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HEADQUARTERS

U.S. STRATEGIC EOLEING
(PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTHASTER, SAN FRAN

II'TERROGATION NO. USSES €5(Supplenment) PLACE: TOKYO
NAV, MO, 13 DLTRE: 14 Vovember 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.

Personnel interrogstec: .
Captain WATANABE, Y., I1.J.N,

o Ul ILARY

Ti.e following notes of battles submitted ty Captain
wATANAEE, I.J.F. Gunnery and Landing Force Officer, Staff
CinC combined fleet(Admiral VALALOTO). All times (-9).

RESTRICTIID

65=-1(Sup)




- T -

NARRATION
MIDWAY Action 4 -_6 June 1942,

27 lMay 0600 Departed HASEIRASELINA, INLAND SEA near XURE,

3 June 1030 liobile force broke radio silence an¢ sends out sig-
nals to change course.

Proceeding through fog fron 1000 the 2nd to 2300 the 3rd.

4 June 19510 Detect what is telieved to e ererny nlane signals
in near vicinity. At 0900 the 3rd and 2330 the 4t}.,
KAGI detects sinilar signels.

5 June 0130 36 fighters and 36 bomters take off to attack MIDWAY
- 0600 Returno | |

0130 - 0200 Ailr Searches.
After 0230, made contact with 2 or 3 eneny pratrol planes.
C400 - 0650 Enemy planes torpedo attack carriers.
Mo damage sustained,
042¢ Enemy surface force sighted by Japanese scout plares
0500 One carrier sighted Ly search airplane.
In process of refitting with #80 torpedoes. Delay
caused by shifting from bomks To torpedoes. Lost
chance to hit American carriers.
0725 30 enery planes attack. AKAGI, KaGi and SORYU burning
0758 € fighters and 18 bomber planes of the HIRYO take
off for attack on American carriers. One carrier of
LNTERPRISE class severely cdamaged., One heavy cruiser ser-
iously damaged. One large carrier sunk,
1413 Our aircraft repo-ted enemy task force proceeding east,
leaving one large carrier tehird smoking.
1403 HIRYU damaged L+ dive bomter attack,
2355 LIIDWAY Occupation cancelled ty despatch froi Admiral
YAMALIL.CTQ, | '

(Thie was discussed bty all members of Staff. Chief of
Staff (Rear Adr.iral UGAKI) convinced Admiral YAMAINCTO to turn
back. Temainder of staff divided in opinion whether to turn ‘rack
or try to capture without aircraft).

CORAL SEA Action 4 - & Jiay 1242,

S & Sepren, (Ee (g oS . PR o e et . G

LOKAKU received 3 250 kg tomb hits,

4. llay Atout 80 enemy carrier planes attack TULAGI between
Q€30 and 1315, |

5 Liay ' See no enemy.,

3 eneny E~17's attack 0 (PORT I'CRESEY) Occupation
Force, Mo hits.

6 May Liscover striking force at 0810,
Ene.y E~17's sight MO (PORT LORESEY) Occupation Force,

/ Hay 3 F=1Y/'s attock transports at 0550, no danage; aircraft of
CLHDIV 5 discovers large tanker and mistaks it for carrier
at 0530; Float Recce sights striking force at 0640: SEOHO
sunk at 0935; 12 tombers and 15 attack planes of CARDIV 5

take off at 1430 but fail to sight eneny; RAEAUL AIR FLOT

2b cooperates in attack and sinks 1 vattleship, severcly

camages 1 tattleship, sinks (unconfirred) ‘1 cruiser.

8 L.ay CL DIV 5 SEOKAKU receives 3 #250 bomb hits at 094C; at
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NMarrative of Interrogation (Captain
0920 1 large enemy carrier (LEXINGTON) sunk, 1 medium
carrier (YORKTOWN) sunk, and 1 EBE or cruiser left burning.

SOLOLONS sction 23 - 25 jugust 1942,
Y BOEUET 30 enemy transports arrive at GU.D.ALCANAL.
16 fugust 1800 Liobile Force departs INLLIL OEh.

