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The heartiness of Major Cartwnght had grown:

"beyond bemg an acquired attribute of mind and &
|become organic. He exuded it chemically as a horse
. exudes horsiness; as a matter of fact he exuded a certain :
| amount of horsiness as well. He was large and blondi

. and his skin was brickish m colour, the end of. hm

| fleshy mose qha.ded imperceptibly to mauve bnt'
|-’ not offensively, it blended in with the small purple

' veins rcund his eyes which were pale blue and

i amiable, His best point really was the even gleaming,

- whiteness of his teeth, these he showed a good deal

| when he laughed, a loud, non-infectious, but frequent'
| laugh,

| ' The barman treated him with deference and hé-%!

i wae popular on board owing to his genial efliciency
' at deck games., In the early morning and later

Eafternoon he played Deck  Tennis in 'sa.ggj; khaki
i-.shorts; below which he wore neatly rolled stockings
-and gym shees and above a rather old blue silk pola




~shirt opened generously at the neck exposing a few
curling fronds of dust-coloured hair.

Iie was at his best in the smoking-room after
dinneér expanding into ‘“outpost of Empire” reminis-
 cence and calling for *“stengahs,” a bore really but
_gomehow touching in his fidelity to type. It wasn't

~until after Marseilles, where most of the cronies had

his attention to me. We sat together in the little:
winter garden place aft of the promenade deck and
had & crink before dinner. The lights of Marseilles
were shimmering on the horizon and there was a
_féeling of emptiness in the ship as”though the party
were over and there were only a few siragglers left,
The stra.ggier consisted of about a dozen planters
“and their families and three or four yellowish young '
men from the Shell Company in Irag, who had joined
the ship at Port Said and were going home on leave.
He talked a lot but slowly and with great
emphasis, principally, of courze, about himself and
his regiment. On the few occasions when he forscok
the personal for the general it was merely to let fly
a cliche such as “That’s women all over,” or “A man
- who has a light hand with a horse has a light hand
. with anything” I gently interposed ¢Except with
pastry,’ but he didn’t hear. He suggested that he
shou'd move over from his now degerted table in the

- disembarked to go home overland, that he turned




P .

saloon and join me at mine for the rest of the voyage,
I was about to spring to my usual defence in such

~_circumstances, which is that I always have to ea$

sloze ss I sm concentrated on makicg mental notes
for a book or play, but something in his eyes pre--
_ vented me, they were almost pleading so I said with
a8 much sincerity as I could muster that nothing
would please me more, and that waa that, 3 ;
Our tete-a-tetes for the next few days were; on

the whole, not as bad as I feared--he was perfectly |
content to talk away without demanding too many
rgwers, By the time we reached Gibraltar I knew

a great deal about him., He had a wife, but the

tropica didn’t agree with her so she was at home
living with Ler married eister just outside Newbury,
a nice little place they had although the married
sister's husband’ was a bit of a fool, a lawyer of some
‘ gort with apparently no initiative.

The Major had no doubt that his wife would be
-damned glad to see him again, He was propesing to
take a furnished flat in Town for part of his Ieave"_ ¢
and'do & few shows, after that Scotland and esome :
shooting. A friend of his called, for some unexplained
reason, “Old Bags,” had quite a decent - little shoot
near a place the name of which the Major had as .
much’ difficulty in proncuncing as I had in under- :
sterding. i 4



I listened to his conversation attentively because

" T was anxious to discover what, if anything, he had

learped from the strange places ke had been to, the
_ptrange people he had met, the various and varied
differences in climate, circumstances, motives and

- human life that he had encountered. There he sat,

" glouched back in a big armchair in the smoking-room,

Lis large legs stretched cumt in front ¢f him and a
brandy glass im his hand—talking—wandering here
and there among his yesterdays without any particular
aim end without, alas, the gift of expressing in the
least what he really wanted to say and, worse still,
without even the conscionsness that he wasn’t doing
g0. His limited vocabulary was shamefully overworked
—most of his words did tke duty of six, like a small
orchestra of provincial musicians thinly attempting
to play a cbmplicated score by doubliﬁg and trebling
up on their ipstruments, I wondered what he knew,
sotually knew of the facts of life, not complex .
- psychological adjustments and abstractions, they were
obviously beyond his ken and ‘also unnecessary to his
existence, But any truths, basic traths within his own |
circumscribed experience. Had be fathomed them or
not! Was there ahy. fundamental certainty of anything
whatever in that untidy, meagre, amiable mind? Were
the badly-dressed phrases that he paraded so grandi-
loguently aware of their shabbiness, their pretentions




gentility! Did they know themselves to be ill-groomed
and obscure, or were they upheld by their own |
conceit like dowdy British Matrons sniffing contemp-

tuously at a Mannequin Parade?

I tried to visualise him'in certain specified situations, ',
crises, earthquakes or 'shipv&:recka, or sudden native
uprisings, He would behave well undoubtedly, but
why? Could he ever : possibly know why? The rea:son:;
he stood aside to allow the women and children to
go first; the exact motive that prompted-.hing to rush
out into the compound amid a hail of arrows, brandish-

ing a Eervice revolver? The impulses that caused his

actions, the instinets that pulled him hither an
thither, had he any awareness of them, any curiosit
about them at all? Was it possible that an adel
man in the late forties with a pattern of stra.:ige-
journeys behind him, twenty years at least of
potentially rich experience, could have lived through
those hours and days and nights, through all those
satisfactions, distastes, despondencies and exhilarations
without even a trace of-introspection or scepticism? -
Juet a bland unthinking acceptance without one
query? I looked at him wonderingly, he was describ-
ing a duck shoot in Albania at the moment, and
decided that notonly was it possible but very probable =
indeed, :

After dinner on the night before we arrived at



- Plymouth he asked me into his cabin to see some of
- his snapshot albums, “They might interest you,” he

‘said in a deprecatory tone which was quite false, as

1 knew perfectly well that the thought that they
might bore, me to extinction would never cross his
mind. “There’s a damn good one of that sail-fish I
told you a.boﬁt,"- he went on. -“And that little Siamese
girl I ran across in K. L. after that Guest Night.”

