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Introduction Wikibase
(for medieval manuscripts)

https://zenodo.org/search?page=1&size=20&q=creators.orcid:%220000-0002-9058-9941%22&sort=-publication_date
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q66439268
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elephas_(elephant)_-_Der_naturen_bloeme_-_Jacob_van_Maerlant_-_KB_KA_16_-_054r_b1.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elephas_(elephant)_-_Der_naturen_bloeme_-_Jacob_van_Maerlant_-_KB_KA_16_-_054r_b1.jpg


https://www.kb.nl/over-ons/experts/olaf-janssen 

About me

https://www.kb.nl/over-ons/experts/olaf-janssen


What I want to give you…

1. More understanding & 
insights into Wikibase

2. Examples of Wikibases, 
also for manusctipts

3. Inspiration to further 
explore the Wikibase world



What are we going to do?
Wikidata

• Wikidata refreshner
• When is Wikidata not suitable? (for heritage institutions)

Wikibase 
• Advantages of Wikibase (compared to Wikidata) 
• Downsides of Wikibase 
• Examples of institutions/projects using Wikibase
 

Medieval manuscripts 
• Wikibase & medieval manuscripts



Wikidata refreshner
Features, Advantages, Disadvantages 



Full overview: Guide to Wikidata, 6 june 2023

• https://zenodo.org/record/8006441
• https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wegwijzer_in_Wikidata,_Introductiecurus_Wikidata_-_Koninklijke_Bibliotheek,_6_juni_2023.pdf

https://zenodo.org/record/8006441
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wegwijzer_in_Wikidata,_Introductiecurus_Wikidata_-_Koninklijke_Bibliotheek,_6_juni_2023.pdf


Wikidata is one of the largest and most 
popular LOD platforms in the world (1/2)
• Structured descriptions of 108M things 

People, Animals and plants, Events, Countries, provinces, municipalities, cities, villages, Streets, roads, squares, 
Buildings, Vehicles, Companies and institutions, Works of art (film, music, paintings etc.), Chemicals , Astromic
objects, Genes, Scientific articles.

• Things, not strings (entities, Qs and Ps)
• Centralized, no data silos, 1 data logic and language (GUI, SPARQL, API)

Connected
• Entities are interconnected (triples, Q-P-Q)
• Entities are connected to 8300+ databases worldwide (hub function)
• Entities are connected to Wikimedia infrastructure: Wikipedia, Commons, 

700+ Wikimedia platforms

Global
• Global scope, (much) broader than institutional/heritage/national domain
• Multilingual, language independent, 300+ languages

Cooperation
• Collaborative  International community, 25K+ content creators
• Anyone may contribute/edit data, add, improve, delete, merge, translate, etc.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Complete_list_of_Wikimedia_projects


Wikidata is one of the largest and most 
popular LOD platforms in the world (1/2)

People and machines
• Human readable, human writable  Data available via GUIs in HTML
• Machine readable, machine writable  Data available via APIs in JSON, 

XML/RDF, CSV etc.

Open & free
• No trackers, no ads
• No copyright or database rights (CC0 license)
• Everyone may reuse data: query, share, copy, process, download, sell, etc.

Durable
• Strongly growing & sustainable, since October 2012



Added value: What can Wikidata add for
GLAMs?

1) Increase visibility, findability and reusability of data & collections
• Greater audience reach, worldwide
• Collection data in cross-domain, global, multilingual context  Increasing interoperability of 

institution with the outside world
• Community: External expertise, skills, tools and enthusiasm to enrich & connect collection data

2) New functionalitities for data (and images)
• Functionalities that institutions do not (or cannot) offer in their own services
• Regarding Search, Data enrichment, - quality control, - visualization and - formats, Image 

metadata, Machine interactions
• Both for thesauri and (Special) heritage collections
• For humans and machines

3) Toolkit & platform to create and publish LOD
• When no internal tools or workflows are available

4) Developing and sharing knowledge & skills based on LOD
• Both internally and externally
• Strengthening cooperation with external (network) partners via Wikidata/media



In summary: 
Wikidata is a

secondary, general, public 
knowledge base for the world



What kind of data does Wikidata contain?

