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Agenda

• Welcome and poll

• About CDKN and our Wikipedia journey 

- Emma Baker, SouthSouthNorth

• Wikipedia for researchers, practitioners and communicators 

- Sumana Banerjee, Jadavpur University

• Wikipedia, environmentalism and the open knowledge 
movement

- Subodh Kulkarni, Centre for Internet and Society

• Wikipedia coverage of climate adaptation and editing 101

- Alex Stinson, Wikimedia Foundation

• Next steps and closing 
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 CDKN Knowledge Accelerator
Linking knowledge and action on climate change

We tailor the wealth of knowledge on climate change
• to match developing country needs,

• support collaboration and learning, 

• and empower climate leaders and champions.

©DFID India
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 Africa edit-a-thon

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZVgwBMQ1-I
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 Guide for climate professionals

www.cdkn.org/wikipedia



Climate and Development Knowledge Network  |  www.cdkn.org  6

 Wiki4Climate edit-a-thon



Wikipedia for climate change researchers, 
practitioners and communicators

Sumana Banerjee



Wikipedia editing : a 
world of opportunities 

for the climate change 
community 



Hello!
I am Sumana Banerjee

I am a Project Manager and a Researcher on 
Climate Change. 
Based out of Jadavpur University, and currently 
working on the UKRI-GCRF Living Deltas Hub, my 
study area is the Indian Sundarban delta
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Process of 
Editing during 
Wiki4Climate
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Before the event
￮Intimidating
￮Guidance provided through Guidebook

Well planned across stages

During the event
￮Easy, quick, and rewarding
￮Guidance provided in real-time 
￮Live demonstration of editing 
￮Etiquette to avoid “edit-wars”
￮Communication is the key
￮Round-the-clock guidance from mentors on Slack 
workroom
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What did I 
edit?
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Valuable for different groups
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Researchers
￮Increase citations (own and peers)
￮Opportunity to update new evidence faster

Managers
￮Extension of succinct report writing
￮Research findings in a nutshell

Communicators
￮Easy communication to a wider audience
￮Flexibility of communication across languages



Local evidences on a 
global platform

￮ Climate Change Adaptation
￮ Gender and Climate Change
￮ Gendered impacts of Cyclones
￮ Indian Sundarban delta
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Why Wikipedia 
for Climate 
Change?
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EMPOWERED
To make knowledge more accessible

To highlight local evidences
To give back to Wikipedia
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Thanks!
Any questions?
You can find me at
￮@SumanaB2401 (Twitter)
￮sumana.ju.ld@gmail.com



Wikipedia, environmentalism and the 
open knowledge movement

Subodh Kulkarni 
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Wikimedia projects for Community based 
Environmental Documentation &  Social Audit 
To address the important challenge of climate change and sustainable 
development, we need substantial, good quality and reliable information on 
issues pertaining to the environment, livelihoods and public health.

Develop a methodology for generating open, publicly accessible knowledge 
databases through broad participation of local people from all segments of the 
society. The methodology is as follows -

● Working directly with people in their own languages, as well with networks of 
civil society organizations with environmental concerns and Government 
departments

● Involving educational institutions
● Organizing reliable datasets generated in a transparent fashion, making them 

available to the public through Wikimedia projects & other websites
● Original observations on the focal themes of this project, in the form of 

narratives, text, quantitative data, images and video-clips
● To facilitate the process, the project would develop an appropriate framework in 

the form of training material such as powerpoint presentations & video tutorials
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Environmental documentation initiatives on Wiki

● Project Jalbodh (Water knowledge repository on Wiki) :
Partnerships to build knowledge about water issues, status of 
rivers, laws & regulations on water etc. - 
Exploring Wikimedia platforms in Dialogue on the Urban Rivers of 
Maharashtra

Workshop of river activists at Tarun Bharat Sangh, Bhikampura, Rajasthan

Wikimedia Workshop on Rivers under Project Jalbodh
Partnerships under Project Jalbodh - Knowledge resource on Water

● Documentation of natural disasters - 
2019 flood in Sangli 
2021 floods in Satara

