cUBIECT: FURWIO, Imosuke

DATE OF BIRTH:

15 Noverber 1891

SRRVANENT ADDRESS: Mie Prefecture

FESENDT ADDREES s

1913
cet 1914

vay 1919
Jul 190

Jan 1925

oy 1926

Apr 1929

Lee 199
1935

882 Hotagave, Hara-machi, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo

ctndied at Waseds University but 4id not groduate

Employed by Mawm News /gengy (KCXUCAT' and
the Jepan Times. |

Chief, Peiping Braneh, Iatermat ional News Agency
(KOXUEAL)

Chief, london Branch, Intermational News (K RUSAIY}
remained in london until sbous Cetodber 1926, returning
to Jepan via the mited States

s Emstern Division, Associated Press (IiEND(
SHIVMBUN SHA)}) KOKUSAT was reorgenized to form the
RGO SHIMBUN SHA

Direstor, Home and Foreign ress Buresus, RENC Hevs

vanaging Direstor, DOMET L\

Chief Bditor, Chief of Foreign News tection, and Chief
of Economic Bureau, DOVEIX

Concurrently Chief, Ooaka Bransh, DOMEI
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\ SECRED

Sub 38 FURUNO Tnosuke, dtd 1 Avg 47, contd
Sep 1937 Counsiiloy, Cabinet Informaticn Board

1939-1942 Fresident, Board of Direstors, DOMEI; re-clected
in 1941 end 1944 |

Jul 1939 feoretary, Asia Promption Cormittee
Sep 1939 Preeident, DOMEY
1940 Went to Chine to establish sgeneies of DOMNEY

Nov 1942 ' Tyip to Enst Indies, French Indo-Chims to inspect
brench offices of the DOMEY

1 Jan 1943 Coungilloy, ‘ingapore Journaliste' Association

5 My 1943 Direstor, Japen Broadcasting Corporetion
23 Jwn 1949 Councillor, Tnformation Board

Jun 1544 Membor, Central Liaison Headquerters Committee of the
National People's Novement (National Rally Yovement'

1945 Director, Faflio Broadcasting Corporation (HOSO KYOFAT

2h Feb 1945-  Meuber, House of ‘eers
15 Des 1945

Jun 1945~ Coungillor, Informetion Boerd
Nov 1945 g

RENARKE 3

During the war, subdjeet held sugh important pocets as Councillor of
the Cabiet Information Boerd, Executive Direetor of the Tmperial Rule
Assistanee Associstion (TAISET YOKUCAN ZAI', Oouneillor of the Singapore -
Journalists' Association (SHONAN SHIVBUN KAX, a newspeper syndicate $o
report news in the Singapore area’, amd Diregtor of the Japan Breadeest-
ing Corporation., His POME] News Agenay, with its network of eorrespen-
dents throughbut the Far Esst, was the m-at importent single propegande
ngengy of the Jpansse in Greater Inst Asia before and during the war,

In interrogations conducted by Civil Intelligence Section, sub jeet
reiterated that the majority of hies wartine positions were nominel; #.g8.,
that his attendanee at meetinges of the Cabinet Iaf-rmation Board gnd|of
the National Rally Yovement wasz az an honorary mesber. Hp stated tist
his eonnection with the Japen Broadcasting @orporetion was ae an hondrery

)
}
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FURUNC was arrested on 12 Decamber 1945 and plaged in S‘ugems Priscn
under the jrovisions of Paregreph 7-a, Joint Staff Basie Diregtive {-r

‘ost-Surrender Mi)itary Govermemt in Jepen as :‘3 Novexber 19,5,
Sub joot was released from Sugeme on 31 August 1546,

In an article entitled "The Greater Fost Acia Co-Prosperity cphere

énd the International War of Thought® (fyom collest ion of essays -n
‘The Comstruction of Greater Emst Asia,' dated 30 Jenuvary 1943, subject
Gxpressers hinself as follows:

