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REFORT ON SEIZO KOBAYASHI {Admiral)

In 1940, when the Teisei Yokusan Kai (IRAA) was orgenized,
Seizo Kobayaahi was Governor Genersl of Taiwan. At the end of
June 1943, the Secretary General of the IRAA, on behalf of
Pumio Goto,'V.P. of the IRAA, asked Seizo Kobayashi to become
chairman of the Central Cooperation Council (C.C.C.) of the
IR4A. The Council was composed of staff members of the IRAA,
Government officials and occupational and rcgional representa-

tives of the people. Its purpose to give free rein to the po-
pular will.

Kobayashi advised with Goto and Minister of Navy, Admiral
Shimada. He has claimed that the job was only a nominal one,
If so, why was it so difficult to get & proper men? He pre-
sided over two meetings, the agenda being:

l, MNeans of enhancing the fighting spirit
2+ leans of expanding munition and food production
S, leans of improving the wartime mode of living

C.C.C, membership embraced & number of eminent personages.

Tojo organized a powerful political party, celled the TRAPS,

also the National Service Politicsl Council, headed by Céneral
Abe, the real progenitor of the IRAES. Kobayaahi was not an

original member. Iowever, he was invited to become chairman of
the NSPP, which he says he did reluctantly for the chief purpose
of saving the IRAPS from dissolution. General Koiso and Admiral

YonAi urged his acceptance,

On 19 December 1944, he entered the Koiso Cabinet without
portfolio and remained until February 1946,

The statement of ex-Admiral Seizo Sokonji is very convincing
in Kobayashi's favor. But, we must always bear in mind that it
is the partisan statement of a close friend and political agso-

ciate. "With this in mind, it presents some considerable food
for thought,

He very convincingly asserts that Kobayashi was liberal in

his views; a consistent exponent of freedom of speech; an anti-

war advocate and supporter of the results of the London Naval




agreement of 1930 and the Washington Conference of 1922.

On the other hand, Kobayashi was prominent politically, but.
apparently not subversively so. His alleged support of various
policies said to be unpopular because liberal and anti-war ap-
parently 4id not prevent him from being chosen to high offices,
such as Governor General of Taiwan and later the Cebinet. We
know that the Imperial Rule Assistance Political Society, which
had been formed to supersede the IRAA, and the C.C.C.,, both
willing tools of the Tojo Government, was organized to support
& growingly unpopular Tojo Government. The Tojo Government was
a war mongering govermment. It was illiberal in its views, It,
through its cabinet and the IR.u and C.C.C., is accused of having
deprived the Diet of its true functions and of its proper repre-
sentation of the common people. It is said that the IRAPS's re-
volt from Tojo and its President's (General Abe's) departure as
Governor Ceneral of Korea, directly led to Tojo's downfall, That
can be taken with a grain of salt. The fall of Saipan and Tojo's
feilure to achieve military success, is what led to his downfall,
The so-celled revolt of the IRAPS merely evidenced the popular
revolt against Tojo and the dissatisfaction of thas people, be-
cause of the military failures. In the last analysis, the
friends of Tojo, political and otherwise, even taough members
of the IRAPS, were a component part of the neople, and the
psople vere dissatisfied,

A detailed study of "The Brocade Banner" and the Kokuryukai
(The Black Dragon Society) and the Kokuhonsha (National Founda-
tion Society) strengthens the belief that aAdmiral Seizo Kobayashi
das had no war or pre-war career that would warrant his prosecu-
tion,

e must distinguish between our subject, Seizo Kobayashi,
and Junichiro Kobayashi., In the histories of the three societies
above mentioned, the former is conspicuous, by reason of the
lack of mention of his name, either as a politician or pubiic
personage, e definitely was not prominent publiely and the
record presents 80 little (practically nothing) egainst him,
while there appears so mueh in his favor that I believe his pro-
secution would be futile. On the other hand, Junichiro Kobayashi
very definitely is subject to prosecution and should be prosecuted,

A

THOS. D. AITKEN




LEGAL SECTION
Investigetion Division

16 April 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR: Col, Carpenter
SUBJECT: Admirel Seizo KOBAYASHI

1, With reference to the G-2 recommendetion that Admiral
Seizo KOBAYASHI be released without preference of charges, it
is felt that concurrence should be given,

2, In September of 1946, a telephone call was received from
CIS requeeting the concurrence of the Legel Section for the re-
lease of this individual eand en investigative report was opened
on him under our No, 855, Mr. Donnell submitted & rather COMpPY €e
hengive report in which the Legal Section concurred in the release
of this individuel inesmuch 2s no evidence was found implicating
him in either B or C category war crimes, He did teke en ective
part in the IRAA but the activities of KOBAYASHI were that of a

patriotic Japanese rather than a planner of aggression,

3. After a review of our investigetive report No. 855, it
1s felt that the Legal Section can properly concur in the relezse

of KOBAYASHI,
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NAME:  KOBAYASHI, Seiso. _ :

PRESENT STATUS: Confimed in Sugamo ‘ruon.
SUBMARY OF INFOGMATION:

President, 1944, of the Imperiasl
Political Jociety; Minister in the KOISO Cabinet; O
the Combined and First Fleet, 1933. He becane a member \cin-Chief of
Military Council as early as 1933. In recent years he yalje Supreme
the Ceatral Co-operative Qouncil; Advisor, Political Sociefjirmenof
of the House of Peers and Minister without FPortfolio in the
Cabinet,

SEMABKS ¢

SUBJECT, since his retirement from active naval
service, was generally recognised as ons of the "elder statesmen® of
Japan, He was Governor-General of Formosa from 1936 teo November 1940, -
and, as such, was paré and parcel of Japan's southward expansion. Due
to his high position in the Japanese ¥aovy vvior to his retireament from
active duty in 1936, and due to his later counnections with the IRAA,

4 the IRAFS, and a8 Minister without Portfolio in the XKOISC Cabinet,
SUBJECT is considered to be one of the key figures, from both a
political and military standpoint, in Japan's military aggression prior
to Decamber 1941, (CIS/G=2, FEC, on'7 February 1947 in a report to Legal
Section, and \/hich report references a former Memo Dy (-2 of 28 August
1946, reconmends as follows:

"On the basis of these studied, G=2 agaln recommends faverable
consideration of KOBAYASHI's release,”

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that SUBJECT be retained in custody
a8 a Class A war criminal suspect and tried before an Iaternational
Military Tribunal im Tokyo.
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Admiral Seigo (Retd.): Former Preeident, Imperial Rule Aseistance
Political Soclety (now dissolved) '~
1877 Oct. Born in Hiroshime Prefecture
. Graduated from Naval Academy at head of class
1808 lieutensnt Commander
1909 Craduated from NHaval Staff College
1912 Commander
1912 Attache, Japnnese Embassy, London
¢ Attache, Jop anese Embansy, Washington
. Instructor, Navel Staff College
1917 Ceptain
1920 Naval Attache, Japanese Embassy, London
1922 Rear Admiral
1926 Vice Admiral
1927 Delegate, Geneva Naval Conference
. Director, Department of Naval Materierls and Technicel Affeirs
= Commander in Chief, lst Fleet
= Commander in Chief, Combined Fleet
1930 Vice Minister of Navy
1931-33 Commander in Chief, Comdined Fleet and let Pleet
1933 Admiral; Supreme Military Counecil
| * -1536 - Commander, Chinkai Naval Base
v 1936 Resigned from navy following Februery 26 army revolt

1926-1940 Nov, Governor General, Formosa

Well versed in colonial administration. Popularity in military
circles partly due to father's reputation as Chief of Staff of Japanese
Forces in Manchuria during Russo-Japanese War. Descridbed as amiable
and energetic. One of most important members of Kenkyukai group of
House of Peers, Brother-in-law of Field Marshal Terauchi and Marquis
Koichi Kide. (284,85) |




IEPORT ON ¢ The Kekusaku Kenkyu Kai
(National Policy Research Institute)

PREPARED BY : Lt. Eric W. Fleishor
Investigator, I.P.S.