I sat on his bunk and was handed album after
album in chronological order, fortunately I was also
handed whisky-and-soda. They were all much the

~ same; groups, picnic parties, bathing parties, shoots,

fishing parties, all neatly pasted in with names and

initials written underneath. “Hong-Kong, March 1927.
 Mre, H. Cufly, Captain H., Miss Friedlands. Stella,

Morgan, W.C.” He always indicated his own presence
in the group by his initials. I need hardly say that
W.C. figured largely in all the albums, He had the
traditional paseion of hia kind for the destruction of
life, there was lardly a page that was not adorned
with the griﬁning, morose head of some disn:embered
animal or fish,

Suddenly, amid all those groups of people I didn’t
know and was never likely to® know, my eye lighted
on & face that I recognised. A thin rather sheep-like
face with sparse hair brushed straight back and
small eyes that looked as if it were only the narrow



high-bridged nose that prevented then: fmom rushing

together and merging for ever.

“That,” T said, “is' Ellsworth Ponsenby.”

The Major's face lit up. “Do you know old Pen=
sonby?’

I replied that I had known him on and cff for

teveral years, The Major seemed, quite agreeably,

giricken by the coincidence. g

“Fancy that now!” he said. “Fancy ycu knowing
cld Ponsonby.” He rat down next to me on the bed
and stared over my shoulder at the photograph as
thotigh by looking at it from the same angle he
could find some explanation of the extraordinary

coincidence of my knowing old Ponsonby. Old

Fonsonby in the snapshot was sitting in the stern
- sheets of a small motor-boat. Behind him was the
rich, mountainous coastline of the Island of Java, on
either side of him were two gocd-looking young men,
one fair and one dark and both obviously bronzed by
the sun. Ellsworth Ponsonby himself, even in those

tropical surrcundings, contrived to look as'‘pals as

usual. The word “Old” as applied to him was merely
affectionate. He was, I reflected, about forty-three.
He was narrow-chested and wearing, in addition to
his pince-nez, & striped fisherman’s jersey which was
~several gizes too big for him. The young men were

wearing, apparently, nothing at all. I asked who they

i
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~ were, to which the Major replied that they were just
a couple of pals of old Ponsonby’s, quite decent chaps
on tke whole, They were makihg a tour of thé Islands
in Poaronby’s yacht, the noble proportions of which
could just be discerncd in the right-hand corner of
the photograph.

“Never seen such a thing in my life,” said the
'Ma;;or “Talk about every modern convenience, that
.yacht was a floating palace; marble bathrcoms fto
every cabin, a grand piano, a cocktail bar, a French
chef-—those rich Americans certainly know how tod>
themselves well. I ran across him {irst in Batavia—I
was taking a couple of months’ sick leave—had a
touch of Dengue, you know, end thought I’d pay e
call on an old pal of mine, Topper Wateon—wonder
if you know him?—used to be in the Sixth—anyway,

- he’d - been invslided out of the army and hed this
place in = Java, plantation of some sort, quite good :
shooting and sonie decent horses, unfortunately married
& Javanese girl—quite a nice little woman. but that
gort of thing gives one the shudders a bit—not that
‘it was any of my affair, after all a man’s life’s
his own to do what he likes with, still it seemed &

. pity to ees a chap like old Topper on the way to
going native,” < :

“«Ellsworth,” I said wearily, “Ellsworth Ponsanby

“Oh yes, old Fonsonby.” The Major gave one of

P
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his strong Iaughs—“Rﬁn up against him in the bar
of the Hotel des Indes—got to yarning—you know
how one does, and finally he asked me on board this
damned yacht of his. By Ged, I hadn’t eaten such a
dinner for years, and the brandy he gave us afterwards|”
Here the Major smacked his lips and blew a lumber-.
iﬂg kiss into the air. “We sat on Ceck into the smail
hkours t'alk_ing.”- :

I wondered if the Major had really permitted
Ponsonby to do any of the talking., Apparently ke
had for he heaved a sigh and said, *“Damned sad
old Ponsonby’s, he had a raw deal.”

As that did not entirely fit in with what I knew
of Ellsworth I asked in what way he had had such
o sad life and such & raw deal. :

“Wife lefs him™ repliel the Major laconically,
pursing ‘ up his large lips and ejecting a emoke-ring
with .considerable force>. “God, but women cau be
bitches sometimes! Did you ever krow her?”

“Yes,” I said. “I knew her.” :

“Ran off with his own chauffeur—ocan ybu imagine a

decently bred woman doing such a thing? Old Ponsonby

didn’t say much but you could ses it had broken him

u> completely—women like'that ought to be bloody well

horsewhipped, He showed me a photograph of her, pretty
in rather a flash scrt of way, you know, the modern
type, flat-chested, no figure at all, not my idea of beauty,

.




" but each man to his own taste. After we'd looked at
the photograph sve went up on deck again—you could
geo old Ponsonby was in a state, he was trembling and
hardly said a word for ten minutes and then damn it if ke
‘didn’t start blubbing! I must say I felt sorry for the poor
- devil, but there was nothing I could say so I poured him
~ out some more brandy and after a bit he pulled himself
together. That was when he told me about her runniag
off with the chauffeur—after all he’d given her every-

‘thing, you know-—she was a nobtody before she married
bim. He met her first in Italy, I believe, just after the
‘War, and they wers married in Rome—then he took her
> cvbr to America {o meet his people—Boston, I think it
. was. Then they had e house in London for & couple of
seasons and another ome in Paris, I believe, Then this
' awful thing happeced.” The Major wiped his forchead
with his handkerchief, it was getting rather stuffy in
‘the cabin.“My God,” he said pensively, 1 don’t know
what I’d do if & woman did a thing like thatto me—
" Poor cld Ponsonby—" He broke off and was silent for
‘a moment or two, then he turned to me, “But you
kpew her, didn’t you?’