Secondary
• Non-original data about
• Notable things (more info) 
• Verifiable by means of reliable public sources (more info)

General
• Wide range of subjects/classes
• Relatively basic data, not super specialized

Public
• Public data
• No copyright issues
• No privacy sensitive data (more info)

https://kennisplatform.wikimedia.nl/artikelen/data-delen/wat-zijn-de-criteria-voor-data-op-wikidata/ 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Notability
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Verifiability
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Living_people
https://kennisplatform.wikimedia.nl/artikelen/data-delen/wat-zijn-de-criteria-voor-data-op-wikidata/


X Publish domain-specific / specialist / 'esoteric' LOD
X Publish very large LOD sets (e.g. catalogues, thesauri)
X Own control over who can add/change data
X Collaboration with selected partners in a closed, controlled environment
X Recording of non-public data
X Own control over IT hosting LOD

Needs of heritage institutions for which
Wikidata is not suitable



X Publiceren domein-specifieke / specialistische / ‘esoterische’ LOD
X Publiceren hele grote LOD-sets (bv. catalogi, thesauri)
X Eigen controle over wie data mag toevoegen / muteren
X Samenwerking met geselecteerde partners in besloten, gecontroleerde 

omgeving
X Vastleggen niet-openbare data
X Eigen controle over hosting LOD

Wensen van erfgoedinstellingen 
waarvoor Wikidata niet geschikt is

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikibase,_de
_voordelen_van_Wikidata,_zonder_de_nadelen_-
_Artikel_van_Olaf_Janssen_in_InformatieProfessional_n
r.08,_2019,_pagina_37.jpg,  Olaf Janssen, CC BY-SA 4.0 , 
via Wikimedia Commons

Wikibase as a solution!?

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikibase,_de_voordelen_van_Wikidata,_zonder_de_nadelen_-_Artikel_van_Olaf_Janssen_in_InformatieProfessional_nr.08,_2019,_pagina_37.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikibase,_de_voordelen_van_Wikidata,_zonder_de_nadelen_-_Artikel_van_Olaf_Janssen_in_InformatieProfessional_nr.08,_2019,_pagina_37.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikibase,_de_voordelen_van_Wikidata,_zonder_de_nadelen_-_Artikel_van_Olaf_Janssen_in_InformatieProfessional_nr.08,_2019,_pagina_37.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikibase,_de_voordelen_van_Wikidata,_zonder_de_nadelen_-_Artikel_van_Olaf_Janssen_in_InformatieProfessional_nr.08,_2019,_pagina_37.jpg


Wikibase is the (open source, free) 
software that runs Wikidata

Wikibase is essentially a blank copy of Wikidata into 
which you can put your own structured data. 

Source

https://heardlibrary.github.io/digital-scholarship/host/wikidata/bot/


Wikibase advantages



Wikibase advantages
• It allows you to build & manage your own LOD knowledge base
• Without the downsides of Wikidata 

o Custom data models, domain-specific / specialist / 'esoteric’
o Large data sets
o Custom rights management (who is allowed to contribute)
o Not necessarily public
o In-house IT hosting

• With all the benefits of Wikidata
o Focused on collaboration and connection (e.g. Wikidata community)
o For people and machines
o User-friendly GUI for structured data (Qs and Ps)
o Multilingualism support
o Version history
o Clear ontology: Items, Properties, Statements etc.
o Output in various data formats (including JSON, RDF/XML, N3)
o Search via SPARQL
o MediaWiki API
o Support for tools (including OpenRefine)
o (Documentation…)



https://wikiba.se/

Wikibase website

https://wikiba.se/


https://ub-mannheim.github.io/RaiseWikibase/poster.html

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/LinkedOpenData/Strategy2021/Joint_Vision 

The bigger picture

https://ub-mannheim.github.io/RaiseWikibase/poster.html
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/LinkedOpenData/Strategy2021/Joint_Vision


https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/LinkedOpenData/Strategy2021/Wikibase 

Wikidata-Wikibase strategy

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/LinkedOpenData/Strategy2021/Wikibase


Wikibase has a few 
downsides however...



• ‘Wikidata logic’
• You ‘must’ have prior Wikidata knowledge & experience
• Development of Wikibase is (partially) driven by Wikidata 

agenda and requirements

1) Based on Wikidata



Wikibase-specific 
data model 

2) Other data models



3) Andere datamodellen

Wikibase-specifiek 
datamodel 

Wikibase data model (simple)  

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Wikibase/DataModel/Primer 

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Wikibase/DataModel/Primer


2) Other data models

Wikibase-specific 
data model 

• RDA/RDF
• Schema.org
• ..



