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• registered in 2005 

• administrator in the German 

(2006) and English Wikipedia 

(2007) 

• Steward on Meta Wiki (2007), 

also administrator and 

oversighter (2008/9) 

• Board member of WMDE 

(2011) 

• volunteer JS developer 



Marius 
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• registered in 2008 

• global rollbacker and global 

sysop 

• administrator on Meta Wiki 

(2010) and Wikidata (2012) 

• volunteer JS, MediaWiki and 

Wikidata developer 

• maintainer of the AbuseFilter 

and CentralAuth extensions 

• currently working on Global 

AbuseFilter 
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• origin 

• designed in 2005 to lighten the developers’ workload 

• no direct access to the databases  

• full access from Meta Wiki to all 800 projects by a web 

interface 
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• origin 

• designed in 2005 to lighten the developers’ workload 

• no direct access to the databases  

• full access from Meta Wiki to all 800 projects by a web 

interface 

• election 

• once a year in a three week long election 

• ≥ 80 % support and ≥ 30 support votes by the global 

community necessary 

• prerequisites: ≥ 18 years and legally mature, 

administrator ≥ 3 months; identified to WMF; 

experience in global tasks desired 
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• re-election 

• once a year; comments by global community but final 

decision by an election committee consisting of stewards 

• numbers 

• currently 39 stewards, mostly new ones: 28 elected from 

2011 to 2013 (⌀ voters: 185.2; 58 % successful); only one 

female steward 

• languages (native or near-native): en 19, de it 4 (scn 2), fr 

pl zh 3, nl no 2, az bn id fa he ka ml ms mt pt ru sv 1  20 

languages 

• missing: es* ja* vi uk ca fi* cs* hu* ko ar* hi ro* ms tr* 

sr* (* former stewards; most-spoken languages) 



Background 
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• How can you reach us? 

• Meta Wiki [[m:Steward requests]] 

• IRC #wikimedia-stewards 

• e-mail stewards@wikimedia.org 

• How are we working? 

• steward wiki 

• mailinglist 

• private IRC channel 

• tools 

• patrol edits and account registration 



Tasks 
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• doing all kinds of administrative tasks in smaller 

projects that cannot be done by the local users 

• mostly anti-vandalism and maintenance work, 

partly done by global sysops 

• assign local user rights; delete, block, protect and 

import articles; rename or check users; suppress 

libel and private information 

• apart from that, stewards only implement consensus 

and act in emergencies 
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• at the beginning, stewards had to change their user 

rights on each wiki for dealing with cross-wiki tasks 

• in April 2008, the unified login (also Single User 

Login, SUL) and global user groups have been 

introduced 

• global user groups contain rights which can affect a 

group of or all wikis 

Martin Rulsch, Marius Hoch, Global administration and tools, Hong Kong, 2013-08-10 



Stewards 

12 Martin Rulsch, Marius Hoch, Global administration and tools, Hong Kong, 2013-08-10 



Tasks 

13 

• stewards  became one of these groups with about 50, 

mostly passive rights which can be used if necessary 

without changing user rights 
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• stewards  became one of these groups with about 50, 

mostly passive rights which can be used if necessary 

without changing user rights 

• global blocks prevent logged-in and logged-out users 

(IPs) from vandalizing multiple wikis 
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• stewards  became one of these groups with about 50, 

mostly passive rights which can be used if necessary 

without changing user rights 

• global blocks prevent logged-in and logged-out users 

(IPs) from vandalizing multiple wikis 

• assigning global user rights 
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Global sysops 
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• Origin 

• there were always too few active stewards while many 

more users helped online 

• not all all of them fulfilled the prerequisites or were 

bold enough to go through a long election process 

• Background 

• in March 2010 the global user group “Global sysops” 

has been created (the second one after “Global 

rollbackers” to assist stewards) 

• open election on Meta Wiki, consensus determined by 

stewards 
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Global sysops 
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• Tasks 

• they can do administrative tasks on wikis with < 10 

Admins or < 3 active sysops or upon request of local 

communites 

• this is why they have ~ 40 user rights like block, delete, 

protect, abusefilter, etc. which they can use on ~ 740 

smaller wikis, in ~ 115 larger not 

• it is recommended to work as a global sysop before 

applying for steward rights—many of the new stewards 

have been global sysops before 
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• will allow a global account and all attached local 

accounts to be renamed 

• upcoming, hopefully in fall 

• going to be deployed prior to the SUL finalization 
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Global AbuseFilters 
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• AbuseFilters managed from meta which apply to 

multiple wikis 

• currently active on test, test2, mediawiki.org and 

meta 

• can be configured and used like local filters (only 

Stewards can edit them) 

• global filter hits appear on both the meta AbuseFilter 

log and the one of the local wiki 
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Global AbuseFilter Editor 
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Future of global AbuseFilters 
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• local AbuseFilter editors will be able to disable global 

filters for their wiki 

• will be deployed to more wikis and eventually all 

wikis 

• other AbuseFilter actions like global blocking or 

automatic account lock on filter hits are planned 
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User Tools Background 
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• various tools exist to provide functionality not 

provided per default 

• JavaScript based tools like gadgets or user scripts 

• tools running on Toolserver/ Tool Labs 
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User contributions 
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• shows the user’s contributions across all wikis 

• https://toolserver.org/~luxo/contributions/contributi

ons.php  
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• measures a user's latest edit, bureaucrat, or sysop 

activity on all wikis 

• https://toolserver.org/~pathoschild/crossactivity/  
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Stalk toy 
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• view global details about a user across all Wikimedia 

wikis. 

• works with both registered users and IPs 

• https://toolserver.org/~pathoschild/stalktoy/  
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Stalk toy 
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Smart Rollback 
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• provides several useful functions for rollback. 

• allows using predefined or custom edit summaries 

for reverts 

• mark rollbacks as bot edits (for all rollbacks on 

page) 

• mass revert (uses all rollback links on the current 

page) 

• https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Hoo_man/Scrip

ts/Smart_rollback  
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