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1 Excerpts from the Interrogation of MATSUOKA, Yosuke
' Sl £ . -
9 March 1946, Sugams Prison, Tokyo, Japan :

“Q Now, on 27 September 1940, you delivered a speech
about the Tri-Partite Pact., You advocated the alliance
with Cermeny and Italy as "hsving *he same policy and
mental attitude of cooperstion with countries which can

. work with us all over the world in the esteblishment of
a new world order, as the final objective of the YE!/UTO (?)

race. I attribute the allience as s tribute to the il-
lustricus virtues of ‘the Emperor." .

A, Yes

Q. The Tri-Partite alliance wes concluded by Tmperial
rescript also, wasn't 1t? : y

A. Yes, Not concluded, but the edict came eut when it
was decided fto conclude it,

Q. You personally appeared befnre the emperor and argued
in favor of this aslliance?

A. I explained.
Q. Did you say that you were opposed or in favar nf it?

A, In favor of it. 1In the preamble of the Tri-Party
Pact, the old Jepanese tradition idea was included. The
universal concordia or universsl pesce.

Q. But the theory was the Emperor of Japan would be the
gulding influence?

A. No, not necessarily. Let each nation heve its own
place and right to work out its own destiny. That means
universal concordia.

(pages 13 & 14)

6 March 1946

Q. Did you, shortly after entering upon the duties of
this office, have 2 conversation with the then GCerman
Ambassador to Japan, whose name was 07T, in which you
then invited or welcomed closer cooperstion with Germany?

A, VWasn't it General 0tt? - |
Q. Yes, he wes ambassador, - : 4
A. He called on me at my private house, The Foreign

H.nister always, when he takes up his office, sees all
- the ambassadors and ministers,

Q. That I understand, but did you tell Ambassador Ott
at that time that you would welcome clnser collaboration '
with Gw fer your government? Did you tell him thet?

A. Well, not exactly closer cooperation or collaboration,
I sald the seme thing to !'r, Grew and others, .

R« In other words, what you want me to understend now is |
that what you sa2id wes a mere general term of cooperation

| with nations, You said the same thing to ir, Grew? You

[ 4 did not especially make a statement to Ott that your governw

ment wes now ready to enter into closer coll-boretion with
the Germsn Government?
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Q. Did you inform the ghen,Japanese Ambaésado§ to Berlgn,
Mr. KURUSU% about this conversation with'General Ott, the

ambasssdor
3 A, No, I d4id not,

Q. Shortly after this alleged conversstioﬁ, did a special
emminesry of the Hstler Government, one INr. Stahmer, arrive
I in Tokyo snd cell upon you?

=

R A. That is a long time afterwerds., 1 think he celled on
F ) me the early part of September. I am not exact about the
date, but it was the early part.
(page 2)

A. T see now what you are reférring to. As soon as I took
up my post, sometime afterwerd, I think I told General Ott,
and also wired out to Kurusu, olir ambassador at Berlin, all
sorts of questions about Cermeny, and 1 was informed that
von Ribbentrop snd others et Berlin could not quite under-
stand my ouestion, and Stahmer later came out to Tokyo.

As to your question, I say no.

Q. ‘hat was the nature of the questions you sent to Berlin?

A. I put about the same guestions that I put later to

Mr. Stahmer . what Germany thinks of America, whet the
German attituce would be after the wer, end questions about

Saviet 4 'ssla, etc.

- Qe Well, what was tne prinoipél purpose of tne'question?
What were you seeking to determine?

A. T wanted to krow what Jermeny wes then thinking about
/merica, and her relations with america, Then I would
determine the course of Japenese actions accordiugly.

'Q. And that wes also true of the Russian-situaﬁion?

As YO8,

r. ‘hen Stahmer arrived here, early in Septamber, he
called on you?

A, Yes,

Q. There was alreedy & Germen Ambassador here? Generesl Ottf

A. Stahmer was only :1nister_rlenipotentiary, without any
p03tu

% Did he explein what his mission waes?

A, GCenerel Ott eccompenied him to my residence. I do not
exactly recall how he seid it, but he came to see the
generel conditions in Japan, &nd whether it was possible to
conclude &8 treaty, and I told them to sit down,-&nd 1
sterted my questions. 2

:
i
b
F’:

‘s
Q. 'hat soxt of a treaty did Stahmer want. to conclude?

