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INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL RESEARCH
A summary of its Work during 1926-1932
[. ORIGIN AND HISTORY

In view of her vast teritory, long historical tradition and the in-
numerable prcblems that have arisen in recent years frem the contact and
conflict between the eastern and western cultures, China offers a rich and
almost unlimited field to students of research into social sciznces. In the
past, China had her problems, from family disintegration to social and
political revolution, which threatened her siability azd existence now and
then in the long life of the nation, but these have hitherto been solved in
her traditional way with the result that she has been able to muddle
through.  As 2 conseauience of the development of world communication
and the invasion of the new indusirial culture which embodies the strength
and prowess of modern powers, however, it becomes evident that the
time-honovred traditions, however valunhle they may have been to the
survival of China in the good old days, will not suffice and may perhaps
needs be eni‘irsly discarded. It ceems necessary therefore that every
phase of her secial, political and cconomic lifs should be examined and
eveluzied anew in the light of the changed conditions. It s then
gradua”y realized that only llxrough social research, in the sense that social
life and institutions are subject to strict scientific scrutiny by legions of
competert social scientists, that we chall be zble to know what is the
matter with our life and institutions, to understand what are the problems
involved, and to see clearly and confidently what should be done with
them. In other words, any attempt at the social, political or economic
reconstructicn of the ancient Empire must be preceded or accompanied by
a scientific understanding of the various aspects of her past and present.

Hence, the claim for the paramount importance of social research in this
country.



Indeed, such a claim for social research our social science students
have not been slow to take heed of. Publicists, professors and students,
no less than private and government institutions, have been busy in recent
years to produce studies of a more or less scientific character with a view
to undarstanding, and suggesting means of solving, our numberless pro-
blems. But meanwhile it has been gradually felt that some kind of
research institute, an organization that devotes itself entirely to research,
might be a worthwhile adventure in this country, seeing that the field is so
extensive and most of the research studies so far attempted at by in-

dividuals and institutions have been very limited in scope, if not altogether

sporadic and uncoordinated.

At this juncture, two donations of funds, one of which was for two
years and the other for three years, were offered by the Institute of Social
and Religious Research, New York City, to the China Foundation for the
Promotion of Education and Culture for ihe purpose of conducting social
investigations in this country. The donations were readily accepted by
the China Foundation at a regular meeting of its Trustees in Peking in
February, 1926, and a Social Research Department to be attached to the
Foundation was accordingly created. Mr. L. K. Tao, then Professor of
Sociology at the National Peking University, was appointed the Secretary
to the newly created Department and was asked to proceed at once with
making the necessary arrangements for its opening. All arrangements
being completed, the Social Research Department was inaugurated on

July Tst 1926.

At the close of the three years’ period, when the Department has
reached the time limit the donated funds allowed for, the Trustegs of the
China Foundation voted at their annual meeting in June 1929 that in view
of the progress the Social Research Department had made in the mean-
time, it should receive continuous support of the Foundation and that with

a view to extending its scope of activities which are much needed in the
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country, it should be reorganized as an independent institution, to be
known as the Institute of Social Research. A Board of Managers was
then appointed to govern the Institute, and Mr. L. K. Tao was made the

Director.

It seems necessary to point out that the reorganization of the Depart-
ment into ar Institute involved no break of its research activities or any
change of its policy. Apart from the creation of the Board of Managers
which is to be the controlling body of the Institute, no fundamental
change was effected in the reorganization. The new Institute may be said
to perpetuaie the life of the former Department under a new name and a
new controlling body, with the possibility that the scope of its research

activities may be greatly widened.

. ORGANIZATION AND THE PERSONNEL

The governing body of the Institute of Social Research is the Board
of Managers which was created in 1929 by the Trustees of the China
Foundation for the Promotion of Education and Culture. The Board
which consists of nine members including two ex-officio members, that 1s,
the Director of the China Foundation and the Director of the Institute,
meets twice a year to pass the yearly budget and to vote on the research
projects, appointments and other matters submitted to it. The Board
member has a term of three years and is eligible for re-appointment by the
Foundation at the nomination of the Board. The members serving on
the Board at present are Messrs. Ta Chen, Y. S. Djang, Ray Fan,
Franklin L. Ho, O. S. Liu, L. K. Tao, V. K. Ting, Shih-tsin Tung
and H. C. Zen.

