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The National Agricultural Research Buream of the
Ministry of Economie Affairs has estsblished a 3ystea
of exop reporking in China for the foreeask and estimate
of crop production and fur the study of rural eeonomie
changes that affect the nation’s agricultural sitnation. The
information eontained in Crop Reports i3 furnished by more
than 6,000 volunteer ecrop reporters located in approxi-
mately 1,200 hsien (counties} within twenty-two provinces.
It is tabulated in the Department of Agricultural Eeconomies
and published monthly by the Burean.,
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- . Prodoction of Summer Creps, 14 Provinces,

1938 Seoond Estimste
The preliminary estimate on the acreage and
production of the 1938 Sammer Crops, for fourngen
provinces, wag published two months ago in Crop
Reports, Vol. ¥1, No. 8. Based upon that same

acreage estimate, and the Sypteﬂﬂ\gr crop conditions

as reported by the crop reportérs of the Bureau, the
following second estimate has been made on the
production of the 1938 suawmer crops for. Lhe same
fourteen provmces :

According to the crop conditions during Septem-
ber, the prospective praduction of rice in the fourteen
provinces is estimated at 692,063,000 Shi picuks, a
decrease of 2% in comparison with the first estimate;
of glotinous  rice, at 56,265,000 Shi piculs,
approximately the same as the first estimafe; of
kaotiang (sorghum), at 35,893,600 Shi picels, an
increase of 3%; of millet, at 26,441,000 Shi piculs,
a decrease of 2%; of proso-miller, ar 9,639,000 Shi
piculs, an increase of 9%; of corn, at 65,724,000
Shi picals, approximately the same 23 the first
estimate; of soybeans, at 39,851,000 Shi piculs, an
increase of 27,; of sweet potatoes, at 254,120,000
Shi piculs, a decrease of 1% : of cotton {Lint), st
5,419,000 Shi piculs, a decrease of 2¥; of peanuts,
at 19,590,000 Shi picols, a decrease of 4%; of
sesame, at 5,521,000 Shi picalt, a decrease of 5%;-
and of «tobacco lenf, at 8,537,000 Shi piculs, an
increase of 1%, Among these crops, only kaoliang,
prosc-millet, soybeaps, and tobacco luf show some
increase in the prospective production over that of
the previous estimate; while the rest, like rice,
glutinous rice, millet, corn, sweet potatoes, cotton,
peanuts and sesame, all-show some decrease in the
present estimate, - _

According to the crop conditions as reported,
the prospect for ali the -'crops in the fourteen provinces
is not quite 70% of the normal. The prospect for
rice is 73X of the pormal; for glutinous rice, 74%
of the nofmal; and for sweet potatoes, 75% of the
normal. These are considered as the best crops for
‘the current year. They are followed by corn, with a
-prospect of 6 8% of the peormal; kaoliang, soybeans,
and tobacco leaf, each 67% of the pormal; peanunts,
66% of the normml; proso-millet, 64% of the normal:
millet, 62 of the normal; and last by sesame and
cotton, with a prospect of only 59% and S8 ¥ of
the pormal. 'The average crop conditions in  the
diffesent provinces also are pot very promising.
Fukien apd Kiangsi will have crops averaging avound

"75% of tbhe pormal; Chekiang, Kwangtung, Yuonan,

Kweichow, Saechuan, and~ Ninghsia, next, will
avesage 709 of the mormal, Hupeb, Hunan, Tsing-
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bai, and Kwangsi will follow with about 65% of the

normal; and Kansu, Honan and Shensi will be last
with only about 60% of the normal. During the

growing season, crops in Shensi, Kansu, Tsinghai,
and Ninghsia Provinces were  affected by an . early
drought; whereas in Homan, Hupeh, Hunan and ako
in Shensi Provinces, they suffered from an excessive
rainfall. Consequenily, the prospect for crop
productions in these provinces is poor.. Crops in
other provinces were also someWwhat atfected by
adverse climatic conditions, as in Szechuan, and
Yunnan where they have too much rainfall, and in
Chekiang, Kweichow, Kwangtung and Kwangsi where
they have too little rainfall. Only Fukien and

Kiangsi are considered as the two provinces - having
favorable weather and therefore having the prospect
of good crops.

