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Introduction
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Sister Projects: 
MediaWiki-based projects 
supported by the 
Wikimedia Foundation 
additionally to Wikipedia



● Wikimedia Foundation’s definitions and descriptions of each 
current Wikimedia Project:
○ https://wikimediafoundation.org/our-work/wikimedia-pr

ojects 
● Complete list of current Wikimedia projects:

○ https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Complete_list_of_Wiki
media_projects

Sister Projects: description
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https://wikimediafoundation.org/our-work/wikimedia-projects/#a1-reference
https://wikimediafoundation.org/our-work/wikimedia-projects/#a1-reference
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Complete_list_of_Wikimedia_projects
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Complete_list_of_Wikimedia_projects


● Other language Wikipedias and/or other language 
Wikisources
○ French Wikisource
○ Spanish Wikipedia

● WikiProject Military History on English Wikipedia
● WikiProject Sum Of All Paintings (SOAP) on Wikidata

Sister Projects: what they are NOT
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Past
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Sister Project openings: increasing time between them 
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Proposals for closure
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Wikispecies – 
speedy rejected 
as out of scope
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Proposals for closure – mainly Wikipedias and Wikinews by 
Language Committee



● Proposals are submitted via a page on Meta.
● The Board of Trustees approves the new 

Sister Project’s opening.
● The earliest “in progress” proposal is from 

2010.
● After the current “procedure” suspension in 

March 2023, two more projects were 
submitted.

Lifecycle process (or lack thereof)
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Present
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● Established April 2023
● Participants:

○ 6 Board members: Esra'a Al Shafei, Lorenzo Losa, Mike 
Peel, Nataliia Tymkiv, Rosie Stephenson-Goodknight, 
Victoria Doronina

○ 5 Volunteer Advisory Members (selected via an 
application on Meta): Billinghurst, Galahad, Kasyap, Noé, 
SJ 12

WMF Community Affairs Committee/
Sister Projects Task Force



• Initial draft, published on Meta: 
• https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation

_Community_Affairs_Committee/Procedure_for_Sibling
_Project_Lifecycle 

• Public consultation period: April - May 2024
• Public discussion at Wikimania: August 2024
• Revised procedure:

• https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation
_Community_Affairs_Committee/Procedure_for_Sibling
_Project_Lifecycle/revised 

• Revised procedure approved by WMF Community Affairs 
Committee: September 2024 13

Lifecycle procedure

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation_Community_Affairs_Committee/Procedure_for_Sibling_Project_Lifecycle
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation_Community_Affairs_Committee/Procedure_for_Sibling_Project_Lifecycle
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation_Community_Affairs_Committee/Procedure_for_Sibling_Project_Lifecycle
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation_Community_Affairs_Committee/Procedure_for_Sibling_Project_Lifecycle/revised
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation_Community_Affairs_Committee/Procedure_for_Sibling_Project_Lifecycle/revised
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation_Community_Affairs_Committee/Procedure_for_Sibling_Project_Lifecycle/revised


● Initiative group 
○ Number of users
○ Number of editors with extended rights (admins, etc)
○ Number of edits
○ Support by an Affiliate is a plus

● Annual cost of operation
● Main competitors
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Main points of the Lifecycle Procedure



Future
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Questions

Q2: Who should assess opening a new 
Sister Project application before 
recommending it to the Board? 
● A new, Board-associated committee 

(like the Affiliations Committee)? 
● Someone else?
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Q3: Do you think the Wikimedia 
Foundation should split any existing 
Sister Projects? Which one(s)?

Q1: Do you think the Wikimedia 
Foundation should open any new Sister 
Projects? Which one(s)?

Q5: Do you think the Wikimedia 
Foundation should close any existing 
Sister Projects? Which one(s)?

Q4: Do you think the Wikimedia 
Foundation should merge any existing 
Sister Projects? Which one(s)?



Thank you
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