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- . HEADQUARTHRS
UeSe STRATGIC BOMBING SURVLY
, ~ (PACIFIC)
C/Q POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS NO., 33) PLACE, TOKYO

.. (NAV=7) . .. - . DaTh 15 Oct. TIME 0930.
Division oflOriginé Né%éi Aﬁalyéis Division. I
Subjéct: Occﬁéa%ion of PHiLIPPINES and:DUTCH BaST IEbIES.:‘
Personnel interrogated.and background of each:

VICE ADMIRAL SHIRAICHI, Kazutaka, IJN, RETIRED; was Chief of oStaff
of the Second Fleet from December 1941 to Mﬁrch-l9451'operating in
the South-iest Pacific. He was then assigned to the Naval Staff
Academy in TOKYO.as .an instructor. In beptember 1945 -he assumed
command of the Seventh Cruiser Squadron operating in the PHILIFPPINES
Area and held that position until Uctober 1944, From:Ccotober 1944
until the end of the war he was Chilef of Merchant.Crews in TOKYO.

where interviewed: &KRoom 722, MEIJl Building.
Interrogator: T.H. MOORER, Commander, USN.
Interpreter: S, MILLSTEIN, Lt. Comdr., UoNR.

Allied Officers Present: Brig. Gen. Grandison Gardner, Uda; Lt. Comdr.
,de Ao Field, dJr,, .UdiiR.

SULMARY

The Second Fleet (Vice Admiral Kondo) was assigned the mission of
supporting the invasion of the Fhilippines, Netherland Lest Indies and
British Malaya. The fleet rendezvoused in the INLaND oha about the
middle. of November 1941. About 23 November the fleet sortied from the
INLAND SEA and proceeded south towards FORMUSA. There a dispatch was
received establishing "D" day and the move on the rhilippines was
initiated. | |

During the approach to the Fhilippines, no attack was expected and
none received. Probable attack by B-17s was GXpected_within'the €00
mile circle. To reduce the weight of thece attacks land based planes
from- FORMOSA were assigned the mission of destroying American Alr Power
on the ground. This they succeeded in doing and consequently no major
unit of the Fleet was damaged in the Philippines operation.

The Second Fleet was divided into various task forces as the move
southward into the East Indies progressed. although the Battle of tThe
JiVL SEA was a victory for the Japanese, Admiral ShlIrelCnl considered
that the Japanese used poor tactics and were unnecessarily delayed by
the battle. |

The entire campaign went exactly according to plan except tor &
few small delays caused by submarine attacks and fuel o1l shortage.
Total losses suff'ered by the vapanese were less than expected.

TR&NSCRIPT

Q. Have you been interrogated previously relative to the campalgn 1n
the Philippines in 1941-427

Ae This is the first time..




. by the Grand Fleet.
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genéfal;planning prior to the out-

were you actively engaged in the . |
aign of the rhilippines and Bast Indies?

break of the war for the camp
Graﬁd'Fiéetﬂail.thé plans were made
I merely carried out orders according to the

I did not takB-part,inlghalovgr—allrplanning.

'As the Second Fleet ‘was under the
plans provided.

ere you femiliar with the general plans .for the entire tacific oper-
etions? were you aware of the Pearl Harbor strike? A *
I had complete instructions sent from headquarters.

L\ i

Will you cive me a'brief ummary of the various forces into which the
Japanese Fleet was'divided? e A N

ri:"r"l .
£

d 1nto five fleets as followes™ e’
4 Flt — BB'S, CA's, CL's, DD's3 3rd Flt =:CV¥'s; 4th
Wiake and Guam) 6th Flt - SS. Fdrces:were'reasigned
as necessary to various Fleets. | SR £ F5 yp

1st F1t = BB's; 2

Do you recall the exact date for "Y" day?

[ don't know. I will find out.

What were the five rendezvous points of Ll
commencement of hostilities?

various fortes priér to
T , Yo 3 4 »
Fleet One and Two assembled 1n the Inland Sca, the other two rendez-
vous were kept secret bub I believe that the Third Fleet rendezvouscd
ot Hokkasido, the Fourth Fleet sonsisted aof small ships 1in the Guam
wake area. L am not sure aboutb the Sixth Fleet.

when did the Sacond Fleet assemble in.the Inland Sea preparatory to

leaving Jupan’?

l_don't'knowfﬁhé exnct date, but-will try to find out, The approx-
smaete date of “the rendezvous Wwas about a manth before the start .of
the war, and 1 think the fleet left the inland Sea about two weeks
before the start of the War. '
wes the Second Fleet when the or Yl

where ders were recelived from Gene

Right'aftcf'they lef't Bako fCSO&dO;uQ_Lugy regélved'the orders estab-
Tasppnp U DEye . : - g |

Lo you know who' thought. of the attack on Fearl Horbor and who worked
out the plans? o REEH g 4

1 heven't the slightest 1dea who devised the plan.

sibi lity of ‘the
Duteh hast Indies without attacking Fearl

Do .you know 1if any thought was given to the pos
Japancse moving into: the
Harbor at allt

[ did not know that the wer was goling to break out at all anc did not
mow the sctual plans. I-thought that the differences would Dbe
settled by n&gotiution and that there must have becrn & way out For
Japan rather than to go into wars
Were you surprised at the outbreak of the war?
I thought war should have been &avolde
did my utmost to carry Ou

é,'but'ohCG the war sterted Y8
+ the orders I reccived.




