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Q Whot was tre purponse of your visit to thre Prilippines
that you rave referred to, when you spoke to thre C?ief

of Staff in connection wi%k thre "Rataean lMarch"?

Let's see, tre independenee of tre Prilipplnes was

on 14 Octdber 1943, It wes in connection wit}r thre
independence of the P‘iligEines and conditions 1in

tre kilipgine Islands. € Eurgose of it was ctriefly
in reéard o metters related to tre independence of
tre P ilipgines. I orincipally wented to talk to
iznortant Filipninos in connection with indenendence

matters.

ng long were you in tve Prilippine Islands at this
ir.e’

About tree days, I t-ink.

During t»e wer, t*at is, from 7 December 1941 until tre
end of the war, was tret your only visit, or were you
trere on otrer occasions?

No, I went twice during t"e war,
Wrat was tte approximete date and purpose of that visit%

I errived in Trai on 4 July 1943, I believe, &nd stayed
trere, I trink, for trree days - the 4tl, 5%? and 6t",
T2t was ttre principal objective of t*»e visit, but on
tre way back, I spent two or trree days 1n Haiaya one
nigrtt in Sumatra, one nigrt in Java, and one nig*% in
lienila: tren I ceme back by plene via Formosa to Japan.

Fow manﬁ times were you in Formosa and Trai from
e

—

/ r 1941 until tre end of ttre war?

Decemn

I was only in Thai tre one time trat I Yave mentioned.

I was in Formosa twice, tmet 1s, going and coming, on
tre trip to t e Prilippines in IFey 194335 end agein twice
going and coming on tvYe trip to Trai in July 1942,

Wrat was your nurpose in speaking to tre Cvief of Steff,
on your visit in Mayv to tre P*ilippines, about tte
"Bataan March"?

Trere were varieus ratters in connection withr tre
independence of tv*e Priliopines. Trey were t“e principal




trings. I spoke to t'e Crief of Staff about ttis gt?fl
matter, but it was not a principal ratter of discussion.,

W'y did you discuss tris netter et 211 witr tre Crief of
Staff?

As I seic b€fﬂ1r t'ere were various rumors of tre
QUif(I’be thre rriqonvr* Yad experienced and I inquired
of tre Crief 31 ¢ taff beceuse I wanted to fwnd out tbhre
facts 2bout it.

Just wrat did you esk ¥im in tris connection®

1 said, "I Yave reard tese rumors ebout tre sufferings
of €t e prisoners Wre i a*c the P"cfrf” Fe repliec trat
1t was 1n thre t101]ir sun, and at neans of t*ﬁnbnort
were lacking 2nd so t“ev w “1k1C' t‘tr a long ways, and

thet it was a fact,

ect that trey rad welked trem tris long

Did you esk Vrirn or did you find ocut “ow long tre distance
was thet tte ren were rerc*ed?

I "eve 2n impression about tre 12in conversation, but I
don't remenber the deteils beyond trat.

were vyou not interested in finding out wbret distance
t"e men Yad been mercred in tve broiline sun?

It 1s difficuvlt for me now to recell to Just wreat degree
of detelil thre conversetion extended.

Do you krow Yow fer it is from Beteen to San Fernsndof
1l don't rermember,

Do you recel]l wtretter yvou lcerned from tre C ief of
Steff how many men Yed eitber fellen out, being unable
to finisy, or died during tre lerctr?

No, I don't remerber deteils like t*et, but I
impression trat the responsible commander, wro w:
Lleutenant Genersl FOMMA, did wrat Ye could under tre
clrcumstances thren hl(V“l“lnE.

wrat led to your belief ttet General VOLlI A Yod done
wrat bPe could under t"e circumstences prevelling¥
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It is 2 problem of responsibility. As Suprene Commander

in tre Prilippines ¢t tzt time, Ye “ad 2 grect
responsibility to tre khmperor, Tris responsibility was,

on t'e one rand, to conduct tre fig-ting end, on tre

otter, to estoblisr pemce ond order; as to prison€rs?

T tYink tret, 8s tre responsible commender, Ye did wret
e could. It is Jeprnese custom [ﬁatemsgﬁ for e

cormender of en expeditionary army in thre field to be

civen a mission in tre performence of wricY Ye is not
subject to specific orders from Tokyo, but Yes considereble
autonory. (Tris is crllcd t e recyy responsihil -ty of

en expeditionsTy forece cornender /kongei no junins/)

e peAY o 3

Tve protest of t'c United Stetes Government, which wes
mede to Japsrn, chorged trat the prisoners in thre '"Beteaen
Mrrc¥" were besten, boyoneted, snd s ot. DIid you discuss
tTet wity tre Crief of Strff during your visity

No, I é¢idn't tolk to 'im about trose trings. I thought
thet if t'e responsible arny commender knew about tYose
trings, Fe would trke¢ proper action. 1 trougrt tret
tre responsible srmy commender would teke sppropriste
neosures if trings contrery to internstional law rad
Yoppened,

Did vou inguirc on eitrer of your trips to the Prilinpines
to find out if ~nv ecction wratsoever Yed been token in
trese natterst

