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TO
W. PARSONS, Efg;

Mafier and Conduttor qf the
King’s Band of Mufic. |

JuNE 22d, 1788.
DEearR Parsons!

MY prefent fituation

might have reduced me to the pain-

ful neceflity of trying your heart ;
but you have generoufly anticipated
what diftrefs 'might have extorted,
and have confidered yourfelf obiiged
not only by confcrrihg, but accumu-
lating obligations. When men like
you attain to the height of their

| a 2 pra-
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profeffion, arreft the app‘laﬁf‘e of the
{cientific, and cgmmand the fervice
of the great, not only envy will be
filent, but juftice apptov¢,

As this addrefs comes forward
withdi;t 'yoi;xf knowledge or confent,
1 am not fure that it will efcape your
cenfure ; but I would rather hazard
your difpleafure, than not confefs 7
gratitude, '

I am,
 Your very fincere Friend,

‘W, BEckFoORD,



PRETFA CE.

THE following remarks were writ-
ten at the defire of fome refpe@able
friends, who were pleafed to think,
that a refidence of nearly thirteen
years in Jamaicg. might fupply the
place of abilities, and the fubje@ be
an excufe for the prefumption ; and
although they were only meant for a
private eye, yet I do not now fcru-
ple to fay, that they are publifhed
upon another account: the place in
which I am, the fituation to which
reduced, muft therefore be my apo-
~ logy to the candid, and my juftifica-
tion to the humane, '

I am-
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I am aware that many repetitions

will be found in the courfe of the
following obfervations ; but for thofe,
and the errors that will occur, I muft
folicit the indulgence of my readers
(thould I be favoured with any) who
will generoufly make- allowances, I
hope, for the want of thofe ftrictures
and corre@ions of friendfhip, of

which my prefent confinement has

unfortunately deprived me.
What I have fuggefted has been
in confequence of local experience
I have not withed to miflead, nor to
caft illiberal or perfonal refle&ions :
if any fhall occur that may feem to
bear this i 1mputatxon, they have arifen

withaut premeditation from the ge-

neral {fubjed, and were not intended
to wound the feelings, nor to apply
to the private condué of any indivi-

dual.
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dyal.- The knowledge I have gained
in this place of the miferies of others,
may have excited my feelings ; but
where I behold fo many of a deeper
comple@ion than my own, it would
be weaknefs to defpond, and injuf-
tice to complain.
- As I have not read any pamphlet
whatever that treats of the prefent
fubje&, I am not confcious of hav-
ing adopted the ideas of others;* and

~ although

* I am happy to find that the fame idea that firuck me
in refpet to the number of flaves confined in one thip, -
has likewife arifen in other minds, and is likely to undergo
a reformation ; and it cannot be doubted but juftice will
attend benevolence, and that-it will not fuffer private
tights to be infringed by public and popular opinion : it
ought likewife to be obferved, that this reform can' only
sffect the African, and does not by any means apply to
the comforts of the American flaves ; fo far, therefore, it
will only be a partial introduction of that humanity,
which, I humbly conceive, was meant to be extended to
both, , :

Although many of the remarks in the following pages

may
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although thefe remarks were dictated
fo long ago as the month of Febru~
‘aty ; yet a variety of caufes has hi-
therto prevented their pubhcatlom
1 now fubmit them, with difidence,
to the public opinion, in the hope
that thofe who intereft themfelves in
the caufe of humanity, will not cen-
fure, the interition, onaccount of tbe
weaknefs of the execution. |

may feem particularly applicable to a pen (or a firm upon
which the fugar cane is not planted) they may ttill refer to
any mountain or part of an éftate upon which the new
negroes may be at firft fettled, and from which drawn off,
and become domefticated with the flaves of the fame
plantation. -

FreeT,
Fune 22d, 1788.

S IR,
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, You have facnﬁced your
Judcment to your friendfhip, in fuppofing
me capable of makiug any pertinent remarks
upon the fityation of African and Creole
flaves.—I thall however obey your com-
mands, and confine my obfervatians to fuch
particulars as have fallen wzthm the reach
of my own experience. ‘

A refidence of many years in Jamaica, dur-

ing which period I had the diretion of a

confiderable number of negroes, and a por-
tion of them my own, is the principal ground
upon which I mean to build my obfervations;
and.as for that period I was very attentive,
not only from intereft, but pleafure, to their

labour, their accommpdation, and their wants,

A I may
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T may be fuppofed to have gained fome little
knowledge; though, I fear, not fufficient
‘to give my arguments that force, which
better talents and more induftry would have
a right to claim.

I'thall not expofe my ignorauce by attempt-
ing to defcribe the fituation of thefe unhappy
people, (who are now become the objeéts
of public, or private compaffion) when liv-
ing in either a flate of eafe or warfare in
‘their own country ; nor dwell upon the me-
thods ufed to decoy or force them from
thence; upon- the hardthips they encounter
‘during the voyage; their want of food or
exercife; thé cruelties 1nflited ypon them,
‘nor their treatment in the harbour, until the
'day of fale; as thefe I have only obtained
from oral information, and cannot therefore
inGft upon as an honeft evidence. What 1
‘myfelf have feen, I may with candour ad-
vance; and T fhll think myfelf fortunatg, if
any remarks I' may be able to make upon
this melancholy fubje& may tend to open the
eyes of the planter, and help to convince
‘him, that, in the relative fituation of mafter
and flave, humanity is the foundation of

intereft,
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intereft, and the advocates of the prefent
caufe, that political and national advantage
will be the confequence of a {yftem dire&ed
to the alleviation of their general fufferings;
if it can be done without infringing. upon
the rights of individuals. Whatever effeét
- the petitions may have upon this trade, fo
repugnant to our religion, and to thofe ideas of
liberty under which we live; .they will,
however deferve to be attended with the blef-
fings of thofe who feel, fhould they be the
means of reftraining the rigour of a cruel
mafter, and tend to a mitigation of the bos
dily and mental fufferings;. and add in future
to the comforts of the unhappy. flave: and .
thefe appear to me, the only good effefks
that can poffibly refult from the fuccefs of the
applications.

While now the ﬂame of humanity fcems
to glow in every breaft, it fhould not be fuf-
fered to cool; for the fpark once negleted
will die away, aud receive, -perhaps, a blaze
no more; but the fubje® muft be touched
with a delicate hand, confidered in all poﬁi-
ble points of view, left mhumamty thould
be the confequence of pity, the end of the

: A2 - petitions
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petitions be thereby defeated, the intended

_remedy fail, and the wounds of the negroes

left incapable of a cure. ‘The comforts that
muft attend their future fituation fhould ori-
ginate in England, extend to Africa, and be
matured in the colonies ; and what thefe re-

quifitions are, I fhall endeavour to explain.
The firft objet that ftrikes me is, the ne-
ceflity of ‘making a previous arrangement
for their reception on board; no confinement
under the ‘hatches, ner- chains fhould be
allowed; no indecent liberties taken by the
crew; no promifcuous intercourfe between
men and women; no families (if fuch be
found) fhould be feparated, no harmlefs re-
¢reations in the'day denied; nor warm clothes
refufed at night 3 and efpecial care thould be
obferved, that too many be not eenfined in
one thip.* If a reform be intended to be
B made,

-# Ifit be poffible to make any indulgent regulations upon
this head, thofe regulations will more effectually ferve the
caufe of humanity, than any idea that can affe® the prefent
comfort, o fubftantiate the future confidence of an African flave.
1f no more negroes be put on board one fhip, than a fhip of the
{ame burthen, asa tranfport, will accommodate of failors and
trOO?S, I do not fge any reafon why compaffion fhould be

alarmed,
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tnade, for the relief of human creatures, Why
not begin at the fountain head, and trace the
ftream of mifery through all its channels,
where open, confine, or divert it; and where
hot obvious, let a fearch be made ; nor forego
the enquiry, until fomething efficient fhall
‘be done, ar the project berefigned in defpair.
Suppofe a cargo fhould confit (as many
do) of fix hundred flaves, and one half of
them fthould perith from negle&, or from a
want of the common neceffaries of life; and
the remainder be reduced by inanition to fkin
and boness what advantage can thislarge cargo
boaft, thus conditioned, over one of half that
number, -out of which the lofs hasbeen fmall
and the paffengers healthy? That many of
thefe indignant people have rifen in rébellion,
for a recovery of that liberty, which no treas

alarmed, if an ‘African do not receive more indulgence than
what 3n Epropean is entitled to: but if fetters muft be ufed
in confideration of an encreafe of numbers; I could with their
Rumbers to be reduced, that the terrors of flavery mlght not
be anticipated, and that the poor deluded fufferers’ might
ot find a tyrant, where they were taught to expe& a friend.
Of the commercial profits or difadvantages upon this fulfe&,
J am - not competent to fpeak, and therefore my fuggeftion is
only a private idea, which thofe who are more mtellngent may
eafily confute and oversrule,

chery
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chery has a right to deprive then of, may be
furely forgiven by the independent, and par-
- doned by the juft: that many have perithed
on the voyage for want, and that many have
been thrown over board, or left to ftarve
~wpon iflands, inacceflible to relief, or pity,
has been too generally credited to remain a
“doubt. If thefe inftances of cruelty have
happened, the utmotlt efforts of human pru-
dence fhould be exerted, that they may not
© occur again.

When thefe unhappy creatures arrive at
their deftined port, particular careis taken
to make their fkins have a glofly appearance -
(this being a firong indication of health) to
have their heads fhaved, wholly or fantafti-
cally, to have their joints oiled, and to make
them pra@tife fudden rifing, leaping, or any
a&ion that will give vigour to their limbs.
If the cargo be much reduced they are often
kept back to recruit (for negroes will thriye
in indolence, and gain flefh, as is obvious,
uuder mtxculatxon :*) If plump and healthy

they

d It » nototious that negroes however low in flefh wilt
recrunt in idlenefs; 1do not concelve an additional quantity

of
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they are fhewn a few days after their arrival,
and until the day of fale.. It is a fight, not
lefs indelicate than fhocking, to fee thefe
poor wretches, thefe outcafts of humanity

~ when firft "expofed ! indelicate as .men,

women, and children almoft appear in a flate
of nature ; and fhocking as the fight of fel-
low creatures thus degraded, muft harrow
up the foul of every man who is not entirely
dead to fenfibility. If their appearance ftrike
ws with a fomething at which the mind
fevolts, what mutt their ideas be at the com-
mencement of a fale ! what muft they think
of their precarious exiftence, ‘when 'crouds
burft at once upon, and furround them'; and
by a hafty and indifcriminate choice awaken
their fears for the prefent, and confirm their
apprehenfions of the miferies to come ? Upen

- this occafionof trial and uncertainty, many

have plunged themfelves at once into the
fea, more willing to fecond the anticipations

of food to be of fo much real fervice to them when fick, as a
prudent indulgence of reft ; for under inoculation, when the
firft is partigfly allowed, I have known them fatten in propor-
tion to the cxfe@ﬁon of the latt, and of this I can fpeak witln:
confidence, having been a frequent witnes of the fale

' of
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of defpait, than' furvive the apprehenﬁons of
an impending fate. - ° '

I :would here,” with deference, propofe,
that the fales be'in future private ; that few
be expofed to purchafe in a lot, that families
and conneftions be particularly attended to,
and fold to the fame mafter, or if that can-
not. be, as near as poffible to the fame neigh«
bourhood.* Such tendernefs would be a
prefent confolation to the dejected flaves, give
a pleafing confidence in the juftice and
humanity of the mafter, reconcile them to
their . labour for his intereft, and prove a
{fource.to the purchafer of future emolument..
I am convinced that many of thefe negletted
creatures have given themf{elves up to forrow
and defpair, for no other reafon than a fepa-
ration from their old attachments ; and what
makes me more inclinable to this belief is,
the conftant predileCtion they have upon alk

* That private fales will better anfwer the purport of
profit and humanity, I have not a doubt, for the fame or more
eagernefs will attend the purchafe of a lot of five, than will
be obferved in one of fifty : relations and attachments may be
thence confidered ; and he who cannot realize twe families:
(if families be fet apart) may be at leaft ablc, in con;un&xoxx
with a neighbour, to purchafe oge.
< occaﬁons,

rJ'
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dccafions, to thofe who have been purchafed
from the fame cargo, and whom they em-
phatically diftinguith by the appellation of
thip-mates. A perfon of the fame country
to {peak the language, explain the nature of
their expe@ed fervice, and how they are to
a&t to avoid punithment, and extort indul+
gence, thould conftantly attend thefe privats
fales, (for public ones I have already repros
bated, and given my reafons) that they may
pot enter with diftruft into ‘their new con-
dition ; and this idea feems to. be no lefs
founded upon juftice than policy.

