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(describe):

Excerpts from record of evidence of Lieut Ronald George Williams -
Burma -Thailand Ry.
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for introdvction in evidence (specify purpose) As to treatment
of POW, Class B offense
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‘ I, Ronuld George yillianm3 of per)yy in the state of Tasrania, fornerly
( TX2146 lieutenant Ronald georce “illiams cf 2/40 Aust. Infantry Battalion,
' ioke oath and say;--
l‘ I was first talien priscner in Timor on 23 February 1942. 1In
- September 1942 T was taizen with i« number of sustralians to Java. tUe
i left Java for Singapore on lst Jenuary 1943 and went to Changi where
i rve remained until 21et January, 1943.
Irond Chanii wi entrained on 21 Junuery 1943 and arrived at
Bangpon’, Thailand, on 25 January 1943. The trein trip wes very bad,
+ 76 were put into either cattle truzks or rice trucks in smnll steel
compartrents, into whrcl over 30 mon were crowded. The heat was terrific
| during the day and it was frcezing cold at midpisht. Thore was not
| sufficient roon for the men to lie dowm. The food was supplied on the

) railvay station and 1&s ncet particalarly bad. 1'e haé a lot of ialaria
' on the®trip but robody éicd.

/ Fron Bangp.ng we went by truck to Taso, up the river, TG
stayed there overni,;ht and on the following iornin, lcft for a plucc
later called Hintok, vhere we arrivad on 27 January 1943. ¢ arrived
at about five o'clecck in the evenin,. Up 2 narrov roud the Japenesoc
) peinted to the juny le itsclf and suid, rTherc is your carip.® e then

had to o to viork ‘o hew u cump siie out of the jungle: we had to et
off the roud becaure of the traffic. The following dcy e reccived gone
tents, Food was wry, very poor at this staic. "¢ hud Lorc or less
plain rice for the two wonths we were theore, ~e wcry joined by & larse
Dutecli party who hac. a lot of cases of dysentery; thoy nad cbout four or
five deaths before we loft but we did not Lave any altliowyh scic of our
perty contracted tle discase. 3¢ were still having trouble with malaric
and general malnutrition aad beri beri, Up to thic time we had found
out how to treat tcpicul ulcers and we h:d then under control., Lt this
cailp we were first orployed in cleanins a lurgc arec in which to build
a caip, and then we did rspair work on the junile roads. The hours of
work were from eigh’ o'clock in the morning until six o'clock at night,
ve had sore sick men who were taken out to work every day. Sore ren had
to go out to work tarefootcd because they had no boots. our clothes were
rractically worn out. .Zter we had built the camp the Lustraliuns were
in tents but the prtch were left out in the opcn with no accormodation
whatsoever,
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Our next coup wus at minsick, where we cawie under the coizwend
of Tenaka. "¢ rwrehked 17 kilonetrcs and orrived there on 18 Marell 1943,
&nd left with a party of 220 cn 1 april 1943, The food wus & little
better, as wc received a rrall quantity of dricd fish; but it vas still
cbsolutely inadequute and tne ren continued to o dowrhill in health
mainly through malnutriticn; they were becoming weaker and weuker every
day. mTic cccormodation with which ve rorc provided had forierly been a
Dutch dysentery Lospital, and thore were feeces all over tho floer, Thore
vwerc sone minor beatings in the camp, ~e went cut to work on ihe reilvay
line and it wos here that we first care into contact with the Jopunese
enzineers, whon: we nicknamed the "Black Crows®, I wont out on to the rail-
way lines and tried to talk to the Japanese officer with a view to
shortening the Lours of work and ellowing sick nen to rest ocs vell us to
provide then with at least half-an-lour for lunch as they wore petting
only 10 or 20 minutes, but for that I received a decent sort of bashing
frown: the Jyapanese officer, sick nen were forced to work on the ruilway
line., 7Tie reply I received fror: tle Jopenese yos, "hen the Jupanese
soldiers are sick they rmst work, so your ren will vork znd aleo you will
work., T refused to work and told him that I was there to lock ofter the
Len and not to work, and for thut T was beacten wit): o walking cune, The
Japanese werc standing on the railway esbanknent throuhocut the duy
throwin: pieces of rock mnd dirt ot the ren if thoy oo i1uel: as strueightened
their backs; they were also hit over the head wvith bamcboo cticks. e
did not Lave eny deaths. 1Edical supplies vere very, very linited und
clotliin  likewise vwus short, os we hud hud no extra clothin, civen to us,
Our doctors &nd rmedical serpeant hud the tropical ulcers under control
but we ..ad sore vaery bad beri beri cases and nerhaps ter of our 1en who
were going blind vere evacucted down the line to thie hospital. .t that
tine there verc 376 wen in our purty,

Fror.’Kinsiok I went with 230 ten to cleur inother piece of jungle
&t Kinsiok Mo, 1 Junzle Caripy 10 kilonetres dowm the river, e left orn 20
July 1943« The food was at all tires very scarce onc the roen wvere still
going downhill from maluutrition, ..ccorz.odation wus wbsolutoly acppalling;
we hud 20 and 22 ren in © tent, which leaked very :ich, 1®en verc vorlcing,
fran seven o'clock in the oerning until 9 otelock at ni, 153 When tliey
returned to curp, endeavouring to eat their food in the darl nd soing to
thesc tents which were absolutely ipossible teo slzep an owing, to the
weather, ‘¢ hed z great dcal of sicknoss ond dozeon of sick ien were
being; forceéd out to work o the railvay lire cuch doy, Tley were beaten
if they could not werk, The mom in charpe of thet CU WL8 & JLpUNesc
. named Hori Gunso, who is now dcad, The Coroander of the camp wue still
Tancke, who was really rcsponsinle for our trea*ront. ¢ had our first
chelera cases there in July 1943, Zizht Lusireiicugpcied fren aysentery,
mlaria end cholera. 1 hud been Joincd at this 2 by & perty of 500
Englisinen, Up *ill their arrival we hed had no dvecntary in the camp
but unfortunctely they brought it with thesn, end it becare rifc axons;st us,
Medical supplies were the shortcsat they had been up to date. e had
) practically no beatinss inside the cuap but the en incers wore baghing the
| fen all day, fThe Irnglish suffered about /0 dectlis in the canp end they
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eévacuated 350 sick 1on out of their 500, Qver the wliole period, vbout 50

or 60 of our ren were gvatuated. ‘¢ hud greet aifficvity in gettin, ren
€vacuated; we would urgue vith tae Jopancse for hours ebout it., 4t that
stepe, the nen verc wearirng, &ny old rorga they ecould gt; they hed no proper
clothes and no feowrsur vhascver, Reruuse of “his, they cont:recctcd soie sort
of foot-rot arnd T have uctually sccn nen cruvling, back into caryp at night,
Yet the Japancse would not allow then to stop work,