Diefenbach et al (2021), “Wikibase as an 
Infrastructure for Knowledge
Graphs: the EU Knowledge Graph” -
https://hal.science/hal-03353225/document 

Limitations Wikibase data model

https://hal.science/hal-03353225/document


https://wikidataworkshop.github.io/2022/papers/Wikidata_Workshop_2022_paper_9774.pdf
Wikidata’22: Wikidata workshop at ISWC 2022 - daniil.dobriy@wu.ac.at (D.Dobriy); axel.polleres@wu.ac.at (A. Polleres) - © 2022 
Copyright for this paper by its authors, CC BY 4.0 – CEUR Workshop Proceedings, http://ceur-ws.org, ISSN 1613-0073
 

Limitations Wikibase data model

https://wikidataworkshop.github.io/2022/papers/Wikidata_Workshop_2022_paper_9774.pdf


• Not possible to get a service level agreement (SLA) with 
Wikibase developers & community

• Decentralized ('messy') ecosystem. Where can I find what/who?
• Community and support present, but not specifically focused on 

institutional needs

Solutions (sort of): 
• Professional external Consultants & Support Providers
• Wikibase Stakeholder Group

3) Institutional needs

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikibase/Consultants_and_Support_Providers
https://wbstakeholder.group/


Examples of 
institutions/projects 

using Wikibase



1) Wikidata

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page , 30-8-2023

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page


2) Rhizome Artbase

https://artbase.rhizome.org/wiki
/Main_Page

• Rhizome = art organization in NYC.
• Artbase =  archive of born-digital art 

1983-present. 
• First Wikibase instance outside of 

Wikimedia projects.

https://artbase.rhizome.org/wiki/Query/example1 

https://artbase.rhizome.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://artbase.rhizome.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://artbase.rhizome.org/wiki/Query/example1


• https://enslaved.org
• https://lod.enslaved.org/wiki/Meta:Main_Page  

3) Enslaved.org

LOD platform containing 
±1M records (people, events, 

places and sources) related to the 
transatlantic slave trade 

https://tech-news.wikimedia.de/en/2021/02/18/stories-of-
the-enslaved-told-using-wikibase/

https://enslaved.org/
https://lod.enslaved.org/wiki/Meta:Main_Page
https://tech-news.wikimedia.de/en/2021/02/18/stories-of-the-enslaved-told-using-wikibase/
https://tech-news.wikimedia.de/en/2021/02/18/stories-of-the-enslaved-told-using-wikibase/


https://database.factgrid.de/wiki/Main_Page

4) FactGrid

Open collaborative international 
Wikibase knowledge graph for 

historical research, 
312 participants

https://database.factgrid.de/wiki/FactGrid:Nineteenth_Century#Paris_to_download


FactGrid projects, by era

https://database.factgrid.de/wiki/FactGrid:Projects 

https://database.factgrid.de/wiki/FactGrid:Projects


Paris to download

https://database.factgrid.de/wiki/FactGrid:
Nineteenth_Century#Paris_to_download

All the houses and streets of Paris c. 1820 in a 
data set with geographic coordinates and 

administrative information free to download 

https://database.factgrid.de/wiki/FactGrid:Nineteenth_Century#Paris_to_download
https://database.factgrid.de/wiki/FactGrid:Nineteenth_Century#Paris_to_download


Paris to download

All the houses and streets of 
Paris c. 1820 

https://tinyurl.com/yf4fvrf7

https://blog.factgrid.de/archives/2333 

https://tinyurl.com/yf4fvrf7
https://blog.factgrid.de/archives/2333


https://aviation-safety.net/about/

5) Aviation Safety Network

Provides up-to-date, complete and 
reliable authoritative information on 
airliner accidents and safety issues. 

https://aviation-safety.net/about/


ASN Wikibase

The ASN Wikibase is updated 
regularly by a large user community 
and contains descriptions of more 
than 258,000 accidents involving light 
aircraft, military aircraft, helicopters, 
gyroplanes, gliders, hot air balloons 
and UAVs since 1905.

