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I, /alter Bossi, hereby certify that I am offici=1lv connected with
the Govermment of Switzerland in the following capacity: Siiss Diplomatic
Representative, andé as such official I have custody of ths docunents, con—-'
sistinz of twenty-tuo letters =ud notes, ns listed on Exhibit . attached

Jerato and cascribed as follows: Trus cory oi of latters nng notes in French

_-‘m‘l.ﬁ

from the ster of Siitzorl-ud addressad to ths Jnpeneso irinistr of Foreign

_£fnixs ~nd the ori, innl revlies tharato of tha J-panase i inistry of Foraign

— — ——— —— ——— e —

- . E—

£f-irs nddressed to the Hdnistar of Syitzerliand.

— A

I further certify that the attrchad lsttoers ~1.d notes =ra official records of
the Swiss Leg:tion in Japan ad that they ara a part of the official archivas
ind files thereof,

Signed at Tokyo on this _/s/ #. Bossi
Signature of Official

10th day of Wecauber, 1946.

—— - o - -

dtnosst .iax n. Joss /s/ Swiss Diplomatic faprasentative
Ufiiclnl Capacity

Statement of Official Procuraaent

- -

2nd It. dric ./, Fleisher, hcraoy certify that I nm 2ssoci~ted

r“-—ﬂ—'#.'

I

L

vith tha Gen:ral Headruarters ol tne Su.rame comunnder for the .llied rowers,

anG th-t tha ~hove curtification wns obtrined by me from the avdove signad

of ficinl of the Ssiss ~overnient in the conduct of my of ficinl business,

Sirned ~t Tokyo on this _/s/ @ric ... Fleisher, 2nd Lt.
o WUS .1

10th day of Duc. 1946,

dtnesst /s/ Feary Shimojimn Invastigator, IFS

— . Official Cnpacity
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SO UIBTIT .. Description

Lotter doted & July 1942 from the Swiss lfinister to
M‘O (CC-l-Zisi-cﬂri)

Latter d-ted 1 jugust 1942 from tha Swiss Minister to
7060 (CC.1.2.8.-cn.,)

Lotter dnted 15 Septaaber 1942 froa the Swiss “inister
to General TOJO (CC.l.2.8.-cc,)

ttor Cated 9 Decaenbar 1942 from the Swiss Minister to
T NI (CC.1.3.8,-cr.)

Littor doted 9 Fobru~ry 1943 from Japanase finistor of
Foraign «ff~irs to tha Swiss .dnister (No. 33/C.R.)

Lotter dated 12 Febru-ry from the Swiss ‘inister to
5T (CCil.d.E.~deuy)

Lettor doted 2& Fobruarr 1944 from tha Swiss iidnister to
the Japrnase :inistry of Foraign Aff-irs. (CC.1l.3.6.-3Gec,

00, 1335983

Latter dated 25 .pril 1944 from the Swiss inister to the
Jap nese dnistry of Foreizn -ff2irs (CC.1l.3.6.-iGc,
CCil.3.58:)

Letter érted 10 Junc 1944 from the Swiss :dfinister to the
Japanasy (fnistry of Foreiyn .ffirs (CC.1.3.6.-3Cc.
G0 1 9.850)

latter dnted 4 July fron thie Swiss (fdnistor to the Japanass
iinistry of Foreipn .ff-irs (CC.1l.3.8.~8Gf.)

agmorsnduwn dated 9 Lugust 1944 froa the Swiss nister to
the Japanese “inistry of Foreign .ff~irs (CC.1.5.1.-EGi,
CC 30011316- CCI113|C'-"-)

note Varbale dated 26 :wugust from tho J=25:nase .dnist
of Foreign .ffairs to the Swiss .inister (Io. 246/C.R.

saorandun dated 3 Yetober 1944 from the Jup-nese *Anistry
of Forei n .ffairs to the Swiss [‘inister (No. 295/C.R.)

Lotter datad 18 Novaombar 1944 frau tha Seiss [finistor to
tho J pness " inistry of Forsign «ffairs (CC.1.3,.8.-iGc,
CG.1.7157.<CC,1.7,60%)

Luottor datod 4 Decasbor 1944 from tha Swiss .dnistar to
SEIGZ ITSU (06.1.7.63-Fc. CC.1.3.6.~ CC.1.3.8.)

Lotter d-tod 5 Doeceaber 1944 from thue Swiss dnistoer to
the voprnosce . inistry of Foraign -ffirs (cc.1.3.8,~-dc,)
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Leseription
Lottor dated 22 Jrnusry 1745 fro. tne Swiss .dnister to
the Jopanase ©indstry of Foreagn ffairs (CC.1.3.8.~FGd.
C0.1.7:57« . CC.1.7.60.)

Latter dated 19 4 reh 1945 froa the Swiss 'Anister to
the ~apanese “finistry of Foreizn .ff~irs (CC.1l.3.8,.-FGc.
003 7557 5 o8V en: )

Lattor dated 23 April 1945 fro: the Swiss finistour to
tas Joponese [inistry of Forei:n iffairs (CC.1.7,63-FGd.
0Cs1.3:6:5/133,8%)

S

Notus Vorbnlo dated 15 «ny 1945 fron the Jap~nuse ;dinistry
of Joraign .Lfnirs tc the Swiss fAnictor. (Mo, 116/C.it.)

