Monthly Report, May 2025

Programs

Instructors Juana Maria Rodriguez, Katie Holt, and Alma Lopez (L-R), along with Wiki Education's
Helaine Blumenthal, present about teaching with Wikipedia at the Latin American Studies Association
conference in San Francisco, May 2025.

Wiki Education's Helaine Blumenthal, Andrés Vera, and LiAnna Davis joined instructors Juana
Maria Rodriguez, Katie Holt, and Alma Lopez to participate in the Latin American Studies
Association conference in San Francisco. Wiki Education had a booth in the exhibit hall where
we met prospective instructors who teach in Latin American Studies, and Helaine and the

instructors lead an engaging panel discussion about using Wikipedia as a teaching tool in the
Latin American Studies classroom.
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(L-R) Colleen McCoy, Brianda Felix, and Helaine Blumenthal at EduWiki 2025 conference in Bogota,

Colombia

Helaine, LiAnna, Brianda Felix, and Colleen McCoy also traveled to Bogota, Colombia, to
participate in the EduWiki Conference 2025. LiAnna was a lead organizers in her volunteer
capacity as chair of the Wikipedia & Education User Group, and the other three attended fully
representing Wiki Education. Helaine and Brianda both gave lightning talks and led a
well-received workshop on scaling education programs. LiAnna gave an opening day keynote as
well as leading a how-to session on the Programs & Events Dashboard and Visualizing Impact
tools. It was a great opportunity to learn and share from other education program leaders
worldwide.

Wikipedia Student Program

Spring 2025 in numbers:

e 368 courses were live on the
Dashboard. Performance at a glance: With 5.59

e 6.63K Students were enrolled @ million words added, we exceeded our
in a Wikipedia assignment. goal of 5 million.

e Students added 5.59M words
and 53,800 references to

Wikipedia. They contributed to
6,500 articles and created 529 new entries.

May is the month when the majority of our classes finish for the spring term. We could not be
more pleased with the work our students did in Spring 2025! This cohort added more than 5.5
million words to Wikipedia in just a matter of months, no small feat! They improved topics ranging
from Art History to Genetics, and everything in between. Thank you to all of our faculty and
students from this spring for your hard work and dedication.

With spring classes wrapping up, the Student Program team turned its attention to the Fall 2025
term. A great deal of work goes into the classes we bring on each year, and it's never too early to
begin planning. While Senior Program Manager Helaine Blumenthal, Engagement Manager


https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/campaigns/spring_2025/programs
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Boston_College/Art_from_the_Renaissance_to_Modern_Times_(Spring_2025)
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/University_of_Western_Ontario/Advanced_Genetics_(Winter)

Andrés Vera, and Communications and Outreach Coordinator Colleen McCoy began
brainstorming for the fall, Wikipedia Experts lan Ramjohn and Brianda Felix began to close out
our spring classes. Each term, we review all of the classes in our program as part of our ongoing
efforts to improve our support. This critical step helps us to identify important trends and gather
key statistics about our faculty and students as we continually revise and modify our resources
and tools.

Scholars & Scientists Program

Courses in progress:

e WITH-7: Our seventh WITH course continues, with participants focusing on disability
articles. Take a look at their work on Neurodiversity and labor rights and Brain
computer interface to see their work.

e WITH-8: Work continues in our eighth WITH course as well. This group is developing
drafts in their sandbox, finding sources, and refining them before they go live by the
end of June.

e 250 by 2026-1: Articles are going live in all three of these courses. In this section,
one article, Mabel MacFerran Rockwell, has been accepted for Did you know (DYK).

e 250 by 2026-2: These editors are also doing some great work. Check out the article
about Caroline Quarlls, the first enslaved person to travel through Wisconsin using
the Underground Railroad in the 1840s. The article for Ginger Coote Airways also
saw significant improvements.

e 250 by 2026-3: These editors are making some great edits to articles as well. Take a
look at the precision of edits in the Erie canal article. Similar, but different, are the
contributions to Lakeview park.

