliich belongs to the people of a Territory.

In tliat letter he says :

•• I have never said or thought that our Territories
were sovereign political communities, or even limited
sovereignties, like the States of this Union."

And again, in a colloquy witli Mr. Clay, of Ala-

bama, in tlie Senate, February 23, 1859, lie was
still more explicit in denying sovereignty to the

Territories

:

'• I will answer the Senator's question. First: I do
not hold that squatter sovereignty is superior to the
C oiHtitution. I HOLD THAT NO SUCH THING AS
SOVliUi:iGX POWER ATTACHES TO A TERRI-
ToitY WHILE A TERRITORY. I hold that a Terri-
tory possesses whatever power it derives from the Con-
sliuuion, under the organic act, and no more. I hold
that .\LL the power that a Territorial Legislature pos-
sesses is deri'ved from the Constitution and its amend-
ments, under the acts of Congress; and because I held
th:il. 1 denied last year that the people of a Territory,
w'lfhout the consent of Congre~is. could assemble at Le-
compton and create an organic law for that people. I

denied the validity of your Lecompton Constitution,
for the reason that Constitutions can only be made by
sovereign power, and because the Territory was not a
sovereignty, that was not a Constitution, but a peti-
tion."— 6'o"/;g'. Globe, 1858-59, part 2, page 1240.

It will be noticed, also, that, in these remarks,
Mr, Douglas supplied a link hitherto missing in

the chain which binds liim to the Dred Scott de-

cision. It is this : the Supreme Court say, that,

whereas Congress cannot prohibit slavery in the

Territory, it cannot delegate sucli power to a Ter-

ritorial Legislature. Mr. Douglas steps iu at this

point and says that all tlie powers vested in a

Territory are derived through the act of Congress
organizing it. Tliey have no powers tliat are not

so derived. Hence, if Congress cannot prohibit

slavery in a Territory, neither can the people of

the Territory do so by any means whatever.

A alTESTI0^f WHICH HE WILL NOT ANSWER.

In his colloquy with Mr. Davis, in the Senate,

May 17, 1860, Mr. Douglas refused to answer the

question, whether he would or would not si^a a

bill to protect slave property in the Territories,

if he were President of the United States. This

is a question which has an immediate and special

significance, and oiie wliich each voter lias a right

to put to Mr. Douglas and every other candidate

for President or Vice-President. Fortunately,

we have Mr. Douglas' reply, or his refusal to re-

, ply, on record. Tlie colloquy was as follows :

'• Mr. Davis—If it will not embarrass the Senator.
I would ask him if, as Chief Executive of the United
States, he would sign a bill to protect slave property in

State, Territory, or District of Columbia—an act of
Congress.
" iMR. Douglas—It will be time enough for me or

any other man to say what bills he will sign when he
is in a position to execute the power.

"Mr. Da^hs—I shall not ask you a question further
than you wish to answer—certainly not.
"Mr. Douglas—The Senator can ask all the ques-

tions he pleases, and I shall answer them when I please;
but I was going to say that I do not recognize the right
to catechise me in this way. The Senator has no right
to do it after sneering at my pretensions to the place
which he assumes that I desire to occupy.

" Mr. Davis—I grant the Senator the right not to an-
swer the question, though it seemed to me to be leading
very directly up to an exact understanding between us
as to what he meant by non-intervention. I, however,
will not press that, or any other question, against his
wishes."

—

Cong. Globe, lH&'i-iiO, page 2147.

HE GOES DIRECTLY FOR SUPREME COURT SOVER-
EIGNTY AND A TERRITORIAL SLAVE CODE.

On the 23d of June, 1860, the Douglas wing of

the National Democratic Convention, at Balti-

more, finished up its business by adopting the

following resolution as a part of its platform,

—

the resolution having been offered by Mr. Wick-
liffe, of Louisiana, who dectareii that its adoption

would give Mr. Douglas 40,000 votes in that

State :

'•• Eesolved, That it is in accordance with the Cincin-
nati platform, that during the existence of Territorial
Governments, the measiu-e of restriction, whatever it

may be, imposed by thi; Federal Constitution on the
power of the Territorial Legislature over the subject of
the domestic relations, «? the same has been or shall

hereafter be decided by the Supreme Court of the United
States, should be respected by all good citizens, and
enforced with promptness and fidelity by every branch
of the General Government.'''

In liis letter accepting the nomination, Mr.
Douglas gave his paiticular attention to the

Wickliffe slave-code resolution, remarking upon
it as follows :

"Upon a careful examination of the platform of
principles adopted at Charleston and re-affirmed at
Baltimore, with an additional resolution which is in
perfict harmony with the others, I find it to be a faith-

ful" embodiment of the time-honored principles of the
Democratic party, as the same were proclaimed and
understood bv all parties in the Presidential contests
of 1S48, 1852 a'nd lS.5(i."'

Thus has squatter sovereignty at last been
completely squatted out

!

HE ENDEAVORS TO BRING KANSAS INTO THE UNION
WITHOUT HAVING HER CONSTITUTION SUBMITTED
TO THE PEOPLE.

On the 25th of June, 1856, while the bill for

the admission of Kansas was pending in the

Senate, Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, introduced an
amendment, which was ordered to be printed,

and. with the original bill and other amendments,
recommended to the Committee on Territories,

of which Mr. Douglas was Cliairman. This

amendment of Mr. Toombs, printed by order of

the Senate, provided for the appointment of com-
missioners who were to take a census of Kansas,

divide the Territory into election districts, and.

superintend the election of delegates to form a
Constitution, and contains a clause in the 18th
section requiring the Constitution wliich should
be formed to be submitted to the people for

adoption, as follows :

" That the following propositions be and the same
are hereby oft'ered to the said Convention of the people
of Kansas, when formed, for their free acceptance or
rejection, which, if accepted by the Convention, and
RATIFIED BT THE PEOPLE AT THE ELECTION FOR THE
ADOPTION OF THE CONSTITUTION, shall be obliiratory on
the United States, and upon the said State of Kansas,
etc."

This amendment of Mr. Toombs was referred

to the committee of which Mr. Douglas was
Chairman, and reported back by him on the 30th
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of June, with the words "And ratified by the

people at the election for the adoption of the

Constitution" stricken out. On the 9th of De-
cember, 1S57, Senator Bigler explained how the

snbmission clause came to be stricken out, as

follows :

" I was present when that subject was discussed by
Senators, before the bill was introduced, and the ques-
tion was raised and discussed whether the Constitu-
tion, when formed, sliould be submitted to a vote of the
people. It was held by the most intelligent on the
subject, that in view of all the difficulties surrounding
that Territory, the danger of any experiment at that
time of a popular vote, "it would be better that there
SHOULD BE NO SUCH PROVISION IN THE ToOJIBS' BILL:
and it is my understanding in all the intercourse I

had, that that Convention would make a Constitution
and send it here without submitting it to the popu-
lar VOTE."

—

Conrf. Globe, part 1, 18.57-58, 2}(ige 21.

Referring to same subject again on the 21st of

December, 1857, Mr. Bigler continued:

"Nothing was further from my mind than to allude
to any social or confidential interview. The meeting
was not of that character. Indeed, it was semi-ofiiciai,
and called to promote the public good. My recollec-
tion was clear that I left the conference under the im-
pression that it had been deemed best to adopt meas-
ures to admit Kansas as a State through the agency of
one popular election, and that for delegates to the
Convention. This impression was the stronger, be-
cause I thought the spirit of the bill infringed upon the
doctrine of non-intervention, to which I had great
aversion ; but with the hope of accomplishing great
good, and as no movement had been made in that di-

rection in the Territory, I waived this objection, and
concluded to support the measure. I have a few items
of testimony as to the correctness of these impressions,
and with their submission I shall be content. I have
before me the bill reported by the Senator from Illi-

nois, on the 7th of JIarch, 1850, providing for the admis-
sion of Kansas as a State, the third section of which
reads as follows :

" ' That the following propositions be, and the same
are hereby offered to the said Convention of the people
of Kansas, when formed, for their free acceptance or
rejection : which, if accepted by the Convention and
ratified by the people at the election for the adoption of
the Constitution, shall be obligatory upon the United
States, and upon the said State of Kansas.'

" The bill read in place by the Senator from Georgia,
on the 2.5th of June, and referred to the Committee on
Territories, contained the same section, word for word.
Both these bills were under consideration at the con-
ference referred to, but, sir, when the Senator from
Illinois reported the Toombs bill to the Senate, with
amendments, the next morning, it did not contain that
portion of the third section which indicated to the
Convention that the Constitution should be approved
by the people. The words • and ratified by the people
ai; the election for the adoption of the Constitution,'
had been stricken out."— Cong. Globe, part 1, 1857-8,

pages 113 and 114.

Better testimony, however, is that of Toombs
himself, delivered in the Senate on the 18th of

March, 1S57, as follows :

" The first twelve sections provided the machinery
for executing the (Toombs) bill, so that there should
be no dispute as to its fairness.

" The other sections, containing only the formal parts
of the bill, incident to every enabling act, I cut off
with my scissors from a printed bill before me. The
first twelve sections are in my own writing. In the
thirteenth section, under the usual clause, stating that
the following shall be the Vundamental conditions of
admission. THERE -WKKE WORDS REQUIRING A
SUBMISSION OF THE CONSTITUTION TO THE
PEOPLE. That I did not observe.

•' When the bill came up for consideration between
some gentlemen of the Committee and myself, there
being no provision in the b:ll for a seconil election :

there being no safeguards fur such a popular election
;

the bill being incongruous as to that purpose, I sug-
gested the striking out of this clause. It was done as
the report sliows. It having got there by accident, it

was stricken out at my suggestion, as" a matter of
course. The principles upon'which that measure was
based, were these :—First, that all the legal voters of
the Territory should have a fair (ipportunity, free from
force or fraud, to elect a Convention, andto make a
Constitution: AND THEN TH.\T THEY SHOULD
COME INTO 'IHE UNION, UNDER THAT CONSTI-

TUTION, WITHOUT REFERRING EITHER THE
CONSTITUTION TO THE PEOPLE, OR THE QUES-
TION OP ADMISSION AGAIN TO CONGRESS. It
was intended as an assent to admission, in advance."
—Apipendix to the Cong, Globe, lS57-'58, page 127.

Best of all, however, is the testimony of Mr,
Douglas, given in the Senate, on the 9th of De-
cember, 1857, as follows :

" During tlie last Congress I reported a bill from the
Committee on Territories, to authorize the people of
Kansas to assemble and form a Constitution for them-'
selves. Subsequently the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
Toombs) br.,ught forward a substitute for my bill,

which, AFTER having been modified by him and my-
self IN consultation, was passed by the Senate."
— Cong. Globe, pa?'l 1, 1857-58, page 15.

Bigler and Toombs having avowed their com-
plicity in the swindle, Mr. Douglas thus makes
haste to admit liis share in it, by saying that it

was modified " by himself and Toombs in con-

.suUati(jn." What was the modification ? Sim-
ply this : tliat Mr. Douglas reported the bill back,
not only with the submission clause stricken

out, but with a new clause inserted, which reads

as follows

:

" AND until the COMPLETE EXECUTION OF THIS ACT,
NO OTHER ELECTION SHALL BE HELD IN SAID
TERRITORY."

Can any one fail to comprehend this clear and
logical chain of evidence ? At the time when
Douglas and Toombs were at work on their pre-

ciou.s conspiracy, Kansas was in the hands of the

Border Ruffians and entirely at their mercy. The
Territorial office-holders were nearly all assassins

and otitlaws. The Federal troops were either

assisting or conniving at the Missouri invasion.

Under these circumstances is there any doubt
ichat land of a Constitution would have been
made by the Buford-Atchison gang who were
then ravaging Kansas, when they understood
perfectly that their act would be conclusive of

the destinies of the Territory, and when Douglas
had especially provided that ''until the complete
execution of the act, no other election shall ie

held in the Territory .'"

HE DEFENDS THE BORDER RUFFIANS OF MISSOURI.

In his report of March 12th, 1856, already re-

ferred to, Mr Douglas defended the Border Ruf-

fian invaders of Kansas, as follows :

" The natural consequence was, that immediate steps

were taken by the people of the western counties of

Missouri to stimulate, organize and carry into effect a
system of emigration similar to that of the Massachu-
setts Emigrant Aid Company, for the avowed purpose
of counteractinLT the effects and protecting themselves

and their domestic institutions from the consequences
of that company's operations. The material ditt'erence

in the character of the two rival and conflicting move-
ments consists in the fact that the one had its origin in

an AGGEESSIVE and the other in a DEFENSIVE
policy."

HE DECLARES THE BOGUS LEGISLATURE OF KAN-

SAS TO HAVE BEEN VALID.

In the same report, and on page 15 thereof,

Mr. Douglas asserted the validity of the bogus

Legislature, and its acts, as follows :

" So far as the question involves THE LEGALITY
OF THE KANS.^S LEGISLATURE AND THE VALID-
ITY OF ITS ACTS, it is entirely immaterial whether
we adopt the reasoning and conciusion of the minority

or maioritv reports, for each proves that the LEGIS-
LATURE WAS LEGALLY AND DULY CONSTI-
TUTED."
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HE SAYS THE PEOPLE OP KANSAS MUST BK
'• SUBDUED."

Ill tlie same re|)Ovt, and on page -jO thoroot",

he advocates the subjection of the people of

Kansas, in the following words :

"In this connection, your Committee feel snicere
satisfaction in commending the messages and i^ro-

clamalious of the President, in which we liavc the
gratifying assurance that the supremacy of tlie laws
will be maintained; that rebellion will be cruslied;
* * * that the federal and local laws will be vindi-

cated against all attempts of organized resistance."'

And again, in his speech of March 12th,

1856 :

" The minority report advocates foreign intcrforenco
;

we advocate self-government and non-iuterlerence.
We are ready to meet the issue, and there will be no
dodging. We intend to meeet it boldl v ; TO KKQUIICE
SUBMISSION TO THE LAWS AND TO THE i;oN-
STI'l'iri:!) AUTH017ITIES; TO REDUCE TO SUB-
JECTION THOSE WflO KESIST THE.M, AND TO
PUNISH REBELLION AND TREASON. I am glad
that a defiant spirit is exhibited here ; we accept the
issue."— Co/ij'. Globe, part 1, 1855-5(i, page (i3y.

HE THINKS SENATOR SUMNER SHOULD BE
" KICKED LIKE A DOG."