I could with that every. Guinea falor,
‘every planter, every ‘purchafer of a flave,
would ferioufly refle€t upon his natural fituae
tion, and that he would not affume confequence
from power, nor oppreflion from the means
of diftrefs: that every man who willingly,
or is obliged through neceflity to become an
exile from his paternal {oil, and who foregoes
the conftitutional birth-right of  freedom, to
fink into a: purchafed flave # would only

- * To what this alludes, is too obvious to.require an explas
Rpation. ’

B S refle&
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refle® one moment upon what he was, and
accordingly ufe with moderation that power,
which neither mental abilities, nor acknow-
ledged virtues, but a change of climate and
a feries of fortune have put into his hands.
- I fuppofe a parcel of negroes to be now
purchafed,—what would be the general idea
of extorted flavery? a fecret figh, a fullen
murmur, or a deep revenge! How contrary
to fuch fuggeftions is the real faét? One,
two, or three ftrangers at moft of their own
colour, will lead from forty to fifty newly
purchafed from one end of the Ifland to the
other ; they will dance and fing throughout
the journey, without lamenting a change of
life, diffimilarity of manners, or fatigue of
diftance; but will chearfully follow where-
ever they are condutted, and refreth thems-
felves whenever they halt, without refent+
ment, without fufpicion, without concern :
nay if one of their thipmates, from apparent
weaknefs of conftitution, or any accidental
difeafe of body or mind be left unpurchafed,
he will follow his departing companions with
“a Heavy eye: and would fooner pine away
with forrow at his rejeGtion, than dread the

o moft

N—— . . -

-~
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‘moft inhuman fituation to which his own
fears, or the apprehenfions of his countrymen
‘might reduce him. '

If the negroes were. particularly’ addu."ted to
‘revenge, they "would have frequent and
fecret opportunities of gratifying, with all
its horrors, this implacable and infernal paf=
fion. I think them more inclinable to for-
give than refent an injury, they will quarrel
indeed moft violently with their tpngues, but
feldom with their hands, and there cannet
be much to dread from their general indo-
denceand timidity. ‘The Coromantee negroes
are, it muft be confefled, of a more favage
appearance and intrepid temper ; but as they
are feldom brought fo young to the country
as thofe of other nations, and indignant at
the idea of labour foon pine in fullennefs,
or fink their {pirits in their pride, I would
not depend too much upon zheir exertipz.;.a;
nor flatter myfelf with a continuity of thesr
ftrength. Nowithftanding the great predi-
letion for this people 1 have feldom known
-them anfwer upon an eftate ;—on the con-
trary-—-l have been more unlucky myfelf
in the purchafe of thefe flaves than in

B2 : thofe
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thofe of any other country—they may do
very well for jobbers, and for thofe who
require immediate work; but as they are
not equally docile with thofe of other
~‘nations, do not ‘eafily domefticate, and
form - attachments, or work with pleafure
and perfeverance in their grounds, I would
not recommend any number of them-at a
time fo be- fixed upon the fame eftate.

I. now fuppofe the African to be arrived
upon the fpot, where his labours are to be
exerted, and the remainder of his life con-
fined. - His content (for I will not think
him capable of happinefs, for who is, or
can be fo?) muft eventually depend upon
a variety of circumftances—upon the -effe&t
‘that his perfon may make upon the pur-
chafer, upon his obedience to the overfeer,
upon the ftru&ture of his body, the open-
neis of his face, the vigour of his limbs,
and upon his apparent fenfe and duftability ;
but more than all, upon the connections he
may form, and the prote&tion he may find
among negroes of confequence and power
"upon the plautatlon. :

- A negro
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A negro man is purchafed either for a trade,
or the cultivation and different procefs of - the
cane—the occupatlons of the women are only
two, the houfe, with its feveral departments,
and {uppofed indulgencies, or the field with
its exaggerated labours. ‘The firft fituation 1s
the moft honorable, the laft the moft inde-
pendant; for I never knew a negro who
would not willingly forego the comforts of
the houfe (which fervice requires a conftant
attendance) to be fure of the hours of accuf~
tomed leifure; and what that leifure 1s, I thal
endeavour in the courfe of thefe obfervations -
to explain.. .7 ‘

It appears to me that too many flaves are
brought to the Iflands advanced n life;
whereas, if only thofe who are young, or at
the moft undertwenty years of age were if-
-ported, there would not be much rifk of their
havi'ng left behind them thofe 'regrét-s, which
thofe may be fuppofed to have done, who
have been forced from the endearing ties of
wife and children, and under the painful an-
ticipations of their future wretchednefs and
want. ‘Thofe who are at the period above
deferibed, confider their. entrance into a new
: ftate
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fnte-of life, as' a temporary paftime, which
muft be greatly enhanced by the {fudden en-
joyment of ideal liberty, after the harrible
,éopﬁngment of a long, and perhaps a tem-
peftuous, and dangerous voyage. = They take
the hoe, the adze, the hammer, or the plane
the firft tidle into their hands with as much
youthful vanity as a boy at fchool does his
bat; and.it is not long before they know how
g0 make an ingenious ufe of either.

. From the age of twelve to fixteen is, ‘in

my apinion, the period that is moft likely tp

anfwer the future views of the purchafer;
for as property in the Weft-Indies.is enly
waluable accerding to its capital, (as the land
would be of little ufe without negroes or cat-
tle to work it) it is furely the intereft of the
proprietor (humanity out of-the queftion) -te

preferve it undiminifhed ; and if it can be {up- -

ported without a recruit of foreign purchafe,
«(an inftance of which has not fallen within
.my experience, or that of any perfon with
whom I am acquainted) it argues either pre-
-vention, care, or fome accidental properties-of
foil and climate.
.. X think it bad policy to puth the labours of
- the
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the negro to the utmoft, and I have mever
known thofe plantatiens profper, the mafters
of which have been bent upon immediate
gain. Even ftrength may be wrought down
to weaknefs, the ftouteft cattle become dife
abled, and the beft land be fo much cultured
“as to make it poor: it is therefore better to
forego a prefent, or accidental profit, (for if
‘hurricanes continue, the additional ftrength
of an hundred negroes would not encreafe the
crop in any proportion to the expence) than
‘to puth forward to an uncertainty, and a blind
dependance upon thofe feafons which have
for fome years paft fo woefully deceived. K
muft be confefled that more manual exertion
1s neceffary upon fome properties than upon
others; for, wherever an eftate requires a
large portion of land, with a finall proportion
-of ftrength, to be annually planted, the labour
muft be greatly more than on that which with
the fame number of hands, does not require
fo many acres to be fteadily put in. An eftate
making two hundred hogtheads of fugar, and
preferving its capital, will be worth more at
theend of thirty years than one making three,
that is obliged to depend upon frequent re-
' cruits.
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cruits. - It is not the quantity of produce .

that 1s annually made, but the moderate rate
at which it is manfatured, that among
planters ftamps the independent and affluent
man. ' ‘

Exclufive of the firlt coft of a flave, the
sifk that is run in feafoning more than one
out of two, is fufficient one would think to
difcourage a prudent man from the purchafe
of flaves; but as few planters, I am afraid,
are confidered in this light, and as thofe in
particular who refide in the country are ex-
tremely fanguine in their purfuits, and will
‘buy fo long as they have either money or
credit to fuppert theirideas; it is not a mat-
ter of wonder that the fules are {o frequent, fo
‘advantageous to the merchant, but fo deftruc-
tive in general to him who buys.

I am forry to be obliged to fay, when treat-
ing of the fatal complaints of the negroes,
that humanity is {ometimes totally forgotten ;
and that thefe poor, difabled creatures, whofe
“colour and fituation fhould excite compaffion,
are often left in the ftate of painful helplefl-
nefs above defcribed, to linger out their days,

‘unieen, unpitied, unprovided.  Some Jaw
. thould
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thoild be made, and rigoroufly enforced te
prevent this flagrant enormity ; as well as to
give prote€tion and “fupport to thofe who
from age and infirmity are no longer able to
work, arnd who fhould -not be left at this
period of declining mortality to the caprice
and infult of an overfeer. The fame pro-
vifion fhould extend to ‘the fickly and dif-
abled in all periods and conditions of life.
I muft here likewife take notice of an abufe,
as general as it is erroneous, and as inefficient
as it is inhuman. When' a negro becomes
an invalid from age, accident, or any natural
or acquired infirmity, he is put: ta thofe
fituations of exertion and truft, which even
the moft young and robuft, the moft healthy
and canfidential are not always equal to the
execution of. He is fent into the mountains
to watch provifions, to prevent the theft of
plantation, or other negroes, and to repel the
trefpafies of cattle, either there, or among the
~ canes ; and as few-of the pieces are enclofed,
many planted with cofn, and the cattle, men,
and boys very rarely attentive, much is ex-
pected from his vigilance, and more from
thofe’ éxertions, which, in fa&, from bodily

' C infirmity,

i
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.nhfirmity, he is not able to make; for how
can he be expeed to run, who with diffi-
culty can barely walk ? ‘The frequent con-
fequence of his inability is a revenge upon
the intruding cattle ; for as he cannot flir to
drive them away, hethrows a ftone to knock
out an eye, ar a lance to plerce them to the
heart.

- As tmany negroes ofthls defoription Watch
sthe pens, in which the cattle are nightly ene
clofed, when manuring the laud for future
cultivation, much, too much I think, is ex-
polted from their watchfulnefs, perfeverance,
. and ‘care; nor are they fufficiently refieved
or fupported in this painful and uncertain
truft, - If by chance, after having toiled all
day long to make the-pens fecure, and if af-
ter his bodily exertions, he drop to fleep, or
pinched by the defcending dews, or chilly
winds, (which often blow with an intenfenefs
that would even make the moft hardy Euros
- pean’ thudder) he retire to his hat - for
warmth, or to prepare -his' food ; and: if, i
this - tcmparary abfence, nay, although'he
thould be tintent upon his watch, a refracé
wry mule, or an obfhname fteer thould break
: the
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the enclofifre, and only  trample . upen 3
young, or break a ripened, cane ;. the poor
wretch conceives his crimie te be {o enor-
mous, that if he cannot dépénd wpon the
juftice, or ‘humanity ofi the owerfeér (ta
which but few will make appeal). he im-
mediately abfconds, a-trufty: negro is dif-
patched in fearch,’ he is brought hame, and.
punithed for a double crime; for that of
negle@, and that of ‘abfencé ; although the
utmoft ftrength and circumfpetion might
not have been able to prevent the firft. Ifa
dentinel be only expetted to give a vigi-
lant watch for two hours, without. any pre-
~vious fatigue of body or mind; why fhould
a warn-out negro, wnable in his perfon,
aud funk by toil, he expected 1o be refpon-
fible for a watch of twelve? "I could hera
defcribe the poor negro with patient trembe
ling, and wifhful thought, lament the want
of raiment, food, and fhelter: - but as his
feelings are fuppoled to be different from
durs; his body impaffive to the fame intfu~
~fions, and his mind not affeGted by the fare
cares; I fhall avoid a painting that ‘might
be thought more florid than juft; and con-
‘ - C 2 tent
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tent myfelf with tracing a reprefentation of
bis fuifermgs in my own mind.

- 1:fhall now: take up the 1mported flave
from . his firft introdu&ion to labour, and
mark his progrefs in health and ficknefs, un-
der a mild, or cruel mafter, and in a warm, or
chilly: climate; for inconfiderable as is the
extent of latitude between one part of the
ifland of Jamaica and another; yet the fea-

- fons vary, almoft as much as between fpring:
and fummer, and autumn and winter in other
regions.

- Every man who purchafes a negro, - thould
lay it downi as a general pofition that he can-
not bear the cold; his hut fthould therefore

be ere@ted in a fituation, impervious to the

breeze at night, and under a local prote&tion:
from the norths at noon, at the fettjing.in of
which (as they blow with uncommon keen-:
nefs) moft Europeans who have been long:
fettled in the country, have annual vifitations:
of the fever; and the chilly negroes, at-.
tacked by pleurifies, . very fenfibly feel,.and:
painfully fuffer, from this alteration.of the:
climate, “ :
'Therc.

——
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. 'Theré feemto be but two plans adopted
for the feafoning of African negrogs, and
neither of which can I, -from experience,
approve. 1 only with to broach, not infift
upon, my ideas; and I-fhall chearfully be-
{tow my humble mite' of thanks-and. grati-
tude, to thofe who may. fuccefsfully Jabour,
and triumph at laft in the caufe of humar(xity.;
. A flave, fo far as h‘isgdegraded fituation
will allow, fhould be made eafy, confident,
and independent. A property fhould be given;
to him, as foon as may be, .in a houfe, in
live ftock, or a ground. - Let time be given
to him upon his arrival for pleafure, and
encourage him to look forward without con=-
cern, to his future work. Let him betaught
to build a hovel for himfelf; and for,this
purpofe let a man, who {peaks. his native
language, affift him in felling the wood ;. let.
the  cattle: belonging to the eftate. draw it
home ; and let-him make a pleafure, net a
" duty, of his building. Let_the fame indul-
gence be allowed him, refpe&ing his ground,
let him work it for himfelf ;.let it be par-
ticularly guarded, and .every. intrufion upon
it for the purpofe of theft, if difcovered,
. . : be
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be feverely punithed.  If he be led i into idle-
mefs, or negle®t, or be taught to thieve by
other “negroes, (for example is comtagious)
et the feducer, and-mot the deluded, en~
counter chaftifement; in which the intent
and not trefpafs  thould be confidered; for if
a negro be not ablé to provide himfelf with
food, and there be plenty, uvnappropriated,
epon the plantation, (of which I have known
fore, I may fay many inftances) it cannot
be deemed criminal in him to take for felf-
prefervation, what an inhuman ovedcer
mrght deny from humanity, .

