HEADQUARTERS RESTRICTED
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
INTERROGATION NO: 314 PLACE: - -:Fukuoks, "Kyushu

DATE: 31 October 1945
Division of Origin: Military Analysis Division
SURBJECT: JAaF 12th Flying Division

Personnel interragated and Background:

Maj. Gen. HABU Hideharu ~— NOT a pilot; in i
Flying Regt at beginning of war; teok unit south|t
early 1942, returning to Manchuria; joined Gener
42, as staff officer; June 44 attached to Hokcda
of 15th Indep Flying Brigade, anshan, Man., Aug 4.4 ,
Flying Hiv, Czuki, Yamaguchi Ken, May 45 nntil end ofN

Maj HavalO Munefusa -- CO of 83rd Indep Flying Sqdn, China, 1941-42;
pilot, graduate of Military acadamy, Tckyo 194¢ and of Navigation Traaning
Schcol (Hakujyoshi Hike Gakko), 200 kms of Tsitsihar, Man,; Staff officer,
19th Flying Brig, lay 44, transferring to 12th Flying ¥iv when 19th Brig
became 12th Div on July 44 and became operations ~fficer. Age! 40.

Where Interrogated: Fukucka Base Command, Fukuoka, Kyushu.
Interrogator: Capt. Chalmers M. Roberts, AC
Interpreter: Capt. Dow Parkes, MI

allied Dfficers rresent: Sqdn Ldr Edward . Blrxham, (RAF) MI
let Lt Drnald Heiklejohn, MI

SUMMARY

Defense cof Anshan against 3-29's including rammings; fighter defense
in N Kyushu, divisiocn cf air defense responsibility in W Japan; fuel
shortages, intelligence nets, plans for defense against allied landing;
use cf suicide aircraft and planned use in defense against Allied invasicn.

Annexes Attached:

1. "List of the air crews of the 12th Flying Div," prepared on 28 Sert 1940.

5., "Ligt of Unit preparations of the lath Flying Div." prepared 'n 28
September 19:0O.

3. Mamalytic list of preparation of personnel for the anti-aircraft unit

of the 12th Flying Div! prepared on 28 September 1940.

IUTEBROGATIOWN

Q. What was tae nature of the work being dcne by the 1bth Fiying Brig at
the time you were in lManchuria?
A. The nmiscion of the 15th FB was tc defend ALSHAN against B-29 attacks.

Qe 4And what flying regiments or other units did you have with which %0
do this?

A. Originally the 15th B had under its command the 70th Flying Regt. and
the 25th Indpt Flying Sqdn. However, in Wovember of last year, the
mOth went to Tokyo, and after that a new ¥R was orzanized to teke iis
nlace - the 104th., That left the 104th FR and tne 25tk FCS (Indpt
Flying Sqgdn) under my command, The 70th had ki-44 (Tojo)e The 25th FCS
had Ki-25(Wick) and the 104th FR hed Ki-8& (Frank). In may of this year,
an additiconal FPCS was put into the orgsnizaticn - the 84th, which had
Xi-46 (Dinah).
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INTERROGATION MO« _ 814,  Cont'd.
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R.

Did you at any time in the defense against B-29s, order any pilots to
attempt to ram the B-29s in the air?

The ramming of B-29s by pilots was not & direct order from Headquarters
but was voluntarily verformed by pilots because their machine guns had
no effect and they attempted this method instead.

How many rammings took place?
Only four that I know of. There were many attempts to ram, but because
the speed of cur planes was not sufficient they did nct succeed. When

our planes were in front of the B-29s, the attempts generally met
with success.

In each case where a Japanese plane actually hit a B-29, was the B-<9
brcught downt?

I kaow of one case in vwhich a Japanese plane remmed a B-29 but failed
to destroy it, and no doubt there were cthers, but I dn not know for

certain how many cr any detailss

Did the ramming «f B-29s ever become official Jepanese policy as did

the suicide attacks in the Okinawa end Philippines Campaigns?