DATE t 4 June 1947

The Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai, a 1little heard of organization with the
outward appearance of a&TOWP devated to the discussion and study of current
events has since 1937 played an extremely imvortant part in advising the
various departments in regards national policy, the administration of conquered
territory and the utilization of the natural resources and materials availabdble
in territories already occupied by Japan, and in those that tho association
considered should be occupied. Ite membershis consisted mostly of second
rate politicians who were devoted to the cause of Japan ruling not only Asia,
but of making the Pacific Ocean a "Mare Nostrum" bv occupying #luska and certain
countries of South America along the Pacific Coast and thereby svroading Japan's
influence into the interior of South America and through the Weet Coast of the
United “tates. Lacking in power, themeelves, the members of the Association
sought to influence the greater political figures of the day and to gain the
support of those that favored their nolicy of aggression and congquest, which
thoy did with considerable success. Surh men as MOTO, Axira; KAYA, Okinori:
SATO, Kenryo; SUZUKI, Teiichi; CGOTO, Shiganori; KISHI; TAXAHASEI; GOTO, Fimio:
ABE, Fotuyuki; I%0CGAYA; SHIMCMURA; HORIUCHI; SAKURAI; KOFAYASHT, Seiwvo: ANITA,
Eachiro; IWAKURO, Tokue; SHIRAYAMA, Kaneshiro; MATSUMURA: ARISUE, Scizo:

KAGAI, Yatsuji; SHIGEMITSU, Mamoru:and other influential Men were affiliated

with the Kokuraku Ken.kiu Kai and many of them made speeches at the meetings
or attended them for the vurvose of informing the society of recent developmente

in the political scene in Javan, in the occuoied areas, and abroad.

In spite of the fact that the Kokusaku Kenkyu ¥ai claimed to Te a
private organization under no outeide influence, most of ita fipancial dbacking
came from the secrot funds or "Kimitsuhi" of the various ministries and
departments of the Goveranment and from the larger private concerne. In the
early days these contributions rarely exceeded five thousand yen, dbut luter,
especially after the outbreak of the "Greater Past Asia War" contributions
were rarely less and usually well ovef five thousand yen. The War Minietry
and Navy Ministry were the most regular contributors and gnve the greateat
amounts, but the Greater East Agia Minietry, the Foreign Minietry, the Cabinet
Bureau of Information, and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry also gave
their support. COut of the almost one hundred private compantes that gave
financial backing to the KKX, Miteubiehi, Miteui, Asano, Ayakawa, Sumitomo,
Toxyo Shibaura Denki and Onaka Seitetsu are the most well known. Extra amounte
were collected from these sources on other occasions for svecial projects.

In the end of 1941, or the beginning of 1942, the Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai began
research on their "Ten Year Plan for the Development of Greater East Asia."
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PAGE 2

For this project Muto, Akira of the Military Affairs Bureau gave the KXK
&,C0C yen out of secret funds, and the same amount wag received from Oka,

Keijun of the Navy. The Foreign Orfice and the Cabinet Zurecu of Taf-rmrtion
contributed 20,000 yen but this time only 5,000 yen was received frem ‘hMae
Greater East Asia Ministry. From private companies 2C0,C00 yen was collected.

The Xokusaiu Kenkyu Kai, although not organized into definite
sections for the study of varinus areas, did have specialists in each field
and committees were formed whenever a project was undertaken, headed by these
specialists. For example, evecialiets studying relations with the United
States were Ishida, Reisulr= (1Itsui Bussan): Tojima (Mitsui Bussan); Iscgaye,
heisuke; and Sato, Naotake: wiile Oura, Xinmochi; ard Kuroda, Kakuchi were
the outstanding specialists on Incaia, |

The sources of information availa™le to the Kokusaloy Kenkyu Xai
were so extensive that no civilian, none gevermment organization could ever

have come near {t. Much of thig information was gathered from prominent
members and their more influential friends, dMut documents too, from governgent
ministries were in the possession of the society. Through Mato, Akira:
Tatsugl, Kazuo of the KXK, was able to acquire and retain in his possession
msny documents of the Militafy Affairs Pureau, classified as "Tov Secret.”
Tatsugi obtained documente through Muto as Mato was a zood versonal friend

of his, but information was procured from other government nffistries and

from other high officials. This information was used in drawing uv the
various plans put out by the KXX.

In regards the United States a committee was formed in 1239 and
functioned through 1541 studying U.S.-Javpanese relations and conditions in
the United States. The KXX published & full remort in 1940 on its findings.

So thorough was the knowledge of t?ie committee that it was even familiar with
the fortification of the Mandated islanda, something that was known only to

a circle of the top ranking military and naval men. The material and statigsi-

tics published by other societies, such as the Showa Kengyu Kai and the Towa
“enkyu Kai was available to the EXX. An organization krown as the Chosga
henkyu Doin Eonbu (Investig&tion and Iissearch Mohilization Headquarters)
acted as lieison between the many as ociations. Oicura, Xinmochi: senior
mexber of the Xokusaku fLenkyu Xai was preaident of the Chogza Kenkyu Dein

Honbu and Kanamori, Tokujiro, Chief of the Political Section of the Kokugaltu
Kenkyu Kai was one of the Directore of the Chousa Kenkyu Doin Hondu.

By the end of 1341 the Kokusaku Xentyu Xai had worked on plane to
utilize the facilities of the South Ssas, Eastern Bugsia, Alaska, Canada,
Central America, South “4merica znd Indle. ¥wny members, influential EpONBors,
and associates thought that the Kokusalku Kenkyu Xai had gone too far. Even
Yuto was opposed to including India although he approved of evicting the
Britieh from Aeia. Regarlless, the Kokusaku Keriiyu Kai had gone ahead with
these plans, some of which were later adopted in a modified form, to suit
the Army, and the entire area was called the "East Asia Sphere."
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In the sprinz of 1942 the Kokusaku Xenkyu Kai began research én
its "Ten Year Plan for the Develooment nf Greater Enst Asia." “here were
approximately ten different sections covering an extremelv wide sccve Aolr
research on this subject. Yateugi, Kazuo (I®S witness) wae the ada'nistrat.ve
head of the project, and was responsible for financing 1it. Takahashi, {ame-
gichi was the chiof investigator and Kanemori, Tokujiro was in chargze of the
Political Section. At first the Kokusaku Kenkyu Kai received much sudocrt

from the different ministries and from high officials in the Government, duf
8 the future of the "Groater Tast Asia Sohere" became more and more uncerta’:

tzis support decreased. The plan was finally completed and a final rerort
published, but it w=s never adcpted, for by this time the tide of battle had
turned azainst Japvan and she had her hands full just trving to hang on to whi'%
territory she had. With this chunge in the fortuncs of war the Kokusaku
cenkyu Kai became less and less active, Goverrment circles bccame morc
reluctant to give cut information and decuments were not easily obtainad,
Government agencies were no longer receptive %0 advice or olans fer tho future
as thoy had their hands full with the War and ites outcome. Althouzh by 1944
the Kokusalcu Kenkyu Xai had lots its influence and had become almost inactive,
1t nevertheless carried on its meetings and still reczained well irformed in
almost every fiecld. Prominent members of the KX were familiar even with
secrets such as the profits from the Lpium traaqe. Satomi, head of the hong
at Skanghai, sent the orofits to Suzuki, Teiichi who placed them in Toic'sa

gecret fund.

The Kokusaiu Kenigyu Kai contimued from 1944, when it.lost its in-
fluence until the end of the War, when it was (issolved, as an o: anization
that was extremely well informed on all matters and could be called con at all

times should its need arise.

The foregoing revort is based upon the interrogations cf Tatsugl,
“azuo and Olcura, Xinmochi conducted in June 1946. Okura was 2gain interrogated
on 27 May 1947 by this investigascr prior to this writing. Docugpents putlighed
by the Kolkusaku Kenkyu Kai in the possession of the International Prosecution
Section were used as reference and background matérial in the oreparaticn of
this report.
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small industries, and

ion of materials,
for they are the foundation of JAPAN's reconstruction,
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mm:xﬁ Seizo
equest by KAYA, Okirori

Address: Confined in SUGANQO priscn

f mF’f admirel and forrerly President of t'e Irperisl
Fules Politicel Assistance Association.

