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Kefalonian dialect

• Kefalonia (Κεφαλονιά) is the 
largest of the seven Ionian 
islands (also known as the 
Heptanese, from north to 
south: Corfu, Paxi, Lefkas, 
Ithaca, Kefalonia, Zante, 
Kythira)

• Population (2011): 35,801

• Centuries of Venetian etc. 
rule

• Became part of the modern 
Greek state in 1864



Kefalonian dialect

• School year 2014-15: we created the 
“Kefalonian dialect” category on Wiktionary

• Class comprised only three students, one did 
all the work: a 55-year-old assistant nurse 
added 50 words she had collected mainly 
from elderly patients at the general hospital

• See etherpad for links to conference paper 
(2015) and Education Newsletter article 
about Kefalonian quiz project (2016) 



Kefalonian dialect

• You will now watch a typical conversation 
between two natives in the center of 
Argostoli, the island’s capital. 

• To speakers of Italian in the audience: pay 
close attention! I will need a volunteer in the 
third part of my presentation ☺



“Kefalonian dialect 101” ☺

https://youtu.be/lZTAfL4SIbM

https://youtu.be/lZTAfL4SIbM


Wikitherapy: Why?

• Because "The test of a 
civilization is in the way it 
cares for its helpless 
members." Pearl S. Buck

• Because patients usually have 
an asset the “healthy” usually 
do not: FREE TIME

• Because some patients have 
word and language 
obsessions that seem odd by 
“normal” standards: a perfect 
fit for Wikimedia standards! 
(need proof? Name one other 
organization that uses the 
suffix –mania for their main 
conference ;-) 



Wikitherapy: Who?

• Dimitris (User:Jim Vallianos) 
has made over 1000 edits to 
Greek Wiktionary in a year. It 
started out as an odd 
compulsive habit: writing lists 
of words and their 
translations on paper

• Evangelia adds quotes to 
Greek Wikiquote. She is often 
the only editor for days in a 
row. It started with her 
fondness for posting quotes 
to Facebook. 

• The other participants 
contributed to group projects 
on local heritage.



Wikitherapy: Where?

Argostoli Mental Health Day Center (Wiktionary, 
Wikquote, Commons, Wikipedia)

Buenos Aires Alvear Hospital (Wikiquote)
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Open-source language projects: 
fun with MIT AppInventor

• MIT App Inventor is an intuitive, 
visual programming environment 
that allows everyone to build 
fully functional apps for Android 
smartphones and tablets.

• Those new to MIT App Inventor 
can have a simple first app up 
and running in less than 30 
minutes.

• Thousands of projects with CC-
licensed code available in the ai2 
Gallery (e.g. search term 
“language” returns 292 results!)

• The Greek Ministry of Education 
has included App Inventor in its 
10th Grade Computer Science 
Curriculum.



Remember the video of the two Kefalonians? Let’s see 
what you’ve learned about their dialect!

• The quiz is based on a Kefalonian -> Greek 
quiz built by my 2015-16 students. We used a 
coding demo on YouTube for inspiration and 
devised a 10-question quiz with words 
commonly used in Kefalonia and the Ionian 
islands but not in the rest of Greece

• This is a Kefalonian -> English quiz focusing 
on 10 words with Italian origin. Any 
volunteers?



Logging on to the AppInventor
programming environment is easy… 

all you need is a Google account.

http://ai2.appinventor.mit.edu

http://ai2.appinventor.mit.edu/


Thanks and hope you 
enjoyed my presentation!

• Feel free to reach out to me if you 
are interested in trying out my 
ideas…

• Building language projects is 
important… 

• Building social equality into 
language projects is beneficial to 
all, because…

• “What are we if we don’t try to 
help others? We’re nothing… 
nothing at all”

Henry Marsh, Neurosurgeon
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