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INTERGATIONAL LILITARY UiIBUnslL FOR THE FaR BAST

THE UNITED STALTES OF AuweRICAHL

V&

.’AK.I, Sadco, ct al

oworn Lepogsition (Translation)

Leoonent: SnIwON.KA, @ensaburo

Having first duly sworn &an oath as on attached pheet and in
accordence with the procedure followed in my country I hercby
depose as follows.

1. I am now living at No. 229 l-chuoue daginouiya, Naxkano
..:.ra , Tokyo Metropolis.

o T established the Greuter ssia association with Genercl
Matsui in 1953, and I wus & chief becretary of dlrector of tha
association until the tine of its dissolution in 194l.

3. Generel Matsuli delivered an address at the conforence .i LI

the estavlishnent of the Greater Asia Assoclation. In his specucil
therc was the following acccunt: When General Metsul went to

Geneva cs nilitary delcyete Zor the Disarmament Conference whi cli

was held there in 1931, Mr. wellingtonkKoo,
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Chinese delegate, frequently attacked Japan at the takle of
" that conference, and Japanese delegates also made active
' replies. Notwithstanding the fact that China and J2pran
had been brother countries from olden times, they were
quarrelling against each other before all the eyes of the
Whites which were strongly fixed upon them. That was indeed
sO0 shameful sight that he could not keep hls eyes open.
He thought that this would not do at all, he wished for
that reason to exert himself to the best of his power for
bringing about a better feeling between China and Japan
soon after returning to Japan.'

I had seperately organized a body of investigation
called the Oriental Society for Researches and Investigations
at that time, but when I listened to General Matsui's opinion,
I agreed with him entirely. And this is the reason why I
resolved to establish the Greater Asia Association in good
co-operation with him.

4, General Matsul attempted to establish that associa-
tion without resigning his prresent post. This was not
welcomed by the military authorities, and some of them

seemed to go co far as to propose him to check this establish-

ment. Rt General Matsui did not discontinue the work of

the aiready estavblished Greater Asia Association, saying

that as for tnings concerning China and Jspan, he had been
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much interested and, in addition, he had made special studies

since his young days, and that he had a firm belief for the

' resonciliation between China and Japan. Hereupon, the two

War Ministers: Araki and Hayashi came to decide to approve
his vndertaking on the condition that the Greater Asla
movement would act purely within the 1limit of 2n instruction
movement for thought, namely, no political movement wou 1d
be started. Thus the establishment of the Greater Asla
csociation was recognizeéd, Buch being the case, this
association bechaved to fulfil the dition of the above-
mentioned approval and never took an actlon which bring
about a - iilicar irflrance ana reiralned faithful as a body
where the genuire thought irsiruvctioiis con ning Sino-

Japanese quastions vere investigated and studied among

ccntents of the work of #he Greater Asla Assoclia-
tion were the orening of the meeting for investigations and
researches, and issving organ magazines (on the Greater
Asia Principle.) The concrete contents of the meetling was
that when noted persons returned home from various places
in the world, that meeting used to be helad and various
states of affairs of foreign countries would chiefly be
listened to, and familiar talks would be given in connection

with that matter, in other words, 1T was nrothing but the

...3..
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meeting of listening to talks given. No special research
organ, nowever, was established for conducting systematic
and positive investigations. Therefore when suitable persons
did not come, the meeting was not held even for a period
of three or four months. The private school for developing
Asla was also contemplated, but it was not realized owing to
want of funds.
6. The expenditure for the establishment of the Greater
Asia Association depended upon private funds, and never asked
for the assistances of the Government or other public bodies.
Namely, the expenditure for its establishment was chiefly
depended upon ten thousand yen which was thae remaining money
saved by General Matsui personally from his travelling ex-
pences to Geneva, and it was started with the contributions
of all the interested members and persons as 1ts basis funi.
/. The Greater Agci-z Association, in short, had the
object of carrying out Dr. Sun Yat-sen's Greater Asia Prin-
ciple as its guiding spirit, ard was to instruct the peoples
based vpon the following articles:
(1) Blood is thicker than water; China and Japan.are brother
countries,
(2) Asia would be saved if China and Japan should co-operate
with each other.

Asia is the mother of the world civilization.

ijoral civilization of Asia will be able to save the world,

o & e
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(5) Fowever, there are very few independent states in Asis.
It is simply because China and Javan are at variance and
strugegling against each other.

