L ." 3
L
* .
+
A
£
P
3

.
" & 'HEADQUARTERS RESTRLCTED
U.S. STRATKGIC BOMBING SURVEY
,  (PACIFIC) =
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INTERROGAITON NO. 457 o PL4CE: - Tokyo
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‘Division o} Origin: Military Analysis.

Subject: Japanese Aircraft.
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Personnel intefro ated and Background. '
Lt, Comdr. OHIRA was born in 1914. He graduated V the eft N
College. in March 1937. In april 1998 he was assign the o
.'Training Uorps (RENSHU KOKUTAL) as 2nd Lieut. He rec®Y¥An3v NS
on

experienee -on carrier~borne attack planes, followed by « meas
. land-based attack planes. ie was then t;ansferred'from.KIbARADZU
to MIHORO, whgre;fpr;ZZ’anths he was attached to a land-based unit,
He was here promoted to Lt. Comdr. In Aygust 1942, he was trans-
ferred to YOKOSUKa 1lst Naval air Technical Arsenal, as a member of
the Air bxperimental Department. His work;hene'gpnsisteqlof test-
ing experimental models of land-based bombers. In 1944 he was

" transferred to a branch of the YOKOSUKA Nav:1 Air Station at MISANA.

Hhere‘lnterrogatéds Meiji Building #oom 340.
~ Interrogator: Ma jor dJohn J.'Driscoli L
Inte?préte?:-.ﬂr. YANOHa;o- i
.Allied‘Officers_PreSGnt: None.
SUMMARY
Lt, Comdr OHIRA was primaril§ familiar with Nevy Bombers.  However,
he also had some knowledge of the airborne raedar equipment, He was, from

personal observation,’familiar with the training of BLKA pilots, and on
~one occasion personally released & BAKA over YOKOSUKA.
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Q. How many flying hours do you-have . :; e .

A. About 3500.

Q. ‘How msny of these hours were in combat? |

A.  Between 400 and 500.

Q. V¥ith which airecreaft are you femiliar? :

A.  TYPE . REMARKS |
Type 97'Carrieréba&edﬂﬂdrpédoﬁchber.~-No cdmbat\éiéériéﬁcéﬁh Use
o e el - A ST i L ..for training onlyym_fln 16859,

P T e 0 b o R g el g ANEF shalOPE the .war.) -
Type: 96 (Modsl 21)”2-e@gine.50mber~' Used ‘in combat. . . : :.
+ - Type 96 '(Model 23) 2-éngine Somber. - Tested superficially. .
“Type 'L, (Models i}1,22 snd-24) . .. . Tested:
=Y. . 2-éngine “Bombers. - &
...«RENZAN 4-Engine Bomber: . == .= Tested
* (Homare Type 24 Engines) '

Q¢ What Radar equipment weas used 0n these”aircréft%

A. Practically the only one in use we.s the Typé 3 Mark Bwadéi'4{Radéf!*;t
apparatus. It was noted for 1ts frequent breakdown.  also,. there, "
were few qualified operators, due to the shortening of the tralning
courses, with the subsequent lack of time for mastering so intricate
a machine., This apparatus was only installed on the Types 1l and 96
land--based bombers. Plans had been initiated to install radar on
all types, but the supply was limited.

Qe Did7you*everée&fryfﬂny guided*misailés“oryspécﬁaiééyfé;bbﬁbsf;'

A., I once carried a+«SAKURA BANA'(BﬁKAD.- 2 xnni;w“fiéiiiéiiglﬁél

Q. What was the purpose of the operation?

A. It was to give the BaKi pilot training, and was done at YOKOS UKA.

Q. hat did the training program ccusist of? |

A. The training was primarily done in the <Zero:fighter. The procedure
was to c¢limb to altitude, &nd to then commence gliding into the air-

" field at & 7:1 angle which was the normal BiKa-gliding eangle. The
engine was throttled down to reduce resistance, and an attempt was
made to land near & predesignated spot (target).