=

Lottaor dted 2 July 1945 from the Swiss dnister to the
Jap~nasa “inistry of Foreign .ff~irs \CC, 7.63.-FGc.,
oo 05 gt S W B IC VY

Lettor d-tad 5 July 1945 froi the Swiss ‘inister to the
Japanasa Finistry of Foraign ‘fiairs (CC.1.328,-FFg.)
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CC. 1, 2. 8-ce.~ .
- Tokyn, 1 Ausust 1042
| Y. lo Ministre,

T
-

To follow my letter nf 9 July I have the honor to inform your
ixcelleney, followins~ the AXpress instructions nf my Gvernmont, tast tho
British GCoverament doecs rnt admit that prisoncrs of wer sheuld he crmoellagd
te work belittling their dignity. It has roquosted the Swise Grvarnment
to meke eovery roorcscntoticn on this subjoet, end attaches the erostost
importance to thee» mettors as thay wore shawm in tha nhotogreoh vublishad _
br the "Japen Times and Advertisor', Tho princinle sanowaced by Article 2 4
Nt tho Prisenor of War Coda of 27 July 1929 sacme to it the mein noint

and it truste thet the Imorrinl Rovarnment will ses ¢ it that nn this
point the Genova Cravention is fullw ponling.

A8 I spid in my eraceding lottor, I ds nnt doubt that this
orincinle, so imyortent t~» the suthors of the Canvention, will be

explied by Jepencse nfficinls and "thor balligeronts.

Plopso aceont, M, 1a Hiniatrn,

the aseurancnrs of my highost
crunsidoration,

Simmed bv the Swiss Minister

o | To Zis “xcollency
? 1. Saizrnari TOGO
: dinistor of Torcien Af<pirs

Takyo.
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CC. 1.2.8,-0¢, Tokye, 15 Septemier 19)2
. cC. 1.3.8,

M. le Eime Hlniat.r. .

that t he following protegtté.‘f?
besent to the ITmperial Governnent ; /1

71,

A
"Information from most reliable sguces is that prisonors of LN

(B) Priscncers of Wer 8loep on floor on sacking er boards anl&.

(¢) No cigarettes or tobasoo ane issued,

(d) Their boots have been confiscated and the

y are a.i:mllo'd
to do heavy werk while barofooted.

: ' !\

British Government a ssumes that | '

of trusalities camited by Militery Auther
of operations, whatever excuse my be #f

ebove there can be ne eccuse for gonfisca
British Governmekt protosts mest

strong
Gonvention and demend immediate Iedress . *

I «111 be grectly ebliged to Yo r Excellency if yeu will inferm
e ol the response of the Ja snese Governuent, and take this oceasion i)
%o mnow, M. le ptine Minister, assurances of my highést esteem, YK

Signed by the Swiss Minister | \
|
To His Excellency ’
M. Goneral Hideki TOJO

Prime Minster and minister of JForeign Affairs
Toekye.

e

7




Doo une nt No. <765-A~ Page 1
001 1-3-8. -or TWO. 9 DBO.mbﬂr 19‘]2
M. le Ministre.

By iy letter of 15%tu September addressed to Lis Excellency,
General TO00, then Minister of Foreign Affgrs, I had the honor te advise
the Imperial Government that the Govermuent of the United Kingdom was
disturbed on the subject of bed treatment accorded the priscners of war
detained in the Rangoen prisen.

I take this ogcasion to weall this mamtter to the kind
attention of Your Excellency and would be very approgiative if you woul
agree to take atepps to appoase the fears of the British Governpent.

In thanking you in advance for your king repose, I take

this occasion to renow, M. le Minister, the ass.renges of my highst
ostecem,

Sgegned by the awill Minister

To His Exoel lency
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Tokye
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Document y;- 276545
TIE GAIMISHO
TOKYO, |
Tran l;atiian
No. 33/¢.r,

e 1. Ministee,

Page 1

7 February 1943

: ft:;. t hehonor to acknowledge r ecodipt of Your Exeellenqgy's
.3 s ’c‘:sfi.:f. ::;?;2;;:0;.‘:2. ﬁl 113080"“.. d ated 1,5 BOptOnbt.r
qf L o : ’ ' atment of British prisoners

" I dosire to
j! ‘h“ inform Your Excelliency that the competent authorities

_ s tated that afterhavag mde full
ﬁaid letters never occurred. -1nqn:lxy.

\

the factsstated in the

Please accopt, M. le Minister, the renowed assurances of my

. |

A
i
|

(LeS.) Minister of Foreign Affairs
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C?C-I-B-B.--dm Tokyo 12 February 19‘*3

M. le miﬂtr‘ ’

By letter of 15 september addressed $o T0JO, then Ninister
for Foreign Affeirs, and by letter of 9 pecember aidressed to Your
ixecellency, I had the honor te meke known to the Imperi al Governnent
the doubts which f{is Briteinnic Majesty's Gevernment had on the sub ject
of the bad treatment of priscomers of wer in Rengoen,

Tn the moantime the Government of the United Kingdom has
requested my Government o commi icate to the Imperiel Government ad-
ditional informetion on the conditions provailing at t he same time in
the s aid prison, Aceoerding to information from the Foreign Office,
superior efficers, Europoan aid Indian, were slapped ugtil they lost
conciousness; they have also been b edton on the head by Japanese Xx soldiers,
The injurios to their cars and evers suffered by the priscnera following
the punching have been aggravatec by the lack of modiczl supplies. All
mod ical supplies ere insufficient and tue sanitary concitions bad, Twenty
cr théfty uem died. Mmy man died fromd yseentery during the first
months of captivity caused by inspufficient water, Ineddition, Europoans
have been farced to aarry our degrediungwrk., Sovere punishments were
inflioted on risoners; it is also clear thet some &f them have been
doprdved of all food for two davs far having cownitted minor offemses
end that indian priscners ef wear have been dorived of food foe having
rofused © onrell in the Indian Naiional Army. It sooms allso that all
jrisoners are in need of proper clothiug and are in regs.