(2 20 July 1943 we went back to Kinsiok for three aays to finish
the railway line. Thas wes vhat tle toys colled "rhree pays of Iicllw,
They used to be made to werk fronm dayliciit to aark to get the railwvay line
corpleted. The hours of work were very long and sick men were forced to
work; they were even driven out of hogpital to work cn the rai way linc,
4% this ecarup we had seven dcuths fron dyseatery and cholera; ron collapsed
on the job with cholera, Tunake was still dircctly in charge of us., mThe
suards thensclves tere all Koereons, the vworct of 3ihc lot bein, nicknored
“The 1pd poatizn® - }prtiamn, jnother Juerd who was in chur e of the vork
parties wus Taliiyarm, also jpriivio, He took part in a lov of the bushingc
and would pererclly pick on siak ten; De jould o throu,h the lhospitals
and chase out sick pen to work., gc would bash the boys vitl. his fists und
vith picces of stick, from which they ad black eyea ond bleedin, roses and
skin Imocked off their “ceea, ledical supnlics ticre very, very linited.
There were dozens and dozens of cholern cases, Tue camp huad (rowr ard iow
contained approxirz t€ly 1500 or 2000 ren; whon we sexrs bacl it WS in cu
€bsolutely appolling concition; there was rmnd up to the iorcea.

e left Kinsick on 24 July 1943 by barce for Muarg, 1ai, 80

kilometres furtler up river, —e rocained there until 8 pecenber 1943,
~ There were 1000 ren in the camp, including: 120 justraliins., In the carly
stages, the wen were sufferins very badly from molnutrition but lutexr the
food improved; we were Liven o considereble number of cows und ve hud sore
neat each day, Iatterly, in this camp it was the best food wi¢ hud in Thal- |
land. 1t was the height of the et season when ve arrived there and during |
the first few veeks we were saturcted the vhole *ite, but later we built
ourselves a reagonable comp; we had tents wiih borboo flooring ull the
way between the tents so thet ve could Lo &ll over the cway wvitaout putting
¢ Toot on the ~round. e were still én ozed on riilvey work but tho hours
of vork werc not so lom. tnd bhe men aid not wvork cs hurd us they hud cone
before. <& still had & lot of oularia and the usuel bari beri cnd inl-
nutrition, The Znslishien vere suffering very seriously fro.. tropical ulcers ,
end er were losing, tleir legs. sick ren vere being forced out to vork -

ren with very large ulcers. e nould set one day's rest with malaria if ve
were lucky, and unleass ren hud bsri beri very hadly they were sent out to
vork. Six men were lkilled in a landslice, e sere made to work in a very
dancercus poeivion, T could noi .8t down to *the plcece rysell but the
Australian sergeart-mmjor who wos in churge of tle worlkidng purty rcpeatedly
pointed out the danger of the job but the Japensse would not heed his warning,
with the result shat 17 of our ren verc actually cought in the landslice

and six Iilled. The Japunese engineers were entirely to blare for this as
the sergeunt-rajor poinied out hor the Job could be dore without the
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, attcendoent dangor, but no notize was taxon of hix. Tonaka was still in
char~c of the canp, OCnec rn adicd fron maloris and one fron pneuronia,
' medical supplies wero scili inoufficient, "¢ did not reccive any -
' vitamins cf any sort and the rcn still suffercd frow mulnutrition. e
had an issuc of rubber boots there and o sunll quantity of putch clothes.
Up %o this tinc a lot of mon had beon cvacuated to the base hospituls on
accourt of tropicul ulcors, cl.olcra, dysenter:r and pnewonic, *“hen ve
went beck dovn the river we had 98 ren lcft,

Toe railvay line was joined in Thailand on 17 october 1943, |
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Sworn before re at 1aunceston )
in the gtate of Tasmania this ) (sicned) RON G. TILLL.S,
24th dey of geptember 1945 ) .

(Signed) 4,7, MANAGILN, 7.D.
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' I, Ronuld George villians of per by in the state cf masrania, foruerly
X216 Lieutenant Ronald George ~illians of 2/40 Aust. Infantry Battalion,
ke cath and say;-

I was first tal.en prisoner in 7iwor on 23 February 1G42. In
. September 1942 T waz taken with a number of sustralians to Java. Te
left Java for giugapore on lst January 19543 and went to Changi where
! we remnined until 2lct January, 1943.

Jron Chap;i we entrained on 21 Junuery 1943 and arrived et

pangpong:, Thailand, on 25 Januvery 1943. The trein trip was very bad,
7e were put into either cattle trucks or rice trucks in amall steel
compartrents, into vhich over 30 men were crowded. The heat was terrific
during the day and it wes freezing cold at midnizht, Thore was not
sufficicnt roon for the men to lie dowm. The food was supplied on the

-) railvay station and was not particularly bad. Ye had a lot of malaria
on the trip but nobody dicd.