On the 20th day of May, 1856, Mr. Douglas
indulged in the following language, in reply to

Senator Sumner—the day on which he was blud-

geoned by Preston S. Brooks :

"It is his object to provoke some of ns to KICK
IIIM AS WE WOULD A DOG 1 A hundred times has
he called the Nebraska Bill a swindle—an act of in-

famy, and each time went on to illustrate the com-
plicity of each man who voted for it in perpetrating
the crime. * * * How dare he approach one of
these gentlemen, to give him his hand, after that act ?

If he lelt the courtesies between men, he would not do
it. He would deserve to have himself SPIT IN THE
FACE for doing so."

—

Appendix to the Cong. Globe,

185orat), page 545.

HE VINDICATES DAVID R. ATCHISON.

In the same speech, and on the same day, Mr.

Douglas proceeded to vindicate David R. Atchi-

son, of Missouri, who was then leading a company
of Border Ruttians against Kansas, in the follow-

ing eulogistic terras :

" The Senator has also made an assault on the late
President of the Senate—General Atchison

—

a gentle-
man OP AS KIND A NATURE, OP AS GENUINE AND TRUE
A HEART AS EVER ANIMATED A HUMAN SOUL. He is

impulsive and generous, carrying his good qualities
sometimes to an excess, whicli iiiduces him to say and
do many things that would not meet my approval ; but
all who know him, know him to be a gentleman and
AN honest man—true and loyal to the Constitution of
his country."

—

Appendix to the Cong. Globe, 1855-5(5,

page 540.

HE THINKS SENATOR TRUMBULL IS A TRAITOR,
AND THAT ALL TRAITORS SHOULD BE HUXG.

The following extract from Mr. Douglas'
speech on Kansas affairs, in the Senate, March
20th, 185G, is submitted without comment. The
laiiguage is sufficiently direct for the comprehen-
sion of all fair-minded men;
"A word or two more on another point and I will

close. My colleague has made an assault on the Presi-
dent of the United States for his efforts to vindicate the
supremacy of the laws, and put down insurrection and
rebellion in the Territory of Kansas. In my opinion,
the President of the United States is entitled to the
thiinks of the whole country for the promptness and
sncrgy with which he has met the crisis. It was his
Imperative duty to maintain the supremacy of the laws
and see that they are faithfully executed It was his
duty to suppress rebellion and "put down treason. My
colleague says that it will be necessary to catch the trai-
tor before the President can hang him. My opinion is

that, from the signs of the times, and in view of all that

is passing around us, as well as at a distance, there will
be very linle difficulty in arrr\sting the traitors—and
that, too, WITHOUT GOING ALL THE WAY TO
KANSAS TO FIND THEM ! LLaughter.J This gov-
ernment has shown itself the most powerful of any on
earth in all respects except one It has shown itself
equal to foreign war or to domestic defence ; equal to
any emergency that may arise in the exercise of its
high function in all things EXCEPT THE POWER TO
HANG A TRAITOR!

I trust in God that the time is not near at hand, and
thiit it may never come, when it will be the imperative
duty of those charged with the faithful execution of the
laws, to exercise that power. I trust that calmer and
wiser counsels will prevail ; that passion mav subside,
and reason and loyalty return, before the ovej't act shall
be committed. I fervently hope that the occasion may
never arise which shall render it necessary to test the
power of the Government and tlie tlrmness of the ex-
ecutive in this respect; but if, unfortunately, that con-
tingency shall happen; if treason against the United
States shall be consummated, far be it from my purpose
to express the wish that the penalty of the law may not
fall upon the traitor's head!"

—

Appendix to the Cong.
Globe, 1855—5(i, page 2S8.

HE INDORSES THE LECOHPTON CONSTITUTION IN

ADVANCE.

On the 12th of June, 1857, Mr. Douglas made
his " Orand Jury " speech, so-called, at Spring-

field, to whicli one reference has already been
made. Tho following extracts from this speech
are taken from the phonographic report publish-

ed in the Missouri Republican of June 18tli, 1857.

The famous Lecompton Convention had just been
called by the bogus Legislature, and on this topic

he spoke as follows :

"Kansas is about to speak for herself through her
delegates assembled in convention to form a constitu-
tion, preparatory to her admission into the Union on
an equal footing with the original States. Peace and
prosperity now prevail throughout her borders. The
law under which her delegates are to be elected is be-
lieved to be just and fair in all its objects and provi-
sions. If any portion of the inhabitants, acting under
the advice of political leaders in distant States, shall
choose to absent themselves from the polls, and with-
hold their votes, with a view of leaving the Free State
Democrats in a minority, and thus securing a pro-slav-
ery constitution in opposition to a majority of the
people living under it, let the responsibility rest on
those who, for partisan purposes, will sacrilice the prin-
ciples they profess to cherish and promote."

HE SAYS THE DECLAEATION OF INDEPENDENCE
WAS NOT INTENDED TO INCLUDE "ALL MKN."

In the same speech, Mr. Douglas ventilated his

views of the Declaration of Independence, as fol-

lows :

" The signers of the Declaration of Independence,
referred to the white man, and to him alone, when they
de:-lared that all men wei e created equal. They were in
a struggle with Great Britain. The principle they were
assertang was that a British sub.ject born on Ameri-
can SOIL. WAS equal to A BRITISH SUBJECT BORN IN EN-
GLAND—that a British subject here, was entitled to all

the rights, and privileges, and immunities, under the
British Ccnistitution. that a British subjeet in England
enjoyed : that their rights were inalieiiabk', and hence
that Parliament, whose power was omnipotent, had no
power to alienate them."

It appears thus, that in Mr. Douglas' opinion
not only the African race, but the German, Ital-

ian, French, Scandinavian, and, indeed, every na-

tion except the English, Irish, Scotch and Ameri-
can, are excluded from all part or lot in the Dec-
laration of Independence. The phrase "all men,"
does not refer to them. They have no business

with the Fourth of July. It is to be observed
that in this matter Mr. Douglas has outrun the

i)red Scott decision itself, which, after quoting

the language of the Declaration of Independence,
.says :

'• The general words above quoted would seem to em-
brace the whole human family, and if they were used
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in a similar instrument at this clay, would ha so xmder-
stood. But it is too clear for dispute, that the enslaved
African race were not intended to be included, and
formed no part of the people who framed and adopted
this declaration."

HE SAYS SLAVERY IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
RULES OK CIVILIZATION AND CHRISTIANITY.

In the same speech Mr. Douglas gave utterance

to the following atrocious senlimeuts on slavery

in the abstract

:

" At that day the negro was looked upon as a being

:»f an inferior race. All history had proved that in no
part of the world or the world's history, had the ne.^ro

ever shown himself capable of self-government, and it

was not the intention of the founders of this govern-

ment to violate that great law of God which made the

distinction between the white and the black man.
That distinction is plain and palpable, and it has been

the rule of civilization and Christianity the ivorld over,

that whenever any man or set of men tcere incapable of
taking care of themselves, they should consent to be gov-

erned by those who are capable of managing their affairs

for them."

In revising the Missouri Reptiblican^s report of

this speech, for publication in the State Register,

Mr. Douglas or some discreet friend omitted this

obnoxious paragraph. But that does not relieve

liim from the responsibility of it, because we find

the same idea, in nearly the same language, in

his Chicago speech of October 23d, 1850, as pub-
lished in Sheahau's Life of Douglas, to wit

:

" The civilized world have always held that when
^ny race of men have shown themselves so degraded
by ignorance, superstition, cruelty and barbarism as to

be utterly incapable of governing themselves, they
must, in the nature of thni"s, be governed by others,

by such laws as are deemecfapplicable to their condi-
tion."—»%eaArt/i',s Life of Douglas, page 184.

This is popular sovereignty with a vengeance !

HE don't care WHETHER SLAVERY IS VOTED
DOWN OR VOTED UP.

It was with this epigrammatic phrase that Mr.
Douglas signalized his objection to the Lecompton
Constitution, on tlie 9th of December, 1857,

when he spoke as follows

:

"But I am told, on all sides, 'Oh, just wait: the
pro-slavery clause will be voted down.' That does not
obviate any of my objections; it does not diminish
any of them. You have no more right to force a Free
State Constitution on Kansas than a Slave State Con-
stitution. If Kansas wants a Slave Stale Constitution,
she has a right to it ; if she wants a Free State Constitu-
tion, she has a right to it. It is none of my business
which way the slavery clause is decided. I CARE NOT
WHETHJiR IT IS VOTED DOWN OR VOTED UP."
— Cong. Globe, 1857-58, part 1, page 18.

HE URGKS THAT SLAVERY SHOULD LAST FOREVER.

In his joint debate with Mr. Lincoln, at Quin-
C}', Illinois^ Mr. Douglas frankly confessed that

his " great principle " contemplated that slavery

should last /oj-ftrr. He said:

" In this State, we liave declared that a negro shall

not be a citizen, and we have also declared that he shall

not be a slave. We had a right to adopt that policy.

Missouri has just as good a right to adopt the other jjoli-

cy. I am now speaking of rights under the Constitu-
tion, and not of moral or religious rights. I do not
discuss the morals of the people of Missouri, but let

them settle that matter for themselves. I hold that the
people of the slaveholding States are civilized men as
well as ourselves ; that they bear consciences as well
as we : and that they are accountable to God and their
posterity, and not to us. It is for them to decide,
therefore, the moral and religious ri^ht of the slavery
question for themselves, within their own limits. 1

assert that they had as much right under the Constitn-
tion to adopt the system of policy which they have, as
we had to adopt ours. So it is with every other State
in this Union. Let each State stand firmly by that

treat constitutional right, let each State mind its own
usiness and let its neiglibors alone, and there will be

no trouble on this question. If we will stand by that
principle, then Mr. Lincoln will find that this Republic
CAN EXIST FOREVER DIVIDED INTO FREE and
SLAVE STATES, as our fathers made it, and the peo-
ple of each State have decided."

—

Lincoln and Douglas
Debates of 1858, page 209.

HE RAYS IF HE WERE A CITIZEN OF LOUISIANA

HE WOULD VOTE FOR THE PERPETUATION OP
SLAVERY.

In his Sedition law speech, in the Senate, on
the 23d of January, 1860, Mr. Douglas went a

step further by asserting, roundly and without
qualification, that if he were a resident of a

Southern State, he would vote to retain and
maintain slavery. His language was as follows :

" Sir, I hold the doctrine that a wise statesman will

adapt ills laws to the wants, conditions and interests

of the people to be governed bv them. SLAVERY
MAY BE VERY ESSENTIAL "IN ONE CLIMATE
AND TOTALLY USELESS IN ANOTHER. IF I
WERE A CITIZEN OF LOUISIANA, I WOULD
VOTE FOR RETAINING AND .AlAINTAININQ
SLAVERY. BECAUSE I BELIEVE THE GOOD OF
THAT PEOPLE WOULD REQUIRE IT."— Cong.
Globe, 1859-60, page 559.

HE THINKS SLAVERY IS A MERE QUESTION OP
DOLLARS AND CENTS.

Shortly after the Illinois election of 1858, Mr.
Douglas made a Southern tour, stopping at St.

Louis, Memphis, and New Orleans, and address-

ing the people at those places on political topics.

He spoke at Memphis, on the 29th of November,
and the following is an extract from his speech
as reported phonograpliically in the Memphis
Avalan che :

"Whenever a Territory has a climate, soil and pro-
ductions making it the interest of the inhabitants to
encourage slave property, they will pass a slave code
and give it encouragement. Whenever the climate,
soil and productions preclude the possibility of slavery
being profitable, they will not permit it. You come
EIGHT BACK TO THE PRINCIPLE OP DOLLARS AND CENTS.
I do not care where the immigration in the Southern
country comes from : if old Joshua R. Giddings should
raise a colony in Ohio and settle down in Louisiana,
he would be the strongest advocate of slavery in the
whole South ; he would find, when he got there, hi3

opinion of slavery would be very much modified; he
would find, on those sugar plantations, that it was not
a question between the white man and the negro, but
between the negro and the crocodile. He would say,

that, between the negro and the crocodile, he took the
side of the negro ; but, between the negro and the
while man, he would go for the white man."

Again, in his speech of February 29, 1860, in

the Senate, in the course of his assault on Sena-

tor Seward, he said :

" We in Illinois tried Slavery while we were a Terri-

tory, and found it was not profitable ; and hence we
turned philanthropists and abolished it."

—

Cong. Globe,

1859-61), page 915.

And again in the same discussion

:

" But they (the people of Illinois) said, ' experience
proves that it is not going to be profitable in this cli-

mate.' T/iey liad no scruples about it. Every one of

them was nursed by it. His father and his mother
held slaves. They had no scruple about its being nght,
but they said, ' we cannot make any money by it, and
as our State runs away off north, up to those eternal

snows, perhaps we shall gain population faster if we
stop slavery and invite in the Northern population ;'
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and aa a matter of political policy, State policy, they
prohibited slavery themselves."— Corey. Globe, 18.59-60,

page 919.

HE SAVS THE ALMIGHTY HAS RtCaUIRED THE EX-

ISTENCE OF SLAVERY

!

In the Memphis speech, following immediately

after the extract quoted above, from the Ava-

lanche, comes the following blasphemous decla-

ration :

" The Almighty has drawn the line on this continent

ON ONE SIDE or "which THE SOIL MUST BE CULTIVATED
BY SLAVE LABOR. That line did nut run on thirty-uix

degrees and thirty minutes, for thirty-six degrees and
thirty minutes runs over mountains and through val-

leys. But this slave line meanders in the sugar fields

and plantations of the South— [the remainder of the

sentence was lost by the confusion around the reporter.]

And the people living in the ditt'erent localities and in

the Territories must determine for themselves whether
their 'middle bed' is best adapted for slave or free la-

bor."

HE GOES FOR A SEDITION LAW.

On the 23d of January, ISGO, Mr. Douglas

made his famous speecli in favor of a new Sedi-

tion Law, for the purpose of " suppressing the

irrepressible conflict." Senator fthison had al-

ready introduced a resolution for the apijointment

of a Select Committee to investigate the Jolm
Brown raid at Harper's Ferry, and to report

whetlier any further legislation was necessary in

the premises. Nevertheless, Mr. Douglas intro-

duced the following additional resolution :

" Resolved, That the Committee of the Judiciary be
instructed to report a bill for the protection of each
State and Territory of the Union against invasion by
the authorities or inhabitants of any other State or Ter-
ritory ; and for the suppression and punishment of
conspiracies or combinations in any State or Territory
with intent to invade, assail, or molest the government,
inhabitants, property, or institutions of any other
State or Territory of the Union."