-- A new negro fhould not be threatened w1th
the whip, nor brought where punifhments
are. infliCted : as: maﬁy are reduced, from
the ' chances of wary fromi independency to
fervitude, they swill often feel their reverfe
of condition with refentment ; or will brood
over- in filence, “thofe miferies, which, as
they cannot elude, they may treafure up in
their minds to be matured by future events.*

" #* The defperation of 7 négto is more frequently turned
upon: himfelf, tban npunhxm by whow he has been masls
defperates

Some




€ 23 )

Some indeed will dare the terrors of the
boiling cauldron, fome attach themfelves
to trees and doors, fome plunge into the
rapid torrent, and fome will end their defpe-
rate exiftence with a knife. ‘The Eboe ne=
groes are particularly addicted to fuicide, and
a very trifling anticipation of mifery will
make them rufh, almoft by families, at once
into eternity. ‘Great tendernefs fhould
therefore be thewn to flaves of this defcrip~
tion ;—they fhouwld be bought young; and
in the choice of women, from whatever
country they might come, I would felek
thofe (although théy be not' thought to be
the moft valuable) who feem to be in a fair
way to become mothers. The immediate
indulgence which that fituation requires;
and the time allowed after the perlod of de-
livery will be the means of preparing them
by degrees to their ecxpetted labour; they
will inftantly make acquaintances, or form
conneftions with thofe who have been bea
fore purchafed from their own country, abd
it will reconcile “them by a gentle progrcfs
to the difcipline, manners, and climate:: but
the prmclpal advantage to the mafter will be

the
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the pledge newly given to his property of
the attachment of the parent to that fpot
upon which her child is born. I think that
negroes in general are tender of their chil-
“dren, particularly of thofe who are in-a
ftate .of helpleflnefs ; and if they were en-
couraged as nurfes, I am apt to belicve that
fo many would not be loft witliin fo fhort a
period as nine days after- their birth. I am
aware that there are many planters who do
not wifh their women to breed, *.as there-

by

- % A'negro woman has very little encouragement in gent.
sal, if (he become the mother, to be the fupport of a nume-
rous offspring, and yet it is aftonithing to fee, how large a
family fhe will raife upon-a plantation without any expence to
the mafter, or feeming diftrefs to herfelfe It is patural, it may
be faid, for a parent to provide for its progeny; but nature
does mot always furnith fubfiftence, efpecially in latitudes
where- the concuffions of the elements will not only render
abortive induftry, but wealth. The proprictor who wifhes to
encourage population, fhould affit with tendernefs thofe means
which from frequent demands begin to fail, fhould indulge
the mother with time appointed to the number of her claims,
and fhoyld allow, not nuly leifure. to herfelf, but artendants
to her children ; for the more moderate the work of a young
and healthy negro is, the longer will it endure, and the toore
hkely will The be to continue to raife ‘fupplies for the planta-
. tion. “To the sbfolute liberation of a flave who fhall havg
hrought

;
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by fo much wortk is loft in their attendance
" upon their infants: but a man who looks
forward thould confider that thefe young
thoots, when become faplings, will be fit
for a variety of ufes, and when grown up
will be the future {upports of the plantation.
Thofe properties that do not raife, muft be
obliged to purchafe ftrength; and to thofe
of this way of thinking I can only oppofe
my opinion, while they are left the free in-
dulgence of theirs. I fhould imagine that
“there are few planters . who would not re-
joice at the fight of a long lift of negro
children, as it muft reflet fome credit.upon
their humanity, that of the overfeer, and
upon the value of their negroes; for I have
always obferved thofe to be the moft fteady,
the moft quiet, the moft obedient, and
their labour the moft to be depended upon,

brought up a given number of children upon an eftate, I muft
for the fake of humanity objeét; for when fhe fhall become
-unable to work for her family, _fhe will be unable to work for
herfelf, and therefore will ftand in need of double fupport. .
She may be made independant as to labour, but fhould be al-
ways dependant upon her mafter for protetion and food,
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who had thefe tender and plealing ties to
bind them to the property.*

A planter who withes to look forward to

future independency, fhould not be too fan-
¢guine in his purchafes, under the idea of
puthing his property to decreafe his debt: he

thould confider, that, for what he buys, not- -

withftanding the temptations of a long credit,
hie muft be at laft gbliged to pay ; he fhould
vonfider befides that intereft is a perpetual
fnotion, and that even with the beft pro-
- {pets, hurricanes may {weep away, the blaft
“deftroy, or drought burn up his canes. Ex-
‘pence 1s certain, but the fruits of .that exs
‘pence precarious: and I rather think that
‘eftate will be the fooneft clear of debt (for
1 confider almoft all in the Weft-Indies to be
fo, particularly fince the late calamitous vifi-
tations of heaven) which proceeds with a
mild and fteady operation of its {trength and
‘means, the proprictor of which is more

* 1 am of opinion that the average of négro children raifed
“upon a plantation will be worth more feven years after their
" birth, than the fame number of African flaves feven years af-

ter thieir purchafe. A creole of twelve years old I confider of
more value to the plantation upon which he is born, than the
. pick of two out of a fhip would ultimately turn out 1o be.

anxious
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-anxious to do juftice to his creditors by an
annual, although a flow decreafe of his en-
cumbrance, than by augumenting his loan
pnder the idea of puthing his crops, and of
thereby weakening thofe powers, which at
the laft muft fail.

. 'The two methods generally adopted for :
the feafoning of negroes (and both of which
I bave repeatedly tried, and in both of
which I have failed) are the following: either
to quarter them upon old ones, under whom
they are to learn to make a ground; or to
have one ready planted, full of provifions,
and apportioned to them upon their arrival:

of both thefe plans I highly difapprove, and
for the enfuing reafons. If a new négro at-

" tend an old one to the mountain, (as it'is the

undeviating principle of the colour not to do -

~ that for themfelves which others will do for
them) it is ten to one but he .make the
ftranger do the drudgery, while he claims,
in confideration of the ufe of his hut, and the
pitiful fubfiftence he may give him, the un-
difputed pofleffion of all the produce—nay
more, he will make him his flave upon all
occafions, and if he exprefy by fullennefs the

o D 2 ‘ . Jeaft
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Jeaft difinclination to do that which he is
imperioufly ordered to perform, threats at

Jeaft, if not a blow, will be the immediate

confequence. If he complain to the overfeer,

be may not be inclined to liften, the con-

fequence will be a difcouragement to future

applications, and a more dependent fituation

under the tyrant than he experienced before. -

In fhort fo foon as he begins to be handy, to

underftand a few words of the language, and

has learned to pleafe the culinary tafte of his

‘mafter, he is kept awake for this purpofe,
fent upon meflages, and goes through the

meaneft fervice of dependency: fo that in fact

the new negro has not only his overfeer to’

obey, but his tyrant. to pleafe; and under

this double humiliation this part of flavery at

leaft may be eafily conceived. The other

mode of feafoning is to give them grounds,

and work them all together in one gang on

Sunday to clean or plant it; and as this is

done under the eye of a driver, it is only ac-

cumulating the feventh day of labour, inftead

of giving the one of reft. As negroes.of every

other defcription have this day to themfelves

all the year round, and out-of crop every other
- Saturday,
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Saturday, one would naturally thinlg,frdm'poli.»
cy, as well as humanity, that the new negroes
ought to be more than entitled to this indul-
gence. It muft furely be attended with mor-
tification to them to behold their fellow=-
labourers in the fame plantations ranging over
the face of the mountains to chufe a {pot for
prefent cultivation, or to abandon that at
pleafure, to felect another that his inclination
may prefer; while they are obliged to work
under - the hoe, and feel not that day of in-
dependency which the others enjoy. But
this is not all-~a portion of ground with bear-
ing provifions is given to them, from which
they are expeéted to fubfift, before they are
become fufficiently acquainted with its na-
ture to afcertain either its ufe or value:
The confequence is, in the end, defeated;
what si ready for the pot they indifcriminate-
ly gather; and heedlefs of the morrow, con-
fume, or deftroy in one day, what was ex-
pe&ted, with labour and forefight, to laft a
.year; and fo foon as they fhall have gleaned -
it tothe laft bunch of plantains, or the ulti-
mate root, (which it would be a miracle if
‘the thleves have fpared) they then neglett its
: further
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further cultivation, and throw themfelves
-back upon the indulgence of the mafter, who
-refers them to the overfeer, and the overfeer
-perhaps to punithment. ‘There is no doubt
-that many negroes, even upon properties that
‘are abundant in provifions, abfolutely die,
~or contraét incurable complaints from a want
‘of food ;. and here it is in vain for the do&tor
.to prefcribe; for his fkill cannot, although
his remonftrances might, if attended to, have
‘helped to avert the horrors of want. Iam
{orry to obferve, that much reform is want-
-ing, where one fhould hope that fellow-feel-
ing would rather anticipate, than wait for the
‘{flow progrefs of thofe complaints, which can-
-not failito bring the anhappy fufferer to an
‘early: grave. It is melancholy to fee the
.more than brutal infenfibility with which the
- patient negroes are. often. times in ficknefs
-treated—it is more inexcufable, as their
-filence and refignation under, and the forti-
:tude with which they bear the moft excru-
- ciating bodily fufferings, and profeflional pain,
-would pafs among divines for a chnftian
.obedience .to what they feel; and among
-zealots entitle them to the. appellation of
. : martyrs

'y
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martyrs in defpair. The truth is, the poot.
negroes are feldom -confidered- as human
creatures, and are"confequently as ;arelﬁ
treated as fuch.

. The plan I would humbly fubmit fOr the
-feafonmg of new negroes 1is eflentially dife
ferent from thofe defcribed. I would firft of
all prepare.them for the climate,. givg them
time to recover the fatigues of the voyage
have them carefully examined by thé¢ doc-
tor, left for fome time to his direction,
and worked under his orders; indeed I could .
with that the pratice had more controuling
power over the bofpital; purfes, and - diet
of the fick negroes in gencral than they now
have; for where an averfeer has the. vanity
to think that he can fupply the place of the -
dotor; the two provinces muft. naturally
‘clath, and the poor negro will become the
facrifice of bis temerity. s

I now fuppofe a cargo of African flaves to
‘be arrived upon .a property; I would there-
fore have, in the firlt place a general dox-
mitory prepared for their reception; it fhould
-be large, and commoadious; but not expofed
to .the air, for negroes of all defcriptions

diflike
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diflike the cold; nay they will frequently
fleep fo near the fire, as to have their cloaths
burnt, without pereeiving it. Proper peo-
ple thould be provided to wath their cloaths,
and drefs their food. ‘They fhould be fed,
for the firft twelve months at leaft, under the
eye of the overfeer; they fhould be worked
in fuch a manuer as to make their employ- -
ment rather a pleafure than a-toil; they
fhould be generally engaged, (but not on
Sundays, for that day fhould be always their
own) in planting, cleaning and gathering
provifions ; they fhould be early taught to
bave fome pride in, and idea of indepen~
dency, that they may look forward to their
own houfe, their own ground, and in time,
their own family. They may now and then
" be drawn off to do. flight jobs upon the
eftate; this will make them haudy, and
tempt them to form conneions there ; and
fo often as this fhall happen, the idea fhould
“be encouraged, as a negro thus wxllmgly
domefticated, will probably be of more du-
rable fervice than two or three removed to it
at once from the fhip. It feems to me in-
difpenfably neceffary, that the negroes of their

owll
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own country fhould attend their wants, and
that one of the fame defcription fhould
{uperintend their work. The whip fhould
be difmiffed ; and fugar and water given
to them when they become weary, or
~ the fun is intenfely hot. ‘They ought not to.
be fent out too foon in the morning, nor
continue too late in the evening, particularly
in the rainy feafons; when I think that all,
without exception, (more efpecially thofe
who are nurfes) fhould be much indulged.
They may be employed in the work already
mentioned, or in chopping paftures, clean-
ing young canes, dropping dung, or attending
the tradefmen; and thefe I would recoma
mend to be their fole employment, for at leaft
“one year, and altogether in one gang; and
during which period, I would not fuffer them
upon any account to go into a cane piece
after the trath begins to fall, as it is very apt .
to excoriate the fkin, and leave ulcers be-
hind, that are not eafily cured by time and
application. So foon as they fhall krow how to
open and cultivate a ground, and the overfeer
fhall be affured that they are capable, and
willing to' make it their future dependence, .

E X he
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he fhould fupply them with materials, and
fend them affiftance to build a houfe; fhould
encourage them to become domeftic, and
fhould by degrees initiate them into the las
bours of the field; but I fhould not fuffer
them to be put into the big gang, ‘until their
growth thall be confirmed s and unlefs 'they
have fufficient bodily ftrength to make their
way good with the others. As for thofe,
' ‘who are intended for a trade, their labour
i propottionably eafy; but I would, inde-
pendently of their work, recommend the
fame treatment in évery other refpeét, with
thofe intended for the field; ‘and even the
* houfe negroes fhould be eftablithed in their

own houfes, and grounds.
-~ T think that negroes in 'gcneral are a
healthy fet of people; “and if they were more
indulged than they are in ficknefs, their
work more apportioned to their ftrength,
their food certain, and their cloathing warm,
that they would feldom trouble the hofpitals.
with their company, or the overfeer with
complaints, © I a goed negro fhould not,
by fome accident, turn ‘out fo foon one
mornmg as the others do, or with from flight
: indifpofition
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indifpofition to lay up a few hours, or take
perhaps-a whole day ; I think that, in con-
fideration of his regularity in general, it
fhould be overlooked. It is an eafy mattet
to difctiminate between thofe who are de-
ferving, and thofe who wifh to make an
excufe for idlenefs 5 and perhaps it might be
better to pafs over a fault in the firft, than
admit of the leaft excufe (except in ficknefs)
in the laft. Many negroes are obliged to
refume the hoe, when with proper indul-
gences they fhould feek their bedss and if
their feelings were to be more generally cres
dited, and more forbearance fhewn upon
particular occafions, there would not. be fo
many really fick, and by no means.fo many
fkulkers; for when thefe poor creatures are
made to turn out, when complaining, before
1t is motning ; and, after the fatigues of the
day, are employed amid@ the dews of night,
or obliged at any time to work in the rain;
‘the confequence will be a full hofpital the
ehfuing morning. Itis furely better to obtain'
a proportionate quantity of labour from many
hands, than to expe® the fame work -to
be done by few ; in the firft place, the bu- -

E 2 finefs
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finefs will proceed with regularity, and pro+
_ mife a continuance; in the fecond it will
be overftrained ; and like the bow that is too
much bent, will break at laft.

Negro children, as well thofe. who are
creoles, as thofe who are purchafed, fhould
be lodged together, and under the particular
notice of the overfeer; they fhould have
proper women to attend them day and night;
they thould be made to move about, that
they may have the ufe of their limbs, and
kept in health, under the eye of a prudent .
old woman, whofe fole bufinefs it fhould
be, to make them hand-weed paftures, or to
employ them in fome light work in which
they may take delight, and which a gang
of children, if it be at all numerous, will
do to the full, as well as feafoned negroes.
They fhould not be made to depend upon
their mothers for food ; but fhould be . daily
fupplied from the overfeer’s houfe; and he
fhould dire& them to be fed three times a
day, either under his own eye, or that of a
book-keeper. They fhould not turn out
too early in the morning, nor be fuffered to

move out of their huts after dark: and to
{peak’
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fpeak my fentiments, I do not know ang
quality fo good in a manager as that of tak-
ing efpecial care of the negro children.