"The reason why one billion of our pecple have risea to the cause of

this war for Greater Fast Asila is for the future of our rece. They have
daringly sprung wp to orush the power which is threetening the existence

Unlike the Europesn and Ameriecen ccuntries, Jajan 48 not simply an
ASSTessor or a eongueror,; but a lover of peage. Thie is well defined in
the Imperial Froclamation. The negotiations we

preservation of our empire, sndbhet we \
are fighting a rightful war. ve must elvays have faith that the Jap:nese
rage is the one that prectices right.

s + « Japan is changing the history cf the world, and stends in the
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; SECRET Page 4

~ubjs  FURUNC Inosuke., dtd 1 Aug A7, contd

pesition of deciding the direstion of menkind. In the Pacific area
alone, which we have Gooupied, our position has been ectabl ished
&8 being sure of ultimate victory. . . « From now on, the ¥paneee rece

mst unite in strength and make these thousands end millions of different
islands in the Facifie our defemse line for Fast Ania and consider each
islend @8. . an indectructible battleship and aircraft cerrier.

"¢« o o o America is just now beginning to put itsels wholeheartedly
into the war. This is quite naturel; Just beceause they have been

beacten to pieces within half a year does not mean that they, who are
8podlt sons of $he wealthy will awake fyom theisr lethargy. They will not
wake up until they have so indulged in plessure that they ere in wp to
their necks and powerless, I think this is typioal of America,."”

\
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Pernonal History of FURUNU Inosuke

Name ¢ FURUNO Inosuke

Date of Birth i

November 13, 1891

Domicile 3 "I -Ken

1910
May, 1910

1913

Uctober, 1914
Tuly, 1520
Nov, 1623
Jan, 1925
lﬁey. 1926
April, 1929
Dec, 1931
Dec, 1935

Jan, 1936

July, 1936

*
- A . ol e

Graduated from the Higher Course at the FOKUMNIN-E]-
GAXKAI (Netional English Institute), KANDA-u, Tokyo.

Served at the Tokyo Branch of the American United
Press and the (Enplish) Renter's, Ltd.

Left without completing the whole course of the College
pepartment. of Politics and Economics in WASEDA '
University,Tokyo.

Served at the Foreizn Department of the International
Press and the Editorial Steff of the "Japan Times*.

Aprointed the head of the Peking Zranch of the Inter-
national Press.

Appointed tne head of the Ceneral Affairs Section,
International fress.

Appointed the head of the London Branch of the International
rYress.

Appointed manager of the Eastern Section of the United
Press Association.

Appointed the headc of both Home and Foreign Departments
of thne United Press Association.

Appointed the general manager (head: of the Departments
as hitherto) of tne United Presas Aszociation.

Appointed the manecing director of the DUMEI (Allied)
rress (vorporation).

Appointed the head of tue Editorial Staff, Foreign and
Economic uepartments of the Duliki rress.

Appointed the head of the Economic and roreign Department
as well as the head of the OSAKA Branch.of the DOMEI

Press.
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June, 1937

Sept. 1937
June, 1939

July, 19359
Sept, 1939

Nov. 28, 1940
Dec. 12, 1941

kiarch 10, 1942

Feb. 19, 19L3

June 23, 1947

Dec. 26, 194l

a2

Appointed the head of tne Business Department of
the DUNYX1 Press in addition to the above-mentioned
positions held.

Appointed a councillor of the Intelligence Depariment
of the vabinet.

Cormmissioned a director of the uentral League of the
National Spirit Mobilization.

Conmissioned a councillor of the Central lLeague of the
wvational Spirit Mobilization.

Apnointed manager of the Asia Development Committes.
Appointed President of the Dunlii Press.

Appointed a member of the National Lanage Council,
( The Cabinet.)

Arpointed e specialiet member of the Insurance Eoard.
( The Caltinet.)

Appointed a member of the Central Committee for Prince
Formation. YThis coumittee was sbolished by Imperial
vrdinance, No. 114, March 10, 1945. ( The Cabinet).