“Yes,” I said. I knew her.”

2

Jennifer Hyde was ninetecen when she f{irst met
El'sworth Ponsozby in Alassio just after the War, She



was staying at the Pension Floriana with her Auntand

& couple of girl cousins. Flisworth was at the Grand
T ote! with his mother. O'd Mrs. Ponsonby was remarks
able more as & monument than a human l:;ei_ng. Her
white hair was so permanently waved and arranged
that it looked like con rete. He: face was a mask of

~ whits powder and her eyes were cold and hard. Beneath

7 gesture that he made, when he w:s shuffling the cards, 55

her chin, which was beginning to sag, she wore a tight

g

black veivet ribbom by day, and at night a dog-collaz %

, :
of seed pe::rls and diamonds. She eat on the terrace of

tke hotel every morning from eleven until one, lunched,

rather resentfully, at a window table in the dining-room,.

retired to her bed regularly from two until four and.

then took & short drive through the surrounding country.

She over-dressed for dinner and played bridge afterwards,
wearing an expression-of thinly disguised exasperation

whether she won or lost, Ellsworth sometimes are with
her, drove with her, and played bridge with her.
Whenever he did, the look in hereyes softened a trifle-

and her face relaxed. She watched him greedily, every

when he was taking a cigarette from his elaborate

Cartier cigarotte case and lighting it, whatover he did

her eyes were on him sharp and terribly loving. When
be was not with her he wes usually with Father Robert,
They would walk up and down the beach sometimesin
the moonlight after dinner their dark shadows bumping
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‘along behind them over the dry sand. Father Robert
‘was plump with five eyes, a thick, sensual mouith and

wide soft hands which moved gently when he talked,
not in any way to illustrate what he was saying, but
as though they were livicg a . different, detached life
cf their own, Jennifer and her girl ocousins used to
allude to him as “The Black Beetle.”

Ellsworth had been converted to the Catholic Faith
when he was nineteen. Oddly enough his mother had
put forward no objections, in sore 7 strange intuitive
way she probably felt that it would keep Ellsworth
close to her, and in this she waa right. He had always
been emotional as a boy and this Catholic business
seem>d somwehow to calm him, also it was an outlet
that he could discuss with her without outraging any
proprietiess, She had hoped, in her secret heart thaf
oncs away from the s'rong guiding influence of Father
Ryan in Boston, he might, amid the interest: and
-exciterents of travel, become a little less ardent; this

| hope, however, was doomed to d'sappointment, for on
. arrival in London they had been met by Father Hill;
in Paris by Father Jules; in Lausanne by Father
MacMichael; in Rome by Father Philipo; ani hers, in

~ Alassio, by Father Robert. She had mot really minded
‘ the other Fathers, in fact Father MacMichael had been.
quite amusing, but she quite unequivocally detested

Father Robert. This was in no way apparent, ez her
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Bostonfan wupbringing had taught her to contrcl any
but her more superficial feelings; however, the hate
was there, lying in her heart, vital, alert, and waiting,
Ellsworth, even if he suspected it, showed no sign
and continued to enjoy Father Robert’s company as
much s he could, which was a great deal.
Mrs. Ponsonby first noticed Jennifer in the lounge
of the Hotel, sitting with & young man in flannels and
two nondescript girls. Jennifer looked far from nonde-
script, She radiated a clear, gay, animal vitality. She
was wearing o neat white tennis dréea and the ends
of her dark hair were damp and curly {from bathing.
Mrs. Ponsonby watched her for a little, covertly, from
behind a novel; quiek movements, gocd teeth and skin,
| obvif;usly a lady, she smiled a lot and talked eagerly
in a pleasant, rather husky voice. When she got up to
go on to the terrace with the two girls and th> young
man, still talking animatedly, Mrys. Ponsonby rose too
and went up to her room,
From that moment onwards Mrs., Ponsonby pro-
' ceeded upon & course of stately espionage, Her sources
- of information were various, Mrs. Wortley, who was'a
friend of Jennifer’s Aunt; the English padre Mr. Selton;
 Giulio, the barman in the hotel, even the floor' waiter
was questioned disoreetly as his wife was a laundress
in the town and dealt with the uaahmg from the

 Pengion Floriana
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In & few days she had found out quite a lot.
Jennifer was nineteen, the daughter of a doctor in
Cornwall, her name was Hyde. She was evidently not
well-off as she had travelled out from Fngland second-
class, but she apparently had some wealthy relatives
in London, had been out for & season and been pre-
sented, Mrs. Wortley was quite enthusiastic about her.
“A thoroughly nice girl,” she said. *Modern in one
way and yet old-fashioned at the same time, if you know
what T mean. I do think, of course, that it'’s a pity
she puts quite 8o much red on her lips, but after all
I suprose that’s the thing nowadays, and one is only
young once. Iremember myself when I was a girl my
one ideawas to be smart. I remember getting into @he-
most dreadful hot ‘water for turning one of my after-
noon dresses into an evening frcck by snipping off the
sleeves and altering the front of the bodice—" Hete
' Mrs. Wortley laughed indulgently, but Mrs. Pensonby
had lost interest.

A couple of evenings later on the terrace Mrs. Pon-
gonby dropped her book just as Jenniier was passing,
Jernifer picked it mp and returned it to her with &
polite smile and, npon being pressed, agreed to it down
and have & glass of lemonade. She talked without
shyress but also, Mrs Ponsonby was pleased to observe,
without too much self-possession. ' Before she left to

join Ler friends who were standing about g'ggling slightly

1
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in the doorway, Mrs, Ponsonby had extraoted a promise
from her to come to lunch em the following da.j.

