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Or. thes 12th day of September 1947

-

At HARU-IZACHI, SHOBU=-CHC, NINAII~-
-rh

SATTA) A=CGUIT, SAITAMA-KEN

DEPOITIT: (s) TARAKA, Tadakatsu (seal)

I, ABE, ' hereby certify that the apbove stateient
was sworn by the deponent, who arfixed hils signeture and seal

thereto in the presence of this wiltness.,

san.e place

CATH
as2ordanse with ny scnscience I swear to tell the

—

whole truth withholdine notiing end adding nothing.

(s) TililLa, Tadakatsu (seal)
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DITERNATIONAL MILITATY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNIT'D STATES OF AMERICA, et al

ARAKY, Sada o. et al

ATFIDAVID? OF

® TANALL, Tadaketsu

Heving first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country 1
hereby depose as Iollows:

Q 1. I, TANAKA, Tadakatsu, was born in Yamaguchl Prefecturs
n September 25, 1904. After gradusting fraom the Military College,
I successively served ag staff-offiser of verious units and w&s *
then appointed adjutant of the War Ministry and concurrently
secretary to the Wer Minister in February 1941, remaining in these
offizes up to April 1943, Throughout the whole duration of the
then Lieutenent-General KIMURA's tenure of office of the Vice lar
iinister, I was slways with him and assisted him &s secretary
attached to the Vize Minister, Documents to be reac or reviewed
by the Vice-Minister were all handled by me, except those directly
brought and handed him by officers in charge. Moreover, &s the
Vice-Minister used to tell me of a greatep part of wrat he
participated in and besides I wes in attendence on him in almost
all his deslings, I am fully femilier with a greatcr pert of
KIMURA's activities during his tenure of offize of the Vice-Minister.,

2. Before his assumption of office as Vice-Minister,
Jeneral KIMURA was in the scme office with General TOJO for about
six months as Direstor of the (rdnence Bureau at the time when
TOJO was Véce War Minister. Excepting this, KIMURA never served in
the seme government offise, school or army with TOJO, and he has
had no connection whatever with General T0JO politizally,
ideologically or individually.

As to the reason for the #prointment of General KIMURA
to the post of JVice-Minister, I have lcard that it was to make him
help the Minister in regard to the sy=22isl and technical admiuistra-
tion of erms whiech is his forte and ¢lso to prownit2 the intra-
Ministry harmony and copperation through his olda acquaintanceship
with different bureau directors &+ tle time when he was Director
of the Ordnance Bureau, o
3. Vice-Minister KIMURA hails from Saitdma Prefecture
whieh had not many career soldiers end with but few noted seniors.
T am not sure whether or not there was any: 2lique or seotionalism
within the Arfay. ° But, if any, KILURA hed no connection whatever
with it. Uptil Jis assumption of oifice of Vice-Nimister. he was
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exclusively a genuine soldier zhiefly engaged in ertillery
education, technical administration of arms and army commarder; and
did his best in the rield of ordnance edministration with his
profourd knowledge and experience in this line.

During his tenure of office of the Vice-Minister, KIMURA

was not in a position to play his role »ositively on account of

the surroundings at thet time. Minister TOJO was well verscd in
military administration, especially proficient in business affairs,
besides being a men of special industry. 'iith "Commend at the
heed of the column" and "Simplification and despatch of business"
as riottoes, he held power over principal bureau end department
chiefs and ordered them direct, and conducted business -positively
and decisively. Most of these buresu and department chlefs were

in their respective positions for a long time and they vere all
skilled men of ability; so they were conducting busiiess proaptly
end correctly, faithfully complying with the intention of the
Minister. Under such circumstances, the actual state of affairs

et that time was that Vice-Minister KIMURA naturally used his
ability princirally in the sphere of ordnance administraetion, in
ahich he was well versed; and simultaneously endeavored to
ucilitate the skilled and talented Mirister as well &s bureau &nd
department chiefs to display their abilities to the fullest externt.

I recollect a part of General KI?M'RA's &address at &
farewell meeting held in Merch 1943 (18th year of SHOVWA), when he
was transferred from Vice-Minister to the post of head of the
Ordnance Administretion Headyuarters, which follows:

"During my tenure of offize of Vice-Minister, I thought
it proper for rie as an assistant of Minister TOJO, to neke every
effort for business simplification and despatch as well as the
unity and conciliation of the whole Ministry, in order tTO
sontribute to the perfect realizstion of Minister TOJO's 'command
at the head of the column', and at the seame time facilitate bureau

~and department chiefs giving full scope to their abilities; and
‘ acted azcordingly. However, how I have been appointed head of
he Ordnence Administretion Headquarters, so I will display oy

ambition positively by means of the 'conr.and at the head or tiae
column' < - - =" -

I believe these words of his are more then enough to
reveal his frame of mind during his tenure of office of tli¢ Vice-
Minister. Furthermore, I heard him reveal similar exprescions on
n2za8ion, while I was in contect with him as hlis secretary.

As Minjister TCJO was always extremely pressed with the
heap of various miscellaneous business matters in addition *o
important state affairs, ceremonial matters of &ll Kinds <ud other
miscellaneous businesses were almost exclusively trancseacztca by the
Vice-Minister so that the Minister may concentrate his energy
chiefly on important matters. Hence, the Vice-Minister w&as aiways
w$ery opusy too.

