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DEf. DOCQ # 2232 mxhﬂ

INTFRNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR TH® FAR WAST

TH® UNITFD STAT®S OF AMFRICA, et al
ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DFFOSITION (‘iransliction)
Deponcnt: PFUHRRES " Eiroshi

Having first duly sworn an oath 2s on attached sheot
and in cccerdsnce with the procedure followed in my country
T hereby depose as followe,

T, FUHA, Hiroshi, of lawful age, being first duly sworn
in accordance with the customs in my country, deposc and state
as follows:

My name is FTHA, Hiroshi, During the r~cent wap T held
many positions as Staff Officer of various a2rmies, T was
appointed Staff Officer of the 15th Army on January 19, 1945,
Staff Officer of the Burma Arca Army on-Mawch-12, 1942, Staff
officer of the 7th Area Arry on July 14, 1944, Staff Offlcer
of the lst General Army on April-6, 1945, and Staff Offlcer

of the 12th Areca Army on June 15, 1940,

T have been asked what I know concerning the organiza-
tion, command responsibllity and command channcls, agpcclally
of the 7th Areca Army, with which army I served as Staff
officer from July, 1944, until April, 1945. The 7th Arca irmy
was organized April 15, 1944, under the Southern General Lrm3,
and its first Commander=in=Chief was the accused DCHIHARA,
Kenji, who held this post from April, 1944, until April, 1947,
when the command was taken over by General Ttazaki, who held
the post from April, 1945, until August, 1945. The command
jurisdication of the 7th Area Army was Malaya, Sumatra, Java
and British Borneo. Bornco was divided into a British area
and & Dutch area, In the beginning the army was charged with
the preservation of peacc in the British area and the Navy
wes charged with that in the Dutch area. Consequently the
Army had no jurisdiction whatsoever over the Dutch areae.

The Borneo garrison, a2 component of the 7th Area army,
was the unit directly respoensibles Howrver, repeated attacks
tn Yew Guinea by 211ied forces gave cause for increasing
alarm and, in fact, they reconquered most parts of New Guinea,
The need for general reorgcnization became of Imrediate
urgency and the Borneo garrison was, in August, 1¢44, re-
erganized into the S7th Army and at the same time was withdrawn
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from the cormand of the 7th Area Armjy«and placed under the
direct command of the Southern Army. Consequently tho come
mander of the 7th Area Army had no further responsiblility and
no direct command whatsoever over its operatlions and actions,
This move resulted, of course, in the removal of all things
relating to British Borneo from the command of the 7th Area

Army as of August, 1944.

Morcover, at no time was any prisoner of war camp located
within the territorial jurisdiction of the 7th Area army
ever under its control. They wcre aalwayps under the dirced
control of the Southern army, vhich was a superior command
to that of the 7th Arca armye The Commander-in-Chief of the
Southern Army, Marshall Terauchi, controlled the administra=
tion of thesc -esamps and placed the responsibility for sacn
camn dircetly upon the camp commanders Consequently, in
areas such as t-c territorial jurisdiction comercd by tho 7th
Area army, the intermcdiate commanders and no responsibility
whatsocver in respect to the administration of prisoneors of
war, and were no authorized to, and could not 1ssue any order
concerning thems Their only responsibllity was a functional
responsibility and not one of adminictration. Thelr duty
was limitcd strictly to scculrigy; to gunard the camps of
prisoncrs of war, or take measurcs whcrc necessary to safeguard
them from encmy attacke They had no volce whatsoever in the
administration of the camps or in the treatment of the
orisoners of war, Pcrhaps I have not made myself clcar 1n
rcferring to intermcdiatc commanderse. In this particulae
instance + wrm = speaking with reference to securlty channols
only and have no rcference whatsoever to command ~khénnelse
In the chain of sccurity command there is first, the commandire
in-Chicf 2f the Southern Army, the Commander of tho Arca aArmy,
and the Commandder of a subordinate army or garrisone ThC
intopncdinte commandger to whom I have rcfercnce would bc the
cormmandérer of the army and not thc commannéd®zr of the Arca ATrmYe
In ordcr to clareff this affidavit, 1 have nrenarcd a chart
showing cormand channcls and sccurity channels onlye This
chart, which 1 incorporatc as a part of my affidavit, clcarly
denicts the two channels to which I have made refcrencce
The situation then boils down to this proposition. Full
rosoonsibility for the administration and trcatment of prisoncrs
of war was under the dircet command of the Commander-in-Chict
of the 3>uthcern Armye. 3ccurity of prisoner of war cxpPs Was
the dircet rcsponsibility of the army or garrison comander,
ns the case might bee The Arcoa army commander had no respone
gibility or authority whatso3velrs The Commander-in-Chicf
~f the Southern Arnmy, in addition to rescrving tO himself the
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direct administration thercof and the treatment of the DY ie
soners of war, also rcescrved to his command ° ship transe
porsation and naval units and army aeriallunits, including
alr fleld scrvice, Thesc units and services, in addition to
that of the prisoner of war camps, cven if located within the
territorial jurisdiction covered by an Arce Army, were not

in any manner subjcet to any command funetion of any kind
excrclscd by the Commander of the Areca Army.

On this 16 day of 1947,

April,

At Tokya.

P RONDN
Dah.L l":-;IJ.:r.‘l

1, "K879; Takahisa hercby certify that the above state-
ment was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature
and scal thereto in the prescncc of this Witncss.

On the samc date.

At Tokyo.

Witness: /s/ PUEG,Tekabdita (scal)

OQATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear t» tell the
whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/s/ FUHA, Hiroshi (seal)
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