The Eritish Government is most concermed th:t thi= state of
tuiongs should exist, It insists strongly once more thut t.e mpresent. tives
of the protooctng powers and the d elegates of the Internation 1 Coumittee
of the Red Cross be onabled to visit prisom rs of war and civil internces
at Rangoon, alseo these in other camps in Purma, Maslays and the Netherlands

Indies.

In expremses the hope that the Imperisl Gowernment will bet
refuse to accode to this request: 4if it should do so it will be obliged
tc conclude that not only the reports which have been received are correct,
but else that at presemt the conditions are such that the Japaness
authorities do not dosire to adm ¢t noutral ®@legcates to the above memtioned

plﬂﬂ.

W & bove mentioned latter have not been replied to and I
recall this mmtter to the g#tention of Your Execellency and would be
obliged if you would consent to intervene with the com,etent authority
to give, as soon as possible, permission to visit to ny delegates or
t.e Bxm delegates of ti.e International Committee eof the Red Cross the priseners
of Rangeon,, prisonc s andinternce camps in Burma and Makaya, aund also
inthe sout ern island,
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““':. ase mcept, M. le Ministre, theassuranms of my highést

Signed by tue Swiss Minister

To His Exeellency

N. Kasayuki TANI

Minister of yureign Affairs
Tekyeo.

e 2 L e e—— .
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pocument No., 2765-A=7 Page 1

Wlltj I6 l'm.l :
N.I.S.B.-

" ohe gwiss Legation hes the honor to inform the Imperial
Ministry of Foreign Affairs that accordin teo information recently

brought to the attention of the gritish Gevernment, the condition ef
tie prisomers of war in Thailand and Buram loavos mich teo be des red.

There are in particulmr, meny cased of bari-boeri, and the
modical supplies to treast this disease are nch-existnet.

The Government of the United Kingdom has drawn the attention
of the Swiss @overnment to t hese matters and insis$s that the Imperial

autherities take all negessary ueasures to sent essential medical sup-
plies as scon as possible to the camps in Phailand and Buram.

The Legation will be greatly o liged to the Dnper ial Ministxy
if 1t will bring these matters to the attention of competent authorities,

and takes this occasion te mmeow assurances of its ostoon,

Tekye, 28 February 1944

Te the Tups ial Kinistry
of Foreign Affairs, Tokye
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CCs 1e306.=EGe
GOIIQB.B.'

By note of 28 Befruary the Swiss Legation had the honer te
inform the Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs that the British
government was apprizsed that prisomeps of war in Thailand and Burma
lacked medical supplies. It asked then that the Imperial autherities
take neoessary msasures tosmnt them @8 seon as pessible,

In a new communcation, the London Geverament expressed its
desire to know if the above mentioned priseners mow have at t heir
disposétien the essential medical supplies.

The Legation would bDe greatly ebliged to the Ministry if it

would furnish the information in this mgard; and tekes this occasion
te renow assurances of its high esteemnm,

Tekye 25 April 1944

Te the Imperial Ministry
of Fpreiga Affairs

Tekye
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CC, 1 ojl‘-’m.
GO. 1.3 -8--

By motes of 28 pebruary and unil the Swill legation had
tie homor to inform the Im perial stry of For#gn Affairs that the
British Qovernment had been appriged that the priseners of wr in
Thailand and Burma laecked medical supplies. It requested them that

the cempotent autherities teke the Deoessary measures to sent then
8& scon as peo ssible.

Singe t ere has bdeen no respense © this date, the legation
desires to mcal 1 tik this matter to the kind a ttention of the Ministry,
it attacked the greatest impoertance to knowing if the surviving priseners
have now = § their dispesal the essential midical supplies.

The Legation takes this occasion te muEx renew te the Imperial
Ministry assuranges of its high a stooni.

Te the Tmperial Ministry
of Foreigh Affairs

Tekye

[l
(1
7
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00-1-3-3.“.

By lstter of 15 Septem ber 1942 addressed to TONO » then Minister for
Forelgn Affairs and by letter of 9 December to TANI, the Swiss Minister
had the homer te make knowa the anxiety of the British Gevernment on the
sybject of the bad treatment of [risoners of wr in Rengoon Prison, The
London Government furnished at the some time a number of perticulars
Telative to this treatment.

By letter No. 33/C. R. of 9 Vebruary 1943 , the Minister for Foreign
Affairs replied tte the Swiss Minister that the fagts mentioned in the
avove mentioned letters did mot happen.

The Swiss Minister tranamitted the contents of that letter to his
Government for the attention of the Gevermment of the United Kingdonm,

The Swiss Legation has the homor to inferm the Im erial Minister
for Foreign Affeirs that the British Government has in a recont commi-
Rication requested t hat the following mmtters conesrning the treatment

of priseners of warin Burma be lroug .t te the notice of the Imperial
Goverament ;

"l  First Complaint concerns area of Moulmein and falls under
thewe headings

8. Notifications; According te posteards printed by the Japanese
Aitierities, about 20,000 British and Allied prim ners of wr e
detained in ar near Moulmein, Transfor of Apx prisoners ofwar to this
ccmp has never been notified; and it is believed that capture of
Lany prisonsrs of war now in this andether Burmose camps has also
mever been notified. Nor has any notifieation bcen meel ved of
numercus deaths that are known te have eocurred there.