Fron Bangpor., we went by truck to maso, up the river. 176
stayed there overnight and on the followily; iorning left for a pluce
later called Hintok, where we arrived on 27 Jenuary 1943, ‘'e arrived
at about five o'clock in the evening. Up a nerrov roed the Japunesc
pointed to the jungle itself and suid, wThere is your carp.® & then
had to o to work to hew u cump site out of the jungle; we had to get
off thc road becguse of the traffic. The feollowing: duy we received sona
tents. Food was very, very ncor at this stube. e had iorc or less
plain rice for the two months we were there., e were joined by o larse
putch perty who kad a2 lot of cages of uysentcr;, tacy nad about four or
five deaths bcfeore we left but we did not Lave eny althouih s e of ocur
rarty contracted the dissase, ¢ were still Luving trouble with rmlaria
and (eneral mainutrition and beri beri, Up to thiu time we had found
out how to treatttropical ulcers and we h:d then unter control., .t tlLis
canp we were first crployed in clecnin; a larcce crea in which to build
a carp, and then we did rcpair vork on the jungle roads, The hours of
work were from eight o'clock in the morning unsal six o'clock at night,

7e had sore gick men who were taken out to work every day. Sone nen had
to &o out to work barefootcd because they had rno boots. oOur clothes were
practically worn out, [fter we had built the carnyp thie Jusbraliuns were
in tents but ihe Dutch were left out in the open with no accoxrodation
whatsoever,

F— S — &
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our ncxt caup wos at Kinsiok, where we cane under the cornwnd
of Tenaka. "e nurched 17 kilometrce ard crrived therc on 18 MErclh 1943,
énd left with a party of 220 cn 1 ,\pril 1943. 7The focd was & litsle
better, as wc roceived a small quaniizy of driod fish; but it vas still
absolutely incdecuute and tne ren continued to ;o downhill in health
mainly throush molnutr®tion; they vere beconing, wesker und weuker every @
day. The ccccmredation with which we verc provided hed forrierly been a '
Duteh dysentery lLicspital, and there worc faeces all over the floor. Thire
verc some minor beatings in the canyp. 76 went cut to vork orn the ruilway
line and it wcs herc that we first case into contact with the Jigenosc
eéngineers, whon we rnicknamed the wplack Crows®, T wont out on to the rail-
way lines and tried to talk to the Japanese officer with & view to
shortening the Lours of work and allowing sick ren to rect os well as to
rrovide them with at least half-en-lour for lunch us they wecre etting
only 10 or 20 ninutes, but for that T received a decent sert of bughking
fron, the Jupanese officer. gick nen ware forecd to work on tie ruilwey
line, 7Tl.e reply I rccetved fron tle Jopinece vas, when the Jupunese
soldiers are sick they rmst work, so your ren will work enc also you will
work, I refused to work and told his thet T was there to look fter tho
on and noet Yo vork, and for tlut T woes bewten with a walking cune, T7le
Japanese vwerc standing on the roilviy cubankmert throuvhout the duy
throwing pieces of rock and dirt ot the ren if they co lweil ag stroigshtencd
their backs; +hey were also lLiit over the Head witl bambeo cvickya, o
did not lave any deaths. jxdical supplies vere very, very limlited wund
¢lothing likewice wus short, <o we hud lwd no extra clothin:, pivan to us,
our doctors &nd redicul serpeant hud thre tropical ulcers under control
but we Lad some very bad beri beri casss and Derhcps ten of our ren who
were (oim; blind were evacucted down the line to tle kospital. &t that
tine there werc 376 wuen in our party,

Froli. Kinsick I went with 230 ren to cleir uroiler piece of junglc
ut Kinsiok Mo, 1 Jungsle Carp, 10 kilorelrss dotm the r-vere %e left on 20
July 1943. tThe food was ab all tiscs very sciurce a&né vke ien were still
coing downhill fron meluutrition, .ccoz.odation wun cbsolutely cpnalling;
we had 20 and 22 ren in o tent, whicl leaked very iuich. en were vorking
fron seven olclock in the nornins until 9 uleleck et ai ht; when they
roturned to curp, endeuvouring to eat their food in the Aurl: (nd roin, to
these tents which were absclutely irpossible to slecep in owing to the
weather, ¢ hud & great dcal of sisknuss cnd dozens of siclt iea weoro
being forced out to work on the rcilvay lire cueh QLY. T.cy were beaten
il they could not work, mThe ron in charce of thet carp wus « Jupanesc
naned Hori gunso, who is now dcad, The Cowmaander of thc carp wus gtill
Tenzka, who wus really regroneible for our trecatreont, 1'¢ had our f{irst
cholera: cases there in July 1943, it Lustraliaue aied fren cysentery,
mlaria and cholera. te hud boou joined wt tris carp by & perty of 500
Englisinen, 1Up ‘11l their arrival we hed hod no dyeentery in the camp
but unfortunately thoy browht it with ther, and it bccare rife amonzst us.
Medical supplies were the shortcet they hed been up to dute. e Lad
practically no beatinss irgside the cunp but the en incers wero baghing the
fen all day, fThe i lish suffercd about L0 deatls in the camp cnd they
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v, evacuated 350 sick men out of their 500, over the wlole period, about 50

or 60 of our men were evacuated, ‘o hed grect cifflevlsy in gotting ren
evacuated; we would argue vith tho Jepancse for hourc about it, At that
osterc, the nen verc weerirng cny old repa thoy couldggt; they had no proper
clothes &nd no fcovwzuxr vkha%cver, Beruuce of whis, they contreetcd scue sort
of foot-rot and I have actually scen nen cravling back into cary ot nigcht,
Yet the Japanese would not allow then to stop work,

(@ 20 July 1943 we went buck to Kinsiok for three days to finish
the railvay line, This was vhat thie boys called *Three Days of IHcllw,
They used to be made to work from daylipht to dark to get the railway line
completed. The hLours of work were very lon; and sick nen were forced to
work; they were even driven out of hospital to work on the railway lino,
Lt this camp we had seven dcuaths frow dysentery and cholera; rmen collapsed
on the job with cholera, Tunake wes still dircctly in charge of us, The
puards themselves were all Fereons, tle worct of the lot bein, nickntucd
*The }pd Roatiane - pprticnc, Jjnother _uward who wus in chuxrie of the verk
parties vas Takiym, also Ipricoto, He took pert in a lov of the bushings
and would gernerclly pick on sick men; he would po tlhrowh the hospitcls
and chase out sick men to work, uo would bosh: the boys witl. kis fists and
with picces of stick, from wliinh tliey had bloclk eyes ond bleedin, nosca aud
skin Imocked off their faces. 1edical supplics vere very, very limted.
There were dozens and dozeng of cholera cases, The cauy hud o royrn and oW
conteined approxirs.tely 1500 or 2000 men; when e cume buck it wes in on
chsolutely appalling concition; there ims rud up to the laces.

