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CONTINUED INTERROGATION OF

General Hideki Tojo

Date and Times 26 February 1946, 1345-1650 hours,

Place ¢ Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Japan..

Present $: General Hideki Tojo

MTe John We Fihelly, Interrogator
Commanaer Yale Maxon, USNR, Inierpreter
Miss Myrtle B. Mills, Stenographer

Questions by § Mr. Fihelly
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Yesterday I think there was Something which you wished to add to
your answer to the last question. The last question, as I remember,

Wasy How early in 1941 did Japan begin investigations as to her
readiness for war with the gnived States?

W hat T had in mind yesterday were two other matters which T wished
to talk about. In regard to this question, as I explained yesterday,
the war was decided upon at the Imperial Conierence or pecember lste.
Before that, Japan wus not brepared and I gave you the facts about
that yosterday. It was considered that, although Japan wus not pre=

DPared, she had been challenged and had to fight, no matter what the
State o1 her preparedness wase.

You mention that you had two other matters on which you wished to
Speak. would you like to talk sbout those now?

The first matter is thisy that Japan was exercising the right of

Justifieble seli~defense in the face of challenge. I would like to
give some facts about that. In the first place, before the outbreak
Of the war with gmerica, Japun had been fighting with China for more

than four years and her 8trength was not sufficient to warrant taking
on powerful new enemics,.

Again, Japan's peaceful commerce with North and South America and the
South geas was being restricted as the result oi the European war,
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Moreover, commerce with the continent an. the South Seus, it inter-
Tupted even for a month, woul. h.ve an effect on Japan's existence,
This 1s explained very well in an article by General /phon/ XURTZX
in the #Japan Advertiser® for Avgust 1921, This was just before the
Washington Conference. T woula like to give you the main points of
that article, which are as followsy /The witness proauced a written

document, the substantial points of which were translated on the spot
as followsy/

Japan is absolutely dependent on the continent for foode
stuffs ana raw materials. Japan's depenaence on the cone
tinent is definiie and she cannot permit even temporary
interference with it. Tn beace time, Japan sells her
products, and especially mamitactured goous, to the contie
hent and gets necessary goods therefrom in return. If this
peaceful trade is maintained, no problems will arise. The
continued flow of products from the continent is a requisite
for the economic life of Japan. She cannot permit even its
temporary suspension. Tf Suspended for a month, it would
lecad to great suffering and calamity. Hence, the demands
on the peighboring couniries or Adsia which will enable Japan
o maintain her economic life are certainly not unreasonuable,
Dor are they contrary to international relations. In this
Trespect, they are not unlike relations between the ynited
States and Mexico. That is to say, they are important, but

with this difference = that they are a matter of lire or
death to Japan.,

This article reveals very well Japan's feelings in regard to the contie
nent or China. This article was written in 192l. Today it is many
times more necessary. That is the ena of the first matter, that is to
8ay, the condition in Japan prior to the ware

Now I woula like to speak upon the second matter -« the economic threat
from England and pmerica and the aid to China.

The firet point is this; In 1939, America dencunced the Japanese-American
Treaty of Commerce. Even before that, Japanese-pmerican trade had become

very difficult. Japan's economy was, to a large extent, dependient upon
Americas As I just said, trade became more difficuli and things like oil
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and scrap iron had ceased to ccme in. After the denunciation of
the Treaty of Commerce, this became much more severes Japan had
two possibilities, one to buy from Central and South Americaj the

other, to get raw materials from the South Seas, including the
Netherlands East yndies,

The Second pointy; Japan had to trade with the Netherlands East
Inaies anu with this invent, she negotiated for many months during
1941. However, the negotiations were broken oif on June 17, 1941,
the Netherlanus East Tnuies having shown an hostile attitude,

Point threes; On 25 July 1941, England and America froze Japanese
assets. This was the spearhecad oi an economic blockade. Hence,
because or the reasons T have quotved a momont ago « reasons of her
existence ~ Japan was in extreme danger. Japan was not in a state
of war with America and England, yet this economic blockade was an
hootile action not comparing unfavorably with war itself., The

Japanese regarded this being driven into a tight corner as an unjust
action,

Point foury On QOctober 24, 1941, on U« S« Navy pay, President
ROOSEVELT made a broadcast in which he predicted the continuance oi

American aid to CHING and said that the power or smerica, Britain,
China and the Duvch was contimuing to increase. On 3 October, accord-
ing to the newspapers, a conrerence or British and Amnerican leaders
was hela in Manila, At this conterence, an exchange of expert views
took place on various Pacific problems of world importance. Also,

the strategic situation was serutinized. The following subjects were
investigateds

&e The problem of joint Anglo-pmerican aid via the Burma
Road.

be Plans for joint operations between the English forces,
which were being increased in the Burma area, anu the
Chungking forces in Southwest China.