Kwangsi is not included In the fourteen provinces
which have been tabulated. The prospect for glutinous
rice, corn, soybeans, and peanuts is hetter there in
the present estimate as compared with the previous
estimate, and naturally that gives an increase to their
prospective produoctions. But for other crops they
show a decrease in comparison with the first estimate.
The production of rice in Kwangsi Province is
estimated at 44,983,000 Shi piculs; of glutinous rice,
at 4,907,000 Shi piculs; of kaoliang, at 215,000 Shi
piculs; of corn, at 2,026,000 sShi piculs; of soybezns,
at 1,400,000 Shi picnis; of s'g-eet potatoes, at
16,174,000 Shi picunls; of cotton {lint}, at 87000 Shi
piculs; ‘of peanuts. at 2,463,000 Shi piculs: of
sesame, at 67,000 Shi piculs: of tobacco leaf, at
298,600 3hi picals; and of sugar cane, at 4,037,000
Shi piculs. The condition of rice during September
is 357% of the mormal; of glutinous rice, 7% of the
normal; of kaoliang, 61% of the normal; of corn,
62% of the normal; of suybeans, 647 of the norimal;
of sweet potatoes, 12%- of the noimal; of cotton,
62% of the normal- of peanuts, 64% of the normal; -
of sesame, 9% of the normal; of tobacco leaf, 62%
of the normal, and of sugar cane, 73% of the
normal.

AER_KERBHRUNSERBERMGS B
A Comparison of the Second Estimate for 1938 with the
Final Estimate for 1937, 1936, and 1931-35 Average

o gt g B
Compared with 1937

£ & . B FHRR) ® G|
Amounrt % Awmount
1,000 Shi picula} (1,000 Shi piculs}
<M +44 219 + 7 +21.867
¥ F + 1,115 + 2 - 4,502
P~ ¥ + 637 + 2 + 3,343
& + 1,189 + 5 + 2,574
- F + 149 + 2 - 728
b *x - 1,002 - 2 +13,653
* o + 199 4+ 1 + 3,934
i3 3 -2,725 - 8 +52,543
i i 4+ 58% + 12 - 1,413
i F: - .59 ~0.4 + 1,640
¥ -3 ~ 1,539 - 2 - 1,918
- | » - .3 - 7 - 475

WA 2O
Compared with 1936

Ly g T Sty i L1
Compared with 1931-35 Av, C
W& Fiim Tops
Amount A
1,008 Shi piculs:

+ 3 + 827 +'.1 Rice

-7 - 5,266 - 9 Giatinous Rice
+11 + 4,073 + It Kaoliang
+!1 + 403 + 2 Millet

- 7 - 422 ~ 4 Prosg-millet
+256 + 9,556 + 17 Corn

+11 -~ ,1.402 - 3 Soybeans
+33 +62,097 + 32 Sweet Potatoes
-21 + 497 + 10 Cotton

+ 9 + 2,106 + 12 Peanuts

-26 - 1,997 - 27 Semame

- 5 - 2i8 - 2 Tobaceo
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2. Farm Price Indices by Hsien, 1937

‘The most importapt measurable factor that deter-
mines the gconomic changes in the roral districts is
the farmers’ porchasing power. Inorder to build uyp
some barometric measure which will indicate the
rise and fall of the farmer's purchasing power, we
must have: information on the long range price
flucteations of both the agricultural products and the
commodities necessary to the farmers, Beginning
with 1933, the crop reporters of this Bureau were
instructed to collect, quarterly, farm price quotations
for each Janwnary, April, July and October., These
have been computed into price indices and published
in the various issues of the ('rop Reporls. Follow-
ing the outbreak of the undeclared Sino-Japanese

war in July 1937, the ptice teports for July and
October of that year were not all received, and

later, during the evacpation of Nanking, the reports
for January and Aprif of 1937 were all lost, For
the purpose of continuing the series which had already
beaen started, price indices for July and October of
1937 were computed from the records which had
been received. Those for January and April, 1937,
were mathematically interpolated from the indices
for October 1936 and fuly 1937, according to their
respectite  hehavior as exhibited by the seasonal
variations of the past three or four years.

The 1937 farm price indices published in this issue
include the five southwestern provinces, Szechuan,
Yunnan, Kweichow, Kwangsi, and, Kwangtung. Each
province contains the index for rice, wheat, cotton
soybeans, oxen and kerosene. They are prefiged
respectively by the 1936 indices for yearly com-
parisons.

The farm price indices for Szechuan Province
have all been rising, with rice ‘and cotton showing
the greatest tise, wheat, soybeans. oxen, and kerasene
next. Price indices for Yunnan Province have been
tising also, but here wheat and cotton lead, rice,
soybeans, and oxen next, with kercsene least. Also
for Kweichow Province, rice, kercsene, and oxen
have been tising more, and wheat, cotton, and
soybeans less, For Kwangsi Province, wheat has
gone up most, rtice and kerosene next, cotton and
oxen least, with soybeans slightly falling. For
Kwangtung Province, oxen have gone highest, wheat
and cotton next, soybeans lJeast, with rice and
kercsene falling. Generally speaking, the 1937 farm

prices in the southwestern provinces have all gone
higher in comparison with those of 1936. Szechuan
and Kweichow have shown the greatest rise, Yunnan
is next, and Kwangsi and Kwangtung least,

The farm price indices for Szechuan Province
include about seventy. hsien, for Kwangtung and
Kwangsi Provinces, forty hsien, whereas for Yunnan
and Kweichow Provinces, only twenty hsien are

included. They have all been listed in the following
tables for reference, '
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