
      
    REDEFINING QUALITY MARKERS WITH THE DALIT PERSPECTIVE

Dalit knowledge and history is too often 
marginalized or missing from narratives 
of South Asian history and its diaspora. 
Equality Labs in collaboration with 

Whose Knowledge? organized a se-
ries of edit-a-thons - starting in April 

2017 -to improve Wikipedia’s coverage of 
Dalit people, events and issues, to share 
the contributions to history from Dalits 

around the world. 

                    
               DALIT HISTORY MONTH, 2017: OUTCOMES

6
Edit-a-thons 

27
Editors 

31.2K
Words Added

2.04M
Article Views

174
Article Edited

21 
Article Created

25
Commons Upload

     Data from: https://outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org/campaigns/dalit_history_month/overview

                    
              ASSESSING DALIT HISTORY ARTICLE QUALITY: THE WIKIPEDIA 

Neutral
(no editorial bias) 

Verifiable
(all in-line citations are 
from reliable sources)

Broad 
coverage

(addresses  main aspects 
of the topic)

Stable
(no edit war or content 

dispute)
Illustrated

(images with proper license)

Well written
(follows manual of style 

guidelines)

 Wikipedia judges Dalit History articles contributed by the community with the following quality markers: 

           But, much like the content on Wikipedia, these markers of evaluation also lack 
the perspectives of the marginalized. 

https://outreachdashboard.wmflabs.org/campaigns/dalit_history_month/overview
https://okeyes.shinyapps.io/dashboards/


    
REDEFINING QUALITY MARKERS WITH THE DALIT PERSPECTIVE

REDEFINING QUALITY MARKERS : LANGUAGE 

“Lot of these articles have inaccurate statements, they have sometimes like derogatory lan-
guage, not from a place of intentional maliciousness but just, you know, from a place of not 
being Dalit and not understanding the nuances. For example, it will say: this person came 
from a poor family and poor untouchable family. So it's not necessarily derogatory, but the 

word untouchable is contested by a lot of folks as being an older term that can be taken as to 
be offensive. Also, you know, what is the necessity of saying something like oh this person 
came from a poor family? I mean, most of our people came from poor families, you know. 

Editing language like that has been one concern.”

REDEFINING QUALITY MARKERS: CATEGORIES

“So we had a lot of articles that did not have category: Dalit. Adding it, tagging articles as part of 
dalit history has been important.” 

As we work towards bridging the knowledge  gap on Wikipedia by suppporting historically 
marginalized groups in the community, we have to contextualize the process of building content on 
Wikipedia socio-politically with an emphasis on how systemic injustice and other influential discourses 
influence each community’s experience. We need to understand:  what, according to the dalit com-
munity, counts as a “good quality” Dalit History article on Wikipedia?

                    
              ASSESSING ARTICLE QUALITY: THE DALIT WAY

https://okeyes.shinyapps.io/dashboards/


REDEFINING QUALITY MARKERS: IMAGES

“Adding pictures has been one concern. We actively look at which articles have pictures, 
which articles don’t have pictures. In particular, if it’s about a person then we prioritize add-
ing pictures. because sometimes in marginalized communities even if you know the name of 

the person, you don’t have face to put to it”

REDEFINING QUALITY MARKERS WITH THE DALIT PERSPECTIVE

       REDEFINING QUALITY MARKERS: REFERENCES  

“Adding references that are works by people from our community has been a concern; either 
scholars or including oral histoies, or just finding work that has already been done by our peo-
ple.” 