In the organization of the Institute, there are the Director, whose
function is to direct both research and administration of the institution,

the research staff, the clerical and computing staff, and the administrative
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staff. The research staff consists of research fellows, research associates
and research students, the last being enrolled from those graduates who
expect to gain experience in research on the completion of their university
studies. There are at present one research foliow, twelve research as-

sociates and ten research students whose studies are distributed as follows:

Subject Research staff
Modern Economic History of ChinaH. L. Tang, Y. T. Loc, Tsun Liu,
Industrial Economics T. K. Wu, Shu-hsun Wang,

Clen-chung Wang

Agricultural Economics T. S. Chu, Te-chang Han,
H. C. Cheng, Shou-li Wang

Lzbour Problems Sung-ho Lin, Hsin-chuan Ly,
Toh Woo

Papulation Shih-ta Wang

Foreign Trade Chien Tsat, Yu-kwei Cheng

Public Finance, Banking end K. W. Chen, Chen-hsi Wu,

Currency Chia-chu Chien, Chiu-min Lin
Stctistics Simon Yang
Miscellancous H. Fan, Ping-chun Tsing

There are twenty-one members on the computing staff and six mem-
bers cn the clerical staff. The administrative staff consists of the secretary,
which position is now held by a research associate, an accouniant, a

libranian and seven cletks.

Th= total numbeis of members in the Instituie at present 1s sixty.
II. PREMISES

During the first three years of its existence, the Institute occupied ihe

premises of the China Foundation for the Promotion of Education and
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Culture. In its fourth year, that is 1929, it removed from the
Foundation premises to a small residential house of only ten
rooms. In the cource of time it was found that the house was too small
to accomodate the staff which was then gradually growing. The
Trustees of the China Foundation then decided at a meeting in February
1930 to endow a permanent building to the two research institutes of their
ereation, that is, this Institute and the Fan Memorial lustitute of Biclogy.
The new building which occupies the grounds adjacent to the National
Library of Peiping, was completed in April 1931 and the removal of the
Institute was effected one month later. The new premises are now
shared by the two research institutes mentioned above, this Instiute

occupying its right wing.
IV. RESEARCH WORK OF THE INSTITUTE

During the first thice years of its existance, the Institute devoted itself
mainly to studies relating to labour, such as the cost of living and wages.
Since then the Institute has widened the range of its interasts and year
after year new studies in the field of economics are projected and added
to its working programme. [t mey be sa‘d that as the size of the reseatch
staft gradua”y grows, the number and varlety of research projects has also
increased. At present, the projecis that have engaged the attention of
the Institute may be classificd under nine groups, namely, economic his-
tory, irdusirial econcmics, agricultural economics, foreign trade, finance,
banking and currency, labour problems, population, statistics and mis-
cellaneous. A detailed description of various studics that have been

completed or in the course of preparation is given below:

s

A. Modetn Economic History of China

Studies in this group have been greatly facilitated by our having
access to the Imperial Cabinet Archives which are now in the custody of

the Imperial Palace Museum, Peiping. In the Archives are found
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documents of the Cabinet in the Tsing Dynasty relating to land tax, salt
gabelle, likin, corn prices, foreign trade, and a multitude of other financial
or economic topics, most of which are of inestimable value to the student
of economic history looking for quantitative data to enrich his studies.
About one hundred thousand of these documents have been transcribed
or made abstract of since October 1930 and a good number of them has
also been indexed. It is estimated that it will take two more years to
complete this transcription work. [t may be mentioned that government
documents that would furnish valuable data to Chinese economic history
may also be found in several research and educational institutions in
Peiping and these will no doubt be studied and made use of as soon as

circumstances permit.