Eg_&l} bé able to testify regarding t'e sttitude of tle
sccused with reference to cerry ng on negotistions witr tte
United States, end Yis opposition to weging sr rgainst thre
Uni:od Btetes, '

I_n_;ﬂem will be relcevant in relation to tYe changes
of conspiracy in tre indictzent and ot'er changes tYerein.
I'e witness will also test to tre feet trst tre connection
of tre defendent with tre AA wis in narme only; trat »e

did not sctually participate in the association furtrer,

that tlre accused attended the Geneve Disarcarment Conference
in 1527 and exerted efforts in concluding tYe Disarmsrent

Agreement,
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REPORT BY: JOHN A, CURTIS
20 Feb 47

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE
SUBJECTs KOBAYASHI, Seise

Gurriculus Vitae on the above mamed subject is contained in subject's
persopal file No. 152, serial "12.

QOFIES 4 Mle
1 M, Newbill .
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S.Hirabayashi,LL.B. ‘;!
Attorney At Law:

Tokyo: February lst 1947.

Messrs. International Prosecution Section,SCAP,
Ichigaya, Ushigome-Ku,

TOKYO.
Attention of: Prosecutor Mahoney:
Subject: Release & liberation of
ex-Admiral Seizo KOBAYASHI, now incarcerated
in Sugamo Prison.
From: Shine-Ichi HIRABAYASHI,LL.B.,Attorney At Law;
No.4, Natsugi-cho, Niahinoniya City.
Tokyo Abode: ¢/o Okamura Ryokan:No.lh,
Tsukiji 2-Chome, Kyobashi-Ku,
(Tel: 55-1020)
Gentlemen:-

In accordance with your suggestion, I take pleasure in submitting
herewith in duplicate the highlights in the memoir (dated March 10th 1943)
of ex~Admiral Seizo KOBAYASHI who is incarcerated in Sugamo Prison since
December 1945 as war criminal suspect. The original memoir is in Japanese
and is now kept in my hand. I have tekem full responsibility of rendering
its highlights into English.

Subsequent to the resignation from Governorship of Formosa in November
1940, ex-Admiral XKobayashi did his level best to avert the war between
America and Japan. Fundamentally speaking, although he was already on the
reserve list, Kobayashi, as is luminously reflected in his memoir, is a
pacifist. In respect of the impending war between America and Japan,
Kobayashi was far-sighted enough to weigh the potential streagth of both
countries and had a wide comprehension respecting the superb importance of
coming to a definite diplomatic understanding with both America and England
covering the China problem., However, Japan was 2t that time already under
the dictatorship of her military gangsters who all conpired to realize their
illusion of dominating Japan by military clique under the figurehead of the
Emperor, hence there was no room for such a levelheaded pacifist like
Kobayashi to occupy any key positiom in the Central Government. Hobayushi
therefore had to carry on his single-~handed campaign to avert the war with
America. That was the basic reason why he had the interviews with ex-
Admiral Oikawa, Navy Minister in the 3rd Konoe Cabinet, and sent the con
fidential letter to ex-Admiral Shimada, Navy Mipnister of the Tojo Cabinet,
vigorously setting forth his candid views that the war must be averted and
avoided at any cost. However, these men in harness, while appsrently in
thoughts fully concurring in his views, did not manifest their expressions
in deeds; hence the endeavours of Kobayashi proved abortive and futile

1



S. Hirabayashi,LL.B.
Attorney At Law: -2 -

through no fault of his own. Suffice it to say, however, that Kobayashi
is a pacifist not only in thoughts but also in deeds.

It is true that Kobayashi assumed the Ministry of State without port-
folio and the Presidency of the Imperial Rule Assistance Association in the

coalition Cabinet of General Koiso and Admiral Yonai, but that was only after

the downfall of the Tojo Cabinet, and was acted by Kobayashi with the sole
objective of "turning the evil into good" and of being on the alert to
terminate the forlorn War with the maximum advantage to Japan.

It seems to me that the fundamental difference between the Nuremberg
Trial and the Tokyo Trial lies in the very fact that the former's leading-
shoots consisted of the political party gamgsters, while the latter's docks
are filled mainly with the military gangsters with their satellites of
bureaucratic opportunists who masqueraded to have a sjhere in fame, glory,
luxury, privilege and wealth under full sail of the warlords for their
common objective of aggressive domination. Therefore, insofar as Japan
was concerned, the legal aspect of political responsibilities of State
Ministers, subsequent to the resignation of the Tojo Cabinet, had faded,
as it were, into the twilight on the horizon diametrically opposed to where
it marked the down-fall of Tojo and his cohort im the fall of 1944, ,excepting
those militaristic elements that still remained in their desperate and
frantic struggle to fight for only fighting's sake with the view to en-
shrouding the entire Japanese nation under their wings to commit suicide
with them. Here I wish to point out to your section that Kobayashi's
responsibilities as Minister of State without portfolio in the coalition
Cabinet of Koiso-Yonai never constitutes any offense to be particularly
tried as a "war crime" in exactly the same significance that ex-Admiral
Yonai was immune from his responsibilities as co-Premier with General Koiso
because Kobayashi joined that Cabinet at the special recommendationm of
Yonai to help him carry out the liberation of Japan.

In view of the above, theoretically and factually speaking, Kobayashi
acted nothing that would involve him in the constitutiom of "Crimes Against
Peace", "Conventional Rar Crimes", or "Crimes Against Humanity" such as are
provided under "a", "b" & "e¢" of Article 5, Section II of the Charter of
the International Military Tribunal For the Far East. It is therefore
sincerely requested that you will immediately release and liberate Kobayashi

from his present incarceration in Sugamo Prison. ::
Yo Most Truly, ::

Enclosure: Highlights in the Memoir of
Seizo KOBAYASHI.
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GENERAL HEADQUARTIRS
FAR ZAST COLI LD
Operations, CIS, &-2
Compilation Branch

SUBJECT: KOBAYASHI, Seizo (Adm.)

1943 Jul 15 Chairman of the Central Cooperative Council / this council

SOURCE 3

SOURCE 3

1912 Aug 1

1934 Apr 29

1944 Sep 29

SOURCE

was recently divided up into four committees; Shigeru HAZAMA,
Kiyoshi GOTO, Viecount Nobutsune ODA, and SHIMADA have been
made chairman of the first, second, third, and fourth committees
respectively / on July 15, the Council is to hold four simul-
taneous meetings of these committees.

Tokyo Radio, July 14, 1943, FCC, Deily Report, July 15, 1943.

Former Governor General of Formosa / has been appointed Bank
Adviser by KAMIYAMA, President of the Bank of FORMOSA.

Tokyo Radio, FCC, Daily Report, 2 Jupe 1944,

--------———----_-——---—---—_---

Was formally installed as the new President of the P.A.A.
at a ceremony on 11 August 1944 and gave a speech as did
Premier KOISO,

Fortnightly Intelligence Report, MOI, New Delhi, 15 Aug 1944,

--—_—_—--—-—-----_——-_--_-_—-----

Decorated with Fifth Order of the Golden Kite. Given a
var medal for service in the war of 1904-5.
Decorated with Fifth Order of the Double-rayed Kising Sun.

Conferred medal commemorating the annexation of KOREA.

Decorated with the Grand Cordon of the Hising Sun in recogni-
tion of meritorious services in connection with the Incident
in 1931 and 1934,

Awarded a set of silver cups in recognition of meritorious
services in connection with the Chinese Incident.

Central Liaison Office, Tokyo Police File, Who's Who in Japan
194142,

--—---—-----———----—-—------—---—-—-

----The new cabinet was an army and navy coalition affair,
led by General KOISO and Admiral YONAI. I had known KOISQO
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KOBAYASHI, Seizo (Adm)--cont'd.

as the Minister of Overseas Affairs at the time when I was
Governor General of TAIWAN, while YONAI was & bosom friend

of mine, with whom I shared in the same views respecting

the CHINA AFFAIR, the Tripartite Alliance, the Japanese-
American peace negotiations and other subjects. It was in

the afternoon of the very day the N.S,P.P. directors visited
me thet I was requested by General KOISO for an interview.
Zarly on the following morning, December 3, I went to the
Prime Minister's official residence, where KOISO pleaded with
me to accept the presidency of the N.S.P.PE., saying that it
vwas also the wish of YONAI. I replied, I had already been
approached by N.S.P.P, directors, and had promised to consider
the matter, but that I would like to hear on the attitude of
the Prime Minister toward political parties and the Diet be-
fore I made any decision. I expressed my belief that a policy
such as of the TOJO Czbinet to suppress freedom of speech and
demand the people's abject submission succeeded only in creat-
ing a spurious national unity - a most dangerous thing for the
country in war time.