In the case of suicide planes which flew intc ships, there were definite
orders stating that such missions should be carried out; however, in

the ease of ramming planes, there were no crders atv any time that 1

kn~w of, either in Manchurie or Japan. All ceses were individual
actions on the nart of the pilets.

Many times the Japanese Radin broadeest references to iaterception of
B-29s in Menchuris by what was referred tc as the Menchurian Alr Force,
and indicated there were Manchurisns as well as Japanese whr were
flying eireraft. Were there any such?

The Manchurien Air Force was composed elmest entirely of Jepenese who
had gcne to Japsnese schocls. There were some Manchuriens included;
however, it was nct possible tc use them efficiently and théir pert

in operati~ns was negligibdle.

Why wasn't it possible tc use them efficiently?

Because they weren't adequately trzired - they had not dbeen 0 schools
in Japan. In addition to the inadequate training, there were racieal
problems in that it was necessary to make most of the officers of the
Manchurian Air Force Jepanese and the NCO's and soldiers were usually
Manchurians. (Gen, HaBU implied that tc have =2 Menchurian cfficer in
charge of Japanese crews wruld be undesirable.)

The Manchurian air Force you speak cf - was it an actual crganization,
or wes that a way of referring to the Manchurians in the 2nd Air army?
1 am not clear on that subject. There was some relationship between
then, but 1 am not sure what it was.

Did you have adequate aircraft to defend against B-29 attacks:

For the most part, the Manchurian Ailr Force was using antiquated
planes. The Japanese handed cver to them a few Ki-45s, but I belleve
there weren't more than 10 Ki-45s used by the Manchurian Air Force.
About twelve pilots from the Menchurian Alr Force were trained 1in
flying the Ki-45s in the Japanese 25th Indpt Flying Sqdrn.

What warning was received in Manchuria <f approaching B-29 attacks?

The warning system that was used when B-29g laoft besges south ¢f the
Yollow River was as follows: In Jaodanese neeupied areas in Chin2
forward of the B-29 airfields, therec were lcokouts stationed. These
lockouts, when the plenes left the field, would telephcne that fact.
Howevar, they could nct tell the dircetion of flight from their pcints,
The telephcone messages were received at Teinan, There were also such
lookouts in Japenese cccupied areas in the Talyuan arca, Such lockouts
upon secing planes would telephone to two points - Tsinan and reiping.

Hcwe¥er, from Tsinan and Peiping, the intelligence was sent by wireless
to Manchuria.

Did the Japanese have any lookout personnel with wireless gets in the
jmmediate area of B-29 fields in the Chungking and Chengtu areas?
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INTERROGATION §O. 314 Cont'd.

A, The planes cculd not be seen by any lockout personnel until they reached
112°%E. At that point we would have lookout perscnnel stationed.

Q. What other scurce ~f intelligence did you have of B-29 activity?

A. ile received intelligence from Japanese units stationed in Burma, about
B-29 orerations in going back and forth between India and China. When
they saw large numbers of planes from India going into China, thay
cstimetod that in two or three days there would be attacks in certein
areas of Japan ¢r Manchurie. There units in Brume would see the planes.

Q. Hew &id the wunliw 21 Burre obtain thet informationd
A. The inforrmation seunt from Burma was derived from viewing the planes -
the northe:mmust units would see the plancs in flight.

Q. Did you recelve any intelligence from the Japanese Nevy on this B-<9
activityl
Ao N0 o

Q. Was there no infermation from the Kevy via Tokyot

A. 1 received notaing dirsctly fprom the Navy. 411 my information 1n Manchuria
came from General Defense Hg in Tokyo and I do not know on what that
was based excent for that previously described. I received tne intelligence
through the Japanese Arnmy in Manchuria (the Kwantung Army) rather than
directly from lnsokouts by radic.

Q. What damage was dcne in Manchuria by the B-29 attacks?

A. In July of 1944, B-29 attacks damaged the Anshan Steel Works and des—
troyed 30% of the works. Ab Mukden, there was ah aircrafi factory which
was the target of the B-29's, but the damage was very slight - it was
under 10%. -

Q. What aircraft were they meking at Mukden?
A. The raid came wnen they had made the fuscleges for the firsty four Ki-B84s

(Frank). Two of those were destr-yed. After that the factory was disper-
sed. Because of the difficulty of transnortation between the parts of

the factory, no more Ki-B4s were produced. The Ki-27, an old type ot
planc, was at one time manufactured both in Japan and in Manchuria.
However, with the beginning of the war, the ocutput was stonoed and Ki-4ds
were made instead, but only in Japan.

