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Having 1irst duly sworn an oath zg on the attachud shout, anc in accorcance
with the procedure in ny country, I hoereby cdepuse as follovs:

[ am a former colonel, and my rresgont residence is 42 Homruracino Shinjuku-ku
Tokyoto.
In 1932 at the time of the Nomenhaa iacildent, I was staflf officer of ihe
(wantung Army in cnarze of operaticns. The followinz arc the circumstances 1n
wiich the incident ‘ug'n.

1. The Kwentung Army hed in its plan of operaticne vis-a-vis the U S S
in 19239 no offensive nlans toward ths ' est:zrn oorder—--i.e. to.ard Hu;lc.....,
Harcn Rerakan, or the vestern Jutbr ﬂOﬂLCll arca. At that time in th. avent
f a wvar's breaking out betveen Japen and the U S S R, e estimated that the
main fluld of' battle in iancluria :culd be towaerd tho eastorn border, so the
vantung Arny was to plan tP rﬂid cut in the est with the minimum strength.
:tly aftcr the ccrmmer of a *fv, it could naturally oe erxpectoed that
erful Scvicet fc-r"* 5 _;_c.; thrust agoinst the I-i-"iJa*‘ arnt. Ageinet this
ur f rces ure only i BN T‘lvlslm, th en steticned at Hailar, and the Heultar
COTUEr Dﬁfenae Ga“lis-n, so that it ves to he cxweutuj thet warfare in this
ar:a mould within & shert pericd develop by ocur being completoly surrcundecd
by the poverful Corviet Arny. Hi ¢, on our part, built circular fertifications
cn the heights arcund nailar, und vrepared to fisht tce the last, cumpleto ly on
the defensive, thuc absoribing the oppenents manporer and acccmplishing cur
obizct of holding cut. The Harcn Acrshan a?:n, thet 1s ¢n the soutacrn g1
of the hsingan ﬂCLntalns, i ais0 a point ol stravesac iﬁtﬁrknb,ﬁn 1t
honed to staiion in this erca a unit capakle t:*.t‘ fichting, but we had to k
from coing so on accovnt of the cver-ull manpo.er cuestion. jv,ltually, in 19!
we peimanentiy s atiﬁﬂec the Aershan Garriscn, and ve planned in wartime to
held out in thie area vith the stroengtn of only about o gingle divicion. Inm
the study of operat ons at that tm.., s relatec above, wnetiner we <;=uLcl be able
to hold out on the front near iiaiisr te Paron Lurﬂhuv——*n cther veords to hold
cut azainst a far ncre powerlul Soviet attack—--mae 2 point viich most ‘hn;urred
an officer in charge of opzreticagsy htut te allot SUfflmJu“t menpov.er e this
alstrict weould have neant the sacrificing of m npover in thic main field of
unttl,, operations in tiae interior, g2c¢ from consideraticn of the gencral situc-
.ion w llritﬂd it to tho suallest pessible numocrs. (78 were perhaps rl,klny
Lven lcs t1an the minimum) vhich means thoat instruct ons for operatio were
+ entirely defensive ty vitein tie boundary of llanchoukuc.

2. 1t was late in the afterncon on the 1Z2th thut the Kwantung Arny learned

thot «én incident nad broken cut near Nomenhen on the morning of 12 May 1979,
L1 that afternocn I, togetaer with o fevr cther stuff officers, weas at the
official residerice xl the Commandor ¢f the Kvantung Army, chatting after
meeting concerning inspect cn of training of svbordinate units of the Army or
scme othor sucject, when a telegram was ferwarded from the Headguarters of the
army by the cne in charge. This telegram was a c.afidenticl telegram from the
cornmander of the 23] Division (Hailar Defense Commander) to the Commancer of
the KAvantung Army. The contents werce that cn the moming of the 12th & unit
belonging te the Outer Mengolizn Army, of not leegs than 700 men, crossed the
diluha River, thus cressing the border, tovards the south of the woncnh n 1=
rict, attacked the Manchurian guare. unit vhich vas on cuty for the defense of
the border of that area. The divisicn commander dispatcued tc the spet a
search-regiment under the command cof thae division's search-ragiment corumander ,
18 well as two inlontry coempanics, he having decided to drive out the invacding
Juter ilongolian Army. J
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It can be scen that it took abcut %6 hours for information teo reach hend-
arters of the Army in Hsinkini:, frem the tic. that the incident broke out necar
Jomonhan, which is accounted for by the fact tant tnc Japanesc army nad no
installation n-ar that district, and communicaticn te Ha lar, about 200 kilo-
meters away, vas porformed by the inefficient comuunicavion system of the Man-
churian Army. That is vhy it tcck suca ¢ long tlue.

Us te that time the Manchoukucan berd:r, cspeciully the eastern border,
had buen sustainingz unlawful invesacas of tuc Scviet Army quite of'ten znd berder
disoutes vere continucus, causing us J:h vorry. The Kvantun: Army, vwhoese duly
i1t vas to maint:.in the integrity of lsncbhurie, could net igmore these unlavful
actions, but difficulties alvays rvllc ed cheir settlem nt as a result of the
scheminyg c¢f the Sovict Arny.

On reccipt of thc aferesaid telegram our reacticn was, "hes it huappenced
again?" and e felt it unpleascnt. Nomonhan Doing o very cut-of-the-iay olace,
and 2 place te ' hich e atteched ne impertance, net cne o tac staft cificers
knev the leocation of Nemonhan. So al'ter moakiug & report of tie natter te the
Commander of the Army, .2 vent te hecadcucrtors, and althioush ¢ cerdered the
intclliconce sect on of th. staff derartuent te brirg o map of the Hoilar dis-
trict, as vell as ordering 1HVuLt1g¢t1rhb o bhe made by the chief cof topography,
it vas not easy to locate the u7gcuﬁ At last after several hours e found a
place called "Nomonhan }:':“.u'r"u"j nd cdeciding that this must be thc place, began .
to study counter-ncasures. | ‘

In such circumstaences no action on the part of the Commancer of tlic ~Army
could be taken that day, anc it as on the folloing day, the l4th, thaet after
consultat ons between the commender and h s staff necessary mecasurcs verc taken.
'uch measures vere to telegruph the commander of the 23¢ Division te the effcct

hat the Conmander of the fuontung Army cereed with him in his decision, but
at in the settlement of thie incident we could net pernit the creseing of the
rder from our side, and to take the most extrene cuaution not te let the
iatter becone enlarged.

Hotteori Tokushire (Seul)

abseribed und svorn to befcere me, the undersigmed authority, on this 21 May
Lo4’7, at Tokyo.

In accorcance vith my consclencCe . ar to tell the vhole truth,
Athrnolding nothing and adcing ncothing.

Hattori Takushiro
44 § f::.*.y 1947

[ranslation Certificate

Ly Abe Fumio, cf the Defense, horely certify that I am conversant with the
nglish and Japanese longuages, cnd that tﬂb foregoing is, t¢ the best cf
v knov ledge ang belief, o correct translation of the orizinal docuncnt.

be Funico (Seal)




