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HANDBOOK OF CHINESE POSTAGE STAMPS.
By M. D. Chow.

(continued from last number).

BISECTED STAMPS.

Bisected stamps are a kind of provisional issue., When a stock of
stamps of certain value is suddenly exhausted, and no stamps of other
denomination can be used in place of them, there is no alternative but to
bisect stamps of a higher denomination, or stamps of double the wvalue,
to meet the urgent requirements. For instance, a 2-cent stamp may be
cut into halves, and made two l-cent stamps, and a 4-cent stamp may
likewise be bisected and used as two 2-cent stamps. The way of cutting
is sometimes done horizontally or vertically, and sometimes diagonally,
but Chinese bisected stamps are all found cut in the latter way.

So far as I know, there are four issues of bisected stamps in China:
(1) was issued at Foochow in 1903; (2) at Chungking, in 1904; (3) at
Kueifu, in 1905; and (4) at Changsha in 1906 These we will discuss

seriatim as follows:—
FOOCHOW BISECTED STAMPS.

The Foochow bisected stamps, also known as “Typhodn Stamps”, were
. : 1wzned at Foochow in 1903, for three days on the 22nd, 23rd
POStage and 24tu Qetober, by bisecting diagonally the red 2-cent,
f jto be used as l-cent. When such stamps were used, a
1 Cent rectangular chop as the accompanying fig. besides the
ordinary circular post mark, was added on each half stamp
Pai d affixed, so as to supplement the formation of a complete
rectangle. This rectangular chop should rather be re-

garded as a surcharge than a postal cancellation. The details of this
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issue has been most correctly given in a letter from Mr. K. Y. Chao, and
we will not have it reproduced here, as it has already been published in
No. 3, Vol. IT of our Monthly, to which our readers are requested to refer.

Some ten years ago there appeared in Shanghai a publication entitled
“Stamp Chatter” which contained Mr. Charles Piens’ treatise cn Foochow
Typhoon stamps. The way he suggested to distinguish genuine cireular
postmarks from forged ones is quoted as follows:—

“Above the word “Foochow”, there is a cross bar which does not touch
the circle at either end, and in the figures “03”, the tail of figure “3”
runs downward and does not hook upward. Those stamps having
these two consistencies are genuine otherwise they are forgeries.”

The above way of distinguishing genuine chops from forged ones was .
not Mr. Piens’ individual idea, as most of the philatelists at the time believed
this to be the only guide. Wher I first started my philatelic work, I myself
also regarded this way as a reliable one. Now I have discovered that this
is entirely unreliable, and anybody having a wrong belief in it will be liable
to mistake genuine specimens for forged ones and vice versa.

It must be noted that there was but one rectangular chop in use at the
time, ard naturally there should not be the slightest difference in its size
and shape. The circular chop however was only an ordinary postal can-
cellation chop, and there were generally more than one chops in use in a
post office. It is out of the question that they could be all alike in every
respect. In those days only a limited number of these specimens came to
light, and collectors, after havirg seen a few with this mark, arrived at the
supposition that all other circular chops should bear the same mark. Now
let us refer to his article and we will find as stated by him that these stamps
were only issued for one day on the 22nd, but he did not know that they
had been issued until the 24th. From this we can very well see that he
came across but a few stz nps of this kind. I have seen more than one
hundred covers with these stamps that are genuire and more than twenty
with forged ones. Many of the genuine ones, bearing a circular chop with
the two ends of the cross bar touching the circle, have the tail of the figure
“3” hooking upwards; while among the faked ones there are some with the
cross bar separated from the circle and with the tail of the figure “8” run-
ning downward. If this old method is adhered io, genuire ones will be
mistaken for forgeries, and forged ones will get a fine market. As this
is a matter of grave importance, I cannot but take this opportunity to have
it rectified here.

In Mr. Piens’ article there is another method of distinguishing the
genuine rectargular chop from forgeries. It is quoted as follows:—

“The size of this rectangle is 256 mm x 21 mm. Both “P” of
“Postage” and “Paid” are of exactly the same size. The distance
of the “P” of Paid” from the left marginal-line of the rectangle is
4% mm, whether measured from the top or the base of the letter.
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The tops of the two “t* ¢” in the words “Postage” and “Cent” taper

to a very fine point. The “P” of “Postage” is 1 mm distance from

the left marginalline of the rectangle, therefore very close to it.”

I cannot say that this method is wrong, but being rather too common
and not definite, it can only be applied in distinguishing forgeries of the
poorest kind. When one comes to a hlgher class forgery, this method is

not of any use at all.

In writicg this Handbook, I feel reluctant to publicise any method of
distinguishing genuine stamps from forgeries. The art of printing hav-
ing been greatly improved year by year, forgeries can now be made more
and more like the genuine. No fixed rule can be laid down and proves
effective. When I point out to the readers that there is such a mark in
the genuine stamps, the counterfeiters will act accordingly and put in the
same mark, thus helping them to improve their forgeries. I am of the
opinion that the only one way that can prove effective is to compare care-
fully given specimen with a ganuine one which will serve as a standard.
If it is a forgery, there is always some points betrayal, no matter how

high the grade of imitation is.
(To be continued).

FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE 1C. ON 3C. SURCHARGE.

It is reported that the surcharge colour of the 1lc. on 3c. will be changed
from red to black, and surcharge will be done on the Peking ‘First Issue

only. The detail is not yet known.

CORRESPONDENCE.
January 25, 1931,

Yenching University, Peiping.
Dear Mr. Chow,
With regard to the second imperial issue imperforated I have in

my collection the following items not included in your comprehensive list:

15¢. vertical strip of three (AB)

2c. vertical strip of four (C)

5e. vertical strip of three (C)
I am sure you will not offence at my writing to you sirce you have taken
such pains in preparing the list.

Sincerely,
C. W. Luk.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

Mr. D. C. Chang, owing to business, has removed to Hankow. Any
future correspondence in connection with the affairs of the Philatelic
Society or the monthly, please address to Mr. Z. V. Yeames, 105 Yu Kai
Lane, South gate, Shanghai.