Upon this resolution he made a speech, on
the 23d of January, as aforesaid, from which the

following are coiLsecutive extracts :

" The question, then, is, what legislation is neces-
sary and proper to render this guarantee of the Consti-
tution eftectual? I presume there will be very little

diflerence of opinion that it will be necessary to place
the whole military power of the Government at the
disposal of the President, under proper guards and re-

strictions against abuse, to repel and suppress inva-
sion when the hostile force shall be actually in the
field. But, sir, that is not sufficient. Such legislation
would not be a full compliance with this guarantee of
the Constitution. The framers of that instrument
meant more when they gave that ''uarantee. Marie the
difference in language between the provision for pro-
tecting the United States against invasion and that for
protecting the States. When it provided for protect-
ing the United States, it said Congress shall have pow-
er to ' repel invasion.' When it came to malve this
guarantee to the States it changed the language and
said the United States shall • protect ' each of the
States against invasion.
"Then, sir, I hold that it is not only necessary to

use the military power when the actual case of inva-
sion shall occur, but to authorize the judicial depart-
ment of the Covernment to suppress all conspiracies
and combinations in the several States with intent to
invade a State, or molest or disturb its government, its
peace, its citizens, its property, or its institutions.
You must punish the conspiracy, the combination with
intent to do the act, and then you will suppress it in
advance.*******

" It cannot be said that the time has not yet arrived
for such legislation. It is only necessary to inquire
into the causes which produced the Harper's Ferry
outrage, and ascertain whether those causes are yet in
active operation, and then you can determine whether
there is any ground for apprehension that the invasion
will be repeated. Without stopping to adduce evidence
in detail, I have no hesitation in expressing my firm
and deliberate conviction, that THE HAEPER'S FER-

RY cnnrE was the natural, logical, INE"v^-
TABLE RESULT OF THE DOCTRINES AND
TE.^CHINGS OP THK REMTBLICAN PARTY, AS
EXl'L.MNED AND ENFUKCEl) IX THEIR PLAT-
FORM. THEIR I'ARTIZAN PRESSES. THEIR PAM-
PHLETS AND BOOKS, AND ESPECIALLY IN THE
SPEECHES OF THEIR LE^VDERS IN AND OUT UF
CuNGRESS.*******
"And, sir, inasmuch as the Constitution of the Uni-

ted States confers upon Congress the power coupled
with the duty of protecting each State against exteriiiil

aggression, and inasmuch as that includes the power
ot "suppressing and punishing conspiracies in one State
against the institutions, property, people, or govern-
ment of every other State, /rff.vire Uictnri/out till jiinrir

vigorously. Sir, give us a law as tlir Ciuistitntioii ron-
templates and authorizes, and I will sliow the Senator
from New York that there is a constitutional mode of
repressing the 'irrepressible conflict.' / will open
the prison door to allow consjyirat07's against the peace of
the Republic and the domestic tranquillity of our States
to select their cells ichtrein to drag out a miserable life,

as a punishment for ttitir crimes against the peace of
society ! ! !

'• Can any man say to us that although this outrage
has been perpetrated at Harper's Ferry, there is no
danger of its recurrence? Sir. is not the Republican
party still embodied, organized, confident of success,
and defiant in its pretensions ? Does it not now hold
and proclaim the same creed that it did before the in-

vasion ? It is true that most of its representatives
here disavow the act of John Brown at Harper"s Ferry.
I am glad that they do so ; I am rejoiced that they have
gone thus far: but I must be permitted to say to them
that it is not sufticient that they disavow the act, un-
less they also repudiate and denounce the doctrines
and teachings which produced the act. Those docti i:;c»

remain the same ; those teachings are being poured
into the minds of men throughout the country by
means of speeches and pamphlets and books, and
throngh partizan presses.
"Mr. President, the mode of preserving peace is

plain. This system of sectional warfare must cease.
The Constitution has given the power, and all we ask
of Congress is to give the means, and we, BY INDICT-
MENT AND CUNVIC'I'IONS IN THE FEDERAL
COURTS OF OUR SEVERAL STATES, WILL MAKE
SUCH EXAMPLES CF THE LEADERS OF THESE
CONSPIRATORS AS WILL STRIKE TERROR INTO
THE HEARTS OF THE OTHERS, AND THERE
WILL BE AN END OF THIS CRUSADE."— 6'o«^.
Globe, 18o9-ti0, pages 552, 553.

The following is an extract from the old Sedi-

tion Law of 1798, which very nearly revolution-

ized the country—utterly ruined and destroyed
the Federal party which took the responsibility

of enacting it—and again.st which Thomas Jef-

ferson and his friends fulminated the famous
"Resolutions of '98," adopted by the Virginia
and Kentucky Legislatures :

" And be itfurther enacted. That if any person shall
write, print, utter or publish, or shall cause or procure
to be written, uttered or published, or shall knowingly
or willingly assist or aid m writing, printing, uttering
or publishing any false, scandalous and malicious wri-
ting or writings, against the Government of the United
States or either House of the Congress of the United
States, or the President of the United States, with in-

tent to defame the said Government, or either House
of the Congress, or the said President, or to bring
them, or ei'ther of them, into contempt or disrepute,
or to excite against them, or either or any of them, the
hatred of the good people of the United States, or to
stir up sedition within the United States ; or to excite
any unlawful combinations therein, for opposing or
resisting any law of the United States, or any act of
the President of the United States, done in pursuance
of any such law, or of the powers in him vested by the
Constitution of the United States ; then such person,
being thereof convicted before any court of the United
States having jurisdiction therein, shall be punished
by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, and by
imprisonment not exceeding two years."

The diflerence between this Sedition Law and
the one advocated by Mr. Douglas is, that the
former sought to punish the expression of opin-
ions against the constituted authorities of the
United States, while the latter seeks to punish
the expression of opinions against human slaver/.

Under Douglas' proposed law, Washington, Jef-
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ferson, Fraiil;lin, Madison and nearly all the

founders of the Republic, would he liable, if still

living, to •' indictments and convictions in our
Federal courts."

THE UPSHOT OF JOHN BROWN S INVASION OF

VIRGINIA.

This is a proper place to inquire what state of

facts existed, calling for Mr. Douglas' furious

onslaught on the jjeople of the North, and his

malisnant proposition to " open the prison doors

and allow coiispiratoi's against the tranquillity of

Slates to select cells wherein to drag out a mis-

erable life." The Select Committee of the

Senate, appointed to investigate the Harpers'

Ferry affair, consisting of Messrs. Mason, Davis,

Fitch, Collamer and Doolittle, commenced tlieir

labors on the IGth of December, 1859, and con-

tinued their sessions until the 14th of June, 1860.

During this time tliey examined thirty-two wit-

nesses from various parts of the country, and it

is presumed they arrived at the facts of the case

as nearly as it was possible to le.ach them. On
the 15th of June, the mnjority of the Committee
made a report, in which they say

:

"The Committee, after much consideration, are not
2)reparcd to suggest any legislation wliich, in their
opinion, would be adequate to prevent lilve occurrences
in the future. The only provisions in the Constitu-
tion of the United States which would seem to import
any authority in the Government of the United States
to interfere on occasions afl'ecting the pence or safety
of the States, are found in the 8th section of the 1st
article, amongst the powers of Congress, to provide for
calling for militia to execute the laws of the Union,
suppress insurrections and repel invasions : and in the
4th section of the 4th article in the following words

:

' The United States shall guarantee to every State in
this Union a republican form of government, and shall
protect each of them against invasion, and on the ap-
plication of the legislature, or of the executive (when
the legislature cannot he convened), against domestic
violence.' The ' invasion ' here spoken of would seem
to import an invasion by the public force of a foreign
power, or (if not so limited and equally referable to an
invasion of one State by another), still it would seem
that public force, or force exercised under the sanction
of acknowledged political power, is there meant. The
invasion (to call it so) by Brown and his f jllowers at
Harper's Ferry, was in no sense of that rharacter. IT
WAS SIMPLY THE ACT OF L.WVLESS RUFFIANS
UNDER THE SANCTION OP NO PUBLIC OR
POLITICAL POWER," etc.—lieport of Select Com-
mittee of the Senate on the Harper's Ferry affair, page

This report is signed, "J. M. Mason, Chairman,
Jefferson Davis, G. N. Fitch." It ought to be
good authority on the question whether any laws
are required " to punish conspiracies and combi-
nations with intent to do the act," as also on the
other question whether the Republican party is

responsible for John Brown's raid.

MR. DOUGLAS JUSTIFIES DISUNION.

In the Sedition Law speech, above referred to,

Mr. Douglas went so far as to justify the crime of
disunion unless Congress should enact the sort

of law which he there projxised. As he is now
charging disunion quite furiously against the
Breckinridge fiction, it is proper to show that
less than one year ago he was encouraging the
same thing himself. He said :

" If the people of this country shall settle down into
the conviction th it there is no power in the Federal
Government to protect each and every State from vio-
lence, from aggre-sion, from invasion, THEY WILL
DEMAND THAT THE CORD BE SEVERED and the
weapons be restored to tlwir hands with which they
may defend themselves. THIS INQUIRY INVOLVES
THE QUESTION OP THE PERPETUITY OF THE
UNION."— CwJfl'. Globe, 1859-60, pa^re C52.

JEFF. DAVIS REPUDIATES THE SEDITION LAW.

Two days after the Sedition law speech, Sena-
tor Davis took the floor and repudiated the whole
tiling as an alarming encroachment on the rights

of the people. He said

;

"I welcome, sir, the apprehensions of the President
of the United States, and never would I enact a law
which would clothe the executive with the power to
call out the militia, to bring the army and navy TO
INVADE A STATE TO DISCOVER WHO WITHIN
THAT STATE HAD IN HIS BREAST THE PUli-
POSE AT SOME FUTURE DAY TO COMMIT CRIME.
If there be unlawful, treasonable organizations within
a State, it belongs to the State sovereignty to inquire
and to punish ttie offender. *****
It is proper for me. Mr. President, to say that it is in
no feeling of partizan warfare between me and the
Senator and the President, if any such exist, that I
have made the explanation. It is the deep inlierest I
feel for the preservation of sound principles and the re-

striction of the Federal Government from striding
over the sovereignties of the States to usurp such cen-
tralizing power, under the promptings of a momentary
expediency, as would destroy the great charter of onr
liberty, and reduce the people to that condition from
whicli they rose—THE SUB.IECTS OP A GOVERN-
:ment not within their control."— Con^.
Globe, 1859-60

;
pages 589, 590.

MR. DOUGLAS TELLS WHAT " POPULAR SOVER-
EIGNTY " HAS DONE.

It will be admitted that Mr. Douglas is a good
judge of what his dogma of " Popular Sover-
eignty " has accomplished during the past six

years. Therefore, we let him tell the result in

ills own words, quoting from his speech in the

Senate on the 16th of May, 1860, as printed in

the Appendix to the Congressional Globe :

" But we are told that the necessary result of this
doctrine of non-intervention, which gentlemen, by
way of throwing ridicule upon, call squatter sovereign-
ty, is to deprive the South of all participation in what
they call the common territories of the United States.
That was the ground on which the Senator from Mis-
sissippi [Mr. Davis] predicated his opposition to the
compromise measures of 1850. He regarded a refusal
to repeal the Mexican law as equivalent to the Wilmot
Proviso ; a refusal to recognize, liy an act of Congress,
the right to carry a slave there as equivalent to the
Wilmot Proviso;. a refusal to deny to a Territorial
Legislature the right to exclude slavery as equivalent
to an exclusion. He believed at that time that this
doctrine did amount to a denial of Southern rights,
and he told the people of Mississippi so ; but "they
doubted it. Now, let us see how far his predictions
and suppositions have been verified. I infer that he
told the people so, for as he makes a charge in his bill

of indictment against me, that I am hostile to Southern
rights, because I gave those votes

" Now, what has been the result ? My views were
incorporated into the compromise measures of 1850,
and his wore rejected. Has the South been excluded
from all the territory acquired from Mexico ? What
says the bill from the House of Representatives now
on your table, repealing the slave-code in New Mexico
established by the people themselves? It is part of
the history of the country, that under the doctrine of
non-intervention, this doctrine that you delight to call

squatter sovereignty, the people of New Mexico have
introduced and protected slavery in the whole of that
Territory. UNDER THIS DOCTRINE THEY HAVE
CONVERTED A TRACT OF FREE TERRITORY IN-
TO SLAVE TERRITORY more THAN FIVE TIMES
TilK SIZK OFTIIE STATE OF NEW YORK. UN-
DER 'I'll IS DOCTRINE, SLAVERY HAS BEEN EX-
TENDKD FROM THE RIO GRANDE TO THE GULP
OF CALIFORNIA, AND PROM THE LINE OF THE
REPFBLIC OF MEXICO, NOT ONLY UP TO 3G deg.
,•:;() min., BUT UP TO :iS deg., GIVING YOU A DE-
GREE AND A HALF MOllR SLAVE TERRITORY
THAN YOU EVER CLAI.MED. In 1848 and 1&49 and
18.50, you only asked to have the line of 30 deg. 30 min.
The Nashville Convention fixed that as its ultimatum.
I otTered it in the Senate, in August, 1848, and it was
adopted here, but rejected in the House of Represent-
atives. Yon asked only up to 36 deg. .30 min., and
NON-INTERVENTION HAS GIVEN TOU A SLAVE TERRITOP.T
UP TO 38 deg.—A DEGREE AND A HALF MORE
THAN YOU ASKED ; and yet you say that this ia a
sacrifice of Southern rights 1
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" These are the frnits of this principle which the
Senator from Mississippi resrards as hostile to the
rights of the South. Wliere did you ever get any other
fruits that were more palatable to your taste or refresh-
ing to your strength ? What otherinch of free territory-

has been converted into slave territory on the Ameri-
can continent, since the Revolution, except in New
Mexico and Arizona, under the principle of non-inter-
vention afhrmed at Charleston. If it be true that this
principle of non-intervention has conferred upon you
all that immense territory; has protected slavery in
that comparatively northern and cold region, where
you did not expect it to go, cannot you truest the same
principle further South, when you come to acquire addi-
tional territory from Mexico? If it be true that this
principle of non-intervention has given to slavery all

of New Mexico, which was surrounded on nearly every
side by free territory, will not the same principle pro-
tect you in the northern States of Mexico, when they
are acquired, since they are now surrounded by slave
territory ; are several hundred miles further south

;

have many degrees of greater heat ; and have a climate
and soil adapted to southern products ? Are you not
satisfied with these practical Tesnlta'>'"—A2)peiidix lo

Cong. Globe, 18.59-60. p. 314.

HIS LAST FLING AT THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS.