It is obferved, that negroes are not grate-
ful : that thofe who have been the moft in-~
dulged, are generally thofe who will be the
firft delinquent. It has been faid, that thofe
who have been kept under a fteady difci-
pline, have been feldom known to commit
enormities, whereas thofe who have been
treated with peculiar kindnefs have made
'wanton attacks upon the life of the mafter,
and been the firft perhaps to excite rebel-
lion: fuppofe that all this be even granted,
fwhich however in many inftances I can
perfonally deny,) yet ftill the feelings of the
flave muft be confulted, and general rigour
thould not ‘be purfued in confequence of
private treachery. If neceflity can plead an
excufe with the European fettler, or the
planter for the abufe of power, and- recon-
cile the tyrant to the caprice of punifhment,
~the fufferer fhould not therefore meet
with oppreffion when patient, nor cruelty
when refigned—the fituation of mafter and
flave thould be humanely confidered ; and asthe
o firft
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Brft owes his bread to the latter, it is his
duty from principle, as I fhoyld hope it
would be from inclination, to protet him
from cruelty, and preferve him from want.
. ‘The fituation of a good négro under a
kind owner or a bénevolent overfeer is not
to be pitied, indeed it is very fuperior in
many refpets, (the idea of indifcriminate
punithment excepted) to thofe of the gene+
sality of labouring poor in England—the
firft indeed are flaves to their mafters—the
laft to their wants. Under the fubjetion of
fuch as 1 have abovementioned, even the
condition of a worthlefs one is by no-means
1o deplorable as the humanity of Europeana
feems to {ufpe& ; nor are their punifiments
fuch as to ftrike with horror, when we res
fle® upon what people of our own colour
and language, our own religion and feelings,
fo often fuffer in the perfons of foldiers and
failors *. - Under capricious and inhuman
managers,

"% Tam far from prefuming to tarow the moft diftant re-’
flection upon that difcipline which is neceffary to be obferved
in our fleets and armies ; as among the fiberal and cnhghtened,
who are 3 honour to thefe profeffions, as much hpmapity is

found as among any clafs of people exifting; and if punifh-
’ ment
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anagers, who in the tyrant fink the man,
their fituation is, in fome refpeéts, too la<
mentable -to be defcribed ; for as they 'are
determined not to be pleafed, they will not
give their negroes a good word, grant them
any indulgence, or look upon them as hue
Man creatutes endued with feeling, or fub-’
- je& to the laws of humanity ; but they will
en the contrary inflit heavy ‘punithments
for the flighteft omiffions, be conffantly
upon the ‘watch to dete& petty errors, and

defcend to fuch inftances of low and maligs’

nant revenge as would fhock the greateft
favage that ever enjoyed the fight of hu<
man bleod. T'o wretches of this defcription,
whofe cruelty rifes in.proportion to the weake’
nefs of the-obje&, no excufe thould be made;

no protection given ; they thould be deprived

ment follow delinquency, it is only under the idea of eradi«
cating a bad example for the fubftitution of ome that is good
but when corporal feverity exceeds the crime, the end of
puniliment is thereby perverted, and that becames crimindg
‘which before was juff. It is the wanton abufe of power in the
Wet Indies that alarms, and not the feverity of infliction, al-

though in fome particular and private cafes it may,-and ¥

doubt not has, been carried to excefs: it is for this reafon,

that I think punifhments ip our colonies fhould be publickly .
of

iofliled, and attended with fome kind of folemnity.

> -
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ef the pawers of punithment, hooted through
the world as dithonourers of nature ; fhould
find no companion but fthame, no reft but
in death; and this completion of human
’ pumfhment fhould be as pamful as ignomi-
nious,
. The difcipline of thefe degraded mortals
fhould be fteady, not fevere, nor fhould
they proceed from malice or refentment ;
and the overfeers thould be particularly care-
ful not to indulge themfelves in liquor ; and
thould likewife refle&t, that as the poor ne-
gro depends entirely upon their- mercy, that
in this cafe forgivenefs becomes a victory.
They fhould not be chaftifed in fuch a man-
ner as to lay them up, for the end of punith-
ment is defeated by a lofs of labour; and a

long remiffion from employment may beget

indolence, that indolence may fofter other
¢crimes, and thofe occafion feverities which
too often tranfcend the bounds of juftice and

humanity. When a negro becomes fami-

liarized to the whip, he no longer holds it in
terror * : for I have generally abferved, that

* This obfervation may be applied to all colours and pe-
siods, and all canditions of life,

it

1}
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it does not corred, but multiply faults; that
it often makes one wha was good become
bad; and that inftead of fucceeding as an
example, it has a contrary cffet, and will
ultimately drive the idle to villainy, and the
fecling to defpair.

I would propofe that no flave thould receive
more than the legal fufferance of nine and
thirty lathes, (if the whip be thought indif-
penfably neceflary, but.I would recommend
the {ubftitption of fome other punifhment¥*)
unlefs it be in the prefence of the doctor,

(who

* Tam forry to obferve, that punifhments in Jamica are often,
infliGed upon the bodies of the negroes without difcretion, and
very frequently rather to gratify revenge than for the fake of ex-

‘ ample. An oyerfeer who is addifted to drink, will not make any
difcrimination in the abfence of reafon between the generally
laborious, and accidentally idle ; and there are drivers upon fome
plantaticns, who will fleep over the work of the negroes com.
mitted to their charge, when the white peaple are abfent, but
who will ufe the whip without neceffity fo foon as one fhall ap;
pear in fight, | am willing to believe that it is fometimes
meant as a warning : but why make a2 mocking of punithment,
or fuffer that to be confidered as fport to an able nego, thag
intimidates, and confequently becomes pain to thofe who are
fick and weakly ? I am convinced that cuftom and bad example
have a fatal influence upon the conduét of the generality of
white people in Jamica, many of whom imagine that the ap-
pearance of difcipline is a {pur to labour, and that negroes will
: F nat
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(who fhould be made refponfible for the ex<
cefles of infli¢tion,) and even then the extent
of feverity fhould be directed by an attending
magiftrate.  Upon many negroes thame will
operate more powerfully than the lath; and
I do not fee any reafon why they fhould be
mortified when they demand our pity; on
the contrary—they fhould be encouraged to
take fome pride in integrity, and know how
to value a confidence when repofed in them:
that numbers are radically honeft, and wor-
- thy of truft, I have the experience of near thir-
teen years to corroborate; and this pofition

not work unlefs roufed by the found of the whip: how very
peceffary is it then, that people of this defcription, and with
fuch ideas fhould be fhortened in authority, and that the re-
fponfibility of a plantation fhould be entrufted only to thofe
who have confiftency of conduét: whofe education will give a
pride to feeling, enforce humanity by example, and thereby
make the intereft of their employer the line and rule of all
their actions? That there are fome of the firft defcription, who,
in fpite of the want of education, are fenfible, induftrious, and
honeft, I do not fcruple to allow ; and that I am acquainted
with feveral of the laft whom fufpicion may truft, and in whom
confidence repofe, I have a pleafure to confefs; and I muft
confequently obferve that encouragement fhould follow merit
without the illiberal difcriminations of name or climate : for if
a planter be well ferved, it is of little confequence whether that
fervice be rendered by one who was born on the Southern, or
Northera fide of the river Tweed.

Iam
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1 am convinced that many people who are
acquainted with the Weft Indies will fup-
port; and I am moreover apt to believe, that
they would not labour under that general
ftigma of dithonefty they now do, were they
better inftrufed, or were they even taught
the difference between a good and an evil
a&ion, and had better examples before their
eyes, from which they might copy the ideas,
and perfet the practice of moral re&itude. .

I fhall now fuppofe that the African, are
affimilated as it were, from time, connec-
tions, and habitudes of cuftom, with the
Creole negroes; I fhall therefore, for the bet-
ter elucidation of my fubjet, defcribe their
general and fpecific labours upon a planta-
tion, beginning with their hours of toil, and
interventions of reft, and defcend to their
common recreations, and domeftic ceconomy 3
by which means you will be enabled to form
fome juft ideas of the real fituation of a
flave; and will in confequence, I hope, be-
lieve, that it is by no means fo dreadful as
thofe, deluded, I fear by a miftaken, al-
though a laudable motive of humanity, may
be led to believe : I fhall afterwards give my

’ opxmon, (which I fubmit with deference and

F 2 humility)

L B
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humility) how their conditions may with &
proportional beuefit accruing to the mafter;
be greatly meliorated, without any local ex-
ertion, or mental fuffering. :
When negroes tecome mafters of their
work as much may be done by flight as la«
bour; and a conftant habitude makes that
familiar, which to a looker on would be cons
fidered as a hardthip under which both fpirits
and ftrength muft foon fuceumb. ‘Fhey-ge<
nerally turn out to work at fix o’clock in the
morning, and continue unremittingly em-
ployed until the time of breakfaft, which is
generally between the hours of nine and ten.

For this meal they are allowed half-an hour, -

. but three quarters or more is the general aver-
age. ‘They then continue upon the hoe till
dinner time, that is, until twelve or one
o’clock; and perhaps the medium of thefe
hours is the general time of vacancy all over
the Ifland. Although this be called the time
of refeGtion, and-is with the overfeer and the
white people upon the plantation that period
of the day which is fet afide for this parti+
cular purpofe; ‘yet in this interval the negroes:
feldom make a meal, butare rather inclined to
indulge their leifure in converfation with their

S fellows,

W\
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‘tellows, or to loiter away the time in ufelefs
inactivity untill the fhell * prepares them fob
a renovation of toil. They are allowed for
2 nominal dinner ‘one hour and a half, b
it generally atrives at, or exceeds two, be+
fore they all affemble; and if the fpot upoa
which their labour be called, be st any difc
tance from their houfes, the time is propor-

tionally elonged. They feldom contmue in

the field, out of crop, after fun-fet, which is
never later than feven, fo that from thié

hour until fix the enfuing morning they may

call their time their own; a part of which
they confume in broken fleep, the reft in
fupper and a preparation for breakfaft at the
matin fummons ; {o that the negroes can abfo-
lutely command between thirteen and fours
teen hours a day, out of crop, befides the
accidental vacancies during the rainy fea-
fons, without mental care or bodily exertion ;
and where is the labourer in England who
can fefign himfelf to reft, and be foothed by
thcfe rcﬁeéhorxs.

v . v )
. *-Upon fome eftates. the negroes are fummoned to-wotk, of
foa rtlaxanon from toil, by the blowing of a fhell, and upon
fome by the ringing of a bell.

An

s
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An European burns at the very idea of

human nature toiling in the fervid regions
of the torrid zone, without confidering that
every climate has its inhabitant, and that
inhabitant its local cuftoms and labours to
endure. An African would fhudder at the
anticipation of being. expofed to rains that
freeze, and colds that numb; and the effets
of the laft (adverting to climates) are more
fudden, and more fatal in point of fenfa-
tion than thofe of heat: as animal warmth
preferves the fyftem in life and health; fo
doth a languor or fatal fuppreflion of this -
- principle give rife to ficknefs, or confign to
death.

. In crop time the labour of the negroes is

more conftant, I will not fay that it is

more fevere. The fituation of the tiers (or

thofe who collett and,bind up the canes for

carriage) is that which I have been the moft

. often led to compaflionate ; for as they are
. too weak for the labours of the big gang,
one would of courfe imagine that they were
entitled to fome indulgence—on the con-
trary they are oftentunes kept in the field
' from
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~ A pratice as indegcent as inhuman!
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from morning to night * without the privilegs.
of retiring from their work, or enjoying
that interval of reft from the ardours of the
mid-day fun, which other negroes expet.in=
variably to enjoy. To opprefs the weak with:
toil is impolitic .and inhuman; but as labour
in the Weft Indies is not always apportioned
to ftrength, it cannot be wondered at, if exer-
tions without power, and weaknefs without
indulgence, fo frequently fail.” R

‘To enter-into a detail of the continued la~
bour of a negro would be as tedious as to
trace the exertions of ahedge-man from morn-
ing to night; the firft works with vacancy,
the laft with thought. So:foon as the day

 thall ¢lofe, the one has not any thing to do

but to prepare for {fupper, and for reft. An
omiffion of his l:bour is not attended with a
lofs of bread to himfelf, his wife, and chil«
dren; a fit of ficknefs is not followed by an
expence, which the labour of feven days in

* Of this I have feen many inftances; nay, I could mention
fome properties upon which the poor negroes were employed
in cutting canes during the hours of common vacancy at noon
and who have been moreover obliged to labour on a Sunda

.
S

the-
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the week will not difcharge; he is not de<
prived of fleep by the anticipation of want,,
vor alarmed in his dreams by the ideal fum-
mons of ap attorney, nor does he dread
shat utmoft reach of meannefs and oppref~
fion, thdt se plus ulira of vindi&ive juftice,:
that canfines misfortune to the horrors of a.
jail, and finks the fufferer, his family, and-
bopes to irremediable mifery, and eternak
defpair. Let the unfeeling, who inhumanly:
trifle with: the wretchednefs of others, but
ferioufly. refle& how foon difappointment may’
agreft their means, and juftice vindicate the
caufe of innocence: of how: little avail is’
that wealth that is accumulated by extortion,
and how fuddenly inflated pride, and un-
merited elevation will fink into filence, and.
he buried with contempt! Let the wretch
who fattens upon the means of others, but
confider that rapacity is amenable to juftice ;- -
and !:hat. he .who cannot live with honour:
fhould fink with fhame. The accidental

. funfhine of fortune is often found to be an
ignis fatuus that leads the bewildered imagi-
hation through pleafant woods and flowery
meads, that it may not be confcious of de~