--~-From December 19, 1944 during my presidency of N.S.P.P,,

I entered the KOISO Cabinet as Minister without portfolio,

and remained until the end of February this year. I did so

because I wanted to maintain effective contact between my -

party and the government, and to see that the latter scted according to

popular will, and also becesuse I wanted to stand guard lest the '

government should miss any chance of restoring peace. But

no such opportunity presented itself; and in that respect I was
_unsuccessful, . -

SOURCE : Admiral Seizo KOBAYASHI--on his Political Career.
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Shin-Ichi HIRABAYASHI,LL.B. A ;
Attorney At Law: 76&,&"7‘,’&‘
HIGHLIGHTS IN THE MEMOIR
. of
EX-ADMIRAL KOBAYASHI SEIZO,
dated

March 10th 1943,

P o088 oeo'seseane s ee. ¢ "R EEEER R ®oedoosse®

PREAMBLE to the Memoir: Since about the outbreak of the "Manchuria
Incident'", the politics of Japan hiave been dominated by a demoniacal in-
fluence with the series of terroristic acts forming its background and
frantically planning speedy realization of her national prosperity. Never-
theless, fundamentally speaking, Japan was utterly devoid of realistic
ability, both in point of esprit de corps of her nation as also in the
preparadniss of her material resources, to drive forth and accomplish such
a gigantic ambition. Hence, it has naturally caused those who believe in
the eternity of her Empire and her race to lament and grive from their
heart over the situation.

Meanwhile, due to the action of her radical elements, the China
Incident broke out which placed Japan between the devil and the deep sea.

And yet, those radical and aggressive caste that drove Japan into such an é
awful mess, while they had not been able even to settle the situation, have 3
again started the''Greater E.asAtﬂ%'i.ir”, and, with what they have been able E
to achieve in the initial warfare by taking sheer advantage of the un- =
preparedness of the enemies, they have deceived the entire nation fpto J%
believing as if the victory was the result of Japan's real strength; thus .

the jingoistic causte has fipally driven Japan into the fathomless troubled
waters. ithen I come to think of‘this, I cannot indeed sleep in pdacc and
can only pray to God for His mercy to shew us miracles to turam the evil
into good.

rThis memoir is nothing but a memoir to record the action I have been
taking and the view I have adopted since the outbreak of the "China Incident"
‘and is not at 51l intended for outside reading. It is the outcome of my
keenest desire to leave the record to my helr so that he may have an
opportunity to discern for himself the truth surrounding the circumstances
that existed at those critical times thereby warning him aot to repeat
that kind ef irreparable blumder. I do not kmow how long I may live and
fear that maybe this memoir will be my last writing om the subject. It
is therefore sincerely hoped that this memoir may serve to warm my pesterity
after a century subsequent te my death against aay haphazardeus attempt
that is destined te ruia this ceuntry.

The “CHINA INCIDENT'" breke out at about a year of my term as Goevernor
of Formesa. I thought the war with Chima was the mest futile and peer
pelicy while Japan had not been able even to consolidate her status in
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¥anchukuo. Japan should not be dragged into the quagmire of China which
apparently was getting substantial support of both America and England and
would therefore offer the most dogged resistince for a long period, thereby
compelling Japan to dissipate her vitulity. My opinion wae that Japan should
diplomatically come to = definite understanding with both America snd
Lnglaend over the China problén. At that time I recommended my idea to a
certain influential friend i8 the Central Government of Tokyo.

[He TRIPARTITE AXIS ALLIANCE versus THi VIGOROUS POLICY AGAINST A“ERICA
AND ENGLAND. It was undeniable that Germany subsequent to coming into

power of Hitler had proved herself to be one of the foremost countries in
Europe due to the intrepid sind dauntless manner with which ghe had gone
about restituting her national strength ind making every military prepara-
tion. My opinion was, however, that Germany should be strictly guarded
eagainst for the apparent reason that that country was traditionally used

tc renounce treatieg like scraps of ppper ind sct recklessly if such acts
were deemed necegsary for her own natiomal prosperity; that if Japan entered
into #n s2lliance with Germany, Japan might become her cat's psw. Meanwhile,
however, the YONAI CABINET was'assasinated' in July 1940 by the diehards

of the military gangsters thut clamoured for the alliance amoagst Japsnm,
Germzny and Italy. At that time, I was oma my trip to the suburb of Kagi
City, Formosa, for attendimg the imauguration ceremony of a 100 kilo.
brozdcasting station. Heuring that the Tripartite Alliamce had beem can-
cluded by Foreign Minister Matsuoka of the 2nd XONOE CABINET, I lamented
from the bottom of my heart because I felt certain thit the formation of
that Allisace killed forever the opportunity of sdjusting Japam's relation-
ship with both America amd Emaglaad aad that it had driveas Japam far deeper
inte the quagmire of Chima and that fieally Japam should be compelled to

be drrgged into the fray of intermatiosal warfare.

Wy reason why it was absolutely bemefitial for Japam to adjust her
diplematic relatioa with both America =2ad Eaglard mrnd aveid formiag
alliaance with Germaany w:s because of Japan's natiemal strength which was
decidedly insufficieat to embark upea the asdveature of makilg both America
and Eagland her enemies. Ia this cemnection, I vividly recall my comversa-
tion with the thea Finamce minister KAYA duriag May 1938 when I had ceme
up to Tokye frem Formesa te repert the Formesna affairs te the throene.

%e luached tegether at Kaya's efficial residence and I incidentally asked
for his suppert fer the new budget for Fermesa. Xaya grinmed mad said

that he was geing te resigm his pest that day =ad that Mr.IKEDA was pgoing
te tzke his place. Aaye cemplained the fimarcial difficulty ef Japanm
stressing his ceavictiem that the war with Chima must be strictly earmarked
te the exteat of Japan's fimnancial capacity; that he laid his cemplaiats
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before the War Minister SUGIYAMA but that, im the meantime, the cemmanders
on the fremt kept emlarging the theatres of war, aand that Kaya was quite
at his wit's end to cepe with the ever extending situatien.

Netwithstanding the abeve, the war against America =rd Emngland has been
fimally declared. Was it due to the mew discevery that Japan's reseurces
were sufficieatly teugh and temable emeugh te lead her all through the
war? Or was it that the stringeat military pelicies of America anmd Elglnld
have foréed Japan te resert te her oenly alternative of armed resistance?
The censensus ef epinien current in Japan peints te the latter theery. As
a matter ef fact, the Finance M¥inister KAYA had breadcast in the middle
of January (1942?) that had Japan ample reseurces and strength te withstand
this Great War the declaratien ef war weuld have been eriginally decided
with enly an heur's Cabinet meeting. Hewever, we must reflect deeply =nd
scientifically analyse whether that was the enly alternative left te Japan
at that time.

MEBASCADOR ADMIRAL NOMURA'S LETTER DATED JUNE 20TH 1941 was received
by me some time towardsthe end ef July 1941. KHemura specially asked me to
circularize that letter te¢ the Minister eof Navy ADMIRAL OIKAWA, the Chief
of Naval Staff ADMIRAL NAGANO and the Fereign Minister ADMIRAL TOYODA.

The gist -f Nemura's letter was (1) Japan was then standing en the cress-

read of war or peace with America, (2) the fundnnintal ideal for Japan
should be te keep peace in the Pacific at any cest, (3) it weuld be the
pesrest pelicy te depend en reaping benefit frem the Tripartite Alliance
which even the Japanese Gevernment had declared was enly a war-preventive
alliance, (%) that the withdrawal ef ferces f:em China ceuld be stipulated
en the basis eof a gradual withdrawal cemmensurate with the establishment
and maintenance ef pe:ce and erder ian China.

On er abeut July 25th 1941, T ealled en ADMIRAL NAGANO at the Navzl
Staff Office. He loeked extremely 'peak' and sagged as if he had been ill
fer a leng time. Nagane said that he hnd resd that letter of Nomura dated
June 20th. Hewever,he said, that the circumstances have completely changed
during the next menth that fellewed z2nd Japan had enly ene alternative,
i.e. Japan must stand up te break through the encircling chains ef A.B.

