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Division of Orisine Naval /nalysis Division.

SU3JECT: ALEUTIAN Campaign, Scaplane Operations, the Naval Battle of the
KOMANDORSKI ISLLNDS, and the Defense of the KURILES,

Personnel interrozated and beckground of cachs

Cormender Kintaro MNIURA was senior air officer on board the seanlane
tender FAMIKAWA MARU from the outbreak of war until December 1942, He then
served in the northern KURILES, first as the Lir Officcr on the staff of
Commender FIFTH Flcet until August 1943, then on the staff of the TWELFTH
Air Flect until March 1944. Thereafter he served with the USA Air Group
throuzh August, 1944, on the staff of the 25th Lir Squadron (OKINAWL) through
October, 1944, on the staff of SECOND Air Fleet (PHILIPPINES) through December,
1944, and then egain on the atoff of the TVELFTH Air Fleet (HOKL4IDO) through
June, 1945. He is at present attached to the YOKOSUKA AIR GROUP? haeed at
MISAWA on Northern HONSHU, He is a regulaer officer and a pilot with 2500
hours of flight time,

Where Intcrviewed: Room 618, MEIJI Building.
Interrogator: J., S. RUSSELL, Captain, USHN.
Interoreters D. BARTLETT, Lieutenant Commander, U.S.N.Re

211ied Officcrs Presents S. B. SPLNGLER, Captain, USN, oresent at first
interrogation only.
PEYTON HARRISON, Captain, USNR, (Chief of Staff
of U.S, Naval Force at Battle of KOMLNDORSKIS),
sresent at sceond interrogation onlyh

The KAMIKAWA MLRU, Ceptain Terohachi SHINODA, carried 14 single floct,
two seat, sootting binlenes tyoe zcro, and four single float, two seat,
reconnalssance bivlancs tyne 95. She was dctached at sca and ordered north
from & group of auxiliary vessels which were in the j11-fated MIDWAY expedi-

tion. She arrived in KISKA HARBOR on 15 June 1942.

The shins nresent upon the arrivel of the KIMIKURA MARU were, to the best
of Commender MIURA's memory, the light cruiser KISO, four to six destroyers,
and a few auxiliairies, including the KINIKLWA M.RU which had arrived four
or five days eerlior with six twin float, three seat, rcconncissance monoplenes,
tyse zero, The Commending Officcr of the KIS0, Captein ONO, wes in commend cf
forces afloat; Licutenant Commander MUKAI wes in command of the landing force
ashore., Personncl were highly nervous due to bombings. No creat damage had
been caused, but the attacks were persistent.

The KiMIKAWA hoisted out her planes and sent them to the beach where a
basc was sct up. Gasoline was put ashore in 200 liter drumss A row of buoys
was laid just off=-shore for the use of the small planes, The planes moored at
the buoys in fine weether, but were dragged ashore, using bamboo mats and hand
nower to pct them through the surf, durin: bad weather and for scrvicing.,
Sometimcs the nlenes were flown over and larded in the calm waters of SALMON
LAGOON for engincering work, SLLMON LAGOON was also used for operations when
the wind was high, The nlanes flew three hour anti-submarine and reconnaissance

patrols.
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[bout 19 Junc the KAMIKATIA MARU withdrew from KISKL H:iRBOR because of
the U.S. bombing attecks and went to AGATTU, ¥hile there she made frequent
short visits, or sent a destroyer, to KISKi with supplies and fucl, while
the seanlanc base was building. Shec usually went in under cover of darkness.,

LYt LGLTTU there were no air attacks until about 10 July, when about
seven B=24's attacked for ebout 90 minutes from an altitude estimeted to be
6000 meters (19,500 fcet), Present at the time were the KAMIKLTL and KIMIKLTA
F.RUs, an oil tanker and six destroyers. The KIMIKAWA MARU received a near
miss which killed a few end injured several, of her bridge nersonnel, but no
materiel damagze was done to any of the shins nresent,

Lfter the atteck by the B=24's, the KAMIKAMA M.RU tried to use an anchorace
off .TTU, but found the foz conditions too severec, Instead, she lay to in
an arca about 100 miles southuecst of KISK.i, While operating in this area and
about the end of July one destroyer, the TODOROKI, was sent to rcconnoiter
LAGATTU for sheltcr. While at ALGATTU this destroycr was blowvn in two by a
submarine tornedo, JAbout 30 of her »ersonnel survived by swinming ashore.