A. I think he wesn't very defirite sbout it. 5Some close
relastions with Japen.

(Pages 3 & &) °
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Q. 7ill you tell us more in detail what this first
sonversation was, that you had with Etanmer?

A. I will tell you -- cf scrree we spuke for an hour or twe,
and I don't recell now the cduil2ils.

Q. You were anxious %o meka sunh 2n allliance, weren't you?

A, No, not perticularly. Taax dapended on tae uerman

answers, Xirst,6 £ acsked !Mr, ctahmer.whet wes Cermany
thinking about -Jerica, and Loy relacions with -Aoerice. Now,
T said thet Cernduy was anprxioug Lo 4v0id sny olesh with
America. I seid now weit. froa whom w1y 1 consider tiose
words came frcx? Sihehmar. winhout hesitetion, replied that
we might consider these wordd soning directly from Von
Ribtbentrop, the rorcigh iMinister of Cermesny. Whereupon i &
proceeded to question him. The sesond question wus what
Germeny wes thinking of her relstions with Americsa sfter the
war, He replied that Germeny wished to be on friendly terms
with Americs end it wes silly -- I think he seid that 1t wes
silly -- to think Germeny would stteck America, that Germany
needs after the war the improvement of relations between
Germany and America, and peaceful pursuit., I seid ell
right, end then I said this -- thet Japan was anxious .to
improve &and readjust the relations between Soviet Russie
and Japan, end to get & neutrslli{y treaty or non-eggression
treety. There were two treatles rroposed for Jepen and Sovie’
russie. 4 non-aggression treety end & new draft., They
were elready at the time teking up the metuer. 1 wes anxious
to conolude one or the other. That is, in & word Japsan
desires to have e good close relstion with Soviet Russia.
Now, would it be possible for Germeny to use her good offices
between Soviet Russie and Jepan &nd help Japen to do so --
to accomplish the end -- and Stehmer sald yes. ind some
sundry things., 4nd in the course of conversation, CLtahmer
expressed that GCermeny would also like Jepan to end the
Chinese thing now. I said Jepan is very enxious to eni the
Cninese thing. &4nd so, that is ebout the main points. 1
reported to Premier Konoye end the Jer linister end Navy
Minister, and after thet they told me 1O proceed with the
sonverssation elong that line,

(Pages 4, 5)

Q. Cen you say what were the principal sonsiderstions for
this Tri-Party allience? '/hy 4id you enter into.this pact?

A. Thet is very cleer in my mind, For many reascns. First,
I nevor disclosed to anycne lest it amight leek out and give

- hint to Germsny. I was s> dresding from my youtinood taat

first was to prevent by all meens Germeny from directing
samerican students of Germen origin from cerrying out enti-
Jepanese propegande in Americe, From my s.udy of your -
country, I wes slways afreid thet there were caong some
Americen students of German origin thet hed some soclieties
e11 over the country -- amateur photograph societies, or
grt societies, or literesture societies, etc., but they

are &1l united, end Americens of these Germen origins could
be used by an order from Germeny, snd I wes efraid of this.
So one dey when it suits Germsny, this americén students of

. - 3 -
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Germen origin might cerry out propegende aiming at an
hmericen-Jepenese vear, &nd if it was started, I came to the -
sonclusion that we hed no meens to prevent it, /e would be
powerless. This had been hanging like & nightmere sll

through my young deys in your country, end in svery oonsidere

tion of relstions between Americe snd Jepen I never lost -

sight of this possibility. NKow, by zoming to closer relation

with Eitler, I might prevent that., Thet 1s the first conside

ation, I was so afreid of it that I never disoclosed it. - ,
Second, I wanted to limit the sphere of the Zuropean war, and

to prevent its spreading to East Asia. Thet is second. And

third, by coming into closer relations, I might graduelly

influence Germeny to end the wer, in ocooperation both with

Americe, ashd Americe influencing Greet Zritain, And fourth,

that my finel sim was from the stert to spproach imerica,

but in order to do so you have to have some strong stand and
approach your ocountry with dignity and some strength.:

And then some other sundry considerations. %
(Pages 5,6)

4#« DBut I must tell you that pest the middle of Ceptember

1 was one day & lmost on the point of bresking off. I had
sonversetions wich Genersl Ott end Mr, Stahmer several times.
and I was on the point of breaking it off.

e Whet wes the understending with raspeat to Cermeny,
concerning this Tri-Party ellience? What was her purpose?
Did they explein to you why they were now enxious to sonslud:
this paet with Jepen?

