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How to manage & navigate these 
resources as an individual researcher?

Starting c20 years ago: early 
experiments in “e-taxonomy” 
(taxonomy is the science of naming)

Open science movement made much 
more general advances:

• Citation management
• Collaborative working
• Document production

Tools to access & navigate specialised 
resources still an issue

Digital botany: depends on a wide range of information resources



- Build on existing software & 
community (Obsidian)

- Access relevant data in context:

- Specimens

- Names

- Taxonomies

- Institutional / researcher profiles

- Literature

- Create links, explore spatially & in 
network visualisations

- Cite specimens in new work

- Develop & learn open science 
working practices

OLS project: extend Obsidian for specimen research: echinopscis.github.io

https://echinopscis.github.io/
















Plugin code repo & installation instructions:
● https://github.com/echinopscis/obsidian-wikidata-plugin

echinopscis project:
● https://echinopscis.github.io

Allied projects:

- Entity Explosion: https://github.com/99of9/Entity-Explosion

- Taxonomic Literature II in Obsidian: https://tl2.io

Contact
● n.nicolson@kew.org

● Github: @nickynicolson Twitter: @nickynicolson Mastodon: 

@nickynicolson@mastodon.social

● Web: https://kew.org/science/our-science/people/nicky-nicolson

https://github.com/orgs/KewBridge/discussions
https:///
mailto:n.nicolson@kew.org
https://github.com/nickynicolson
https://twitter.com/nickynicolson
https://mastodon.social/@nickynicolson
https://www.kew.org/science/our-science/people/nicky-nicolson
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