● Thematic Workshops - Women's workshop on Climate change

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Exploring_Wikimedia_platforms_in_Dialogue_on_the_Urban_Rivers_of_Maharashtra
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Exploring_Wikimedia_platforms_in_Dialogue_on_the_Urban_Rivers_of_Maharashtra
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Workshop_of_river_activists_at_Tarun_Bharat_Sangh,_Bhikampura,_Rajasthan
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CIS-A2K/Events/Wikimedia_Workshop_on_Rivers_under_Project_Jalbodh
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CIS-A2K/Events/Partnerships_under_Project_Jal_Bodh_-_Knowledge_resource_on_Water
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:2019_flood_in_Sangli
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:2021_floods_in_Satara
https://mr.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E0%A4%B5%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%95%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%AA%E0%A5%80%E0%A4%A1%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%AF%E0%A4%BE:%E0%A4%B5%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%A4%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B5%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%A3_%E0%A4%AC%E0%A4%A6%E0%A4%B2_%E0%A4%B8%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%AA%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%A6%E0%A4%A8_%E0%A4%95%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%AF%E0%A4%B6%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B3%E0%A4%BE_-_%E0%A5%AD_%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%9A_%E0%A5%A8%E0%A5%A6%E0%A5%A8%E0%A5%A6
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Environmental documentation initiatives on Wiki

● Content enrichment on environmental issues : Relicensing of 
books on community forest management, Biodiversity 
conservation & sustainable harvesting of forest produce - 
Category:Books published by Vrikshamitra

● Content enrichment on Water issues : Relicensing of books on 
rivers, water acts & policies, environmental issues etc - 
Category:Books published by Tarun Bharat Sangh, India

● Content generation on biodiversity - 
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CIS-A2K/Events/Content_generation_works
hops_with_Maharashtra_Gene_Bank_project_team 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Books_published_by_Vrikshamitra
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Books_published_by_Tarun_Bharat_Sangh,_India
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CIS-A2K/Events/Content_generation_workshops_with_Maharashtra_Gene_Bank_project_team
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/CIS-A2K/Events/Content_generation_workshops_with_Maharashtra_Gene_Bank_project_team
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Some images….



Wikipedia coverage of climate 
adaptation and editing 101
Alex Stinson, Wikimedia Foundation

Twitter: @Sadads
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What do we know so far?
● 3,470+ articles on English 
● 7 language Wikipedias 

organizing content groups
● Community group forming 

around Wikimedians for 
Sustainable Development
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2 years = ~ 250 million pageviews of 
climate-specific content on English 
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Wikipedia articles explicitly about climate change topics in  
one year

English Wikipedia Pageviews: 125 million(~ 40%)
Other Wikipedia Pageviews : 166 million(~ 60%) 
# of articles across language: 18478 (at time ~3000 were 
English)

What kind of scale of impact are we talking 
about?
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What about the millions of other pageviews to paragraphs or sections also about climate 
change?
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     Wikipedia
What exactly is it, anyway??? 
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Wikipedia is a multilingual, web-based, free encyclopedia based on a 
model of openly editable content. It is the largest and most popular 
general reference work on the Internet. [Wikipedia] is supported by the 
Wikimedia Foundation, a non-profit organization which operates on 
money it receives from donors.

From Wikipedia (en)

What is Wikipedia?
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Wikipedia Policies

 (N)otability - significant independent sources -> 
encyclopedic relevance

 (V)erifiability - Use reliable sources to reference 
information

 (NOR) No original research - point to existing 
authoritative opinions

 (NPOV) Neutral Point of View - summarize the key 
points
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What exactly would a good edit 
look like? 
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Petroleum
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Benin City 

34



What was it you showed us?
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Edit buttons 
Edit = Visual Editor, Edit Source = Code

Edit w/ Visual Editor = What you see is what you get (mostly)
1. Locate article on work list 

2.  Select ‘Edit’ to use Visual Editor, ‘Edit Source’ for Source editing 
3. Unsure if you are in Visual Editor? 

Select the Pencil (red arrow), select ‘Visual editing’
4. Edit as you would in a word processor

Formatting buttons
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Cite your sources
1. Place cursor in desired location, select ‘Cite’

2. Follow prompts 



Climate and Development Knowledge Network  |  www.cdkn.org  38

Adding Sections
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Adding Sections
1. Place cursor    2.    Select ‘Paragraph’    3.    Select ‘Heading’

New section with heading
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40

Create links between articles
1. Select text     2.    Select link icon     3.    Select article and ‘Done’
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Join us for editing!
https://w.wiki/356S
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