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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Carson City District Office

1535 Hot Springs Road
Carson City, Nevada 89706-0638

PH:(702) 885-6100

March 7, 1997

3

IN REPLY REFER TO:

3809 (NV030)

N36-86-003P

Dear Reader:

Enclosed for your review and comment is the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for
Kennecott Rawhide Mining Company's Denton-Rawhide Mine Expansion Project prepared by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Carson City District Office.

The Final EIS has been prepared in an abbreviated format and must be used in conjunction with the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) issued November 1, 1996. The FEIS and the DEIS
constitute the complete EIS. In Chapter 4 the FEIS responds to the comments received during the
public review period on the DEIS.

Following the 30-day availability period of this Final Environmental Impact Statement, a Record of
Decision will be issued. Questions or comments should be directed to: Terri Knutson, Rawhide EIS
Project Manager, Bureau of Land Management, Carson City District Office, 1535 Hot Springs Road
Carson City, Nevada 89706, or telephone at (702) 885-6156.

Sincerely,

Karl L. Kipping

Associate District Manager
Carson City District

Enclosure





LEAD AGENCY:

FINAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

DENTON-RAWHIDE MINE EXPANSION PROJECT

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Carson City District Office
Carson City, Nevada

PROJECT LOCATION:

COMMENTS ON THIS FINAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT (FEIS)
SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO:

Mineral County, Nevada

Terri Knutson, EIS Project Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Carson City District Office
153 5 Hot Springs Road
Carson City, NV 89706
(702) 885-6156

DATE FINAL EIS FILED WITH
EPA: March 7, 1997

DATE WHEN COMMENTS MUST
BE POSTMARKED TO BLM: April 7, 1997

ABSTRACT

The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) responds to
comments received by BLM during the public comment period on the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) . The DEIS analyzed
potential impacts which could result from expanding mining
operations at Kennecott Rawhide Mining Company's Denton-Rawhide
Mine in Mineral County, Nevada. The DEIS analyzed potential
impacts which could result from alternatives and mitigation
measures which would be implemented to reduce or minimize
impacts. The Proposed Action includes: (1) expansion of the
Murray Hill pit, (2) expansion of the waste rock disposal
facility, (3) construction and operation of a run-of-mine leach
pad, (4) relocation of a run-on control diversion ditch, and (5)
reclamation of disturbed areas. The Agency-Preferred Alternative
is Alternative A. Implementation of this alternative would
result in the restoration of approximately 3 5 additional acres of
land surface in the mine pit to productive use.

Responsible Official for EIS

Date: 2fa fal

Karl L. Kipping
Associate District Man"
Carson City District

ger
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Introduction 1 - 1

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)

is prepared for Kennecott Rawhide Mining

Company's (KRMC) Denton-Rawhide Mine

Expansion Project located in Mineral County,

Nevada. The FEIS contains the Agency Preferred

Alternative and a record of written and verbal

comments received on the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement (DEIS). The DEIS previously

distributed and this document together constitute

the FEIS for the Denton-Rawhide Mine Expansion

Project.

The DEIS was distributed for public comment on

November 1, 1996. BLM received written

comments and held one open-house public

meeting to receive comments during the public

comment period which ended on January 3, 1997.

Neither written comments nor comments received

during the public meeting identified major

changes or modifications to the analysis or

conclusions presented in the DEIS. The DEIS has

not been reprinted; therefore, this document must

be read in conjunction with the DEIS. Minor

revisions to the text of the DEIS are addressed in

Chapter 3 of this document (Errata).

The Agency Preferred Alternative is described in

Chapter 2 of this document. Chapter 3 provides

specific edits or corrections to the DEIS. All

comment letters received by the end of the

comment period and responses to substantive

comments are located in Chapter 4.

Final EIS





Agency Preferred Alternative 2- 1

CHAPTER 2

This section of the FEIS describes the Agency
Preferred Alternative. The FEIS Agency Preferred

Alternative is the same as that described in the

DEIS; Alternative A.

AGENCY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE
-FEIS

AGENCY PREFERRED

ALTERNATIVE

The Agency Preferred Alternative is Alternative A;

Partial Backfilling of the Murray Hill Pit.

Implementation of this alternative would result in

backfilling specific areas within the Murray Hill pit

and would restore approximately 35 acres of land

to productive use in the mine pit area. Alternative

A is described in detail on page 2-27 of the DEIS.