The lunch party was quite a sypoess. At first Mrs.
Ponsonby had been rather dissoncerted to discover
that Ellsworth Lad invited Father Robert, but it was
not very long before she decided in her mind that it
#fiad been a good thing. To begn with the presence of -
Jennifer made Father Robert ill-ad-ease. Mrs. Ponsonby

- watched with immense satisfaction the corners of his

mouth nervously twitching. She also noted that he
didn't talk as much as usual, Ellsworth, on the other
4hand, talked nineteen to the dozen; he was obviously,
she observed happily, showing off. The general narrow-
mnees of Ellsworth was not so apparent in those days,
he was only twenty-six and had a certain soft personal
charm when he liked to exert it. On this occasion he
was only too keen to exert it. He discussed books and
HAays wittily with Jennifer, and whenever she laughed
at anything he said, he shot rather a smug look at
Father Robert. Altogether everything was going very
well and Mrs. Ponsonby’s spirit purred with pleasure
ss she watched, with cold eyes, Father Robert’s lefs
hand irritably crumbling his bread.

About a week later, during which time Jennifer
ard Ellsworth had struck up a platonic, pleasant
friendship, Mrs. Ponsonby made her supreme gesture by
dying suddenly in the lounge after dinner.
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Jennifer Pons%nby was, to put it mildly, a recklesa
gambler, but her gajety at the tables whether winning
or losinz was remarkable. She had a series of little
superstitions, such as placing one card symmetrically
on top of the otker and giving the shoe two sharp
peremptory little whacks before drawing—if she drew
a nine she chuckled delightedly, if she made herself
Baccarat she chuckled equally delightedly.r Her luck,
on the whole, was gocd, but she won gracefully,
shrugging her shoulders and giving a little depreca.t,orj
smile when anyone failed to win a Banco against her,

It was the summer of 1933, and I had stopped off
in Monte Carlo on my waj; hoz e from Tunis. Everybody
was there, of course, it was the height of the summer

__ seagson, The Beach Hotel was full and I was staying
" at the Hotel de Paris which, actually, I prcferred,

Jennifer was staying with old Lily Craziani on Cap
Ferrat, but she escaped whenever she could and came
over to Monte Carlo to dine and gemble, I played at
the same table with her for an hour or two, snd then
when I had lost all that I intended to lose, I asked
her to come and have e drink in the bar while the
shoe wee being made up.

We perched curselves on high steols, end ordered
“Fine a I'esus” and talked casually enough, Ehe
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arked me where I’d been and whether or not 1’d seen
so-and-so lately, and I asked her what she’d been up
to and what had become of so-and-so. Presently e
chasceur appeared and eaid that her table was start-
ing again. She slipped down from her etool and said,
almost defiantly, *You haven’t'asked after Ellsworth,
but you'll be delighted to hear that he's very well
indeed,” then she gave a sharp little laugh, mors
high-piﬁche& than usnal, and disappeared into’ the °
baccarat room.

Y felt a trifle embarrassed and also vaguely irri-
tated. I hedn’t mentioned Ellsworth on purpose. (A),
because it might have been tactless a8 I hadn’t the
remotest idea whether they were still together or not;
and (b), because I didn’t care for him much anyhow,
and never had. I ordered another drink amd, when 1
had drunk it, strolled upstairs to watch the cabaret.
There was an inferno of ncise going on as I came in,
the band was playing {ull out while two @ American.
negroes were dancing a complicated routine in white
evening euits and apparently enjoying it. I sat down
at a corner table and watched the reat of the show,
It was reasonably good.- The usual paraphernalia of
elaborately undressed besuties parading in and out.
The usual low comedy acrobatic act. The usual
~ mournful young woman crooning through the miero
- phone. I glanced round the room occasionally. Al the
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same faces were there, They had been here last year
end the year befors, and would be here next year and
the year after. They changed round a bit, of course.
Baby Leyland was, with Georgie this year, and Fobbie
had a new blonde. The Gruman-Lewis party looked
tired and disgruntle&. but then they always did. I
felt oppressed and bored and far too hot. I watched
Jennifer come in with Tiny Matlook. They were
hailed by Freda and Gordon Blake and sat down at
their table, It was one of the noisier tables. I think
Alaistair, who was sitting at the end, must have been
doing some of his dirtier imitations, because they
were all laughing extravagantly, rather too loudly,
I thought, considering the hundreds of times they
must have heard them before. :

Jennifer laughed with the rest, meanwhile refur-
bishing her make-up, holding‘ the mirror from her
vanity-case at one angle in order to catch the light.
Her movements were swift and nervous, she stabbsd at
her mouth with the lipstick and then, holding the
glass at arm’s length, looked at it through narrowed
eyes and made a slight grimace, Suddenly, in thkat
moment, I can’t think why, 1 knsw quite definitely
that she was wretched. My memory ran back over

. the years that I had known her, never intimately, :

never beyond the easy casualness of Christian names,
but always, I reflected, with pleasure, Bhe had always:
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‘been gay company, charming to dance v;rith, fun
‘to discover unexpectedly in a house-party. I remem-
bered the first time I had met her in Loadon, it must
have been 1920 or 1921, the pretty young wife of a rich
American, That was a long time ago, nearly thirteen
‘years, and those years had certainly changed her.,
I watched her aoross the room. She was talking now,
obviously describing something, gesticulating a littlo
with her right hand, There was a moment’s lull in
the general noise, and I caught for a second the
gound of her husky laugh, quite a different timbre
from that which she had given as she left the bar.
“You haven’t asked after Ellsworth, but you'll be
‘delighted to hear that he’s very well indeed.”

I decided to walk back to my hotel rather than

take & taxi, the night was cool and quiet after the
cigarette smoke and noise of the Casino. I had nearly
reached the top of the first hill when I heard a car
coming up behind me. It seemed o be coming a
great deal too fast, eo I stepped warily against the
parapet to let it go by, It came whirling round the
corner with a screech of brakes, a small open TFiat
two-geator, It stopped noisily about a yard away
from me and I saw that Jennifer was driving it. “I
saw you leaving the Casino and chased you,” she said
rather breathlesely, “because I wanted to say I was

eorry.”

%
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I stepped forward. “What on earth for?” W

“If you didn’t notice so much the better, but I’ve.
bad a horrid feeling about it ever since I left you in
the bar. I tcssed my curls at youand spoke harshly,.
it’s no use pretending I didn’t because I did, I know
Tidid."