https://aviation-safety.net/wikibase/ 

https://aviation-safety.net/wikibase/


• https://linkedopendata.eu/wiki/The_EU_Knowledge_Graph
• https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03353225/document
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyBWo-ka9JU

6) EU Knowlegde Graph

Contains information about 
• 1.9M projects financed by the EU
• 700K beneficiaries of European projects

https://linkedopendata.eu/wiki/The_EU_Knowledge_Graph
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03353225/document
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PyBWo-ka9JU


• https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu
• https://www.wikimedia.de/presse/european-commission-goes-open-source-new-project-kohesio-uses-wikimedias-software-

wikibase/

Kohesio website

1.259 EU (co)funded projects
in South-Holland

https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/nl/?kaart%20regio=Nederland,Zuid-Holland,Q3119#mijn%20regio 

Frontend for EU Knowledge Graph

Discover EU projects in your 
country/region/city/neighbourhood

https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.wikimedia.de/presse/european-commission-goes-open-source-new-project-kohesio-uses-wikimedias-software-wikibase/
https://www.wikimedia.de/presse/european-commission-goes-open-source-new-project-kohesio-uses-wikimedias-software-wikibase/
https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/nl/?kaart%20regio=Nederland,Zuid-Holland,Q3119#mijn%20regio


• https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Kunstmuseum_API
• https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Project/Delftsaardewerk 
• https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Project/Aziatisch_keramiek
• https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Project/van_Gogh_Worldwide 

Wikibase containing data that powers 
• Delftsaardewerk.nl
• Van Gogh Worldwide en 
• Aziatisch keramiek
Data is imported into the WB from 
multiple museums and delivered via the 
MediaWiki API towards the websites.

7) Kunstmuseum API

https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Kunstmuseum_API
https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Project/Delftsaardewerk
https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Project/Aziatisch_keramiek
https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Project/van_Gogh_Worldwide
https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Project/van_Gogh_Worldwide
https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Project/Aziatisch_keramiek


https://delftsaardewerk.nl/bekijken/voorwerp/gemeentemuseum-den-haag/400098 -- https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Item:Q2559 

Delftsaardewerk.nl
Collection Kunstmuseum Den Haag, object 0400098

https://delftsaardewerk.nl/bekijken/voorwerp/gemeentemuseum-den-haag/400098
https://api.kunstmuseum.nl/wiki/Item:Q2559


https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/GND/gnd_node.html 

8) DNB/GND

GND - Gemeinsame Normdatei
• Integrated authority file for German speaking countries 
• 8M authority records on persons, corporate bodies, places, works etc.

https://www.dnb.de/EN/Professionell/Standardisierung/GND/gnd_node.html


DNB/GND

https://tech-news.wikimedia.de/en/2020/03/04/wikibase-and-gnd/

Wikibase as a second home for the GND 
To collaboratively edit and maintain authority records for the entire 

GLAM field and digital humanities.

https://tech-news.wikimedia.de/en/2020/03/04/wikibase-and-gnd/


DNB/GND

LA BIBLIOTECA PIATTAFORMA DELLA CONOSCENZA - Collaborativa, inclusiva, 
reticolare - 2021 (vanaf p 145)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PyUGNeZUx5kmyGJF_cwMPFY4HmT5Kj8_/view


More Wikibase activities in GLAMs

Wikibase is being evaluated by GLAMs as a tool to help them 
store and manage their structured data, as well as connect to 
the world of linked open data.

• German National Library (more info + here) 

• National Library of France (more info) 

• National Library of the Czech Republic (more info) 

• GLAM network Luxembourg (more info) 

• National Library of Greece (more info) 

• Fotomuseum Antwerpen (more info)

• The Smithsonian Libraries (more info) 

• National Library of Wales (more info)

• Europeana EAGLE network (more info)

• KB, national library of the Netherlands
(proofs of concepts)

https://tech-news.wikimedia.de/en/2020/03/04/wikibase-and-gnd/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PyUGNeZUx5kmyGJF_cwMPFY4HmT5Kj8_/view
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Wikibase_for_FNE.pdf
https://blog.wikimedia.cz/2021/09/13/bringing-czech-authority-files-into-21st-century-integration-with-wikidata/
https://swib.org/swib21/slides/05-03-gayo.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPIS11QK8jI
https://fomu.be/kijk-en-lees/het-gevaert-papierproject-ontsluiten-van-een-historische-collectie
https://blog.library.si.edu/blog/2022/02/17/wikidata-projects/
https://snarc-llgc.wikibase.cloud/wiki/Main_Page
https://wiki.eagle-network.eu/wiki/Main_Page


