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Wikipedia is primarily available for only for those 
with Internet Access, or <30% of the world

● 8% broadband 
penetration globally

●5B people without 
access to Internet

●71% of developed 
economies are online

●21% of developing 
economies are online

●9.6% of Africans have 
access to Internet

Source: ITU, 2010



How to reach the 95% of the world who 
doesn't currently access Wikipedia

MOBILE OFFLINE

Reach Participation QualityReach Participation Quality



CONTENT: Selecting the Wikimedia 
content to be displayed offline 

1

STORAGE: Packaging the selected  
content in a standard file format 2

READER: Accessing the stored 
Wikimedia content via a 
platform 

3

DISTRIBUTION: Spreading 
the package into areas that 
need it!

4

Offline solution pipeline

Reach Participation Quality



General steps to content 
package creation



● Take the material as is (“snapshot” of current 
Wikipedia)

● Create specialized selection using “Collections 
extension” on Wikipedia

● Create specialized “content packages” 
(e.g., “Wikipedia for Schools”, “Wikipedia 1.0”)

● Google Summer of Code project: move tools to help 
create these specialized packages within Media Wiki

1 Publishing offline Wikipedia materials

z
New 

Feature!



2 Storage: New options; improved options!

PDF

ZIM

ePub / 
MOBI

Books! Print!

Computers! 
Mobile phones!

Ereaders! 
Kindle!



http://www.kiwix.org/index.php/Volunteers_program

By Wilfredor (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (www.creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0) or GFDL 
(www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons

Kiwix: allowing access without Internet

● Kiwix for Android

● Measurement 
tools

● New website

● Bug fixing

3



Distribution: Huge opportunities!4



Distribution: We need specialized content!4

Location specific:
India
Kenya

Language specific:
Spanish
Portuguese
Thai
Indonesian

HELP!



Volunteer options

“How to” guides Publicity

Distribution Fundraising
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