b, Conditions; Conditions under which priseners of wer in Moulmein
camp are dstained ere known te His Ik josty's Gosermment to be at
least as bad as, if not worse, tham these which existed in Thailand.
During October and November 1942, prisencrs of war in Moulmin it self

e are known to have died at t he rate of ap reximately 10 per diem,

the prineipal cuase of dath being dysentery. In other camps ad-
ministered by the Japanese Autherities in or mear Meulmeir an even
more appalling rate of mertaliSality has ocourred amngst prisemers of
war working em that Burmose railway. These deaths are the direct
and inovitable result of conditiens in camps and in particular of the
whelly insdequate raions provided by the Jupm ese Autherities, of
the latter's failure to preovide modicines or equipment in hospitals,

if almst complete lack of adoquate clothing or even feotwear and of
severity of laber exagted from prisoners of wer,

Ce Exhibitien of prisoners: In Pebruary &f 1944, 25 priseners of

war were pareded througn the town of Mulmein, Fhey were in m
omaciated conditien and were forced te ca.ry motices in Burmese

stating that they hed recontly been captured on the Arakan front
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(which we® not the case). Tljey Were further held up te ridicule
and centempt by a Jppanese officer who acgompanied the pareds.
such proceedings e clearly contrary te heonorable standards of

warfare and unwerty of a nation calling itself ¢ivilized, cpart
fromieing a breach of Article 2 of the prisoners of War Convention

2s Second complaint concerns conduct of Japen saatroops in forward
areas in Burma, In the course of the first two Purma sampaigns
these troeps committed a nunber of atrecities on prisoners of war
(instances cenl® supplied if required), The present Burme
campaign has L een merked by the .assacfe and fll-treatment of Rritish
and Indian Priseners of war, includi ng wounded seldiers endmedical
persenmel, epptured nsar Ngakyedauk on February 7, 1944 .

The Medical persoinel were tortured by tight binging of their
hands for long periods end deprivation of food and water for tve days.
No modical etention wheatever was given to wounded prisoners of war

and those patients who greanted from pain wre shot or Layonaited.
Other patientsvere dll:lgetateh put in line of fise whichresulted

in at least ocne death and many imfy injuries, No attempt was made to e vacuate
Krisoners of war,

On February l4th, Japanese farces evacuated the area, pefore
doing a s0 they delileretely massacred the remaining yrisoners (at lest)
20 British and Indians, meny of whem were ~earing Fed Cress arm letterings)
by shoeting, These facts cre known fromtestimony of eye witnesses.
Further instanges of brustality of Japanese forward Wwroeps during the
present campaign are;

A Execution or b cheadingy of wounded West African lance cerporal at
phoongyi Ky sung at the and of January 1944,

B. Bayenstting of four Indian seldiers whe had = ttempted to oscape
from a priscners of war camp ebout 5 miles Fas t of Kalawain in
Jenuary 1944

c. Maspagrec with swords of about 50 wounded Britains and mudien
jrisoners of war in Manipur in March 1944,

D Outrage committed on Merch 26, 1944. at Khandok when a West Afrisan
jriseners of war was tied to a tree, nis finger nails were aut off
andhis heart cut out by a Jepemese medical officer."®

His Briteinnic Mnjosty's Government considers it of great impertance
that the Imperial autherities meke a camplete ingquiry inte the above

montioned faats and take all proper mees.res $o provent their rep Litien,

In thanking in ad ance the Mmperial Ministcr for its kind response,
the Isgation takes this oceasion to mnow the a'suranees of its hi:h
esteen,

Tekyeo, 4 July 19“

Te the Imperisl Mnistry
of Foreign Affairs

Tokye
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CCel.5.1.-ECi,
cC

€C.1.3.6.
GU-].-B.B-

EEMNMORANDU X

puring his regent visits to prisener of war camps in Japan,
the Swiss delegate loarned that tere were still s everal eases of

beri-beri amng the prisoncis. It appears, morewver, that they are of
long standing,

The British Governpent inglimes to the belief that beri-beri

is always remant in other camps in the Far Eest and it requests the
Swiss 1eg tion o interveme to obtain an essurance that the ne cessary
ste_s have been taken to cambat this disocase.

In the legation's letiers of 28 February, 25 Ajril and 10 June,
to the Imperial Ministry for Fereign Affairs, the London Government

has already mquested that medical supplies be sent to camps in
Thailand and Burme where there is leri-deri.

Tie Isgation would be wry much cbliged to the Imperial

Ministry of Foreign Affairs if it would meke known its views on
this subject.

Tokyo, 9 August 1944
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THE GAIMISHO
TOKYO

dxcnslation

No. 246/C.R,

NOIE VEERBALE

The TImperial Ministry for Fareign Affairs hes the henor to
acknowledge receipt of the Swiass Legation's letter No. CC.l ¢ 38 4=EGT,
of 4 July last relative teo the treatemnt of British prisoners of war
in Burma.

The Ministry dsires to inferm the lLegation of the fellowing

matters after havin: had a reply fram the Competent Authorities to
whom it had made inquiry em this fubject;

l. In protest No. l-A, the Britisi Government alleged that the trans-
fer to Purma of aflied priscners of war had not been made known to
it. put inmality the ma jority of British and allied pricners
of war wh © were then in Burma had been priscners o wer attached
to camps in Thailand and Malaya and had been provisional 1y transe
ferred to Burma., The Imperial Governmeht which specially cone
cerns itself with the commngcation of names of rrisoners of
war has already notified the Intermati onal Co mittee of the Red
Cross eof the names of mere th.n 10,000 priscners of wr gtached
to cames in Thailand and Malaya. The names of deceased prisencis
in these mgions aresetually in the coukse of commnication.