C & D. I theam felt, threugh the tene eof Ha;ano'l speech, that the grave
matter had already beem decided at 2 cabinet meeting and that nething
could alter that decisiemn. Therefere, I stepped tzling with Nagane and
left him lamenting ever the unfertumate situatiem. Te the best of my
knewledge, the EMPEROR himself was gainst the War, but he was pewerless
te centrel er check the decigioens made from time te tiwe at the LIAISON

have had awful difficulties at Washingtem and I fully sympathized with him.
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| THE TROUBLE INSIDE THE NAVY: Om er abeut August 12th 1941, I made |
‘ a trip up te Hekkaide accempanied by my family. I de net remember exactly ;
| whether it was prier te er after my said trip te Hekkaide, but the fact :
| wag that I had a2 surprise vigit frem MR,.ENOMOTO, a Cemmissiener of Navy.

: He teld me that the decisien te marech oi te irench Inde Chima had been

made witheut comnsulting the Chief ef the Burezu of Naval Censtructienm

ADMIRAL TOYODA, alse the Chief of the Naval Air Ferces ADMIRAL INOUYE.

. That eaused the wrath and ire of these twe Admirals and the Navy
autherities were at their wits' end teo pacify them and that, therefere,

| they theught it best te ssk me as a deyean of the Navy te get the under-
standing eof beth Teyeda and Imeuye. I was quite dumbfeunded at the reck-
less and eutrageous actien of the Naval Staff fer agreeing te amd deciding
upen that mest impertant meve of marching te French Inde Chima witheut

- t ebtaining the appreval ef these twe Admirals whe were them eccupyiag the
preminent key pesitiems in the Navy. I them asked for a personal opimionm
of Enomoto, who said that with the exceptiom of the YOUNG OFFICERS all

‘ the higher authorities of the Navy were against the War, but that Admiral
i Nagano, the Chief of Naval Staff, seemed to be very much influenced by
these YOUNG OFFICERS and that, therefore, it would be important to get
rid of Nagamo from his post if the Navy had to maintaim a moderate policy.

I then thought that the best way to talk down Nagamo to reeign his post
‘ would be to operate through ADMIRAL SAKONJI who is & very intimate friemd
of Nagamo. I met and a ked Sakomji to so approach Nagamo, but later

- — | e — g -

learat that Sakomjl could not see Nagamo,who, in the meantime, went up to

f the Boshu distriet for a change.

THE TRUTH RESPLUCTING THE RESIGNATICN OF THE THIRD KONOE CABINET:
Oa or =2bout October 15th 1941, Mr . UCHIDA SHINYA (ex-Mimister of Commumica-
; tions) visited me and said:~ "I dined with KONOE yc-tirday and leurat
from him that he had decided to rekige because on October 12th Konoe was
vigited by the WAR MINISTER and the NAVY MINISTER accompamied by GENERAL
SUZUKI of the Plannimg Board; them TOJO demanded that the negotiations
with America be closed forthwith im view of the utter futility of con-
tinuing them any longer; that, otherwise, the crigis for battle might
be lost on acecount of the weather condition., I therm sent for ADMIRAL
TOYODA, Mimnister for Foreigm Affsirs, who said that the negotiations with

America had not yet come to 2 deadlock =md that there was still room enough

- - - -.‘.p-o

to continue the negotiations im good faith."
In view of the above, 1 came to the comclusiom that TOJO duly re-
presented the consensus of opinior of the Army and that, therefore, if

KONOE forced TOJO to resigm, them the Army would refuse to send any one
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into the cabinet to assume the War Ministry causing the Konoe Cabinet
to face the same fate as that of the Yonal Cabinet. ‘

After luncheon, I visited ADMIKAL OIKAWA at the Navy Office in order
to gzet him express his candid opinion to stop the war with America. Oikawa
was against the Wwar, but he is a very 'smooth' fellow not able to express
his candid opinion in a conference and I was extremely disappointed to have
such a character at the head of the Navy in such critical moment for Japan.

CONCERNING THE NEW NAVY MINISTER ADMIRAL SHIMADA SHIGETARO:

4ith the formation of TOJO CABINET, the baton of the Navy Minister

was handed from Oikawa to Shimazda. However, it was apparently the intention
of Oikawa to relay his baton to ADMIRAL TOYODA SCEMU, but the latter re-
fused to accept it (some people said that the Army did not like Toyoda be-
cause of his notorious heated quarrel with GENERAL ITAGAKI at Tsinghau).

It was apparent that Toyoda, from militaristic viewpoint, was vehemently
opposed to the occupation of French Indo China. I knew that if Toyoda was
apoointed the Navy Minister in the Tojo Cabinet, the war with America and
Englend might have been averted because Toyoda is not 'smooth' but is quite’
outspoken and candid in his character. Iliowever, fate ordained Shimada to
become the Havy Minister.

On or about November 20th 1941, I visited the New Navy Minister Shimada
at his official residence with my written opinion respecting the in-
sdvisability of waging war against America and England. I did not leave
copy of that written opinion but was framed essentially on the following
points:=- ‘

1) The entire Japeanese nation is confidently relying upon the Navy; .
therefore, the Navy must be extremely cautious and prudent in facing the
situation.

2) Judging from the zctual scene of the great general mobilization
subsequent to tﬁe decision of marching on to French Indo China, it is patent
snd manifest that the entire nation is now tired of the war and is decidedly
lacking in esprit de corps. It is therefore most dangerous and perilous
to drive such a war-weary nation into a gigantic and lcng drawn warefare
against America (including her followers with entente cordiale).

%) Since the cutbreak of the China Incident, the influence of the Army
upon 2ll phases of Japan, especially upon her industrialists, has become
markedly overbearing, so much so that the industrialists are simply curry-
ing favour of the Army by pretending the quuntity, guality and capacity of
their production. It is, therefore, dangerous to enter into the war
piving blind confidence to their statements.

4) The war between America and Japan is what General Chiang is craving
for; the war would sikply make settlement of the China Inéident more
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difficult. Horeover, it is problematical just how long USSR will keep her
neutrality. It is likely that both America and England will not be able
to send a great army to the Far kast and will have to depend*upon USSR
and Generzl Chiang for that. If Japan despatch a great army to the South
at such time, she may temporzrily gain some victory in the beginning but
will later be compelled to taste nasty medicine. It is a case of penny
wise and pound foolish.

5) We must be prepared for a long range battle from Japan Proper to
the South Sea Islands whence Japan expects to draw raw materials., In that
case, Japan is sure to be bombed and submarined en-:-route. Enemy fleet
will be sguadroned in Hawaii and it is problematical whether Japanese Navy
can efficiently convoy her merchant fleet from the southern area to Japan,
To the best of my tehhnical knowledge, the Navy is not fully equiPped as

yet to accomplish such mission.

6) I believe in Japan's victory over "battles" having regard to the
spiritual power of the Navy. However, the war with America is bound to
run into a protracted warfare which naturally will consist of ""battles"
after "battles”. That naturally means the absolute necessity of replenish-
ing the ships and ammunitions which can only come out of efficient znd high-
strung industries. Is Japan sure of success on this score?

7) Some muintain that the initial stage of war with America will be
played for acquisition of the requisite resources, e.g. TOJO. It may be

admitted that some of the resources in the South can be used in their crude
shape, but the majority of them need industrialization which can only be
depended on the egquipments in Japan proper. Is such industrislization
pecssible in view of the present conditions in Japan covering the manufacture
of iron mad 0il?

8) The southern resources could only be used for the war sfter being
thoroughly industrialized in Japan. Thea, how zbout her power of trans-
portation? Take for instance the case of 0il, I understand the total
tonnage of Japan's tankers, including the tankers chartered from abroad,
is zbout 400,000 tons. Now our fleet will be aiming at Hswaii and American
Continent, hence the fleet will be cruising quite far from the oil producing
erea. This would meam that at least hazlf of 400,000 tons sliould be for Lhe
absolute replenishment of the Navy, while only 200,000 tons could be
available for Jupan proper. On the basis of ome trip requiring more than
one month including loading and umlomding, Japsn cam only import 2,400,000
tons of oil per year. ¥ill this quantity be sufficient for Japan's war
snd industrial purposes?