Q. Were Ki-79s also made in Menchuriaf
A. I do not know about that. (Note: It is known from other scurces that
the trainer Ki-79 is a version of the obsolete fighter Ki-28%.)

G+ 4s a result cf tness roide in Manchuria, were aiy additicnal fighters

brought for defense from Jajan?

A, In August 1944, the 104th FR was newly established in Manchuria and 1t
had thirty-five planes. However, this was not a direct result of the
B-29 raids since at that time there were almost no B-29 operations 1in

Manchuria.

Q. Was there any shortage of gasoline in Manchuria while you were there?l

A. The shortage of fuel 1in Menchuria was very severe. Originally there was
o sufficient amount, but much of 1t was sent to Japan to be used there,
and there was therefore a shortage. All we had in anchuria, was our or-
izinal stock. Since gasoline was not manufactured in Menchuria, the pro-
blem continued to exist from the beginning and through my period of ser-
vice there. There was never an acute enouzh shortage to affect combat
cperations, but training vas severaly restricted. ~

Q. What traininz of gir crews was going on in Manchuria during ycur period

there? '
A. The pilcts joined the FRs with very little combat training and received

corbat training in the Er. So far as 1 an aware, taerc was 10 prelinminary
fligant training in Manchurie.

Q. When you took over as Commending Gensral of the 1l2th Flying Div, what
was your general assignmeat for that organizetion?
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A, At the time I became Commander of the 12th FD, I received no special
orders. However, nmy mission was t0 defend Nortaern Kyushu, inecluding
such places as Kokura and the Kammon Tunnel, against air attacks. My
assigament was general air defense of Northern Kyushu.

Q. At this time, was the l2th FD directly responsible to General Defense

Headguarters?
A. At the time I came to Ozuki, in May 1945, the chain of command was as

follows: Imperial General Headquarters, 2nd General Army, Western Dis-
trict Army (cr actually, the 1loth Area Arny; both being the same organ-
ization). My unit was directly under the Western District Army.

! Q. What was your relation at this time to the Sixta Air Army?
A. At the time I arrived in Ozuki, the 12th FD was a part of the Sixth

Air Army. However, for defense operations it was directly under the
Western District army, but on 10 June 1945, the command set-up was
changed and the 12th FD, instead of being directly under the Western Dis-
trict army, was put under the direct jurisdicticn of the 6th Alr Army.

0. And not directly under Air General Army (Xoku Sogun)?
A. I was under the Air General Army, but not directly - the Sixth Air Army

intervened until the end of the war.

Q. What area was the 12th FD specifically responsible for defending when

you first came to Ozuki?

A. At the time I firat came to Ozuki, the boundaries of my area of respon-
sibility were not clearly fixed. However, 1 was resprnsible for defen-
ding Kokura and the stecl plants concentrated in the Kokura-Yawate area,

plus the Shimonoseki Strait and ships in the adjoining waters and har-
bors. |

Q. When was your area of command more specifically defined?
A.  On July 10th.

Q. A4nd this divisicn was the cne that obtained 2t the end of the war, and
the one on which you would have operated in defense against an Allied
landing?

A. Yes, this area that was defined at thet time eontinued until the end
of the war, and in case of a landing, would have remained in force.