Transcript of querrogation'(Vice'Admiral Kasutaka -SHIRKICHI, . AP

- o= 2 L] - = il . - . - ——

He

. r— e = - Lo -8 E—— L -~ e Aol — = —— — — —— e -

1 was not surprised at the start of the war. I realized that the

situation_h&d deteriorated.

Do you remember approximately how' many airplanes were -in the 11th
Air Fleet? 1 & | Ve S -

I do not know.

were Army and Navy Planes engaged in the Philippines and Dutch Rast -
Indies campaign?

Yes.

In general was the Japanese Navy Pilot considered superilor to the Army
Pilet’ . - S .

Yes, the Navy Pilots' are better.

Describe the movemenfs.of the fleet from Bako down to the rhilipiness,

what reaction was expected from the U.v, Fleet?

I' didn't think the American Fleet would atteck the Second Fleet.
Strong opposition from American based planes in Nichols Field was
expected.

ifter receiving news of the success of Pearl Harbor, was the plan
for the occupation of the rhilippines changed? |

There was no change in the plan.

During the rhilippines operation, did you expect the U,b. fleet to be
reinforced? | - S B

Yes, i expected reinforcements from the states but 1 thought it would
take about cne month for reinforcements to come to the rhilippilnes.

At what time during the approach to the Philippines did you expect the
attack by aircraft? |

The fleet was alerted when 600 miles away, attack by R-17 was expected
but L didn't think it would be severe.

During the approach did you have &alr coverage from Formosa?

I didn't expect any direct reinforcements from the Japanese land based
air but expected indirect coverage. That is destruction-of B-17's on
the ground before they could take oft, '

LUid the planes which attacked Nichols Field take off from Formosa?
They all came from Formosé.
Army or Navy planes?

Both. I knew nothing of the ailr operations but knew that the fleet
was going to get & certein amount of air force assistance which was used.

On December 10th there were about 200,000 tons of allied shipping &t

Manila Harbor. why was this 200,000 tons of vital shipping ailowed %O
escape?

Rezsons were:
1. The duty of the airplanes was o attack aAmerilcan

planes,
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. 2= Foor intellligence regardlng thc fact that the-ship-

ping was there. ¢ ol o
- - 3. The attack was not in the plans thlu is thb first
news that I heve of-such shipping. ' The general plan was' to knock. out

only those offensive weapons which might be used against the Japanese,

what ship was the Admiral in? - pilall S BT 44
gtégafccﬁ)lfﬂ wai;wii?n? gie el g g i BBl 4 ;~;; Gl o R
id the American boats attack the dJapanese fleet?. BT
The maln bodv of the fleet wao[not attacked by =1 1 o )

nas the bccond Pluct ;ttackcd %y'B-l7's? = T i
ns far as I know there was no attack byrB=lPlsyrrLliv vvui = 030 o

‘wes any damege’ at: all sufiuztd by: thu-bbcond ble ct? oI

The destroyers were dumagbd by ulrplun@L a8 tkLy ant 50 close to the
shore ‘to trensport troops. Big ships: didn't go mear!.the shHore. Une
light -cruiser Was damaged:however. = - . 5% % A PRI A antE

£nd the heavy cruiser and battleship weren't demaged?

j_'q,o' o e . “ b o ‘

why did not the movement from the +hilippines south: procegd. at. fuster
pace’?

iostly due tc the fuel supply. fbb chartavc of fUtl me db the move-
ment very slow. lhe Lumplq fleut had to go around formos in order
B OGlthT tku furl iy LRt .

Lo you feel thbt the occupation of the fhlllpplnzs ard Lutch hast
‘Indies went' exactly according to plan as far as: tlmb was concerned?

There was a deley about one weck but no more, otherwise 1t went
geedrdineg "bo Pplan,. - v BurT E - - -

was the loss of ships and personncl more or less then expected?

'
-

Lbub thdn expected

il i

Lo vou know - wh&t t}pe-df'&i%pluncﬁW&ttuckédtﬁhe'nepulse'and.ﬁrince
o1 “cJ.lCS? 6 . ¥ ' i : - -

Navy ‘planed,” lend baFedd 1 ¢ Hiom oo non U I i G

Did thc destruction of thesc¢ two battleships:change the plans-for the
occupation of dingepore?

