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Montenegrin Wikipedia Project Timeline

● Content creation started at 2017, and the proposal was made following the official recognition of 
the Montenegrin language with an ISO 639 code.

● The project request was not accepted by LangCom due to “insufficient language differences” 
compared to existing Wikipedias.

● Another discussion was initiated in January 2018 to address the rejection.
● Since then the project has been placed “on hold,” awaiting a final decision from LangCom.

https://incubator.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wp/cnr/Po%C4%8Detna_stranica
https://iso639-3.sil.org/code/cnr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISO_639
https://meta.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Requests_for_new_languages/Wikipedia_Montenegrin_5&#Second_discussion
https://meta.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Requests_for_new_languages/Wikipedia_Montenegrin_5&#Second_discussion


Project Status

● The project is blocked by a filter that prevents the creation of new pages. (screenshot)
● The application of this filter was neither announced nor explained.
● Despite this, the request page still advises, “Content must still be created…”.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Requests_for_new_languages/Wikipedia_Montenegrin_5#Proposal


CNR Project Stats and Facts

Contributor Engagement:
● Over 50 editors with 10+ edits each.
● Five editors with 500+ edits.

Content Creation:
● More than 2,000 pages with unique Montenegro-related content.

Impact of Disabling:
● The majority of contributors have become inactive since the project was halted.

https://meta.toolforge.org/catanalysis/index.php?cat=0&title=Wp/cnr&wiki=incubatorwiki


Current user experience

● Unaware of the restrictions, a contributor may attempt to add a page to the CNR test project, only to 
receive a confusing error message.

● If they seek help on official channels, it's unlikely they'll receive a response.
● Even when responses are provided, they offer no further explanation beyond what is shown in the 

following screenshot.

https://incubator.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Incubator%3AAdministrators%27_noticeboard&diff=5774565&oldid=5774366&diffmode=source


Key Actions Taken by Advocates for the CNR Project

All of the following actions were unsuccessful
1. Efforts for Clarification:
● Reached out to LangCom through official forums for clarification on the project's status, 

decision-making process and past actions.
2. Mailing List Engagement:
● Attempted to participate in discussions about deleting the project on the LangCom mailing list.
● Sought an explanation for why participation was not approved.

3. Direct Outreach:
● Contacted individual LangCom members directly with the same letter (no responses were 

received).
4. High-Level Advocacy (With the CEE Hub aid):
● Reached out to Marianna Iskander, the Wikimedia CEO, to escalate the issue and seek 

intervention.
● Presented the issue to high-level Wikimedia staff at meetings.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jWWmBq6_TlxUQfkg0RnrjG_huZpYsuMSyEaLEQ8C7Wc/edit
https://lists.wikimedia.org/hyperkitty/list/langcom@lists.wikimedia.org/thread/4HP2AZ2OABBUSSSJIUDGGLB4QDLE42AM/#R65XLAI4JY2SJQYJH565RSV5S63ZJ76B
https://lists.wikimedia.org/hyperkitty/list/langcom@lists.wikimedia.org/thread/ZFGSVBD45SV2KRJ4Z4QLNX32XHOQRIWL/#ZFGSVBD45SV2KRJ4Z4QLNX32XHOQRIWL
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jWWmBq6_TlxUQfkg0RnrjG_huZpYsuMSyEaLEQ8C7Wc/edit
https://lists.wikimedia.org/hyperkitty/list/langcom@lists.wikimedia.org/message/TBB2WOT66GZ3CUO7GYV7L7EPH5YLW675/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Language_committee#Transparency


Roundtable Goals

We need your help with new ideas and input on actions that can:
1. Ensure transparency and discussion

● Obtain clear answers about the decisions and actions taken regarding the CNR test project.
● Start a discussion about LangCom’s criteria being in line with Wikimedia's mission and 

Wikipedia's purpose.
● Start a discussion about the CRN test project's future and explore ways to include Montenegrin 

volunteers.
   2.      Push for a final decision

● Secure a final decision on the project request within a reasonable timeline.



Thanks!
Live long and prosper 🖖 


