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SULLIARY

Lieutenant Conucancer OKALOTO discucses briefly anti-submarine
training, speclal equipment and search anc¢ attack doctrine as ap-
plied to Japanese alrcraft. For additional inforration refer to
Interrogation number USSES 200, Mav. No. 408,
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TRANSCRIPT

Q. Dié the Japanese have a specific development unit whose mise
sion was to experiment with anti-submarine devices only?

L. Yes, at YOKOSUKi, air Croup Anti-Submarine Reseerch Section
(HAN) carried out experiments with anti-submarine detector de-
vices and radar: and also the SAEKI Air Group at SAEK. carried out
experiments. At SAEKI, trainine was given to nilots andé crew who
core from verious units for training with the NAD and radar.
Dxverienced pilots who had receivec research study at YOKOSUKA
were often sent to S,AEKI to instruct others. This training be-
gan early last year in 1944 nt YOKOSUK:ie

Q. Were squacdrons trained as units?

L+ The souacdrons scldom trained as 2 unit. The nearby bhases, such
as SAEKI ané the other air bases, generelly sent 1/3 of their pi-
jots to this traininrg tase end others. This 1/3 would receive
their training an¢ return to the base and enother 1/3 would go.
However, in instances of distant bases such as SINGLPORE, a part
of the pilots and crew were sent to reccive such training; but
this pert would be only =tout 1/10 of the unit and this 1/10 woulad
return to brcse o~nd instruct the others. This method was usec due
to the difficulty in transportation and scarcity of pilots ana
CI'E\Wae

4.

-

Q. Wes this research and treoining conductec ijointly with surface
forcey

L. There wos only one orea where any practicc group was gilven
actual expericnee in search with convoy and that was 1in the BUNGO
STRALITS. Joint training exerciscs were conducted with actual ves-
sels using a teme subrerine for a terget. Experienced pilots fron
outlying bases were rcturned to JAPLI” for this specielized train-
ing and l-ter uscd as instructors at t.e outlying tases.

0. Did pilots otject to enti-subiarinc duty?
4e The pilots otjected and much preferred active corbat.

Q. Lid you rotatc pilots from one type cuty to another? '
Le Lt the beginning of the war when we didn't have reaca ond sl
devices, we rotated their cuty; but later on, beceuse of the
spceinlizotion involved, the pilots and crew wirs fixed,

0. When meking an attacl: on a submarine, were rilots allowed TO
drop deptn charges after the subuiarine disappearccd below the
surface?

( [io YECSe

. Q. How meny seconds after the subrarine ¢isappcared fron sight
were they 2llowed to atteack?
Ae Within 30 scconas,

Q. What cction éid planes that viere not equippec with IMD take
after sighting 2 submarinc that they were unable to a tack?

4e The plcne would drop a merker on the watcr ant £t the saue
tire call for 14D equipnced planes to come out to search. In the
meantime, they would continue to circle to try o d loceste the sub-

marine. The radius of the eirclc w-s approximately 20 miles.

0. Whet speed did you essurme thet the United States stubmezrine
made submerged?

i. If a2 subierine knew thet it hac¢ teen discovered, we assumed
th-t it w-s r~king 10 knots; if it wes submerged at the time of
discovery, it wrs making four knots.,

A. How long did you follow a contect Ecfore you abandonec 1t?

Ae Three dzys 2nG nig:ts.
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Q. Did you use surface vessels to assist aftermaking contect?
Le Yes, Surface veessels were zlways used to cevelop a cortact.,

Qe Were the surface vessels dircected to the cstimated position
of the subnmerinc by i.i.D planes?
.t{L. Y@S.

Qe Whet size of depth tombs dic your aircrsft use?
iillt 250 kg-

Re Dic you octually usc any othcr sirborn wearon besides depth
bombs?

LA We had nothing residcs bombs. The tomb was 2 stondard 250 kg
boirb with a modified flat nose esttachment and = speciel teil, a
nose and tail fusc was uszd.,.

Q. Whot depth setting ¢id you usc?

Ae We used 25 snd 45 k. If the submarire was discovered ncarby
& convoy at periseope ccpth onc¢ inmcdistely subrerged, we cropped
tiic 25 metery if time passed and gmve the submesrine tire to go

to a lower depth, we would drop the 45 rcter bomb.
K

 Lid you érop more tren one depth bomb ot ¢ tine?
» Cnerelly we oropnecd only one, but sorctines two,

b
v

s Vhen droppred two, wiict sprce wes used?

i« None, the bomts were dropned sirultsncouvsly. Onlv oxperienced
» 3 - = t eJ

pllots were allowed to crop =21l bombs 2t once.