(0) General Command.
hiainn Unit: CinC Combined Fleete.
sucporting Force: [Advance Force CinC 2nd Fleet.
| jiobile Force CinC 3rd Fleet,

lobile Force Connand. |
Main Urit: CinC 3rd Flect. SEOKLKU, ZUIKAKU
CAEDIY 1 (less RYUJO) 1 DEBDIV
2 DD!'S.

dvance Unit: Comdr 1llth Division 11th Div. CHIKUl., /th
| Div (less :(WGALI uncer
repair) 10th Div.(less

2 DESDIVS plus 1 DESDIV)

Detached Unit: Comdr. 8th Divicsion. 8th Div (less CHIKULL)
- Hildly 2 DY

20/1255 Enemy carrier sighted. Dliobile Force cancels call
at TRUK and procezd to south to intevrcept.
20/0600 lokhile Force refucls.
0900 20 cnemey caryier plancs land at GUILALC.NeL
DESROY 2, remaining elements of ICRIKI Detachment,
~nd YOKOSUK. 5th Special Landing "orce (700 Lrmy
- 800 Iiarincs) scheculed to e“fect landings on
G[IELD;TLLC.‘-T‘T;'LL on th@ c?.‘q-tht
03/1625 iircraft carricr's course reversed. Course 330
due to cdelay in landing force. |
24./02C0 TDestroyer Squadron 2 Detached Unit- hcads for attack
on GU..LALC.INMAL. Kain Unit reverses course, COUrsSE
150,
0415 "irst secarcles carrier aircraft. DBnewry not sighted.
0¢37 Enerry patrol plane contscts our uain unit.
1228 Large eneny force sighted by cruiser plane,
1420 Two enemy task forces sig ted and attacked.
1 carrier severely damasged and burning (HORNET
afire, sunk, ENTERPTISE damaged.
. 2 cerriers scver:ly damaged and burning.
2nd phsse of attack. Japanesc plancs fail to find
United States Flect and return to shipse.
- 1543 Encrry not sighted.
130¢ -Two bombers attacked SHORLKU. No darare sustain
¥ight attacks scheduled by carriers cancellzcd due
to bad weathere -
1300 RYUJO sinks due to dive bomb (10 hits).
2200 Might destroyer attacks cancclled., Withdrawing.

$ 30 « o NG ¢ SEERNTY. - SIS, © 4 © ()
SUZUY:.  KULANO KIRISHIMAS NLGLR,) HIil CHIE
10 Kiliometers
: 2 DD'S
() SEOKAKU
{'-1 2 5 < AT !
RESTRICTED 5 Kilometcrs )Z%I%EK%

65- 3-(Sup)




Narrative _of Interrogation (Captain VATAVABE, Y., T1.J:Fe).
tattlc of S/NT. CRW Island 26 October 1942
(South PACIFIC Lction) |

Comr and Channcl |
~ «Qvance Force Maln Unit:s CinC 2nd Fleet CruDiv 4,
CruDiv 5(less HAGURO) Dese
Ron 2, DesRon 24, CarDiv 2
(JUNYO, HIYO)
Forward ALttack Unit: Comdr, FatDiv 3,
EatDiv 34 DesDly
l L’)' D':‘J SDiV 2 ®
Ilfoblle Forece CinC 3rd Fleet 3rd Fleﬂ%(lGSS a part)
6 DD'S 3 KUNIK/ WA LARU

11l October Sortic from TRUK .
CruDiv 6 (i0F:s, K.iKO, FURUTAKL) and 2 DD'S bombard
Pattle of 5.0 18lond,

13 October 2 or 3 cnemy cerricrs, 2 battleships, 5 to 7 crulscrs
and 6 to 8 DD'S sighted South GUADALCANAL, by sca-
planes from RUSSELL and RENNEIL Islands.,

BatDiv 3 she¢lls GUADALICANAL,
(ELRUNA and KIRISHI. ) - All plancs on GU.LDALCANAL
believed destroy.d.

14 October Onc encmy patrol plane contacted and shot down by CV-
VF, ©Gcarch plene sighted 1 enemy battleship, 1 crul-
8er and 3 degtrovers South of GUALLLC N = CONVOY-

15 October - Landings by high-specd transport unit land troops |
Y day (ztout X plus 6 days)e Llle-out attack scheduled

Tor 2lets
Onc crulser sunk by carrier aireraft. Attzck rhasc
?};_1.‘ :

Onc cruiscr moccrately camageds Onc transport heavily
aonaged. Onc transport slightly damaged. .ttack
phase #2.

Our transport force makes landing on GUADALCANAL.,

16 Cetober Scéarch aireraft sighted enemy ncar RENVEL Islard. 1
carricr, 2 crulsers, 8 DD'G, 3 battlcships, 6 cruiscrs,
7 destroycers.

17 Qctober Operations to crush encmy reinforcorcnt forec,
18 fighters and 18 attack plancs to GUADALCANAL.
10 attack plancs to hit shipe anchored at LUNGCA.

19 gtokar Y day sct 22 October. Postponed by Army requcst -
not rcady.