Final EIS
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CHAPTER 3

ERRATA

This Chapter contains specific modifications and

corrections to the Denton-Rawhide Mine

Expansion Project DEIS. These corrections and

modifications were made in response to

comments received during the public comment
period.

Page 4-9; column 2; paragraph 5 of the DEIS has

been revised as follows:

The goal of reclamation would be to

create a self-sustaining Reclaimed

Disturbed Plant Community (RDPC) to

assist in establishing post-mining land

use. Canopy cover shrubs, grasses, and
forbs in undisturbed areas of the mine

currently ranges from 10 to 30 percent.

KRMC's standard of revegetation success

is 100 percent of current vegetative cover

(i.e., 10 to 30 percent canopy cover).

Noxious weeds would not count toward

the 100 percent vegetative cover goal.

Seed test plots were established in 1992

on 16.5 reclaimed acres. KRMC is

monitoring these plots and, with BLM
approval, would derive the RDPC from

the seed test plot program.

Chapter 5 - Consultation, Coordination, and
Preparation: Mailing List in the DEIS has been
modified to add the following:

Bureau of Land Management
Director (WO-480)

1620 L Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20036

Bureau of Land Management
Office of Public Affairs

1859 C Street, N.W. Rm. 5600
Washington, D.C. 20240

Bureau of Land Management
State Director (NV-932)

850 Harvard Way
Reno, NV 89520

Final EIS



3 -2 Errata Chapter 3

Bureau of Land Management - 8 copies

Nevada State Office

Attn: Calvin Robinson

850 Harvard Way
Reno, NV 89520

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Western Nevada Agency

167 Hot Springs Road

Carson City, NV 89706

Bureau of Reclamation

Denver Federal Center (D-150)

Building 67

P.O. Box 2507

Denver, CO 80225-0007

Center, Urban Affairs & Policy Research

Attn: H. Paul Friesema

2040 Sheridan Road
Evanston, IL 60208-4100

Greystone

Attn: Charlene Lopez

5990 Greenwood Plaza Blvd., Suite 250

Englewood, CO 80111

Honorable Harry Reid

600 E. Williams, Suite 304

Carson City, NV 89701-4052

Honorable Barbara Vucanovich

300 Booth St., Room 3038

Reno, NV 89509

JBR Environmental Consultants

Attn: Nina Cameron
8160 South Highland Drive

Sandy, UT 84903

Mr. Samuel E. King

1150 Allen Road 143-12

Battle Mountain, NV 89820

Churchill County Dept. of Planning

Attn: Rick Sugg
180 W. First Street

Fallon, NV 89406

Colorado State University

Attn: Fred C. Schmidt

Documents Department - KW
The Libraries

Fort Collins, CO 80523-1019

Environmental Leadership

Attn: Patty Moen
P.O. Box 10786

Reno, NV 89510

Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribe

Attn: Thomas C. Burton, Chairman

8955 Mission Road
Fallon, NV 89406

Honorable Richard Bryan

600 E. Williams, Suite 304

Carson City, NV 889701-4052

Mr. John Geddie

8040 Bellemah Ct, NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Lahontan Audubon Society

Attn: Ken Pulver

1585 Wheat Grass

Reno, NV 89509

Lazer

c/o John Williams

12770 SW Foothill Dr.

Portland, OR 97225

Library of Congress Madison Building

Exchange and Gift Div. (16 copies)

Federal Document Section, C St. (Between 1st &
2nd)

