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TNTERNATIONAL MILITATY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNTTZD STATES UF  sMERICA, et &l
-V 3-

ARAKI, Sadeo, et al
e W9 w i

AFFIDAVIT OF
TANAKA, Tadaketsu

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet
and in sccordance with the procedure followed in my country L N

hereby depose 83 Tollowsi

1. I, TANAFEA, Tadakatsu, wes born in vamaguchi Prefecturs
on September 25, 1904. After graduating from the Military College,
1 successively served ag staeff-offizer of verious units end was
then appointed adjutant of the \ar Ministry and concurrently
secretary to the War Minister in IFebruary 1941, remeining in these

offices up to April 1943. Tharoughout the vhole aucau
o< the Vice War

then Lieutanant-General KWTMURAa'8 tenure of of fic3

Minister, I wes elweys Witk him and Sssisted him e& S
attached to the Vice miulisv=d. Duanents to be reac

by the Vice-Minister were 511 hemilaed Ly me, except LLT
brought end handed him by ofrizers in charga. Noraover,

Vice-Minister used to tell me of = gT=ater part o

7

participated in and besides T wea in etilendence OL ni

all his dealings, I 8m fully familisr witih & gled

Ll

<&V 3o}

KIMURA's activities during his tenure of offizso o

LT

ion of the

zoratary

~» raviewed

40 directly

as the

at ne

- in almost

nart of

s Vice-Minister.

2. PBefore his auswuption of c¢fice &s Vice-Minister,
General KIMURA was in the s&ie office with General TOJO for about

six months &s Direztor of the Lrin>nece Burezu At

T0J0 was Vice War Minilster. Exsensirg this, KIMNU
the same government orfice, gohonl nr army with ¥

Lhs

+ ima whsen

¢ nsver served in

U b,

and he has

haed no connecstionm whatever with Gsiercl TCJO palitiﬁally,

ideoclogicelly or individually.

As to the reason for tie appointment of G
to the post of Vice-Minlster, T haeve neard tnat it

help the Minister in regard to the sy

tion of erms which is his forte eand 2lso to Lreiintd

Ministry harmony and cooperation through hia, vAc

with different bureau directors-at tle U1lLIE whan lie WES

of the Ordnance Buresau.

anerel KIMURA .
wec to make him
anig]l and tezhnical administra-
+he intrae-
uvguﬁinaunceship

mirector

3. Vice-Minister KIMURA halls fronm cditame Prefecture

which had not meny céreer soldiers end viith but fe

s

7 nota1 Seniors.

~~ntjonralism

T am not sure whether or not there was auy 2ilique 3r &SSO
within the Army. But, if any, LILIUEA had no conLn23uioh whstcver

with it. Until his assumption of oifice of Vige-rinister.

W

he waS8s
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exclusively & gsnuine soldier chiefly engg8sed in srtiilery
education, technical administration of &arms snd army cowmsnder and
did his best in the field of ordnance edministration wibl his

profound knowledge eand experience in this line.’

puring his tenure of of fice of the Vice-Minister, KINURA

was not in a position to play his role nositively on account of
the surroundings ev thet time. MNinister TOJQ Wwas well versed in
military administration, sspecielly oroficient in business affairs,
besides being & mel of special industry. +ith "Command at the
head of the column" end¢'Simplification snd despatch of business"
as mottoes, he held power over principal bureau end depertment
chiefs and ordered them direct, and nonducted business positively
and decisively. Most, of these buresu snd department nhiefs were
in their respective poasitions for & long time snd they were all

skilled men of gbility; so they were sonducting business proaptly
and norrectly, faithfully conplying with the intention of the
the sctuel state of affairs

Minister. TUnaer sush circunistences,
at that time was thatl vise-Minister KIMURA neturally used his

ability principally in the sphere of ordnence administretion, in
which he wes well verged; &and simultaneously endesvored to |
facilitate the slrilled snd talented Virister as well &8 bureau &and
department chiels Yo digpley their abilitics to the fullest extert.

