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THE STRANGER
(B FEZE L)



I
THE STRANGER

“Whom do you love best, e-
nigmatical man, tell me? Your
father, your mother, your sister, or
your brother?”

“I have neither father, nor
mother, nor sister, nor brother.”

“ Your friends?”

“ You use a word whose meaning
is thus far unknown to me. ”
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*“ Your country ?”

“Y do not know in what latitude
-it is sitaated. ”

“ Beauty ?

“ Willingly had I loved Beauty,
“Goddess and Immortal.

“Gold?”

I hate 1t as you hate God.”

“What, then, do you love, ex-
‘traordinary stranger ?

*“1 love the clouds, the clouds
that pass, eternally, the marvellous
-clouds. ”

II

THE DESPAIR OF THE OLD
WOMAN

The little shrivelled up old
woman rejoiced whem she saw the
pretty child whom everyone adored
and strove in every way to charm,—
4his pretty being as frail as was the
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little old woman herself, as toothless,
as devoid of hair. And she came
closer, that the child might see the
joy in her face, and laugh with her.
But the terrified child struggled under
the caresses of the little decrepit old
woman, and filled the house with his
yelpings. Then the old woman retired
into her efernal solitude, and she
wept in a corner, saying to herself :
“Ah! for us, miserable old females,
the time has passed when we could
please, when we could please even the
innocent; and now we terrify the
little children we want to love. ”

111
A JESTER

Tt was the explosion of the New
Year; achaos of mud and snow,
traversed by a thousand coaches,
shining with toys anrd with sweets,
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swarming with cupidity and with
despair; the official delirinm of a
great City, enough to trouble the
imagination of the serenest of
hermits.

In the midst of this hubbub and
of this tumult, an ass was trotting
rapidly, harassed by a lout who
flourished a whip.

As the ass was about to turn the
angle of a pavement, a handsome
passer-by, gloved, cruelly cravatied,
with patent leather boots, imprisoned
in newly bought -clothes, bowed
ceremoniously before the humble
beast, and said fo it, as He raised his
hat: “I wish you a happy New
Year!” Then he returned to 1 know
not what comrades of his with a
fatuous air, as if he wanted them to
add their approbation t© his own
contentment.

The ass never saw this fine jester,
but went on trotting zealously to

—_— 8 —
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where its duty called it.

As for me, 1 was seized suddenly
by an incommensurable rage against
this magnificent fool, who seemed to
me to concentrate in himself the
entire wit of France.

v

THE MADMAN AND THE
VENUS

‘What a wonderful day! The
“vast park swoons under the burning
eyes of the sun, as youth swoons under
Love’s domination. The . universal
-ecstasy of things is inarticulate ; the
very waters seem to sleep. Seo
different from our human feasts is
this silent orgy! One-would say
‘that an everincreasing light made
inanimate things glitter; that the
excited flowers burned with the desire.
to excel the blue of the sky by the
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energy of their colours, and that the
heat, making visible the perfumes,
caused . them to rise like smoke to-
wards a star.

Nevertheless, amidst this u-
niversal rapture, T see an afflicted
being.

At the feet of a colossal Venus,?
one of these artificial fools, one of
these willing clowns, whose chief’
business 1t is to make Kings laugh
when Remorse and FEuonui obsess
them, made more hideous by a
ridiculous and bizarre costume and
wearing a fool's cap and bells, iss
huddled against the pedestal and
lifts his weeping eyes towards the
immortal Goddess.

And his eyes say: “I am the
lowest and the most lonely of men,
deprived of love and of friendship,
and thus inferior to the lowest of the

1. Venus; 381324,
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animals. Nevertheless, I, too, was
born able to fathom Immortality and
fee] Beauty! Ah! Goddess! pity
my sadness and my delirium!”

But the implacable Venus gazes
out of marble eyes at I know not
what, in the distance.

v
THE DOG AND THE FLASK

“ My beautiful dog, my dear dog,;
my good bow-wow, come and sniff an
excellent perfume I have just bought:
from the best perfumer in the City. ”*

The dog, wagging his tail, which
is, I believe, the sign in these poor
beings which corresponds to one’s
smile and one’s laughter, approaches
and with his wet nose curiously sniffs
the uncorked flask; then, suddenly
recoiling with fright, he barks at me
reproachfully.