Communications

Blog posts:

Wiki Education joins the STEMM Opportunity Alliance (May 7, 2025)

Textiles, Architecture, Protest: Students bring Islamic art to Wikipedia (May 16, 2025)
Announcing: Impact Visualizer 1.0 (May 21, 2025)

Small edits, big impact: Students improve coverage of historically excluded figures in
STEM (May 28, 2025)

External Press:

e UCSF's Azzam to lead committee focused on improving Wikipedia's coverage of
health-related topics UCSF Weill Institute for Neurosciences. (May 2, 2025)

e Wikipedia in the Classroom David Pefia-Guzman. American Philosophical
Association. (May 8, 2025)

e Open source: How a classroom assignment can help improve Wikipedia Jennifer
Micale. Binghamton University News. (May 20, 2025)

In addition to new stories shared through the Wiki Education blog, Communications and
Outreach Coordinator Colleen McCoy published two new testimonial YouTube shorts to promote
the Wikipedia Student Program: 1) a particularly popular video featuring 16 faculty participants
from our Wikipedia Student Program who describe the Wikipedia assignment in just 3 words; and
2) an individual testimonial by Dr. Shira Klein (Chapman University), who explains how the
Wikipedia assignment creates real-world impact. Colleen continues to pitch and support external
coverage of Wiki Education feature stories — at least three pieces featuring Wiki Education


https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/WITH_Wiki_Scientists_7_(Spring_2025)/home
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/WITH_Wiki_Scientists_7_(Spring_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=958525179
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/WITH_Wiki_Scientists_7_(Spring_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=52274830
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/WITH_Wiki_Scientists_7_(Spring_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=52274830
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/WITH_Wiki_Scientists_8_(Spring_2025)/home
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-1_(Spring_2025)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mabel_MacFerran_Rockwell
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-2_(Spring_2025)
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-2_(Spring_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=953698853
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-2_(Spring_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=956371531
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-3_(Spring_2025)
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-3_(Spring_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=10046
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-3_(Spring_2025)/articles/edited?showArticle=953808623
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/05/07/wiki-education-joins-the-stemm-opportunity-alliance/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/05/16/textiles-architecture-protest-students-bring-islamic-art-to-wikipedia/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/05/21/announcing-impact-visualizer-1-0/
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https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/05/28/small-edits-big-impact-students-improve-coverage-of-historically-excluded-figures-in-stem/
https://psychiatry.ucsf.edu/news/ucsfs-azzam-lead-committee-focused-improving-wikipedias-coverage-health-related-topics/
https://psychiatry.ucsf.edu/news/ucsfs-azzam-lead-committee-focused-improving-wikipedias-coverage-health-related-topics/
https://blog.apaonline.org/2025/05/08/wikipedia-in-the-classroom-david-pena-guzman/
https://www.binghamton.edu/news/story/5592/open-source-how-a-classroom-assignment-can-help-improve-wikipedia/
https://youtube.com/shorts/h20dkoNGZIY?feature=shared/
https://youtube.com/shorts/OCc5p8VqwOg?feature=shared/
https://youtube.com/shorts/OCc5p8VqwOg?feature=shared/

programs and participants were shared across university and academic association news
platforms this month (see External Press section above).

In support of Wikipedia Student Program recruitment, Colleen developed outreach emails
throughout the month for different segmented instructor audiences, established an outreach
email calendar for Fall 2025 returning and first time instructor recruitment with Helaine and
Andrés, and supported the well-attended Teaching with Wikipedia webinar on May 28.

Advancement

Kathleen Crowley, Director of Donor Relations, secured a slot for the STEM Funders Network's
Power of Influence webinar in September 2025. This will be an opportunity to present with Paula
Golden, the President of Broadcom Foundation, instructors, and students to share the impact of
our initiative to add and improve Wikipedia articles about underrepresented STEM leaders to a
STEM funder audience. Kathleen facilitated an initial conversation with StarNet, who Frank
Schulenburg, Executive Director, subsequently spoke to about getting clients trained in adding
their content to Wikipedia. Kathleen, LiAnna, Chief Programs Officer, and Lauren Batten, Senior
Institutional Giving Officer, spoke with John Tracey at the Simons Foundation on Zoom. He is
interested in reviewing a brief pitch about Wiki Education's 10-year anniversary celebration
conference for the Year of Science that they helped launch. Kathleen has begun drafting the
concept note. She has continued to spend a good portion of her time prospecting and reaching
out to new and previous funders for their interest in our work, as well as reviewing and guiding
Lauren's prospecting and outreach efforts, including those affiliated with the STEMM Opportunity
Alliance, those in the arts and humanities space, and those from our list of foundations with the
top 100 largest endowments.