1 recoilect & part of neperal EDTURA's address &t a
farewell mesting held in March 1943 (18th yesT of SKOWA), when he
wes transferred from Vice-Minister to the post of hesd nf the
Ordnance Administration Headyusrters, which follows:

# offize of Vice-MinlsterI, I thought
t of Minister TOJO, O LElie evary
d despatch as well 28 the

"Dur ing my tenure O
it proper for Le &5 80 assistan
affort for businzss simplification &n
anity snd cenciliation of the whole Ministry, in order tO
sontribute to the perfect realization of Minister TOJO'S ' sommanad
at the head of the solumn', end at the ssne +ime facilitate bureau
and department shlefls giving full scope to their sbilities; and
I eocted ecsordingly. Fowever, how I have peen appointed hesad of
the Ordnsncse tdministretion Heedguariers, ao T will display 22}
ambition positively by mesans of the 'comuend et the head of the

"

column' = - = =

of his usre more then spnough LO

1 believe tiiese words
T:L':‘ T’Jige-

reveel his freme of mind during his tenurs aof office of
Minister. Furthermore, I hesrd him reveal similar exprescicns Cn
anossion, while I wes in soritect with nim 8S his sezretery.

48 Minister TOJO was always extremely pressed with the
heap of various miscellaneous business matters in addition %O
important state affairs, ceremonisl matters of &ll Kinds ana other
missellaneous businesses Were almost exsclusively tpansested oy the
Vice-Minister so that the Minister may sontcentrate his enel&y
chiefly on important metters. Hence, the Vice-Minlster wso galways

uery obusy TO0O.

5., General TOJO, evel after his essumption of office of

the Prime Minister and the concurrent Minister of er, abided by
his princliple of the "cowmand at the read ot tie solumn" ell the
more; &nd conduntod the business of the \War Ministmrar lirmooll

=10
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promptly and with extrsordinery efforts, without sntrusting,
important matiers to others. Therefore, the functions end
sompetence of vice-linistuer FILWURA were not subjected to any shange
soupered with thoss of the deys when Goneral TOJO was tlie full-
service War liinister. Nor was the Vize-liinister ordered to act &8

proxy to ~onduct Minister's functions.

Resides, it vias rether rere thet the Minister was absent
spom Tokyo on ascount of official tours, end iT any, the duretion
was verv short; &snd there W3 nnt a sirgle instance of the Vite-
‘Mnisterts conduction. =f the funztions of the i7inister in Lils place
aven dauring this pericd.

6, (1) Tae buresu nhiafs conference was haela twice
weekly &s 8 rule. TL.S wé3 not a8 cnulerense in the trus Sense of
the word but waes merely 8 business lieison tO pnake necessary reports
to the Minister end Vvizge-linister 0j iiftferent bureau and depuartment
shiefs onnzexrning aallers ip their resnestive ChBrges, and
gimultaneousiy NGES putual. exchiange of inforigtlon EmUIE themselves
for tnc rurpose of ezL6blishing swootin business .operatloil.

The burcau directors'! confersince was precgided LVOY by
the yier ,anigtes bobth in nsme snd reslity snd he wes VEIY sareful
in guiding 1% evel in minor matters. Althouzh there welre CBEES8
where the Minlsier was preveunted from attending the conferuuces, 8nd
sonsequently the Vice-Minister presided over it, they were Very
‘ew and the conrerencs was often given ul because of the ebsence of
the Minister. Vhen the Minister was absent, his searetary used to
meke a rezcvrd of the main points of the annference to repnrt it tO

the Minister sfterwards.

I have no wemory Of heving hoerd &b eithar the hureau
direstcrs cnuference OT ar.y other oanasions durl g sy tevn GL
nffice in the Wer winistry euny protest or information regarding 1ll
creatment of Lrisonels of war.

(2) The contents of the sommunication issued in the

name ol the vise-MNinister by order o the Minister, conoarning the
disvosel of prisoners of war st present (Court exhibit ho- 19355-£)
were rejported by Chief UT.URA of the I'risoner of VWar Aﬁ;jniatration

Divisicen &t s bureau dirsctors' conierence, and the decisisn aid

gpRrovel weIs obtained therefore direct fronm the Minjsuer ~r thet
Eine. :

spdclal sy
.