“What nonsenee!” I said.

“CGet in, there’s a darling, and 1'll drive you
wherever you want to go—where do you want to got
I’'ve got to get to Cap Ferrat.”

“Not as far as that anyhow, just the Hotel de
,Paris.". :

I got in and sat down beside her. She let in
the clutch and we drove on up into the town. The
streets were deserted as it was getting® on for three
in the morning. Suddenly she stopped the oar by %he
kerb in front of a sports shop, the window was filled
with tennis racquets, golf clubs and sweaters.

“Pm now going to do something unforgivable’
she said in a strained voice, “I’ve been trying not to
for hours, but it’s no use” She sat back in the
driving seat and looked at me, “I’m going to cry. I
hate women who cry, but I can’t help it, everything’s
absolutely blecody, and I know it’s 'none of your
basiness and that thisis an imposition, but we've teen
friends on and off for years and—"’ Here she bro];o
off and buried her face in her hands. I put my arm



round her. “I don’t think you’d better be too sympae
thetic,” she muttered into my shoulder. “It'll probably
make me worse.” Then she started tosob, not hysterie-
ally, not evenm very noisily, but they were painful
sobs as though she were fighting them too strongly—

“For God's sake let gol” I said sharply. “If you
don’t you’ll probably burst!”

She gave e a little pat and relaxed a bit. Two
or three cars passed, but she kept her head buried
against my shoulder. I sat quite still and looked
gloomily at the tennis racquess. I felt rather bewil-
dered and quite definitely .uncomfortable. Not that
I wasn’t touched, that out of all the people she knew
she should surprisingly have seleoted me to break
down with. My discomfort was caused by a strange
feeling of oppression, a similar sensation to that
which one experiences sometimes on entering a
sad houss, a house wherein unhappy, cruel thi;lgs
‘have taken place, I almost shuddered, but controlled
it. Some intuition must have made her feel this, {or she
sat up and reached her hand behind her for her
vanity-case. “I am so dreadfully sorry,” she said. I
smiled as reassuringly es I could and lit a cigarette
for her. SlLe wiped her eyes, powdered her nose,
took it and sat silently for a little—I noticed her lip
tremble occasionally, but she didn’t cry any more.
Suddenly she seemed to come to some sort of decision
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and leant forward and re-started the engine, “I'll
drop you home now,” she said in a stifled wvoice
~ which struck me as infinitely pathetic, there was an
~almost childish gallantry in the way she said it, like
a very small boy who has fallen down and broken
his knee and is determined to be brave over it. _

* Youll do nothing of the sort,” I sald quickly.
“You'll drive me up on to the Middle Corniche and
thers we'll sit and smoke ourselves silly and watch
the sun come up.”

She protested: “Honestly, I'm all right now—I
| _ewear I am.” -

“Do what you’re told,” I eaid.

She gave the ghost of a smile and off we went.

We stopped just the other side of Eze, left the car
parked clogse in to the side of the wood, having taken
the cushions out of it, and arranged ourselves facing
the view, with our backs against a low stone wall.
Jennifer hardly spoke, and we sat there for quite a
long while in silence., Far below us on the right,
Cap Ferrat stretched out into the sea like a quiet
sleeping animal. Occasionally a train, looking like &n
elaborate mechanical toy, emerged {rom a tunnel, ran
along by the edge of the sea for a little way and then
disappeared, again the lights trom its carriage windows
striping the trees and rocks and houses as it passed.
The rumbling sound of it came to us late when it
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was no longer in sight. Every now and then, but not
very often, a car whirred along the road behind us
and we could see its headlights diminishing in the
distance, carving the darkness into fantastioc shapes
and ghadows as it went. The path of the moon
glittered across the sea to the horizon and there were
no ships passing. ;

“I suppose it would be too obvious if I said:
*Now then’?’

Jennifer sigked. “ ‘Now then,’ is a bit diseourag-
ing,” she said. “Too arbitrary—couldn’t we lead into
it a listle less abruptly?’

“How is Ellsworth?’ I said airily. “Or rather. -
where is Ellsworth?’

“Very well indeed, and in Taormina.”

There was a long silence while we both looked
at Ellsworth in Taormina, I can’t vouch for Jennifer’s
view, but mine was clear. I saw him going down to
bathe, wearing sandals, a discreetly 'coloured ‘jumper
and flannel trousers with a faint stripe. I saw him
at lurch in the cool monastic hotel dining-room,
talking earnestly with a couple of Catholic Fathers.
I saw him in the evening, after dinner, sitting in a
cafe with a few of the young locals round him, stand-
ing them drinks and speaking in. precige, rather sibil-
ant Italian with a strong Bostonian accent.

' ‘WHe' ean’t get sunburnt, you know,” said Jennifer
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svantly. “And he does try so hard. Tsn’t it ead?”
Not even pink?’

ly very occasionally, and that fades almost.
'%,tely.”

eckles??

A few, but in the wrong places.”

ale

“How much does he mind?”

*Desperately, I think.” Jennifer siglied again,
deeply. “It's become a eort of complex with him. He
has quite & lot of complexes really. The Catholic
Church, Italian Gothic, Walt Whitman end not
over-tipping. He’s a beauty lover, I’'m afraid.”

“You ghould never hsve married a besuty lover,”

~She nodded. “Beauty lovers certainly are Hell.”

“Why did you?”

“Why did I what??

“Marry him™

“Hold on to your hats, boys, here we go!” She
langhed faintly and said, *I think 1’d better have
another cigarette, I'm told i% gives one social poise.
Pm afrai: my social poise has been rather cver-strain-

I gave her a cigarette, “Why not begin at the
beginning?”’ I suggested. *You know it’s all coming out
eventually, you might just as well go the whole hog,”

“I wonder where that expression originated?’ she

‘ ed during these last few yesars.”
said, “It doesn’t really make sense—you can’t ge a
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hog, whole or otherwise”

*Never mind about that.”

