HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATTGIC BOMBIY3 SURVEY = Restricted -
(PACIFIC)
. 0/0 POSTMAST™R, SAY" FRANCISCO

IOTTRROGATION Oy 307 | PLACE: TOVYO
' Japanese Intell. e, 13 DATS « 53 ey 45

Division of Origzin: Javanese Intellizence Section, G=2

Subject! Javanese Army Air Intelligence at EIFY0OSW.TAIL, =IKODALK, end
AIKOSEIDAT Level.,

Person interragated and backzround:

Lt. Col. MATSUMURA, Shizums, Jananrse Army Air Force, intel-

licence officer of 10th Air Division (FIXOS=INAN) frow Merch 1944
to cnd of wer.

Greduated from Army Officers' School in 1927 asg an artillerw
I ficer; graduated from artillery snd ensine-ring school in
1929; in 1939, entered Armv War College, zeneral course; in
19%1' =ftry waor begam, was Pﬁﬂigﬂﬂd as anti-circraft staff
officer for the Wegtern District; in 1942-17%, undrrwyent
bombardicr instruction ot “AMVAMATSU, and in Marca 1943 wss
as~tigned to 3rd Air TFrigs=de (SI70DAT) in JAVA 25 staff of-
ficer for omeratipns end intellisence ss well as duty in-
volving flying as 2 bombardicr: from October 1943 to Merca
194, commanding officer of 98th Lir Resiment (T*fOS?ETAI)
in RURMA under the 5th Air Division (FIT0STIDAY),

Where intervicwed: Meitji Puildine.

: Interrogators: 'ajer R.S. Spilman, Jr., AC, AUS,
L¥. S. P, Ahlbum, USHR,.

Internreter: v, Qtiw Cary, USHR,

Alli-d Officers Prescnt: one

=

SUMMARY

1, o intcllizence officers were sgsizned to anv Army Alir Ferce
unit below the XIXOSZIDALT (Air Divisien). Fowever, in the sutordinate
units, officers dircctly under the C.0. were eseigzned to vncrform dutics
of an intellizence natuwre,

2. On btombinz styilees, rriefine cov ring bemdb run, eltitude,
coursc, ¥lak mesitiens, ctc., was ziven, using msms and ohotograpins.
M. -

fnc unit leeders c2rri~d snnoteted vhetozravhs in the vplane,

3. Planes on patye) missions carried cemoras snd the =IFOSEUVTAL
had facllitiecs for do wvelquinze film ond nroducins nrints, Treaincd

vheto intcrproters were assigned only =t ZIXOS=IDAY (Air Division)
level.

42, Informetion sont to ficld units from Imn rial Zecadquertors

ineluded volane identificetion, technicel intellizence, intelligence
from prlsoncrs of war snd vaptured documents, tacticel mctihods of the
and some order of bz=ttle informotion. Hesults of rcconnaitssancoe
&I intclligence &vllcocted by onerationel urnits outside ~f Jevnen
c WLIP\}rﬁﬁEﬂittpd to hizher Zcedquartors by frezmentary miesion remorts
3_‘ “ IS @d bv ﬁl“rg-ﬁd.iCt 1 renorts sguecd =2t ten dasr intervals,

1 X &

Qs )
Q- &7 é?;g? |
1= QQQ;H?} 5. 'In the TOKYD Ar-a where zround, =ir, end 44 units were clese
g¢x1<%fg,sgbékthpr,.much of the vencr wor's wes climineted, 2nd exchenze of infar-

“M*¥ion wes/ pbtaincd lerzely throuzh confer neres.
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Interrogzation of MATSUMURA, S., Lt. Col., JAAT. (contd). - STRICTHD -
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' TRANSCRIPT

Q.1. Have you ever done any active combat flving @s a bomberdier?

A, Yes, in the JAVA theatre.

i Q.2. “het was the mission of your unit during the dave when you
were & combat flier?

A, Anti-shipoing patrols end bombing in INDIA,

Q.3. Whet kind of briefing did the pilots in anti-shivping patrol
work receive?

A. There wes neglizible briefing as regards patrolling.
Q.4. How much shin recognition instruction did the pilots get?

A. We often took a few silhouettes with us. We flew only three
sectors, and those rether haphezerdly, because there wesn't much
shipping in the area.

2. 5. Whet were the instructions to the pilot &n case & ship was
sizhted?

A. The orders were to contect bese immediately, giving speed,
course and identification of the shin, and then get out of the
vicinity, "e carried no bombs on those petrols,

Q. 6. When wvou returned from 2 mission, to whom did you tell the
results of the patrol?

A, We never got together with anybody =fter a mission unless we had
actuelly found something.

Q.7. Did the table of orgenization call for en intelligence officer
in the HIVOSPWTAI (Air Regiment)?