2e The reply to other questions recentl, submitted will be coumunicated
after:n examination of the £xx alleged facts.

26 pugust 1944
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THE GAIMISHO
TOKYO

iranslation
No. 295/C. R.

MEMORANDU X

By Memerandum No. CC. 1,5.1-EGi, dated 9 pugust last, the Swiss legation
sent to the Imperial Ministry € Fereign Affairs a requcst from the British
Government relative to the matter of beri-beri among priscners of war.

The Imperial Géverament, by exercising great vigilance as to the health
and hygiens of risemers of war, takes added measures, such as onthly medical
examination ineach prisonmers of war camp, te enable sickness to be treated in
its first stege. As & preventive msasure against beri-beri, the campetent
authorities give them, as t.e minister has informed the legation by Nete
Verbale . 215/C.R, dated 29 July last, re lying to that of the Legation
No. CCl.5.1.+deu of 9 December 1943 , unpelished rice in place of polished
rice, also rice bran, concentrated vitamins, ete., and in coneseqguence, they
® do not lack vitemins, The numb.r of prisoners suffering fromberi-beri
is less than 1 in Japan, and the same in Thailend, and in Buram enly a
rate of under 2¢. And t ese figures are sgtually dminishing on aecount
of proper treatment ming given., All of which goes to show thet there
is not need for any anxiety on this subgect.

As far mxixix as tie food in general of the risconers in congernec, the
compe tent autheorities are giving tiem, in spite of different obstacles
arising in the su_ply =l tuation, the same food in quality and quantity
as that of Japanese base roeps. It is said that it is much superior
to that of the Jepanese gemrally.

Cn¢-ming priscners in the camps of Thailand and Buraa, te which
the Legetion made referenge in the last pert of its said Memorandum,
the s ame measures are t aken for their he alth, and the nsesssary remdies
ere provided for them,

3 October 1944
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Imperial Ministry for Fereigm Affairs a Communciation from His Britannig
gect of ill-treatmsnt of Friseners of wr in
Burme, The London Government cited several cases of torturing of prisoners.
It complained alseo that the named of priseners in Burma had not been notified,

its power, ched alreagly notified the International Committee of the red Cross
of more than 10,000 names of priseners in the sia d ¢amps. The Minis ter
added that he would reply teo theother points set out in the Exitisn
commnication & fter an exemination of the al leged facts.

The Legation has informed its Government of the preseding matte:rs,,
Yo be for warded to the Government of the United Kingdom,

It is set out in a regcent Commungetion from London that the British
Government considers it of great importance te know, as scon & possible,
the result of the inquiry made by the Imperial authorities on the subject
of the treatment of prisomers in Burme and of the tortures whish they

in this mtter.

Alse, the Londen Govermmsnt has requested that the @étention of the
Jepanese Government be drawn to the mse of a further a troeity in Burums.
It stetes that it has learned of the follwwing ease fromw sm eye-witness;-

the town of Tuvey beating & gong &nd inviting towns eople to be present

On &n open field neer th posé office. Many went to witness the execution,
I saw the six Biritsh soldiers esch tied to & aross and opecsith them were
three J:,anese soldiers and three Burmese ocivil policemen, Weln the order

was given, the three Japas se soldiers gharged at three of the British
soldiers with fixed bayonets and killed them, A few minutes later, the
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Thd government of the United Kinglom desires to know the names of the
six Bri{tish solds@rs and hes demended that anm inquiry be epened end that the
culprits be punished. It referes to the letter of the Swiss Minister te
SnIGEMITSU dated 2lat October in which it was stated that the Brisish Govern-
mwnt had learnsd of the putting te@ath of four Indians in the capp at
Moteik (Purma) and raises a very strong pmtest against the manner in $hich
they were treated. It further demands that an ingquiry be made and that the
mih be ]Imiﬂ:nd-

Finally, the Government of the United Kingdem has regquested that
the Imperial Gowernment be motified that i% Las regieved reperts that
conditions in Rmdon “entral Ghol are extremsly bad., Théd primn is
used as a camp and in 3% a¥e about 700 British, Americans end Indiens.
These rispners are ill-treated and msasures must de ®ken immediarly
cor proper medical supplies to be sent to them,

The Legation would be very much obliged te the Imperial Ministry
if i% would inform i% as soon as possible as to the attentien which has
advan ce for its kind response, it tekes this occasion to renewa ssurances
of is$s high esteenm,

Tokyo, 18 November 1944

To the Imperial Ministry
of Foreigan Affairs

Tokyeo.
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M. 1O Ministre.