Lauren Batten, Senior Institutional Giving Officer, reached out to 14 foundations. Of these, she
received two declines in alignment, and two replies to have introductory conversations in June
2025. Lauren also began drafting an initial Letter of Intent (LOI) for a foundation's June/July
consideration of general operating support. Lauren dedicated time to build further prospecting
lists for Kathleen Crowley, Frank Schulenburg, and LiAnna Davis' review for Lauren's subsequent
email outreach.

Technology

This month, Chief Technology Officer Sage Ross explored tools for measuring the rise of Al
usage among Wikipedia Student Program editors, and prepared a dataset of newly created
articles from each term to test with Al detection tools. A preliminary analysis using the Pangram
Al detector will be conducted in early June.

For the summer round of Outreachy internships, we will be working on improving slow
Dashboard routes with Abishek Das, a developer who has been contributing to the project as a
volunteer since 2023. This project is being co-mentored by Sage Ross along with our recent
intern Formasit Chijoh. Abishek's project officially starts in June, but he's already busy preparing
his first set of pull requests for it.

Software development contractor Gabina Luz made a number of optimizations to fix bottlenecks
in the new statistics generation architecture, and began removing the Dashboard's dead code
that was superseded by the new architecture. Sage Ross, as part of a research project on new
ways of tracking Wikimedia impact, implemented a new program type — Individual Editor — that
simplifies the Dashboard interface for use cases where a single editor's contributors are the
focus.


https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Developing_Wikimedia_Impact_Metrics_as_a_Sociotechnical_Solution_for_Encouraging_Funder_and_Academic_Engagement
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Developing_Wikimedia_Impact_Metrics_as_a_Sociotechnical_Solution_for_Encouraging_Funder_and_Academic_Engagement
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Developing_Wikimedia_Impact_Metrics_as_a_Sociotechnical_Solution_for_Encouraging_Funder_and_Academic_Engagement#New_%22Individual_Editor%22_program_type_on_Programs_and_Events_Dashboard

We also announced the official 1.0 release of the Impact Visualizer, and began encouraging
members of the global Wikimedia community to use it.

Finance & Administration

The total expenditure for the month of May was $201K, +$22K over the budget of $179K.
Fundraising was over +$7K, overspending +$7K in payroll. General & Administrative were over
+$7K due to overspending +$10K in payroll and +$5K in professional services, +$4K in state
filings budgeted in June and +$1K in equipment, while underspending ($3K) in indirect
expenditures and ($10K) in board meetings expected in June. Programs were over +$8K due to
overspending +$20K on payroll and +$3K in indirect expenditures while underspending ($6K) on
travel, ($4K) in outside services, ($4K) in communications and ($1K) in software.

Expenses May 2025
Actual vs. Plan
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The Year-to-date expenditures were $2,250K, +$70K over the budget of $2,180K. Fundraising
was under ($35K) by underspending ($2K) on payroll, ($2K) indirect expenditures, ($9K) on
travel and ($31K) on professional services while over +$7K in marketing and +$2K in software.
General & Administrative were over +$44K due to underspending ($9K) in travel and ($5K) in
professional services, while overspending +$31K in meetings, +$20K on office equipment +$5K
indirect expenditures, and +$2K in occupancy expenditures. Programs were over +$61K
comprised of underspending ($4 1K) professional services, ($11K) in communications, ($5K) in
software and ($4K) in indirect expenses, while overspending +$2K in computer equipment and
+$123K in payroll.


https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/05/21/announcing-impact-visualizer-1-0/
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