A, No, they don't .say exs2tly. They seid they wented to
come into closer relationa with Jepen.

G 4nd as foreign minister, didn't you inquire into the
reeson for thet sudden desire on the pert of Hitler's govern-
nent?

L. No. I put those questions, end I wes satisfied with the
eanswers, end satisfied that tkis paest would prevent war from
spreading.

- Ncu, you visited Berlin, didn't you, end telked with
Ribbentrop eand Hitler, didn't you? 'Jas thet after the
conclusion of the pact?

A. Yes, it came sbout this wa{ -- Oon the day we concluded
that pasct, I spoke over the telephone with Von Ribbentrop
end with Count Cieno. They both invited me to visit them,
end I said if the conditions were right, I may do so. So,
later on I went out to visit Europs. But that egain -- in
proper plece I will explain. - (Page 7)

G+ Did you go firat to Berlin, or first to Moscow?

'A. I passed througﬁ Moscow, aﬁd so I stoyped one day end
. pe.d my respects to Mr. Stalin, &end then went to Berlin,

Qs In Berlin did you have converssetions with Oshima? .

A. Some cesual conversations, but not on business.

(Page 8)
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S: Did you have a person 'in your office, o perticularly the
Vice Foreign Minister, vwhose nams was CHASHI?

LA, Yes,

%+ If OHASHI should state that e called on the Germen Ambassadopy
before your trip to determine whether or not the German government
would be dissatisfied if you stopped first in Moscow, would he be
mistaken, or telling an unsruth?

o I don't know,
%+ You didn't 1nstrupt him to do thise

Le No, may I put in & few words to clerify this? {lthough it
1s true when I said at the time that I shoulgd like to know the
leaders of the Germsn and Itelian governments and also the condi-~
tions of the countries soncerned, as Foreign Minister -- while it
is true, yet I would not héve wone out to -urope if those objects
were all I hed, They were used s @ kKind of canourlage to zover
my intention of concluding =a Dor-&egeression or neutrality treaty,
1T I oould,

A

-t

Wwith whom?

I wes going out I hag L0 rey my respests to Mr. Stalin, so I
peéid, but I seid nothing. When I was coming beck, I think it was
the night before I left Zerlin, in e conversetion with Von
Ribbentrop, I scid J518n was negotisting for a non-sggression
treaty or fneutrelity treety, end 8lso we asked Von R1bbeutrop to us
his good offices ana in a8 matter of course when I was on the

way beock to Tokyo, it was only a metter of course that he should
take up thet question. It was teken up &ll through by the
Japenese government with Soviet Russia, and then Von Ribbentrop
seid well you might better not §0; it 1s impossible to g8t it,
the situstion is such, He ssid it would be very difficult,
-uppose I hed & chance to conclude it, and I uilght pick it up,
énd he said of zourse iz such & case,

8. It was sgreesbls to him?

4e  JLgreeeblas or 0%, I don't know, but tils is my supposition. I
thing von ‘Jibbentrop imesgined thet I would never be able to get
it, so he s&id of scurse. ..nd then I left Berlin end Nr. Stahmer
wWho wes then in Berlin, eccoupanied e 8s fer &s the boundery.

I told Mr., Stehmer that when I went to leave Berlin, tell ven
Ribbentrop thet I ticsht postpone iy departure by one train, and

€0 t0 Leningred where I was in my youngar days, but I would try
anyhow negotistions. ‘nd we parted and I said the same thing,

not in s0 much detail, to the «merioen ambassador. He called on
'® at the Embassy -- Xr. Steinhart, I saig - Vi1l try to get this
ieutrality pact or LBon-agereszion treaty. Ee élso told me you
c8n't do anything st preserrt with Snvies Russias, it is very
difficult., I seid I think sc, too, buv if T succeed, .merica
ought to velcowe it &s orne zore lick fcr pesoes,

(Pages 9, 10)
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(. hat wes the advica of your .merisen embasssdor &8s to the
conclusion of the Tri-Partite ellience, beering on the Japane se

relations with the U.5,?

4. He knew I was anxious to improve and maintain peace between
the two sountries, end thet wes two or three days before I left

Moscow I asked him to wire out my words to the President and MNr.
Hull, L . \ .

(Page 10)

.+ How long did you ramein Foreign Minister after the declara-
tion of war by Cermeny upon Russia?

L« The seocond Konoye cebinet fell on the 17th, was 1t? Until
thet date. |

&+ The 17th of what?