~ftruion,

-
~ ”
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" ftrudion, until it be plunged into the eter-
nal abyfs—the abyfs that humbles pride, the
retreat that ftrengthens fuﬁ'ermg ‘
A flave, from his fituation commands pro-
teGtion; and before he can fink his méﬁgr
muft fall ; nay, he is by law. confidered as a
fixturs, as a vegetable upon. the foil, which
the hand of power. cannot cradica.te, and
which muft either ﬁonrlﬂl, or Wlthei‘ ypen
the fpot. The ncceﬁitous labourer in Eng-
land meets with np compaffion for mablhty,
po indulgence from 3age, no: fsclmg from
defpair: he muft pay, or flarvey and if he
die infolvent his friends ar¢ not. aﬂ'urcd ;hat
he will find a chnﬁlan bunal. I
The pride of freedorp may here leam g
leflon from the flave. 1 know.not any fitua-
tion that ought to degrade human feclmg.
I will not acknowledge -any religion ‘that
will fpurn at patural goodnefs~ nor will §
give more crcdlt upon the-{core of mcntal
retitude to the proud in fqunce, tban thq
humble in ignorance. As I with to vindis
cate humanity, I will defend thre I can,
and ~applaud where I qught, thofe unhappy
¢reatures, who- labouring m_xder opprc,ﬁi_(m
: G are
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are entntled to mércy, “and 1s mﬁrumenté
Sf wealth: deferve our gratitude. -

The fellow feeling " of negroes is either
certainly,’ ot apparent]y ﬂ:rong They will
attend in ficknefs with patience, will watch
the progrefs of difeafe with concern, and feel
a real, and exprefs an honeft grief at an un-
expected diflolution: they will fympathife
with forrow, and pay refpe&ful honour to
the dead. - - ,

<" Where s the min in ten thoufand who
¢an fay, that he can lay himfelf down to réft
with a healthy“body, and unruffied mind ;
ot' awake “without ‘the dread of fome anti-
cipated, and over”hanging affliGtion ? Thefe
orhforts ate léft to thofe whom humamty
pities, and ‘whofe fituation religion "con-
demns. ‘As negroes'are not acquainted with
the’ horrors of anticipation,’ they are rehcved
from one of the greateft curfes- that human
nature can experience : if punifhment come,
ft is fudden at ‘leaft, and unexpe&ed “and
the 1mpreﬁion of forrow ‘wedrs away with
that of the Iafh. * In all countries neglet and
crimes are followed by punithment : and in
Europearr governments, (fo fanguine is their
- ‘’ local
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local policy,)a white man would be hanged
for thofe offences, which negroes perpetrate
every day without a chaftifement, or fuch
perhaps as is only inflited for the moft
petty crimes. I do not mean to Jufkify the
pra&ice, but afcertain the fact.
1 fhall now_ fugge& my, ideas refpe&mg
the means that I think may be feafibly adop-
ted, for the perfonal protetion of negtoes
from mfult and for the alleviation of thexr
genelal fuﬁ‘ermgs, the plans that may with
time and perfeverance be reduced to practice,
to prevent the mﬂ,l&lop of wanton and cruel
punifhment, and that may tend to the eafe
and comfort at leaft, if not contcntmenl: of
thexr future ﬁtuatlons I muft beg leave to
obierve, that a life of . 1dlenefs, and general
independency will -entirely defeat ‘the in~
tended purpofe. That people “of all condx-
tions fhould be employed can hardly, be
denied. The occupatlons of.. men in generar
(excepting perhaps 1 in fome_ arbntrary in.
ftances) are chofen, or left for others more
congenial to their ﬁrength and dxfpoﬁtxon H
.and the fuccefs of their labour in a gregt- '
meafure depends upon, or is cOrreTpondent

G2 - T e,
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o, thcxr conftitutional fpmts, or boddy ex-
ertions : in thofe of a megro, his mind is
vacant ; 4nd if he be healthy and vigorous,

“his labour is rather an employment than
a toil. ¥ ‘think however, where he has
any predilection for 2 trade, or other ufeful
employment, that it is befter policy to in-
dulge than seftrain his inclination. There
are.but few men I fhould fuppofe, ‘who
could be fo very weak as to believe, that the
climate in which he is born, in which
brought up, and to which from nature,” and
ufe habztuated car be at all repugnant to
his'ftate and feelings. FHis condition fs im-~.
prefled. wpon his birth, it accompanies him
Ihrough the different ftages of life, and only
ends when' lec thall be no'more. He could
as footy, exc“hange his fkin as alter his  fitu~
ation,. he s accuflomed” to” what he feels,
and the’ Ieaft novatien, be it everr an in-
Yrodution. 'to freedom, would net compen-~
Tate his ,removal from his nat*we foil'; his
depcndance upon future  events, " and the
‘aﬁdlcatlon of geueral prote&'xon, and’ certain
'fo’o&. .Negroes are ‘very fenfibly ; attached to
gropertles 5 they’ rév;rencc a2 -mafter “Whor

claims
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chims from inheritance; and frequently des .
fpond when (removed to other hands) they
become the chattels of unwilling poffeflion.
In Ruffia and Poland a vaffal is purchafed
with the foil; and akthough this traffic be
ficenfed in Europe, and over a tra& of land,
compared to which our weftern iflands
would be adot; yet the prattice is hardly
mentioned in a light to affedt, or Zintereﬁ-
humanity. -

If negroes be not kept in conftant motion,
they cannot otherwife fill wp an hour of
wacation, or the periods of indulgence by
@ny mechanical, or induftrious avocation of
prefent or future avail te themfelves and
families; - on the contrary, whether it be
from a conftitutional lethargy, or from a
vacurty of ideas, they -no fooner ceafe to
move, than they ceafe to think ; and four out
of five would remain in a continual torpor s
‘enlefs they were roufed by the provocatives
‘of thirft or hunger Notw1thﬁanﬂmg -this
'dtfpoﬁhon of matural" mdolence, théir work
: fhould ‘be regulat, and never ferained; and
-1 am’ convinced “that it will be better done,
"'althbugh iperhaps not qmte fo foon, ‘if they
- were



€54 )

wére not apprehenfive of impending pua
nithment. - E
 As fo great a portion of labour is loft
during the rainy feafons, it is a difgrace to
the forefight, and refources of the country,
that fome domeftic manufattures are not
§ntroduced, in which the negroes might. be
employed in thefe -intervals .of idlenefs,
as. . well for their own comfort ‘and emolu-
ment as the benefit of their mafter; and
the refources which I could recapitulate would
be without end: but then the policy of
Europe, (whether fubftantial or erroneous)
throws a damp at once upon this fuggeftion,
and makes that nugatory which might
be efficient. Great Britain (with humility
be it fpoken) feems iguorant, in fome re-
fpetts of the real value of its weftern pof-
feflions: I do not mean to oppofe it to the
multitudious refources, and wealth of the
Eaft: but if commerce be meant to be efta-
blithed in our diftant fettlements, upon a
humane .and_fettled bafis ;; why. juftify that
rigout,. that oppreflfion in Afia, which. in
America is {0 geperally condemned? We
execrate_the Spanifh natign, and the name
oo ' of
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of Cortez : what better title have we, in the
fafety of navigation, and the fubrmﬁ' ion of
unprotetted innocence, to our eaftern poffef=
fions, than what they gained by fire and fword
upon the miferies of Mexico? If Cromwell

_took Jamaica, and a confequent policy either

deftroyed or exterrninated. the wretched -in-
habitants which the Spanards left; is this
an excufe for power; a vindication of 1'1.]u{’c1cel
If Great Bntam be ferioufly bent upon hu-
manity, let it enlarge the fcale of benévo-
lence, and take in, fo far as her influence
thall extend all colours, and’ all condmons
of men ; ‘and reforth at homc before it ven«
ture to make romantic trials of compaﬁion
abroad! Let it look into itfelf, into its own
internal fyftem! Let it look into the fitu-
ation of the peafantry; let it look into the
ftate of the parochial, and canvafs that of the
extra-parochial poor ; let it look into prifons
where people for misfortunes only, or the
treachery and villainy of men, are confined for

dife. In the prefent appeal ‘to humanity,

let its advocates only reflet how many
wretches are dally fent to bridewell and other
houfes of correéion, by the unfeeling man-

. ). datc
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date of a defpotic  juttice of the peace, where
they unremittingly labour both fummer and
winter, under the momentary apprchenﬁon§
of corporal punifhment, and as they have
not -(at leaft many of them) been ufed to
toil, the hardfhip is proportionably fevere;
and this they frequently endure for want of
the comforts at leaft, if not the common
neceflaries of life, which the humanity of
England fhould have provided, and the want
of which the law redrefled, Whe can beq
bold the numbers of unfortunate creatures,
who nightly fhiver in the ftreots, without
proteétion; thhout: raiment,. without food

and: not concludc, that there is cxthf:r an
error in feehng, or a weaknefs in the execus
tion of our laws; and I am apt to believe,
that there are many, who daily perith, un-
der hedges; or in paths, for want of that
common f{uftenance, which nature provides
for all ; for mifery, however delinquent the
{ufferer may be, is, in itfelf, entitled to coms
paflions and real want, hawever occafioned,
has.a right tofood, Let the legiflature look if
there " be not flaves of their own religion,

and colowr 1n England ; if there be not
: chcrs,'
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atheré who become willing ones by a fale of:
their indentures to thofe very people whom
the European attacks with fo much rancour
on the fcore bf humanity abroad. Although
a creole myfelf, I thall hope to be excufed if
I vindicate the feelings of my country. Let
not a planter be hlamed for the aét of his
agent, nor that agent be cenfured for that bar-
"barity which abfent be could not remedy,
but which prefent he would fcorn to juftify.
I do not deny but there are many wanton
afts of barbarity committed upan the perfons
of the dependent flaves, 1 likewifeconfefs that
they go unpunithed (a refletion upon the
weaknefs of our laws) when the perpetrator
thould be followed with ignominy, if not
with death, The abufes in the. colonies are
certainly great; and if a more tender fyftem
of management were to be introduced, which
certainly might for the comfort of the {lave,
and the advantage of the planter; it would
be a precedent in the annals of England, that
would be held forth as an example of virtus
ous emulation to fucceeding ages: but let not
humanity be too fanguine, be too hafty in its
ﬁrﬁ attempt! . Deliberation is the parent of:

. f{uccefs;
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fuccefs; and to be fure of worldly profit we
thould canvas the poffibility of human means.
. The fubje& of the. flave trade involves a
- great variety of internal and extraneous mat--
ter, and to follow the ideas of the pending -
bill, the fubje&, I conceive, thould be taken
up in'England, as far as relates to the fafety
of veffels, and.the prefervation of thofe lives
which are to be adventured in this dangerous
and deftru&tive voyage. A government ac-
quires more wealth by the falvation of lives,
‘than by an encreafe of the' revenues; but if
the one can be brought to affift with pru-
dence the encreafe of the other, it is produc~
tive of a double good. If eight or ten thoufand
feamen be annually employed in this traffic,
and one fourth of them do not return to their
native country, (which, if their frequent de-
fertion from the thip, and the life of idlenefs-
and inebriety they confequently lead in the
Iflands be confidered, is a moderate calcula-
tion) the lofs to the community in the courfe’
of twenty years could hardly be recompenfed
by the moft extenfive impofts: if, on the
contrary, no greater portion of lives be loft
in one year than Captain Cook experienced,
, s there
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there .will of ‘courfe be fo many feamen
maiutained at a..private expence, who when
neceffity requires may be called into.the public
fervice. . ‘That in different countries different
manners obtain, I am well aware; but,lq
refpeét to the Weft Indies fome referve fhould
certainly take place. The fudden tranfiton
of drink from beer to rum has been fatal, and
will always be fo, if not ufed with the greatelt
moderation, to:an European. As porter is
cheap, I would make it a fubftitution. It is
trae, that the latter will go farther in fpisit,
but the firft in ftrength : and if it be hew, itis
4 kind of poifon: The Creole who ‘drinks his
dram, very foon' becomes a x'nartyx" to the
grave. - ‘ g :
T'now come to the leading pnncaplc of thc
pending bill, to that principle which is meant
“to introduce a levelling precept, to make no
difcrimination between colour and climate; to
give' to flavery the rights of freedom," to £x-
punge oppreffion from the general creed, and
to eftablith humanity upon a genersl fcale,
. throughout our Weftern Ifles. ‘That the planof
unconditional emancipation would anfwer the
expe&ed purpofe, ‘I have, nat only'my doubts,
H 2 ' but
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but my objedtions. ‘The condition of negroes
in their own country, whether hereditary, or
accidental, muft be firft. confidered, their cufs
toms deferibed, their maxims explained, and
polity ‘known. . If we be afcertained: how, as’
natives they live, we may be brought to con»
ceive whit, as emigrarts, théy endure. That -
they. lead-a life of warfare, . fatigue, and
blood, we. are inftru&ted by hiftory. to be-
Yeve ; that the prifonersawho are taken in bat-
tley if mot. fold, would. be treated: with a
oruelty, at which humanity would.thudder,
or-would fuffer the forfeit of an ignomitious,
or’ pairful death ; the zealots: of ‘miftaken
coinpaffion will hardly deny.: If therefore we
can refcue them from a flavery that wauld be
intolerable, to a life which we know by :ex-
perience -they can endure, or. protet them
from' that death which would be eertain, to
place them in a fituation that might be ren-
dered comfortable at leaft, if not happy, there
¢onfequently-would be.much. gained upen the
{core of humanity : ‘but to pufl: the idea fur-
ther, and to make that: problematical, which
we know to be feafible, would introduce con-
fufion, ‘and-mar at once,. and for ever defeat
D ' thofe
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thafe ideas of chriftian charity, which it 15 the
prefent obje& of the petitions to introducé.
‘There is no -doubt that many of thofe un~
happy creatures are deluded, or forced from
their native country; ‘and to fuppofe them
incapable ‘of feeling regret, or refentment ‘at
their cruel - feparation from the fpot which
gave them ‘being, wives, children, relatives,
and friends, .is not only weak, but:impious,
and an arraignment of that equal and oniver-
fal benevolence; and that fteady and impartial
juftice, fo obfervable in all the works.of .our

~ Creator. Whether. they are, or are not,. en-

dued with equal underftanding, is & fubjed
that does not apply to the prefent cafe; if
their faculties be more weak, they may be
direngthened by fcierice; if their difpofitions