HERAGEARAZETELGBHE
EEW LB A WO e
EHMHRMBEAR 1
BEBERBHLHOEDS > 2
HRPDBEXBABIBE > ERA
EE—RFER DR o

i)
T B

‘REVER > RER > RAH
WEWE 0 e o WL — WL IR W) HR AR 3% b F
HEHEEB XN E—-—EBEELNSE
K

EWM  HKEBWEBRE>E >R
mE o REBEETHRMEDH -ER
FURBFHEERED — LEE
SEHiZE - JBibeyEE M ETFIRA M
WEEH TEMETF B> XA
FromgpsR o R/ ELE > B
RBAERE o

— 15 —



“Ah! miserable dog, if I had
offered you a package of excrement,
you would have sniffed it with delight
and perhaps would have devoured it.
Thus, you yourself, unworthy com-
panion of my sad life, are like the
public, to whom one must never offer
those delicate perfumes that would
exasperate it, but only carefully chosen.
sweepings. 7’

VI
THE EVIL GLAZIER

There are natures which are
purely contemplative and wholly unfit
for action, which, nevertheless, under
a mysterious and unknown impulse,
act somebimes with a rapidity of
which they would never have con-
sidered themselves capable. He who,
for instamce, fearing to find in his
porter’s lodge some vexatious missive,

—_ 18 —
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wanders in a cowardly fashion for a
whole hour in front of his door
without daring to enter; he who
keeps a letter for two weeks without
opening it; or he who after six
months is still undecided on a step
which should have been taken a year
earlier. Such men sometimes feel
themselves brusguely propelled into
action by an irresistible force, like an
arrow shot from a2 bow. The moralist
and the doctor, who pretend to wu-
niversal knowledge, cannot explain
from whence so mad an energy
suddenly springs in these idle and
voluptuous souls, nor how, incapable
.of accomplishing the simplest and
most pecessary things, they find at a
given moment a glorious courage for
the execution of the most absurd and
often the most dangerous actions. -
One of my friends, the most
inoffensive dreamer who ever existed,
.once set a forest on fire so as to see,

— 18 —
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he said, whether the flames would
spread as rapidly as people generally
asserted. Ten times over?® the exper-
iment failed ; but, at the eleventh, it
succeeded far too well. Another
lighted a cigar while standing next to
a powder barrel, in order to see, in order
20 know, in order to tempt destiny, to
prove his own energy, to gamble, to-
know the pleasure of anxiety, for no
reason whatever, out of caprice, out
of idleness. This is 2 kind of energy
which is caused by weariness or by day
dreams ; and those in whom it man-
ifests itself so obstinately are, in gener-
al, as T have said, the most indolent
and the greatest dreamers. Amnother,
timid to the point of lowering his
eyes before those who glance af him,
and who has to muster what remains
to him of will in order to enter
a café or stop at the box office of

1. Ten fimes over: KEHIR (over
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2 theatre where those who hand
him the tickets seem to be invested
with the majesty of Minog, of Alacus
and Rhadamanthus,* will suddenly
fall on the meck of an old man
passing near him and embrace him
enthugiastically before an astonished
crowd. Why? Because—because his.
physiognomy® was irresistibly symp-
athetic to him? Perhaps; buf it is
more legitimate to suppose that he
himself would not be able to say why
he had done .

I have more than once been the
victim of these crises and of these
impulses that appear o be the action
of malicious Demons that possess us
and, unknown to ourselves, make us
accomplish their most absurd desires.

One morning I got up feeling
bad-tempered, sad, worn out with

1. Minos, Aeacus, Rhadamanthus: f&
HA=Z41E, :
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-extreme weariness, driven, as it
seemed to me, to do something
wonderful, to commit some astonish-
ing crime ; and T opened the window,
alas!

(Take heed, I beg, of this fact,
that the spirit of mystification which,
in certain people, is not the result of
overwork, or of a combination, but of
a fortuitous inspiration, seems by the
intensity of the desire, to be part of
that state of mind which doctors call
hysteria and people more thoughtful
than doctors, demonism,* and impels
us, unresisting, to commit many
dangerous and wunconvenfional ac-
tions.)