L. The 17th of July. 16th or 17th, I wes then slready ill,
you know, I didn't go to the government office, |

4. Did you notify the Germen government tiet your government
did not contemplate an attack on Soviet Russia?

A+ Yes. I hended & wemorandum, the seme memorendum to the
Russien ambessedor end Gerien end Itelien, on the same date. _That
was in the early part of July, '

(Peges 11 and 12)

(+ Now, you said here you met lr. Jtalimer the first time early
in September 1940, end by the 27th dsy of the same month, you had
concluded with his government the Tri-Pertite allisnce, and at
that time you didn't &sk for two weeks, did you?

#. lo, not two weeks. It wes just Stahmer replied to my
gsuest ions,

.. Even in the ordinery course of events where all speed is
s cessery, 1t requires sonsideresble time for the detail work of
prepering such a thing s the Tri-Partite sJllisnce,

Jtl. YGSl

&+. 4nd you have stated here thet you met Stahmer for the first
time eerly in September, end that you hed ifistruoted Kurusu, your
representative in Berlin, to exesute the Tri-Psrtite pact on the
27th of.3eptember. BEut still, et this important liszison meeting
you attended on the night of your return from Moscow, urging you
for esction in this maetter -- this proposal from the U.S, -- you
pleeded fatigue end esked for two weeks.

A« You must remember the Tri-Pertite pest, there were very little
details. This Jdreft included SO meny details and big questions,
such &8s Prince honoye meeting the President et onolulu and en
exohenge of the lavy at Honolulu, étc., end so weny greve details.

(Pages 13, 14)
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(.« &ll right, now interrupting here, please, You were well
informed and had carefully studied long before you met Stahmer,
the purpose &nd intent of the Tri-Party allience. Isn't that
true? _ '

A. NoO.

Q. '"hen you exscuted it over this short period of time, you
were well aogquainted with the entire background?

A. No.

&+ It is jour explanation now thet on a mstter of that
seriousness, you met the man early in September and concluded
the alliance on the 27th? Yet when this U.o., propose]l is pre-
sented to you, you pleaded for two weeks time?

A. Yes, I thought it was grave enough,

G« In fect, the purpose of the Tri-Partite alliance was to
neutrelize the affect of the U,3. in the Pscific area? Wasn't
that one of the considerstions in your mind?

n, No. To neutrelize Germany end Great Britain.

(Pages 1L and 15)

7 March 1946

Q. At the time you took over, what was the state of Germsn-
United Stetes relations? In your generel opinion.

#. That America wes sympathizing and helping Great Britein with

its war equipment, but I did not at the time think of America

Joining directly in the war, and Germeny wes trying its best not
to come to & clesh with Americae., That wes my general observstion

at the time,

not ;
Q. Did yoy/ consider, however, thet the nature of the alliance,

wiich was one of the first officiel scts of vour government --

the conzlusion of the Tri-Perty ellisnce -- wouid rightfully lead
smerica to the conclusion thet it was your intention to cooperate

with the Hitler or Nazil plan of eggressive warfare?
A. No, I didn't think in that way.
(Page 3)

Q. Did you think, from your experience &s & member of the Foreign

Office and Forelign kinister of Japen, that the conclusion of
the allience with Germeny, Itely end Jepan et the time, and
having in mind all tuet hed then occurred in Europe, was condu-
cive to en amisable condition from which you could reslize your
ell-time desire to reach an sgreament with the U.S.?

Ao TYes, I thought of it this way -- by concluding the three-
perty pact thet would strengthen the Japanese position a little,
and then with the preservetion of the netionel dignity of Jepen,
then to the United Stetes &s showing our sincerity I can gledly
come to an understanding in the Pecific end get an esgreement on
China proper. That is the way thst I thought it out -- that this
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conclusion of the tri-party pact might ruffle the feeling &

1ittle for some time, but showing our sincerlity and friendliness
we could greduslly gscomplish that. ;nd efter it was shown to you
thet even if we hed the three-party pact, vr. Hull and the
President received us open hearted and negotisted those things.

S0 it wes not & dreem altogether.

(Peges 11 end 12)

Q. On June 22 the Germen government deglared war upon Russia,
didn't they?

b About that timee.
R. hocording to this, ngermeny invedes Russia June 22, 1941".