«] don’t really,” ; i

«Why did you marry him!" :

“I was an innocent girl”’ she replied. “When T
say innocent girl, I naturally mean a bloody fool. I
was ignorant of even the most superficial facts of
life. Circtmstances conspired against me—-doesn’t that.
sound lovely?—but it’s honestly true, they did. I wasin
Italy, staying with Aunt Dora in & pension, and
Ellsworth and his mother were at the Grand Hotel.
They had a suite, of oourse, and as far as the hotel
was concerned they were the star on account of being
American and very rich, The old girl took a fancy to |
me, why I shall never know, ard asked me to lunch,
And there was Ellsworth. He really was quite sweet
in those days and funny; he said funny things and
knew a lot and was nice to be with. There was a
priest there, too, Father Robert, who I suspect had
his eye on the Ponsonby fortune—some priests o;;
behalf of their church have a strong commercial
sense-—anyhow, he took a hatred to me on sight
which I rather enjoyed, Then came the moment when
circumstances conspired against me. Old Mrs. Pon-
sonby upped and died of a heart attack in the lounge
of the hotel just as we were all ‘ha.ving our. after-

dinner coffee. I$ really was very horrid, and I was



Cesperately sorry for poor Ellsworth. That was
where the trouble started. Pity may be a Christian
‘virtue, but it’s dangerous to muck about with, and
can play the devil with commonesense, Well, to
-continue, as they say, from tha®t moment onwards,
Ellsworth clung to me; you tee, I had unwittingly
and most unfortunately ousted Father Robert from
his affeotions. He cried a pgood deal, which wes
‘natural enough, as he’d never been away f1:om his
mother all his life, I went with him to the funeral,
“which was preity grim, and did my best to eomfort
him as well as I could. Then the night after the
funeral he suddenly appeared at our yension and said
he wanted to talk to me. My Aunt Dora wez in @
fine flutter, being one of those mnice-minded British
matrons who can only see any rich ycuné man &8 &
prospective bed-mate for their younger unattached
female relatives, I think 'she probably regretted
that Ellsworth didn’t want to talk to Grace or Vera,
who were her own deughters—and God knows ehe
couldn’t have regretted it half as much as I did later
—but still, T was an unmarried niece, and half a loaf is
better than whatever it is, and so out I went intc the
sweet-scented Italian night with Ellsworth and her
blessing. We walked for a long way, first of all
through the town and then slong the beach. Ells-
werth didn't say much until we sat down with our
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backs to a wall, rather like we're sitting lLere, only
without the view, just the sea lapping away and
a lot of stars, Then he started. Oh deer!” Jennfer
shifted herself into a more comfortable position, ‘“He
told, me all about himself {from the word go, not in
any exhibitionistic way, but as though he just had to
get it out ol his system in spite of caution and deeency
and traditionally bred reticence—again like I’'m doing
now.,” Bhe laughed rather sharply. “I wonder why
people do it? I wonder if it’s ever any use?”

“I’s all right,” I said,' ‘“when there ars no
strings aitached. Don’t get discouraged, it will do you
& power of good.” 5]

“You're verj sweeb,” she said. “I do hope I'm
not going %o cry again.” :

 “There was silence for a few moments and then
she went on, speaking more quickly.

“I can’t possibly tell you ell he eaid, because it
wouldn’t be fair, I couldn’t ever tell anybody, but
the main s$hing was that he was frightened, frighten-
ed to death of himself.” That was why he had
become & Roman Cathelic, that fear. He wasn’t very
articulate about it,really, and he jumped frem one
thing to another so that on the whole I was“pretﬁy
bewildered, but I did feol dreadfully touched and sad
for him, and foolishly, wholeheartedly anxious to help
him, He said, among other things, that he'd always



been terrified of women until he met me and that
the thought of marriage eort of revolted him, Of
course, he hadn't had to worry about it much as
long as his mother was alive, but now he was utterly
lost, he couldn’t face the loneliness of having no one.
Father Robert had tried to persuade him to join the
Church in some capacity or other, I don't exactly
know what, but he fought shy of this, because he
didn’t feel that he had a genuine vocation o: enough
faith or something. He went on and on rambling -
here and there. One minute he’d be talking about
Father Robert and how wonderful the Church was,
because it knew everything about everyone, and could
solve all problems if only one believed enough. Then
he’d jump back, a long way back, into his childheod
and talk ab>ut & friend he had at his prep school
called Homer—aren't Americans awful giving their
children names like that?——Tomer was apparently
very important, he kept on cropping up. You've no
idea how strange it was sitting there on the sand
with all that emotion and fright and unhappiness
whirling round my head, T was only nineteen and
didn’t understand half of what he was talking abous,
but I do remember feeling pent-up and strained and
rather wanting to sereem, Presently he calmed down
a bit and =zaid something about how terrible it was

~ to live in & world where no one understood you, end
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that Society was made for the normal, ordinary
- people, and there wasn’t any place for the misfita,
 Then, then he asked me to marry him, To do him
justice he was as honest as we could be, He said I
wes the only person he could trust amd that we could
travel and see the world and entertain and have fun.
He didn’t talk about the money side of it, but he
implied a great deal. I knew perfectly well he was
rich, anyhow—"” 8She pansed for a moment and
fumbled in her bag for her handkerchief. “But that
wasn’t why I married him, honestly it wasn't. Of
course it had something to do with it, 1 suppose.
¥Yon eee, I'd been poor all my life, Father’s practice
wasn’t up to much and the idea of having all the
clothes and things that I wanted and being able to
travel, which I’d always longed to do, probably help-
ed a bit, but it waen’t the whole reason or anything
like i%, I swear it wasn’t. The real reason was much
stranger and more complicated and difficult to ex-
plain. On looking back on it, I think I can see it
clearly, but even now I’m not altogether sure. I was
very emotional and romantic and really very nice
inside when 1 was young, far nicer than I am now.
There ought to be a law against bringing children up
to have nice instincts and ideals, it makes some of
the ‘thinss that happen afterwards so much more
-cruelly surprising than they need be. I can see, now,
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that 1 quite seriously married Ellsworth from a sense

of d ty—doing my good deed for the day. Girl Guides
for ever. I knew perfectly well that I didn’t love him,
at least my brain knew it and told me so, but I
didn’t listen and allowed my emotions, my confased,
adolescent, sentimental emotions, %o drag me in the
other direction. I remember forcing myself to imagine
what it would be like, the actual sex part, I meen,
and thinking, quit> blithely, that it would be lovely
and thrilling to lie in Ellsworth’s crms and be a. -
comfort to him and lock after him and stand between