The Hon. John Hickman, in his late speech in

Concert Hall, Philadelphia, after a scatliing re-

view of Mr. Douglas' many crimes against free-

dom in Kansas, says ;
" It is gratifying, however,

to malce a single remarli in his favor; it is this:
that he seems as willing as the most ardent <>f liis

friends to divert attention from this period of his
career. I am not aware that, in either es.say or
address, be has ventured to recur to it ; but on
the contrary, he seems disposed to treat as a
blank in his life." Mr. Hickman has overlooked
Mr. Douglas' speech in the Senate on the 20th of
February last, when he repeated the most otlcn-

sive and disreputable tiling he ever said coiice;ii-

ing the civil war in that Territory. It was tiiis :

'• Popular sovereignty in Kansas was stricken down
by unholy combination"in New England to ship men lo
Kan'^as—ROWDIES and vagabonds—with the Bibl" in
one hand and ShariirV rifle in the other. TO SHOOT
DOWN THE FRIENDS OF FREE INSTITUTIONS
AND SELF-GOVERNMENT. Popular sovereignty in
Kansas was stricken down by the combinations in the
Northern States to carry elections under pretence of
emigrant aid societies. In retaliation, Missouri form-
ed aid societies, too ; and she, following your example,
sent men into Kansas, and then occuri^td the conflict.
I condemn both, but I condemn a thousand fold
MORE those that set the example and struck the first

blow than those who thought they would act on the
principle oi Jighliiig the devil ivith his oivn weapong,
and resorted to the same means that you have employ-
ed."— C'o;/g'. Globe, ISoQ-GO page 916.

PART III.—MISCELLAI5"EOUS.

UNFRIENDLY LEGISLA'PIO.N'.

The doctrine of '• unfriendly legislation
"

against tlie rights of projierty. as declared by the
Dred Scott decision, was ])roniulgated by Jlr.

Douglas in his debate with Mr. Lincoln, at Free-
port, on the 23d of August, 1858, as follows:

The next question propounded to me by Mr. Lin-
coln is, can the people of a Territory in any lawful
way, against the wishes of any citizen of the United
States, exclude slavery from tlieir limits prior to the
formation of a Constitution? I answer emphatically,
as Mr. Lincoln has heard me answer a hundred times
from every stump in Illinois, that in my opinion the
people of a Territory can, by lawful means, exclude
slavery from their limits prior to the formation of a
State Constitution. Mr. Lincoln knew that I had an-
swered that question over and over again. He heard
me argue the Nebraska bill on that principle all over
the State in 18.54. in 18.55. and in 18.55, and he has no
excuse for pretending to be in doubt as to mv position
on that question. IT MATTERS NOT WHAT WAY
THE SUPRE.ME COURT MAY HEREAFTER DE-
CIDE AS TO THE ABSTRACT QUESTION WHE-
THER IT MAY OR MAY NOT OO'lNTO A TERRU
TORY UNDER THE CONSTITUTION. THE PEO-
PLE HAVE THE LAWFUL MEANS TO INTRODUCE
IT OR EXCLUDE IT AS THEY PLEASE, for the rea-
son that slavery cannot exist a day or an hour any-
where, unless it is supported by police regulations.
These police regulations can only be established by
the local legislature, and if the people are opposed to
slavery they will elect representatives in that body v,-ho
will, by unfriendly legislation, elfectually prevent the
introduction of it into their midst. If. on the con-
trary, they are for it. their legislation will favor its
extension. Hence, NO MATTER WHAT THE DECT
SION OF THE SUPRE.ME COURT MAY BE on that
abstract question, still the riiht of the people to make
a slave Territory or a freeTerritory. is perfect and
complete under the Nebraska bill. I hope Mr. Lincoln
deems my answer satisfactory on that point."—Lin-
coln and Douglas Debates, page 95.

Let the reader contrast these utterances with
the Wlckliffe resolution, adopted by the Douglas
National Convention, and Mr. Douglas' letter of
acceptance (page 10, ante).

UK THINKS " CONGRESS " MUST DETERMINE WHEN
POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY SHALL BEGIN IN A TER-
KITORY.

In his copyright essay published in Harper's
Magazine last year, Mr. Douglas ? ul'stantially ad-

mits the Republican doctrii;e concerning the rela-

tion of Congress to the Territories, by saying :

"It [sovereignty] can only be exercised WHERE
THERE ARE INHABITANTS SUFFICIENT TO CON-
STITUTE A GOVERNMENT, AND CJAPABLE OF
PERFORMING ITS VARIOUS FUNCTIONS AND
DUTIES—.4 FACT TO BE ASCERTAIXtJD AND
DKTERMIXED BY COXGRESS. ^VH ETHER
THE NUMBER SHALL BE FIXED AT TEX. FIF-
TEEN OR TWENTY THOUSAND INHABITANTS,
DOES NOT AFFECT THE PRINCIPLE.''

If the number may be fixed at ten, fifteen or

twenty thousand inhabitants, it may of course be
fixed at one hundred thousand or any other num-
ber sufficient to constitute a State.

MP.. DOUGLAs' VIEWS OF NATIONAL PARTIES AND
NATIONAL CREEDS.

Since Mr. Herschel Y. Jolmson has been liooted

down by a mob in his own State, and since tlie

creed of the Douslas party has been tabooed in

at least one-third of the States of the Union, it

will be interesting to all persons to learn the

views of nationality entertained by 'Sir. Donslas
hiin>elf: and it is difficult to find a broader joke
with wiiicii to conclude this pleasing compilation.

We close by quoting from liis speech at Cincin-

nati, on the 9th of September, 1859, as reijorted

in the New York Times of Sept. 12th

:

" ANY POLITICAL CREED IS RADICALLY
WRONG WHICH CANNOT BE PROCLAIMED IN
THE SAME FORM WHEREVER THE AMERICAN
FLAG WAVES, OR THE AMERICAN CONSTITU-
TION RULES."
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•not with any expectation of saying or doing any-
thing in the canvass for the party to which we
are all attached and for the principles, the tri-

umph of which we deem essential to the safety
and trne honor of our country, more than any
other citizen who might be favored with your
call to address you, that I now arise, and in the
presence of this great multitude of sober and in-
telligent electors of the State of New York to
say as briefly as may be what seems to be perti-
nent and important in the very stage of the can-
vass which we have now reached.
By the form of the Constitution one simple

duty is now devolved upon the citizens of this
country—that duty is the election of a President
and Vice President. That is the extent and
limit of our 3uty ; and yet a large part of our
citizens seem to be engaged in anything but that.
They seem to suppose that the question which
was before the Convention of 1787, and which
resulted in the formation of the Constitution un-
der which we now live, is ever open to this peo-
ple, and that is " What Qovernment they shall
have, and whether they shall obey it V Gentle-
men, that question was settled for us, and it will
remain settled long after we have passed from
this stage.

THK NOMINATING CONVENTION.
Now, in preparation for the actual and practi-

cal duties imposed by the Constitution, I need
not say to you, that if the Constitution is to be
maintained and upheld, it is to be by the per-
formance faithfully and intelligently of the du-
ties that are assigned to us under it, and their

performance at the time and in the manner tha*
the Constitution itself proposes ; and I say tha'
in the preparation for the performance of that
duty, various political parties have proposed for
the sufiFrages of the citizens different candidates
for the Presidency and Vice-Presidency of the
Uoited States. One Convention was held by the
party to which you, for the most part, I take it,

and I belong—the Republican party of the
United States of America. In a Convention in
which twenty-four States of Union were repre-
sented, some partially, but still with twenty-four
States, the Republican sentiment was fairly and
honestly represented. They put in nomination
for the suffrages of the people of the United
States, dwelling wherever they may—in Maine,
in Louisiana, in Georgia, in Michigan, in Oregon,
or in California—Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois,

and Hannibal Hamlin, of Maine. [Applause]
They are before the whole people, and there is

nothing in the organization of the party, nothing
in the principles that we propose, nothing in the
character or purpose, the political conduct or
history of our candidates, that should not as
readily, as properly, as fairly invite a suffrage
from the banks of the Arkansas, from the
banks of the Columbia, as from the banks of
the Penobscot or the North River. [Applause ]

Another political party representing in Con-
vention twenty-five States, many of them frag-
mentary, many of them with disputed, and some
of them, it seems to me, with sham representa-
tives, but yet counting twenty-five States in some
form or other, has also put forth candidates be-
fore the people. These are Judge Douglas, ol



Illinois, and Qov. Johnson, of Qeorgia. They,

too, are thrown before the people, whose suffra-

ges are asked in their support.

Another Convention, representing in a some-

what irregular form, but yet containing repre-

sentatives of twenty different States of the Union,

has placed in nomination two other citizens of

great distinction in the past political history of

this country. They are Gov. Bell, of Tennessee,

and Edward Everett, of Massachusetts; and
they, with what antecedents, what principles

they possess, with what they have done, whatever

they have promised, are before the whole people

for its choice.

Another Convention, representing in some way
or another by sham, substitute, fragmentary, or

nominal delegation in respect of some, yet repre-

senting nineteen States of the Union, have put
in nomination Mr. Breckenridge, of Kentucky,
and Gen. Lane, of Oregon, who are also before

the people for their suffrages. And now the

single question is, " Out of these candidates

whom will ye choose to govern, under the Con-
stitution, the people of all the States for the

next four years 1"

Now it strikes us, at first, as something quite

different from the ordinary posture of a canvass

for the Presidency, that there are so many tick-

ets in the field, and as quite singular in the his-

tory of all parties that in not one of these Con-
ventions was there a representation of the whole
33 States of the Union. In our own Convention,

as I have stated, there were 24 ; in the Douglas
Convention, made up as it was, there were but
25 ; in the Bell and Everett Convention, there but

20 ; and in the Breckenridge and Lane Conven-
tion there were but 19. This, gentlemen, teaches

us upon distinct lines of fact, that are not to be
disputed, that the sentiments of these people are

divided in no inconsiderable degree upon sub-

jects that are or were supposed to be connected
with or involved in this canvass ; for the failure

of regular antagonism between candidates, and
of a fair and full collection of all the States of

the Union, is an indubitable fact.

WHAT THE REPUBLICANS INTEND DOING

Now, gentlemen, there is one party which
proposes to folfil its constitutional duty and to

confine itself to its constilwtional duty—to pro-

ceed without disorder and without confusion,

•without disturbance of the public peace or threats

of the public safety to the election of the can-
didates that have been proposed for their suf-

frage. That party, I need not say to you, is the

Republican party ; but I must say to yon that

BO far as I can discover, all the other parties in

this canvass are determieed that they will not
perform that constitutional duty in reference to

their candidates, and are determined that we
shall not perform it for ours. I state to you as

the distinctive feature of this Presidential can-
vass, that, whereas, the duty is that a President
shall be elected, and whereas, we propose to per-

form that duty, all the politics, all the zeal, all

the oratory, all the enthusiasm, all the promises,

all the threats, all the hopes are that we should
be prevented from choosing our candidates ; and
that, so far as we can see, none of them propose
to or expect to choose their own. Now, it is a

little hard, gentlemen, that a party which quiet-

ly, soberly and faithfully sets about doing that
which, unperformed, strikes at the very founda-

tions of a Constitutional Government—to per-
form that duty which, failing to be performed,
leaves our Government until the defect be sup-
plied, without a chief magistrate upon whom
depends the entire executive course of the Gov-
ernment—that a party such as ours, and so situ-

ated, I say it strikes me as hard that it should
be stigmatized in all quarters as an enemy of
the Constitution and the Union. It seems very
odd to me that all these other parties that pro-

pose to defeat the whole canvass and prevent
the people from coming to a choice, should, on
their various platforms on various pretences,

claim for themselves the conduct and character
of faithful servants of the Constitution and pro-

tectors of the Union against us, the Republicans.

THE QUESTION OF CONSTITUTIONALITY.

Now, gentlemen, mark how the matter stands
Upon what do they justify themselves in this

course 1 That we are dangerous to the Govern-
ment, and that our success threatens the Union
and the Constitution ! What should be the way
in which our opponents should act when a can-
didate is put in nomination whose success threat-

ens the dangers which they allege 1 What is

the way to defeat him 1 Manifestly by putting
in nomination against him a candidate whose
character and whose principles will maintain the
Union and uphold the Constitution. [Applause.]
This is their duty. That is the theory of our
Government—this is the plan for upholding it.

Now, can they make the sensible portion of the
United States believe that they dread the suc-
cess of the Republican Party upcm public
grounds, and because of fear for the safety of
the country, and they bave not the patriotism, j

self denial and largeness of views, to sacrifice 1

personal interest and party success sufficiently
'

to agree upon a man who can defeat the candi-
date of the Republican Party 1 Why, if they
could show us that by defeating our candidate
before the people, they could at the next stage
of a Constitutional election in the House of Re-
presentatives be able then to agree upon a can-
didate, and thus avert these dangers to the Con-
stitution and the Union, we might put more faith

and have more patience with these, their views.

But when they get to the House of RepreseLta-
tives, what they propose there is noi to elect a
President of the United States, which is the Con-
stitutional duty there to be performed, but to
prevent the Republicans, who there are the
largest power in the suffrages of the States,

from electing their candidates; and thus the
Constitution is to be again defeated, a duty
avoided ; and the truth is, gentlemen, that they
propose to carry on this entire controversy for

these great offices against the Constitution,

against the Union, and so far as their action

goes, their success will be in the fact that for

first time in the history of the country no Presi-

dent of the United States will have been elected

anywhere. [Applause,]

Now, this is literally true. The whole scheme
and plan is absolutely to defeat both plans of the
Constitution for the election of a President, and
then in the Senate where no President ever can
be, or ever was intended to be, or ever by the
Constitution was proposed to be elected, they
shall elect a Vice-President, turn him into a
President by operation of the law. fApplause.J
Gentlemen, which of these opposing forces (for



there are three parties on one side and one on

the other) understands the Constitution and

their duty, and which of them proposes to ful-

fill it 1

THE GREAT ISSUES INVOLVED.
Now, in every canvass for the Presidency

while the snflfrage remains free, and no power
overawes the exercise of it on the part of the

citizen, there must be involved to secure the at-

tention of our vast population, and to attract

their confidence and their votes to the one side

or the other, some great sentiment, or some
great interest that shall be disseminated , spread

and enforced upon the popular mind to divide

the country, and so by the major voices to carry

into power one or the other of the parties es-

pousing one or the other of these sentiments.

This sentiment to be available for the purposes

of a Presidential canvass, must be something
that is vital to the Constitutional Government
under which we live, and as extensive as the

people whose suffrages are to determine the

question. No local matters have a proper place

in the Presidential canvass—no State interests

force themselves upon the attention of the peo-

ple so as to disturb or be of any use in the can-

vass for the Presidency. We inherit the idea

from our British ancestry, that with every gene-

ral election for Parliament, whatever the pur-

poses of the party may be, they must go to the

country upon some vital interest of the British

•Constitution.