A. Yo, I kepot one officer around who wes for all purvoses the
intellig nce officer, but he was not listed ~s such,

Q.8. Did vou cerry cemeres on vour flights?

A, Yes,

0.9. Were the vhotogrephs develovad in the HI .CSENTAI, and what
wes done with them?

A, VYe never took any nictures. If ve hed, we had the fscilities
* to develop them at the HIKCSENTAI, Then we would heve let the air
division (HIXOSHIDAW) know whet we had, As commending officer
of a HIKOSENTAI, I originated no ettacks or nlens; I was just o
funnel through which orders from sbove were issued to the HIKOSINTAIL,

Q.10. “id vour HIXOSZ'TAI ever =ct in suvport of -round troovsr?
A, Wo, +*he fizhtor HYIKOSEWT~I d4id th~t.

2.11, On attecks azesinst CALCUTTA, whet kind of meps, cherts,
pictur:s, or other materisl were uscd, first for study before
the mission, and s condlv to take with them,

A. “hov hed eseriel oictur~s snd meps. The pictures could be cerricd
on strikes, the mens could not. The bombing run to be made was marked
on the photograph, also the s#ltitude, course, speed, ete.
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Interrogetion of MaTSUIURA, S , Lt. Col, Jan® (contd) =R LOTRICT D~
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R.12. Did all the pilots carry such nhotogreohs, or just the
squedron lesder?

A, Just thes lesder,

Q.13. Bafore take-off, whet information as to flak end def-nses
in general was ziven the pvilots?

A. They hed no official flak intelligence as such. Howevar, I
had hed a certain amount of snti-aircraft exverience before I went
into aviation, so. I tried to plen the best course over 2 target
that would avoid 2s much enti-aircraft fire as pos-<ible.

N.14. Did vhoto interor~ters go over the pictures to datermine
anti-aircr=ft pvositions onrior to & mission?

A. There were no photo interor-ters at HIKOSENTAI or CHUTAI
(squedron) level., We reed the photogrephs ourselves,

2.15. Ware env order of battle mavs, er estimetes of enemy disposi-
tion, prenarcd at “IKOSEWTAI level? Yes there £ map room snd & file
of intelli: nce matters?

A. It wes 211 %ert in ovr heeds., All the informetion came to me

from the division(HIKOSHIDAY), snd I just sxecut-d it, Mens were sent
down for = particulsr mission, When we were close enough, I wont to
the division heesdquerters for conferences, snd kept track of the
informetion thet way,

1.16. Describe ea completely o8 you cen the duties of the officer
who performed int-1lligonce duties irn the FIXOSENTAIL,

A, Generslly, he erpedited the mimeogreohinrg, “Zopt the files
straight, #nd made the routire revorts on onerstionel eircraft and

parsornel, a8 well 28 rovorts on westher based on the patrols.

N.17. Were miscsion roports mede of novative flightst

N.18. Wore consolideted mission reports made periodicellyT

A. Yes, 3 per month

1.19. What was tha renk of the intellizonce officer in the HIKOSENTAIL?
A, In my HJIXCSENTAI he wes & mejor. He also donhled in opcr-=tiors.

“e wrg of equal rark with the commending officer (Maj. TOGA) in

this instence,.

2.20. Were any ~nlisted men with treining in intellin~ence efssigred
to the HIKOSENTAI?

A. None,

. Was there an irtelligerce unit as such essigned to the ailr
division (FIXOSWIDAIT) in wour exparience?

A, Yes, 2 major, 2 first lieuterant, four non-commissioned officers
end four ether enlisted men.,

Q.22. Was this a purely intelligence unit?
A, Yes, it was carried on the table of orgenization as such,
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R.2%3. Outline in s mich detail as you cen the functions of the
intelligence unit you Jjust described.

A. The general set-up wes to obtein 21l the information from
higher echolons end work it over. The 10th Air Division (HIKOSHIDAN)

nad its own reder network, and sent down thet sort of report. Then
the 32nd Air Werninz outfit (KOKU JOHO RENTAI), with its meny

outposts sent in information to us directly. Long renge information
ceme from hisher echelons, from headquerters,

Q.24, Did the 10th HIKOSFIDAN keep count of enemy losses end epemy
strenzth?

A. Informction on thet ceme from sbove, We did not attempt te do
that.

Q.25. Was there a war room with situetion meps, etc., ot HIKOSHIDAN
levelf?

A. Yo. Yo made use of the Eastern Aroa Army Herdquerters facilities
for things like that,

Q.26. What kind of reportis 314 the HIKOSHIDAN receive from below?

A, YNothing. 7The 10th HIKOSHIDAN was #11 fighters, and we didn't
bother with any reports. We had some recconnsissance pl=nes nt the
start, but when these suffered demege they were redeployed after
February.

