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19 November 1945

MEMORANDUM TO: Prosecution Section (Report No. 106)
THRU ¢ Executive Officer, War Crimes Branch

SUBJECT: Massacre of One Hundred and Ninety-four
F1lipino Civilians at Santo Tomas, Batangas,
Imzon, P.I., and the Unnecessary Burning of
part of the Town of Santo Tomas, Batangas, :
Inzon, P.I,
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II., SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE:

In the early part of February 1945, the inhabitants of
Santo Tomas learned thet the Mayor and the Provincial Governor were
no longer living in town (R 1, 39). Upon learning this the townspeople
became alarmed and began to evacuate their homes, some going to the
mountains, and others gathered in groups in a few homes (R 1, 39). At
about 2000 hours on 9 February 1945, a truckload of Japanese
soldiers arrived in town and set fire to the house of the governor's
brother in law (R 1), The next evening other Japanese soldiers came
to the town ostensidbly to learn where and why the inhabitants had
fled (R 1, 2). On 11 February 1945, other homes were burned ( R 35).

At 0500 hours on 11 February 1945, Japancse came to Sznto Tomas
and proceeded from place to place where civilians had gathered, taking
their jewelry, money, and other valuables (R 7, 13), then killed many
of the inhebitants, poured gasoline on the bodies of the wounded
and dead and set them afire (R 17, 21). Men, women, children, and
babies were murdered (R 8, 18, 22, 26). There is evidencc that three
of the victims were probably subjected to attempted or actual rape (R 8).
Approximately one hundred and ninety-four residents of Santo Tomas
were murdecred on this date (Exhibit G). Some of the victims wore
able to escape and tell of the brutal and barbaric treatment received
at the hands of the Japancse and the three Filipinos who were accom-
vanying them.

At onc home between sixty-five and seventy men, women, and
children had congregated. About twenty-five were ordered out of the
house and taken to a cemetery. Three men of this group werec taken
to a pit that had been used as 2 latrine by the Japanese soldlers,
were bayonetted, and fell into the pit. One man who fell into the
pit pretended to be dead end was able to escape (R. 12, 14). He
does not know what heppened to the others who had been left at the

conetery (R 14).

fnother group of approximately fifty were taken from their
place of hiding; all were bayonetted and stebbed, thrown into a pile,
saturated with gesoline, and then sct afire (R 17). The only survivor
of this group describes how she was bayonetted four times in the back
and three times in the front: one of the thrusts killing her five
months old son that she wes holding (R 17, 18).
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Another group of fifty were tied and led to a field where
they saw the bodics of twenty men, women, and children who had been
stabbed to death (R 21.) This group was stabbed and other groups were
led to the same spot and also stabbed. Afterwards gasoline was poured
on the bodics and set afire (R 21). One woman suffered three tayonet
wounds on her back, one on the left chest, one on the right chest, two
on her thigh, two on her left arm, and one on her breast (R 21, 22,

Exhibits J, K and L).

The Japanese bayonetted the fiftcen year old daughter of

one woman, who, while holding her onc year o0ld daughter, received
six bayonet wounds herself. The Jaranese were chattering and laughing

as the pile of bodies on top of her were burning (R 25, 26).

From one group two Japanese soldiers with bdlond on their
bayonets took three girlas, the oldest of which was seventecen, into
the bushes wherc the girls begged for mercy and pleaded not to be

abused (R 8).

Another grmup was stabbed, threwn into a dug-out and covered
with dirt. (H 31, Exhibit P).
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