'e left Finsick on 24 July 1943 by burge for luen, jlui, 60
Kilometrcs further up river, e rcrained there until 8 pecenber 1943,
There vere 1000 nen in the canyp, includin;; 120 justrali.us. In the carly
steges, the ren were sufferins; very bedly froiy malnutrition but luter the
food irproved; we were piven u considerable nunber of cows und ve lied sore
neat each day, Latterly, in this caimp it was the bect food ¢ hud in Thai-
lends It was the height of the wet season vhen we arrived there and during:
the first few weeks ve were saturated the whole tine, but laier we built
ourselves a reaconable camp; we had teuts with barcboo flooring wll the
way between tihe tents so thut we could (o ull over the cuy without putting
a foot on the [round. e were still en:pzed on rrilvay work but thoe hours
of work werc net so lon_ cnd the nen did not work as hurd ws they hed Gone
before. e still had a lot of raleria cnd tho usual bori beri and pal-
nutrition. The Inglishmen vere sufforing very scriously fro: tropicel ulcers
cid wen were losing, tleir legs, giel: rien verc being forced out to work -
ren with very lar;c ulcers. ‘¢ would et one day'!s rest with melaria if we
were lucky, and unlecs ren hud bori beri very badly “they were sent out to
work., Six nen were killed in a landslide, ¢ were mudeé to work in & very

- dangercus position. I could not (et dovn to the place ryseld but the
Australian sergeant-rojor who was in churge of tle woridn, party rcpectedly
pointed out the danger of the job but the Jepenese would not heed his warning,
with the result that 17 of our ixn werc actually caucht in the lendslice
and six lilled, The Japunese engineers were entirely to blare for this as
the sergeant-rajor pointed out how the job could be dore witlout the

= -
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;' attendant danger, but no noticc was takon of him., mTenoka was still in

: charge of the camp. ¢nc nun dicd from maluric and one fron pneuwrionia,

' pmedical supplies wero stili ingufficient. 17e did not reccive any

¢ vitamins cf any sort and the ren still suffercd frow malnutrition. Te
had an issuoc of rubber boots there e1d u sunll quentity of puteh clothes.
Up to this timc a lot of mon had becn evacuated to the base hospitals on
account of tropicul ulcers, clhiolcra, dysentery and pnewonia, “hen we
went back dovn the river we had 98 1en lcft,

The railvay line wae joined in Thailand on 17 October 1943. !

- S RIS e
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Svorn before & at jaunceston

)
in the gtate of masiania this ) (Sicned) RON G, TOILLAMS.
2ith dey cf september 1945 )

(sicned) A.J, MRUAGILN, J.D.
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ARAKY, SADAO, AND ORS.

I, Renald George Williams of Derby in the state of Tasmenia, fermerly
X216 Lieuteaant Romald George williams ef 2/40 Aust. Infamtry Battalion,
meke eath and sey;-

1 wag first taken pricemer im Timer en 23 February 1942. In
. September 1942 I was takea with a number of Australians te Java., Ve
left Java for Singapere em lst Jamuary 1943 snd weat te Changi where
we remuined until 21st Jarmuary, 1943.

From Changi we emtrained ea 21 Jumuary 1943 and arrived at
pangpeng, Thailand, em 25 Jamuary 1943. The traia trip was very bad.
f/e were put inte either eattle trueks er riee trueks in small steel
conpartmexts, irnto whieh over 30 men were erewded. The hoat was terrifie
during the day and it was freezing eeld at midnight. There was not
sufficient rocg for the men to lie demn., The feed was supplied oa the
railway statien «rd was net partieularly bad., we had a2 lot of malaria
on the trip but meobedy died.

From Dangpeng we weat by truek te Tase, up the river. e
tayed there ovoraight and on the following merning left fer a plaee
latsr ealled Hintek, where we arrived cn 27 Jumuary 19543. We arrived
t abeut five o'cleck in the eveming. Up a anarrew read the Japanese
ointed to the jumgle itself and said, "There is your eamp."* We thea
had teo ge to werk to hew 2 esup site out of the jungle; weo had te get
off the road besause of tae traffie, Thae followiug day we received scms
tents. roed was very, very poor at this atage. je had mere or less
plain rise for the twe montks we wore there. 2 were jeimed by a large
puteh party whe had a lot of easss of dysentery; they had about feur or
five deaths before vwe left but we did not have any altheugh some of eur
party sontracted the discase. ¥e wore still haviag treuble with malaria
and gemerc) malautritionm and beri beri. Up te this time we had found
eut heom to treat pepical wleera and we had them under eontrol. At this
samp we wexre first exployed in eleaming a large area in whieh to build
a camp, and them we did repair werk en the jungle reads. The hours ef
work were from eijgt o'eleck in the morning umtil six e'eloek at night,
fe had some siek men who were takea eut to werk every day. Some men had
te go out te work barefectcd besause they had ae bects. OQur clethes were
prastieally wern out. After we had built the eamp the Australians were
in temts but the puteh were left sut im the epea with no ascoumodation
whatseover.
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Our mext Samp was at Kimsiek, where we same uader the esommand
of Tanaka. we marched 17 kilemetres and arrived thers en 18 mreh 1943,
and left with a party of 230 en 1 April 1943. The food was a little
better, as we reseived a gmall quantity eof dried fish; but it was still
abselutely imadequate and the men sextinued to go dewahill in health
mainly through malnutrition; they were besoming weaker and weaker every
day. The ascommedation with whiek we were provided had fermerly beem a
Duteh dysemtery hespital, aad there were fasces all over the floor. There
were sems mimer beatings in the samp. we weat sut te werk en the railway
line and it was here that we firss same into esentast with the Japanese
engineers, whem we nisknamed the "Blask Crews®. I weat out ea te the rail-
way lines and tried te talk to the Japansse effieer with a view to
shertening the hours ef werk amd allowing siek men te rest as well as te
previde them with at least half-am-hour for luneh as they were gotting
ealy 10 er 20 mimutes, but fer that I reseived a decent sert of bashing
from the Japaness efficer. Siek mea were foreed to werk em the railway
line. The reply I reeceived from the Japanese was, "thea the Japanese
soldiers are siek they must work, se your men will werk and also yeu will

- work., I refused te work aand teld him that I was there te loek after the
- men and not te werk, and fer that I was beaten with a walking sane. The

Jupanese were standing en the railway embankment throujout the day

- throwing pieces ef reck amd dirt at the mam if they se much as atraightened

their baecks; they were also hit over the head with bambee stieks. we
did not have any deaths., pdieal supplies were very, very limited amd
e¢lothing likewise was short, as we had had ne extra ¢lething given teo us.
Our desters and medisal sergeant had the trepieal wleers umnder seontrol

butnhuuuvaryhlhriborinuundmhpltuofourmwho

were goimg blind were evasuated dewn the line to the hospital, At that
tine there were 376 mem in eur party.