Even more Wikibase instances…

https://wikibase.world/wiki/Project:Home -- https://tinyurl.com/2jkres9t  --
https://github.com/shigapov/wikibase-knowledge-graphs#awesome-wikibase-instances 

‘A Wikibase of Wikibases’

https://wikibase.world/wiki/Project:Home
https://tinyurl.com/2jkres9t
https://github.com/shigapov/wikibase-knowledge-graphs#awesome-wikibase-instances


Wikibase &
 medieval manuscripts

1) Digital Scriptorium



https://digital-scriptorium.org  

1) Digital Scriptorium

Digital Scriptorium (DS) is a growing consortium of American 
institutions with collections of global premodern manuscripts 

dedicated to building an 
online national union catalog for manuscripts in US collections.

https://digital-scriptorium.org/


https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/

The DS Catalog is the first 
member-supported national union catalog 
of medieval and early modern manuscripts 

in US collections 
built on LOD principles and practices.

The DS Catalog connects researchers to pre-
and early modern manuscript books in DS 

member institutions. 

Built on Wikibase, the DS Catalog 
aggregates supplied DS member metadata 

and enriches it by linking to external 
authorities and resources for 

enhanced research in a LOD environment.

Digital Scriptorium catalogus

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/


Search for “Book of hours” 

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/ 

Digital Scriptorium catalog

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/


Digital Scriptorium catalogus

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/?f%5Btitle_facet%5D%5B%5D=Book+of+hours 

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/?f%5Btitle_facet%5D%5B%5D=Book+of+hours


• https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 
• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grolier_Club 

Grolier Club, MS 07 (DS203)

IIIF viewer

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grolier_Club


https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 

Grolier Club, MS 07 (DS203)Metadata 

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203


Grolier Club, MS 07 (DS203)

Place = France

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/?f%5Bplace_facet%5D%5B%5D=France  

Metadata 

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/?f%5Bplace_facet%5D%5B%5D=France


Grolier Club, MS 07 (DS203)

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q117448635

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q117448635


Grolier Club, MS 07 (DS203)

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203

http://vocab.getty.edu/tgn/1000070

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
http://vocab.getty.edu/tgn/1000070


Grolier Club, MS 07 (DS203)

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 http://vocab.getty.edu/aat/300404465 

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
http://vocab.getty.edu/aat/300404465


Grolier Club, MS 07 (DS203)

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203

Where does this 
metadata originate from?

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203


https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 

Grolier Club, MS 07 (DS203)

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203


DS Catalog Wikibase

The DS Catalog Wikibase powers the 
DS Catalog user interface at 

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931 //  https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Main_Page

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Main_Page


https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931 https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931
https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203


https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931 https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931
https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203


https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931 https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931
https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203


https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203


https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931


https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931


https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931

https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931


https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q930  https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q930
https://search.digital-scriptorium.org/catalog/DS203


Q931 - Representation in HTML

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:EntityData/Q931.html

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q931
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:EntityData/Q931.html


Q931 - Representations in JSON + RDF/XML

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:EntityData/Q931.rdf  https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:EntityData/Q931.json 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:EntityData/Q931.rdf
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:EntityData/Q931.json


Q931 as JSON and XML – via the API

https://catalog.digital-
scriptorium.org/w/api.php?action=wbgetentities&ids=Q931&format=xml 

https://catalog.digital-
scriptorium.org/w/api.php?action=wbgetentities&ids=Q931&format=json

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/w/api.php?action=wbgetentities&ids=Q931&format=xml
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/w/api.php?action=wbgetentities&ids=Q931&format=xml
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/w/api.php?action=wbgetentities&ids=Q931&format=json
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/w/api.php?action=wbgetentities&ids=Q931&format=json


Digital Scriptorium, integrated MediaWiki API

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/w/api.php 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/w/api.php


Which fields are used in the DS Wikibase? 
Overview of all properties (Ps)

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:ListProperties 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:ListProperties


https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:ListProperties 

https://github.com/DigitalScriptorium/ds-data/blob/main/data-model/ds-model-ids.json 