5. General T0J0O, even after n.s essumption of office of
the Prime Minister and the concurrent Minister of VWer, abided by
his princliyle of the "cowwand at the head of tie column™ all the
nore; and conduated the business o the War Ministry himecll
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prouptly and with extraordinar) efforts, without entrusting
important matiers to others. Therefore, the functions and
soilpetence ot r41 ne-Minister EKIMURA were nnt sub jected to anj zhange
sowupared with those of the deyvs when General 70J0 was the full-
service War l'inister. Nor was the Vice-llinlster ordered to act &s
proxy to conduct Minister's functions. ' ‘

Besides, it was rather rare thet the Minlster Wwas absent
from ToOKyo on ~oount of official tours, and if any, the duretion
was very short; end tnere was not & single instance of the Vice-
inister's © nauction of tae fun2tions of the minister in RS place

even Guring this period.

6. (l) Tne pureau chiefs conf erence was hLelad twice

weekly &as a rule. Ti.is wes not a coulrerence in the true SeErse of
rhe wiord but was merely & bLusiness liaison to ake Lecessary reports
to the Minister and Vice-Liinister Db} iifferent bureau and depar tient
~hiefs concerning uatters in their respective sharzes, and

4 L L
cimultaneously ieke mutual exchanse ol inforugtlion 8LOIE themselves
1 £ 4 " "

A A (Vile

. or th> ~urpose ol esteblishing smnooth business operav
m o purcau directors' coule

the War i..i..ster both 1n nsame end reality and he was Vely
in guiding 1t even in ninor matters. Although there werec
where the Mil.lster was prevented from attending the conlere:
sonsequently the vice-Minister presided over it, they were vCIy
rew and the conierence was ofter. given up because of the sbsence of
the Minister. Vhen the Minister was absent, his secretary used tO
make & rezord of the main points of the ~mor.ference tO repnrt 1t TO

the Minister afterwards. .

: I have no iwsemory Of having heard €U either the b)ireau
4irestors couferernce or any other osnasions during iy tern o
~ffice in the War Minlstry aly protest Or snformation regardills , 15 5

rreatment of prisoners ol War.

(2) The con ents of tne sommunication tgsued in the
name of the Vice-linister by order of the \inister, concernllg
disvosal of prisoners of war at present (Court exhibit Mo, 1965-4)
were rerorted DY Chief UEMURA of the mpisoner oi War Adnministration
Division «© a bureau directors'! conference, and the decislon and
approval were obtained therefore direct from the 1inistes vt that
L1e .
The KEMPEI or tne nilitery police 1is & gpecial avrily
wep pased cn Uil
of Wer has no

(‘ »
under tlhe direct sontrol of the Minister of
spdinenc. concerning the KEMPLI end the Vice-Minister

right to sontrol it.

nphe Vice-linlstler 's

erning tlue treatnent
with the object of
\ a9 - - + V 17 >

& mhe decision on the pur port of

e
~ommuniczation by order of the War liinister couc
of the enemy &ir c2rew members who entered Jupal

. :+emv"  bearing RIKUMTTSU \TH:

J-UJ.M.L.J_HLQ - Lod b e w Wa o : : J G
dated July 2&, 194< (Court axhiibit Dho. 1992 ) was [Maue by the war
Vinister, with his sonsent given to the Jirent demand of the Chief

of the General Staff. _

L‘ B r" .T1 f-' e r.\ "-I_,) i‘
. — " b o . -

LI * b s
f
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9, The matters soncerning the emplovient of nrison
of war in the sonstruztion works of the Burma-5lai Railwavs We
ant negotications between the Chief of the G
lar. The relative ~onstruction orae
the General Stafl Off 1ce.

10. The Vice-Minister of War had no material counectlon
whatever with the drafting of the bill for the revision of the
nisciplinary Law ioOT prisoners of War (Court 2xnibit Llo. 1G65=54)
mo be more precise, the bill wes drafted &and formulated by the
Bureaus and Cecttions ~oncerned to meet the satual requirement, and
sfter consultations with the Legislative Bureau, it was decided av
s Cabinet Council &nd theL avproved by the Diet, The fact 15 that
vice-Minister KILTURA knew the bill and the reasol thereof only a
rew days prior to 1ts int roduction to the Diet and that he
2xplained the reasol before the Diet session.

11. Like Vice-linisters of otner Linistries, Vice-Minlste
L IMURA was entrusted with the task of either a member or Aa
~oun-illor of various courittees, but meny such cowmuittees Wele
sstablislhed customarily 1n eacn Ministry and most ol them were
\J

nrnly nowilale Viee=Minister KTIURA did not ettend most ol these

sommittes meetings, and even : ¢ e attended them on very I'd.e
oonasions, hiis attendance was nothing but formal Or conventiondl.

12. Vice-Minister KIMURA 4id never attend the peet 1ngs
of the colmenders of the prisoner of war Caimps in the Ministry of
war
Ve .

13, At the time when the Minister of War delivered
tnstructions to the Coumander of the Zentsujl Division on
Mey 30, 1942 (Court rxhibit No. 1960), vice-Minister KINUKL did notv
atternd on the lLinister's tour of inspestion. LoT did the Vice-~

winister participate 1n drafting the manuscript of the instructions,

1L. I have never £een LOI read "The Rerort on the Violent
Conducts in lMalaya peninsula" (Court Exhiblt No. 476), nor nave 1
heard of it from Vice-Minister K IMURA «

15, 1 have never hearda that vice-Minister L IVURA
suprorted the Germsari-Japanese Military Alliance.

14, The contact of vise-Minister KIIMURA with tre
rnilitary officers in Japan was limite@ to the exchange ("
seremsonial greetings Or compliments oI festival days &na SO fcrin.
73 paver met them on other businesses