Frem Kimsiek I went with 230 men te clear another piece of jumgle
at Kinsisk No, 1 Jumgle Camp, 10 kilometres dewa the river, e left em 20
July 1943. The feed was at all times very searse and the mem were still
going dewnhill frem malmutritiea. Ascommedation was abselutely eppalling;
we had 20 and 22 mem in a teat, whieh leaked very mmek, MeR were werking

- frem seven o'eleek in the moraing until 9 o'elesk at night, when they

‘ohl

- returned te eampy, endeavouring te eat their foed im the dark amd geimg to

these tents which wers absolutely impossidble te sleep in ewing te the

' weather. we kad a great deal of sieknesa and dezens of siek men were

hmtﬁoﬂmumknthuuwlm each day. They were bsaten
if they eeuld net werk, The man in eharge of that Samp was a Japamese
Remsd Heri Gumso, whe is now dead. The Commander of the samp was still
Tanska, whe was really responsible fer eur treatmeat. e had our first
era eases there in July 1943. rxight Australians died frem dyseatery,
malaria and ehelera, ywe had beea Joined at this eamp by a party of 500
lishmen. Up till their arrival we had had ne dyseatery in the eamp
unfertunately they brought it with them, and it became rife amengst us.
hey had been up to date. we had

the eamp but the eagimeers were baghing the
The Paglish suffered about 4O deaths in the camp and they
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evasuated 350 siek men out of their 500, Qver the whele peried, about 50

or 60 of our men were evasuated., we had great diffieulty in getting msm
evasuated; we would argue with the Japanese fer hours about it, At that
stage, the men were wearing any eld rags they ecould gt; they had mne preper |
clothes and ne footwear whatesver, pResause of this, they ecatracsted scems sort :
of fealerot and I have astually seen men erawling back inte samp at night,

Yet the Japanese would net allew them te astep werk.

omn 20 July 1943 we went bask te Ximsiek for three days to fimish ;
the railway line, This was what the beys ealled "Three Days of Hellr, '
They used te be made te werk from daylight to dark te get the railway lime
sonpleted., The hours of werk were very leng and siek men were fereed te
work; they were sven drivea out of hespital te werk em the railway line,
At this saxpy we had seven deaths frem dyseatery aad chelera; mea eollapsed
on the jeb with shelera, Tanaka was still direetly in esharge of us., The
guards themselves were all Xereans, the worst of the lot being nieknamed
vThe \pd pPeataan® - \artiama., Anether guard whe was in esharge of the work
parties was Tekiyama, alse \primste, He teek part in a leot of the bashiags
and would gemerally piek en siek men; he would ge through the hospitals
and ckase out siek mam te work. He weuld bash the beys with his fists and
with pieees of stiek, frem whieh they had blask oyes and bleeding noses and
 skin kneeked off their faces. )pdical supplies were very, very limited.
. There ware dezeas and dozens of sholera suses, The ecamp had grewa and now
- eseatained appreximeately 1500 er 2000 men; when we cams baek it was im an
- abpelutely appalifag condition; there was mud upy to the knmeesn.

e left Kimsiok em 24 July 1943 by barge fer Xluang Xlai, 80

- kilometres further up river, we remained there umtil 8 peeember 1943.
~ There were 1000 men in the samp, imeluding 120 justralians. TIa the early
- atages, the men were suffering very badly frem malautritiea but later the
food fnpreved; we were givea a sensiderable number of eows and we had sems
- meat sach day, Iatterly, im this eamp it was the best food we had in Thai-

land, It was the height of the wot seasen vhea we arrived thers aad during
' the first few weeks we were saturated the whele time, but later we built
ouraslves a reascanable eamp; we had tents with bamboe fleorinmg all the
way betweoen the tents se that we eould geo all ever the scamp witheut putting
a feot en the ground. we were still engaged en railway werk but the hours
ef work were net se long and the mea did met werk as hard as they had done
befere. we still hed a let of malaria and the usual beri beri amd mal-
autritiem. The Englishmen were suffering very serieusly frem trepieal uleers
and men were lesing their legs. Siek men were being ferced out te werk -
asn with very large ulears. Ve would get eme day's rest with malaria if we
nare lueky, and unleas men had beri beri very badly they were semt sut te
werk, Six mea were killed in a landslide, e were made to werk in a very
dangercus pesitien. I eeuld net get dewa te the plase myself but the
Australian sergeant-major whe was in charge of the werkimg party repeatedly
pointed out the danger of the job but the Japamese weuld net heed his waraing,
. with the result that 17 of our mea were astually eaught in the landslide
, and six killed. The Jupanese engineers were entirely te blame for this as
'\ the sergeant-major peinted eut hew the job eould be dome witheut the
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T RONALD CEORGE WILLIAMS. ~£ 50 /3

™X 2146 Lieu:. Anuald George ‘7illiams, 2/40 Aust. Infantry Batcalion,
being duly sworn. gives the fcllowing evidence;

My full name is Rongld George Williams. My hom= address is Derby,
Tasmania,

I was first taken prisoner in Timor on 23 February 1942,

We....went to Singapore.

From Changi we entrained on 21 January 1943 and arrived at Bengpong,
Thailend, on 25 January 1943. The train trip was very bad, Ve were put into
either cattle trucks or rice trucks in small steel compartments, into which
over 30 men were crowded. Tue heat was terrific during the day and it was
freezing ccld at midnight. There was not sufficient rocm for the men to lie
dovn, The food was supplied on the railway station and was not particularly
bad, ¥e hed a lot of malaria on the trip but nobedy died.