Studies relating to Chinese economic history are now issued in
Studies in Modern Economic History of Ching, a semi-annual publica-
tion, of which the first number was published in November 1932. Other

studies under preparation are the following:

1. Statistics of Revenue from the Maritime Customs during the
Last Fifty years of Tsing Dynasty.

2. Statistics of Likin in Tsing Dynasty.
3. A Review of the Salt Gabelle during and after the Reign of
Tao-Kuang.
B. Industrial Economics

Two studies in this group have been published and one study is

now in the early stages of preparation.

1. Economic Development Series. The first bulletin of this series
entitled Iron, Coal and Petroleum in China was published in March
1932, and it will be followed by other bulletins dealing with such topics

as transportation, indemnities and government loans, etc.

2. The Japanese Cotton Textile Industry. This study has its aim
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to describe the development and organization of the Japanese cotton
textile industry, its dependence upon markets in China and other coun-
tries, and its cost of production. The report was published in December

1932,

3. An Investigation of the Principal Industries in China. A
project of investigating into the principal manufacturing industries of this
country has been planned. The Institute is to take up first the cotton
textiles, which may be considered as the most developed factory industry

in this country. The investigation of this industry began November 1932,

C. Agriculture Economics

1. Production and Marketing of Cotton in North China. An in-
vestigation of the production and marketing of coiton in Hopei Province
and the area formerly known as the Metropolitan District was conducted
in 1927. lis findings were published in a book entitled Marketing of
Cotton in Hopei Province. An investigation of a similar nature was

conducted in Shantung Province in the spring of 1932.

2. A Rural Suvey in the Vicinity of Peiping. An investigation
of 200 families in three villages in the vicinity of Peiping was conducted
in 1927 by the students of the social survey class in Yenching University
under the auspices of this Institute, and its findings were later published as
Village Families in the Vicinity of Peiping in 1929.

3. The Rural Economic Conditions of North Chekiang. The in-
vestigation of this project was conducted in 1928 by the Institute of
Social Sciences, Academia Sinica, but the task of analyzing the data and
writing up the report was entrusted to this Institute. The findings were
incorporated in three articles which appeared in the Quarterly Review of

Social Sciences.

4. An Investigation of 2,000 Rural Families in Tsing-Yuan Hsien,

Hopei Province. This investigation was conducted in July 1930 under
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the joint auspices of this Institute and the Institute of Social Sciences,
Academia Sinica. It has been arranged that the latter institution 1s
responsible for analyzing the data and publishing a report of this investiga-

tion.

5. A Rural Economic Survey of Farm Families in Sheng-tse
Hsien, Hopei. Two visits were paid by the staff of this Institute to
Sheng-tse, once in December 1930 and once in March 1931, for the
purpose of investigating into the main aspects of production and con-
sumption in 184 selected farms in three villages. Data of the survey

have been analyzed and will be published in a report.

6. An Investigation of the Village Fairs in Ting Hsien, Hopei.
This investigation was conducted in September 1931 with a view to
studying into the trade in country districts. A report of the investigation

is now under preparation.

7. An Investigation of the Fair of Chinese Medicinal Products at
An Kuo Hsien, Hopei. This investigation was conductied in December
1931 ard a report of it has been published in the Quarterly Review of
Secicl Sciences Vol. 111, Nes. 1-2.

8. An Investigation of the Preduction, Marketing and Con-
sumption of Food Crops in North China. This investigation which wiil
include nine provinces, namelv Hopei, Shantung, Honan, Shansi, Shensi,
Kansu, Jehel, Chahar and Suiyuan, has been under preparation and the

invesiigating staff will start to visit various provinces in February 1933.

9. An Analysis of the Loars made by the Rural Credit Societics
in Hopei Province. This is a study of the loans of a selected number of
rural credit societies in Hopei which have operated under the supervision
of the China International Famine Relief Commission. The study will
emphasize on the amount, the duration and the rate of interest of the

loans.

10. The Law of Diminishing Returns. This study aims at re-
8 —



viewing the origin and development of the law of diminishing returns,
giving as illustrations recent demonstrations in agricultural experiment

stations in western countries.