Lhout the last of July the KIMIKL.. was crdered to return to JiPLN, She
pessed through the KURILES just south of PLRAMUSHIRO, through L4 PEROUSE
STRLIT, and dovm the west coest of JAPAN to S.SEBO, Thereafter she went to
the SHORTL.ND ISLANDS,

Commender MIURL seid thet of the 24 float seaplanes from the two tendcers,
only twe or three vere oncraticnal at thc end of two months. The losses in the
surf and otherwise duc to weather compriscd about 60% of the total loss. The
other 40% was shovm down by B-17's and B=24's, cor damaged beycnd repair as a
rcsult of enemy action. Six of the scanlancs cperated from the KINMIKLT: MARU,
steying with her during her cruises around the other islands as well as at
KISKA. The four tyrc 95 float wlancs operated similarly from the KAMIKLW.L MIRU,
The renainder, 14 tyre zero float nlancs were shore-based in KISK. H.RBOR,
Flisht crews for the lattcr totalled 40 pilots and 20 men, and the pnlanes were
sudnorted by a shore party of almost 70 nen,

Commander NIURA returned to the northern area in Dccember, 1942, when he
relieved (then) Liev%ecnant Commander Taisuke ITC as Air Officer on the staff
of Commander FIFTE Flcet, embarked on the heasvy cruiser NACHI, The flagship
based at OMIN.TO, but made sevcral cruiscs to PLRIMNUSHIRO during the winter,
The FIFTE Fleet engazed wrimarily in training operations, both ship and air,
in the OMIN.TO erea. TWhen Commander MIUR.L relieved as IFIFIE Fleet Staff Lir
Officer, KISKA had six tyoe zero twin float rcconneissance monoplenes sunported
by the KII'IK. . IURU., Of thesc six, he said, about four on the averaze were
ket operational, Of Jananese Lrmy troons in the .LLEUTL.NS he had been
informed that the Lrmy occcudying force orizinally on LTTU had been moved to
hISKL, reinforced, and »laced under the command of Brisadier Genecral MINEKI,
The .rmy troops which left ..TTU were renlaced by a troop movement from
?.RVIUSHIRO, Thesc latter troops were commanded by Colonel YAKASLKI who
rcmained on .TTU until the end., (Commander i'IURL's estimate of troons on
4 7 as)of 12 Hay, was 2500; his cstimate for those on KISKA at the same time
was 5000 R

T1.E BLTTLE OF THE KOLLIIDORSKIS

Commandcr MIURA's first cruise to the ALEUTIINS es a staff officer was on
beoard the flegshin MACHI. [411 the forces then available to the FIFTH Fleet
were to accomdany a three-trensoort convoy to LiTTU, in order to et this
convoy throusgh the growing interference which U.S., surface forcecs were causing
the Jananese line of communications with the Testcrn [L.LEUTI.NS, The convoy
was comprised of two 10,000 ton, 15 knot ships, the LUATA MARU and the LS.LKAL
NRU, and a smeller (3000 to 4000 ton) slower shin, whose name he did not
remembcr, .41l transhorts carried suoplics and ammunition. The escort force
was comrrised of 2 CA's, NACHI and M.Y.; 2 CL's, TAMA and LBUKUM. (Flagship
of the FIRST Destroycr Squadron); and six DD's., Commandcr FIFTH Flcet,

Vice .dmiral Moshiro HOSOG.Y/., with his fleg in N.CHI, was in command,

-
USSBS NO, 98




The one slow trans»mort was sent on aheed with orders to rendezvous with
the main convoy at a noint about 150 milcs wcst of ATTU, at 0500F 27 May.
The escort force with the two large, fast transnorts sortied from PARAMUSHIRO,
about 25 March, in unlcasant weather: high wind and scud clouds. The
weather improved, and on the early morning of 27 March became calm with a
broken overcast sky. Commander FIURA had the morning staff watch and was
keeninz a sharp lookout for the small transport, since the main convoy was
approaching the rendezvous point. The ships were in & single column on a
northerly heading, order in column: N.CEI, RK.YL, TAMA, .LBUKUML, the six
destroyers, and the two large merchantmen. The masts of a ship were sighted
on the horizon to the south, and thinking this to be the smell transnort,
Commandcr MIURA so reported it to his admiral. A column risht throuzh apnproxi-
metely 180 degrces was exccuted and the masts of additional shins were si:hted
to the south, The ranzc closcd repidly and a U.S. forec, consisting of one
10,000 ton heavy cruiser, an OMAiHA class 1lizht cruiscr, end five destroycrs,
was made out, IS ~zs recalized that the Japanesc force wes superior so the
ranzc was closed with the intention of destroying the Amcrican force. The
N..CHI was the only shi» carrying aircraft, and shc was ordcred to leunch
slanes. She was very slow in commlying and the orcder to onen fire was given
before she had her »nlanes off. The Janancsc opencd fire at about 0540,
slizhtly ahcad of the fmcricans. The first salvo of the NACHI ruined the two
single float two=-scat ty»ec zero spotting plancs on the starhboard catanult.
These werc jettisoned. The »lane on the port catanult, however, was undamaged
and was launched., This was a twin float threc=-scet, ty»e zero, rcconnaissance
seaplanc., It was the only Jananese nlane airbornc in the battle area, served
as a snottinzy nlanc throughout the engagement, and landed safcly at LTTU,