From Bangpong we went by truck to Taso, up the river. ile stayed
there overnight and on the following morning left for e place later called
Hintok, where we arrived on 27 Jenuary 1943. e arrived at asbout five o'clock
in the evening; up a narrow road the Jepanese pointed to the jungle itself
and said, "There is your camp." ¥e then had to go to work to hew a camp site
out of the jungle; we had toc get off the road because of the traffic. The
following day ve received scme tents. Food was very, very poor at this stage,
fe had more or less plain rice for the two months we were there. ‘e were
joined by & large Dutch party who had a lot of cases of dysentery; they had
about Tour or five deaths before we left but we did not have any although
scme of our pariy contracted the disease. ¥e vere still having trouble with
malaria and general malnutrition and beri beri, Up to this time we had found
out how to treat tropical wlcers end we had them under control. At this camp
we vere first employed in cleaning a large area in which to build a camp, and
then we did repair work on the jungle roads. The hours of work vwere from
eight o'clock in the morning until six o'clock et night, 7e had some sick
men vho vere taken out to vwork every day. Some men had to go out to work
barefooted because they had no boots. Our clothes vere practically worn out.
After we had built the camp the Australians vere in tents but the Dutch were
lef't out in the open with no agcommpdation whatsoever.

Jur next camp vas at Kinsiok, vwhere e came under the command of
Teneka. 1’e marched 17 kilometres and arrived there on 18 March 1943, and Aeft
wvith a party of 230 on 1 April 1943. The food was a little better, as we
received a small quantity of dried fish, but it was still absolutely
inadequate and the men continued to go éewnhill in health mainly through
malnutrition; they were becoming weaker and weaker every day. The accommo-
dation with which we were provided had formerly been a Dutch dysentery
hospital, and there were faeces all cver the floor., There were some minor
beatings in the camp. e went out to work on the rajlvay line and it was
here that we first came into contact 1:ith the Japanese engineers, whom e
nicknamed the rElack Croimn®, I went out on to the railvay lines and tried to
talk to the Japanese officer i:ith a view to shortening the hours of work and
alloving sick men to rest as well as to provide them with at least half-an- X
hour for lunch as they vere getting only 10 or 20 minutes, but for that I




|

e
”

2

»>

received a decent sor: of basain: *rown ihe Jnpanaose officer, Sick men iere
forced to work on the railway line. The rveply I receivad from the Jepanese
was, "when the Jepenese soldisrs ams 2163 LY mst vwork, sc your men will

-

vork and also you wil' wssog.« I rafugeo T0 70K and told him tnet I wus tnere
to loock after the "wem =ndi 1nc To work, ani for that 1 vas heaton with &
walking cene. Tae Jepanssc were cgvanding on the railivay exnaricsent Yhrcughous
the day throwing precaes of oock and dirt et The men iv they so much as
straightened their hacks: thsy nera also hit over the head #ith bauboo sticks,
Wwe did not have any deaths, Madicol supplies srer3 vsry, vory limited And
clothing likewis:c was short, 98 we had haa no 2xtra clothing given to us. OQur
doctors and medicasl sorgeant had the trepical ulcers under control but we had
some very bad beri beri cases and perhaps ien of our men who were going blind
were evacuated dovn the line to the hospitel, At that time there vere 376 men

in our party. .

From Kineiok T went -7ith 230 man ©5 cleer arotasr piece of jurgle at
Kinsiock No. 1 Jungic Camy, 10 “ilonsires down the river. w3 lef4 on 20 July
1943. The food vaa ai 21\ tinie Tery scarce and the man ware 3till going dowm-
hill from malnuiritinou. scecommodetlion yas abeoiubealy spualling; we had 20
and 22 men in a tent, lich lgaked 7ary mick, & wSre working from seven
o'clock in the morning watil 9 O'clock at cichs, when tasy returned to camp,
endeavouring to eat ibeir food in the davk and goirg to these tents which vers
absolutely impossibile to slesp in owing to the Learher., He had a great deal of
sickness and dozens of sick men yere being foreszd cut to work on the railuay
line each day. '™ey vena aceten if they conld not rwork, The man ir crarge of
that camp was & Japiucce nomed fanso. who is now deac. The Carmandzr of the
carip vas still Teneka, aho vas realiy raspomeible for our treatment. ile had
our first cholera cases there on 1l July 1943, Xight Australians died from
dysentery, maelaria and cholera Te had"been joined at this camp oy a party of
500 Englishmen. Up Till Thsir er—ival e had had no dysentery in the camp but
unfortunately ine brought i% vita them, and i% bscame Ialo grongst us.
Medical supplica ere Yaz zhorvest hey had been up to data. VYe had practically
no beatings inside th: camp but the enginesrs vers bashing whe necu all day. The
mnglish suffared wpoed 40 deabzes In the camp an¢. thoy evacuated 350 sick men out
of their 500. Gvar %is 7nols period, about 50 or €0 of our men werc cevacuatad,
ve had greet diffienlty in gereing men evacuated; we would argue with tac
Japanese for houxs &boui 2h. bl tlat stage, +he men werc wearing say old rags
they nould get; +hey Lué no preper clothes anda no foctvear waatever, Raecause
of thos. *hey coutrasted some =or% of fpoiwroi and [ bave actually seen rmen
cravling bacl: into cermp b 1igat. Yebt the Japancse would not cllarr thenm to
stop work.

0r 20 ~uly 1943 re went back to Kinsiox for rthree days to finish
the railway linc. This ¥ +hat the boys called fThree Days of Hell'. They
used to be made mork from dayiight te dark vo get the railway ling compl:ted.
The hours of wo-k vera very loag and sick men vwere Tforced o work; thay vere
even driven out of hospitel tn work on tvhe roilway liinc. AT +his camp we had
seven deeths from dys:iniery sad cholera: men collapsca con ths  jcb itk
cholera. Tanake was atill dirsetly in cnargs of us. The guaxrds themsalves
verc all Koreans., whe worsc of the lot being nicknemed +Tho Md Boatman® -
Mortliama, another guerd who was in ‘“harge of the work pariies was Takiyama,
also lVorimoto. He took part in a lot of the pashings and would generally pick
on sick men; n2 would go through the hospitals ard chase nut sick men to work.
He would bash the toys with his fists and with piesas of stock, from vhich they
had black eyes and bleeding noses and skin knocked off their faces., Medical
supplies were very. very limited. Thcore were dozens and dczens of cholera
cages. The camp had grovn and now contained approximately 1500 or 2000 men;
vhen we came back it was in an absolutely appalling condition; there was mud
in 0 the knees :