I bhave the honor to inform Your Exce.lency thet the British and
Australian Governments uave requested my Governnent to send the following
communication to the Japanese Government ;-

*Some 100 pAugtralian and United Kingdom survivors from the Japanese
transport 5.5. "Rakhyo Maru®" torpedoed in Seuth CRina Sea on September 12th
have reached Australia and §reat Britain, Follewing is a brief summary of
the knowledge which has consequently come into the pessession of his M psty's
covernment in the United Kingdom and Australia regarding treatment of Eritish
and Australian miscoers of war by japanese military authorities; all availabl
prismmers of war in Sigapore and Java were moed early in 1942 to Burma or
Thailand, Austreliens werc nt by sa to Burma crowded inte ships' holds
which had been horizentally sub-divided s¢ that ceilings were no mere than
B feet high., Priscners from the United Kingdom were sent by ® il to Thailand
so crowded inte steel cattle trucdks that they could mot even lde down during
the jomrney., They were then marched some 80 miles, All were sent to work
on the construction of a rajilway through primitive disease-~infected Jjungle
in Thailand apd Burma., Ceneitions underwhich all these men lived and worked
were infuman; such accomodation aswas provided gave little or no rotection
agel nst Srepieal reins or blazing sun, Worn eut clethin was not replaced
and scen many lacked elothing, boots end head converin., The enly food pro-
vided was a panniking of rice and a small quantity of watery stew three times
a day, but work had to go en without respite whatever ceat in humen suffer-
ing or life. The inevitable result was a dpeadful death sate, tue lowest
estimute being 20 percent, These concitions continued until the railway
was finished abeut October 1943 when these not needed for maintenanes
vas finished gout October 1943 when these not needed for mmintenange
wark were moved o csmps in Thailand and later to Singapere on reute to Japan.

»The rescusd men were on a ship which left singapore arly in September
1944, Tuere were probably 1300 United Kingdom and Australisn prisoners of
war on board. After shews sunk, the Japanese deliberately picked up all
J= anese survivors but left the priscoers to their fete. Statements ef our
men constitule direct and unimpeachable evidence of the outrageous treoatment
by the Jepenese ofd@fenceless prisoners of wer,.®

The Governments of the United Kingdem and Australia mske a sron
,mtest gal mt the inhumen treatment inflicted on those priscners.

I add that I have informed . is Exesllemcy N. le Ministre SUZUK]1
in a personal letter of i18%th November that the survivers of the “Rakupo
Maru* have, sceording to British information arri od inm England and
Australia and that a public statement will be melle in these Wwo ccun ries
following the statement of the above mentioned on the ill-treatment inflicted
upen prisoners of war in Thailand and Burma,

Please acoept, M. le Minister, the assurances cf my highest estecm.

To liis Excellene Signed by the Swildd Minister
M. Mamoru SHIGEMITSU
Ninister of ¥oreign Affairs, Tekyo
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The Swiss legation has the honor to inform the Im erial Ministry for
Foreign Affairs that according to a commnication frcm the British Governe
ment there has been found in Burma a mographed booklet entitled: *Notes
for the interregution of prisoners of w r,* and marked "Very secret," It
was put out on 6th August 1943 by the *Hayashi pivision Staff* and bore
the signature of FUJIHARA, This booklet wes to br used as a guide %o
interrogate Britisu, pmerifan and Duteh .risoners and contains the following

passages -

*L, Care mist be exercised when making use of rebukes, invegtives or torture
(¢omon) as it will result in his telling falsehceds and meking a foeol

eof you.

1l T.e fellowing are the metnods normally te be a dopted;

a, Tarture (gomcn) which 4includes kicking, beatins and anyging
connegted with physical suffering. The methoed tole used only
when e verything else fails a8 it is the mpst clumsy one, (Note:

In the text, the pessage is specially marked. ) Change the inter-
rogating officer when using violent torture, and goed results can

be had if thenew officer guesations im a s mpathetic menmer.

b' ‘_‘hr“ul
l. Hints of future physical discomfor ts, for instance: terture,

mixder, starving, solisary confinement, & reiation of sleep.

2, Hints of future mental discomforts, fer instance; he will
‘not be allowed to sent letters, to inform his home he 18 &
war priseonsr, he will nto be given the same treatment as the
other priscners of w r, he will be kept till the lasi in %the
ovent of em exchan e of prisoners, etc,”

The Govermmant of the United Kingdem has requcsted that the a ttention
of the Japanese Government be drawn to the fereigning. It reeslls thaitbe
Jepenese Government has rece: ly s trongly demied that Imperial authorities
mke use of sorture (see M tter No. 1835/C.H. from SHIGEMITSU to the Swiss Minister J

lst ly last).

The London Government presumes that the gbove mentimed instruéticns

have been given unknowa to the ygx Ipperial Government and it resuires
neé only that the Japenese Gevernment revoke these instructions, but that

it will punish the perscns who gave them.

| In asking the Ministry to make known as soon as possible the response
of the Imperial Gevermment to the jresent cemmnication, the Togation takes
this eccasion te mnew its assurances of high esteem,

To the Imperial Ministry Tokyo, 5 Decenber 1544
of Fereign Affairs, Tekye
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By notes of 4th July end 18th November, tle Swiss legation hau thd
honor to inform the Imperial Mnistry of Fareign Affairs that the Governuent
of His Britannic lajesty had complained of the ill-treatment to which the
jrisoners of war in Burma had been subjected. It cited meny cases of
torture which had been inflicted upon these prisoners., Also it advised that
the conditions in the wRangoon Cen trel Jeile®* where 700 prisoners of war v erc
confined, weiv very had, and that medical e ttention ought tote dispensed
quickly to those d&ove named riscners.

Tle Minstry will remember thaet on 26th pugust it had particularly
notilfied the Iegation that it wauld respond, after examimtion of the alloged
fects, to the ponta listed in the British awmmnication transiitted by the
above mentioned note of Lth July,

No response having been received to thiés date, tie legation desires
o mwegall this matter o the kind attention of the Jumperial dMinstry. The
Goveinment of the United Kingdom was in effect very desirous to know as soon
as possible the reai lts of the inquiries undertaken by the Imperial authcriiie
on the subject of the .#iers referred t o in the above mentioned notes.