Github

Which fields are used in the DS Wikibase? 
Overview of all properties (Ps)

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Special:ListProperties
https://github.com/DigitalScriptorium/ds-data/blob/main/data-model/ds-model-ids.json


Welke velden worden gebruikt in de DS-Wikibase? 
 Overzicht van alle eigenschappen (Ps)

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Property:P23 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Property:P10 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Property:P27  

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Property:P3  

P3

P23
P27

P10

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Property:P23
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Property:P10
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Property:P27
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Property:P3


Excerpta ex operibus 
Sancti Augustini...(DS501)

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465 

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465


Excerpta ex operibus 
Sancti Augustini...(DS501)

P3

P23

P27

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P3   

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P23    

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P10 

P10

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P27  

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P3
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P23
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P10
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P27


P3

P23

P27

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P3   

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P23    

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P10 

P10

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P27  

And now for all manuscripts in the 
DS Wikibase  SPARQL

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P3
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P23
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P10
https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/wiki/Item:Q2465#P27


SPARQL: DS manuscripts
Titles, dates, places

https://tinyurl.com/yuxkeugj 

P3 P23 P27P10

https://tinyurl.com/yuxkeugj


SPARQL: DS manuscripts
Names + roles

https://tinyurl.com/yos7otvz 

https://tinyurl.com/yos7otvz


SPARQL: DS manuscripts
Authors + Wikidata linking

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/query/#PREFIX%20wd%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fentity%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20wdt%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2Fdirect%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20p%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20ps%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2Fstatement%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20pq%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2Fqualifier%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20schema%3A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fschema.org%2
F%3E%0APREFIX%20wikibase%3A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fwikiba.se%2Fontology%23%3E%0APREFIX%20rdfs%3
A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2000%2F01%2Frdf-
schema%23%3E%0A%0ASELECT%20DISTINCT%20%3Frecord%20%3FrecordLabel%20%3FauthorLabel%20%3Faut
horWikidataQid%20%3FauthorWikidataURI%0A%0AWHERE%20%7B%0A%20%20%3Frecord%20p%3AP16%2Fps
%3AP16%20wd%3AQ3.%0A%20%20%3Frecord%20p%3AP3%2Fps%3AP3%20%3FdescribedManuscript.%20%0A
%20%20%3Frecord%20p%3AP14%20%3FassociatedNameAsRecorded.%0A%20%20%3FassociatedNameAsRecor
ded%20pq%3AP17%20%3Fauthor.%0A%20%20%3FassociatedNameAsRecorded%20pq%3AP15%20%3Frole.%0A
%20%20FILTER%20%28%3Frole%20%3D%20wd%3AQ18%29%20%23%20filter%20for%20role%3Dauthor%0A%2
0%20%3Fauthor%20wdt%3AP42%20%3FauthorWikidataQid%0A%20%20BIND%28URI%28CONCAT%28%22http
%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikidata.org%2Fentity%2F%22%2C%20%3FauthorWikidataQid%29%29%20as%20%3Fauthor
WikidataURI%29%0A%20%20%0ASERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%
3Alanguage%20%22en%22.%20%7D%0A%7D%0AORDER%20BY%20%3Frecord  



SPARQL: Manuscripten
Auteurs + Wikidata-koppeling

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/query/#PREFIX%20wd%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fentity%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20wdt%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2Fdirect%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20p%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20ps%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2Fstatement%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20pq%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2Fqualifier%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20schema%3A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fschema.org%2
F%3E%0APREFIX%20wikibase%3A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fwikiba.se%2Fontology%23%3E%0APREFIX%20rdfs%3
A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.w3.org%2F2000%2F01%2Frdf-
schema%23%3E%0A%0ASELECT%20DISTINCT%20%3Frecord%20%3FrecordLabel%20%3FauthorLabel%20%3Faut
horWikidataQid%20%3FauthorWikidataURI%0A%0AWHERE%20%7B%0A%20%20%3Frecord%20p%3AP16%2Fps
%3AP16%20wd%3AQ3.%0A%20%20%3Frecord%20p%3AP3%2Fps%3AP3%20%3FdescribedManuscript.%20%0A
%20%20%3Frecord%20p%3AP14%20%3FassociatedNameAsRecorded.%0A%20%20%3FassociatedNameAsRecor
ded%20pq%3AP17%20%3Fauthor.%0A%20%20%3FassociatedNameAsRecorded%20pq%3AP15%20%3Frole.%0A
%20%20FILTER%20%28%3Frole%20%3D%20wd%3AQ18%29%20%23%20filter%20for%20role%3Dauthor%0A%2
0%20%3Fauthor%20wdt%3AP42%20%3FauthorWikidataQid%0A%20%20BIND%28URI%28CONCAT%28%22http
%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikidata.org%2Fentity%2F%22%2C%20%3FauthorWikidataQid%29%29%20as%20%3Fauthor
WikidataURI%29%0A%20%20%0ASERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%
3Alanguage%20%22en%22.%20%7D%0A%7D%0AORDER%20BY%20%3Frecord  

