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SUMMARY

Thie interrogeticn cover=d the crgenizstion and cperaticn of the air Trans-
port Departmsnt ¢f the J.sa.£.F., Including ttal numoer of plenes ferried,
eauipment and perscnnel transport=d, and lusses involved.




Interrcgation .

Qm

Q.

‘_'I

Can you tell me approuximately the number ¢f planes assigned te Kelu Yusobu.
(Air Transport Department)?

The purpose of this erganization was to ferry planes frem the manufacturer 1o
the fighting zones. It is hard to say huw meny were assigned. There were
eight Souadrons of ten planes to s Squedren, or about eighty planes uncer

Koku Yusobdu.

It is my understanding that it was your jcb te get these planes from tre manu-
facturer te the frent, and you had a lot of pilots to ferry the planes back
and. forth, |

Thet is rizght.

Were there any extra pilots in addition to the cnes you mention herel

Yee, thege were orgenized into Shotal (Flizht Sectioen) of five pilets each,
There were from 100 to 120 piloete at the end of the war,

What was yeur peak yearl
July, 1944,
D¢ you have eny figures on the number before that timel

In 1542 we had 21 te &5 Shetai, whereas inlthe.pﬁek:year. 1C44, we hed 4¢
Sh(tai, making about 215 pilets. '

Before 1947 were many pilote ferrying plenes to the Suuthern areal

This work was ergaenized in the early part of 1%4Z, and I was not in chargae
vaefure that. Apperently there wae nct too much of that going «n. It was
oenly after the Koku Yusabu was organized. The erganizativn prier 1o that

was under the Air Depots, a special sectiun specializins in ferrying.

Tha t wae in 142, De y.u know if any plenes were ferried dewn to the
Seuthern area in 19421

Some planes were ferried t+ Menchuria and China but not many besides that.

When thie erganizaticn was formed hew fer did they ferry the planes? Did they
ferry them as far as Wewak?

1 d¢ nut new for sure but I have heard that some were ferried to Hullancie,
Singapore and maybe VWewak,

Cen you zive us any figures as tc how many other planes were ferried out cf
Japan proper te¢ all arees?l

about 500 per menth during the year 1942, ADout 500 tv 600 in 1%44 and the
first pert of 1945, and about 400 to 450 in 1942. I éo not have the uverall
fisure for this rcasen: There were some fficers that took their own planes,

Alsc some plenes were assigned to students at the air schouls and ferried
by themn.

De they include planes which were ferried within Japant
It dces not include dumestic.

Can yuu give me apnroximately the number of planes that were lust while
being ferried to thesc areast?

In 1542 end 1C4%2 none lost in cumbet; 10 to 15%, due te accident.
Were eny of theee repesirablel

As far as I lnow, not 211 of them were totally damaged., about half were
rapairabl: and saw further active service later.

What were the principal causes of these accidents?
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Interrcgation Cont'd

A, BErrore made by the pilots and poor quelity of the planes,
Q. Was that ofter 19437

A, Especially in 1245, There were quite a number of structural ceofaocte this
vear.,

Q. Do you have the percenteges for 1¢44 and 194057
' A. In 1°47, 10 to 15%; in 1%4<, abcut 20%, an increasc of 5%,
Qe Wer:z the same number repaireble out of that figure?
A, I <o not know. Many of them made emersency landines on isoclsted islande.
Q. Huw meny were lost due to combat in 19447

A, In 1244 about 100 pilots died in combat.

Q. In ferrying planese tc the Philivonines did y«u lose more plenes in the letter
part of 19447

A, Yes, most of the losses were susteined in the Philippines.

Q. Would you say that eleng with the 100 pilets lost there were 100 planes lost
or were there some pilots that escsved when thieir plenc wae lostl

A, It is hard to say. On the trip back sometim:s ¥here 38{maky«me 10 nilots
¢n one plene, The ceses of beiling out and saving life are very few.

Q. How =2oout in 19457
A, avout sixty perished,
Q. Whest percent of the planes were lost due to accident?

A. Adcut 20%.

Q. anuther cne of the officers in Koku Hombu (Air Healquartere) has steted
that sbout £0% were lost in goino from Kyushu to Okinawe in 1945.

A, That ie not the rale but there were some crses where we loust the whole
ohotei. That is not the averace.

Q. Du ywu think thet the figure of 50% repeirable is too high?

A. I think thet less then 50% wer> rcpairable es most of the planes that were
lost fell in the see,

Q. Do you think that out of the plenes which were ferried only 20% were lost?

A, I will chanze that. It is possibly a little bit more than that, lucluding
accident and cembet in 19844, This 20% is just for accidente,

Q. If you ferried 500 planes per month did you lcee 100 pilots per menth or 100
durins 19447

A, One hunérec pilots in one year.