In asking the pinistry if it will kindly attend to this so thet the
London Government may be informed as soon as possible, the legation takes
tiiisocca sion to renew assurances of its high esteern.

To the Imperial Minisbry Tokyo , 23 January 1945
of ¥oreign Affairs
Tokyo.




Docunment Lo. 2765-4-19 Page 1

CC.1.7.63.-FGd.
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\

oy lettor of 4 Deocenber ®ho Swiss Minister had the honor to bring
to the attention of kis Exccllency M. Mamoru SEIGEMITSU o vrotost ¢f the
dritish end Austrelien Govornronts ageinst tho ill-treatnont inflicted
on prisoncrs of wer in Theiland ond Bursae, as woll es egainst the con-
ditions under vhich & cortain nw.ber of orisonors hed beon transported
from Singavore on tkhe "Rakuyo Maru." The Swies Logation would bo very
auch obliged to the Irperial .inistry of Fereign Affairs if it would
cormmunicatc the ropl;” of tho Jepenusoc Govornrient to this rrotest, and
it takos this occesion to rencw to the Ministry thc assurances of its
high ostee:n. :

Tokyo, 23 April 1945

To the Iuperiel Ministry
of Foroign Affaire

Tokyo

[< ﬂ‘ It
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i
Ty GAIMUSHO %
10LYO0 \
Trenglation ‘ R,
Ec.llE/C.R ‘
i8TE YERBALE {
Roferrins to Fotes wos. CC.1.3.8.-EGE. end €C.1.3.3.-EGc./CC.1.7.57/ '{
0C.1.7.60., of tho Swiss Logation under dates of 4th July and 18th loveiber, “
1944, end following tho liote ho. 246/0. R. of 2¢th Avgust, 1944, tho Icporial i
Ministry of Foroign Af<airs “as th: honor vo inforw: the Legetion as follows, é
bescd on the report of cowmoctent sauthoritios: !
1. As rogercs notificetion of trensfcr of prisoners of war (paragraph l-a of 1
the British Governrert's m-~otcst trensmitted by note Ho. CC.1.3.8. | l
EGE of 4th July 1944), it es rovlicd to by lettor Wo. 248/C. R. of | B
26th Auzust, 194«. ! |

2. As rogards tho ircetiicnt of prisoncrs of wer (peregreph 1-= of tho
British proteat), the suthorities concerncd rogret that tho eituation
of prisoners of var in Moulmoin crmos end in the outskirts of that
city arc such thet the concentrated offorte of all the senitary servicos
of tho Jevenesc troons cennot orovent the sorcad of dlsceses of the
dicestive eystor, etc.y ceece of vhick heve increescd, causod not only
by tho vory bed conditions due to the clizete, dut sfleso by tho freouent
interruption, in the reiny sceson of 1343, of cormunicetione with these
localities. The prisoners ere not the only ones vho suffor frox tris
difficult situation; thec Jedanese troovs stertioned in the sario rogion
were themsolves obligced to fece the st o situstion. Sut by tho oxtre-
ordinery efforts of thc troooe in thes: pleces, in tke autuzn of tho
gPi0 year, nechEE:y senitery instellations wero cozoletecd, aand in
conge~ucnee tho nunber of sick and deethe was consicersdly lcssonod.

¥
’

3. The inouiry medo into the subjoct of the exkivition of prironcre oI wer
(peragraph 1-C of thebritiud protest) discloscs tret no such thing cver
occurred.

4, The full inouiry nede by coopetent suthoritics hes shovm thet it is
ianogsible to eccovt the allegetion of Lho critish Governicnt thet
atrocitics werc comuittor by Jeornesc troooe in surae (paregreph 2
of the Zritish protest end the lest pert of the lotter of 18th

Novenber, 1%44.

Tho comvotent authorities, vho sre just £s concerned sbout the treatzent
of orisoners of ver now es they have been in the pest, continue to cgulco the
Japenesc troops sccorcingly st thosu pleces.

15 May 1945
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By letter of 4th December the Swiss Ninister had the honet to Wring
to the attention of His Excellency M Mamoru SHIGEMITSU, a protest from
the British and Australian Governments against the ill-treatment inflicted
on prisoners of waer in Thailend and Burma, as well a8 against the conditicns
under which aertain number of prisoncrs had been trans ported from Signga~

pore cbepard the *Rakuyo Maru.*

By note of 29rd April the Swiss legation xpressed to the lmperial
pinisry of Foreign Affairs its deisre to b2 scquainted with the point of

view of the Japumese Government on this protest.

%kk Without respomse to this ‘dato, the Legation desires to mcall tuils
mtter to the kind attention of the Minisry.

It takes this occasion to ream w the assurances of its high esteem.

garizawa, 2 July 1945

Te tue Imperial Minas try
of Foreign Affairs
Tokyo
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The Swise Logation hes tho honor to inforz the Imperiel Ministry of
Forolgn Affairs thet Zis Eritannic Mejooty'e Govornaent hes roguostod. tho
Fedoral authoritios to adiroes in its nsiic tho following notc to tho lzperial
Fovornent

"l. Theo following signod strtermont hoe been 2ede by a British soldior cemtured
by Japsncsc ¥orces noer Undaw, Zurie on tho 24th Jenuwary 1¢4o. This
soldior »ad boon wounded during tho night by & dullet wvhich hed ontcrod
tbu loft side of liis back end ocaorgod through hie right duttock.