Also Itely declared Wwer upon Russis June 22 or 23. Do you recell
thet? '

L. Not the exact date, but I GO resell that gnmetime before that
T sent word to Berlin, I think through .mbessedor Generesl Ott,

to tell Hitler to forebeer to g0 to war with Soviet Lussia., I
was against 1it. T do resell some of the words. 4 said "Even
Napoleon mede feux pes &nd you cen't tell whet the future has in
store™, end I strongly opposed Germeny's going to wer with Soviet
Russie. .nd 1in thet conneotion 1 aust tell you, you know upon

my return to Tokyo &nd reporting to the Throne and to the Preaier
ebout my European trip, 1 sald that the relstions between Soviet
Russis end Germeny Wwere raether dengerous, although I still thought
that it was meybe 8 bluff on both sides, that efter 211 both
sides might not go TO W&eI. revertheless, it .es dengerous, But
T took care not to ~oucit enything, end not to discuss the
situation in Germeny, and the Tri-Partite Pact did not oblige us

to join the Wwer.

«+ Theraforse, July 8 your wovernient told the United Stetes
Government thet it hed not so fer sonsidered the possibility of

fighting Russ ia?

Le Y68,

Q. Jeoording to this, on July 8 thaﬁ announaémant was made.

s, July 3, I think it wes. I sommuniceted the same thing to
Russia, Germsny end Itely's embe ssies,

(Jege 12)
Q. Yhy d4id the cebinet fell?

Le I don't know,

Q. Since yeu were one of the three or four persons originslly

in the formetion of the caebinet tlhet sat with Mr. Konoye, end two
other of the lesding ministers, &nd jebeted amoug yourselves the
seleotion of the other members of the cabinet, you were in rele-
tion to the cabinet &s 8 whole end the Prime Minister, such an
important figure thet you were in position to judge why the
ocabine t fa iled.

S ah
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Ae I was not then, Teks ror insvunce, this _iranume, s memgbsr of
the cebinet. Konoye never zonsulted me &nd ne &j;ologized profusely
afterwards, He did those things rather freely, '

‘.« It seems thet the lLonoye sabinet or governmeut rfell, tnet there
48 & rapld reorgapizetion, cnd thaet you we.e the only minister who
+25 alimineted from-the 2sbiret, Is thet zorrect?

A. No, GSsversl others,

» May I esk you the direct qQquestion -- was the fall of the then
onoys cébinet the result of & disagreement betwaen Yyourself &nd
,ur-foreign policy and Prihce louoye 8s Prime liiuister?

~e He s&ys so in his wsloirs, 'ocut no., You must know taat he says
onse in his menoirs, but severel tines I told xonoye that if I

tand in the way in eny way ebout tine negotiations, if he felt so,
[ would resign et eny time not to sause eny iuzonvenisnse to Lim,
~nd we were rather £ll very intimete on tarms, end so I told
ronoye privetel)y whenever Le thirks it is betier just tell me to
resign ard I will do so et onze.

W+ 4 want to read from e aoszument whish tnr the oresent I do riot
shoose to ldentify. The purpose or tha resdi.. will ve to outline
to.you whet 8 pérently was toe oirsuwislénce et the tiwe, end I will
ask you at tiae cenclusion, or if you resch iazortant lLolnts,
whisther or not vou sgree with them. "During lJatsuoka's abserlce frou
snkro his opponents, especielly the pro-anglo-Sexon circles, tried
to luprove Jepen's relations with tie United States and with

reat Britain, whish hed been negleocted and hed vorsened 'sinze the
souclusion of the Tri-Pertite Peot.'™ Is it true, or in your
opinion do you velieve tiet tie relstions bet.usen Jepsen und toe
CeS. hed worsened sinde t.a 2onzlusiorn of tus “ri-lurtite Peot?

A. Well, I have said thet tiey mey hgvs & ruffled faeling somewhst,
but ay efforts thsncerorth wera to bring tla two sountries csloser.

(Puges 13 end 14)

Hed you ever been urzed by the Gerusn representetive to request
ur .overnuent to entar the war against Russiaf

-':I’ NO.