D. Labour Problems.

1. Chinese Labour Yearbook. The first and second issues of this
yearbook were published in 1928 and 1932 respectively. The Institute
will cease the publication of the yearbook in the future, as it has been
arranged by this Institute with the Department of Labour, Ministry of
Industry, Nanking, that henceforth the latter will be responsible for the

compilation and publication of the subsequent issues of the yearbook.

2. An Analysis of Industrial Disputes in Hopei Province and the
Cities of Peiping and Tientsin, January 1927—June 1928. The result
of this analysis was published in a pamphlet in February 1930.

3. A Short History of International Labour Organization. This
book, dealing with the origin and development of the International

Organization and giving an appraisal of its work, was published in April

1932.

4. A Survey of Factory Workers at Tangku. This inquiry of the
living and woiking conditions of the labourers in the Chiu-Ta Salt
Refining Company and the Pacific Alkali Works, two representative
modern factories in  Tangku, near Tientsin, was conducted in 1927. It

included 100 homes and 200 individuals. A report of the inquiry was
published in 1928.

5. Handicraft Workers in Peiping. In this survey which was
concluded in February 1927, four investigators took part. They visited
500 households and returned an equal number of schedules.

6. The Cost-of-living of Old-style Skilled Workers in Peiping.
The survey which was conducted in 1928 was confined to brick-layers,

—.9-—
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carpenters, painters and paperhangers. Two hundred schedules were
returned and analysed. A report of this and the above-mentioned survey

has been under preparation.

7. Family Budget Inquiries of Labourers and of Primary School
Teachers in Peiping. Budgets of forty-eight workers and of twelve
primary school teachers in Peiping were made a study of in 1927. The
results of this study were published in a bock under the title of Livelihoed
in Peking. The cost of living index numbers for the labouring class in
Peiping which have been published every month since January 1929 were

constructed on the basis of the ﬁgures of these workers’ family budgets.

8. A Family Budget Inquiry of 230 Cotton Mill Workers at
Shanghai. This inquiry which covered a period of 12 months from
November 1927 to October 1928 was conducted under the joint auspices
of this Institute and the Bureau of Markets which is now amalgamated
to the National Tariff Commission, Shanghai. An analysis of the 2,000
accounts collected during the inguiry was published in a volume entitled
A Siudy of the Stardard of Living of Working Families in Shanghai, and
cn the basis of this inquiry were constructed by the National Tariff Com-
missicn the cost of living index numbers for Shanghai workers. Both
the Peiping index numbers mentioned in the foregoing parzgraph and the
Sharghai index numbers have been adopted and published regularly by
the Infernational Labour Review ever since their inception.

9. A Wage Study of Railway Workers in North China. This is
an analysis of the wage records of four railway lines, viz., Peiping-
Liaoning, Peiping-Hankow, Peiping-Suiyuan and Kiaochow-Tsinan.
The period coversd varies according to lines from four to ten years.
The repoit is now under preparation. ‘

10. Wages and Labour Mobility in a Flour Mill in Tientsin.
This study was based on the data collected from one representative flour

mill in Tientsin. Its report was published in December 1930.
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1. Chung Hsing Coal Miners. This study was chiefly based on
the wage records of the Chung Hsing Coal Mine, Shantung. It was
supplemented by data collected by an associate of the lnstitute during his
visit to the mine in July 1931. The report was published in the Quarter-
ly Review of Social Sciences Vol. 1lI, No. 1.

12. Development of the Theory of Wages. This book which has

been completed is now in the hands of the printers.

E. Population.

1. Fstimates of Population in China. This is a critical review of
all the estimates on the population of China made by Chinese and foreign
scholars since the middle of the eighteenth century. It was published in

the Quurterly Review of Social Sciences in five installmenis.

2. A Study of the Minchengpu Census in the years 1909-1911.
As the Minchergpu Census of 1909-1911 has been the basis of almost
all the recent estimates of China’s population and has given rise to
various controversies on the subject, this study attempted to make use of
all the official records relating lo it, so far as have been found available,
with a view to make clear the origin and the actual conditions of its
taking. A review of various estimates in the light of the study was also
made. A report of the study has been published in the latest issues of the
Quarierly Review of Social Sciences.