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q134452 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q134452


SPARQL: DS authors 
Portraits from Wikidata

https://catalog.digital-scriptorium.org/query/#PREFIX%20wd%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fentity%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20wdt%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2Fdirect%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20p%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20ps%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2Fstatement%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20pq%3A%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.digital-
scriptorium.org%2Fprop%2Fqualifier%2F%3E%0A%0APREFIX%20wdt_wd%3A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.wik
idata.org%2Fprop%2Fdirect%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20wd_wd%3A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikidata.org%2Fe
ntity%2F%3E%0A%0APREFIX%20schema%3A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fschema.org%2F%3E%0APREFIX%20wikiba
se%3A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2Fwikiba.se%2Fontology%23%3E%0APREFIX%20rdfs%3A%20%3Chttp%3A%2F%2F
www.w3.org%2F2000%2F01%2Frdf-
schema%23%3E%0A%0A%23defaultView%3AImageGrid%0ASELECT%20DISTINCT%20%3Frecord%20%3FrecordL
abel%20%3FauthorLabel%20%3FauthorWikidataURI%20%3FauthorWikidataPortrait%0AWHERE%20%7B%0A%2
0%20%3Frecord%20p%3AP16%2Fps%3AP16%20wd%3AQ3.%0A%20%20%3Frecord%20p%3AP3%2Fps%3AP3%2
0%3FdescribedManuscript.%20%0A%20%20%3Frecord%20p%3AP14%20%3FassociatedNameAsRecorded.%0A%
20%20%3FassociatedNameAsRecorded%20pq%3AP17%20%3Fauthor.%0A%20%20%3FassociatedNameAsRecor
ded%20pq%3AP15%20%3Frole.%0A%20%20FILTER%20%28%3Frole%20%3D%20wd%3AQ18%29%20%23%20filt
er%20for%20role%3Dauthor%0A%20%20%3Fauthor%20wdt%3AP42%20%3FauthorWikidataQid%0A%20%20BIN
D%28URI%28CONCAT%28%22http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikidata.org%2Fentity%2F%22%2C%20%3FauthorWikidata
Qid%29%29%20as%20%3FauthorWikidataURI%29%0A%20%20%0A%20%20SERVICE%20%3Chttps%3A%2F%2Fq
uery.wikidata.org%2Fsparql%3E%20%7B%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%3FauthorWikidataURI%20wdt_wd%3AP
31%20%3FIsA.%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20FILTER%20%28%3FIsA%20%3D%20wd_wd%3AQ5%29%20%23%20fi
lter%20in%20Wikidata%20for%20only%20humans%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%
20%20%20%20%20%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%3FauthorWikidataURI%20wdt_wd%3AP18%20%3FauthorWiki
dataPortrait%0A%20%20%7D%20%20%20%0ASERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%
20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22en%22.%20%7D%0A%7D%0AORDER%20BY%20%3Frecord



More DS SPARQL queries on Github

https://github.com/DigitalScriptorium/ds-testing/blob/main/sparql/beta/find-manuscripts/by-language/all 

https://github.com/DigitalScriptorium/ds-testing/tree/main/sparql

https://github.com/DigitalScriptorium/ds-testing/blob/main/sparql/beta/find-manuscripts/by-language/all
https://github.com/DigitalScriptorium/ds-testing/tree/main/sparql