Now, these are two great sentiments to which
the hearts of the people always have responded
—to which they will respond in this canvass—to

which, I trust, they will always respond while

we are a nation, and neither our prophetic nor

our imaginative vision carries us beyond that

time. They are the two great sentiments of lib-

erty, to which we owe our birth as a nation,

which shines in every line of the Declaration of

Independence, the great statute of our national

existence. The love of liberty pervades the peo-

ple, and, touched by that chord, it throws on the

one side or the other of it the opposing parties,

and who rallies in the loudest and clearest tones

for liberty, will be likely to carry the day. But
there is another sentiment which, as well as this

one I have named, forms the spirit of the peo-

ple ; there is another sentiment which is called

home in this pressure upon the consciences, the

feelings and the intelligence of the people, and
th«.t is what relates to the actual body politic,

the national life, the Constitution of our liberties

in the form and frame of the American Union.

That is a sentiment which never can be, and ne-

ver shall be disparaged in any canvass with
which you or I, or any Republican, has aught to

do. For, if liberty be the inspiring spirit of our
national life, the Union is the bodily frame of

that life itself, and without it we have no conn-
try. It matters but little to us whether our free,

happy, powerful and prosperous national life,

suffers its death-blow from a wound inflicted up-

on liberty, or from a wound itfiicted upon the
national frame of the Gouernment. Poland, dis-

membered, equally with France, imnerialized,

has lost its national life. While we contend for

the one sentiment with greater ardor, as it seems
<e£posed, let us never doubt,—let us never fail to

admit, that with a nation which comes to its end
when its frame is destroyed, whether the soul of

liberty be separated from the body of its Consti-

tution, or the body of its Constitution be dissev-

ered and dismembered, so that liberty can no
longer inspire and more it, national death and
destruction are equally the result. Accordingly
we shall find, gentlemen, that in these great agi-

tations of an intelligent and free people, which
form the working forces of a Presidential can-

vass, one or the other of these gieat Eentiments

is sought to be availed of for party success ; I do
not say dishonestly,—sometimes honestly, some-
times otherwise, for sometimes there is an ener-

mous gap in the process of reasoning which sug-

gests that certain principles will be promoted by
the election of a certain candidate. When you
see in a little petty town election, over a petty

poll booth, that widespread premise and this

mean conclusion ; that " all the friends of the

Union and the Constitution will vote for John
Smith for Constable," you sometimes conclude
that there is, possibly, a gap which may excuse

a friend of the Constitution and the Union from
voting for Smith. [Laughter.] But, neverthe-

less, some connection is to be preserved, and you
must judge, and the people do judge, whether in

the watchword and promises of a party, there ia

a fair and reasonable association with the suc-

cess of the candidates. Look at the various

parties that are before the people. I will state

with candor, and certainly with no intention to

impute wrong sentiments, my views of the vari-

ous parties, and I do say that we find arrayed in

those mottoes and watchwords, sentiments which
deiine and fairly represent the objects and pur-

poses, the moving and controlling feelings that

actuate the parties now before the people,

THE TRUE ABOLITION PARTY.

There is a small party which I have not yet

named, and which has its candidate before the

people—a party which seems wholly devoted to

the inspiration of the single idea of liberty, and
which seems to me to have failed in a tiue,

courageous comprehension of the duty of Ameii-
can citizens in this behalf. I am sure I don't

know precisely by what name this party is call-

ed now ; sometimes it has been called the " Lib-

erty;" by its opponents it has generally been
called the " Abolition Party, and sometimes the
" pure Anti-Slavery Party." Gerrit Smith, I be-

lieve, is its candidate for the Presidency. Now
I am inclined to think that, so absorbing, so

controlling, has this party regarded the senti-

ment of Liberty as running through even the ab-

ject class of our population, in certain States of

our Union, they really do give it predominance
and preeminence over the sentiment of Union

;

and that, if they could have their own way, and
had to choose whether they would carry on to

its final triumphant success, thi-s principle of

Liberty at the sacrifice of the Union itself, they
would be obliged fairly to say that Liberty or

Disunion was the feeling and hope of their

hearts. I don't criticise the sentiment. It is an
honest, manly and brave sentiment, and when-
ever honest, manly and brave sentiments are

avowed and enforced before this people by the

fair arts of public influence, I have not a word to

8ay against them, nor a frown to give to their

supporters. I think, however, that the mem-
bers of this party fail of their duty. They do
not, perhaps, love liberty too much, but they do
not appreciate the fact that the Union is at the
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bottom of liberty, all that we have or may have,

and that that liberty which cannot be promoted

in the Union cannot be promoted oat of it. [Ap-

planse.]

THE BOUTHERN DISUNION PARTY
There is another party which, I am bound

to say, has given so unfortunate, and, as it seems

to me, so monstrous a perversion to the senti-

ment of liberty, that it is willing to adopt, and

really does feel the sentiments expressed by the

motto or watchword :
" Slavery or Disunion."

This party has for its candidates Breckenridge

and Lane. Now, gentlemen, here is a party

that discards and tramples on these two sacred

sentiments alike. So absorbed is it in the spe-

cial interests of property—or let them call it

what they choose, I have selected their own no-

menclature,—that they will advance it before

and beyond either of the sentiments, " Liber-

ty " or " The Union of the Stales." And they

give us the proposition, I think, by their orators,

by tbeir political courses, by their platforms,

and by their conduct generally, to understand

that they now give in their adhesion to the in-

terests of Slavery so far, so vehemently, and so

exclusively, that if in their plans, their hopes

and their sentiments be not adopted by ths

American people, and confirmed by the suf-

frages of the voters of the country, thus failing

of Slavery's prosperity and advancement, they

will take disunion and its consequences.

THE DOUGLAS PARTY.
Now, there is the Douglas Party at the south

and the north, which gives such a predomi-

nance to the sentiment of Union, and yet ad-

hering to this great interest of Slavery which

is in our politics. It may be said that they

shape their formula in this wise : Slavery and

Union ; that is to say, not that they prefer Sla-

very, but that the Union is a sentiment so strong

and Slavery an interest so strong, that they

have not the courage, the faith, the reliance

upon free principles sufficient to lead them to

adopt more devotion even to the Union, and that

Union and Slavery be voted up or down—to live

and thrive, or dwindle nnd decay—as may be,

in their contrivance for the safety of the coun-

try.

THE BELL AND EVERETT PARTY.
There is a party which is represented by the

respectable candidates—Messrs. Bell and Ever-

ett—which, at least in the Free States, does not

seem to put itself upon the same footing in

these regards as the Douglas Party ; though, so

far as I can discover, the same political organi-

zation in the Slave States seems to have about

the same sentiment of Slavery and Union, with-

out Slavery or Disunion, and yet not coming to

any higher standard than Slavery and Union.

This party in the Free States, represented by

Messrs. Bell and Everett, so far as I can see, is

so absorbed and so subjugated to this sentiment

of Union—a wise and patriotic sentiment cer-

tainly, when not pushed to extravagance—that

it is willing to put itself upon a footing of poli-

tical servility to the institution of Slavery. Will

it adopt, will it vindicate, will it espouse, as its

choice and preference, for the sake of Union and

what it deems peace, harmony and quiet, poli-

tical servility, and surrender those free and spon-

taneous sentiments which all free men feel on

this subject 1 But "political servility and
Union " are what they are willing, in substance

and eflect, to present for the good of the coun-

try, and it is the best which they, at this junc-

ture, can do.

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

Now, gentlemen, the Republican Party, in my
judgment, is ready to take hold with confidence,

with firmness, with energy and with faith in the

people and the principles of our fathers, of the

two great sentiments, that divide sometimes, but
really should always unite the parties of the

American people, and to inscribe as the legends

of its banners in this controversy, " Liberty and
Union now and forever, one and inseparable."

[Applause,] Do we flatter ourselves or dispa-

rage our opponents in this distribution and divi-

sion of these great sentiments that are our com-
mon birthright 1 I know that Republicans are

for liberty and for the Union ; I know that they
ask no greater liberty and no greater power for

themselves in the regions of our country where
they live than they are willing to accord to their

fellow men in every portion of our fair land.

[Applause.] I know that it is a prevalent, fer-

vent and predominant sentiment of the Repub-
lican heart, that when we get outside of that

natural feeling which we give to our birth-place,

when we get outside of that allegiance which
we owe to that political community known as

the State in which we were born and in which
we live—outside of that circumscription which
nature and political duty draw closely around
us. I know that there is not a Republican
within the sound of my voice that does not re-

joice in, and hope for, and plan for, and work
for, under these life-giving sentiments of " Lib-

erty and Union," the good of Alabama and
Louisiana as much as for the good of Vermont
or Michigan. [Applause.]

Our sentiments are not sectional. The life

that we draw from them will be communicated
to every portion of our land, wherever those

portions of our land are ready to imbibe their

life-giving influence. And we will disseminate

them ; we will uphold them ; we will maintain

the conflict in favor and for the good of all parts

of the country.

THE "ONE IDEA" CHARGE.

It is said, gentlemen, that the Republican
Party, if represented rightly by this sentiment

of liberty, and this love of Union, is a " one- idea

party. There is but one duty confided to us in

this canvass, and that is the election of a Presi-

dent and Vice-President, and that duty per-

formed, we shall have performed our obligation

to the Constitution of the United States. But
let us see whether we are a " one-idea " party,

and whether it is a reproach. If it be founded
on an idea, it is an idea large enough, when di-

vided up, to furnish the antagonistic principles

of three other parties. [Laughter.] That is

something in size and bulk for an idea. Is it

then to be objected to that it has not an idea

that is in the people's heads and hearts 1 Gen-
tlemen, who make parties, platforms, and com-
binations, and who furnish sentiments 1 One
would suppose that they were made to order by
some superior power, and were let down upon
the people to be adopted under the direction of

leading politicians. The people have the ideas



and the sentiments, out of which moral forces

and politics are directed and controlled. [Ap
plaase.] And when a party on one side, or on

the other, has the ideas and the sentiments that

the people have in their heads and hearts, it has

enough for that canvass. Some of our respect-

able friends, who don't like agitation, are con-

stantly asking us, " Why will you divide the

people on the question of Slavery 1 Why don't

you divide them upon something that they all

agree about 1" fLaugbter.]
This is all childish nonsense, and he who

thinks that he can by whistling raise the wind to

carry his craft across the Atlantic, will think

that in political juntas yon can agree to sup-

press a sentiment or an idea, and get up some
other for popular use. So much for that. But
the idea is a large one, and it is connected in-

separably with these two sentiments of our love

of country atd our love of liberty, and, there-

fore, the purposes and principles of the Re-

publican Party do rightly invoke these united

sentiments. The idea, gentlemen, is that Slavery

whether it be good or bad, politic or pernicious,

is local, and that free labor is the national basis

upon which we build up wealth and power
[Loud applause ] Now that is the idea, and it

is an idea large enough for any nation to have
for a four years' canvass. [Applause.]

SLAVERY LOCAL AND NOT NATIONAL.
Let us see how this question arose—how much

of fact, and fact that cannot be disfigured or kept
out of view, there is in it, and about which all

must agree. The great fact is, gentlemen, that

the population of our country includes within

its bosom four millions of persons of African de-

scent. There is the fact. No Southern states-

man or politician can disguise it ; no Northern
statesman can icflaence or pervert it. Here
they are. What have we to do about them "? I

mean " we" as a nation—you and I in our po-

litical duties, not in our philanthropy, with our
sympathies or our moral and religious influences;

but what have we to do with the fact politically,

in our duty as citizens under the Federal Consti-

tution 1 That is the question that divides the
country.

In the first place, gentlemen, these blacks are

for the most part in the condition of Slavery.

They have derived that condition, and it is main-
tained over them by the force of the laws of the

separate States in which they live. I need not
say to yon, gentlemen, that we should have no
confusion of ideas about what Liberty and Slav-

ery are. They have nothing magical about
them. The difference between them, wide and
deep as it may be, exists wholly by positive law.
Why are we free 1 Why do we call ourselves

free 1 Wi at do we mean by freedom, except
that we live in communities whole laws leave us
free, as God made us, deducting only tbat small
contribution from individual liberty which is ne-

cessary for the common right and the common
safety 1 It is in our laws,—in our magistrates
who protect those laws,—in the processes of
those laws which which give to the feeblest the
support of the whole community in defence of

his rights,—that we are freemen. Sir James
Mcintosh, than whom there never was a clearer

thinker in these matters, defines liberty as a '-se-

curity against wrong." That is liberty. Think
it over as to what is your condition of liberty.

It is security against wrong.'^Ton are permitted
to work out your sentiments and the purposes of

your nature, as an individual, against wrong and
oppression, '^ow. Slavery—Slavery is a word
that trips lightly on the tongue, but Slavery is

nothing but the local condition in which the
Slaves are, by power of the Government under
which they live and which controls them ;—and
perhaps as ready and complete a definition of

Slavery as has yet been given would be the con-
verse of the definition of Liberty. Slavery, gen-
tlemen, in essence, in practical abjectness and
misery, is helplessne s against wrong, [applause]

and that is tlie legal condition in which it ia

placed in the communities where it is cherished
snd maintained as a social institution. I need
not say to you that, as a political duty, we have
nothing to do with the passing of the livs in

States where Slavery exists—and that ends that

subject. Where, then, does the conflict srise

which causes this diversity of sentime'.t and this

conflict of political action 1 Why, when this

black population is to overflow the bounds of
these separate indppendent States, by the laws
of which its condition is fixed, then it becomes
a question for those into whose territories it

fl ows to say what shall be done with it ; and if

it overflows into the territories of the United
States of America, then you and I and every
citizen has a political responsibility and a politi-

cal duty, because then it is beyond State juf's-

diction, and is within the jurisdiction of the
United States of America. And as it is a con-
dition that it must have the support of the law
to exist in fact, it must be governed and regulat-

ed by the laws of the Government having juris-

diction—even the Territories into which it over-

flows. Thus, you and I, in common with the
citizens of Alabama and Missouri, of Massachu-
setts and Illinois, have our say, ouropiniors, our
votes, our action and our principles upon the
subject. Now, can any one gaicsay this 1 Gen-
tlemen, as I have said, the idea being that Slav-
ery is local, and not national, the moment you
remove, or attempt to remove this African popu-
lation out of the States in which they are held in

bondage, into your Territories, under your Gov-
ernment, under your laws, whether that popu-
lation shall be held in Slavery,—kept in the con-
dition of helplessness against wrong, or whether
that population comes in the Territory to be lift-

ed into freedom and protected by security

against wrong, is precisely the duty and the ac-

tion that you must meet, whatever the cot se-

quences, under your duty to the Constitution

and in maintenance cf your share of the citizens'

protection and defence of the Governocent.