Washington, D.C. 20401

Mr. Dewey Marino

9351 Grant Street, Suite 500

Thornton, CO 80229

Mineral County

P.O. Box 150

Hawthorne, NV 89415

Minerals Management Services

Attn: Harry Corley

P.O. Box 25165 MS#3153
Denver, CO 80226

Denton-Rawhide Mine Expansion Project



Errata 3 -3

Mineral Policy Center

1612 K Street NW., Suite 550

Washington, D.C. 20006

National Park Service (2310) - 5 copies

Attn: Dale Morlock

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-6127

Native American Heritage Commission

915 Capital Mall, Room 288

Sacramento, CA 95814

Natural Resource Defense Council

Attn: Johanna Wald

1359 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20005

The Nature Conservancy

Attn: Jan Nachlinger

443 Marsh Avenue

Reno, NV 89509-1522

Nevada Conservation League

Attn: Glenn Miller

581 Creighton Way
Reno, NV 89503

Nevada Department of Wildlife

Attn: John Gebhardt

380 W. B Street

Fallon, NV 89406

Nevada Division of Environ. Protection

Attn: Connie Davis

333 W. Nye Lane

Carson City, NV 89710

Nevada Mining Association

5250 S. Virginia St., Suite 220

Reno, NV 89502

Nevada Outdoor Recreation Association

Attn: Charles Watson

P.O. Box 1245

Carson City, NV 89702

Nevada State Clearinghouse - 12 copies

Department of Administration

Attn: Julie Butler

Blasdel Building, Room 204

Carson City, NV 89710

Nevada Wilderness Association

Attn: Roger Scholl

4870 Hilton Court

Reno, NV 89509

Nevada Wildlife Federation

P.O. Box 71238

Reno, NV 89509-3370

Kenneth R. Paulsen Consulting, Inc.

Attn: Kenneth R. Paulsen

P.O. Box 1930

Arvada, CO 80001

Public Resource Association

Attn: Susan Lynn

1755 East Plumb Lane, #170
Reno, NV 89406

Rural Development Service

Attn: Herb Shedd
1390 S. Curry Street

Carson City, NV 89703

Schwartz Radio, Inc.

1617 Fairview Drive, Suite I

Carson City, NV 89701

Sierra Club Toiyabe Chapter

Rose Strickland, Public Lands Comm.
P.O. Box 8096

Reno, NV 89507

Ms. Debra Struhsacker

3610 Big Bend Lane

Reno, NV 89509

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Sacramento District

1325 J Street

Sacramento, CA 95814-2922

Final EIS



3-4 Errata Chapter 3

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Attn: Nancy Kang

300 Booth Street, Room 2103

Reno, NV 89509

U.S. Dept. of the Interior (MS-2340)

Office of Env. Policy and Compliance

1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 2024

U.S. Department of Energy

Office of Env. Compliance (EH-23)

1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, D.C. 20585

U.S. Department of the Interior

WA320
L Street, Mail Stop 501

Washington, D.C. 20240

U.S. EPA, Region IX - (3 copies)

Attn: Jeanne Geselbracht CMD-2
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105-3901

U.S. Forest Service

Toiyabe National Forest

1200 Franklin Way
Sparks, NV 89431

Walker Lake Paiute Tribe

Attn: Mr. Ben Leyva, Chairman

P.O. Box 220

Schurz, NV 89427

Walker Lake Paiute Tribe

Attn: Richard Black, Land Use Planner

P.O. Box 220

Schurz, NV 89427

Weyerhauser & Company
Attn: Greg Tolbert

Mail Stop CH2J28
Tacoma, WA 98477-0001

The Wilderness Society

Presidio Building .1016

P.O. Box 29241

San Francisco, CA 94129-0241

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Federal Activities (A-104)

401 M Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20460

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Attn: Mary Jo Elpers

4600 Kietzke Lane, Building C-125

Reno, NV 89502-5093

Yerington Paiute Tribe

Attn: Stacy Stahl, Chairperson

171 Campbell Lane

Yerington, NV 89447

Chapter 6 - References and Glossaries; List of

References in the DEIS has been modified to add

the following references:

SWCA, Inc. Environmental Consultants.

1997. Kennecott Rawhide Mining

Company. Hooligan Hill Mining

Complex Bat Habitat Closure.

Denton-Rawhide Mine Expansion Project
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CHAPTER 4

COMMENTS AND
RESPONSES

This chapter includes copies of all public

comments received during the comment period

on the Denton-Rawhide Mine Expansion Project

DEIS. BLM's responses to substantive comments
are provided adjacent to the reproduced

comment letters. Nine letters were received by

BLM during the public comment period which

ended on January 3, 1997.

An open-house public meeting was held in

Carson City, Nevada on November 20, 1996, to

accept comments on the accuracy and adequacy

of the DEIS. One member of the public attended

the meeting but no comments were received.

Letter 1 . United States Environmental Protection Agency 2

Letter 2. Rachel Thomas 5

Letter 3. United States Department of the Interior -

Fish and Wildlife Service 6

Letter 4. State of Nevada; Department of Conservation and Natural Resources - Division of Wildlife 9

Letter 5. John Williams; Northern Nevada Building Trades Council 10

Nevada State Clearinghouse, Department of Administration, Planning Division,

enclosing comments from the following:

Letter 6. Division of Minerals 17

Letter 7. Natural Heritage 18

Letter 8. Department of Transportation 19

Letter 9. Water Resources 20

Final EIS
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