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Wiki in Africa

Non profit association based in Cape Town (SA)

Financial and legal structure that operates 
global initiatives in support of the WikiAfrica 
movement

APG by Wikimedia Foundation + other funders.

Links

● Website: www.wikiinafrica.org
● Youtube channel
● Wiki in Africa on Twitter
● Wiki in Africa on Facebook

Wiki In Africa’s mission is to rebalance the type 
and diversity of information and 
perspectives that are available online about 
and from Africa, using Wikipedia and the 
Wikimedia projects, as a platform for the 
dissemination of this information to multiple 
peoples residing on and off the continent.

In short, it is to help people and organisations 
create and preserve open knowledge, and to 
help provide easy access for readers to 
knowledge and perspectives relating to 
Africa.

http://www.wikiinafrica.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyG_DCysivx59E2olI_BEcQ
https://twitter.com/WikiAfrica
https://facebook.com/WikiAfrica


Wiki in Africa



Funding partners, collaboration and support

● Wikimedia Foundation   (APG)
● Orange Foundation
● Goethe Institut
● Creative Commons
● Ynternet.org
● Wikimedia Switzerland
● Wikimédia France
● Wikimedia Sweden
● SUPSI
● Unite4Heritage, UNESCO
● Moleskine Foundation

● AfroCROWD User Group
● WikiGap
● AfLIA's : Liberating knowledge project
● Histropedia
● Simon's Town Museum
● American Corner, Cape Town Library, Cape Town
● The Algerian Wikimedians User Group
● Wikimédiens du Bénin User Group
● Brazil: Afrotometria • Di Jejê • foto.wiki.br
● Wikimedia Community User Group Botswana
● Wikimedia Community User Group Burundi
● Wikimedia Côte d'Ivoire
● Wikimedians of Cameroon User Group
● Wikimedia Community User Group Tchad
● Egypt Wikimedians User Group
● Ghana: Wikimedia Ghana User Group • Open Foundation West Africa
● Planning Wikimedia Community User Group Gambia
● Wikimedia Community User Group Guinea Conakry
● Wikimedia volunteers in Kenya
● Other gender gap related organisations

Outdated actually….

https://wikimediafoundation.org/
https://www.fondationorange.com/en
https://www.goethe.de/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://ynternet.org/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_CH
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikim%C3%A9dia_France
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Sweden
http://www.supsi.ch/
https://www.unite4heritage.org/
https://moleskinefoundation.org/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/AfroCROWD_User_Group
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/WikiGap
https://web.aflia.net/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Project/AfLIA/Wikipedia_in_African_Libraries
http://histropedia.com/
https://www.simonstown.com/museum/index.html
https://www.americanspacesza.org/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Algeria
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikim%C3%A9diens_du_B%C3%A9nin_User_Group
https://www.instagram.com/afrotometria
https://coletivodijeje.com.br/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Foto.wiki.br
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Community_User_Group_Botswana
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Community_User_Group_Burundi
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_C%C3%B4te_d%27Ivoire
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedians_of_Cameroon_User_Group
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Community_User_Group_Tchad
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Egypt_Wikimedians
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Ghana_User_Group
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Open_Foundation_West_Africa
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Planning_Wikimedia_Community_User_Group_Gambia
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Community_User_Group_Guinea_Conakry
https://www.wikiloveswomen.org/about-the-project/partners/


Why we started Wiki Loves Women…

Coverage of biographies on WikiData per gender and per culture in 2018; 
Source:http://wigi.wmflabs.org/gender-by-culture.html
image : @Wiki In Africa CC-BY-SA 4.0

http://wigi.wmflabs.org/gender-by-culture.html


Wiki Loves Women activates, trains and encourages women 
across Africa to seize their own agency to address the persistent 
systemic bias that exists about African women online and in the 
media. 

Focus:

● Celebrate Africa’s Women  
● Digital Skills Transfer
● Cultural Inspiration 
● Community and Leader Development 

Wiki Loves Women



How  ?
Using the GLAM model that works with Civil Society, Media and Education 
organisations in focus countries

With whom  ?



“The gender digital divide gap is too wide, we need more female role models 
and ambassadors to encourage young girls to come into the STEM field.” 

- Abisoye Ajayi GirlsCoding, Nigeria

https://www.itu.int/en/action/gender-equality/Documents/GDD%20Mapping%20-%20Presentation%20(1).pdf




How we have tackled the Gender Gap ‘til 2020

● 8 country-focused interventions
● 78 partnering organisations
● 1922+ articles created or edited
● 2081+ photos uploaded, and counting ...
● 123 events held 
● 46 members in local teams
● 22 of team female
● 1501 participants
● 42.25% participants female
● Post project, sustained activity in 5 countries
● Allied Wiki Loves Women project created in 

India

6 online global challenges held

2 supporters (so far): 
Goethe-Institut 
Wikimedia Foundation





Gender Gap projects and initiatives

#Wiki4WomenWiki
Women
in Red

Art+Feminism



The Future of Wiki Loves Women ?

We are exploring how to extend Wiki Loves Women to countries across Africa:

● online and in-person MOOC training

● developing event toolkits for organisers and civil society organisations

● microfunding grant system for events

● Focus group for learning and sharing

● Inspiring Women Podcast

● continued to support all existing gender-focused initiatives across Africa.



Why WLW Focus Groups
● Develop a slow, manageable, collaborative, consultative and supportive programme 

● Provide knowledge, theoretical information, practical application and programme 
development support 

● Inform and support Focus members to put skills and knowledge into action: 
○ in the form of content expansion and creation directly on Wikipedia, Wikidata 

and Wikimedia Commons, and 
○ in the development of realistic interventions that are adapted to their unique 

situations, limitations and resources. 

● Build a nurturing, self-sustaining and supportive regional network.
● Share this model with communities across Africa to grow and develop the 

gender-equity space



What are your needs and expectations
● What’s your situation ? (network, resources, reach)

● What are you hoping to achieve with the programme?

● What challenges do you think you could encounter?

● Who or how do you think this will get supported?



What WLW Focus programme involves
1. Monthly online Focus Group meetings:  

a. an informal discussion space that promotes knowledge transfer, 
two-way engagement and will be fully participatory.

b. topics of each discussion will be decided by the small group, prior to 
the meeting, but can range from gender-equity in the open 
movement, to leadership skills, partnership development, etc.

2. One-on-one mentorship - with an experienced Wikimedian;
3. A Focus Group telegram group for collective support
4. Participation in the beta testing of the Wiki Loves Women MOOC in late 

2021. 
5. Other opportunities, as they arise.



Expectations of the Focus members
1. Attend and actively participate in all Focus Group Sessions.
2. Engage with your Mentor.
3. Engage with and support Focus Group members via the Telegram group and other 

means.
4. Create a Wiki Loves Women programme within your country, activating your 

community around gender-equity events, drives or activities, by: 
a. Provide at least 2 training sessions and 2 editing sessions with your 

community;
b. Host the #SheSaid drive to celebrate notable local women, with the 

expectations of in-person contribution events.
5. [if necessary] apply to the Wikimedia Foundation for a Rapid Grant to support this 

community activity.