THE IREEPRE8SIBLE CONFLICT.
Now this conflict has been said to be irrepres-

sible, and various authors of this doctrine of the
irrepressibility between the interests of slave la-

bor and of free labor have been brought before
the notice of the people. Gov. Seward was re-

proached with having in 1858 invented this do -

trine of an " irrepressible conflict." Since that
time Mr. Lincoln has been put forward as the
candidate of the Republican Party, and so that
reproach, if it be a reproach, as our opponents
intended it, has been transferred to Mr. Lincoln,

and they say that he, two years earlier than
Gov. Seward, was the author of that doctrine.

Well, gentlemen, I happen to have a little ex-



traot from a newspaper which will showgyon an-

other origin for this doctrine of the "irrepressi-

ble coEflict " between the forces of slave and

free society. The Richmond Ecquirer, before

Seward and before Lincoln, set down this propo-

sition —
" The opposite and conflicting forme of eoeiety can-

not, amoDg civilizad men, coexisl and endure. The one
must give way and cease to exist -the other become
xinivereal If free society be unnatural, immoral and
unchristian, it must fall and give way to slave society—

a social sjstem as old as the world, ae universil as

man." [Laughter.]

And we take that issue. If free society is

" unnatural, immoral and unchristian," which
the Virginia editor sajs it is, then by the high-

est duty to ourselves and to all men, we mustp be

turned into slaves. There certainly is an " irre-

pressible cotflict " stated.

Well, gentlemen, these may be called the ob-

servers of this " irrepressible cocflict" between

the forces of slave labor and free labor—be-

tween societies respectively built upon these two
opposite systems ; the author of that conflict is

He who mysteriously framed this union of the

body and the soul which constitutes the human
race. [Applause.] For in the last analysis the

difference between slave labor and free labor is

this, that a power superior to the individual man
seizes upon him, degrades his labor, stimulates,

enforces, and employs ail bis energies which
allies him with the brute, his muscles, his nerves,

his power as of oxen and of horses, in the labor

that the slave owner gets by tasks frcm his ab

jcct dependants. Free labor is informed by man
and directed by will. It is the application of

the whole man by himself—the master of his

own limbs by the intellect, the passions with

which Gad has given him to rule his own body.

And it is quite obvious that so long as there be

these two methods, by one of which man is de-

graded to the level of the brute, and his labor to

the level of brute labor, and by the other he is

the master of his own body, and is lifted up by
his own effort into moral, iotellec ual and social

development and improvement, they "cannot,

(as the editor of the Richmond Erqairer says,)

Emcng civilized men, coezist and endure." [Ap-

plause.] Let us see why.
Let us see what are some of the trivial objec-

tions which are made sometimes by honest-mind-

ed men. '' What is the objection," they say,

" that you free people of the North have to go-

ing into a Territory and rnnaing the forces of

free society parallel with the system of slave la-

bor V Why, the moral conflict between them is

utterly incompatible with the peaceful coexist-

ence 01 the two together. I mean while they

run on as forces cotiflicting and striving for the

mastery, for I admit that the actual condition of

the slaves, when it is settled that the institution

is to pass away, may temporarily be left subor-

dinate to and be controlled by the great forces

of free society. Why, gentlemen, just take the

two systems of the chiste Chriatian single mar-

riage and that of polygamy—the system of one
Boc.ety which treats woman as an equal—the

sharer of the heart of her husband, the mother
or his children and the part of his household

—

and the system of polygamy, that treats her as

the slave of his passions and makes her subject

to his caorices ; and then ask the free people of

the North and the free people of the South (for

in this question there is no difference of opinion

between the two sections) what objection there

is to polygamy occupying a Territory, and why
they cannot go and live side by side with this

institution. Gentlemen, nature is stronger than
politicians. [Applause.] She will have her own
way. Now, practically, is not this so"? How
happens it that the overflowing population of

the sterile soil and inclement climate of New
England States, and of this and other Northern

States, have in the earlier days, when the im-

penetrable West imposed such barriers to the

progress of civilization—how happens it, I ask,

that that movement did.not turn down into Yir-

ginia, the Carolinas, Alabama and Qeorgial The
laws of our country extended over the whole

;

the genial climate and fertile and prolific soil in-

vited the industry of the free. Why did they

not go there 1 Why did they shoot clear across

the continent, as if there had been a wall of fire

drawn on the northern boundary of Virginia ?

And why, not until they had occupied to the

Pacific Ocean, did the returniog wave seek to

encroach upon the line of Territory that Slavery

had claimed for its own 1

Now, gentlemen, yon see that this is not a fic-

titious issue. It is a real issue. It Is deep, per-

manent, as necessary as the principles of human
nature. Ton see that besides being a question

of political duly and political right, in which we
are concerned, it is a question whether our Ter-

ritories shall be cultivated by free or by slave

labor ; it is a question of vital importance to the

overflowing tide of our own population, because

the presence of Slavery, as an established and
contrc liing institution, necessarily drives the free

population away from the reach of it,

THE OHARaBS AGAINST THS REPUBLICANS.
And, gentlemen, it happens to be a little odd,

with these sentiments, that the most extraordi-

nary charges are made upon the Republican
Party. Our fellow-citizets of the Slave States

tell us, in justification of the system of Slavery,

that it is the only system compatible with the

cc-esisteEce of the same race in the same com-
munity—that is, their co-existence in at all

equal numbers. That may be. We do not dis-

pute with them upon that point. But we say,

that being admitted, they cannot extend them-
selves into the Territories of the ITnited StateS;

and carry with thsm their black population,

without having Slavery maintained and protect-

ed. Well, our principles are opposed to the

maintainance and protection of Slavery in the

Territories. That we avow j that they complain

of; but that they understand. Yet you will

find in the organs of opinion in the Southern

States, and in their organs haviag affinity with

them in the Free States, they charge that the

Republican Party is in favor of Africanizing

America. The policy and principles of the Re-
publican Party to keep slaves out of the Terri-

tories, in the opinion of cur Southern friends, is

to keep the African race cm\, of the TerritorieSj

while their principles would carry it in. And
yet they say, and while they charge it in effect,

as a fault of ours, that our principles would fill

the Territories with white people and would
keep the slaves out, that we are in favor of Afri-

canizing the Continent. The extension of the

institution and of the population would be pro-

moted and advanced by the policy and princi»

pies of the parties which are opposed to us, and
we who stop the tide cannot be accused of fa>



voring the extension of tliat population. [Ap-

plause.]

THE QUESTION OF SLAVE INCREASE.

And here, gentlemen, I may notice a proposi-

tion which has been used by many persons to

Boothe their own consciences tor their indiflfer-

ence on the subject of Slavery, and that is, that

the carrying of the institution of Slavery into

new Territories does not increase the number of

Slaves. They are opposed to increasing the

number of slaves, but they say that the exten-

sion of the institution does not incresse the num-
ber of slaves. [Laughter] A very respectable,

intelligent gentleman, whom I ever desire to

mention with honor, Mr. James T, Brady, the

candidate of one of the divisions of the Damo-
cratic Party for Governor of this State, in a pub-

lic speech that he recently delivered suggested

that idea. Why, gentlemen, what can be more
abhorrent to the plainest principles of social

economy than that the extension of the area over

which a race is distributed does not tend to

their increase. Whenever Mr. Brady will be of

the opinion that the defcendants of Irishmen are

ao more in the world than they would have been

if they bad always been confined within the

limits of Ireland ; whenever we shall feel that

there are no more descendants of Englishmen
than if this wide Continent had not been open-

ed to that population, but they had all been

confined within the island' of Great Britain
;

whenever it ehali be true that there are just as

many Morgan horses in the world as if they had
always been confined to farm-work in Vermont,
and had not been distributed over the country

for tbe luxury of its population everywhere

;

whenever it shall be demonstrated that there

would be just as many perch in the world if

they had always been shut up in Owasco lake,

and not distributed in rivers and lakes eveiy-

where, then I say there will be something in

the idea that the extension of Slavery into Ter-

ritories does not tend to increase the number of

slaves. [Applause,]

NEGRO EQUALITY.

And now, gentlemen, there is another question

which I desire to meet fairly and cqaarely, and
that is the imputatioa against the Republicrn

Party as favoring negro equality. I take it that

the Republican Party, and that every man whose
mind and nature has been developed by educa-

tion ai^d Christianity, feels that because of the

actual condition of feebleness, cf ignorance and
of degradation of anybody, he never gains any
right, even by the weight of his little finger, to

add to that depression and misfortune. [Ap-
plause.] And I take it that it will be a long

time before it will be a mark of nobility of spirit

and manliness of character to add to the misfor-

t;une8 end feebleness of the bumble and distress-

ed. [Renewed applause.} I believe that it is a

fundamental principle of civilized society and
the Christian religion, that as before the eye of

Qod, so in the judgment of the law, all men who
are men are to have equal rights of protection.

Now, when I am making this suggestion about
the Republican Party's notion of the equality of

negroes, God forbid that any man should say

that I. professing, as I do, to spe&k with delib-

eration,, with circumspection, with a just regard

of duty to myself and to yon, should ever be
quoted as opposed to that kind of equality to

I the lowest and feeblest of the human race. But
let us look a little at this subject of negro equal-

ity from points of view which do not occur to

our Southern friends. They do not complain
that the law which excluded Slavery or slaves

from the Territory would prevent white men
from going there, except in a particular relation,

to which I shall advert. So far, then, as whites

are concerned, the white man who chooses to go
alone from South Carolina, or from Alabama, or

from Kentucky, would have just as good a chance
under this principle of exclusion of slaves, as a

man from Vermont, from Pennsylvania, or from
Ohio. But they say we white men of the South
catiudt go into a new Territory without our
blacks carrying us. [Laughter.] And there is

the difliculty. Now, which is the master of the

situation and of the future of thct men—the

white man or the black man who must carry

himl [Laughter J You remember how Benja-
min Franklin aided the diffusion of universal

suffrage, when there was a property qualifica-

tion which he wished to abolish, by a suggestion

he made in regard to the property voting rather

than the man. He says, " Yon require a man to

possess $50 worth of property before be can
vote." Now, to-day, a man professes himself to

exercise the right of suffrage. He is asked
whether he has $50 worth of property. He
says, " Yes—I have a jackass that is worth $50."

He votes, Wei!, at the next election tbe man
comes up again, but his jacksss haviog died he
cannot vote. " Now," as Dr. Franklin, " which
was it that voted the year before, the man or

the jackass V [Loud laughter,]

THE RELATIONS OF MASTER AND SLAVE.
Now, gentlemen, pursuing the tenor of these

suggestions, if in the Southern States they have
a class of the population in subjection to whom
the movement of the white people must be made,
it is very easy to see that in certain mcst im-

portant relations this population is the master of

the movements of the whites. [Applause.]

But again, they say, that in their estimation

a mixed population of whites and slaves, as a
unit, is a belter population than an equal num-
ber cf people on one side of the line, all white.

Well, gentlemen, let us suppose there &re ICOO
white people forming a little community in the

State of Ohio, and that on the opposite bank of

the river, in Kentucky, there is another commu-
nity made up of 500 whites and 500 negroes

;

and this latter community, they say, is stronger,

wiser, safer, and better community than the

1,000 on our side. Well, gentlemen, when some
British officers were trying to excuse the defeat

of one of their frigates by an American frigate

having a smaller crew, the Englishman retorted

by saying that two thirds of the crew of the

American ship were Englishmen and Irishmen.
" Yes," said the American, " and it was with
just the other third that made the difference."

[Laughter.] Now, take from the one commu-
nity, of 1 000 white men, 500 white men, and
you have 600 white men remaining Bnt of the

other community of 500 whites and 500 blacks,

you take the 500 whites and you have 500 blacks

remaining. It is that dilation of the black pop-
ulation that they consider a larger and better

element of society than an equal number of

white people on one side. [Laughter] That ia

not only negro equality but negro superiority.

[Applause,] We submit to the argument with-
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out ill-catnre, because we are satisfied that it is

quite the other way.
Now, gentlemen, this subject of equality has

been broached on the opposite side, by a very

distinguished gentleman in the Democratic
Party, a very eminent lawyer and a very close

leasoner—I mean Mr. Charles O'Conor. He, in

endeavoring to attract the attention, favor and
support to the institution of Slavery from the

people of the State of New York, put to them
this proposition : "The condition of Slavery at

the South is precisely, in the eye of the law, the

condition of your sons here, while they are under
age ; the only diflference between the lad of 20
at the North and the slave at the South being
that the lad is to be emancipated at the age of

21, while the slave continues in the same condi-

tion for life." This monstrous proposition, gen-

tlemen, is not for me to dissect or to refute. Its

absurdity is obvious ; but let me say to gentle-

men, when they are using this reckless argu-

ment, that it is just as much an assertion of the

equality of condition to say that the white man
is on the same level with the black as it is to say

that the black is on the same level with the

white. There is no difference in that respect.

So you see, gentlemen, that none of these

efforts to divert the public mind and the public

attention from the real inquiry will avail any-
thing. We are a political party. We act in our
Federal relations within our political duty. Wc
act upon the subject of Slavery within the Ter-

ritories according to our notions of the safety and
true development of our country.

WHAT THE "IRREPBE3BIBLE CONFLICT"
AMOUNTS TO.

Now, there being this conflict, let us see who
it is between. The ordinary phrase ior it is that

it is between the North and the South Between
the North and South'? This " irrepressible con-

flict" but the occupation of the territory by
these contending tides of population 1 Well, gen-
tlemen, tbere is great dacger in generalities.

What is the North 1 What is the South 1 Where
is the line drawn 1 The phrases have no mean-
ing in our political constitution. There are no
such powers. It answered very well in geo
graphical description while the population of

this country was confined to the margin of the
Atlantic Ocean. But what has become of the
division between the East and the West 1 We
reach now from shore to shore of the two great

oceans of the world. We have the great Missis

sippi Valley. We have a vast region of interior

territory. Thence the division between the
North and the South does not express the con-

flicting parties at all. Then they will say that

it is between the Slave States and the Free
States, but that is not so. If it were so, why
then, under our system of politics, which gives

the predominance of Federal votes the power of

determining the question, it would have been
settled lorg ago : there are 120 votes from the
Slave States and 183 from the Free States , and
it is very easy to see that a conflict dividing the
parties of the country by that line, would be very
soon ended.