+him and his loneliness. Of course, my imagination

over all this wasn’t very clear, as my eex experience
to dat> had consisted of little more than an unavowed
and besutiful passion for Miss Hilton-Smith, cur
games mistress et St. Mary’s, Plymouth, and a few
daring kisses from a young man at & hunt ball in
Bodmin, Obviously, I hadn’t the remotest idea whkat
I was letting myself in for, so I said ‘Yes’ and two
days later, still in a haze of romantic ard emotionsl
cocfusion, we went off to Nice, without letting any-
one suspect & thing, and were married in some sor$
of office by a men with a goitre.”

Jennifer held out her hand for another eigarette.

I lit one for her and, without laymg a word, waited

for her to go cn.
~ “Then the trouble started.” She gave a slight
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shudder. “I’m not going to tell you all the details,
but it was all very frightening aad horrid and humi- -
liating, I think bumiliating more than anything elze,
After a few weeks, during which time Father had
appeared and Aunt Dora and a very pompous uncle
of Elsworth's, and there had been a seriea of scenss
and discussions and a great deal of strain, Ellsworth
and I went to Rome and stayed there for months. In
due course I was received into the Church. I didn’t -
have much fesling about that one way or another
and Ellsworth was very insistent, so there it was.
We were finally married properly with a great deal
of music and rejoicing and a lot of American-born
Italian Marchesas giving parties for us. As a matter
of fact, old Lily Graziani was one of them, the nicest
one, I'm staying with her now.” She indicated Cap
Ferzat with o vague gesturs. “Then we went away,
practically right round the wo-ld, starting with Boston
and all Ellsworth’s relations. Ob, dear!” she gave a
little lamgh. * That was very tricky, but some of them
were all right. After that, we wen: to Honoulu and
Japan and China, then to India and Egypt and back
to England. That was when we firsi met, wasn’t it,
at the house in Great Cumberland Place? By that
time, of course, I’d become a bit hardened. 1 was no
longer romeantic and innocent and nice. I’d learned a
lot of things, I'd joined the Navy and seen the
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world. All thoss lovely places, all those ehances for
happiness, just cot of reach, thrown away, Dan’t
misunderstand me, it -wasn’t the sex bueiness that
was upeetting me, at least I donm’t think it was. I'd
faced the failure of that ages before. Oh no, it was

 Ellsworth himself, I should have been perfectly happy,

well, if not happy, at. least content, if Ellsworth

~ had played up and been kind and ordinary sxd a

gsy companion, but he didn’t and he wasn’t, I sup-

pose people can’s help being beastly, can they?! It's

someth ng to do with glandular eecretions and environe

- ment and things that happened to you when you

were a child. I can only think that the most peculiar
things certainly happened to Ellsworth when he was

a8 child and his glandular secretions must have been

something fierce. At any rate, 1 hadn’t been with
him long before I knew, beyond a shadow of doubt
that he was a thoroughly unpleasant character. Not in
any way bad in the full sente of the word. Not violent
or sadistic, or going off en dreadful drunks and
coming back and beating me up, Nothing like that,
nothingz nearly so direct. He was far too refined and

carefully cultured, you said it just now, a Leauty

 lover, that’s whaet he was, a hundred per ocont rip-

snorting beauty lover. Oh dear, how can one reconcile
being a beauty lover with being mean, prurient, sulky
and pettishly tyrannioal elmost to a point of maniat
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“The answer is that one can, becanse there are several
sorts of beauty lovers. There are thoss who like kind-
ness and good manners and wide sess and dignity,
.and others who, like Bellini Madonnas and Giottos
‘ and mysticism and incense and being able to recognise,
as publicly as possible, a genuine old this or old
that. I don’t believe it’s enough——"" Jennifer’s voice
rose a little, “I don’t believe it’s enongh, all that
preoccupation with the dead and done with, when
there’s living life all round you and sudden lovely
unéxpe:ted moments to be aware of. Sudden loving
gestures from other people, without motives nothing
to do with being rich or poor or talented or cultured,
Just our old friend human nature at its best! That's
the sort of beauty worth searching for; it may sound
pempous, but I know what I mean. That’s the sorb .
-of beauty lover that counts, I am right, ain’t I! It’s
taken me so meny miserable hours trying to puzzle
things out.” B8he stopped abruptly, almost braathless
and looked at me appealingly. =

“Yes,” I said, “I think you’re right.”

“The trouble with Ellsworth,” she went on more
calmly, “was that he had no love in his heart for
any living soul except himself. Even his mother, who
I suppose meant more to him than snyono else, faded
-quickly out of his memory After the first few weoks
‘he hardly ever referred to her, and if he did it was
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lightly, remotely, as though she had been gomeons of
little importance whom he had once met ard passed
a summer with, If he had been honest with me or
even honest with himself, it would have bLeen
all right, but he was neither. He dealt in lies, ‘
emall, insignificant lies; this was at first, later
the 1lies became bigger and more important, He
made a lot of friends as we pursued our rather
dreary social existence, some of them appeared to be
gemu nely fond of him, at any rate in the Leginning:
others quite blatantly fawned on him for what they
could get out of him, I watched, rather anxiously
sometimes, and ocoasionally tried to warn him. T still
felt there was a chanoe, you know, no¢ of reforming
him, I wasn't as smug as that, but of reaching a
plane of mutual companionship on which we could
both live our own lives and discuss things, and have
a certain amount of fun together without conflict
and irritation and getting on each other’s nerves, But
it wasn’t any use. He distrusted me, principally 1
think because I was a woman, There wasn't anyth ng
to be dome. It was hopeless, Then, after we’d been
married for several years, a silnation occurred. It wes
in New York, we were staying at the Waldorf, and
it was all very unpleasant and nearly developed into
a front-page scandal. I'm a bit vague as to what
actually happened myself there were so many con-
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flicting stories, but anyhow, Ellsworth was black-r