Appointed a member of the Nomination Committee for
selection of the president of the Association in
accordance with the provision stioulated in Article
6, Press Industry Act. ( The Cabinet.)

Appointed a councillor af the Intelligence Poard of the
Cabin=t.

Arpointed an . extreordinery member of the Investigation
Committee on the Political Treatment of residents in
Forea and Formosa.

Apnointed a member of the House of Peers in accordance
with Yo. } provision, Article I, House of Peers
Crdinance. ( The Cabinet.)

Commissioned a member of the Consultation Council for
National Volunteers. ( The Cabinet.)

Appointed a councillor of the Intelligence Poard of
the Cabinet,

Relieved from the position of a Councillor of the
Intelligence Poard of the Cabinet., ( The Cabinet.)
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April 29, 1940 Decorated with the 6th Order of the Sacred
dreasure for servicies in the "China Incident*.
( The Cabinet.)

Dec. 13, 1945 Relieved as member of the House of Peers at own
request., 3
{
Feb., 21, 1946 Relieved from the nssition as member of the National
Languege Council. ( The Cabinet.)

August 21, 1946 Named as the person who came under the Memorandum,
according to Article I, Imperial Yrdinance, llo. 109,
1946.
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j ' ' 14 July 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Lopez; Capt. Robinsop USN Att. Cmdr. Cole;
Mr. Edwards; Mr. Sutton

FROM : LEDWARD P. NONAGHAN, Chief,
Investigative Division, IPS

SUBJECT ¢ Defense Witness

l. Please find attached hereto list of material available on
the following witness and/or witnesses.

DEFENDANT
TTAGAKT
WITNESS LIST OF MATERTAI AVATIABLE
FURUNO, Inosuke Memo for the file

2e Please acknowledge receipt of this memorandum by initialling
and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300,

)

Inecl EDWARD P, MONAGHAN
(Described above)

W "




Memo for the file:

FURUNO, Inosuke

Requested by ITAGAKT

Is the sub ject of case file # 218

Is referred to in file # 185
217
386
436
436

Ser.,
Ser.,

J. G. Lambert
Investigator

19

15
25




NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 4724

October

6, 1947

DEFENSE - ITAGAKI
FITRIUNO - NDirect

Pace

_—-h

30085
30087

30088

30089

30090

SIRECT EXAMINATION OF FURUNO, Inosuke,
By Mr. Bannoiv __——

* The witness identified and verified exhiblt
3299 as his affidavit. * The affidavit stated that the
witness was formerly president of the Domel News Agency.
He first became acquainted with TTAGAKI shortly after World
war I, at Peklng, where ITAGAKI was agsistant to the

ri1itary Attache.

In April, 1938, the witness was preparing for a
husiness trip to Peking, when KONOYE had a talk with him
and told him that the Sino-Japanese Tncident had become
cerious in spite of the covernment's localization policy.
¥ONOYE said he thousht 1t was urgent to change present
policies to cope with the situation. ToO achieve this,

* the Cabinet must be reformed, and War Minlster SUGIYAMA's
successor must be one who could carry the localization
policy out with entrusiasm. He thought ITAGAKI was well
qualified, and e knew privately that the military also
favored him. Since KONOYE knew the witness was well
acquainted with ITAGAKI, he asked him to visit him in
North Crhina and hear TTAGAKI's opinion about settling the
China Incident and as to his intention 1n case he was

recommended &as Tar Vinlster.

The witness consented to this request and me bt
ITAGAKI in Shantung. then the wiltness asked ITAGAKI's
opinion as to settling the Incident, he sald very earnestly
that they must reach a peaceful conclusion, withdrawing
the entire forces from China as soon as possible. * He
stated he was not qualified for the post of War Minister,
as he was a Jjunlor in the army, and since he had long
served in the line of supreme command he was uninformed as

to administration matters.