The first person I saw in the
street was a glazier whose piercing
and discordant cry came to me from
the pavement below, through the foul
and heavy atmosphere of Paris. It

1. Demonism: FERFET: 7,
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would be impossible for me fo say
why at the aspect of this poor man I
was seized with a hatred at once
sudden and despotic.

“Halloa! Halloa!” I shouted,
calling to him to mount the stairs.
At the same time I reflected, nof
without some gaiety, that the room
being on the sixth floor, and the
staircase very narrow, the man was
bound to experience some difficulty
in climbing up all those stairs and
would knock the eorners of his fragile
freight against various obstacles.

At last, be appeared ; I examined
curiously all his panes of glass, and T
said to him: “What! You have no
coloured glass ? Rose, blue, magical
glass, glass worthy of Paradise?
‘What impudence! How dare you
wander about in poor neighbourhoods
without glass through which one may
see some beauty in life!” And I
pushed him violently in the direction

— 96 -
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-of the staircase, where he stumbled,
grumbling.

I went over to the balcony and.
took up a little flowerpot, and when 1
saw the man just outside the door, 1
et fall my war engine on the outer
edge of his hooks, and the shock
making him fall backward, he some-
how managed to break under his
poor back what remained to him of
his itinerant fortune, and it sounded
like the bursting of a crystal palace
shattered by lightning. Intoxicated
with my folly, I shouted at him
furiously : *® Life is beautiful ! Life
is beautiful ! 7

These mervous jests are not
without peril, and one often pays
dear' for them. But what matters
an eternity of dammation to one who-
has found in a second an infinite joy?

1. To pay dear——to suffer a scvare
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Vit

AT ONE O'CLOCK IN THE
MORNING

At last T am alone. I hear no
Jonger the noise of the belated and
weary vehicles. ¥or some hours we
shall possess silence, if not repose.
At last! The tyranny of the human
face has disappeared; I suffer only
from my own loneliness. At last!
I can relax in a bath of shadows!
First, a double turn of the key in the
lock. It seems to me that this turn
of the key will intensify my solitude
and will strengthen the barriers that
now separate me from the world.

Horrible life! Horrible city!
Let us recapitulate our day: having
seen several men of letters, one of
whom asked me if one could go to
Russia by land (he probably thought
that Russia was an island): baving

c— 30 —
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disputed handsomely with the Editor
of a magazine who answered every
objection by saying: “This is the
opinion of decent people,” which
implied that ali ether magazines are
edited by rascals; having greeted
twenty people of whom fifteen were
unkupown to me; having shaken hands
in the same proportion, and that
without having taken the precaution
to buy gloves ; having gone during a
shower, to the rooms of a dancing-girl
who wanted me %o design for her a
costume of Vénusére; having tried to
court the favour of the Manager of a
Theatre, who said as he ushered me
out: “ Perhaps you ought to call on
Z: he’s the heaviest, the stupidest
and the most celebrated of all my
playwrights ; with him you might
perhaps come to some understanding.
Go to see him, and then we shall
see’”; having boasted (why?) of
several villainous actions I had never
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eommitted, and having in a cowardly
fashion denied certain other misdeeds
that I accomplished with joy, an
offence of boasting, a crime against
human respect; having refused a
simple favour to a friend, and having
given a recommendation to a perfect
knave: oh! what a relief to have
finished with all that!

Discontented with myself and
discontented with everyone, I should
like to redeem myself and feel a little
pride, in the silence and solitude of
the night. Souls of those I have
loved, souls of those I have sung,
fortify me, sustain me, remove from
me the lies* and the corrupting
vapours of the world, and you, Lord,
my God! grant me the grace to
fashion a few beautiful verses which
will prove to me that I am not the
lowest of men, that I am not inferior