" mailed, and T had to interview strange p ople and tell

a lot of lies, and & lot of morey was handed out and
we sailed, very hurriedly, for FEurope. After that,
tliings were beastlier than ever. He was sulky and
irritable and took to making sarcastic remarks at me
in front of strangers. All the resentment of a weak
nature, that had Leen badly frightened, came %o the
top. Finally, I could bear it no longer and asked him

o divorce me. That was the only time I have ever

‘seen him really furious. He went scarlet in the face

with rage, He was s Catholic and I was a Catholic.
That was that, There could be no .question of such a
thing. Then I lost my head, and told him what I
really thought of him, and that I was perfec.tly sure
thas the Cathclic business was not really the reascn
for his refusal at all, He was really worried about
what people would say; terrified of being lett withons
the nice social buttress of* a wife who could preside
at his tabls, arrive with him at pompous receptions
and fashionable first nights and in faot, usually at
least, cover his tracks. We had a blistering row, and
I left the house, that was the house in. Paris, you
remember it in the Avenue d’lena, and went to Lon-

~ don to stay with Marjori= Bridges. He followed me in

a week, and a series of dreary scenes took place. Le

~sctually cried during one of them, and said that he
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was reaily devoted to me deep down and that he-
would never again dc anything to humiliate me in
any way. 1 think he was honestly dreadfully frighten-.
ed of my leaving him. Frightened of himself, I mean,
that old fear that he had told me about, sitting on
the beach, when he first asked me to marry him.
I gave in in the end. There wasn't anything elte to
do really, And that’s how we are now. He goes off
on his own every now and then and does what he likes,

- bat never for very long. He hasn’t the courage for

real adventure. Then we join up again, and open the
house in * Paris, and give parties, and do everything
that everyome else does. Sometimes we go for »
yachting cruise through the Greek Islands, or up the
Lalmetian cosst or round about here. Actually, I'm
\waiting now for him to come back, and I suppose
we’ll collect: & dozen people that we dom’t care for,
and who don’t care for us, and off we shall go te
Corsica or Mallorca or Tangier. It’s a lovely life.” :
She sat silently for a moment, looking out over
the sea, then she rose to her feet and began to kick

a stone with the toe of her eveming sHoo, “That's

about ell,” she said,

I got up, tco, and we clambered over the wal
and walked slowly over to the car.
“Not quite all,” Isaid mildly, putting the cushions

into the car, “You haven’t yet told me why you were:
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crying.”

“Isn’t that enough?’

“Not quite.”

She got into the car and started fiddling with
the engine. She spoke without looking at me, “I have
never been unfzithful to Ellsworth,” she said in a
dry, flat voice. “I know I could have easily, but it
always seemed to me that it might make the situation
even more squalid than it is already. Anyhow, I have
never found anyone among the people we meet whom
I could love enough to make it worth it. Pérhaps
something will happen some day—I wouldn’t like te
die an old maid.”

She started the car and drove me back to Monte
Cazlo. It was getting quite li_ht and the whole lands-
eape lcoked as though it had been newly washed. She
dropped me at the Hotel de Paris then, just as she
was abous to drive away, she leant over the side of
the car and kissed me lightly on the cheek. She said:
“Thanlk ybu, darling, I’ll be grateful always to you
for having been so really lovingly kind.”

I watched the car until it had turned the corner
and was out of eight,

A
3

“_But a chap’s own chauffeur,” the Major was
eaying. “I mean that really is going too far—"




L

“Where are they now?’ I interrupted. “She and
the chauffeur—did he tell you?”

“Out in Canada, I believe; the man’s a Canadian;
They run a garage or a petrol station or something—
funnily enough, shs wouldn’t take any of old Pon-
gonby’s money, he offered it, cf course, he’s that sort
of chap, you know ‘quixotic’ is that the word?’

“Yes,” I said, ‘“that’s the word.”

The Major collected the photograph albums and
packed them in his suit-case, as he did so he hummed
a tune rather breathily. My mind wens back to that
early. mewly washed morning four years ago—driving
down through the dawn to Monte Carlo. I remem-
bered the emptiness in Jennifer's voice when she said:
“Anyhow, I have mnever found anyone among the
reople we mweet whom I could love enough to make
it worth it—perhaps something will happen some day
—I wculdn’t like te die an old maid.”

The Major straightened himself. “What abcut a
nightcap?” he said,

We wint up on deck. The air was clear end
cdld, and there was hardly any wind, Far away on
the port bow & lighthouse on the French coast flashed
intermittently.

In the smoling-room the Major flung himself,
with a ecertain breezy abandon, into a leather

armchair which growled onder the strain,
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“Fancy you knowing “old Ponsonby,” he said.
“The werld certainly is a very small place. You
know there’s a lot of truth in those old chestnuts
I ncdded absently and lit a cigaretie. He snapyed
his fingers lovdly to attrac: the steward’s attention,
“I shall never forget that mnight as long as 1 live,
seeing that poor chap crying like a kid, absolutely
broken up. It’s a pretty bad show when a man's
whole 1'fe is wrecked by some damned woman. What
I can’t get over—" he leant forward and lowerei his
voice; there was an expression of genuine, ho:rified
bewilderment in hie, by now, slightly blocdshot

‘eytu——“is that she should have gone off with his own

chauffeurt”

“Y suspect,” 1 said gently, “that was why he
was crying.”

“Steward! Two stengahs!’ said the Major.
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