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had a talk with che Secretary of State today, at his pri-
vate recidencs. Hs offered to commenc., the negotiatlone with a
draft waick will te conveyed szwarate’ 7 in my telegram No. 25L..
Tentativaely it will be called Draft Ui lerstanding, Ac to this
drart, we hoed been sounding cut the intention of the American
(fovernment vrivately until we cou'd ascertaln that Secroetary Hull
had no objection to it in general. Thereupon, the plan hes been
framed aftar complicated negotiaticns, in which I partock ln
private.) And it wss his requast that I should osbtain instruc-
tions of the Japancse Government in thls connection, lost the
agreemoent rsached totween the Secretary of Statd ana mysself should
be dlsavowed by the Tokyo Government, in which case the Amerlcan

vrernmont would be put in a very awkward vosition,

We have made a careful study of the matter wlitn the members
0 the Embassy staff, military and navel 2tiaches, Colonel
iwakuro, 2t al, We have .L130 given full consideration to the
state of «flalrs at home and abread, and ~ :ve, working es one,
exarted efforts to make the present unders:anding advantageous
for us., bBut, of course, it .dces not ccrser all aspects of
Japanese-American relations. With respect to the contents of
the items, Aalso, it is feared that they har'e defects. Neverthe=
less, 1t 18 our bellef that, *‘f an underst.nding to such an
effuct be reached on thils occasion,

(1) it will not be contradiclory to the spirit of the
Imperial Rescript given on the occasion of the conclusion of the
Tripartite Alllance, and it is presumed that tne conclusion of
the understanding will aven conform to the Inperial wishss;

(2) it will not betray the faith of the Tripartits
Alliance;

(3) it will be the f
peace of the Paciric, walch 1s
Japanese Government; and

iret step toward naintenance of the
ths fundamental pollcy of th

(l4) it will further =scrve as the groundwork for Japrnesa
American cooperatlon in reouildling the pescec c¢f Zurovs.

In this connection, I earnestly rsquest your instruction
alicwing me to proceed with the negotlations accordinz to this
plan, leaving all the defects thoreof to be remedicd at the pro-
posed conference,
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