Q. Whers did thesc pilots come from? Did they receive the regular army pilot
training?

A, 1Yes,
Q. Huw were they selected for this work?

n. They were selected primarily for their traits., We preferred men with pceree-
verence rether than the bhrave., These traits were cbserved in trainingz,
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interro.ctivn Cunt'd .

After the Philippine Campaign we understand that the pilot treining was cut
short., Did that effeet the pilots that you zot?

It has effected the quality ef our pilots a great deal.
Did that l=ad to more sccidents?
Tes,

Was a very large percentege of the accidents due to the cunditicn of the
fields along the ferry route.

I think that the eccidents were mestly due to the defects in the motor and
body of the planes rather than in the fields.,

What were the principal stcpping points between Kyushu and Singeapere?

Naha, Taihcku, Canton, Tourens or Hanoi, Saigon, Singespore., There were
occasions when they went to Manila and Kuchins, Bornea.,

How meny planes were taken te all parts of the Suuthern areail

I do not knew how msny in =1l.

Were any planes taken down to Hollandia, Wewak or Rabaul oy carriert

I do not know,

Did pou have any planes in Koku Yusobu for transporting meterials?

There ween't any special plenes to carry materials except there wesre big
planes to bring beck the pilets and these vlanes would cerry meterials up and
brings pilots dbeck.

Did the bombers cerry any meterials?

They carried personnel as wsll a8 perts for the planes on these bumbers,
Did these planes ¢arry ground perscnnel or rankingz steff officers?

There were nilots and cfficere who had a chanze in assigment.

Did they ever carry anything like medical supolies cr any other materials
for the zround troops?

I think at times they did ecsrry mecdical supplies os well as supplies for the

“ground troops.

Were any plenss transported by ships?

I think soeme small types like fighters were taken dvcwn by gliip but 1 do net
know how many,

These were Army plenes on Navy ships?

I think there were special boats for transportinz plenes. I éo not think it
was Navy cerriers that took the vlanes down. It was a beat with & wid- deck.

Were they under the seme jurisdiction ss Koku Yusebuf

Nu,.

Was ony equipment for the Infantry brouzht in by Koku Yusobu?

1 think not,

Could vou give us sny figures on how much eruipment was meved in this way?

In 1942 about 4,000 men anc 162 tons of maeterial: 1944, 5,760 men and 230 tons
of material; 1945, 1,764 men and 245 tons of met-orisle.
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Interrocesation Conttéd .

Q. Did the air crews in Koku Yuscbu receive any further training after they leoft
the Kyciku Hikotai (Training Flying Unite) befeore they went into Keku
Yusobu?

aA. They came directly from Kyoiku Hikotai te Kelku. Yuscbu,

Q. Did you or yeur predecessor at Xoku Yusebi send such pilets fresh from school
dirsct to overseas stations with new aircraft?

Q. &after they came from Kyoiku Hikotai they were ziven some additicnal training.
f Q. "hat kind of trainins?
) R. Navigation and just putting in time.

Q. Did you ever zive pilots training by using them for domestic ferrying defore
usin«g them fer overssazs?

A. Yes, we used green pilots to ferry planes from the fectory te the Kolu Yusobu
air fields. I diéd not hsve anythins to do with ferryin: planes within Japan.

Q- Woet was the minimum number of flying hours that a pilot would have hefors
he would bPe sent cn everseas ferrying?

A, About 500 hours,
Q. Whet would be the minimum flying hours for o Shotai leader?
A, asAbout 1B00,

Q- For the ordinary pilot what would be the average v the end of the war for
pilote goeing uvverseas?

A, Towerds the end of the war it aropped and we have had men with from 240 to
<00 hours. The average was about 500 as some had 1000,

Q. The minimum of 500 then was tlie amount 7eu would have requirec if ycu had had
encu<h voilots?

#, There was no minimum requirements. If they were capable pilots 240 to 250
aours woeuld be acceptabl -.

Q. Wae there any reouiremsnt for Shotai lasders?
A. No requirements fer a Shotai lesder.

Q. But the nermal Shetai leacer would heve 1500 hours?

A. any officer that was worthy of becoming 8 leeder of Shotai would have thet
. many .

Q. Did the averase number of flyina hours for overseas cduty cecrease o8 the wer
progressed?

A, Yes,
Q. Wien did it stert to cocrease?
A, I think it was sbout the middle of 144 when it started.

Q. Did yuu always have enoush crews to ferry 211 the planes thet you were
supposec to ferry?

A, Towards the end we had a surolus of pilots.
Q. There was never a shortase of »nilots?

A. about July and August of 1C44 there was a time when actually the planes were
nore numercus then the pilots.,

-




Interrogation Cont'd .

Q. Why was this?

A. Becruse of the very hsavy load of ferrying going into the Philippines,

Q. Were pilots with cembat experience ever assigzned to Koku Yusobul

A. Quite a number, Thcse were the ones that became leaders of the Shotal,
Q. Did crews or pilots of the Keku Yusobu ever transfer to a combzat unit ?