[.fter onening fire at about 20,000 meters the leading imerican shin
turncd left anproximatcly 90 degrces and it a»npearcd that the .inerican forcc
was flecinz,

Adter the first salve was fired, the main bhattery of the NiLCHI was made
inoperative becausc of loss of ecleetric nower duc to low steam pressurc at
the generators. (The gencrator stecam sunply wes shifted too carly to a
boiler which was just getting up stcam,) For thirty minutecs thc main battery
guns werc at meximun elevation and could not be laid. The confusion caused
by this casuzity was added to by 15cm (6 inch) shell hits from the first
Lmcrican salvocs. One 1l%cm (5~ ainch) shell severed the lcads between the
dircctor in the top and the guns of the main battery. "hnen eleotric power
was restored this casualty had to be discovered and corrected before the
main battery -uns rcsumed firing. The other 15cem (6 inch) sheil hits were
all "high" and locatced z2s follows: one picreced the brid:e structure, forwerd
and below the first hit (that which severed the firc conirol leads to the
foretop); two amidshin throuzh the base of the cataoult :iructure, a short
distance above the rain dezk; and one which scvered a maiimast backstaye.
(N-le: Commander MIUPA was quostioned closely about the caliber of ihe
shclls which hit the ..CHl, Hc was very positive that z1i the hits cnumerated
above, which -icreed the shin's superstructurce, were 15 cm {6 inch), and
was quite surc that the onc which severcd the stay was of the same celiber,
since it arrived in a salvo with 15cm shells. He stated repeatedly that
thoere were no 20cm (8 inch) hits. Thesc heavy shells made many close misscs,
but the vast rajority landed just forward of the shin's bow, drenchin: the
bridge with watcer. He comlsined of smarting eyes, which he attributed to the
dye in thcse shell s»hlasiws. He was cloquent on the subject of the ‘merican
de.?,tr()')ym's' Amner;s, gayins that their 13cm (5 incli) shells landed aboard like
rale,

During the 30 minutes in which the NACFI's main battery wes inopcrative,
she continued to lcad, but nancuvcred te avoid interference with the HAYi's
shootinz. The Japznese cruiscrs fired torncdocs, soon after opening fire
with their main batterics, while the range was still closing, 41l tormedoes
misscd. The LBUKUKL end her six destroyers were ordered to closc and carry
out a torpedo attack, However, the N.CHI stecamed at speeds un to 33 knots
and the cdestroycrs had a difficult time making over 28, hcnce, although they
"cut ccrnere® tryiny to catch up, they cculd not exccute their mission. The
destrocyers did fire their tornedees about an hour aftcr the sction started,
but the rencc was cxtreme and no hits were made,

¥ Notc thc crror of two lLicurs in Commander NIURL's rccollcction of tire.

This is consistcnt threouth~ut his aceount 2nd was checked by hig statcnent
that sunrise waes azbout 0530 (actually 0330 TOKYO Time).
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About an hour and a half aftcr action was be;un the hAmerican destroyers
laid smoke., The American shins zic-za7ged and fired betwecen snoke colurns.
About 0700 a 13enm (5 inch) shell from the U,S, destroyers passcd through
the gun port of No, 1 turret on the KLCHI, exploded inside, and killed the
entire turret crew, The American destroyers! fire was very heavy., Many
13em shells burst above and showered the mein deck with fragments; about
L0 of the NACHI's tecwnside personnel were killed this way. Failrly carly in
the esction a 13em shell struck the after end of the flag bridge and detonated
2~ainst the deck house. .U this time the Adnirel was standing at the forward
center of the flez bridge with his two nrincipal staff officers on either side
end slizhtly behind hin, The other staff officers were standing in a single
renk to the rear, Commander MIURA wes second from the right in this rank and
in e rclatively cxnosed position, Miraculously, ell shell fragments riisscd
the officers, but killed three conmunication personnel whose stations were
further aft, and sct fire to the after end of the bridge. This fire burned
briskly for a short while, but was ranidly extinguished.