Lid notchanlc the planq but the eliect on Umpupﬁot morulc Was Vnry
gl‘&:dt. : o | ' |
Lid you expact thu Brltluh to prlubl those ships¥
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where were the planes that attacked the Prince of wales based?

Saigon. " o asidiyrie ol T e e
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the carriers teake part?

At what time during the over-all campaign did

de
when did they Jjoin the fleet?

te when the CV aireraft participated,

4. I don't remember the sctual da
wctuelly in the dulu LEa Ar€d s

but it was not until the fleet was

J. what places did the carrier airplenes ettuack?

cked Colombia, Darwin, and others
d plenes from the light
y case

A. The planes from the task force atte
that I can not recall. The small carrier base
carriers (sea plane tenders) opersted in conjunction 1n ever

with land based planes future attacks.

Uid the Dutch react &s expected durlng the invasion of the Philippines

and Nobels?

\Q, o

4. I thought the combination of the american and butch forces would
furnish stronger resistance.

Qe whet loss was suffered by the Japanese in the Mukassar Straits on <4

)

JUnNe ¢

A; I do not know thé details.

Q. Can you get that informetion’

A. Yes.
Q. Did this action delay the  Japancse advancement!?

A, Yes, but do not know now long?

Do you consider thhkt the american and Luteh submarines delayed the
campaign in anyway? | |

A. To a ereat extent, One time I received a report that the planes s&aw
12 to 13 submerines but the fuct was that there Wwere whales. 1t took

2 or & days to make sure, which caused & certain amount of delay.

Q.

J. Did you cxpect that sdditional aircraft would be flown into Jeva from

Akustralial

e know that the american heavy cruiser Houston wus

Q. Lid thec Japane
o 2/5 of their 8" guns 1in operation? °

damaged and only ha

A. No.
r Boise ran eground and had

4, Lid you know that the other american Crulse
‘?

to be dispatched from the area:

A. No,

upied Ball there was a night action with the
two destroyers were sunk and two Crulsers

s sustained by the Japanese?

Q. After the Japanese had occ
Dutch and smerican shlps,
damaged, do you know what demage W&

d the damege wes onc destroyer

Four vapanesc destroyers took part un
were involved.

J;LI
sunk and one damaged. NO Japalesc crulsers
now thut the lLangley was

Ligd the Commander of the Second Fleet
recraft reinforcements?

Qe
£lia to dJava with ai

coming from &ustr

o B
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There weren't bnough forces Vullublu to make an invasion wlithout

No.
How wag it discovered?
By search planegs.

what is your estimste of the damage suffered by thb combincd Dutch
Aamerican and Brltlsh bl et 1n thu ba ttlo of d“va vea?

[ wes not On‘thé'scenﬁ;'”f heard the result of'the battle end thought
that, "The bettle should not hcve lasted so-long", Japencse strategy
was ;unskillful.,

bl v sd

whet demage was suffered by the Japanese Fleet?

bevbrainéh{pé'damagédrﬁﬁt no ships ‘dunk.
Do, you know how the Sritish ships tncounter, bkxeter and the americun
destroyer Pope, werd sunk while enroute to  boembu . -Straits?.

I know of it, but don't know whether it wes by land buscd plunes or
submarines, I think thet they were sunk by submarines before they got
to the oStraits.

aAre you familiur with the zction in which the American heavy cruiser
Houston was sunk?

I do not know the deteils, but L am sure thet there was a .record of
that battle. I will get the record if L can.

L]

after the occupation of the Lutch bast Indies was completed many of’

the merchent vesscls retlrhd to Freementle. Thére warﬁ-scveral_thous-_

and tons of shipping without fuel. why didn't the. Jupancese send a
striking force to sttack those ships?

i
’

Lt wes thought that tnerg'mlgh be women and children on'the ships so
we were afraid of ubtucklﬂi the ships, «nd «lso’ our plans took care

of immobilizing. your offiensive weupons only.

Did you rcelize that the entire western coust of austrulia was defen=-
seless?

Yes,

nas any consi&ération'givan to tﬁu possibilityfgf-invading thc western
ocst of australia?

over expunsion of limited forées.

Wwere Army troops used at vava?

Yese

were thuru any lessons lecined in this entire. campaign, which caused
the Jupanese to change thieir pluns for future operations?

Nothing dhqnged,thEioﬁur-all Pl&n.V

will you furnish me with & list of officers who wmight know something
of this QQtion? | ' . Ly & ; ¥ _ .

*

I will try to obtain such names.

<
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Qe after the occupation of the fast Indies

did you move into the Solomons
and New Guinesg?

. nf'ter the campaign I returned to Japan with the second fleet, the

entire fleet was sent into dry dock in &pril just prior to General
Doolittle's attack.