« So thet if there is do2umentery evidense in the neture of
ispetches between Lerlin and Tokyo recuestin: susli astion, to wit:
the going to wer by Jepén ageinst KHussis, they sre elther misteken
or rglse? -

A. Fabrisetions, (f course Oshimas, our esmbessador, sent 8 wire

esking what Jepsen will do., 30 v3 sonsidered end desided not to
join ths war, ' '

(Pege 15)

.+ Reeding Iurtier, "The Jepanese government reglied through

Zr. Metsuoke that it did ot souts:plaste eén evteck egainst Soviet
~ussia, Indeed, with tns exseption of & few nilituery hothesds,
aobody in Jepan wented war czeinst Rwssis. Iress end publie

opinion were puzzled end confused by tlLs sudden Jeruen attack on

the _oviet especlelly efter tiue much-gdvertised GCermen-Russie
non-aggression pazt of Cotoler 1939, The Jspansse government itselfl

-
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hed just concluded & neutrality pact with the Soviet, They hed
no aotual conflioct with Russie end snnsidered Jepen not-:prepered
'or sush & wer, I'urtaermore, it nopsad to finéd an sgreement with
e Unitad Stetes in tine Chine question whish would be impossible
in case of a Japeness attéch upon Soviet Russias." Do you recall
meking such & reply to -- well, obviously, if rno sush request was
aver maede of you, you never rede such e reply?

A. No. V‘hen Oshime wired out ingquiring wnet should Japan do, I. !
think he hsd it in his telegrsm thast Iitler seid whether Jupsn 4
would join or not all depends on Jepen end he is not asking for |
Japen to deside sither way. So Germeny, &€s I sald vestsrdsy,

guestinned Jesjpan's Lelp.

(Peges 15 and 16) . 4

N. In Maroh 1941, wiat weés the naturs of the sonversation or
visit thet you Led with Ambssscdor Steinhart in lLioscow?

A. I think it was when Steinplnert pave Le & luncheon in the

Embsssy. After lunoch -- of sourse it wes betwesen outselves &s

I said in & Look -- your Presideit wes the biggast gambler in the ,
Stetes, Leuwghiingly, you know. Now, won's he gamovle with Jepan .

, * just onoe end 1if he suys tihct ne ocan't trust Japen won't hie trust

i me just onde &nd tall Chine to nexgotiste directly with Jepan?

] I will do just &snother fair thing by Chine, end I esked him to send

thiose words out to Weshington.

\
g
’
3

—

(Pege 26)

F‘;— e

.-* 1 Kersch 1946

&+ wWell now, Kr. kHatsunka, wLy, &t tiiat time, d1d you sonsider
thet the non-gggression or neutrelity p»ast with Russie was of such
importanse to your governoent?

i —

A. Tust wes ny progrim frow the start. It hed been ny contention
far veers to be on Letter terms withn Soviet Russis. |

E | S+ 0y wes 1t so portent &t this tiwe thet you urged the other 1
! ? powerful mauber of the tri-psrtite allienze to use tas force of L
; | thiair gnod offices to essist you in obteining this?

L. T thought Germony wes vary <=lose snd on frisndly terms with

Sovist Russie, ¢nd hed & chense to meke use of their yood officses,

Let m® comnlete whet I wish to say. Vhen I rsécined Berlin it wes

I who seid to von Ribbentrop wihetier he could use good officas *
snnoarning the subjsct, Then he begin to explein the situation,
end zonsluded that it wes iupossibis Tor Gerizrny, in the 2irzsume
stanses, to dO 80.

e Way did you find it urgent &nd nesssssry &t this perioa in :
the internstionel reletvicns of J-pun to have such & tresaty with p
Russie?

A. Viell, thet w8 my prograwn, &énd eft«r obteiiing neutrulity pact
or Lon-aggression p&st, tLars wars wwo drc fts, you know, &0 thet

I mizht efter sedjusting the relations with Soviet Russia, avell
yself of orportune moment to go to the U.8. ¢nd telk with the
“rosident end Mr. Hull sbout ths Pecifis, and ebout the Chins
probleam.

eV B
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Q. 4nd you did consider that this non-sggression trexty wus &
necessary step tefore negotiasting the Chinese problem with the U.S?%

A. Yas.

C. ¥Why?

A. So if possible to enlist the sld of Sovist Russis &lsp to our
amiceble settlement with Chine. 4And I must tell you, as I seid

the other duy, thet my visit to Berlin and Jlome Wwas lergely & kind
of camouflsge, &nd my reel intentions frou the stert wian I wes
leaving Tokyo wes to conclude ths neutrality pest or non-iéggression

tresty with Loviat Russile,

Qe Very well. ‘s tlLis not inconsistent witn tioe principles of
tha anti-Cominutern P:st, previously enterad into by your ¢ overnment
and Germeny &nd Italy ¢nd otlsr n:tions?