20 October Mo intelligence on the cnemy forces.

2l October Y cay set for 23 October., Postponcd by Army again.
Following sighted by scarch aircraft in RENNEL Arcgs
1 oattleshlpy 2 eruiscrs.
1l bettleshipy 1 cruiser, 2 destroyers.

22 October  HIYO, flagship of CarDiv 2, dcvclops mechanical trouble
Proceesds to TRUK. Flag shifted to JUNYO,

23 October incmy patrol planc makcs contact with CEIKUMA.

Y cday postponcd onc day by Army rcqucst.

2 battleships, 1 eruiscr, 2 destroycrs sightecd by
RESTRICTED | 65-4-(Sup)
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by scarch plancs at TENNIL Islanc.

24 Qcroper Some rcfucling. Lespatch sent to Arny at GUADACANAL
that if gencral attack was not madc imnceciately Navy
woulc leave sccne duc to lack of fuel and food. Arnmy
does not arpreciatc Navy problem.

Scarch plancs sightcd encry ncar RENTEL Islande
Fnemy judged to consist of 5 battleships, 3 cruiscrs
and 19 destroyerse.

25 Detober 0020 Recceived report that Army hed captured GUADAL-
CANVAL at 2100 the 24th. Sent planes from carricrs
to invecstigate. Army rcport falsc.
0500 Reportcd by Army that airficld not yct capturcd,
0815 United States patrol planc sights our mobile
force.
1300 Taided by 6 EF=17's., No camage sustaincd.
1130 2 battleships, 4 cruisers, 1 light cruiser,
12 destroyers sighted by search prlanss in RENVIL Arca.
Army schedulad to attack and brcak through at 1900/
25, but failed in attcmpt.

26 Dctobear 0050 Patrol planc orops bont in vicinity of ZUIEAKU.
No hits,
0130 lLobile force rcverses coursc anc hecads nortn at
24 knots.
0345 Dawn Doublc scarches, takc-off at 0215 and 0245.
0450 Enery task force sighted by scarch plancs bcar-
ing 125°= distance 210.
0655 Attack on cnemy #1 task forcc, 1 carricr (HORVET)
burning, 1 hcavy eruiser sunk(?), 1 lig.t crulscr,
4 DD'S (1°'DD sunk and 1 DD scverely damagcd) .
0540 ZUIEQ afirc from dive bortcr atlack.
0820 - 0900 2nd attack phacc ;2 Unitod States task
force #2 attackcede. 1 carricr(U.S.) severcly damagca,
1 battleship(U.Bs) sunk, 2 heavy erulsersiU.0s) and
1 ncavy cruiscr sovercly damaged, 8 destroyers P e
2 DD'S scvercly danaged.

Combat rccord of Advance

-___‘.--_“HH!—“--MI-‘I—_-‘--_ I;L

-

0920 Plancs of CarDiv 2 sightcd and attacked Task
Force 3. 1 carvier (ENTERFRISE) sunky 2 heavy
cruiscrs-l hravy cruiscr damaged, 1 light crulscr
damagcd and several aestroyeres.

0727 SHOKAKU hit by dive borbers and afirc. Firo
urder cortrol at 1230,

1310 Planes of CarDiv 2 (JUNYO) attacked task force
'3 United &tates.

1 carrier listing to starboard, 3 cruisers - 1 cruilscr
severely damaged, 1 light cruiscr scvercly damaged,
s1X ccsiroyers.

1345 Flancs of CarDiv 1 (SHOKAKU) attacked United
States Task Forca #3.

1 carrier burning, 2 cruisers-1l cruiscr scvercly canm-
agcty, 7 cCstroyers.

#510 Plancs of CarDiv 2 (JUNYO) attacked Task orcc
.3.

‘1 carrier afirc and listing, 2 h-avy cruiscrs, 2
light crulsers, 6 dcstroycrs,

65-5=-(Sup)
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Narrative of Interrozation (Captair WATANATE, Y., I.J.7.)REoTRICTED
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) ;.._.:______________,___ 5

b (Adwnc :)_1C0-120 Iiles(liobile)

3 Force rorce

: JUNYO CarlLiv 1 llobile Force

2n¢ Fleet Z2UIRO
3rd Fleet NN
VAN GY
O . 0
\ M . >
(Enemy) "\ ()
e "’/
: ()
50-60fﬂiles
* 11th Div.
(0)
(012 . idlo () ___ (o)__ OO
CHIKULKA TONE MAGARA SUZUYA

Comnmiand Channels

Gencral Command

[lain tody

MIDWAY

Acmiral YALALQCTO

(Admiral YAMAIICTO)

S YAMATO AT SU NAGATO
*28 TS HYUGA FUS0
Gl - KITAGRMT OI
* 4 a0 CENDAT 0 X 12
ZUIHO d X 1
No. 1 Supply Group
NARUTO TOEL=ln™ U d x 1
*No . 2 csuprly Group
SACREMENT -l ARU TORA«I'ARU

*  Gereening Force

Alr Forcee

for ALEUTIAVS.