9) The Japanese war advocates chortle that if Japan sdopts her presenat
policy, she will gradually become poorer amd poorer until fipally she will
be facing the irreparable impssse. I interpret this vimndicatiom to refer

- L] - _ .'q.- -1 ‘-.-"
& ® (] ' -
- - s




—ﬂ""'."‘ﬂﬁ“‘l'.“‘""*— -~
- T e T e R G S—

m-l '_ -

S. Hirabayashi,LL.B.
Attorsey At Law: -7 -

to her stock of fuel oil which Japam does mot produce. Now, suppose for
the gske of argument that Japam cam carry Om war for X years with her present
stock of oil and thereafter to depemd on the oil from South. Let us indicate
the time required for occupyimg the oil fields im South by Y. Let us also
ipdicate the time required for repairimg the oil fields to be bombed by
enemy bty Z. Now, the followimg equatiom must hold good to maintaim the
problem of oil in our favour:-
X > Y + &

0f course we must be fully aware that the enemies know well the quamtity
of our stock of oil and will sure to wage war inm such a way as to compel
anip to draw heavily on her stock which means that X will become far smaller,
whereas the enemies will try to augumcut the quantities of both Y and Z.
If such be the case, the above equstiom will mot hold geod which means that
Japan would become abruptly meager and empoverished and might likely be
drawn into the impasse rollimg rapidly: Of course, War is a colessal
sdventure, but, in view of the above, it would seem the adventure was too
rigky to hazard.

10) I do mot know just exactly what is the real situation govermimg
the diplematic megotiationms with America, but from the temor of the above-
cited persomal letter I received from Nomura at the end of last July and
which I shewed to both the Chief of Navsl Staff and the ex~Minister of Navy,
it seems still pessible to lamd em a certaim zone where compromise can be
reached without emdangering the existence of Japan. If unfertumately Japan
be defeated im the War, them Japam might lose not enly Manchuria anmd the

Seuth Sea Islamds, but alse her entire possessions overseas suUCh 48 Wus not

anticipated im Nomura's letter. ,
4#ith the above peints, I stronmgly ;ocommanded SHIMADA te r-~call the

attitude takem by the late Count Admiral Yamamotoe at the time of the Russo-
Japan War and advised him te take a candid actien im facing the situatien.
Te the abeve letter of mime, Shimada replied to me under date November

26. 1941 (eriginal is kept im the hand of S. Hirabayashi,LL.B.)as follows:-

"My dear Admiral Kebayashi:-
Today I was im receipt of your esteemed

letter expressing your deep concera over the impending situatiom and
you may rest assured that I have read same with a sense of profeund
appreciation and thamks. I can tell you frem my heart that I share
the same view with yeu."

" As yoeu are well aware, I have been'away frem Japam preper feor
quite a loamg peried and am therefore not well pested on the gemeral
pelitical situation. In spite of my disqualificatien, I have now

agsumed heavy responsibilities and judging frem commen semse I have

ety
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"come to the same cenclusien with yeu. Yeu will, hewever, kindly
congider that the present situatiem hss already beem '"spoeiled, dis-
torted and fudged up"” amd it weuld appear, in view of the diverse
situatiens prevailing beth im amd eut eof Japam, as theugh ie might be
cempelled te cemnive at a certain phase which is quite out of commen
sense. Indeed, this is a situatiem that cam enly be termed "complex
and mysterious". I siacerely hepe to be able te tell you tete-a-=tete
at the earliest pessible oppertunity and in the meantime kimdly excuse
my silemce. You may rest assured that I always cherish your high
opinien in my heart and de my utmest fer its realizatien.”

Yeurs mest truly,

(Sigmed) SHIMADA SHEGETARO."

Te the abeve reply ef Navy Minister SHIMADA, I sgaim wrete te him
under date November 28.1941 te the fellewing effect:-

"My dear Admiral Shimada:-

I thank yeu fer yeur reply te my letter

in which I expressed my view of the situatiem amnd desire teo state

that I feel it mest satisfactery that yeu hage cemcurred im my view.

While it may be that the preseat pelitical situatien is "cemplex and

mysterious", yet de I sincerely hspe that yeu will net be tempted Dy

such illusiem amd will step the right feetpath ferward,Yours etc.,”

On the other hamd, im view of the imminemcy ef a Ceuncil im preseace
of the Emperer, I had eccasien te talk te ADMIRAL OKADA the salient peints
ef my first letter te Navy Hiaister Shimada and was pleased te nete that
he did appreve all ef my peints thereim raiged.

Re USA NOTE dated NOV.26.1941:AMBASSAPOR KURUSU used ts lecture that
on Nev.26.1941 he received a grave mete frem USA which tsntameunted te anm
ultimatum. I wanted te amalyse whether that nete censtituted "a decument
tantumounting te ultimatum'". I ceuld met think se because on the good
authority the mote was preambled "Temtative" also "Basis of discussion".

I received copy of an excerpt of that mote from & certaim Jupimese ex-
ambasssdor. With the exceptiom of Item No.3 om the full evacuation of
Japanese forces from Chima and Freach Imdo China, 21lso Item No.4 ou the
exclusive recogmitiomn of the Chungkiag Goverameat and Item No.9 regardiag
the applicatiom of the Tripartite Allianmce, other items, although less
importamt, might have beem rather welcome. Therefore, we could reasonably
have made the subjects relating to Chima amnd the Tripartite Alliance the
basis of discussiom. I heurd from NOMURA after his repatriation from
America that om the day mext followimg the receipt of the Nov.26 Note he
visited Cordell Hull «nd pointed out to him that the full evacuation of

~ LA
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the Japanese forces from China and French Indo Chima could mot be donme
unless the China imcident had been settled. Hull replied that his Govera-
ment was mot demanding immediate evacuatiom. NOMURA also vointed out to
him that it would be impossible for Japam to repudiste the Nankiag Govera-
meat im view of the fact thaut there were so many comventions and tresties
existiaz between it amd Japam. To thie HULL replied that Chima could omly
be successfully goveraed by GENERAL CHIANG and that WANG was incompetent
ialthat respect and that would be a misfortue for Chima too. Thset view
was entertaimed by some of the emimeat Japsnese authorities at thut time
and as I write this memoir the Japanese Govermmemt hag declared that the

Japanese Forces will mainly engage in establishing pesce and order amd that

-
-

the Namkiag Goveramemt will admimister politics and ecoromy. Further, the
Japamese Goverament has declared the abolitiom of extrality amd the returs

of the former settlemeats to Chima, It seems to me that if Japaa memifeated
such a spirit at the time of her last megotiations with America, the latter
should have been more lemient in her proposals. As regards the point re-
lating to the applicatiom of the Tripartite Alliamce, that would have meant
the virtual remumciation of that Alliamce. However, as the Allismce had
at its backgroumd the war-preveantive spirit, it could huve been settled
satisfuctorily in some form or other im the last amalysis. It sesms to
me a sheer humbug that, instexd of interpreting the provisions of the sgaid
Ireaty im her owa favour, Japam should have primarily interpreted it favor-
ably to her Allies, thereby pluagiag headlomg into War helter-gskelter!

It was on November 30th 1941 that TOJO & HIS COHORT, which had been
preparing for the War, took that mote to mean America's ultimatum iamteaded

Y '

to force upom Japan a sheer impossibility,lose her matiomal homour, hinder

settlement of the China Incidcn!.otc..that ® Specisl Council was held im-

viting Elder Statemen (ex-Premiers). After that, TOJO & KIDO reported
F' the result of the Coumcil to the Throme. Whether the Emperor immediately
| sanctioned the War, I am not im poesition to know. Anyhow, the Japunese
Naval Air Force bombed Pearl Harbour om December 8th at 0615 (Japam time).
From that I judge that a surprise attack squadrom had beem ordered ahesd
on or about December lst or 2md which would ipdicate that the Imperial
Samnction .for the War was given immediately after the Elder Statehen's
Council. ;
: The above memoir was recorded bused on my firm belief that it was
absolutely unfavourable for Japam to wage wur ageinst America and England
with such resources as was available to Japam at that time. Now thet the
Imperial Roscripf for the War his beem promulgated, there is omly one al-
ternative for us Subjects to do and that is to simply obey the Imperial
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command fer fighting it out te the end.

Dated: March 10.1943.
(SIGHNED): HOBAYASHI SEIZO.
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ARAKTI, Sadao, et al

Deponent: KOBAYASHI, Selzo

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

I hereby depose as follows.