'At doybresk the Jeosnoso eoverrud (ebout 15 of thorm) snd the first one
tock ofI =y can coiforter end hit e across tho hord with tho flet of

hie bryonet. Anothor Jedeneso took iy wrist wwtch rnd others went
tnrouyh ny wockets toking e purso, cigerotte cesc, fountmin ocn, puncile
end 3 X rti rnd 11 errcy ony Yook, also ry identity disk. Two Jaorneso
thien toak hold of mo to try end stand on oy foot, but I collaokod to the
ground. tH¥y thon tock hold of . wrists enl drrgoed o ronroxicrtely
200 yrrds to » tozole in Uncow wherc A Surrusce wes tied wo, #nd toking

z¢ ingldec, thoyr wired iy enkles snd atteched tho wire to » bolt on 2 door,
leeving: me hengin; wvith rmy shoulders resting on the grounc. Onc Jepencse
officer ernd two other ronks then oroceoded to suoesticn e reforcnce tenks,
ertillory, vlenos end the dissosition of our bettelion. (I askod to ‘see
tho mocicel officor ebout oy wounés. ke wee drovght in. My shirt end
trousors wore cut with scissors. =no locked ot the wound but no ércesings
wora aoplied.) I revlicd tzet I aid not know sanything end only told then
oy neoc, nutoer end renz. They thon left e, but were in end out sgking.
tre se2e cucstions. I askod for water dbut vas rofused. They thcn orought
in Fusilicr Dodd vho wes in ny scction into the tusole, Eis hende vero
tiod beaind his beck. =o did not sovear to beo wounced. He romarkaa to
=0, "I don't hrlf fou.l dry." as soon as ho gpolkke thoy took iz swey and
tho lest I saw hir: ho wee boing tskon round & eiell hill. They rppocarod
aenin end rskod o sonc quostions ze bdefore, throvine =y AL 64 down by
tho side of o. Next thing rocollectod was thom cutting mc dovm end
olecing ¢ on an irproviscd stretcher., A bottle of vwetor wwes placod
outsicde =y reack And on trying to goet hold of it I knocked it over; 1
Just anagoC to ot e nouthaful. During the nizht our artillery started
e -onbercent snd ex officor toock =y rifle snd rounds pnd wont out. lhat
is the lest I sew of tho Japanosc. Thu following =orning I sfw tvwo =en
vaseing the Coor end on cnlling out to the~ foun«. thoy were Zoyal bcots.
Thoy ceve e some wetor end aunt for # str.ateker. I ves trkon oeck to
the ficld exbulrnce. (Signed) J. B, Thoras Fus.'

2. IThe Zritish officors who worec oréecnt vhon Fusilior Thores (2nd tho
bocy of the Zurnmese civilian) weore rocoverec state that outside tho

tomnle thoe. discoverod tho body of snother prisonor who hed Doen ouried
vith only his heeé out of the ground.” -
ihe CGovornaont of Eig Eritennic Mejosty cdeonends thet the Iaporial

Governtont trko tho nocossery ncesurcs to arovert e rocurrenco of like things,

end desires rlse to Do inforrcd of the punishment inflicted on tho official

nc. the Jeoencec soldiers rosponeivlc for the ill-troetzont inflictod on thesc
zritisn prisoncrs of wer.
In asking tho Ministry to kindly comgunicete the responsc of tho

Ioerial Governront to the orosont notificetion, the Iogetion takes this

cooortunity to renow the assurencos of ite hizh ostoor. Karulzewa, 5 July 1948

To0 the I—periel Ministry of Forcicn affairs, Tokyo.

' R S
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Title and Nature: Twenty-two Notes Exchanged between
the Japanese Government ang the Swiss Legation in Tokyo on
Representations Re Ill-treatment of Prisoners of War made
by British Government through Swiss Government

Date: 8 Jul 42 Original ( ) Copy (x) Language: English

5 Jul 45 . French
Has it been translated? Yes () No (x)

Has it been photostated? Yes () No (x)
LOCATION OF ORIGINAL

Swiss Legation, Tokyo
SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Swiss Legation, Tokyo

PERSONS IMPLICATED: TANI, Masayuki; TOGO, Shigenori; TOJO,

Hideki; SHIGEMITSU, Mamoru (all only s$msofar as Foreign Minister
Minister at time)

CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE : Violation Geneva POW
Convention

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS

Doc. No,

2765-A-1 Note of 8 Jul 1942, Swiss Minister to TOGO
2765-A-2 Note of 1 Aug 1942, Swiss Minister to TOGO
2765-A-3 Note of 15 Sep 1942, Swiss dinister to TOJO
2765-A-4 Note of 9 Dec 1942, Swiss Minister to TANI
2765-A-5 Note of 9 Feb 1943, Gaimusho to Swiss Minister
2765-A-6 Note of 12 Feb 1943, Swiss Minister to TANT
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2765-A-7 Note of 28 Feb 1944, Swiss Ug

Basien to Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo

2765-A-8 Note of 25 Apr 1944, Swiss Le

gation to Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Taokyo

2765-A-9 Note of 10 June 1944, Swiss Le
of Foreign Affadrs, Tokyo

2765-A<10 Note of 4 Jul 1944, Swiss Legation to Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo

gation to Ministry

2765-Apll Memorandum of 9 Aug 1944, Swiss Legation to
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo

2765-A-12 Note Verbale of

26 Aug 1944, Gaimusho to Swiss
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2765-A-13 Memorandum of 3 Oct 1944, Gaimusho to Swiss
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2765-A-14 Note of 18 Nov 1944, Swiss L

egation to Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo

2765-A-15 Note of 4 Dec 1944, Swiss Minister to oHIGEMITSU

2765=-A-16 Note of > Dec 1944, Swiss
of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo
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