Q. What was the exact boundary of the area?
A, The boundary runs as follows: From Cape Ashizuri in Scuthern Shikoku,

Korth to Imaharu: thence to Fukuyama, Honshu; then North to Daisen,
which is a few miles east of Yonago, cn the north ccast of Honshu. Thence
north to include Oki Island. South-westward to include Tsushima and thenecse
westward alcng the 34th parallel to include Saishu. West of Saishu, tae
line was not clearly drawn between the 12th FD and the foreces in China.
The 12th FD was respcnsible for all of XYUSEU. However Just ghortly
befor: the war ended, the 30th Flying Greup (Ssnto Dikoghudan) was to
move into KUialTO and its Headquarters was established there, Dud the main
force had not arrived at the time the war ended. EHad 1t aryived, &
- boundayy weuld have been established between the 12th FD and the 30th FC.
- but since it didn't, no boundary wee aver drawn. In case of 2 landing,
5 J
the 30th PO® would have been responsible for the defense of Soutiern
YYUSEU and the 12th FD wcould have been respr.nsible for Northern KYUSHU
end the sther areas slresdy described. When B-29 attacks were nade, we
had ab.ut 30 minutes! warning in Southern SHEIKOKU. Our units at BOFU,
2UKI, end ASEIYA cculd nnt efficirntly intercept the B-29 attacks cn
Scuthern KYUSEU, beeause with such shert warning, the B-29s could hit

' thcir tarcets hefore cur planes covld reach the area. It was ‘extremely

difficult, theref-re, for us to defend Scuthern KYUSHU against air att-ck.

Further, when B-29s apoearced south of SHIKOKU, it was not ocgsible to de~
. tormine their targ-t; sometimes it was South XKYUSEU; scmetimes it was
Central KYUSEU; sometimes OSaka, and sometimes the SHIMONOSZKI ST=Rxll
srea. 3Bcocause we could not tell their target, we could 1ot 20 theres 10
wait their arrival, but had to stay at our bases to defend them against
pcssible attack, and this further restricted our defensive onerations.
The radius of effective operations did not extend as far es LUAKOTO.  AY
first the Navy was resocnsible for the air Jofensc of Scuthern EYUSEU
but withdrew because of heavy attacks, and at the end of the werl there

3lsL =l RESTRICTED




W

INTERROGATION NO 314 Cont'd.

were no intercépter units in Southern ¥yushu, Navy Air EHeadquarters
moved from Kanoyae to Oita. Units meoved from Southern Kyushu bases 10
Usa, Tsuiki and Omurs. notes The GOC of 30FC stated in interview that
his role was "offensive." FPresumably, both cfficers mean the same thing
$.e. an offensive form of defense. .

Qe What was your working arrangement with the Navy for genrral defense,
particularly with regard to the preparations fnr defense of Janan against
Allied landings? |

A. e worked in cooperation with Navy Headquarters at Jita for defense
acainst air attack. The Navy was responsible for the Bungo Channel.

Je were responsible for the shimonoseki Strait area, and the Navy was
resp-nsible for the defense cf South Kyushu from Sasebo south, and also
for the Fastern coast of Scuth Kyushu. In the event ~f Allied landings
yn Kyushu, Army-Nsvy cooparation weuld have been carried out at the
level of the Sixth Air Army, rather than directly by my unit.

Q. Would the wiits under the 12th FD have been used as suicide planes in
the cvent of a landing?
Ao Yes; all would have been used in this manner.

Qs Did you have any actual suicide units (TOKZLOTAI) subcrdinated to you in
addition to your regular units?

A Yes, I had special attack uniits under my jurisdiction which were
organized by the Air General Army and sent to the 12th FD.

Qe 11 the case of units with aircraft assigned to 12th FD, how near was
actual strength to allotted strength?

Ao The nuaber of planes did nct come up 10 expectations. In one reginent,
therc were 50 fighter planes. Under my jurisdiction, there were the
following flying regiments with the numbers of plan=s wnich each had
2t the end of the war: 4th with 50, 7lst with &0, i7th with 30, 59th
with 40: the 7lst came from the Philippines and at the timc of its
arrival in Kyushu, 30 planes were allottoed 10 it. The unit brought
no planes from the Philippines.

Go 0Of the numbers which you have given £ry sach of these units, how maiy
were actually serviceable or ready tc take off1

A tth FR had 22 or 23 serviceadle plancs in the "Ko! category; 7lst had
between 2 and 8: 47th had between 15 and 20, and 59th had between 22 and
296 at the beginping of aAugust 1940. A the end of the war, the 4th
FR had 12, 71lst FR had 2, &7th FR had 10, and 59th IR had 22 plancs
in Xo eategary.