1., Prior to my retirement in November 1945. I, Seizo

KORAYASHI, held the following positions: Navy Vice Minister;

Commander-in-Chief of the Co—bined Fleet; Full Admiral in

1933 (the StH_Year of Showa); placed on the reserve list

in March 1936 (the 1lth Year of Showa); appointed Governor-
General of Taiwan in September of the same year and retired
in November 1940; and State Minlister without Pértfolio.from
December 1944 to March 1945,

2, I was present at the ggnevg_Naval Disa;mgqgnt

‘_l_-"'_———.-_,_ ...--—--—-.-_._‘__._-1._-____...-'- s

Conference of 1927 as a Chief attendant from the Navy with
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the Japanese delegation and Mr. KAYA was with us as an
attendant from the Finance Ministry. In the course of his
duties in this connection Mr. KAYA worded out many figures
to demonstrate how, when the disarmament treatj is concluded,
our naval expenditures necessary in building and maintaining
battleships would be cut downj; and how the anticipated
increase of our naval expenditures could be prevented.
His purpose in so doing was to encourage the Japanese
delegation to reach an agreement on Naval limitations; he
made clear to them how effective and important the conclusion
of the treaty was for the lightening of the burden of the
treasury and the people and enthusiastically pleaded with tae
delegation and attendants for the necessity of bringing the
Treaty into being.

3. I served as Chief of the Nov21l Affairs Bureau of
the Navy Ministry from December 1923 to March 19273 as
Chief, NnvalFTechnical Dept. from Febrvary 1929 to June
19303 and as Vice Navy Minister from June 1930 to November
1931. During this time, when necessary, I negotiated per-
sonally with the Finance Ministry officials concerned.
Mr. KAYA was giving most careful attention and study. During
this period to the War and Navy 5udgets and was exerting
every effort to cut them or c¢heck their increase as far as

possible.
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4. Hailing from the same province as myself, Mr. KAYA
had been an'intimate,friend of mine, In May, 1938, I, who
was then fhe Governor-General of Formosa, came to Tokyo and
called on Mr. KAYA, the then Finance Minister, at his official
residence. to talk with him on the budget for the Govern-
ment-General of Formosa.

_After having carefully lisﬁened to my explanation on
the budget scheme, he said to me in a serious tone that he
understood my point put as he was going to resign his post
as Finance Minister that day he would transfer my business
to his successor.,

It wos quite a revelation to me. ©So I asked him the
reason, He anéwered in substance that when last summer the
so-called China Incident broke out at Lukouchiao the Govern-
ment promptly decided upon a poliey of "non-expansion and
settlement of the incident on the spot."

Ir compliance with this Government policy, he said,
he endeavored to minimize the military appropriations for
the incident, and had taken only temporary, emergency measures
in the matter of source of revenues to cover those appropria-
tions. But contrary to their wishes, the incident spreéd
wider and wider with the conséﬁuent increase in the military
appropriations which the present temporizing revenue measure

was incapable of meeting. It would become inevitable to
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impose a heavy burden upon the people, The thought, he said,

was unbearable to him.
Moreover, as the incident spread there seemed to grow
in the influencial circle an atmosrhere of dissatisfaction |
with him as Finance Minister, so he made'up his mind to resign.
5« 0On 18 October 1941 the TOJO Cabinet was formed
and Mr. KAYA was appointed Finance Minister. On the day
following his appointment he came to talk to me. Since
‘ the Japanese-American problem had become the subject of much
| discussion I inquired of Mr. KAYA, in the course of this
" conversation, how he came to enter the TOJO Cabinet. In
: | reply there-to he stated: "If the TOJO Cabinet is all-out
for war of course, I would not have accepted a seat in it.
- Since that was a matter of utmost concern for me, when _
I was asked to join his Cabinet the first thing T questioned
him was about this, He answered that the U,S,-Japanese
negotiations would be continued and that he was resolved to
do his best to arrive at an understanding, so I came to accept
his offer." I also recall that in the course of this conver-
sation with Mr, KAYA he expressed his desire to bring the
U.S.=Japanese negotiations to a peaceful conclusion by all

mearns.
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On this 12 day of _supust,1947%

at Ichigaya, -Tokyo

DEPONENYT KObaYadbnl, Seizo (seal)

I, Kobayashi, Yoshio,‘hérehy certify that the above

statement was sworn by the Leponent, who aifixed his slgnature

and seal thereto in the presence of Tthls witness.

On the same date

At same place ’

witness: (signed) Tagkwsdu, YLsuruo (seal)

OATH |
In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the
whole truth withhoding nothing and adding aothing.

KOBAYASHL, Seizo (secal)

i ¥
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. 6 June 1947 :
MEMORANDUM FOR: - ]

Geadr . Mﬂ.. W ;} Mr, Sutton 1

FROM t EDWARD P. MONAGHAN, Ghief, -~ - |

| ' Investigative Division, IPS ]
; SUBJECT t Defense Witness |

1. Please find attached hereto 118t of material available on
the following witness and/or witnesses.

| - DEFEITDANT
| - KAYA

7

£

%,
The atteched informetion hes been taken from the compiled report prepered by
5, The report was previcusly claseified secret however this classification
hat been cancelled and st the present time does not earry any classification.

It will be noted tht much of this information has bdeen furnished in
curriculun vitee obtained from the Cabinet Secretariat's office,

WITNESS LIST OF MATERIAL AVAILABLE

{UBAYASHI, cedmo ' Info fyom MID repcrt

. .f‘-_-*-‘,-' —-.-'.

-
B
N - S B —_—
' '_‘-\-_‘_‘_‘._.__‘_—'_-0--"—.-‘

A t"t',..' ‘.' 3

| L O 2, Please acknowledge receipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300,
| | £ £/ |
{ Incl EDWARD P. MONAGHAN

(Described above)




Admiral Seizo KOBAYASKI (Retd.): Former President, Imperial Rule Assistance
Political Society (now dissolved)

1877 Oct. Born in Hiroshimes Prefecture
. Graduated from Baval Academy at head of class
1908 lieutenant Commander
1909 Graduated from Haval Staff College
1912 Commander
1912 Attache, Japanese Emdbassy, lLondon
g Attache, Jep anese Embasgy, Washington
. Instructor, Naval Staff College
1917 Captain
1920 Naval Attache, Jepanese Embassy, London
1922 Rear Admiral ,
1926 Vice Admiral *
1927 Delegate, Geneva Naval Conference
. Director, Department of Haval Materizls and Technical Affairs
. Commander in Chief, lst Fleet
. Commander in Chief, Combined Fleet
1930 Vice Minister of Navy
1931-33 Commander in Chief, Combined Fleet and let 7lent
1933 Admiral; Supreme Military Council
* .1936 OCommander, Chinkai Naval Base
1936 Resigned from navy following February 26 army revolt

1936-1940 Nov., Governor General, Formosa

Well versed in colonial administration, Popularity in military
circles partly due to father's reputation as Chief of Staff of Japanese
Forces in Manchuria during Russo-Jepanese Wer. Descrided as amiable
and energetic, One of most important memdbers of XKenkyukai group of
House of Peers., DBrother-in-law of Field Marshal Terauchi and Marquis )
Koichi Kido, (B84,85)

-
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5 May 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Sutton; Cmdr. Cole; Mr. Wiley

EDWARD P. MONAGHAN, Chief, Investigative Division, IPS

FROM : &

SUBJECT t Defense Witness i

i

1. Please find attached hereto list of material available on the ¥

fellowing witness and/cr witnesses. 1

DEFENDANT - KAYA %

1

}

A

i

A

i

'.

WITNESS v LIST OF MATERTAL AVAILABLE
KOBAYASHI, Seizo - Press Release

./

Dk PECT TSI 4T S, o SN
et s R T Ry e - e =R

.
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2. Please acknowledge receipt cf this memorandun by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 39C..

. -
A e kg |

-

Ll

Incl : : EDWARD P. MONAGHAN
(Described above)
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TTEM 3

P
Four New Members of the House of Councillors Make : B
Pledges - Mainichi (Saitama Edition) - 22 Apr 47. -
Translator: K. Sato (UG) -
‘-"5

KOBAYASHI, Eizo (Seizo) - I will strive for the B
rehabilitation of medium and small industries, and B
endeavor to make adequate distribution of materials, |
for they are the foundation of JAPAN's reconstruction.,




1 May 1947

MEMORANDUM TO:  Mr. Sutton; Mr. Wiley
FROM : EDWARD P. MONAGHAN'

Information in the form of a Staff Study compiled by G-2
has been included in the Investigative Case Files of the

International Prosecution Section and is now available on the |
following witness.