Ce The increase of joint Anglo-pmerican operations in the
Pacific, especially joint air force operations..
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Poini five; Moreover, Brigadier General /phon/ GUR{TA, who hud
been a member ox the American Military Mission at Hongkong, 8aia

on Qctober 9 just before leaving Hongkong for Chungkings #*Qur
purpose in coming to China was to aid Chungking to continue fight-
inge From now on we will visit various places in order to bring
this about, using Chungking as our headquarters. Needless to say,
we will visit Rangoon also and apply every effort to increasing

the transpost capacity or the Buwima roud for hundling armaments
and military supplicss,

I shoula like to make some concluding remarks on these lust points
relative to aid to China. fhe first point is the fuct that arms
ana military supplics were being furnished to China by England anu
Anerica. The second point is that continued chinese resistance wes
being encouraged. The third point is that Eugland ard China were
engaged in milivary cooperation. The fourth point is that American

and British troops on active duty were going to China and partici-
Pating in help to that couniry.

The first matter then, summarizing all the things T have said touay,
is thut Japan was being strangled economically. I woula like to
continue my explanation tomorrow, especially with regard to the
military menace. These things are terribly important ana, particu-

lixrly from the point of view of responsibility, I feel that you must
hear them,

Your answers to qQquestions which we have askea you huave assisted and
will assist us in our investigation. We are only too gled to let you
muke such explanations as you desire. As you realize, not only will
these assist us in our investigation but, shoula you be tried in cone
nection with these matters, the answers made to these questions could
be used against you, so we wish ana have wished to give you the
opportunity to make full answers in this investigation. We are sure
that you have realizea from the beginning this situation.

YeSe T am very thankful for the way this investigation has been con-
ducted ana T am thankful for the efforts you have made to interpret
Just what I have said. I realize that this trial will, of course, be

a trial of me as an individual, but it is not only such - it is also a
trial through me of the actions taken by the Empire. Tt is also a trial
o1 the righteousness or unrighteousness or those actions. TIr this




Contimued
Interrogation or Hiueki Tojo - 26 February 1946 - 5 -

connection, my responsibility is very great since T had important
relations with these matters. T also hope that the feelings and
thoughts and outcries or the Asiatics will be heard at the trial
for this will have an important relationship to the maintenance
of peace in the futuie. T feel that these matters are impostant
and not just an excuse. That is the way I feels
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Certificate of Internreter

Lok Lot T

% Yale Maxon, Cpdr., USNR ; 11-35.-72

Wane) (Serial Nunbter)
being sworn on oath, state that I truly trenslated the questions
and answers given from English to Jananese and from Jemenese 1o
Englich resnectively, end that the above transcristion of such
questions and aaswers, consisting of 5 mnages, is true and
accurate to the best of my knowledge end belief, |

John W. Fihelly

Duly Detsiled Investizating Officer,
Internstional Prosecution Section, G3IQ, SCAP

Certificate of Stenozrajher

I, Myrtle B, Hills , hereby certify that I acted
as stenozrasher at the interro ¢ -t out ahove, and that 1
transcribed the forezoing questi né ansvers, and that the
transcrintion is true and accura the hest of my knovwledge
and belief.
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Certificate of Interrogator

j 27
1, John W. Fihelly . certify that on 224

day of _;g;szAﬁ-' , 1945, mersonally apneared vefore me TOJO

Hideki . and accordinz to _ _Commander Yale Maxon, USHR i

Internreter, geve the foregoing ens--ers to the several guestions Set

forth therein.
’T/@;QVLHLé/-ffqguf
Z/ﬁahn W}.Fihefrﬁ

TOXKY))
(Flace)

12 Auzgust 46
(Date)
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