No, gentlemen, these are cunning disguises by
which this cocflict is sought to be made geogra-
phical, or sought to be circumscribed on the one
side or on the other by the demarcation of Stae
lines. It is not so. The controversy is between
the friends and supporters of Slavery in the

United States of America wherever they are, and
the opponents of that institution who regard it

as dangerous and injurious to the common bene-
of the country. [Applause.] That is it. You
cannot gain the credit of a great division of the
country, or of great bodies of States. Look at
it. I take it that in our midst Mr, O'Conor is as

great an advocate, promoter and defender of the
institution of Slavery as Mr. Yancey, who lives

in Alabama. I take it that Mr. Cushing, of

Massachusetts, is as vehement, as turbulent, as
obstreperous an advocate of Slavery as Mr.
Toombs, of Georgia. I take it that Gov. Seward
is no more fiery or no more bold an opponent of

the extension of Slavery than Cassius M. Clay,

of Kentucky] [Applause.] I take it that Mr.
Everett betrays the hopes of freedom by his

timidity in the very citadel of Boston, and that

Winter Davis beats down the proud pretensions

of Slavery in the city of Baltimore. [Loud
cheers ] Nay, St. Louis is to-day a more Re-
publican city than New York ; ard Baltimore
considering its position, is as bold at least as

Boston. [Applause.] Now let us understand
how we are grouped. So, too, there are large

classes of our population—the slave traders of

our Northern ports—the merchants who fit them
out—their crews, and all the hangers on of that

interest—the great share of the bankers, the
great share of the moneyed interests of the north-

ern States—these aretombined with the interests

of the slaveholders in the support and mainte-
nance of Slavery. A great many of the fartners,

a great many of the honest, plain, poor but hardy
mechanics of Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina,

Kentucy and Tennessee, are opponents of Slave-

ry and Slavery extension, and they act and feel

with the Republican party. [Applause.]

The division is of sentiment and of opinion

and not of sections, or of States, [Loud ap-

plause.] Now, that being the divi&ion, you will

perceive that whether or not one sentiment or

the other can mBke headway, develop itself

and find speech and act politically for the
furtherance of it in one or the other part of

the country, must depend upon the laws, upon
the habits and upon the feelings of the people.

Thus here, as I have stated, distinguished men
advocate Slavery opetly and fairly. Mr, O'Con-
or, to whom I have alluded, stated to a large

New York audience that the question was, whe-
ther Slavery was just or not—thut if Slavery

was jast, then they were right on their side

—

that if Slavery was unjust, then Gov, Seward
and all bis followers were right. He laid down
the proposition to be enforced and accepted by
us, that Slavery was just, benign and beneficent;

that only those who were of that way of think-

ing should sustain the Democratic Party, and
that all of tbe opposite opinion were rightfully

on the Republican side. Mr, O'Conor is a clear-

thinking, honest man, who utters his sentiments

freely on these questions, and no one attempts to

atop him from exercisipg his right of speech.

But how is in the Southern States'? Do they
enforce their views in the general way of argu-
ment, suggestions, and fair and honest inflaence ?

There was an humble mechanic, a man of Irish

origin, who went to the State of South Carolina

to work as a bricklayer in the capital of that

State—I mean Thomas Powers. He ventured a
suggestion that Slavery was not ''jast," nok

,

" benign," not " beneficent"—an honest opinion,



doubtless, and one which he gathered from ob-

servation. What were the arguments that were
used with him to satisfy him that he ought to

change his opinion'? Why he was taken—he
was beaten with many stripes until the blood

ran ; he was tarred, he was feathered, he was
starved, he was insnlted, he was hooted from
the community ; and thus he was convinced, I

suppo3e. [Laughter.] The stripes exhibited to

him the manifest justice of Slavery, the boiling

tar exhaling the ordor of its benignity, and the

feathers descendiog in gentle mantle of its bene-

ficence. [A Voice—" Hit him again."] Now,
Mr. O'Conor and Mr. Powers, running in diflfer-

ent lines of reason and argument would very

likely come to opposite conclusions. [Applause
and laughter,] No, gentlemen, our Constitution

makes our suffrage free—leaves it to be settled

by honest argument—by all the arts of fair and
honest influence ; and whenever the speech and
the facts, the conduct and the character of the

Repnblican Party can be made known in the

communities that cherish and defend Slavery,

you may rely upon it that there will be as many
to uphold and defend free labor there as there

are to defend and protect slave labor here. [Ap-
plause and cheers.]

THE PROMOTERS OF THE SLAVE TRADE.
Another very cutting sarcasm that we sufifer

from the voters of the States that have estab-

lishd and now maintain Slavery, to uphold their

favorite institution, and from the Democratic
orators, too, is, that we are a hypocritical race

;

that we are fond of money above every other

thing, and trample, for gain-sake, our princi-

ples under our feet ; that we fit out slave-traders
;

that our merchants furnish the means, the credit,

and the insurance ; and they say :
" Look now

at the North, wl ic'i professes to be opposed to

Slavery, and yet furnishes the means for this

abominable traffic." Well, there is no fusion.

It is not the North that is opposed to Slavery

;

it is the people, who have the sentiments of

Freedom, who are opposed to Slavery ; and
those who have not those sentiments are en-

gaged in anything, if you please, that the law
will tolerate, or that the law will wink at, in ad-

vancement of Slavery. Bat let me ask that

Demccralic orator how many of thope people
that he thus classifies and stigmatizes, does he
suppose vote the Republican ticket 1 [Laugh-
tsr.] Whenever Republicans are caught in the

service of Slavery we shall hang our heads

!

But when the orator who denounces our wick-
ednass, counts among the voters of his party,

captain and crew, the owner and merchant, the

banker and district attorney, the officers and
marshal, and the whole concern engaged in

prosecuting, promoting, defending, protecting or

winking at the abomination, it is for them to

cease their accusations. [Applause]

THE QUESTION OF THE TERRITORIES.
Now, gentlemen, after all, coming back to the

Territories, the question is, are we planning, are

we executiug any oppression on our fellow-citi-

zens of the Southern States by maintaining the
rights of free labor, and our proposition that the
Territories shall be occupied by free laborers, by
free citizens from Georgia, from South Carolina,

from Massachusetts, from New York, and where
not 'i That depends, it is said, upon the Consti-

tation of the United States of America j and the

propositions of the different Platforms on this

subject are put forth by the different parties to

gain the adherence of the people. I will ask
your attention first to the propositions of the

different sections of the Democratic Party, and
then to our own, saying first a word or two on
the Platform of the Constitutional Union Party,

which has given us no interpretation of the Con-
stitution, and no views concerning it. It is a

mistake to suppose that the Constitutional Union
Party have confined themselves to declaring as

their only sentiments, " The Union, the Consti-

tution, and the enforcement of the Laws." They
have gone further. They have said that it is

the dictate of duty and patriotism to have no
other sentiments at all, [Laughter.] None what-

ever can we have except what are embraced in

the formula, " The Union, the Constitution, and
the enforcement of the Laws." Well, "many
men of many minds," and so long as Constitu-

tions, Governments and Laws are open to con-

struction and opinion, if you want us to know
what jour opinions are you must use some other

phrase or terms than those which are common
to US all

—
" The Union, the Constitution, and the

enforcement of the Laws." [Applause.] We all

go in for that, [Applause.]

Now, the Breckenridge Party say this:

—

That the Government of a Territory organized by an
act of Congress, is proTiaional and temporary ; and dur-
ing its existence all citizens of the Uiiited States have
an equal right to settle with their property in the Ter-
ritory, without their rights either of person or property
being destroyed or impaired by Congressional or Terri-

torial legislation.

That it is the duty of the Federal Government, in all

its departments, to protect, when necessary, the rights
of persons and property in the Territories, and wherever
else Its constitutional authority extends.

Now, gentlemen, you will notice that there

was the same indisposition with the framers of

these resolutions to mention the word " Slave-

ry " that is known to have prevailed with the

framers of the Federal Constitution. They de-

termined that it should not be used, and for the

best of reasons. The abhorrence of Slavery, the

estimate of it as a temporary, exceptional foreign

institution, made our fathers to sedulously omit
from the whole framework of the Constitution

the name of Slavery and slaves, and the fear of

an intelligent free people led the framers of the

Breckenridge Platform to leave out the word
Slavery, and to prevent it from peeping out in

any line or syllable. It was only by covering

up the question under the abstract idea of the

rights of property that they could get a hearing

and secure anything but the merest indificrenc©

and contempt for their suggestion that the Con-
stitution of the United States created, protected,

defended or required from Congress the crea-

tion, the protection or defence of Slavery.

Well, now if you will take the Republican
ideas about what is property under the Constitu-

tion, and what are persons under the Constitu-

tion, we will have no difficulty in saying that it

is the duty of the Federal Government to protect

the rights of persons and property in the Terri-

tories of the United States.

What is the Republican doctrine about pro-

tecting the right of property and persons in the

Territories 1 The eighth section of the platform

adopted at Chicago :

—

" That the normal condition of all the Territory of
the ULlted States is that of Freedom ; that as our Re-
pabllcan fathers, when they bad abollBbed Slavery in all
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our national territoriee, had ordained that ' No persoii

ehould be deprived of life, liberty or property, without
due proceBB of law,' it becomes our duty, by legislation,

whenever such legislation is necessary, to maintain this

provision of the Constitution against all attempts to vio-

late it ; and we deny the authority of Congress, of a
Territorial Legislature, or of any individual, to give
legal existence to Slavery in any Territory of the United
States."

Now the Republican doctrine is that by the

Constitution of the.United States slaves are per-

sons and are not property ; that whenever they

are named in that instrument they are so de-

scribed as persons, and that in the spirit of our
ancestors and in the records of their delibera-

tions it is manifest everywhere that they would
not admit into that Constitution even the word
"servitude," much less "slavery," but only the

word " service ;'' and the only stringent clause of

the Constitution is that which looks to the ren-

dition of escaped fugitives from service. But I

do not hesitate to say that the Breckenridge
proposition entirely fails in covering the institu-

tion of Slavery because they put themselves up-

on the general notion and name of property

;

and the Constitution of the United States no-

where, not in any line, not in any syllable, not

by implication, not by possibility, stamps the

character of chattel property upon men, to be
protected, like bales of goods and hogsheads of

sugar under the Federal jurisprudence as prop-

erty. But if the Breckenridge proposition means
to say that Congress and the Territorial Legisla-

tures have no right to pass any laws impairing

the rights either of person oi property, in the

general and extensive sense in which they use

it, I do not hesitate to say it is the sheerest non-

sense in the world. I should like to know what
the whole function and duty, what the whole
province, what the whole scope of enactments
and of legislation are but the subjects of persons

and property 1 I should like to know what there

is in New York to legislate about if it is not per-

sons and property 1 I should like to know if the

Government that governs cannot legislate about
persons and property 1 Now, to say that the

Congress of the United States and the Territo-

rial Governments they create have sole sovereign-

ty over the Territory, and yet cannot legislate

about persons and property, why, in the name of

Heaven, what can they legislate about 1 You
must either have a Government or no Govern-

ment. If you have got a Government, it can
govern. Why do they not put the language so

that it will read that though it is a Government,
and can legislate about persons and property, it

cannot legislate about slaves 1 Why don't they

say that slaves are neither persons nor property,

but are mixed up of both—or take some other

dogma, by which to make some magical excep-

tion of Slavery from the purview of legislf tion'J

It is a monstrous absurdity that a Government
which rules a Territory does not include the do-

minion over slaves and their relations as well as

white men and theirs—that the Government of a

Territory which by its laws and their adminis-

tration in the course of justice may have every

white man within it, cannot by any enactments
alter the condition of a slave for a single hour
or to a hair's breadth ameliorate his condition.

SLAVERY BUBJECT TO THE CONTROL OF
CONGREB8.

We have a Government or we have not a Gov-
ernment, and Slavery being a matter of positive

law, is subject to the control of Congress. It is

in these generalities where lurks the fraud that

our opponents practice upon the intelligence of

our people. The Douglas Platform is neither

more nor less than this :
—" Inasmuch as dififer-

ences of opinion exist in the Democratic Party,

as to the nature and extent of the powers of the
Territorial Legislature, and as to the Powers of

Congress, under the Constitution of the United
States over the institution of Slavery within the

Territories

—

Resolved, That the Democratic Par^

sy will abide the decisions of the Supreme Court
of the United States on the questions of Con-
stitutional law." [Laughter,]

Well, gentlemen, there is no objection to that.

There is nothing Anti-Republican in that avowal.

The Republican party not only leaves Slavery

but all their rights about persons and property
before the Supreme Court of the United States,

when they come before that tribunal. So, you
will see, that our friends have either not spoken
explicitly, definitely and with frankness in the

statement of their views, or else they have been
unfortunate in the selection of a penman or the

selection of words to express their meaning, for

the Republican party accepts the United States

Courts as the lawful expounders of their law in

cases that come before them. And if Congress
passes a law excluding Slavery from the Territo-

ries and a slaveholder takes his Slaves there

;

and if a Republican lawyer brings a writ of

habeas corpus, and a Republican Judge says the

Slave is free and you then go to the Circuit Court
and the Republican Circuit Judge says also that

the Slave is free ; and if you then go the Su-
preme Court of the United States, and that

Court says the law is unconstitutional and the

Slave is not free, so long as the Government
stands, so long as the judgment in that case

stands, it shall be respected, as it was in the

Dred Scott case, which made Dred Scott a Slave

until he fortunately died. But on the other

hand, if Congress passes a law that Slavery shall

be established in the Territories, passes a Slave

Code and a slave is there held, and a Republican
lawyer brings a suit of habeas corpus, and a De-
mocratic Judge in that Territory says the law is

constitutional, and the Slave is a Slave, and a

Democratic Circuit Judge, on an appeal, says

the same thing, and the Supreme Court of the

United States says that the law is unconstitu-

tional and that the Slave is a free man, then let

the people submit to the Supreme Court of the

States. [Applause.] This idea of law and jns.

tice—reverence to law and justice being an ele-

ment to bind the consciences of the good, and
never an element strong enough to control the

wicked passions of the bad—is a sentiment in-

consistent with civil government and must be
frowned upon every where. [Applause.]

When the Supreme Court of the United States

makes this judgment in favor of liberty, then let

it be obeyed. Now, gentlemen, how does it

happen that the Supreme Court is such a favor-

ite repository for the settlement of the questions

of Liberty and Slavery 1 If you will notice, yon
will see that the Democratic Party, or the slave-

holder's party, has shifted a good deal as to

where it would trust this question. In the first

place. Congress was the place to determine
whether Slavery should or should not exist in

the Territories. Large Democratic majorities,

subservient Northern constituencies, unshamed-
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ftieed Northern Representatives, made Congress

a safe depository for the question of Slavery.