(Aémiral NAGUI:O)

YA ACHIRO

1ef AKLAGI KAGA
2sf HIRY SORYU
of% TOVE Cill1 KULA
2D/38 t ARUNA KIRISEILA
105 NAGARA d x 16
No. 1 supply Group
KYOKUTO-iARU SHINMKOKU=-i AR
TOHO=i . ARU NIPFONw ARU KOKUYO«: ARU
Mo. 2 Suwnly Group
VAICEIRO =i 20 No. 2 KiOLIeIiA{U
quO-L'Rﬂ
65-6-(Sup)
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Marrative of Interrogation (Captain WATANAEE, ¥V, IiJifﬁjzfﬁileIED-
Transport Occuration Force (Admiral KOIDO)
i‘ain Eody
45 (~2D) ATAGO CHOKLI
#3S (=2D) KONGO HIKT # Later acted
4sd NAKA d x 16 as suprort
suprly Group T x 3 force to Scre-
ening Force
Landing Force in ALBEUTIANS
- sd JINTSU d % 12 racd lo x 16
| ' We X 1 t@ PS %. forprdo qut 4
Larlnc about 1500-Sand I.
Soldier about 1l00C-Fastern L
Alr Flield making Force 1
surveying Force 1.
sunnporting Force
KUI A0 SUZUYA LOGAMT LIKUKA
da x 4 T x 1
Alr Force
lisf CHITOSHE
TOKIGE L
KAL. TKAV A=l ART axl
Fatrol Eoat 1
Marine atout 50-Cure I.
Fase iir Torce
225.{ (i‘. .!L'.l;-i.-.l‘.:-a.:gJ)
20sT (L ARCUS
£C x 36 0 %9 1% x 6
ATTU KISK.. Force (/cmiral HOSOGAYA)
5F NACHI d X 2
4sf RYUJO JUNYO
2D/48 TAKAO HAYA
d X 3 T % 1
1sd SR S R ——— ATTU
215 KISO TilAmme e e e KISKA
lsg S xX 7 KUNIKL A= iRU
D5y KUNIKAA=DARU d x 1
Fase Alr lerce £10 X 4 T X 4
Patrol Group 225

Detachment from 41N

- el o S o S o

EOLY as ALBUTIALN

ocreening Forcee.

26 (EB) 18E, EYUGA, FUB0, Y.LIIASEHIRO
9S8 (CL) KIT G Of
3sd - SENDAI dx1
ZUTHO dx1
No. 2 Supply Group: SACRELENT-IARU
TORA&=] ARU
Xl s
Late Support for KISKA-ATTU GROUP.
35S (Eb) KONGO HIRI
4xC

1xCarrier (ZUIKAKU or ZUIHO 9)

RESTRICTED
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Comirand Channels
Gencral Comi and
Pearl HIr. fiction Group

of Interrogation (Capltainr W

V.. Trl i

at the E~sginning of War.
(/¢miral ¥iMLLOTO).
(/idniral NAGUL O)