Q. What other training did the Bika pilots receive?

/

i. They were first taught to solo, prior to the lero gliding training.
And after being checked out on gliding into the target, they were
released in the training model BAKA two or three times. '

Q. Were ﬁhere.many losses in the BAKA training?

A. There may have been other losses, but I personally know of one death
" to a pilot of the training-model BAKk. * £

Qe Do you know if these pilots were volunteers?
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| I belleve mest cf them.were.'

What effect dld the BAKA heve on the parent plane?

INTERROGATION - RESTRICTED

o

fhe rérge on the Type 1 (Betty) wds decreased from 2000 to 500~600

miles; and the speed from 230 to 200 knots. This was due to the

g a8 we1ght of the BﬁKA‘whleh'was ebout 2 tons.

Q; At tht speed was the BAKA releesed?

A, At about 140 knots. This was very 1mportant as speeds above or below
this brought about the danger of a collls1on between the BAKA and
mother plane. :

Q. what we's the method of epproaohinthhe target?

A. The BAKA was released at 3000 meters. The'BAh&Lglide angle required
that the altitude of release be 1/7th' of the dlstance of the ﬁerget.

Qe Llst all the alrcraft you have flown and any'defects ahd maintenance
problems. | '

: ; B B g B § : .
A. ---gzge.f Defect | Maintenance difficulty
1. Type 96 land bescd ettack Weak defensive fire- pSince it was an old
plane = T power. 1 20mm and plane the mainten-
| 1 7.7mm gun have an  ance was easy and
insuffisient field feamiliar. They
of fire, could fix 1t up
Performance charac-  guickly.
teristics of the
plane were poors
It had no defensive
power and according
to-my opinion it 1s
an old type plane with
little ¢ombat val ue.
2. Type -1 land based attack weak defensive power . Althopgh the plane
plane It exploded easily was first built in
when hit. 1t had a 1957, the plane was
13mm MG (and was known difficult to re-=
as "one shot fighk.cr.") pair due to 1ts
poor construstion
It was ineffectual which is a result
against B-29s due to of our present
its poor comparitive poor produetion
performance. quality.
3. SHINZAN | "Poor performance
(01d Model).
4, RENZAN - It was thought that a I feel that 1t was
4-motored bomber long range plane was difficult for our
necessary. We were 1in fectories to make
+the midst of testing a large model 4-mo-
and perfecting a new tored plane and
_ model. ~ maintain it adequ-
Q. What are your opinions on &Allied Aireraft?
RES TRICTED 457  =3-
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1, I do not believe that we could surpags..the sqperiorityiefgtpe‘h'
equipment &and the reliability of the allied aircraft due to the great
advances of their productive capseity. .- - .. -0 oo o
2. The defensive power (weapons, armor, ability to keep 1n the air

- after being:hit,-ete) of. the q}}ied:aircrgft;wgs.a;gtgatigdganpage'.

to.them:in combatys. fa s T 0 A R Thele g e B G P

3. The Japanese were pot.able. in their qirggaﬁt*pr?cht}o?hgndﬁdevel-
opment to equal allied hydromechanical and mathematical &?111ty- The
allies made better use of these.technical su.jects in their produc¥

s .

tion. They were not only familiar with mathematics in their labor-

atories, but they.were able to use it in combat.effectively.

CAs-Ip

. -

‘4, More important, Japenese.productive cepacity in sirgraft could

never equal that of &Americe.

" a* .""-

Whaﬁ are your opinions. on & comparison of the defensive gpility;ofhi
Japanese and Allied bombers? '

Sy
L] h'

reviously stated duc torpoor Japsnese production, the equipment

ki
wes poor. Although the Japanese air force has grea’t morale, nemely

. .8.willingness-to:sacrifice,their lives in defense, .the. performance

of our planes was much poorer then those of the Allied forces..
Although we improved the quality of our machine guns, our development

.1 of . defensive cannons for large:bombers and of power gun mounts was

¥
..r'in L ]

‘very slow, ~ furthermore, betéuse there wes insufficient training

¢4

II. ;.'_
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in the sighting andqfiripghgﬁipowprwgunJmounts,I?hg_lo§seq;iq“h§ayyl

;u bomhers: were. .very great,ngﬁ.uniﬁied_glrcraft production progrem,
.throughout the. country is ver

y.-essential.
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