Bnt all at once the Republican sentiment found

strength enough to express itself, and to control

one branch of Congress, and then our Southern

friends thought that Congress had no power
over the question of Slavery in the Territories.

[Laughter.] Not they ! The people of the Ter-

ritories had the power under the " great princi-

ple of Squatter Sovereignty "—the noble princi-

ple of the people controlling their own institu-

tions, and Kansas was just the place to try it

Why did this principle suit Kansas ? Why, be-

cause Kansas had a barrier of the Slave State of

Missouri between it and freedom. The slave

interest had free avenues to it for the overflow-

ing dominion of Slavery, and they had violent

men and violent passiocs, and wicked purposes,

as power always has when it contends against

right, and Squatter Sovereignty (not as Mr.

Douglas now puts it, giving the sovereignty to

the people when they are a grown-up communi-
ty) meant, according to the pure Soulhern doc-

trine, that the first comers settled the question

of Slavery or no Slavery, because Missouri could

get there sooner than New York or Massachu-
setts, [Laughter.] That was all very well.

But we are a free people, and we can move
whether black men will carry us or not— [laugh-

ter and applause—land though South Carolina

and Missouri got there first, Massachusetts and
New York stayed there the longest. [Prolong-

ed applause and cheers.] When, behold the

change in the views of tbe slaveholding party

—

" Was there ever such an abominable doctrine,"

they said, " as Squatter Sovereignty 1 It leads

to all manner of violence and irritation between
honest populations, turning them into voters and
fighters, when they onght to be plowing and
tilling the fields ' How can American liberty

stand the shock of Squatter Sovereignty V
[Laughter.] But we told you so, gentlemen

—

we told you that Congress was the place to fight

it out in words, where you could vote and we
could vote, and the sober, honest people, who
sent us, were waiting for the decision. We ask
them to take the matter back before Congress.
" Take it back !—it is the unsafest and most un-

constitutional place in tbe world ! [Laughter,]

If you attempt to pass a law in Congress to abol-

ish Slavery in the Territories, we will dissolve

the Union. The Supreme Court is the place."

SLAVERY AND THE BUPREME COURT.
Now, gentlemen, look at the unsleeping eye of

Slavery—that great powerful interest which,
while we, a free honest people, have been mind-
ing our own business, satisfying ourselves by
Bending John Jones or John Smith to Congress,

has been seizing upon the power of the govern-

ment ; and the slave interest, with sis millions

of white people, and we with thirteen millions of

white people—they have got the Supreme Court
ot the United States, and they have got the Cir-

cuit Courts, too. Yes, oddly enough, it turns

out that six millions of men have five Judges,
while thirteen millions have but four. That fact

explains the safeness of the depository of the

question of Slavery with the Supreme Court of

the United States, and Douglas thinks, on the

•whole, that the Supreme Court of the United
States is the best place to put it—for the pre-

fient. [Laughter.] And, gentlemen, is not this

an enormous fraud npon an honest people who

suppose that everybody is as honest as Iheffio

selves 1 Why, the circuit of one of the Supremo
Court Judges—Judge McLean—contains four

millions of white people : while one circuit pre-

sided over by a Supreme Court Judge in the

Slave interest, and which contains within its jn-

riediction the States of Mississippi and Arkansas,

contains a population of 450,000 whiles. A
Northern Judge being made equal to the task of

presiding over a circuit having five millions of

active, enterprising white people, while to do the

business of a quiet, peace-loving slaveowner's,

one judge is required for less than a half million

of whites. But, furthermore, whenever the or-

ganization of the Supreme Court shall be adjust-

ed, according either to the claims, or the pres=

sure of business, or the amount of population,

there will be at least six of the nine judges rep-

resenting the Free States, and three only repre-

senticg the Slave States; then we will agree that

the Supreme Court of the United States of Ameri-
ca is the place to settle the question of Liberty

and of Property. [Applause.]

It is a great mistake, gentlemen, to suppose
that there is anything irreverent in calculating

upon changes of opinion in the Courts of Jus-

tice. Lawyers have a prevalent notion that they
change pretty often, and suitors sometimes find

that whereas on a particular point the Court
in one case decides against them, when three

months after the case is again raised, and they
are in opposite interest, it is decided aga'nist

them too. And the Supreme Court of the United
States—that venerable tribunal in regard to

which neither by tone, by gesture, nor by impli-

cation will I ever raise my voice, let them be
judges of the cases that come before them^—let

them decide them right or wrong—a free people

must maintain their judiciary or they have no
defence for their liberties. [Applause] But
some years ago it was the settled law of that

Court—settled by the judgment of the great

Chief Justice Marshall, and concurred in by his

brother judges, that a corporation—a banking
corporation if you please—could not be sued in

a United States Court unless every stociiholder

was a citizen of one particular State That was
the law year after year, and the Court decided
in favor of one interest and against another in

numerous instances upon that point. Bnt a few
years later the Court turned right around and
said that the previous decision was all a mis-

take—and that the locality gave the jurisdiction

of the Court without reference to the residence

of the stockholders, and that a New York Bank
could be sued in a New York District, although
the stockholders might live partly in Massachu-
setts and partly in South Carolina. This, gen-

tlemen, shows that differences of opinion may
gain groGnd on subjects that come before the

Courts ; and when the great question on the

meaning of the Constitution is argued before the

Supreme Court of the United in reference to

whether slaves are property lAnder the jurispru-

dence of the United States, let us hope at least

that a different judgment will be given, and that

the Court will not hold that Slavery can be main-
tained in the State of New York under the sanc-

tion of the Federal Constitution, [Applause.]

OPINIONS LIABLE TO CHANGE,
Well, gentlemen, when opinions are all run-

ning one way it is very easy to say they will

never change, bnt change is the' law of politico
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as well as in all else, and the people who think
it so dangerous and so threatening to our liber-

ties and to the Constitation of this country,
should the Republican Party be trusted with
the rule in the Federal Government, when they
see it can-ied on by the Republican party even
they may change their opinion. [Applause.]
Changes quite as remarkable as that hava oc-

curred in subjects that are not connected with
politics. We are all familiar now with the sub
ject of lail roads and the speed and safety of

trains ol cars. But let me read to you what a
grave reviewer said thirty-five years ago in the
first English periodical—the London Quarterly.
Satd he :

—

" "We are not advooates for vieionary proieots that in-
terfere with useful establiBhmenta. We Bcont the idea
of a rail road as impracticable. * » What can be
more palpably absurd and ridiculous than tha pros-
pects of locomotives traveling twice as fast as stege
coaches? [Liughter] We should as soon expect the
people of Woolwich to sotfer themselves to be fired
off upoa one of Uongley's ricochet muskets, as to put
themselves at the mercy of sucii a machine going at
Buoh a rate." [Loud laughtar.]

Gen, Nye—That is conservatism.
Mr. EvABTS : Now the?e conservative people

who have all the while been riding in the slow
coaches of a Pro-Slavery administration have
been scouting the idea of anything so " visiona-

ry " as a Republican G )vernment interfering
with " useful establishments," (that is the Demo-
cratic party,) and they think it would be as mad
as for the people of this country to be " fired ofi^

from one of Congreve's ricochet rockets " as for

them to trust Liacoln and Seward with the con-
duct of this Government. [Laughter] But they
will live to travel fast and comfortably to the
Pacific Rail Road march of free labor and free

institutions. [Applause,]

THE EKAL 8BCTIONALI8MOFTHE COUNTRY.
But, gentlemen, the real sectionalism of this

country is the predominance of a particular in-

terest that seeks its own aggrandisement at the
expense and sacrifice of the common rights.

Such, gentlemen, is the institution of Slavery

—

a State institution protected by laws—a property
institution, as they call it, but an institution that
for its own aggrandizement has striven to con-
trol, and has controlled, and will control while
it may, the destinies of this country. Why, see
how these orators from the South talk about the
great staple, cotton. Mr. Yancey makes a

speech to the merchants of New York on the
subject of cotton. "Cotton," he says, "is a
great production." Yes, he thinks " it is the
mistress or the master of the world." Well, Mr.
Yancey, that is all very fine; but whose crttou
is that 1 Whose cotton 1—why, the planters', of

course. Yes, certainly it is. Each parcel of

cotton that the planter raises, until he sells it,

belongs to him ; but as an item of production of
national wealth and of national power, whose
cotton is it, Mr. Yancey 1 Come, now, speak
the truth 1 It is the cotton of the Nation to

which we both belong. Yes, Mr. Yancey, it is,

We tolerate none of these separations of interest.

You cannot provoke an envy at the prosperity,

at the growth, at the wealth of any of the States.

or at the powerful influence as an element of

national strength and national wealth of the
great product cotton. [Applause] So, whet
you set up that there is any such section as the
South that owns cotton, or as the North that

owns ships, understand that the locality of pro-
perty is not to be confounded with the uni-

versality of national interest, and that our ships

are yours and your cotton is ours. [Applause.]

The Republican Party favors no such disposi-

tion of separating the interests of the country.

I fear that the slaveholding interest has allowed
itself to be drawn into too much of this senti-

ment, and that it looks really with more compla-
cency at the building up of Manchester, Liver-

pool, Havre and Paris by the productions of the
South than it does upon the building up of Bos-
ton, Lowell, New York, or your own manufac-
turing towns. Let us have an end of this. Let
us understand, then, the commercial question of

this country, that, gifted with a domain that ex-

tends from ocean to ocean, inhabited by a peo-

ple whose enterprise is baulked by no difficul-

ties and runs into every peaceful avenue to de-

velopment, formed by Providence with a hardy
region that develops the man and the woman
and the child who, in our part of the country,

are able and willing to work with their hands
and with their heads, having a vast grain-pro-

ducing region in the valley of the Mississippi,

and blessed by Providence with a monopoly, if

yon please, of the great staple for clothing the

world, in your boasted cotton ; all these are, by
honest American industry, laid down as the rich

tribute to the genius of the Constitution, to the

strength of the Union, and to the enlargement of

free and prosperous society. [Loud applause.]

But when you turn around and talk about cotton

being master of the freemen of the world ; that

the liberties of this country and the liberties of

England hang, forsooth, upon a cotton thread

;

when you ask us to adopt the doctrine that, in-

stead of new shirts being made for men to wear,

that men were made to wear new shirts, that

cotton dominates over the free spirit of commer-
cial nations, you mistake your audience for the

utterance of such ideas. [Applause] Why, gen-

tlemen, this Mr. Yancey would doubtless have
us believe that the great Hercules of free labor

that is to perform his twelve tasks of laying out

this continent for the habitations of justice and
freedom for generations unnumbered, yet to

come, finds his final fate, as Hercules of old did

in the shirt of Nessus, under whose debilitating

poison he yielded up the vigor of his life. Mr.
Yaacey, this great cotton shirt of yours that you
have wrapped around the world, may keep it

warm, but it will never control the beatings of

its heart. [Applause.]

80UTHERN THREATS OF SECESSION.

Now, gentlemen, the present trouble with our
friends in the Slave States is that when they

come to complaining of difiiculties and of appre-

hension, (and probably they feel them in some
sort,) they do nots3em to know what to propose,

if anything, for us to do. They say if Lincoln is

elected, though everything is done the Constitu-

tion says shall be done,—though he has the most
votes, (and it is the duty of somebody to *hrow
votes so as to elect somebody, if possible,) yet,

after all this, if Lincoln is elected, they will se-

cede from the Union ! Why 1 Is it not consti-

tutional 1 Yes, it is constitutional, but it threat-

ens all kinds of mischief. Well, we ask, what
have you say about it 1 Who, under Heaven
shall we vote for 1 Down South you do not seem
to be agreed upon this subject. You are noting
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for Bell, yon are voting for Douglas. Bo yon ex-

pect to elect either of them 1 No. We want to

beat Lincoln! [Laughter.] Well, we might
help yon beat Lincoln, but whom shall we elect 1

Gentlemen, do yon snppose that the public mind
of the country is in a state to tolerate a discus-

sion of this question, when there are votes enough
to elect Lincoln, and not votes enough to elect

anybody else. They will say, " We must have a

President, and we must have Lincoln if we can-

not have anybody else ;" and cur answer must
be, until yon show some concurrence of senti-

ment, how do we know but that if we should
help yon to elect Douglas, yon would not secede

as yon have threatened 1 And some of you say

that Douglas is worse than Lincoln ! Others of

too, say that Breckenridge threatened the conn-

try ; and still a part of you say that Bell is a

traitor to Southern rights ! What a bad lot of

candidates there is before the people. Let us

make haste and elect one of them, and hope for

" better luck next time." [Laughter and ap-

plause.]

But this is Mexican politics—not ours—this

saying that it is Constitutional to elect anybody
who has the most votes, and if it turns out to be
a man they like they will submit, but if it is a

man they don't like they will not. Now here is

our country—a great country, with a Constitu-

tion, a Union, prosperity, happiness, wealth, ag-

grandizement, power and fame. Are we to suf-

fer these childish suggestions to interfere for a

moment with our actions unless it be to ofifset it

by a greater aggregate vote for the candidate

upon whose election they would suggest a sub-

version of American liberty 1 Their principle is,

that there is a power in this country that is

stronger than the Constitution, and can subvert
it and the laws, when we exercise our light of
suffrage. If that be so, the sooner we find it out
the better, and we will settle that matter in our
turn, leaving as broad and firm and rich a legacy
to our children as we received from our fathers.
Now, gentlemen, I shall detain yon no lorger,

but with one suggestion shall leave this subject
thus imperfectly treated, though I have trespass-
ed much upon your patience. Lord Bacon says
that "When yon would have a tree produce
more fruit than it is used to do, it is not anything
that yon can do to the boughs, but it is stirring
the soil and putting fresh moulds about the
roots that must work it." Now, our fathers
planted this tree of constitutional liberty to
flourish forever, to domineer with its protecting
shade over this whole continent, from ocean to
ocean, and be a shelter for generation after gen-
eration of men that should be true to the princi-
ples of liberty and true to the principles of jus-
tice. The winds of agitation may sweep in the
boughs and the ordinary contrivances of party
may keep up, if yon please, the appearance of
active intelligent care of the government ; but I
tell you that it has not produced as good fruit of
late as it used to do. It is not anything that
you do to the boughs, but it is stirring about the
roots and extending the free soil from which they
must derive nourishment that it is to reproduce
and amplify forever and forever the growth, the
beauty, the flower and the fiuit which belong to
its nature. [Loud applause and cheers.]
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