1. Lie: %%s %E’;fo
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to these I despise.

VIII
THE OLD MOUNTEBANK

Everywhere the holiday crowd.
rolled about, made merry, and scat-
tered in all directions. It was one of
those days of ceremony to which
mountebanks, acrobats, lion-tamers
and wandering tradesmen, wearily
look forward® in the hope that fhey
will make up for the bad seasons of
the year. On such days as these it
seems to me that the people forget
everything, sorrow and work; they
become like children. For the young.
it is a day of freedom, with the
horror of school dismissed for twenty-
four hours. For the old it is
an armistice concluded with the

1. To look forward : &%,
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malevolent powers of life, a respite
from the wuniversal struggle and
strife. HEven the man of the world
and the man concerned with spiritual
labours escape with difficulty the
influence of this public festivity.
They unwillingly absorb their share
of this carefree atmosphere. As for
me, like a true Parigian, I never fail
to make a tour of the booths that are
so joyously decorated on these days:
of official celebration.

The compeiition between the
booths was, in fact, formidable ; they
howled, bellowed, bawled. There was.
a medley of cries, of brass defonations
and of the explosion of fireworks.
The grotesques and the Joecrisses®
convulsed the features of their tanned-
faces, hardened by the wind, the rain
‘and the sun. 'With the self-possession
-of actors sure of the effect, they:

1. Jocrisse : IRk, DI,
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bandied witty phrases and Jjests, as
solid and as ponderous as Moliere's®

comedy. The Hercules,® proud of

the enormity of their limbs, with
hardly any foreheads or skulls, rather
like apes, strutted about majestically
in tights that had been washed for
the occasion only fthe night before.
The dancing-girls, lovely as fairies
or as princesses, jumped and skipped
under the fire of the lanterns whick
covered their skirts with sparks.
"All was light, dust, cries, joy,
pumul; some spent, others earmed ;
both equally joyous. Children clung
to their mother’s petticoats in order
to obtain a sugar-stick, or climbed on
their father’s shoulders to have a
better view of some juggler as dazzi-
ing as a god. And pervading all,

dominating the perfumes, was the:

1. Moliere (1692—1673) :EIauEM
BIfEE,



WM ABASRO R ZEE
ERE R BEHELM - BHKRG
mewEBRZHAKX > BREBME
FERAREERREE » EHS
G EEELEEEBEEHHFENRSE
B REXB  BALAT -2
DEELZM - EXZamEAXM%D
EUE > BERBEBERZT » 3
ERPYFRTEE-
WEHMELM > RE > Vg »
BRECEE;AMEAE - AwE
BEBZHBE—BRREREN
BFHEEERTNBEERNRE >
BRBEREYL - NERLPHRIRS
WPAHXTEHNBE L BwEER
SRR BERBEERBE® K o
MBAEHE BE—-WERE B

2. Hercules : FHFR#EFEHRZHL, MLE
BERII, -

= 41 ~—



odour of the frying-pan which seemed
to be the incense of this feast.

At the end, at the extreme end,
of the row of booths, as if, shameful,
be had exiled himself from all these
splendours, I saw a poor mountebank,
bent, broken down, decrepif, a ruin of
a man, with his back against one of
the posts of his shed ; a shed more
miserable than that of the most
brutalized savage, and the distress
of which two smoking ard guttering
candles made even more evident.

Everywhere, joy, profit, debauch;
everywhere the cerfainty of bread
for the morrow; everywhere the fren-
zied explosion of vitality. Here, ab~
solute misery, misery made more
horrible for being wrapped in rags
whose contrasting patches, the result
rather of necessity than of art, pro-
duced a comical effect. The miser-
able man did not laugh! He neither
wept nor danced, nor gesticulated,
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qor cried ; he did not sing a gay or
2 sorrowful song; nor did he beg.
He was mute and motionless. He
had gives up; he had abdicated.
His destiny was done.

But how profound, how unfor-
gettable the glance he cast over the
crowd and on the lights, whose
moving flood stopped a few steps
from his repulsive misery! I felt
my throat seized by the ferrible hand
of hysteria, and it seemed to me
that my eyes were blinded by those
rebellious tears they would not
surrender.

‘What could T do? Of what use
would it be fo ask the unfortunate
man what curiosity, what marvel he
had to show in that stinking dark-
ness, behind his ragged curtain ?