No, As I srid before, since tre responsible comrander
tad tre sutrority I relied upon Yim in tris matter, 1
onlvy rsked ~bout t“¢ rain points., LEveryonc trouvghrt

t¥et t¥e Jrprnese crerncter would not permit acts of

an rtrocious nnture. Tvis 1little booklet whick I Frave
Fere wrs issued on 8 Jenuory 1941 in connection with

tte¢ C'ine Incidecnt, ThYe title of it is "Tesc¥ings for
tte Bettlefield" /Scnjiln hun/. It wes issued by me @s
Wep Minister snd ot tte time of the Greoter Eest Asile
ier. officers rné men Yed tve srme instructions. I will
quo%e only briefly, Proncrly, it is 2 book on fighting,
but if you will trrnslctc tve prges 1 Yreve marked in
blue pencil, I willl cpprccietc it. I troughrt that thresc
werce being cerried oute /Tre bocklct wes given to the
intcrpreter witY tre poges rnrorked wricl will be trenslated
~nd inserted in t*e rccord. Sce atteched trenslation

of booklct wvier is being rade 2 part of this 1nterroge-
tione/

During vour two visits to t“e¢ Prilivpines, t"°t you hove
rcferrced to, did you visit and inspcet ci%Vrr Coemp
O0'Donnecll, or eny other prison cernp%
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No, I didn't, I Yed no time for it. 1Ire only one I
visited wes Omori Prison Canp, Yere 1in Japan,

Wrile you were in tre P¥ilippincs on those two occesions,
did you visit eny cemp wrere clviliens were inteined?

N T didn't, I 2m nct TOO sure¢ mt it scems to me 1
G?%itcd onc eanp for civ%lans 12 ﬁr%rye, tPink it ves.,

I 1. not surec about 1t,

Durins cit¥cr of trose visits to tre Prilippines, did you
look -nio or inspect t e treetment thet wounded American
soldiere and Pilininos werc receliving?

I visitcd 2 Yospital wYere trere were wounded Japrnese,
but I don't know whether trcre werc wounded Filipinos
or Amcricens in it or not,

And your purpose in going thcre wes TUC visit tre Jepencse
wounded, wes it not%

Yes, tret wes tre meidn tring,

And vou did not go to thet “ospitel looking for eitrcr
Filipinos or American wounded, did you?

ld, not specirlly. As I soid, I did visit t*e Yospitel,
bu% I don't 'now whctrer there were eny wounded Arerlcens
or Filipinos threre or not,.

During your visits to T*ei ond Formose, did you visit
any prison conps 2t wrich Aumericen ond BritisY prisonecrs
were interned?

No, I didn't. In Formose, I stopped ~t Tailoku., 1 trink
tY¢ prison cenp wes ~t Kerernko, whict was a long distence
awey, But I went to TeiYoku,

k % %k %k %k ok ok

Attecrrent: Pertirl translation of booklet entitled "Teectings
for tte Bettleficld" /Senjin Kun,/
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/NOME:s Tre witncss prodvccd 2 32-page pemprlet Cnh}t1(d
- uﬂp,twq-,q for tre Bottleficld" /Senjin Kun/ issued
on 8 Jrnurry 1941, over tis own ncme, sEverel passeges
of v J.C‘* vere uncerlineds _TYe underlined passeges
arc trensleted as f.ilo.ui7

¥ % K X ¥ X kK

and 2 "Wiven witrin tre smrroundings of tre battle~-
ficld, one is 2pt to bc 2bsauribed by vvrat is immediately
befoxrc cnctls evie pnd stray 1x»om piingliples Prd

occceicnn | ; dtﬁ onc's duty

-—

]
'y thesc sets a2y b zontrery
€(

®ls 1
as £ soldicr. Muer dis crg%¢=n is necd

end 6/. "To obey Imperiel cormends, to bc breve os
»ﬁlW 2y just, to be “umenc es well 2as breve, and to
rcelize the grend rermony of trc world - such is thre
spirit of t“e Empcror Jimmu, /first Emperor of Jc pen/e
Erovery rust be stern 2nd cherity rust bc fer-reacringe.
If trerc is eny encmy rcsisting the Imperial troons,
we must destroy rim vith our terpestuous nilitary
power, rvcen il ve succeced in subduing our encmy with
our unrclcnting powecr, if we¢ lack trYe grece of refrein-
ing from attocking trosc wro ¥Yave laid down their arms
end of tlﬁ?tlu? kindly t*ogse w*o ohcy us, w¢ c&n

Prerdly be cellcd perfcet /soldicrs/."

-

/Pege 24 ond 2;7. "Coere must be teken in thc protection of
proncrty end roaterincls owned by trc¢ cncmy., Requisition,
confiscation 2nd destruction of matcriels, ctc., nust
alweve be cffecectcd in eccordence wityr rcgulstions £nd
inveriebly in conformity witr ordcrs by corrending
officerse In view of tre besic principlcs of thc

rﬂp rial Ammy, ve must be me egna nimous of recart end
nt 1nﬁcckni intebitents vitF kKindncss,.”