BB, Tia TadsXs

). R“SThICTED

Carrier Group 1sf LKAGL K/iCA
2sf SORYU HIRYU
H5ef ZUIKAKU SEOKAKU
Protection Group 1lsd ARUKU::A l/or' 18dg & x
. 35(D) KONGO EIRLL
85 TONE CITlKU Lok
2S¢E 8B %X 3 *
7de 0 X 2 LI IDWAY Eombarcment
Supply Group No. 1 Supply Group T x 5
o No. 2 Supply Group T x 3
Subr arine Group 6F KATORI
1ss (-2sp) YASUKUNI-: ARU 8 x 10
258 SANTOS-. ARU & x 8
- 388 TAIGEL g x 10
SOUTH SEA Action Group (Admiral KOYDO)
fain Eody 45 (-2D)  ATAGO CHOKAI
2D/35 HATUNA, KIRISET. A
4sf RYUJO JUNYO
3de (d x 4)
PLILIPPINE 3F-168 ASEIGARA NMAGARA KUi A
FForce 5sd MATORI 5d 22d¢
12sf NMOTORO KA . TKL A=l AT
1Bg
2E g
58 ( -NACET) HAGURO YOKO
2sd JLNTOU OC.F lSOg 16 244 o
4 sd NAKA 2dg 4dg 9dg 24dg
KASHIL SHUMUSHU
ZALET Force KF OE¢&
11laBg
78 OGLLL LG A SUZUYA KULANO
Rsa SENDAT 11@; 126 1%dg dg
base Lir Borce 11AF T SUDOL £10 & 3¢ _%O x 27
21cf SOKTR..Y foC x 27 flr x 6
22sf SATCON rl0 x 36 £1° x 12
23 sf FOREOSA £ £lo
Submarine 4SS KIVC Ose 19sg 21sg NAGOYA-
Force L ARU
hss YURA 18sz 2Gsg 30sg TNio Le
AMDTRIO -
1 ARU
6ss CHOGEI Osg 13sg
liine Force AL ITSUKUCSEII.A YAEYALIA
ljain EFody (Admiral YALAKOTO)
15 YALATO . UTSU NAGATO
25 1ok, HYUGLE FUSO YALAGBLIRO
3st HOSEO LULED d X 2
llarine 7 Division
Nortrern Defence Group (4Admiral EOSOGAYA)
NACLI sl H/..TO
SF 215 KISO g
RESTRICTED (5=8=(Sup)




. : , TP — " RESTRICTED
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225 L x &
7E g

South Fastern Defense Group (/cmiral INOUL)
AT .
(GUALL Letion Group)
- (WiKE 4ction Croup)
KASHIA
18S TENRYU TIISUTA
19S OKINOSHII A TOKIW. TSUGARTU
6sd UEARI - 294¢g 30dg
758 JINGEI 26d¢g 27s¢ 32 ¢
24sf CHITOSE EFase Air Force
YOKOHA &4 Fase [ir Force
K4I.0X GOSH Ue. . ARU
JEg
4B
oL g
6F g
.arine 1 Diviesion

CO:AalL Sas neLion
General Coriand (Admiral HIVOUR)
ain Fooy
KagHl ik TOKIWL
d B 1 I( T YO I{.a‘}"r 'ﬂ? ;L — 4 J..Lr;.n *U

Carrier Foree

55 («NiCLEI) HAGURO 1YQKO

5sf S HOKAKU ZUIKAKU 0 % ¢
27d g 76 (=4 x 1)

Lanaing Force
18S TEITRYU T4LTSUTA
S HOEL KINMUGASA KAKO FURUTLKS
6sd YUEART 29d ¢ 30C. ¢
SHOH
3g x 1 Weg x 1
TSUGARU KhArJKLW A= /iRU
KIYOK V= L RU

Base L1r TForce
25sf

Subriarine Groun
8ss S x 6

65-9-(Sup)
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HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOIMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC) s
C/0 POSTLASTER, SAN FRANCISCO ‘*;,.;;;_ R /
| \ \R‘"J:*-«..__,__. % g‘j‘ LY,
INTERROGATION NO. USSES NO. 65(Supplement) PLACL TOK*D‘“
NAV. NO. 13 DATE: 16 November 1945
Division of Origin: Naval Lnalysis Division.
Subject: PEARL HAREOR - MIDVAY-~ SOLOIONS.

Personnel interrogated: |
Captain W.TLNAEE, Y., I.J.N.

SULL . ARY

The attached chart supplements Interrogation USSES NO. 65
(NAV NO. 13) and should be included as /innex i

ENCLOSURE
innex A - Chart of Battle of MIDWAY,
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OF  MIDWAY

4-C JUNE 945

s

T

'
L

[TED BY IMPERIAL JAPANESE NAVAL STAFF COLLZGE OF TOKYO, JAPAN)

i
4
x

3I7°20'N
1TI1®° 4O'E

~__ INTERMITTENT
\THICK FOGS

MANY SHIPS OF THE MOBILE FORCE OPERATED
SINGLY BETWEEN 082250 AND 0£5C725, DETAILED

MOVEMENTS OF THOSE SHIPS NOT AVAILABLE

' RENDEZ.OUS

~  W|Th
= MAIN FORCE
00 _
2

MAIN FORCE

2930 239°4-N
& 178°40:

o hdH%giTY
ISLANDS

e e g, R Vg et e W B L R L R

26? 18" N
=0 (757 &0'E

SChRZDULED PCINT OF RENDEZVOUS
OF 2ND FLEET AND TRANSPOURT . NiT

> 2

® MARCUS ISLAND 24°3C'N
16i° 30E
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