2.27. What kind of reports did the HIKOSHIDAN meke to higher echelons?

A, We submitted reports on information from rader stetions and
obeervation posts in our own e~rly w-rning system, After actual
reids, we reported somewhat on the rctivities of our fighters.

Q.28. You made no periodic reports?

A We did at the beginning, but lrter we geve it up because of the
shortege of peper and becsuse heesdquorters wes 8O close by.

Q.29. What were the functions of the 10th yIYOSHIDAN in assembling
and revorting to herdquarters on the ~stimated loss of Allied plenes?

A, Two orgenizations - the eir division and the enti-eircrafd
penple -~ were responsible for defending the TOKYO area, We got
together end tried to decide on the number each hed shot down end
what were duplicetions, and then send the report on up.

Q.30., UWhet did the orgenization of the air brigade (HIKODAN)
amount %07

7. We elimineted the YIYODAYW in tho Empire hec2Uuse evarything wo g
fighters and we went~d 10 dn awav with one step in the chain of

command.

Q.31. In your field HIKODAN —~ the 3rd HIKOD2N in JAVA — wos there
a formel intelligence unit?

A. Not on the officisl table of orgenization, ~1thou~h gennerally
there wes one officer picked for that duty.

Q.32. Describe your duties es intellizence officer for the 3rd
HIKODAN in 1943 in JaVa,
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A, I was a major 2t that time. I hed a ceptein below me who was
largely used in an intelligence cepercity. Both of us doubled in
& % overations and intelligence. There was no provision in the teble

of orgenizetion for an intelligence officer, The commanding officer
of the HIKODAN hed one staff officer — I wes it.

Q.33. What kind of aircreft identification pamphlets did lower
echelons receive and where were these issuecd?

A, About twice a year a new =ircraft identification shecet would
be issued at the office of the Chief of Staff and sent on down.

One copy was sent as fer as squedron level, where it would be
recopied as nacessary.

3.34. Vas the same procedure followed with regerd to technical
intelligence?

A, Yes,

Q.35. With regards to informeation on enemy tectics?

A, At HIKOSHIDAN level chenges in tectics, ete., would be noted and
information sent out ~bout it, either in written form or by disvetch.

R.36. Were the combet evperiences nf HIKOSHIDAWS exchanged back and
forth, cither by direct contact or through the chain of command?

A, There weg direct interchange of such informetion between HIKOSHIDANS:
=1so through air heesdquarters in TOKYO,

Q.37. What did vou know about the training of intelligence officers?

A, There ws=s no schnoling, no organized treining at all. Once a veck
21l intelligesce officers got together with the intelligence officer
¢t Air General Army (ZOKU SOMBU) to exchenge exveriences,

.38, How did thev oxchange informrtion with tsctical units in the
field?

A, There wes very little such exchenge. They didn't need it.

Q.32. “ron you were in BURMA d4id vou get any guidence with regsrd to
the tactics used by U.S. and Allied sircraft?

A, Yes, by dispatch and written document,

R.40, ‘hile in BURMA »nd JAVA, what informetion did vou get from
prisoner—of-war sources sand how was it received 2t SENTAI level?

A. We got none at 211 in BURMa and JAVA, We got some in the TOKYO
area; inform=2tion from the B-29 crews wes quite helpful regerding
course, rendezvous points, methods of 2ttack, ctc. The Army Geheral

Staff was responsible for extracting the information, and the Kempei
did the werk, b

R.41. In the fiield, were there any instructions for hesndling
; prisoners—-ef-war?

A. ‘e hed instructions not to question them, to send them te higher

: herdquarters for the Kempei to handle. g

Q.42. What were the instructions es to captured documents, creshed
nllied plenes, ete,?

#, If such meterial wes deemed of env imnortence, 4% was sent back te
- a0 noal 3831 CT 3D =
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the next higher echelon,

4D

Q.43. “hile in BURMA snd JAVA did your orgenizetion find any creshed
aircreft or vrisoners~of-wer wvhich geve vou sny informotion?

A. Yo, Very little eome into my hends down there.

Q.44. What =re your opinions on the Jepanese Armyv Air Intelligence
orgenizetion?

A, They were eap~cirlly poor at collecting £nd dissemineting
intelligence, The inform~tion on the MARIANAS was brd; we didn't
know when the B-29's left there too definitely so that I could

zet my pleanes into the 2ir fast enough, and sométimes we wouldn't
know they were coming until they were actuelly over the city. We
under-estimated your bombing reder, and didn't exvect bombing through
heevy ovoreast, Our own communicetions were a bilg drawback in the
intelligence e8~t upy we cevld get information, but we couldn'!t pess
it along fest enough. e had ne informetion on your corrier strik%ing
forces ageainst the Emvire in advance, for exemple.