3. A New Estimate of China's Population. The Institute has
received from time to time population returns from the provincial Depart-
ments of Civil Administration and Municipal Bureaux of Public Safety
of many provinces and municipalities. Attempts have been made to
collect more returns from other local administrations, When the returns
for all the provinces are collected, it will b2 possible to make a new

estimate of China’s population.

P



F. Chind’s Foreign Trade.

1. Statistics of China's Foreign Trade. This study is based mainly
on the data taken from the official publications of the Chinese Maritime
Customs during the last sixty-one years. The commodities have all
been rearranged under a new scheme of classification according to their
character and use. It 1s expected that the results will reveal the change

of the character of China’s foreign trade during the long period.

2. Sino-Japanese Trade during the Last Thirty Years. This is an
investigation of the trade relations between China and Japan, the position
of commodities of one country in the other’s market and also the con-
sequences of the recent boycotts against Japauese goods. The report 1s

in the course of preparation.

3. The Position of Foodstuffs in China’s Foreign Trade during the
Last Two Decades. This study which will be mainly based on the
Maritime Customs publications aims at showing the dependent position of

. . . 13
China in her foodstuffs. The preparation of its report has been begun.

As the above mentioned projects must be carried out with an intimate
knowledge of China’s trade with other countries, it has been found that
archives in the Inspectorate General of the Customs should be corgl}\lt(e‘d.
For this purpose, the research members in charge of the projects have sent
to Shanghai with a view to taking down all the relevant data in the

archives, which are not to be found in the published Refurns.

G. Public Finance, Banking and Currency.

I. Taxation in Peiping. This is a study of about fifty kinds of

national and municipal taxes which have been levied in Peiping since

1910. A report of the study was published in June 1932.
2. A Review of the Fluctuations of the Value of Silver in the
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Last One Hundred Years. This review was published in Quarterly
Review of Social Sciences Vol. 111, No. 3.

3. The Chinese Banks. The main object of this study is to in-
vestigate into the organization of the Chinese banks, their position in the
financial world and the influences they have exerted upon the industries

and the public in general.

4. A Study of Chinese Domestic and Foreign Public Loans and
Indemnities. That part of the study, which deals with domestic loans,
has nearly been completed. It will be published a3 a bulletin in the

China’s Economic Development Series.
H. Statistics

It will be seen that almost every project taken up by this Institute
involves computation and statistical compilation. ~Certain studies of an
essentially statistical character may however be appropriately grouped

together as follows:

1. An Index of the Cost of Living in Peiping. This index, as
has been noted, was constructed on the basis of the family budgetary study
in Peiping. A Monthly Report of the Cost of Living Index Numbers
for Peiping has been published in Chinese and English since January
1929.

2. Methods of Compiling Cost of Living Index Numbers. This
manual which was prepared for the use of those who have charge of
compiling cost of living index numbers in various localities was published
in November 1929.

3. The Making of Index Numbers. This book which was pre-
pared for the use of the students in statistics is a review of more than one
hundred formulae used in constructing index numbers. It was published
in May 1930 and has been adopied for use in several universities.

4. Cartograms. Two sets of cartograms were prepared and printed

in the autumn of 1931 for the benefit of teachers and students who want to




familiarize themselves with charts and graphs. One set illustrating the
economic position of China contains seventy-six graphs, and the other on
the social conditions in Peiping contains twenty. Quantitative data relating
to population, natural resources, industry, commerce, foreign investments,
public finance, taxation, etc. are all represented in attractive charts and

graphs.
5. Yearbook of Chinese Statistics. In this yearbook will be in-

cluded all thestatistical figures available, relating to economic conditions
of this countrv. The compilation of the book is under way and its first

issue will be published in the summer of 1933.

[. Miscellaneous.

1. An Introduction to the Methods of Social Surveys. This book
was prepared with a view to introducing the technique of social surveys
to the Chirese public. It was published by the Commercial Press,
Shanghai, in October 1927 and has run to two editions. It is sad to
record that when the manuscript for the third revised edition was in the
hands of the Press for printing, it was destroyed together wtih the Press
in a fire during the Japanese invasion and bombardment of Chapei, Shang-
hai.