Indeed, I dared not: and though
the reason for my timidity may make
you laugh, I confess that I feared to
bumiliate him. I had just resolved
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to put some money on the counter
as I passed, hoping that he would
divine my intention, when a sudden
wave of movement in the ecrowd,
caused by I know not what distur-
bance, carried me away from him.

And, on my way back, obsessed
by this vision, I tried to analyse my
sadden sorrow, and I said to myself:
*“1 have just seen the picture of an
old man of letters who has outlived
the generation which he amused with
his brilliance ; of an old poet without
friends, without family, without chil-
dren, degraded by his misery and
by the ingratitude of the public, and
into whose booth the forgetful world
will no longer enter!”

IX
THE CAKE

I was travelling. The land-~
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scape in the midst of which I was
seated was of an irresistible grandeur
and sublimity. No doubt, at that
moment, something passed from if
into my soul. My thoughts fluttered
with a lightness like that of the
atmosphere: vulgar passions, such
-as hate and profane love, seemed to
me now as far away as the clouds
that floated in the chasins beneath
my feet; my soul seemed to me- as
vast and as pure as the dome of the
sky that enveloped me; the remem-
brance of earthly things came as
faintly to my beart as the thin tinkle
of the bells of unseen herds, brow-
sing far, far away on the slope of
another mountain. Across the little
motionless lake, black with the dark-
ness of its immense depth, there passed
from time to time the shadow of a
cloud, like the shadow of an airy
giant’s cloak, blown across the sky.
And I remember that this rare and
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solemn sensation, caused by a vast
and perfectly silent movement, filled
me with mingled joy and fear. In
a word, thanks to the enrapluring
beauty about me, I felt I was at
perfect peace with myself and with
the universe; I believe that in that
state of beatitude and in my com-
plete forgetfulness of all earthly
evil, I had even come fo think that
after all those newspapers were not
so ridiculous which maintained that
man was born good ; when, incorrig-
ible matter renewing its exigencies,®
I sought to refresh my weariness
and sabisfy an appetite caused by so
lengthy a climb. I took from my
pocket a large piece of bread, a
leathern cup, and a small botile of
a certain elixir which the chemists
at that time sold to tourists, to be
mixed, on cccasion, with liquid snow.

1. SRS TEHSE, RTIOCEE, 5
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I was quietly cutting my bread
when 2 slicht noise made me look up.
Before me stood a little ragged
urchin, dirty and dishevelled, whose
hollow eyes, wild and supplicating,
devoured the piece of bread. And
I heard him gasp, in a low, hoarse
voice, the word * ** Cakel” T could
not help laughing at the appellation
with which he thought fit $o honour
my bread, so nearly white, and I cut
off a big slice and offered it to him.
Slowly he came up to me, never
taking bis eyes from the coveted
object ; then, snatching it out of my
hand, he stepped back quickly, as if
he feared that my offer was nok
sincere, or that I had already
repented of if.

But at the same instant he was:
knocked over by another little savage
who had sprung from I know not
where, and who was so exactly like
the first that one might have taken

— 5O —
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them for twin brothers. They rolled
over on the ground together, strug-
gling for the possession of the
precious prize, neither apparently
willing to share it with his brother.
The first, exasperated, clutched the
second by the hair ; the latter seized
his brother’s ear between his teeth,
and spat out a little bloody piece
with a superb oath in dialect. The
legitimate proprietor of the cake iried
to hook his little claws into the
usurper’s eyes; the latter, in turn,
did his best to throttle his adversary
with one hand, while with the other
he endeavoured to slip the prize of
war into his pocket. But, heartened
by despair, the loser pulled himself
together, and sent the victor sprawl-
ing with a blow of the head in his
stomach. Why describe a hideous
fight which indeed lasted longer than
their childish strength seemed to
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promise ? The cake travelled fromr
hand to hand, and changed from
pocket to pocket, at every moment;
but, alas! it changed also in size; and
when at length, exhausted, panting
and bleeding, they stopped from the-
sheer impossibility of continuing,
there was no longer any cause for
the feud: the slice of bread had
disappeared, and lay scatiered in.
crumbs like the grains of sand with
which it was mingled.