The witness thought, however, that ITAGAKI's
acceptance or refusal would depend chiefly on the army's
~ttitude and KONOYE's enthusiasm. The witness reported
the talk to KONOYE by telegram, and on reaching Tokyo gave
a further account and suggested that TTAGAKI had a strong
jesire for the entire withdrawal of the military forces and
a peaceful settlement of the Incident.

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY JUDGE NXYI.

* Then asked if ITAGAKI had caused any troops to
he withdrawn after he became wapr Minister, the witness
stated that Troop withdrawal would take effect after peace
negotiations were successful, but millitary matters were
beyond the province of the witness.




NARRATIVE SUIT'ARY OF THE RECORD

Octoher 6. 1947

DEFANSE

FURUNO

Page

30091

30092

30094

30095

g =

- ITJ!lLG;LI.TI
- Cross

The witness knew that after ITAGAKI became War
Minister, the war in China intensified and extended to
middle and south China. Asked if he kept an interest in
ITAGAKI's speeches and activities after he became War
Minister., the witness stated he did not give particular
attention to ITAGAKI after he became War Minister. He
gave his attention to general conditions.

The witness was in Japan the last part of June,

1938, Asked if he knew that ITAGAKI, in an interview with

Domei News Agency on 26 June, 1938, stated that Japan

* should be prepared to fight for ten more years and he
asked for pOpular support, the witness stated that he had
no recollection of that, but it was possible ITAGAKI said

1t.

When handed exhibit 2197, the witness stated it
was an English news item in the Japan Advertiser. As
English newspapers not only printed stories by Domei, but
also translations of items appearing in vernacular news-

napers of Tokyo, he could not say whether this was a Domei

1ssue. * Since military operations were then continuing,
responsible military persons made public and cofficial
statements that the figsht must be intensified, but at the
same time there were uninterrupted efforts to bring about
neace between Japan and China,

* Exhiblit 3300-A, an excerpt from the ECHOYE
'femoirs, stated that as soon as KONOYE formed a Cabinet
the Marco Polo Bridge Incident broke out. Despite the
policy to localize the affair. hostilities spread to the
entire North and to Central China. During that time the
army attitude was unreliable, and the remarks cf War
Minister SUGIYAMA were Inconsistent. Embarrassed by the
state of things, it was necessary for KONOYE to get a War
Minister who was able to follow the localization policy
advocated by Lieutenant General ISHIHARA, Kanji, of
General Staff Headquarters. KONOYE proposed to the army
that ITAGAKI. whose ideas were generally similar to
ISHIHARA's, enter the Cabinet as War Minister. UMEZU,
however, demanded as a condition that TOJO be appointed
Tice-¥inister., With this condition, KONOYE succeeded in
changing the Minister of War,

Exhiblit 3300-B, an excerpt from the KONOYE
Memoirs, stated * that when Nanking fell toward the end

of 1937, peace negotiations were started with the Nanking

Government through the good offices of German Ambassador
Trautman.

Page 4725
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Def. Doce. NOe 2580

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITEZD 3TATZES OF AMERICA, et al. {@ 2} 9 ?
-« VS8 = |
RAiKI, 3ad £ al at et
:L ‘; » A 113, G 13 B I :
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3'7T0RN D£203ITION (Trenslation)

Deponent: FJRUND, Inosuke

Having first duly sworn an Jath as "n attached sheet
and in accordance with the ovroaocedurs followed in my country 1
hereby deposc as follows.
1), I, FURUNO, Inosuke, was formerly President of the Domei
~ e &

News agencye. a8 the corporation was dissolved after tho close

;f fﬁgfﬁ;}, I left the aforcsald nosition end am now living at
Tamagavara, Chofu-machi, Kita~Tama-gun, Tokyo.

2), It was shortly pfter the end of Great War I, 1921 or 1927
tht I first becamo acquainted with Mr. ITAGLKI. A4t that time

I was staying at Peking, scrving as Chief of the Peking ﬁuruuu

of the Kokusal News agency, and :ire ITaGAKI was also there scrv-
ing as assistant officer to tho military attache to the Japancse
Embassy at 2cking.