Fe

we left Kinsiok on 2L July 1943 by barge for Kluang Klai, 80 kilo-
metres further up river., V¢ remaincd there until 8 December 1943. There vwere
1000 men in the camp, including 120 Austrulians. In the early stages, the man
were suffeoring very badly from malnutrition but later thec food improved; Wwe
were given a conaiderable number of cows &nd we had some mcat each day.
latterly, in this carp it was the best food we had in Theilard. It was the
height of the wet season when we arrived there and Auring the first few weeks
ve were saturated the whole time, but later we built ourselves a reasonable
camp; we had tents vith bamboe flooring all the way between the tents so that
we could go all over the camp without putting a foot on the ground. We were
still eangaged on railway vork but the hours of —~ork vere not so long and the
men did not work as hard as they had done before. We still had a lot of
malaria and the usual beri beri &nd malnutrition, The Englishmen ver e
suffering very seriously from tropical ulcers and men vere losing their lega.
sick men were being forced out to work - men with very large ulcers, Ve would
get one dey's rest with malaria if we vwerc lucky, and unless men had beri beri
very badly they vere sent out to 1ork. Six men verc killed in a landslide.
we were made to vork in & very dangerous position. I could not get dovn to
the placc myself bui the sustralian sergcant-major who was in charge of the
vorking party repcatedly pointed out the danger of the job but the Japanese
would not heed his warning, with the result that 17 of our men were actually
caught in the landslide and six killed. The Japanese engineers were entirely
to blame for this as the sergeant-major pointed out how the job could be done
without the attendant danger, but no notice was taken of him, Tanaka vas still
in charge of the camp. Onc man died from malaria and one from pnewxonia,
Mpdical supplies were still insufficicnt. Ve did not receive any vitamins of
any sort and the men still suffered from malnutrition. Ve had an issue of
rubbor boots there und a small quantity of Dutch clothes. Up to this time a
lot of mecn had been evacuated to thc base hospitals on account of tropical
ulcers, cholera, dysentery and pneumonia., %hen ve went back dovn the river we
had 98 men left.

The railway line was joined in Thailand on 17 Cctober 1943.
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The International
. 1Mlitary mribunal
for the rFar Erust.

TIC_UNITED ST..TES OF /MRIC. JID CRS

v

ARIYT, SiD.L0, 4ND ORS.

‘ I, Ronuld george villians of perby in the State of Tasnania, fornerly
Tx2146 Lieutenant Ronald George Tilliams of 2/40 Aust. Infantry Battalion,
make oath and say;-

T was first taken prisoner in Timor on 23 February 1942. 1In
September 1942 T was taken with a number of justralians to Java. Ue
left Java for singapore on lst January 19L3 and went to Changi vwhere
we remined until 2lct January, 1943,

el

From Chani:i we entrained on 21 Junuary 1943 and arrived et
pangpons;, Thailand, on 25 January 1943. The traein trip was very bad.
e were put into either cattle trucks or rice trucks in smll stecl
compartuents, into which over 30 men were crowded. The heat was terrific
during the day and it was frcezing cold at nidnizht, There was not
sufficicnt roon for the men to lie dovm. The food was supplied on the
railwvay station and was not particularly bad. T/e had a lot of malaria
on the trip but robody dicd.

e —

From Bangpong we went by truck to Taso, up the river. VG
stayed there overnight and on the follovin: rorning left for a placc
later called Hintok, where we arrived on 27 January 1943, ‘e crrived
at about five o'clock in the evening. Up @ narrow roud tho Japunese
pointed to the juny;le itself ond suid, *There is your carp,." 7€ then
had to o to wiork to hew u cump site out of the jungle; we had to pet
off thc road becunuge of the traffiec, The following dcy we rectived soue
tents., Food was very, very poor at this stoie. 7 had Liore or less
plain rice for the two months we were theore., -’e were joined by a larse
putcl party who had & lot of cases of dysentery; they had about four or
five deaths bcfore we left but we did net Lave any although sae of our
party contracted the disease. e were still having trouble with nalaris
and (:eneral malnutrition and beri beri, Up to this time we had found
out how to treatt;olnicul ulcers and we had them under control., it this

S carp we were first employed in clecning a lorgc area in which to build
a canp, and then we did repair wvork on the jungle roads, Thie hours of
work were from eight o'clock in the morning until six o'clock at night,
l—e had sore siclk men who were taken out to work every day, Sore ren had
to go out to work barefootcd because they had no boots. OQur clothes were
practically worn out. .fter we had built the camp the jLusitraliuns were
in tents but the putch were left out in the open with no accommodation
whatsoever,
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our next coryp was at Kinsiock, where wo carie under the cormend
of Tenaka. ™e narched 17 kilometrces and crrived therc on 18 mrcl 1943,
and left with a party of 230 cn 1 ipril 1943, The foed was g little
better, as wc rcceived a small gquaniity of dried fish; but it wvas still
absolutely inedequute and tne iwn continued to ;o downhill in health
mainly througsh malnutrftion; they were beconming, weoker wund weoker every
day. Tie ccecrrcdation with vhich we wore provided hed forrerly been a
putch dysentery hospitel, and there vwerc faeccs all over the floor. There
werc sone minor beatings in the cuupe 76 went cut to work on the roilway
line and it wos here that we first came into contact with the Jupunese
engineers, wlon we rickrnumed the vplack Crows®, I wont out on to the rail-
way lines and tried to talk to the Japanese officer with a view to
shortoning the hours of work and ellowing sick nen to rest as vwell as to
provide them with at least half-an-liour for lunch us they were petting
only 10 or 20 ninutes, but for that I received & decent sori of bashing
frou the Japunese officcr, gick men were forccd to work on the railway
line. 7Tle reply I rcceived fron: the Japinese was, "hen tlhie Juponcse
soldiers ere sick they rmst work, so your ren will work cnd also you will
worke. T refused to work and told hix thet T wus tlhere to lock cfter the
men and not to work, end for tlut I was beuten with a walking cure, fThe
Japtnese werc standing on the railvuy ecbanknent throuhout the duy
throwin: pieces of rock und dirt at the ren if they oo wtumel as stroightencé
their backs; they were also hit over the heud witl bambco sticks. e
did not licve any deaths, jEdical supplies were very, very liirdtca und
clothing likewise wus short, &5 we hud hud no extra clothin. civern to us,
our doctors &nd medical sergeant hed the trepicul ulecere under control
but we Lud sone very bad beri beri cases and perhaps ten of our Len who
were going blind were cvacucted dova the line to the hospitul, Lt that
tine there verc 376 wen in our party,