A, Seldom have we ever had that much reserve. We were elways getting them from
| elsewhere,

) Q. What would be the total personnel strength includines air crews and grounds
crews in all the units of Koku Yusebu at the end of the War?

A. Air crews, 500: groeund crews, 2000; but this would include the civilien
workers as well as enlisted men.

Q. Were th.se mostly servicing perscnnel or edminis tretive persunnell

A. They were mostly servicing persounnel, Tep mechanice were about 10% and the
rest were laborers, including wonen,

Q. That was in addition to Kokurobu (air Route Department)?
Lo YEJSq

Q. In transferrinz planes overseas was there always an experienced Shotal leader
in the flizht?

A, Yee, there was always a lcader.

Q. Were the figures for persoennel that you gave me much chanzed curing the
course of the war?

A, There was ne great chaenge.

Q. Was Keku Yusobu gver concernec with the drcppnine of supplies by parachute?

A. No,-

Q. Did you ever do any testing of new planes?

A. NU °

Q. What organization did do test flichts for new army aircraft?

A, If it was new mcdels it was done by the Koku Shinsabu (Air Testing De-

A partment) but if it was another of the current model it was done by the de-—
pertment known as Hikehan (Flight Squad) in the Xokushu (Air Depot).

Q. When pileots of the Kelu Yusobu went from the field to the factory to et
plenes, they did not fly those plenes until the test pilot from the Kekusho
had e2lready finished testinz them?

A, The% is right.

Q. Do you think that this arrangement was a good onel

A. When the nlanees roll out of the factory, men from Koku Yusobu would be there,
and they would watch the tests. That has been a zreat problem, It was very
unsatisfactory. The main confusion wes as to the nlanes' durability. & new
plane will normally fly well, but cur men were m.mre interested in what would
hapoen on a long trip.

Q. Was the testing proecess cut down teo short in your opirion?

A, I have glways held that the test flichts were too ghort,
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Interrogzation Cont'd .

Do you know the reason why they cut it?

'Y

The demand from the theatres of war to zet plenes es gquickly as pussible, A4As
the manufacturers could not supply as meny as were demanded, ncturally to me-t
the gucta they would put out rough stuff. Some factories put out zoud plenes
and some put out bad planes.

Which companies put out gouod plenes snd which put cut bad plenes?

It wasn't so much the company as the mudel which they ceme out with. KI-84
(Frank) at Utsonomiya was very poor. It ceme from Nakejima,

Whot wos the releotionship between Koku Yusebu and Nampo Koku Yusobu (Seuthern
Air Transport Department)?

No relatiovnship.
Did Nempo Kcku Yusobu de the sanme type of work as Koku Yusobu?

Yeeo,

What was the divisien of respcnsibility betwean Xoku Yuscbu ené Nampe Koku
Yusobu?

Trhe Koku Tusobu would teke materials as far as Saisun and from there on
Nampce Kcola Yuseby weuld teke cover,

Dic. Nampo Koku Yusobu operate planes over the seme routes as Koku Yuscby?

Rather than parallel it was rmore of relarings. Whst Koku Yusohu breush
ampo Keku Yusobhu relayed on.

Do you know any officer that we eould asic about Nampo Xoku Yusobu that is
available in Tokyo?

Mejor General Fujimoto., He is not in Tekye.

Ie he in Jepan!

I carnot say.

Ag 1 uncerstand it Nempe Xoku Yusobu woull overatc up to a certein air field
and Koku Yusebtu weuld operate down te thet air field dut they would not
everlop in areal

As for as I know there was none.

Cen ycu apureoximate the line of demarcstion?

I am not tco certain but I think it was from Tourane south.

Was there any cother orgenization in the Jepanese Army which transported cerec
Or passenqers by air?

No, there were times when they aprropriated the civilian airplanes belonging
to newspapere and these plenes were put under cemmend of Koku Yusobu.

Whet were the airfielis used by Koku Yuscbu 4n Jenan end whet were the plane
types at escch field?




Interrocation Cont'd . . “ .
A o Alrfield Allied Code Nane

(Bnd of waf).u

Tokorozawa KI1=07

Tekehagsi KIe&Z - Oscer
Ota | K1-84 Frank
Utsonomiya KI-84 Frank
Hamamatsu KI-21,67,48 Sally, Peacy, Lily
Komaki KI-42,61,100 Oscar, Tony, modified Tony
Yokaichi K1-46,49 Dinsh, Helen

? Tachiaral KI-27 Nete

Y (Previous to

end of war)

Kakoegsewa
Osaka
Nittabesra
Kameyama

Q. Di¢ yeu ever ferry any trainers?

A. We never ferried them overseas. Occasioneslly we deliversc them within Japen
in order to train our less experienced pilets. We also had some trainers
of our eown for the seme purpose,
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