-more favage, they may be foftened by ex-

amples of humanity ; if ignorant of the focial
and moral obligations of life, they may be
taught the firft, by indulgence, and by re-
ligion, ‘the laft. Itis true that African ne-
groes do not feem poffefled of fo much fpirit
and alacrity as the creoles are; may not this be
owing to their want of that confidence ‘which

a native {oil gives the Iaft, and an ignorance

of
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of their cuftoms, manners, and tongué? The
degradation of their condition muft very much
deprefs the exertions of the mind; for being

without the gratifications of their withes, but - °

fubject to their fears, it is not to be wondered
at if with the principle, they lofe the appear~
ance of action. Thofe who are inhumanly
forced from feal :attachments in their na-
tive colintry, are much to'be pitied, and the
feducers deferve to feel the utmoft weight of
‘theirrefentment : Thofe who are fold toavoida
cruel flavery, or a painful, and lingering death
~ at home, may confider, for what we know,
their altered condition as their deliverances
"and this I am' apt'to-believe they frequently
do, from that general patience and refignation,
-and feeming chearfulnefs which is obferved to
prevail amongft them all when purchafed., -
That they leave a bad climate for one
-that is better, for one in which their natural
-wants may be as eafily provided, and with-
-out that rifk and labour which muft attend
-a life of conftant warfare, can hardly be de-
nied. If they have wives, children, and -
conne&ions upon the property, thofe at-
tachments are encouraged and preferved from
“intereft, that primum mobile of the ations of
men:
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men : they are not {ubjeét to the chance of
war, nor does the breaft of the mother
beat with conftant trepidation for the danger
of a hufband or the lofs of a child; nor is
the fubjet to the mortification of feeing
them fnatched from her bofom to undergo
eternal banithment, or fuffer the anticipation
of death. The comforts of certainty in a
domeftic life at leaft the may gain by an al-
teration of her ftate, and confole herfelf with
feeing the fame protection extended to thofe
the loves which fhe enjoys, and that the
chances in her favour are, that they will
not ever be disjoined. I firmly believe that
there is not a. defcription of people in the
world, lefs occupied by uneafy fenfations,
who are more difpofed to be, and who
really are, more happy than.the generality
of negroes after the toil of the dayis over,
when affembled in their huts, converfing
over their fires, and anticipating the plea~
fures of the approaching meal, (which ge~
nerally confifts: of pottage, highly feafoned,
and is fuch as may be confidered a luxury
in any climate) and of thefe the generality
of them partake, to their utmoft with, at
' leaft
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Yeaft twice a day. I do not think them a
greedy people, they have no appearance of
hafte in eating, will chearfully let others
- enjoy their mefs, and are fond of extending,
particularly at night, the hours of refec-
tion. The women in general drink nothing
but water, or fugar and water as a treat—
the. men will almoft all indifcriminately
fwallow drams when they can get them,
and even indulge in fpirit to intoxication;
but yet it is not often that riots enfue, -and
if they do happen, they are eafily quelled;
They feem fenfible, if it be fudden, of a
fmall indulgence, and I think they do not
abufe great ones if caution be ufed ‘in the
time of conceflion. I have known a little
grog, fugar and water, an unexpefted her-
ring, or a piece of falt fith give them fpirits
for the remainder of the day, and an after-
noon allowed almoft tranfport them. They
are particularly fond of tobacco, and as 1
chears them in their labour, and is not at-
tended with bad confequences, a prefent of
a fittle every now and then when they de-
ferve it, would be but a trifling expence ta
an eftate. ‘They ought not to be refufed the
- participation
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participation of harmlefs recreationss why
not make them as contented as their fituas
tions will allow? A good-natured man not
only gains by their eénjoyment, but adds fes
licity to his own ‘mind: where the maffet
is determined to be ealy, it is not likely that
his negroes will be wretchéd. They fhould

~ rejoice at each others happmcfs, and {ympa<

thife with -eéach others mlfery the Arf¥
fhould teach the laft to confider themfelves
as men. A good flave will be attached - to' @

good -mafter frotn principle; ant where hd
has been entrufted with the prefervation of
his life, he has never, as far as I' have bec'rt

~ able to learn, been found a‘traitor. " A's con+

fidence begets fervice, fo fhiould ferviee be
attended with gratitude. -Make a negro eftiv
amable in his own eyes, and he will be faith+
fil and juft in yours. ‘
-A proper diftinction is not rhade betweéen

‘the captain of a fhip who purchafes flaves

in Africa, and the Guinea mer¢hant whé
takes up a cargo in the Weft Indies. The

firft thay inveigle,- the laft can only fell : the

one: carries, the -other chfpofes aftet’ the
bargain i3 ftruck the eaptain is‘ relieved of
S 1 ~ his
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his fears ; and it is the intereft of the mera.
chant to preferve his purchafe in health, and
to bring it, if in condition, to an early fale.
His engagement is foon compleated; and
no tax of inhumanity can lie at his door.
" If he deceive the purchafer he thould be cal-
led to an account; if the. planter deceive
‘him he muft abide by the confequence. The
man who trufte has a right to fay I will be
paid. ‘That advantage fhould not be taken
by the rich, nor infult be the language of
the poor, is a datum which ought to be re-
ceived—that misfortune may claim the in-
vdulgcnc;c of the firft, and that petulance is
not an apology for thelaft, may be deter-
mined by thofe who feel, and thofe whofe -
tempers may refent. Service is reciprocal—
the man who {fells, and he who. purchafes
fthould hold an equal guard. In bufinefs
there fhould not be liberal; but fpecific con=
fidence; in the exchange of papers all con-
pe&ions in life thould ibe forgotten, and all
friendfhips {unk; fathers and children thould
be fufpicious, and fhould exa& from one
another the. fame bonds  of performance as,
if thcy were. perfeQt. fizangers. This pre-
, N caution
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* caution is relanchdly ; it is more melancholy

that it thould be deemed expedient.

Let us now fuppofe, for the fake of argu-
ment, and adverting to the adopted idea of
humanity, that a total fuppreflion of the
flave trade, in confequence of the petitions
thall enfue. What will the negroes gain ?
What fhall we not lofe? A reftrition of our
own trade will not be a reftri®ion of that of
other nations ; if we forego the commerce
of Africa, will the French, the Spanifh, the
Dutch, the Danes take up, and purfue our
notions of benevolence? Would they be

‘lefs rigorous, lefs cruel mafters than the

Englith? 'Where their management is bet-
ter, their laws more favorable to- the com-

fort, and prefervation of the flave, why not,

adopt them? Why not form a code of in-
ftitutes fortheir proteftion ? Before this can
anfwer, and be attended with full, or even
partial fuccefs, you muft new model the
manners, the tempers of the people, by
whom they are governed;* a fyftem muft

12 be

* But as this innovation cannot be introduced under any
authority, and the abufe of power reftrained, or punifhed by

any
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be introduced to reftrain their power, - to bend

them to the obedience of juftice, to make

them f{enfible that negroes are men, that

~ their lives, their property is facred ; and that

the leaft ipfringement of either, unlefs au-
thorifed by legal cenfure, or cafes of neceflity,
will be as feverely punithed as the fame
offences would be in other countries :. and
that negroes might the better receive the

any legal procefs in our colonies, this reformation muft be left
" for time to introduce, or the gradual cultivation of manners
more profitable to the mafter and indulgent to the flave, to
mapure; and it is furely 3 matter of confequence to the

owner of a plantation, to fele¢t a-man for the impor-

tance of the truft, whofe chara&er at leaft may be a check
upon his paffions, and prompt him to confult the ingereft of his
cmployer, in the prefervation and farety of his flave; and
I would here recommend it to the Attornies,* and to all thofe
who, in the abfence of the proprietor, have the command of
thefe dependent creatures, to fuperintend, as often as potEble,
their laboyr and their wants, that they may, by thefe means,
ingratiate themfelves into their confidence, and encourage
them to believe that they will be proteted by their power,
and relieved by their humanity ; 'and this furely muft be 3
defirable end to be obtaingd by thefe, to whom fo many muft
look up for comfort and fupporte

© % An Attorney is a man who has. a delegated power to a&
for principals in England ; butis eﬂ'enually different in pra&xce
from an Attorney at law.

—
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full beneﬁt of an impartial legiflation,. let
them be unjverfally baptized, that they may,
* become our equals at leaft in chriftianity. Let
them be inftructed, fo far as they thall be ca~
pable of inftru&ion, in the moral and obedient
duties of life; let them not be too much
humbled by a fenfe of their condition, but
be taught to love their mafters as protetors,
and not to fear them as their tyrants. The
overfeers fhould be taught to keep up their
authority, not by punithment, but by exam~
ple; the negroes might then be better go-
verned by fhame, than the lath. ~The
inferior fervants upon a plantation, and the
drivers fhould not be allowed the power of
caftigation. Iam aware that thefe maxims
will be thought romantic, adverting to the
long accuftomed mode of general manage-
ment, to the habits under which the white
people in the Weft Indies have been edu-
cated, and to the feelings and difpofitions of
the negroes as they now are, thefe maxims, if
ferioufly adopted, would be not only romans
tic, but abfurd. Who would think of fow-
ing land, before it was properly prepared
far the rcceptlon of feed ? To force natura,
ta
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. t¢' new mould at once the cuftoms of life,
would be more than an Herculean labour,‘

it would be but little fhort of impoffibility.'
Innovations are always dangerous; reforms’
(particularly in a plan of fuch extenfive

“magnitude as the prefent) thould be well
matured before a fingle ftep is made towards,

their introduction. It fhould be confidered

whether the negroes will gain-in happinefs,‘

or we a gratification to our feelings, by a’
hafty and mdlfcnmmate change The man’
who gives a flave uncondltxonal liberty, be-
flows upon him a curfe; he is thrown at
once into the world; unprote@ed, unprovided,

and muft ultimately ftarve, or gain his bread

by thofe means, which have brought many
unhappy wretches of this defcription to the
gallows. If a portion of land, or a houfe
upon the property be given to him, the
other negroes will not always let him Work
‘the firft, nor the overfeer inhabit  the laft ;

as a flave emancipated is at all times a trouble-

fome, often times a dangerous vifitor upon -

a plantation. If an annual ftipend be al-
lowed him, he will confume it in riot and
debauchery 5 and not being accountable to

any
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any one for the regularity of his life, he
will think that he has a right to follow his
inclinations without controul, not confider-
ing that his condu& may brmg down private.
revenge, or public juftice. .
I thould think that no refle&ive man can

‘ Juﬁlfy the idea of indifcriminate liberation.

The confequence of the execution would be
lmPO]ltIC, and cruel; would entrench upon
pubhc, and be deftru@ive of private fecunty:
It is not fo much in the Weft Indies as in
Englaud that the evil will be felt, and the
lofs opprefs. A planter who lives -in. the
quiet poﬂ‘eﬁion of his property, may make
it anfwer, if not his withes, at leaﬁ his
wants : if it give him the ‘means of comfor—-
table fubﬁﬁencc, and he can make that fub-.
fiftence certain, it may not be his inter-
eft, in the line of worldly enjoyments, to
facrifice his comforts to the fecurity of him

“who trufts; but this being a felfith principle,

is errqneous; for the creditor will afcertain’
his rights; and if he enforce them with -
feeling, with honour, and juftice, fome gra-
titude fhould attend his forbearance, and
every nerve ‘exerted to fecure him from rifk,
and

i
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and lofs: but if he be rapacious, whert his
fecurity fhould make him liberal ; and inhu-
mnan, where he'has occafioned diftrefs ; if he
promiife ‘withr a view to deceive, and infinu~
. ates that he may fecurely betray : I know not
any’ difappointment, any lofs, any ruin that
fhould not be the attendant of his crimes.

" That the mafter profits by the labour, the
fkill, the independency of his flave, cannot
I think, be well denied ; for him he plants,
for him he cleans, for him improves; and
the more he is encouraged toinduftry, the
better cloathed, the better fed, the more able
will he be to labour; and if his work be'
dpportioned to his ftrength,  he may continue
~his exertions beyond the common penod :
but if negroes be over-wrought, and no in-
dulgence given to their weaknefs, they foon
wear away in body and mind, and abfoluely’
bear the fymptoms of age, when in point of
years they are only in their prime. A pro- ’
per allowance is feldom made for a dimi-
- nution of ftrength ; for if an eftate were ufed
with two hundred flaves to make the fame
" number of hogtheads; if ten or twenty of

the moﬂ: able were to die, the mafter would’
' expe&

(4
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expe&, and the overfeer puth to keep up
the fame quantity of produce. If the fame -
work be expeted to- be done with a reduc-
tion of hands, the remainder muft gradully
fail in ftrength, until at laft they fhall be
brought down fo low, that the crops will
fall at once, new negroes, to a confiderable -
amount muft be purchafed; they muft be
feafoned, they muft be fettled ; and let them-
turn out ever {o well, it muft require many
years of fteady, and fuccefsful management
to bring up the: property to its former
produce. )

No man, who is acquainted with the
Weft Indies, can {uppofe it poffible that the
average upon eftates in the iflands, can pre-
ferve a given number of negroes, without
the aid of foreign purchafe.* Some planta--
tions bury more than others ; and it is natural

* If properties in the Weft Indies were only to be cone
fidered as nurferies for the prefervation of the human fpecies,
and the occupations of the negroes were to be conformsble to
this intention; there is little doubt but the capital of flaves
might be augmented upon every plantation; but it does not
follow, that a life of idlenefs, is a ljfe of “policy, or that the
negroes would be more happy (tLey certainly would be-
lefs ufeful) under indolen ce than toil.

K ta
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te {uppofe, that where the labour is difpro~
pertlonaEe, therewill be the greateft mortality.