Froi. Kinsiock T went with 230 men to cleur unother piece of jurgle
at Kinsiok No, 1 Juuzle Curp, 10 kilormetres dovn the river, e left on 20
July 1943, mhe food was at all tirces very scarce and the ren were still
going dovnhill fram neluutrition., ..ccomuodation wus wbsolutely cpoalling:
we liud 20 and 22 ren in € tent, whick leoked very rnich. ®n werc voriking
fron seven o!clock in the nernins until 9 uleloels at ni_lit, when tuey
returned to cump, endecvouring to ezt their food in the dark wnd zoin, to
thesc tents whica were abseclutely i:peassible te sleep in owing to the
weather, 7e had & great dcal of sisckness ond dozens of sicl ien vicre
beings forced cut to vork ou the roilvay lire cuck dey., Tlcy were beaten
if they could not work. The mmn in charge of thet carp wus o Jupaiesc
named Hori Gunso, -who is now dcad, The Corirandcr of the carp wue otill
Tencka, who was really resroncible for our treatrent., ¢ had our first
cholera cases there in July 1943, Zizht Lustralicus died fron aysentery,
mloria and cholera. e hud been joincd ut this carp by « party of 500
Englishnen, Up +ill their arrival we had had no dyscntery in the cailp
but unfortunately tlhoy brouw;lit it with ther:, and it beecare rifc amens;st us,
Medical supplies were the shortcot thoy hed been up to date. 're had
practically no beatin;s ingide the cump but the enincers weore bashing the
men all day, The mnjlish suffercd about 4O decths in the camp cnd they
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evacuated 350 sick Len out of $heiy 500, over the whole poeriod, cbout 50
or 60 of our men were evasuated, ' hud preat Gifficviby in goettin, mon
evacuated; we would argue with tho Jepancse for hours about it, LAt that
stage, the nen werc wearin;, any old rcs;a thoy couldgt; they hed no progper
clothes .and no fcovwsur whascver., HResuuse of =his, they cuntractcd scie sort
of foot-rot and I have aciually scen wnen cravlin;, back into caryp ot nicht,
Yet the Japancese would not allow then to stop work,

n 20 July 1943 we woent back to Kinsiok for three days to finish
the railway line, This wos vhat the btoys called "rhree Days of Hellw,
They used to be made to werk from dayligit to dark to get the railway line
completed. The Lours of work were very long; and sick nen were forced to
work; they were even driven out of hospital to work cn the railway lino,
.t this carp we had scven deaths frei: dysentery and cholera; ren collapsed
on the job with cholera, Tunaka was still directly in charze of us, The
cuards themsclves tere all Forecns, the vorct of the lob bein, nicknaned
rhe Ipd peatianv - jrrviunn, Jnother _uerd who wés in churpe of the vork
parties was Takiyaixi, also !priiocto.s He took pert in a lot of thc bashingzs
and would generclly pick on sisk uven; ine would o throuh the hospiteols
and chase out sick ran to work. He wwould bost the boys witlh his fists and
with picces of stick, from wiicl 3Sley Lal black eyes and bleedin, noses and
gkin knocked off their faces, ledical supnlics were very, very limited.
There were dozens und Gozens of cholera castcs, The coagy hud rovr ard 10OW
contained approxiti-tely 1500 or 2200 men; whaen we cume btick it wes in cn
cbsolutely zppelling condition; there wes rud up to the knees,

e 1eft Finsiock on 24 July 143 by barge for uen,. 1ai, 60
kilonetres further up river. 7Te rcomained there until 8 Deceniver 1943,
There vware 1000 en in the canp, includins 120 justraliws, Ir the carly
stages, the men were sufferins very badly fraa malnutrition but later the
food irproved; we were piven & considcrable nunbcer of cows ang ve had sone
neoct each doy, Jotterly, in this caipp it was the best feod we had in phai-
land, It srus the height of the et season when e arrived there and during
the first fev weeks iie were saturnted the wthole tive, but later we built
ourselves a reasonable carp; we had teuts with bacboo flooring «ll the
way between tae tents so that ve could (o0 ull eover the cagy withoub putting
a foot on the “round. <& verc still emyesed on reilvay work but the hours
of work werc not so lom, and the nen did not werk as hurd us they hud done
before. 7€ still bhad a lot of madaric and the usual beri beri and nal-

nutrition. The Inclishren verc sufferin: very scriously froa: tropicul ulcers

end zen were losing tleir legs. Sick men vere buin, forced out to work -
ren with very large ulcers, e would et one day's rest with nelaria if we
were lucky, and unleszs en hwud bsri beri very badly they were sent out to
work, Six pen were killed in ¢ landslicde, /¢ were made to work in a very
dangercus positions I could not et down to the plece ryself but the
Austrelian sergearti-rzjor who was in churge of tle wvorlkidng party rcpectedly

pointed out the danger of the job but the Japcnese would not heed his warning,

with the result that 17 of our mcn werc actually cuught in the landslice
and s8ix kilied, The Japunece eninecrs were entvirely o blare for this as
the sergeant-rmjor pointed out how the job could be dore without the
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- attendant danger, but no notice was taken of him, mTenoka was still in
charge of the camp, ¢nc riun dicd from malaric and one from pneunonia,
Medical supplies woro stili inpufficient, e did not reccivo any
vitanins of any sort and the ren still suffered froi malnutrition. Ve
had an issuc of rubber boots there and u sumll quantity of putcih clothes.
Up to this timc a lot of mon had becn evacuabted to the base hospitals on
account of tropicul ulcers, cliolera, dysentery and pneureonia, Then ve
went back dovm the river we had 98 mcn lcft.

/
:

The railway linc wae joined in Thaeiland on 17 October 1943. j
s O 0
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Sworn before re at jaunceston )
in the gtate of Tasmania this ) (sicned) RON G, WIILILMS,
2ith dey of geptember 1945 )

(signed) A,J, MAIAGILN, J.Dl.
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