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Report on Surveillance

3 Number sctuslly voting:

‘omen 07 22

Tote 220,147

The overall voting averase of K9.,6% is somewhat
lower than that achieved in the 5 April Local Election,
T » . .
t1118 Trecession was apparently due to a decresse in nublice
intent, and to extremely fine weather which kept fermers
and flshermen at work throughout the votings day,

L o umber of persons claiming franchise but not per-

mitted to vote:

Ir:e n 3

omen 2

Total 5

5« Number of surveillsnce teams:

6. Number of polling plsces:

7. Number of pollires places visited:
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The decrease in percentaze of stations vieited
from totel reported for 5 April election i result of
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Military Government's policy of dispatching teems to more
remote and inaccessible areas which were not resched on th
first election., Another ceuse is the nccurance of two serious
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motor accidents on election day. Both involved teams
supplied by 5/1 Punjab Regiment of Tottori City. Casualties

included one Indien driver killed and several Indiem Officers,
men &nd Jepenese interpreters injured,

8, Number of bellot counting stations:
176

9., Number of bellot counting stations v
11

10.  Since candidates for natlonal office are screened Dy

the Tokvo centrel committee their guestionneires were avelilable
on‘v at the offices of the prrfe tural Electorzal Administration

11. Considersble publicity was given to this fect through
the press and officiesl prefectural chennels.

N

12 mere five persons visited the committee offlice to
inspect the que*tionrairﬂc of cendidates for the House of
Counciliorse., Actuslly, sll information contained 1n the
questionnaires was lincluded 1n prefectural bulletins issued
prior to the electlon.

L 3 1 2 :
13. a., Number of seates in Zouse of
&

b. Number of cand

Liberal: 1
Social Democrat: 1
Tottori Prefectural Devslonment League: 1

c, No independent candidates.

4. The winner of the six-yeer term in the House of
Councillore is 3Sedazo Kadota of the Social-
Demoeretic Party, who polled 83,742 votes. Ie
was supported by Socielists, the powerful Farmers
League, snd most lator orgeanizations.

Runner-up and winner of the three-yeer term 1s
Nobuyoshi Tanaka cheirmen of the last prefectural
assembly., o“merLy of the Progressive Party,

he formed a new group called the Tottori Frefec-
tural Political Lesgue when the Progressives
dissolved. More recentlvy he joined the new
Democretic Party and will probably support that
group in the Touse of Councillors, Fe received
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'he third and only unsuccessful candldate wes
Tetsutero Yemamoto of the Libersl P

rarty who
polled 41, 304 votles.

1L, +‘here were no female candidetes.

15. There wes 2 general increase in the activities of
noliticel perties in preperstion for the national electlons,
In contrast to the gubernetorial race, when all ceandldates
were independents, esch spplicant for the House of Councilllors
was effilisted with & leading political perty.

Keteyema, netional leader of the Social Yemocrats,
spoke to large meetings in Tottori, Xurayoshl, end Yonago to

Al1]l candidates made use of trucks and other motor
vehicles to tour the prefecture campeignin~ for electlion,
Bach party set up offices in the cities &nd large towns and
sed loudspeskers end roving electioneerin bands to publliclze

Due to the rectrictions pls
from Jdapsnese sources of reports co h
sible to obtain eccurste information and
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for this section of the report.

16, Surveillance tesms rernnrted thet the number sand
1ocation of pollinz pleces was very <atisfactory.

7. FYour election bulletins are enclosed.
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18, In addition to generesl meetings held prior to election
of 5 April end reported in the summery rerort for that election

- d
(Control Symbol ?GS-4), Military Government conducted at least |
+en further meetinge with Election Administratlion Committees ’
end covernment officisls in preparetion for the national elec-
tions.

19. The amount of publicity dissemineted througzh officiel J
chennels was greatly increased in order 1o insure 8 well- ;
irnformed votine public for the Councillorc electlomn. Bulletins :
l1isting nemes, parties end past records of candidates were f
posted in prominent places and also distributed directly to :
the people. On election day, lists of cendldetes for both the ’
netinnal end prefectural constituencles were put up in the |
vicinity of each polling station. |
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Local nawcﬁprcrq devoted coneiderahble space to
candidates and issues involved in the election. In eddition
to zeneral el ecno“ news, they published campnelgn statements
of prominent candidates and meny editorisl dlscussing election
{asues., Militerv Government contributed to the publicity
program bv issuing seversl press releasecs and offeringe general
auccestion to the newspapers., Folitical Affeirs Pulletins
di@flihu ted by GHQ, SCAP were passed on to the press and to
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local zovernment officiels for use in the putlicltv program.

1 e with Operational Pirective 22/2, Has
BEizhth Army, an investigation of the election asctivitlies of

the local redio :tﬂtion, JOLG was carried out by Military Govern-
ment representatives The directors were found to be complying
with the regzulatlions coanrrinc the ellotment of free time to
candidates, eand the cendidates themselves hed zenerally teken
advantege o* the opportunity to address radio audlences,
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lection were renorted
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21, &a. No criticism of the sctivities of military sur-
veillance teams wss heerd,

b. Gainine from the experience of the first loceal
electlion, Admlnistretion Committees cerriei out
their duties in a8 most satisfactoréimenner in this
election, -
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ce The choosine of Councillors from h
electorel districte is definitely & stepr forwerd
in the process of ziving government back to the
people, but the National Constituency system cean
herdlvy be considered an improvement. The greet
mass of voters, especielly in rurel aress, had no
knowledge of thP candidstes and no ovportunity
to study their records or political views. Even |
a well-informed citizen would surely experience -

difficulty in choosing from amones the several

hundred apvlicants. In Tottori Ken, for example,
the leedine vote-getter was Jyotaro Yemel whose
popularity wes largely due to his having been
born and educated in this prefecture. 1t is the
opinion of the Legel Government Officer that this
clumsy electoral institution will prove & barrier
to the development of a really demonret lc and
efficient parliamentarv sovernment in Japan.
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