Q. In additicn, you had assigned to you two reconnaissance light bomber
unitg, the 65th and the 66th FRs, and one reconnaissance unit, the
a2rd FCS. What were the figures for thesc units?

A. The 83rd FCS was ncot under my jurisdictirn. 1t was dircetly under the
Sixth Air Army. The 65th and 66th FRs were under the 6th ¥B, which in
turn was under ny command. The 65th FR had 29 airecraft and the 6cth
nad 15 - I think that was the figure - poth at the beginninz of Au-
cust and the end nf the war. All of these planes ware in the "Ko'
category.

Qe In addition t> these regular units, you had numerous special attack
units (Tokkce Tai) under your command 2t this time. Can you list then
by aumber, and give the nurber ¢f aireraft cach had?

A M™ere wore 15 Tokko Tai with 6 planes sach directly under the 1< FD,
and an additicnal 13 such units, alsc with 6 planes, were wder the
6th FB whiech in turn was ander the 1l2th FD. The tct2l, thus, was =8
units directly under my cimmanc ab the end of the war.

Q- How many other cuicide units under your ecmmand were expanded priocr
tc the end of the warl were |

A. None of ay special units/used in attacks, and thereforc none wWes
lcst. The ones that were used were under the 6th Alr Army.

Q. What type of aireraft aid these 28 Tokke Tal have? 3
A Ki-45, Ki-<43, Ki-6l, £i-51, and Ki-d«. In additi-n, there were training
typcs. i

3ls =5~ BoSTRICTS

--—-—--.—._-—-—-——-—-

-




INTERROGATION WO. 314 Contd

Q. When reference was made to some special attack units as Shin Buitai, did

the term have any special significance?
Ao At the beginning, special attack units were called by various names,
nowever, that was stopped and all of them were called Shin Butal in

o npnumbered series.

Qe In getting your fighters into the air, were alerts received from the
alert room here at Fukucka in Western Army Hq, OF did ycu have an
alert room of your cwn which received the warnings directly fron the

: rader stations?

y A At Ozuki, there was & ccntrol board for alerts similar to the oné in

the'Western.District.&rmyiﬂq;'however, it was ruch smaller. This ccn—
trol board was inetalled in a shelter in 2 tuannel 1nto a mocuntain

and is still in gocd conditicn. All snformaticn on the 12t¢h FD alertd
board w=s received from the alert roon in Western Army Hg, with the
exceptirn of intelligence received from an Army radar staticn on

Capc aAshizuri (South Shikoku), which sent alerts by wireless both to
Weatern Army and to Dzuki (12th FD). However, atb Ozuki, a wireless cf
12th FD eould hear wireless messazes from all radar stetions and could

work directly from that snformation and did sc.

Qe Did 12th FI scramble fighters on 1its cwn initiative, OTr €I orders

from the Western Armyl
Ao I received only a ceneral order from the Sixth Air Arny te defend my

area. In actual cperaticns, I myself jetermined what planes were 1o
co and ordered them up. I had telephcne ecmmanicatirns with 2ll my
airficlds where the gcramble crders were given cver & lcudspeaker.

Q. What was your reacticn to the cessatiin ~f hestilities in mid-Auzus?t

of 19457 |

At the time the war cnded I felt a great deal of resentment, and 1%
was extremely difficult frr me to adjust myself 10 the situaticn.
Like others in nmy units, I censidered flying a 1ast suicide missicn
against oy Allied target. However, following tne Imperial crder, L
directed nmy officers 1c gether thelr men and to cclm them dcwi.
since thet time I have thought a great deal abcut the situaticn and
heve resolved to adjust myself to it. I have not yet been able IC o
this successfully, but in the future 1 expect to enter a quiet life
-f £rming and of ccntemplaticn, and in this kind af life i expect 1O
be able to achieve theo rcalizatirn that the ending ¢f the war was 2
good thing for my ciuntry in that s+ gaved many lives.

Ao
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