KOBAYASHI, Seizo
TR TR

who has been requested by
KAYA

| £ P

EDWARD P. MONAGHAN ]
Chief, Investigative Section |




| 1 May 1947
MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr, Sutton; Mr. Elwards

FROM : ED{LKD P. MONAGHAN, Acting Chief
| Investigative Division, IFS
SUBJECT ¢ Defense Witness ]
l. Please find attached hereto list of material available on the : 5 ‘]
rollowing witness and/or wi messes, 4
DEFICONT | witness General ‘-‘. é
WITNESS LIST OF MATERIAL AVAILARLE

M

KOBAYASHY, Yoshiharu Curriculum Vitae 1

2« Please acknowledge receipt of this mamorand
and returning attached carbon copy to this office,

CL o
Incl

EDWaRD P, MON..GHAN
(Deseribed above) -




CURRICULUM VITAE

Name in Full: Yoshiharu KOBAYASHI

Date of Birth: August 19, 1886

Social Rank: A 'samrai' in Tokyo

1902 Mer. 31 OCompleted the whole course of the First Prefectural Middle
Sghool.

1903 Apr. 16 Entered the Preparatory Course of the Tokyo Higher
Normal School.

1907 Mar. 31 Complet®d the whole course of the Japanese and Chinese
Classic Dept. of the Regular Course of the same.

Apr., 16 Entered the post-graduate course of the same

1909 Mar, 31 Finished the two year ocourse of the post-graduate course
of the same (made a special study of pedagogy).

Oct. 14 VWas certified to surpess the graduates of the lst
Dept. of the Preparatory Course of Universities in
scholarly attainments through an exam. given at the
lst Higher School.

Oct. 15 VWas admitted into the Literature College of the Tokyo
Imperial University.

1912 July 10 Graduated from the Literature Dept. (made a special study,
of the Japanese Literature)of the same.

1913 Jan. 18 VWas appointed a teacher of the 2nd Prefectural Middle School
of Kanagawa Prefecture. (present Odawara Middle School)
The Cabinet.

Was granted the 10th grade of salary.
Kanagawa Prefecture.

1916 Mar., 31 Was confered the Junior Grade of the 7th Court Rank.
The Imperial BHousehold Ministry.

. [ » ‘ % 1]
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1917 Mar. 31 VWas granted the 9th grade of salary.
Kanagawa Prefecture.

iy
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1919 May, 6

ditto

May 7

May, 31
1921 Apr. 8

1922 Mar. 31
1923 Mar. 31

1925 Apr. 10

1928 Apr. 10

1934 Sep. 15
1935 Oct. 14

Was relieved of the post at my own request.
The Cabinet

Was granted the 7th grade of salary.
Kanagawa Prefecture.

Was appointed Prefessor of the TOYO /Oriental/ University.
Was appointed lecture of the Tokyo Music Academy.

Was appointed lecuturer of the Tokyo Women's College.

Was relieved of the post in the Tokyo Music Academy.
Resigned from the post in the Tokyo Women's College.

Was appointed lecturer of the Literature Dept. of the
Hosei University.

Was appointed lecturer of the Literature Dept. of the
Taisho University.

Was appointed lecturer of the Chiyoda Women's College.

Was appointed assistant professor of the Tohoku Imperial
University, was raised to the 4th rank of the higher
Civil service. The Cabinet

Was granted the 4 grade of salary and additional allowance of
¥800,- The Education Ministry.

¥as ordered to hold a post in the faw Dept. and occupy the
chair of the 2nd chair on the Japanese literature.
The Education Ministry.

Was raised to the Senior Grade of the 6th Court Renk.

Was appointed professor of the Tohoku Imperial University,
was raised to the 4th rank of the higher civil service.
The Cabinet.

Was granted the 6th grade of salary; was ordered to hold
a post in the Law Dept. and occupy the Chair of the 2nd
OChair on the Jeapanese literature.

The Education Ministry.

Was raised #oi%he Junior Grade of the 5th Court Rank.




1940 June 1
1940 Mar. 31
1942 July 8
1944 :;.1: 1

1944 Sep. 1
1944 Sep. 12

Page 3

Was raised tc the 2nd rank of the higher civil service.

Was granted the 5th grade of salary.
The Education Ministry.

Was decorated with the Lth Order of Merit with the
Sacred Treasure.

Was raised to the lst rank of the higher civil
serviece.

The Cabinet. | *l
Was raised to the Junior Grade of the 4th Court Rank.

e

Was decorated with the 3rd Order of Merit with the Sacred "> -
Treasure, Sl
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MEMORAIDDUM TO: Mrs David N. Sutton

FROM ¢ Lt. Kurt Steiner 40{b

1. Your attention is invited to the following documentsi

8, IPS Document No. 2279 - an envelope containing reports by
General TADA re militery situaticn in Noo~ih China. This document has not
been used in evidence., TuDi is & Defense witness assigned to IMr. ILopez.

be IPS Documents 2315 to 2322 ‘zclusive -- being searet documents
on the Marshal Chang Tsuo-lin Incident iacluding comments by HaTOYLMS,
Ichiro, who received these documents from Geuerel WWiLKs, Giichi, One of
these documents is & report by General T MuXi to the Thrcoe stating that the
assassination of Chang Tsuo-lin was planned and executed by members of the
Kwantung Army Staff., These documents have not been used in evidence,
HATOY:M. is & Defense witness assigned to Messrs, Comyns-Carr and Brown.

¢c. IPS Document 2384 —— file of messages on Inner Mongolian
Lffairs., among them is a wire from ARIYOSHI to HIROT.. deted 25 October 1933
containing reference to the support given to Imner Mongolian leaders by the
Japanese Special Service Organization, This document has not been intro-
ducede A4 person by the name of ARIYOSHI, Chuichi will be a witness for
the Defense. The first name of the sender of this wire is ikira. Hovever,
the Defense application states that the witness was ;mbassador to China
which is true for the sender of this wire (ARIYOSHI, ..kira), but not for
ARTIYOSHI, Chuichi. It mey therefore be assumed that the first name on
the Defense application is an error. The witness ARIYOSHI is assigned to

Mr, Brown.

l 5. Your attention is further invited to the fact that the Russian
Division filed with the Document Division a number of affidavits by or
jmplicating persons who are now being celled as DeTense iyitnesses. saAnoOng
them are the following:
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IS Doc,

E'xh- NO-.
1951 Not Introduced

1904 Not Introduced

1970 703

198e: 705

1987 684, 1334

1991 701

Witness for Whom the
Document Originated

or Who is TImplicated

L
L

4SaD0, Seburo

ISOGAI, Rensuke
KOR,Y..SHI, Seizo
KISHI, Shinsuke

USHIROKU, Jun
TOMII.Gii, KyoJi
IS0G.I, Rensuke

KORiYaSHI, Seizo
KISHI, Shinsuke

WGWER, T

attorneys to

¥hom 4ssigned

Vasiliev, Woolworth
Vasiliev, VWeolworth,
HWyi, Cole, Wiley,
Mornene, Dunigen
Vasiliev, Woolworth

Vasiliev, Woolwcrth

Nyi, Cole, W:liey,
Mornane, Dunigan

Vasiliev, Wooiworth 9

Vasiliev, Woolworth,
Fixel, Lopez, Robinson,
Edwards, Crowe,
Mornane

3e I suggest that the attorneys to whom the various witnesses are
assigned request additional analyses and, if necessory, translation of
pertinent documents mentioned above which have not yet been introduced,

for use in cross—examination oxr rebuttal,

I suggest further that proper -

entries be made in all witness files on Defense witnesses who have
previously testified in the Prosecution case as stated above.

cCCaq

Judge Nyi

Moje Gene Vasiliev
Col. Woolworth
Capt. Robinson
Col, Fixel

Col, Mornane
Comdr. Cole
ir. Comyns~Carr
Ur. Browm

Lh‘- Wiley

Mre I-lopez

Mre Edwards

Mre. Wagner

Mr. Crove
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Date:

Name of Witness: /}/05/3//13/7’/, ,@30

Corpleted as to Items Numbers: /-_.,2 Ve $=6 7{

' Partiaily completed as to Items Numbers: -.;?

If Itern. 9 is applicable, state briefly tre nature of tre
investigation conducted: .

—_— I‘. '-T—-'vkﬁ*-:“-ﬁ--ﬂl_ — & \.hf.r-;__'-_




