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PM20 - largest public press archives worldwide
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20th Century Press Archives

25.000 thematic dossiers (c. 1908-1949) about

 General subjects and events
 Persons
 Companies
 Products

with more than 2 million pages scanned during a DFG funded project 
2004-2007 and available online



Long term sustainability?

Specialized 
application for 
discovery and 
access, 
architecturally 
outdated and 
expensive to 
maintain
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Moving PM20 to the Linked Open Data Cloud

Aims of WikiProject 20th Century Press Archives
• link all folders of the collection to Wikidata, providing access to 

sources to Wikimedia projects and the general public
• add metadata from the folders (e.g., persons' birth dates) to the 

linked Wikidata items
ZBW will maintain
• Storage of digitized images, accessible via DFG Viewer or, in future, 

IIIF viewers
• Static „landing pages“, which will serve as reference for the

metadata integrated into Wikidata
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LOD-based infrastructure for the data donation

 Custom SPARQL endpoint with PM20 data 
 Federated queries on that endpoint and the Wikidata Query Service
 Scripts transforming the output to QuickStatements input
 Data loading via QuickStatements, complemented with reference 

statements

Blog post on ZBW Labs, with links to all query and script code:
http://zbw.eu/labs/en/blog/20th-century-press-archives-data-donation-
to-wikidata
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Wikidata enrichment from PM20 metadata

includes relations between pre-existing items, 
e.g., for Friedrich Krupp AG (Q679201):
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First part of ZBW‘s data donation:
The Persons Archive - completed

 5266 links (P4293) to all existing person dossiers from Wikidata items
of these, 1037 items have no other external identifier

 More than 6000 statements sourced in PM20 (“birth date”, e.g.)



The next big challenge
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„Map a historic system for the organization of

knowledge – materialized as newspaper

clippings – about the whole world to

Wikidata“



The PM20 countries/topics archive
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Folders are defined as a combination from two hierarchies
 Countries (and a few other geo entries – c. 450)
 Topical categories (c. 1,400)
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Thanks!

Joachim Neubert
ZBW – Leibniz Information Centre for Economics
j.neubert@zbw.eu

http://zbw.eu/labs
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Jneubert
WikiProject 20th Century Press Archives