During the mencuvcring to westerly and northwestcrly courses, the light
cruiser TAMA ended up in the van of the cruiscr eolurn. When the .merican
destroyers bezan an attack the anti-gircraft guns »Hut aut a berrazc as a deterrent
to their edvance, Commander MIURA expressed adniration for the skill and
dering of this attack and the volume of 1l3cn fire which the destroyers delivered,
He said he did not know how a shin could live through the concentration of fire
which wes brought to bear on the leading destroyer, There were no torpedon
hits as a result of this imericen attack, and he statcd that he was not aware
that any torpedocs had actually been fired.

For three hours the action sec-sewed back end forth across thc surface of
the occan, The Jenanesc registered few hits, the lAmericans nany, although
the main battery salvoes from the heavy crulser were consistently close misses
shead, The Japanese ran short of munition, Vice Admiral HOSOGAYL calculated
that Amcriean plancs from JDAK would join action in three hours from the start
of the battle, He therefore broke off the action by continuing to the west,
while the American shins went south, |

The NACFI sustained the hcavicst damage of any of the Janancse shirs. In
addition to the hits mentioned above, Commander MIURA said there werc l3cm
(5 inch) hits too numerous to rccord. The next rost damaged ship was the
light cruiser TAMA, although her damage wes 211 "tonside" with none of the
vitals of the shin» deranged., The heevy cruiser VAY. zot off elmost "Scot-free®,
with only lizht supcrficial damage. He knew of nc damage to the LBUKUMA and
her destroyers.

As for dameze done to the cnemy, Commender MIURL said it was claimed thet
one destroyer was very seriously darmaged, and one meajor caliber hit had been
made on the Lmerican hcavy cruiser,

Commander MIURA stated, positively, that there were no troops cmbarked
in any of the Janancse combatant shins, and nonec to his knowledge in any of
the three merchant transports, The latter ships continued to the northwest
to an arca sbcut thirty miles south of BERING ISL.ND where they awaited orders;
thence they rcturned to D:RAMUSHIRO, While standing by awaiting orders the

trapsnorte sighted two to four PBY's,

Lfter breaking off action the combatant ships went west to the coast of
KAMCELTKA, then dowm the coast to PARAMUSHIRO, One American alrcraft was
sighted by the combatant shins during the dey of the battle, This aircraft _
was not definitcly identificd, but it wes resorted as, end thought to be, f
a flying boat, No Jananecse aircraft support from PARLEUSHIRO was planncd
or given. Fog was not encountered on the return voyage.

The NACHI was sent from PARMMUSHIRO to OMINLTO for renairs. Sincc the

heavy rcpairs could not be effeoted there, she went on dovm to the Navy Yard
&t S.l.ﬂaSEBO ®

/= UssisS NO




THE ASSAULT AND RETAKING OF ATTU

Commander MIURA had little to say of the Japanese ovm operations to
assist the ATTU msarrison in the defense of that island., He said many plans
were made, but cancelled due to weather and that the operations were generally
unsuccessful. When an ettack group was sent they were preceded by a weather
nlane. The Japancse weather forecasting, he said, was rather good. This
he attributed to the fact that they had broken the Russian weather code and
hence could include a considerable area in their weather analysis. He said
that nriocr to the American bombardment of ATTU there had been a plan to send
48 landbesed tyoe zero fishters to operate from the strip at HOLTZ BAY,

TPE EVACUATION OF KISKA

At the time of the evacuation of KISKA Commander MIURA was at P.RAMUSHIRO.
Most of the other members of the staff were with Commander FIFTH Fleet, Vice
Admirel KAWASE, embarked in the TAMA which was at sea southwest of KISKA.
Commander FIRST Destroyer Squadron, Rear ,idmiral KIMURL, embarked in the
LBUKUMA, was in direct charse of the evacuation force.

Because the supply routes were cut, XISKA could not be maintained.
The evacuation was effected by one light cruiser and thirteen destroyers.
(Note: See summary of interrogation of Commander Nifumi MUKAI, who was
one of the evacuces. He stated that two light cruisers, ;BUKUMA end KISO,
and eight destroyers participated.,) The approach was made from the south
because the fog was thickest in that dircetion. The evacuation was successful
only on the third attemmt. On the sececond ettemnt, when very near KISKL, the
entire force was exnosed by a complete liftinz of the fog, and had to retire.
On the third attempt, the fog persisted until the force was close to the
south end of KISKA ISLAND; then it thinned enough to permit navigation along
the coastline, The shins had no rader. With the shorecline in sight and
close egboard, the force passed up the west coast of the island, around the
north end, and dowvn the cast coast into the harbor. The for lifted in the
harbor., Durini: the apnroach arranzements with the shore party were comnleted
by radio. The force anchorcd just before sunset., Within 30 minutes
(Commander MUKAI scid one hour) upwards of 5000 nersonnel were embarked., No
equinment or suonlics were teken aboard, just personnel. After loading, the
ships departed, and acain followed the shoreline close aboard, north eround
the island, They took denarture from the southern end of the island. Returning
to P;iRAMUSHIRO the force followed a track not quite so far south as the
outbound track. They refueled en route at 2 point about half way to P.R/IMUSHIRO
frorn an oiler which had accomnanied them nart way out,