Under the prefent fyftem of general manage-

ment, I am apt to:believe tlrat, if the mtro-
duétion of Afirican flaves were inhibitedy
in twenty - years one .third of the number
would be diminifhed; in thirty, more than
one half; and in fifty, the whole face very
nearly extinc.: ‘As lumanity fthould rather
' with to relieve than opprefslabour, and fave,
than . be the means of extinguithing life; a

racruit from other countrjes, (if treated: with-
proper tendernefs,} would rather be a.fubject.

of benevolence, than the traffic of oppreflion.
. If planters would be contented to -maeke
only half the quantity of produce, they in

a’ common year, now.do, their capital -of-
megross would be: better proferved, and wpen

fome properties, upon pens -in - particular,
(upon which fugar 1s not made) the number
thay be eertainly kept up, if not encreafed :
but then the fitvation muft be healthy, and
provifions abundant. The principal occa-
fion of a planter’s diftrefs, is the improvident
purchafe of flaves; thercfore he, who by a
ftcady attention, proper indulgence, and ten-

' derpels,
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dernefs, in ficknefs, 'czn preferve his' capiia;l
unbroken, will at. the end of twenty years be
more rich than he who makes a larger propor-
tion of produce, but isfrequently obliged, by
a- ‘want of thefe eflentials, to have recourfe to
foreign purchafe. 1 am aware ‘that fome
may infinuate this idea, will ‘not the dif-
ference between one hundred and fifty hogf -
heads and oné hundred, furnith {ufficient
means to keep up a full complement ? 'a ful
complement of negroes it certainly  may,
but will thofe purchafed be fo valpable, be
fo good, or durable, as thofe who-were fors
merly able, but who have now failed through
" excefs of labour? - A creole well eftablithed -
in family, houfe, and ‘ground,-is in- my
opinion, (which opinion: I found -upon my
own perfonal experience) worth- more-thap
any three importéd from the- coaft. -If it
be thought poflible, that. the colonies can
fupply themfelves without any foreign affif-
tance ; a fufpenfion of this trade, for a few
years, might with certainty determine, . But
{uppofe that the Englith fhould-forego this
commerce, would not other nations {inuggle
them inta the country, and ;QZ,illegali;y
| K 2 {uperadd
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fuperadd extortion, to the ruin of him who

fhall be tempted to buy ? will it not deprive
us of this valuable trade without adding
to humanity, and make the labour of thofe,
who are now upon the plantations more
heavy, and at laft fink them down to languor
and defpair? would not a hafty liberation

break down the bourds of juftice, and -

obedience, introduce anarchy, confufion,
licentioufnefs and death? As no fubordi-
nation could be preferved in fuch a ftate, the
negroes might unbridle revenge, and make
an indifcriminate flaughter of the Europeans,

and offer men, women, and children as the

- firft vitims of liberty : they would next
proceed, in the pride of irrefiftance, to the
deftrution of the buildings, crops, and pro-
vifions; live in a ftate of conftant hoftility,
deftroy one another, and perith themfelves
at laft, by famine, or difeafe; ‘or would be
fwept away by other nations, who would
~enrich themfelves with our capitals, rife on

the ruin of our trade, take advantage of our -

lofs ; and grow infolent, opprefs, or perhaps
conquer us with our own wealth. Nay this
is not all; new taxes muft be raifed to

- fupply

e — e e it
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fupply the deficiencies of our revenues, and
millions upon millions added to the public
weight, under the preffure of which fo many
individuals are already to fink; and a fur-
creafe of which, perhaps many of thofe,
whofe zeal is foremoft in the caufe of huma-
nity, may think it impoffible to bear.- -
~ ‘The numbers of men, who .through  in-
temperance, neglet, and other caufes, have -
been loft in this commerce fhould be duly
confidered ; and if the community fuffer
more by endemial calamity, than it can gain
by foreign refource, the folly of adventure
is apparent: but if trade can be extended
with a prefervation of fouls, and a provifion
of feamen, it muft greatly favour our infular

means, and every veflel would be confidered
~ as the head of a common-wealth, that raifes
annually {fo many patriots to the ftate, I
will not dwell upon the numbers, that may
be annually loft upon the Eaftern or Weftern
adventures, but only fubmit, whether they -
would not have been more ufeful members
if they had fettled at home, and cultivated
-tralts of land, that before were barren, had
given population to deferts, induftry to idle-
: nefs,
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nefs, health to languor, and vigour to want.
Whether one man at home, be not worth
more than thrée abroad; and whether the
time that is loft in-one month, often might
not "have been filled up by employments,
that would have fubfifted four times the
number.of individuals, is likewife a queftion
to be atked. The Eaft, the Weft Indies,
and Africa have been the grave of Euroe
peans. The marrow of England has been
melted down in the unhealthy regions of the
torrid zone: fome may have efcaped the
partial diffolution, but the propartion is-fo
very f{mall, that thefe emigrations may be
confidered as the general forerunners of. de-
ftruction. If an eftimate” were to be made
of all the lives that have been loft by navi-
gation in the courfe of ten years, the amount
would be {o enormous, that people would
turn from the account with horror; and
in the fpirit of humanity, or anticipation of
‘future lofs, be inclined to facrifice intereft
to fupport our population. -If the profits of
trade be oppofed by its loffes, the adven-
‘turers would perhaps find that the innume-
rable ‘cargoes that have been fwallowed up

by
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by the fea, would ftartle the ignorant,- and
furprize the caleulator. One misfortiine;
. like that of the Halfewell (and that there
" dre numbers' with equal - concomitants . of
Hotror can hurdly be doubted) will add more
pangs -to feelmg, than the fafety of many
voyages will give happinefs to wealth. -~ *

- We will now fuppofe, that it fhall be
thought more " political to pufh our diftant
pofieflions, than to ftrengthen our domeflic
means; but how can this be effe@ed,  if
out powers are not equal to our-cbjeéts,
and the affiftance of foreign purchafe be dif-
couraged, or forbidden ? If we could form
abody of laws, by a ftriét adherence to which
the negroes who fliall be removed from
3 worfe flavery than they will experience in
our colonies,” or from that deith, which
in Africa would be probable, if not certding,
te our iflands, where they would not hdve
that. death to fear, the more will it étilla':rge?
the fcale of benevolence ; and found a {yftem
befides of policicy upen that of humanity.*

* T am aware ;}:at this idea has too often occured, but aa
I wifh, for the fake of humanity, that it fhould be, particularly
ettforced, Ihope the interttion may be an excufe fof the re-

Retition,
oOf
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Of our Eaftern refources. I am- an utter

ftranger; of thofe of Jamaica I can fpeak with
confidence. Though fugar and rum be the

ftaples of the country, yet the cane is not.
fuccefsfully cultivated in everv foil, and

as it is the moft expenfive, fo is it the moft
uncertain production of the climate. The:
accidents to which it is fubje& from a vio-
Tence of feafons, a contention of the elements,
accidents of fire, the trefpafs of cattle, and
inprudence of management, are fuch, one
would think, as would difcourage the planter.
from its future culture; and yet for this

plant ‘the land is forced, is often i impover-
ithed, and at laft made defert. '

Although not one tenth part of this valu-
able and beautiful ifland be under a ftate.

of cultivation ; yet is there not a fingle ’fp,ot
that is not, or may not be, applied to fome
ufe. Where canes do not thrive, the gui-
nea, (an artificial grafs) will grow, and even
among rocks, where a particle of mould is.
hardly feen; nay fuch fituations will like-
wife produce cotton, ginger, pimento, and
wood of the moft valuable dyes; or the moft

durable for building. Rice will flourith in.
- the
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the {wamps, ‘indigo in drier land, corn, if
the '{pot- be. manured, upon every. foil, and
every where, if it be new ; provifiens in the
moft lofty mountains, and natural herbage
where thefe fhall fail; Thefe various re-
- fources might, if properly direGted, and
prudently- extended, very confiderably aug-
ment the public revenues, and thereby help
to eafe thofe taxes, which at prefent prefs
fo heavily upon all ranks and conditions
of men. If-1 have propofed an hypothefis
which I have not knowledge to maintain, I
~fhall hope. the. intention may juflify the
fault, and ‘that I may not be centured for
withing well, "although I haVe not talcnts to
render fervice, - -
~-In the courfe of thefe rcrnarks T ‘have
dropt a hint refpeting’ baptifm ; and I fhall
Row give my reafons why, I think it may
" not only be produtive of a change of meral
fentiment ‘in ‘the unenlightened flaves, but
teid to the decency of their lives, the health
of their bodies, and the comfort of -their
minds ; and fhall afterwards give my opinion
how their fituations may, with an encreafing
degree of advantage to the. mafter, be much
unproved.
L It
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: It is notorious that more flaves are ruined
in principle and health, at thofe dances
which are allowed at the burials of their
dead, than by any other intercourfe or
occupation whatever. At the funeral of 2
chriftian flave, none of thefe fcenes of tumult
and intemperance would be allowed; the
fervice would be read with decency over the
grave (and to enhance the refpet and folem-
nity) the white people upon the plantation
fhould attend, to enforce example, and to-fea
that the attendants retire in peace and order
to their refpetive houfes. This cuftom, by a
mild and decent introdution of the forms of
our religion, might foon bécome, not anly
univerfal, but be the pledge of future fecuritys
but with this introduction, the doérine of
Chriftian kindnefs and forgivenefs thould be
reduced to practice; the cloud of darkmefs
that now covers the minds of the negrees
fhould be gently removed, that their under-
ftandings might be prepared to receive the
new inftruction, that they might feel com~
fort trom. obedience, and prote&ion from,
power. - As the flaves in the French iflands,

coming from the fame coaft, with the famé

gmoraucc, the farnc preJudxces, and.the fame.
fears,
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fears, are univerfally baptized,* and treated
as Chriftians ; are inftru@ed in, and obtain a
decent knowledge of religions obfervances,
are confequently more obedient, more quiet,
aorte attached, and more happy, than ours
why fhould not the fame pratice upon the
fame colonr be intreduced, encouraged, and
Jupported in our iflands? Many indulgen-
-ees, many recreations may be fafely allowed
them; but their amufements fhould be
made to receive a new turn ; they might be
more frequent, but not fo long protradted,
and fthould terminate at fuch an hour, that
they might have full time for their domeftic
occupations and reft, and_be able, without
fatigue, or regret, to renew their daily toil,
If-every Saturday were indifcriminately given
to them, either to work .in their grounds,
or look for provifions, that Sunday might
be a day of reft and inftrution ; 1 am :apt tb
believe that the planter would  ultimatély,
with more certainty preferye his capital, . and

. This obfetnuon I cannot fupport from perfonal cxpencnce,
not ‘hdviog been in any of the French iflands, nor perufed
their Code’ Naive ; -but the -pradiife . of bﬁpﬁfm, I lme been
told, is general in-chieir: eobmes

Lz ':bs
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be afeertained of mote pun&uﬂ and efﬁcxenrt
work.

The moft delicate part’ of the - fub_]eé’t 13
now to canvas; I fhould fhrink at the idea
of a juftification of flavery 5 did I not, even
in that flavery, behold comforts, of which
liberty is frequently deprived.® A flave has
no feeling beyond the prefent:hour, no anti
cipation of what may come, no‘ dejetion 4t
what may enfue: thefe privileges of feeling
are referved for the enlightened, whofe fears
may dread misfortunes -that cannot arrive,
and defpife diftrefs which they know muf
come. As the fufferings of the, mind are
infinitely more acute than bodily fenfations ;
in the reverfe proportion, is the flave more
happy in ignorance, than' thofe of an oppo-
ﬁte colour are in {ciénce.s

" That negroes .are “capable of bodlry in-
ﬂuence and mental cultivation, who. can be
fo.impious as to deny?  ‘The funi that fhincs
on. all, enlightens them: and if genius be
the confequence of heat, and the beams that
fertilize the earth, irradiate ‘the ‘mind; the
Afncan in gcmahty of climate, . and warmth
of foul would blaze ; when the.inhabitants
. s of




of. Europe would freeze. - I have known
inftances of attachment in a negro, that
‘would fhake the courage of an European; a
. faithful flave will oppofe;his brealt to the
knife that is intended to wound his mafter ;
he will rifk that life without oftentation,- he
will receive his death without a groan.

- That negroes have not any fpecific ideas
pf ‘moral retitude, is not a fault of principle,
but education. If good examples were held
forth for imitation, they would adopt them ;
if bad be relevant it is their misfortune, and
nat their fault, If they be not inftructed to
thmk to att like men, it is a prefent difgrace,
as.it may be a. future misfortune, to thofg
who hold them as dependants. . That they
may be taught to believe, to a& as Chriftians
it. would be almoft impiety to deny. The
power that gave them being, gave them
fenfe. Though their colour may be a fhade
to their altions, yet let s confider, who are
of a different complexion, that the flower
that - -follows. the fun, is not fo much che-
rithed as the humble violet that pcrfumes in
4hc glade, :

1.. .