A. XNXo. I dnn't rsgerd it so, ..nd euyhow, the anti-Coanantarn
Peat wes &5 good &8 deed tiian.

(Pege &)

e Now, sinse you found it so diffizult over suzh &« long poriod
of time, you hetd even urged &s you s&y, von Ribbsntrop by tslegrau
to use his good offises to csaist in gotting tales Treety -- how

do you ecsount for the faost thet in thas finsl enulveis ynu vere
sble to conclude this trecty in s short period of time witiout,

as vou saYy, the gned offizaes of Geruany?

A. T think if I could saa Stalin in person, I don't thinuk I could
ever have gotten that peot otherwise. I hed two Or thrse
sonferanoes with 3. Molotov but I despsired. ..t the lest, lr.
gtelin wes to see me, and I tolked streight with him &nd I reminded
him thet mine wes not =n improvised policy but tuct he psrueps

krew I wes working for aore relstions, bettar reletions batwaen:
Soviet Russiz &nd Jepen -- or, I should say batwean Russie ond
Jepen besfusa thare wes no Soviet Russia long many tens of yeLrs
ago, Thet I hod thit polioy for aore then thirty j1ecrs, trnd he
knew it, this Stelin.

( Puge 7 )
C. Vell, what did yeou tgree upon with the Fueshrer ond von
Ribbantrop ¢t theso weetings held in 3Jorlin?

2. In Berlin the first tiwe I ocalled on Zitler, he immedictely
brozched the Singapore question, cnd by way ok JoKins tnd bluff,
I seid like Jspen would teke Singepore bsrare she tlllzd herself
with Garaany, but suying thet wos & Joke, In sonclusion I seiad
but @s ¢ actier ofifeot thet question tlet 1s whallsr == I ea
talking to you th# sense of the thing -- whetusr Jejan would teke
Singepore or when sha would tike Singepore, tict .ust be left to
Jepan tlone to decide. “/héreupon Fitler s&sw ths point, You Know,
thet I meent by saying thirt thet it wes inoluded in Greoter Bust
Asia, ond Gerweny head rothing to do with it. ‘Thereuron Hitlecr
dropped the guestion £¢nd never raferred to it sgein, tnd von
Riubantrop on thot ossesion st id Lothing In the prosaLis of
Hitler end thks rest of tlsm und the tima vwes dovotsd larzely to
the dasoridbing by Hitler of wir snnditions 1in wrope, pertisulerly
western Zurope. With Hitler or vonr Jitbsatrop - naver discussed
sbout the vossibility of wer with Anerict,

(Peges 2z & 23)
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7+ 'lhet wes tiia roeson for rour resignetion?

A. That Konoys asked we to resign. As I have told you, I was
thircking of resigning because of the things carried on behind my
beock.
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C. Now, for the purpose of outlinirg to you, MNr. Metsuqka, whet
we will take up this &fternoon, I will attempt to go a&ain into
your relations with Germany onnaerninb the Tripertite Allience,
partisularly your visit to Germeny end Mos2ow in liarsh of l9hl.

A, Yeo8,

«+ Now, did you receive any 1nstru9t10ns from the Prime Linister,
Prince Konoye, soncerning this visit which you mede to Berlin end
Moscow?

A. No.

| &+ Did you discuss your depﬁrtura with him?
s R
Qe Wiet did he heve to ssy with respect to this trip?

A. Ie donesn't care to heve an opinion ebout it, but he &greed
i to Ly visiting Europe &énd I told 2im I wes merely meking my visit
to Eerlin and Rowe gore 8 kind of camouflaege in oy sttempt to
sonclude the Tri-Pertite Past or non-aggression tresty with the
Russisns, send otherwise improve the relstions between Sovist yssie
end Japen.

¢ Now, you centionad the Tri-Partite Pecat. iles that en error?

A, That ves &8 misveke, I meant neutrelity psoct. I have trouble
sopetimes to rereet tihnse two trecties, llevertheless, we hed o
drefts under dissussion with our Aabessedor at Xos2ow, and Mr,
Molotov. Thet is wiy I slweys reier to two,

Te Wnat wés the Prime Minister's sttitude with raspsect to the
sonslusion of this nsutrelity paeot with Russia?

A. Of course, he was for it, Tust is, frou the beginuning or ais
>abinet it wes agreed upon, you know, between the rime lLinister
end ayself,

(PESBS l end 2)