This sight had darkened the
landscape for me, and dispelled the
joyous calm in which my soul had
been basking ; I remained saddened
for quite a long time, saying over
and over to myself: “There is, then,
a wonderful country in which bread
is called cake, and is so rare a
delicacy that it is enough fo cause a
literally fratricidal war!”
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X
THE CLOCK T

The chinese tell time by looking
at the eyes of cats. One day a
missionary, wandering in the en-
virons of Nankin, noticed that he
bad forgotten his watch, and asked
-2 small boy what time it was. The
child of the Celestial Empire hesitat-
ed ; affer a moment he replied : “I
shall tell you.” Almost immediately
afterwards he refturned, holding in
his arms a very fat caf, and, to use a
colloquial expression, gazing into the
whites of its eyes, he affirmed without
hesitation: “If is not quite nocn.”
Which was frue.

As for me, if I lean towards my
fair Féline,® so felicitously named,
who is at onee the honour of her sex,

1. PFeline : EZ{HHi(catlike),
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the pride of my heart and the per-
fume of my spirit, whether at night
or by day, in sunshine or in opaque
darkness, I always distinctly see the
hour in th= depths of her adorable
eyes, always the same hour, vast,
solemn, great as space, without
division of minutes or of seconds—a
motionless hour not marked on any
clock, and yet which is as light as a
sigh, as swift as a glance.

And if some intruder were to
disturb me while my gaze rested on
this charming dial, if some rude and
intolerant genie, some Demon of ill
omen came to me and said: ““What
do you gaze at so searchingly? What
do you seek in the eyes of this being?
Do you see the hour there, prodigal
and idle mortal 7 T should reply
without hesitation: “Yes, I see the
hour: it is Bternity 1”7 -

Is not this, Madame, a truly
praiseworthy madrigal and as fall of
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affectation as your precioussef? In
truth, it has given me so much
pleasure to embroider this preten-
tious compliment, that 1 shall ask
nothing from you in exchange.

XI
THE POOR BOY'S TOY

I want fo suggest an innocent
diversion. There are so few amuse-
ments which are not sinful! When
you go out in the morning with the
evident intention of sauntering along
the highways, fill your pockets with
little penny toys—such as the flat.
Polichineller who iz moved by a
single wire, the Blacksmith who
strikes the anvil, the horseman and:
his herse whose tail is a whisfle—

1. Polichinelle: TRSEEEMA, ZAAETE:
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and beside the taverns, under the
trees, bestow your gifts upon the
poor unknown children whom you
will meet. You will see their eyes
open wide. At first they will not
dare to take it; they will doubt their
bappiness. Then their hands will
suddenly snatch the giff, and they
will take to their heels® like cats that
go a long way off to eat the morsel
you have given them, having learned
to be mistrustiul of men.

On a road, behind the railings of
a vast garden, at the end of which
appeared the white walls of a pretty,
sunlit chateau, 2 handsome, rosy-
cheeked boy stood, dressed in thoss
country clothes that are so full of
daintiness. The luxury, the freedom
from care, the habitual sight of
riches, make these children so preity

1. To take to one’s heels — to run
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that one might believe they were
made of a different composition than
the children of mediocrity or of
poverty.

There lay on the ground beside
him a splendid toy, as fresh as its
owner, polished, gilded, dressed in a
purple robe, covered with feathers
and glass beads. But the child was
not interested in his favourite toy,
and this is what he gazed af : on the
other side of the railing, in the road,
between the thistles and the nettles,
there stood another boy, thin, dirty.
sooty, one of those outcast brats in
whom an impartial eye could discover
beauty, if, like the eyes of the con-
noisseur that suspect an ideal picture
under the coating of earriage varnish,
one were to remove the disgusting
patina of misery.

Through these symbealical bars
separating two worlds, the high road
and the chiteau, the poor boy showed
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the rich boy his own oy, which the
latter examined greedily as if it were
a rare and unknown object. Now,
this toy, that the little sloven teased,
disturbed and shook inside a wired
box, was a living rat! His parents,
through economy, no doubi, had
taken the toy from life itself. And
the two children, laughing at one
another fraternally, displayed teeth:
of an equal whiteness.
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