We
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, Wc fhould: not imagine that tiegroes
are of - a: difforent fpecws from ourfelves, or
that they are more inert in'mental fenfations,
or lefs vigorous: in -bodily purfuits, than the
natives- are' of other climates. It is not in
the - American colonies that we are 'to look
for their exertions ; we theuld trace them in
their wilds, the interminable forefts of Africa:
we fhould behold them in their native
woods, therr defarts; and their waters; we
fhould follow them i the chafe of the Tion,
the tyger, and -the crocodile, in fatigue that
would melt down an Eurepean conﬁxermon 3
in danger that would appal ‘courage, and
even add horror to defpair: we thould-exs
amine them in the patience of expeétation,
the cunning of furprize, the ardour of purfuit,
fhe-'vigour of attack, the fprrit of defence,
or the exultation of conqueft, to form an idea
of their local manners, their cou'rage,l or ‘their
powers. How tame to them would appear
our boafted diverfions of a trmid hare, that
fmplores as it runs, and in a voice refembling
that; in which our firft wants and pains ar¢
known, and which is too importunate not
to intereft thofe who hear, but to which

mhumamty
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inhumanity in the heat of exercife: difdains
to liften:; in the chafe of the flag-that weeps
(another emblem of our condition} as it fliess
and laftly . that of the fox, whofe cunning,
and hahits of mifchief have caufed its per~
fecutions in fome. places, and its prafervation’
im others ; but whach in itfelf 18 unwarthy
of the dignity of purfuit. We mauft look:
for the African in a wild ftate; the Euros
pean in, a civilized one; the laft may be the
moft wfeful in the fupply of thofe wants
imagination has made; the firft more -
dependent, as not having thofe wants to/
gratify. Which of the two is the moft
happy, the one that always craves, without
the accomplifhment of its withes, or the
one that is fatisfied, without having its appe~
tites to reform, 1 leave to thofe, who are
fond of fpeculation to determine. T

~ 'That negroes are crue] to one another can~
not be denied ; they will affaffinate without
compun&ion, and feel not the leaft repentance
at the perpetration of the moft atrocious
crimes. I have obferved that new' negroes
ate particularly fond of power, and will exert’

it as if accuftomed to feverity; and when
raifed
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raifed to the authority of . drivers upon a
plantation, will be more defpotic ‘and mhu—-
man than the creoles are. - B

. That new negroes, although they feem to.
be«v cheerful upon their arrival in the co-
_lonies, are apparently heavy in body and
mind, is an .obfervation that cannot be.
eafily refuted.®* ‘That they have not the
leaft idea of perfonal delicacy, or.fhame,
when that want of delicacy is expofed, is too:
obvious to require an argument. The cre-
oles are not from nature, -but example, fome- .
what more decent, and a further refinement:

-® The African negroes when firft imported feem not ta.
have any moral feelings, the tendernefs of fentiment, or_
weight of thought. They are unfeeling in the plenitude of
power, and favage in the cold revenge of fpilling :blood.
They look upon fudden or violent death in. others with apathy, :
and will bear the approaches of their own, not only without
dread, but with indifference. It is amazing to fee how little’
they intereft themfelves in the common occurrences of life,
they. do not forefee the want of means, age carelefs of what:
may happen, and thoughtlefs of what they have; in fhort
their chara®ers for many years after their arrival can hardly
be defined by the moft pefpicuous eye of thofe by whom they -
are governed,. fo that for what we know they may be happy
when filent, or daugerous when fullens The characters of
creole negroes ‘are widely dnﬁ'crent, and m mny mﬁancn
lnay ferve as a faithful contraft, .

n
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in praQical manners, might be taught, and.
eftablithed by cuftom. If overfeers were
better inftructed than they generally are;

and would addrefs the negroes with pro-.
priety of language, and treat. them as human
creatures, not as brutes, their commands.
would be more chearfully, and better per-
formed. If the worflt of treatment cannot
render them vindi&ive, * how docile might
they be made by gentle condu& ? .

I am aware that. creoles are often taxed
with inhumanity, as if: they alone were: the
. inftruments of oppreflion.. The condut of
a plantation is left to the overfeer, and in his
abfenceto the book-keepers 4 under him; and
as they have the ‘command and dxreéhon of

* Although negroes of 3 particular country fuch as the .
Coromantees, may harbour a fullen, and perhaps'a dangerous
difpofition upon their firft removal from the thip-fo a plantas
tion, yet their fpirit is foon broken, and they bend to obedi-
ence without any feeming refentment in their minds.

+ Book-keepers are in fubordinate command to the Over-
feers, they attend the fill-houfes in crop, and out of crop, the
the feld. There are many: fo little deferving the name_ they
bear, that fo far from bemg able to calculate accounts they can-
not many of them even'read : and yet from this ﬁtuauon from

béing frequertly indented fervants the} become overfcers, and
have the copdu&t of a plamanon. oady e { g

B -
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- the negroes work, and as with them lies the
power, and prefumption of punifhment, to
their inhumanity alone muf} its excefs be, in
every cafe, dttributed. If the proprietor with.
to fcreen his own property from.bodily fuf-
fering, and recommend an imploring negro
as an obje& of forgivenefs ta him who is in<
vefted with authority, it is ten to one but the
. poor creature receive a double punithment for
having dared to complain to him who had a

right toredrefs 3 and for fuppofing that a maf-
ter thould prefume to comrou} .the wanton

abufes of a fervant. :

That negroes are capricious the recurrence
of evety day will evince. Give them a houfe
ready built, they will not inhabit it—a ground
ready cleared, they will not work it—if you

ftudy their convenience, their eafe, and hap- .

pinefs, they will be difcontented—they muft
have every thing their own way’; and would
fooner complain of a good overfeer, than not
covet an exchange by the ritk of one who is
bad. Thatthere are of both in this profe{ﬁon,
it is-hardly neceflaty to form a doubt.. That
many of thxs clafs have feen better days, and
are to this, as they would be to-any other vo-

- cation
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cation both a credit, and an ornament, I ean
with confidence affirm; and it has frequently
hurt me to fee fome of this defcription fuftain
g {ubordinate -chara&er in the drama of life,
when their pretenfions and abilities would
enable them to move in the fphere of in-
dependency, wealth and command,

. ‘The firft bufinefs of an indulgent overfeer
fhould be to fecure the negroes property com-
mitted to his chargé, His wife, his houfe, his
ftock, * his ground fhould be always facred,
No power fhould be ufed to force, no temp-
tation put in pra&ice to feduce the perfon of
the firft—nhis hut fthould be his caftle, and
the ground upbn which it ftands his fee. A
plague is not fo deftru&ive upon a property
as thé removal of negroes from their accufs
tomed grounds, from thofe grounds that have
been dclivered down from father to fon:

- when "this happéns, which is the height of

prefent imprudénce, and confequent diftrefs,
they pine away. in fecret, neglé& the culti-
vation of new lands, and pinched by hunger,

. * Moft negroes in Jamaica have either fowls, hogs, or
cattle ; fome have all ; and fome, though flaves themfelves,
bave lxkemfe flaves of their own.

M 2 and
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and unable to work, the confequence will be;
declining health, a broken {pirit, and an early
end. ¥ ;

There is no couutry in which exther a neg=
ligent, or capricious management, an impru=
dent change, or a relaxation of difcipline are
attended with more certain expence, or ruin-
ous confequence than in the Ifland of Jamaica,
Ne groes fhould be dire¢ted by a fteady hand;.
and a regular {yftem fhould be obferved upon
a plantation. If they are to receive the bene-
fi. of «cligion, why not the privileges of fo-
ciatv'? if they are to be inftruted in morals,
let ~hem profit from their introduétion; and
let them leave by will the little property their
Iabour or their prudence has amafied. .

" I know not any thing in. the Weft Indies
fo fhocking to humanity, and fo difgufting
to individuals, as the favage and indecent
manner in which the trial of {laves is con-
~du&ed. Some tendernefs at leaft, if not digs
nity of condu@, fhould be obferved in the
drraignment of a man who ftands a prifoner,

* Of this fpecies of mifmanagement I have béen unfor=
tunately a witnefs myfelf, and can therefore fpeak of its effects
mth confidence.

: at
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at any tribunal, for crimes that may affe& his
charaler, or life: but where the delinquent
does not obferve a folemnity in the judge, he
lofes a refpeé for his office; and hears the
fentence that configns him to the grave with-
out horror, without thame. Two magif-
trates, and three free holders, from whofe
decifion there lies not-an appeal, can fentence
to death. ‘This cuftom fhould bg abolithed—
they fhould be tried by the fame laws, the
fame judges, the fame jury, as ourfelves;
and the Godlike privilege of  majefty to re-
dpite, or forgive a {lave, as well as the delin~
‘quent who 1s free, fhould be tranfmitted;
‘with double recommendations ‘of ‘mercy, to
‘his “reprefentatives in.the: Hland; that the
poor negro may go with confidence to his
trial, be affured that the fountain of law
is his protector; and that compaﬂ' ion will
'be the minifter of death.*

 Thofe who are fo laudably anxious for the

‘cultivation of the negroes minds, and fo des
firous that'theyv thould be inﬁ:p&c;d in the

* % A negro is often condemned in one hour, and receives
.£xecution in the ncxt.

)
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doérines of the chriftian religion, fhould con~
fider that in their own country this promife
of falvation. cannot be adminiftred: a removal
therefore from their natural {oil is the only
chance they have that the curfe of ignorance
fhall be converted into a bleffing: fo that in
fact, the abolition of the flave trade will couns
teract the very {yftem of humanity, and the
diffemination of that mental comfort, which
religion can alone enfure: for I have never
known an African negro exprefs the leaft reve-
rence by fign er word for a fuperintending Pro-
vidence; nor haveI ever heard one intimate
a hope, (as'is the common opinien)- that he
fhall pafs:after death from a life of flavery
to one of eafe and happinefs in his native
country. I A
To further the caufe of humamty, ne
jobber fhould be allowed to purchafe a flave,
without it could be proved, that he had’ pro~
vifions enough at command to fubfift ‘him,
at - leaft twelve months, and fo on -in the
~ regular proportions of the numbers that he
" may be tempted to buy; after this period,
if'he-take kindly to his ground, he may be
enabled in fome meafure to prowdc for hime
: : felf,
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{elf.. Almoft every man in Jamaica, let his
means be ever fo many, his ftrength of ne-
‘groes ever fo great,. or his fituation ever fo
dependent, is flill anxious to call in the aid
of hired labour; but the falacy of this ma-
nagement may be eafily deteCted; for if
a planter cannot make fifteen pence a day for.
a feafoned negro, who is worth .2 hundred
pounds, how can he afford to pay fifieen
pence a day for the labour of a mew negro,
who 1s not worth forty ? befides, a jobber is.
generally paid for his work foon after it is
done, and does not run any rifk, exceptin a
delay of payment, if ftorms fhould intervene ;
whereas a planter muft wait the flow pro-
grefs of returning feafons for emolument, -

and lofe his labour if thefe fhould fail.
Every negro who is given to run away,
to fteal, eat dirt, (which fingular affe&ion
proceeds from a depravity of appetite, or want
of food, and which is incorrigible) or thofe
who.require conftant punithments for idle-
nefs, or other crimes, fhould be tranfported
from the country; a pra&ice however,
which is feldom adopted, excepting by the:
independent and affluent owner ; and which
perhaps
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perhaps . favours rather more of policy than

kmdnefs’; if however it thould be the means
of enforcing example, .and deterring from
crimes, . it* will “have fome, and perhaps no

inconfiderable effed, in the commumty of
flaves. ~ . ’

At the time that the trial of Somerfet was
determined at Weftmianfter-hall, a . negro
very. threwdly remarked, that Lord Mans-
field had told them they were free, but did
not tell. theh where to get food.—It is of
little confequenee  to ‘give liberty, if pros
te&tion be not likewife extended to thofe who
are become the legal objeéts of . freedom.
Since. that decifion, what numbers of poor
neglected negroes are conftantly feen laments
ing in the ftreets, and. unfeelingly .driven
from - place to place by parith officers, and
who become pick-pockets, - thieves, or mur-
derers in confequence of emancipation—for
who will take thefc degraded creatures into
fervice, without any recommendation but
that of poverty; and that of private, and
public. derelition ? .. A liberated flave in

- Jamaica - (were the practice frequent) would

be almoll:in the: {ame condition; he would
ke

i
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be thrown out of houfe, ground, and perfonal
protetion; and the gallows might at laﬁ

. end his dreams of liberty.

- In treating of the prefent fubjeéts it ﬂ)ould
be - confidered whether the fluctuation of

~ popular opinion fhould' not be fixed by the

ftandard of common experience—whether
ideal humanity fhould not bend to political
reafon ; or . whether European fpeculation
thould triumph over American fafety. ‘The
very endeavour would excite confufion, with-
out encreafing benevolence, and eftablith
perhaps a permanent f{lavery, in the ftead of

“promoting an expected comfort. It may not

only convulfe the colonies, but fhake their
interefts to the very centre; and overthrow
the foundations of Weftern wealth, and its
confequential refources for ever. If negroes
can be admitted to a partial freedom, the
prote&ion of laws, - and bleflings of religion,
it is as much: perhaps as they ought to
experience, and' more 1 fear, than. would
make them happy ; for to have that of which
we cannot make a ufe, will be, not an en-
joyment, but a burthen.

N .-To
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" 'T'o coriclude—the obfervations I have made
are to the beft of my knowledge fincere. 1
have not ranged aver a romantic field of fic-
tion to bewilder the imagination, and to puz-
- zle truth, As I have not been able to thewer
" rofes, I have wifhed to pluck the thorn from

the foot of him who feels, I have not

withed to make any difcrimination of climate,
colour, chance, or feeling. My imagination,
however feeble it may be, has confidered the:

world as a garden, in which flowers of vari-

ous thapes, of various celours, expand, decline,,
and fade. Some if foftered will grow to
beauty; and {fome if trodden upon will rife
no more, I could here apply the moral to,

the prefent fubjeét ; but that fubje&t, and my-

tafk it is now time that I thould conclude::
I thall therefore. in- my c¢onclufion acknow-,

ledge that I am an, advocate -for humanity,

and that in. confequence: of this principle, I
~ am not an adyocate. for the liberation of the
flave. I am an advocate far -all. that can
" make hjm comfortable, I am an advocate
for all that can make him happy ; 1 am an
advocate for his remaval from his. natal foil,
that he may tafte the comforts of prom&ion,

the
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the fruits of humanity, and the bleffings of
religion. I could with that no difference
but that of colour, (which nature has
made) fhould contraft the feelings of the
African dependent and that of the Euro-
pean mafter: I could with that the national
weaknefs of the firft fhould be fupported
by the power of the laft, that he fhould
be employed as a fervant, but confidered
as a man. I could wifh that the line of be-
nevolence thould be extended, and cut a ray
of light through the habitable globe, that it
thould warm all countries, and fertilize the
coldeft foil—that, like the fun, i fhould vi-
vify all nature, dry up every tear, and make
po diftinGtion of manners, or complection,
Let the flave have freedom of will; let him be
taught to reverence God ; and then his duty
fo his mafter may be made efficient—his la-
bour eafy—his life comfortable, and his end
refigned,

F- I N I &

FLEET,
Feb. 26th, 1788,
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