2. The Position of Woman in Chinese Law. This is a carefully
written treatise prepared by a graduate in law of the National Peking
University who entered into competition for a prize offered by this In-
stitute. it was published in 1927,

3. An Analysis of 2,300 Case Work Records of the Social Service
Depsriment of Peking Union Medical College. The report of this ana-
lysis was published in the Quarterly Review of Social Sciences Vol. 1,
No. 3.

V. PUBLICATIONS

The studies of this Institute are all published in Chinese. FEfforts
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have however been made to bring out English translation in full or in part
of some of the studies. Publications in English are in two series, namely,
monograps and bulictins, and their titles are given below.
Monographs :
1. Livelihood in Peking.
2. Factory Workers in Tangku.
3. A Siudy of the Stardard of Living of the Working
Families in Shanghai.
Bulletins :
An Index of the Cost of Living in Peiping.
Villuge Fomilies in the Vicinily of Peiping.

Marketing of Collon in Hopei Province.

Bow =

An Aralysis of Labour Disputes in Hopei Province
and the cities of Peiping and Tienlsin.
5 An Analysis of 2,330 Case Work Records of the So-
cial Service Depariment, Peiping Unicn Medical
College.
6. Wages and Lcbour Mobility of a Flour Mill in
Tientsin.
Oiher publications in English are in the course of preparation and it

is hoped that in the future all the pertinent studies will be made available

in English, at least in abstract.

Chinese publications of this Institute are of four kinds, namely,
monographs, bulletins, yearbooks and periodcals. To date, eleven mono-

graphs have been published, and their titles are as follows :
| An Introduction to the Metheds of Social Surveys.
2 The Position of Woman in Chinese Law.
3. Village Families in the Vicinily of Peiping.
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4. The Production and Marketing of Cotton in the Province
of Hopei.,

Factory Workers in Tanghu.

Livelihood in Pecking,

Methods of Compiling Cost of Living Index Numbers.
The Making of Index Numbers,

A Study of the Standard of Living of the Working
Families in Shanghai.

R

10. A Short History of Internatioral Labour Organization.
11.  Taxation in Peiping.

Bulletins which are of shorter length are arranged according to topics
in series. At present there is the China’s Economic Development Series,
in which the first bulletin published in 1932 bears the title of Iron, Coal
and Petroleum in China.

Chinese Labour Yearbook has appeared in two issues. The first, a
bulky tome of 1,400 pages, was published in 1928 and the second which
is one half of the size of the first was published in 1932.

There are at present three periodicals published by the Institute.

The Quarterly Review of Social Sciences which took the place of the
Monthly Bulletin of Social Research formerly appearing every fourth
.daturday from April to December 1929 in the Ta-kung-pao (L’ Impartial),
a Tieatsin daily of wide circulation, began publication in March 1930
and has now completed its third volume. Of the articles in its various

issues. the following may be mentioned:

a. Estimates of Population of China by Foreign and Chinese
Authors: A Critical Review.

b. A Sociological Study of 1,000 Soldiers of a Brigade in
Shansi.
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¢. An Analysis of the Case Work Records of the Social Ser-
vice Department, Peiping Union Medical College.

d. A Survey of the Standard of Living Studies of the Chinese
Working Class.

e. A Statistical Summary of Fees Paid for the Title of the
Imperial Academy Scholar (Chien-Seng) in Various
Provinces during the Tao-Kuang Period (1821-
1850).

f. Wages and Labour Mobility in a Flour Mill in Tientsin.

On Partition Numbers.

A Report on the Miners of Chung Hsing Coal Mine,
Shantung.

i. A Report of An Investigation into the Fair of Chinese Me-
dicinal Products at An Kuo Hsien, Hopei.

j. An Analysis of Loan Institutions in the Villages of West |
Chekiang., Y
k. The Minchengpu Census of 1909-1911: A New Study l
Based on Recently Discovered Documents. 4

l. The Price of Silver, A Review of Its Fluctuations,1833-
1931. |

m. The Evolution of The Land System of the Unifed States.