8. The magazine was monthly issued as many as about
two thousand coples, and these were distributed among the
memhers of association only. Therefore, the people in general
could not be instructed by them.

Thie ordinary expenditure of the association was from

twenty thousand to twenty-five thousand yen per annum, which

n
cqéisted of the salaries of clerks and the expences for

printing. Ard these were managed by means of the subscrip-
tions of the members, the sales of the magazines, and the
contributions of members or persons interested.

9. While and after General Metsui was the Commander

: C
of Formosan Arny, the 2ssociation was sarecely on the move,

couvld not be so sctive as it had been hored for, because of
the shortage of furd and of the dislike of the military
auvthorities. Evzn after General Matsui become a Councillor
of the Cabinet, no positive acts could be taken even in the
least,

10, The system for the Cabinet Councillors aimed at the
solution of the China Incident, But according to General

Matsui's impression, it was only the conference of listening

to the reports, and it was quite nonsensical for him, as he

- 5 -
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was not demanded to suggest a plan, nor were his plans adopted
even when spme suggestions were given to them. T remember
that he accordingly resigned his post before long.

11, General Mrtsuil visited North China in 1936, and
discussed the Greater Asia Principle with all the interested
Chinese people there. With this conference as a turning
roint, the Chinese Greater Asisz Association was established
at Tientsin in December of the same year by the influencial
wise men in the political, business, and literary circles
in North China, Generals: Sung Che-yuan, Hau Fu-~chu, and
others also became its supporters. The Chinese Grezster

Asla Acssociation, however, was not a branch department of

the Japanese Greater Asia Association, but an independent

body, and it has been the one, the object of which was to
realize the Asia for the Asiatics by China and Japan in
complete cosoperation between the two.

12, In his speech at the farewell meeting which was
held in honor of him when he became the Commander of the
Expedltionary Forces in Shrnghai, General Matsui said, "I
am going to the front in the state of mind that to pacify
the brother rather than to fight the enemy. I had known
China and had hed many Chinese friends since my vourg Cays.™
At that time, the military authorities also had tle am-

.~ g

aggravation pelicy, and ' the Gereral 3taff C{[{.cw
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two divisions to General Matsui. And T heard that General
Matsui demanded five divisions to the General Staff Office
in order to conclude the war as quickly as possible by means
of the 'lightning war,' but this was not realized. The
foreign magazines looked as if they had seen through Japan
concerning her weakkneed policy, saying that General Matsul
proceeded to Shanghai with two divisiors of 0ld scldiers.

13, In 1941 the Japanese Covernment completely annexed a
ereat number of researches aand investigatian bodies for the

cultures in gereral, such as Oriental religlions, morals,

¢i:d attainments, for politics and economies, etc., and bodies

for stiding public opinion concerning Oriental questions;
made up one body which was name the Japanese Asia Development
League; and thus attempted to control the Asia Development
movement by it. The Greater Asia Assoclation was also
amalgamated into this Japanese Asia Development League, the
organic of the association was made to discontinue 1ts
publication, 211 the records were transferred from the assocla-
-ion to the Asia Development League, and General Matsul was
recommended for a staff of that League.

A great many members of the League and all sorts of
undertakings were brought together at random by the Asla
Development League. But as they were only a medley of the

pood and bad, their perfect control and arrangement were

- 7 -




Def. Doc. # 2235

quite impossible. Therefore they did nothing but repeat the
changes of system, and were not able to be engaged 1in any
actions of great signiiicance,

14, Not long after that, General Matsul recisned his

post, and retired to Atami, where

Kannon (merciful goddess) ten
for the repose of 21l
were killed at various battle-fields in Chirs "1t sometimes
he at the receouecst of peouple there gave sectures . the Greater
Asie Princip. en acconpanied hinm 2nd listen=d to hils
lzetires v hizfly spoike to the effect tnat the key to
the szoluticn of the incident lay on ine reflecticn of the
Japanrese,

General Matsuil lovead China and the
said that in order to save Asia, China
rise up hand in hand with each otner.

On this 27 day of June,

At Tokyo

Deponents /S/ SHIMONAXA,Cacsdmrro (ses

I, JODAI, Takayoshi, hereby certify that the &bove
statement vas sworn by the Deporent, who arffixed his signature

do -
blle:}S-

and seal thereto in the presence of thilis wvi
On the same date, at the same place

Witness: /S/ JODAI, Takayoshi (seal)
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