Qe LT Whet distrnee from the subrorine wes it necossery to ex-
ploge the Cepth charege 1r ordcr to sink Lthe stbtnrpine?

he Vith the 250 kg torb, it had to hit within 12 msters of the
submerine in order to sink it. The sialler plancs coulpped with
60 kg bonbs hed to nake & €lrcet hit on the subrarine to sink 1t

Re. Estimrcte how mnony subni~rines were sunk by aireraft%

ne In the SOUTH SEi. areca between FORWOS:., PHILIPPINES ané SING-
aPORE, scven sunky in the JAPAN Lrca, wc claincd four sunk. This
is by Joint use of LD 2nd surfacce vessclse, I do not know how
Lany werec sunk by girersft onlys

Qs Whot methoc did the Japancse use in deterwining vhether or
not the submarine was destroved?

&y ONey by 0ll Slick: secconc, bPhbbles; third, debris: and fourth,
sound . '

Q. DLilia the Jopancsc ever consicder the use of rockets ageinst sub-
marines?

Ae There was o tine when we thought tr-t we would like to put roc-
Kets on the planes To usc ereinst subuerines, but we had to dis-
ccrd the plan becsuse the plsnes thot we were using vere few.
socondy Wwe Wwere usinc YscoonCery" cirereft, l.€ss 0l plancs,

Ye L10 you ¢veY nake 2n attgek 20 night with flores?
he YWe never used flarcs agrinst subrarines but we cdicd night 2t-
tacks by racer,

Qe Whot mecans of illuninetior 4id you use?

e There werc no actuasl ottascks nrée cgoinst [regricen submarines
ot nignt by Japenese plrenes: they only practiesd reancuvaers in
that respects However, they made potrols £t night.

Qs Dig you ettenpt to rerk resder contoet with float lights?
ke We dropped an scctylcne gas flesre which rede contast with the
WZLer ana bturned.,
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s HOw long did it Burn?
A. The small one lasted thirty minutes and the large one five te
slx hours.

Qe How much did the larme one weigh?
A. Four kilograms.

Qe In regard to IAD gear, assume that the pilot was flying at 50
meters, what depth below the water was it expected to detect a
submarine?

A+ With good equipment, pilots and crew, 250 r.eters maximum.

Qe What is the normal radius of detection of the MAD?%
A. 150 meters. '

o~

Qe Wher flying in forration making a IAD sweep, what was the ¢is-
tance between planes?
A. 50 to 100 meters.

Q. When sweeping in advance of a convoy, did you keep station
on the escort vessels?
A, Yes.

Qe Is the aluminum slick automatically dropped as soon as the air-
craft 1s within detecting distance?

he Yes, It is automatically cropped; by the IAD gear. As soon

as the contact is race, a red¢ light is flasl'ed on to warn the pi-
lot and the alwrinum slick 1s ¢rorred irrediately. The distance

of the slick from the submarine ceperds upon the depth of the sub-
marine and angle of approach of tite aircraft. The free travelling
of the slick between the aircraft and the water is computed; using
a system of tatles which incorpor:sted speed and altitude.

R. After making the second turn in the liD pattern and reaching
the 90° to the original track, is an effort made to pass directly
between No. 1 and Mo. 2 slick? (NMote: TFor diagram of psttern
see Interrogation NAV. 48)

A. Yes, this pattern can also be executed by two planes; in which
case the second plane atteppts to lead the first slick at a dis-
tance of atout 150 [, while flying perpendicular to the track of
the Iirst plafie.

Qs Using this syster could you detect submarires at speeds above

‘ four knots?

. A. A4 single plane can not track a submarine making rore than

: four knots; however, two planes working together can track sub-
marines at any speed that might be used. The size of the tri-
angle formed by the slicks depends upon the speed of the submarine,

R« How were the LLAD marke~s distinguished as to pattern?
A. We used three separate colors of aluminum powder.

s Was any effort mace to drop the tomb sutomatically with the

i ADY

A. There was no effort macde to drop thc bomb automatically. It
was impossible to achisve accuratec bonmbing.

Qe Were anti-subrarinc aircraft fitted with racdar seazrch recceivers?
he Installation was mace in some units beginning December 1944,
Priority was glven to carrier task force planes ané the anti-
submarine plancs were not conrletely zquipped. 1 do not krow the
performancce obtaincd,
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