The Studies in Modern Economic History of China which is a half- :
yearly publication began its first number in October 1932, The following

articles have appeared in this issue:

a. The Likin: its Origin end its Early Theoretical Basis.

b. A Statistical Summary of the Sino-Liukiv Trade (1521-
1875).

c. The Tsungli-Yamen and its Expendilure (1861-1884).



d. The Significance of the Voyage of Lord Ambherst to North
China Ports,

The Monthly Report of the Cost of Living Index Numbers for Pei-
ping first appeared in January 1929, and has now completed its fourth

volume.

VI. THE LIBRARY

Like the Institute, its library has a very modest beginning. But as
will be shown from the following table on the accession of books of the
past years, the growth of the library has been rapid and encouraging.
[rideed, the collection of publications in the library at present is still very
meagre but this is somewhat compensated by its quality, for the library,
being developed as a special library, has devoted itself particularly to ac-
cession publications and records, indispensable to social scientists, some of
which are not to be found in any other library in this country. Among the
valuable collections may be mentioned the records transcribed from the
Palace Museum Archives, which form the only duplicate copies of that
collection, treasured by students of financial and economic history of China
as the basic and trustworthy materials of their studies; the complete collec-
tion of five editicns of Hwei-tien, an encyclopaedia of social and eco-
nomic institutions, published in 1690, 1732, 1764 1818 and 1903; the
complete files of certain Chinese and foreign periodicals which are now

considered to be rare. The accession of books during the last six years

follows :
Year Number of Volumes

Chinese and Japanese European Total
1926-1927 188 242 430
1927-1928 104 245 349
1928-1929 99 320 419
1929-1930 358 511 869
1630-1931 435 734 1,169
1931-1932 4,887 648 5,535
Total . . . 6,071 2,700 8*,7'7{
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That the Library should have such a rapid growth has been due of
course mainly to the generosity of the great number of institutions and in-
dividuals in their donation of publications. To these institutions and in-

dividuals the Institute must tender its sincere thanks.

It is necessary also to mention and express our thanks to various
libraries which have given ungrudgingly every facility to the research staff
of this Institute in the using and loaning of their books. Among others,
the National Library of Peiping and the Libraries of Tsinghua University,
National Peking University, College of Chinese Studies, Peiping Union
Medical College, Fu Jen University and Yenching University must be
mentioned, and above all, the Chinese Social and Political Association
has kindly put its Library at the disposal of the research staff of this
Institute, whenever occasion demands the use of it. It seems impossible
for the work of this Institute to go on, with its very limited number of
books in possession, if the timely and ungrudging aid of these libraries

were not always forthcoming to supply books and periodicals for use.
VII. COOPERATION WITH THE OTHER INSTITUTIONS

It has always been the the policy of this Institute to secure coopera-
tion between this Institute and other organizations with a view to getting
into contacts with a wider world and stark realities and offering wherever
possible its services to the public through research. And it is happy for
this Institute to record that it has been able to cooperate in one form or
another with many institutions and organizations in this country and abroad.
For instance, for conducting its investigations, the Institute has secured
active cooperation from many industrial concerns, such as the Chiu-Ta Salt
Refinery, the Pacific Alkali Works, the Chung Hsing Coal Mine, Hour
and a great number of cotton mills in North China. Several studies pub-
lished by this Institute have been made possible, s have been noted in the
foregoing pages, through the active participation of the Institute of Social

Sciences, Academia Sincica, the Nankai Institute of Economics, the Na-
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tional Peking University and Yenching University. During 1931, papers
were contributed by the staff of this Institute to two international bodies,
namely, the International Industrial Relations Association and the In-
stitute of Pacific Relations. Among the government institutions to which
this Institute has offered its services may be mentioned the North China
River Commission, Tientsin, the Directorate of Statistics, Nanking, and
the Ministry of Industry, Nanking. On the whole, it is gratifying to note
that applications from government and private institutions for information,
guidance and cooperation have recently been more frequent, the result of
which is that the research work of this Institute has been greatly enriched
and stimulated. It is, therefore, not too much to hepe that if the present
tendency of contact-making continues, this Institute will be the better to

develop its work and to devote its services to the public.

—_— 20 —