AT St A i b e e, R, S e

The air defcnse of the KURILES in the neriod June to September, 1942, was
srovided by 18 Army fighter planes based at KASHIUABIRA on the west side of
P.RANUSHIRO STRLIT, and by 36 Navy firhters and 36 Nevy land based attack
planes (BETTIES) based at HOROMUSHIRO at the south end of PARIMUSHIRO ISLAND,
The onerational radius of the land based attack planes was considered to be
700 nautical niles. it the SHIMUSHU Navy Seenlanc Base werc approxinately
four three-scet, twin float reconnaissance seenlenes, twelve single-seat,

single float, scaplene fighters, and four two=-scat single float snotting
seanlancs,

There was a Navy strip on a small area of flat land on thc southeast
end of N.TSUW.: ISLAND. 1In this location the weather was very bad. There was
an Arny strip on the north end of URUPPU ISLAND, Thcre wes a Navy airfield
at TENNAI in the vieinity of HITOK.PPU W.N on ETOROFU ISL.ND, where thcre wes
nornally based & six-planc unit of carrier attack bombers,

LA11 pcrsonnel evecueted from KISKA were teken to SHIMUSHU and P..R.AMUSHIRO,
There were three Army divisions in the KURILES; about hclf of these troops
were on P.ARAMUSHIRO, the remainder divided between M.TSUWA, URUPPU, end
ETOROFU. The hcaviest anti-azircraft and coast defense wes located on both
sides of PLRIMUSHIRO STRLIT. From about fAuzust 1942 onward therc were
approximately 60 13cm 7uns 2nd 15 7em suns installed there. The .merican air
erfort avainst the KURILLS accounted for the sinking of three or four cargo
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shins off K.SHIW.B.RA, however, little damage was done to the airfields.

Shin bombardments caused considerable damege at airfields by the destruction
of buildings and the nocketing of runweys. iAfter & bombardment at HOROMUSHIRO
it took one weck to repair the runway. There was lighter damage at SURIB.ACHI.
The hanger and beach installations were heavily damaged at M.TSUWA,

During the period between the Summer of 1944 end the Spring of 1945
all Navy personnel and about one Army division were withdrawn from the
KURILES, princinally because Lmerican submarines had rendered supply too
difficult. Navy personnel went into training in the OMINATO arca with a view
toward defensc azainst landing operations in NORTH JLPAN. Army personnel went
to HOKKAIDO to nrincipal Arny bases to train for the same purnose. A4s to the
sinking of supply ships, Commandcr MIURA could not give concrete figures, but
he said there were many, in his opinion from ten to twenty. Of these a few
werc 10,000 ton shins, but most werc in the 3000 to 4000 ton category. The
heevicst rate of sinkings occurred in the erea east of K.iRAFUTO (S..KHALIN),
and off streits of Li PEROUSE and TSUGARU, At the end of the war the
submarines were sinkinz shi-s in ISHIKLRI BLY on the wost coast of HOKKAIDO,
The submarines did much more harn than airplanes. He considered airplanes
ineffecetive due to weathcr,

Then the Navy nersonnel were withdrawn from the KURILES, all Navy air-
plencs were withdravm also. The Army withdrew all airplancs excenpt for
about cizhteen fishters on PAR/AMUSHIRO, The last Navy air units to be
withdrawn were a six plane cerricr type attack plane unit at KATIOKL and a
similar unit at TENNLI, ETOROFU,

Comnander MIURA rave the following rendom items of information:

Duringz the night bombardment of PARAMUSHIRO in January, 1944, thecre were
some small shi“s in harbor =t HOROMUSHIRO, but nonc wcre sunk. In the
February, 1943, bombardment of LTTU, no shins were sunk. In the April, 1943,
borbardnent of ATTU he had heard thet one 5000 ton ship was sunk. He had been
ashore once at HOLTZ BLY, ATTU, once on the south side of iGATTU ISLiAND, and
once at KISKA HARBOR., The ALEUTS from the village on ATTU were removed to a
noint near SAPPORO, HOKKAIDO, where they were in the hends of the irmy.
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