3), In april, 1938, ~- I was then one of the Excutive Diroctors

of the ' Domcl News .\ cney at Toky> ==, I was preparing for a

business trip to Peking when Premier KONOYE asked me to have a

talk with him and I met him at his official residence. The

TS e AP IR I R ey st - >
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when T asked hig coinion ag to

»

Def, Doo. No. 2580

Premlier saig to me, "phe Sino«Jaoane

S@ Incident has une

XPectedly
assumed Serious pp

oportions, as you know, in SPlte of the
ment'g lacalizetion Policy, anqg there ig nno Sign of :tg end,
Now I thin; .

to chanze ounw

Govern-

Presont polji-
cles go gg to cope With tho 3ituntion 45 8oon asg bPogslble, Mo
&chieve i the cabinet mugt oJ5 reformed, Tha Succesgor to SUGI -
YAMA, the Qregent Wap Hinihtar,

POSG. L }{n:‘)‘.‘! ppi\,’{]_tul:?

3eem to be 1inp Zavor of the appointmeonk

you (FURUNO) are well-ecqnaintod With LeL QAT

Visit him Where be now 1s, at the Iront in North ChinaJ and hear
his franik and il obinion ahout the Settlement orf the Ching
Incident,

YAM, 4F PI8sible, 7T Consented to hig request;,

4). Aftep that, 1 1ert Tolcs
Ihsien

I met ITAGAKI who was then staying there.

I talkeg With him Sseveral

times very confidentially.

g

hhe S6ttlemint of the Incidunt, he

= O
W T S N At i~



AN th{'} DOSt Of WD,I" Blinister’
he stated that he was not Qualified r

or the post ag he wag g
Junior in the Aarmy and thepre would be

not a few Persons fit for
“nd morcover, ag he baq 1o

line of suoreme

the Position,

ng been Serving in the

command, he was uninformed asg to mattors ine.

Volved in military administratisn

I thought howevor, that his acceptance or refusal woulg

depend chlefly on the attitude of the Army

and the Premior'sg
cnthusiasm,

5), Loaving Ihsiaen I reachod Peking oy way of Tsinan. ang s¢nt
a4 telogram to fremier KONOYR from foking,

reporting the durpo rt
of my talk with ITAGLKI,

Having - my business over at Peking, I returncd t-H Tokyo
at the ond »f dlay, Sbending two op three week's an the tripn, On

79 I met Premiep KONOYRE at the
vate residsnca,

reaching ToHI;

Tokigaisd, his Prie
and gave him

ITLAGAKI, L, sue

military

f'orces from China and the
ful settlcecmant of the Insidont,

On this 1%th day of 3.0t

S ¢y 194Y

AT Tokyo

DX2ON.INT FURUNO

inosuke (seal)
1 °UXe (seal)

DELCE -



Def. Doce. No. 2580

I, BANNO, Junkichilheroby Cc:rtify that the above statement

was sworn by the Doponent, why affixed hig signature and scal

thereto in the »resence of this Witness.,

On the same data

At tho same place

Witness: (signed) BANNG Junkichi (seal)
——t bl 80638l

OATH

In accordance with my conscience 4 swear to tell tha

whole truth withholding nothing and egding nothing,

FURUNO, Inosuko (aoal)
—— e 220G L)
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| 18 July 1947

‘.
fl

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Lopez; Capt. Robinson USN Lttt
Mr. Edwards; Mr, Sutton

Investigative Division, IPS

Cmdr. Cole;
FROM

SUBJECT ¢ Defense Witness

l. Please find attached hereto list of

material available on
the following witness and/or witnesses.

DEFENDANT

ITAGAKI

WITNESS LIST OF MATERTAI AVATIABLE

FURUNC, Inosuke

R

Curriculum Vitae

S

—_.__,.

2 Please acknowledge

and returning attached carbon copy to this office, Room 300

1/

IDWARD F, MONAGHAN
(Deseribed above)

receipt of this memcrandum by Initialling