=, The KEMPEI or ths nilitery police is 8
under the direct control of the Minister of Ver baged cn uh
ordinance ceazerning the KEMPEL end the Vice-Minister of" Ve
right to sortrol it. |

QD =~

has no

8. The decision on the purport of nPhe Vice-lMinister's
communication by order of the War lMinister concerning the treatment
of the enemy eir crew members who entered Jupan with tne abject of
raiding 1ius territory", bearing RIKUMITSU (TN: Aimy cacres) No. 219
Tated July 28, 194%< (Court exhibidt o, 1992) wes mede by the war
Vvinister, with his asonsent given to the direst dem&nd Of the Chisef

of the Genersl Staff.

_3_




&

-
pef. Doc. 9Ok (Z2nd Revis ion)

9. The matlers concerning the employment of prisoners

of wer in the sonstruction works of the Burma—Siam.Railways were
jecided through direct negotie tions petween the Chief of the Generéal
gtaff end the Minister of Wer. The relative sonstruction oraer .

was drafted end { ssued by the Generel gtaff Office.

10 ‘Tne Vise-Minister of War had no material counection
whatever with the drafting of the bill for the revision of the
Disciplinary Léw for Prisoners of War (Court Exnibit ko. 1965-5) o
To be nore precise, the bill wes drafted and formulated DY the
Bur eaus and cecztions soncerned to meet the actual requirement, and
sfter consultations with the Leglislative Bureau, it was decided atb
& Cabinet Council end then approved py the Diet. The fact 18 that
vice-Minister L IMURA knew the bill &nd the T 8& SOoL thereof only &
few deys prior to 1ts introduction to the Diet gand that he
explained the reasol before the Diev gession.

11. Like Vice-linis ters of other }Ministriles, Vvice-Ministe
LINURA WES entrpstsd_with the task of either 8 member or &
nounzillor ol verious committees, put meny such comuittees wWere
sstablished customarily in each Ministry and most of them WeIE
nnly nominal. ice4Minister'KIHURA did not ettend most of these
committes meetings, and even if Le attended them on very rare
oscasions, hls attendance was nothing but formal OT sonventional.

12, Vice4Ministar'KIMURﬂ did never sttend the neetings
of the CoLLENndars of the prisoner of war camps 1in the Ministry of
war. -

13. At the time when the Minister of Wer delivered
instructions to the Communder of the Zentsuji pivision on
Mey 30, 1942 (Court Exhibit No. 1960), vice-Minlister ¥ ILURA -did %ov
attend on the I‘inister's tour of inspection. lior did the vige-
Minister participete in drafting the menuscript of the instructlonsS.

1), I have never seen rnor read wThe Report on the Violent
conducts in }Melays pPeninsule” (Court Exhibit No. ,76), nor have L
nesrd of iU rrom Vice-Minister K TMURA.

15, I have never heard that Vise-Minister L IUR A
supported the Germsn-Japenese aiilitary Alliance.

14. The contact of Vise-lMinister KTMURA with L€ German
militery orficers in Japan was 1imited to the exchange C-
cpremcnial greetings OT compliments OR fastival 4A8ysS end so forth.
3 never met them On other businesS.
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on this 12th day of Septsmber 1947

r--

At HARU-IFACHI, SHOBU-CHC, MINAII=
SATTANA-GUYN, SAITAMA-KEN

DEPOLRNT: (s) TANAKA, Tedakatsu (se&l)

I, ABE, Akira, hereby certify that the above gtateient

was sworn by the deponent, who arfixed his signeture and seal

thereto in the presence of this witness.

on the same date
At the ssme place

WITIESS: (s) ABE, Akire, (seul)

¥ 4

OATH

Tn. aczordance with ny sonscience I swear tO tell the

whole truth withholding notiiing end adding nothing.

(s) TaNAKA, Tadakatsu (seal)

Se

-
v

'IL‘I'-.I--
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| Affidavit of Kavahara
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Now reading Should read
3 Page 4 line j
" The treatment of | " The disposal of P.0,V,
P-oawt 1 .

6 Pape 7 line

"Regulation for the ' " Disposal of P,0.V, (Ex, 19654 )

Treatment of P.0.W, II

(Ex. 19654)




