RESTRICTED

HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC EOLEING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTIIASTER, SAN FRANMCISCO
TVTERROGATION NO. (USSES 420) PLACE: TOKYO
NAV. NO. 87 DATE: 27 October 1945

Division of Origins Naval Analysis Division.

Subject: Pirst Air Fleet - Spring 1944.

Captain FUCEIDA, i1TSUO, T.Jel'ay @ PE
and naval aviator was cenior Staff Officer of £

tirst Air Tlket,
7 liarch to 20 June 1944, }
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Where interviewed: Mavy Staff Colleze.,
Interrogators: Captain Steadran TELLTR, Ueoels

Interpreter: It., Cordar. Seynore LILLSTEIV, USIMR.

Allied Officers Fresent: It., Coridre. R.Pe. AIKEI.

SU:L ARY

Captain FUCHIDA provides the organization strength and c¢isposition
of the First Air Fleet at the time of the first UVITED STATES carrier
attack on the LARIANAS 22 Tebruary 1944, This air fleet was in pro-
cess of deploying its units to the IAPIATAS at the tine anc all of
the aprroxirate 120 aireraft in the islancs were destroyed or severely
Garaged

Might aircraft topedo tactics for attack on UNITED STATES Task
Forces were changed radically in February 1944 fror a fori of co-
ordinatec attack vhich required skillful nilots to a lcss corplica-
ted r:iethod.,
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i TRANSCRIPT

Q. Describe tne organization, strength and disposition of the First

Air Fleet on 20 February 19044%
L A. The diagrar: I have prepared shows the information. The First Air
¢ Fleet was in process of organizing and training in JAPAN and deploying
u sorle f its units to the south, hence the figures on strength represent
that to which we were bullding ups The actual strength was about 500
of which 380 were in JAPAN, When your carrier aircraft struck the
[/ARIANAS on 22 February, 120 sircraft had reached those islands and
511 were destroyed or seriously damaged in the course of the attack
or operations ineident there-to. I know that 40 of our aircraft
were lost during attack operations against your Task Force the night
of 21/22 February and that next day 20 were shot cdown and 30 destroy-
cd on the ground., 1 cannot explain the cdifference between this total

of 0 and the figure of 120 lost which appears in the dlazratle.

......

Ey liay 1944 the sctual strength of the First Adr Fleet was only
sbout 400 planes in spite of our atterpts to build 1t up. This vras
duc to the constant attrition in actions with UNITED STATES carrier
forces and in the Central Pacific Islands. None of the First Alr
Fleet's plancs were sent to MEW GUIVEA during this period.

Operational losses during ferrying flights at this time averaged
sbout 10%. The small carriers TAIYO, JUNYO and CLUYO were used to
transport aircraft. previous to this the RASUGA FARU also had teen

used e C.0. - Type A/C
e " et and_strength Fases
o 12T ARE Corps / i.. 1740, Comdre (KALOWI
SUISEI 48 / TINIAN
(Rece) 10
/261 Eir corps/ T. UEDO, Comdr . KAGOSFTIA)
: 7ER0 F. 96 FSARPAY
:__/PBIBir Corps/  h. TAIAI, ConGre (ATSUYAIA)
' ZERO F. 96 GUAM/ 30
t /265 Eir corps/ T. URATA, Comdr,.(SETVCHIKU)
: ZERO F. 96 ~- SAIPAN
' /321 Lir Corps/ T. KUEO, Condre (KitORI)
EKKO 48 /TIVIAN/ 10

43 Rir Corps 1. TLKENAKA, Condr, (TATEYalx)

1st Air Fleeb E ' SHIDEN 96 C_PTNTAN
st Alr RleEE .
1 : /521 Lir Corps/ G. KiLEI, CAPT. (¥ISiR.ZU)

Cormander in Chief GINGL 96 -~GUk1i
K=v§nKU¥§ ool : /523 iir corps/ T.'WﬂBﬁ,6Comdr. (SUZUKA
ce .amira ; SUISEI /TINILN
p Chief Of Staff e (EOElb)g . -2-6__
Y. HIWL s o
Capte. : [ir Corps/ 5, MATSULOTO, Condr. ( KiNOYL)
« Senior Staff : ' ICHISFIKI 96 TINL LN/
i, FUCHIDL : (Torpedo) 40
COI{idI' ® » - " 55 - A = T
. JA021 J1r Corps/ H. AVLNOE/RL, Comdr.(K:iTORI)
(K_{—LNYA—K.[LTORI) | DOUGL..S 48 SII;PLN;

JTINILY 10
Total 816 Lost 120

Note: .
£ 7 rrrived at MARIANL by 20 February
of losses in UNITED STaTES Carrier Strikecs on 22
Februarye
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Q. Do you know why the UNITED 7. TES Carrier Task Forcc was unoprosed
in its aprroach to TRUK on 16 February 1944%

... The first positivec warning of your aprroach was given by our re-
dar detecting your planes 30 ninutes before the first attack. ©O1iX re-
corpmaissancc plancs and bor:bers were sent jrnediately to attack the
forcc. lNone of these plancs returned.

Q. Describe the tactics used by your torpedo planes in attacking UNl-
TES STLTES Task Forces at nighte.

Le (Tefer to Annex L). Until February 1944 a ndthod of coordinatecd
attack was used in which all torpcdo planes attacked from one side as
soon as proper $11lurination had becn provided by illuminating plancs
whieh ¢ropped flares (1,000,000 candle power) a distancc of 3,000 to
5,000 neters on the oppositeside of the force being attacked. This

type of coordinatcd attack rcquired skillful pilotse

In February 1944 the rnethod was changed to one in which the illumin-
ating planes circled the ships to be attacked at a radius of 3,000
to 5,000 ricters anc dropped flares at 20 minutes intervals.  The at-
tackinz planes also circled the ships but at about 10,000 meters
radiuse. When the flare illurination was corrcet for one scction in
position to attack, that section went in without further ordcrse
Thus the attack was prolonged, butb dié@ not requirc a high degrce of
coordination and, therciore, not many skillful pilots. This nethod
was attei pted Wi%hout success againstyour force aporoaching the
RILNAS during the night of 21 - 22 Psbruary 1944.
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Coordinated night torpedo plane attack emplcoyed by Japancsc FMaval
sircraft until February 1944.
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wave forr. of nizht aireraft torpeco attack eniployed after February
e ANMEX A
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