DS overview article

DS Wikibase data model 

Mikko Koho, L. P. Coladangelo, Lynn Ransom, and Doug Emery. 2023. Wikibase Model for Premodern Manuscript Metadata Harmonization, Linked Data Integration, and 
Discovery. J. Comput. Cult. Herit. 16, 3, Article 56 (September 2023), 25 pages. https://doi.org/10.1145/3594723 // https://dl.acm.org/doi/full/10.1145/3594723 

https://doi.org/10.1145/3594723%20/
https://dl.acm.org/doi/full/10.1145/3594723


https://github.com/DigitalScriptorium 

DS Github

https://github.com/DigitalScriptorium


Wikibase &
 medieval manuscripts

2) Biblissima



https://projet.biblissima.fr/en 

2) Biblissima

Biblissima+ is a French 
multi-site digital infrastructure for 

research and service dedicated to the 
history of the transmission of ancient 

texts, from Antiquity to the Renaissance, 
in the West and in the East.

https://projet.biblissima.fr/en


Biblissima – cluster of services

https://portail.biblissima.fr 

Portal IIIF Toolkit

https://iiif.biblissima.fr https://outils.biblissima.fr

Documentation

https://doc.biblissima.fr/ https://demos.biblissima.fr/ 

Demos

https://portail.biblissima.fr/
https://iiif.biblissima.fr/
https://outils.biblissima.fr/en/
https://doc.biblissima.fr/
https://demos.biblissima.fr/


Portal IIIF Wikibase Toolkit

https://data.biblissima.fr

DocumentationDemos

Biblissima – cluster of services

https://data.biblissima.fr/


https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Accueil/en , dd. 3-12-2023

Biblissima Wikibase

https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Accueil/en


https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Project:Types_d%27entit%C3%A9s 

Wikibase – What does it contain?

https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Project:Types_d%27entit%C3%A9s


https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:Pages_li%C3%A9
es/Item:Q168 

What does it contain? - Persons/humans

https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Item:Q200 

https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:Pages_li%C3%A9es/Item:Q168
https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:Pages_li%C3%A9es/Item:Q168
https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Item:Q200


https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:Pages_li%C3%A9
es/Item:Q32810 

https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Item:Q32957 

What does it contain? - Manuscripts

https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:Pages_li%C3%A9es/Item:Q32810
https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:Pages_li%C3%A9es/Item:Q32810
https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Item:Q32957


https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:List
Properties 

Wikibase – Properties (Ps)

All (295)

Links to other databases 
(external identifiers, 213)

https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:ListProperties/?datatype=external-id 

https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:ListProperties
https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:ListProperties
https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Sp%C3%A9cial:ListProperties/?datatype=external-id


https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Project:API#Point_d'acc%C3%A8s_SPARQL 

No SPARQL service available! 

https://data.biblissima.fr/w/Project:API#Point_d'acc%C3%A8s_SPARQL


OK, that’s about it…



Want to learn more about 
Wikibase?



Introduction course Wikibase: the basics 

• https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8338811 
• https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Introductie

cursus_Wikibase_-
_Koninklijke_Bibliotheek,_7_september_2023.pdf 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8338811
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Introductiecursus_Wikibase_-_Koninklijke_Bibliotheek,_7_september_2023.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Introductiecursus_Wikibase_-_Koninklijke_Bibliotheek,_7_september_2023.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Introductiecursus_Wikibase_-_Koninklijke_Bibliotheek,_7_september_2023.pdf


Wikibase resources (Github) 
https://github.com/KBNLwikimedia/Wikibase-resources

https://github.com/KBNLwikimedia/Wikibase-resources


https://github.com/KBNLwikimedia/Wikibase-resources#3-wikibase-knowlegde-group-netherlands-wbgnl 

Wikibase Group Netherlands

Interested in joining?
Contact me: olaf.janssen@kb.nl

https://github.com/KBNLwikimedia/Wikibase-resources#3-wikibase-knowlegde-group-netherlands-wbgnl
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Olaf Janssen
olaf.janssen@kb.nl
Zenodo
Q66439268
CC-BY-SA 4.0

Many thanks!
Questions?

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elephas_(elephant)_-_Der_naturen_bloeme_-_Jacob_van_Maerlant_-_KB_KA_16_-_054r_b1.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elephas_(elephant)_-_Der_naturen_bloeme_-_Jacob_van_Maerlant_-_KB_KA_16_-_054r_b1.jpg
https://zenodo.org/search?page=1&size=20&q=creators.orcid:%220000-0002-9058-9941%22&sort=-publication_date
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q66439268
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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