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When, in accordance with a wish expressed by English and American friends, T determined
to have my Sprogundervisning translated into English, T found it difficult to decide what
to retain and what to leave out of the original. 8o much of what T had written appeared to
me to apply more or less exclusively to Danish schools and Danish methods, and I had too
little personal experience of the practice of English teachers or of English school-books to

be quite sure of the advisability in each case of including or excluding this or that remark.

I have, however, made my choice to the best of my ability, and if some parts of my criti-
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cism are not altogether applicable to English methods, I hope I may be excused on the plea

that what is now the really important thing is less the destruction of bad old methods than

a positive indication of the new ways to be followed if we are to have thoronghly efficient
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% (A) His table, however, is constantly set out with a dozen covers, and served by suitable

attendants, who, then, are his privileged gnests? No less than a dozen of favourite dogs
=2

who daily partake of my lord’s dinner, seated very gravely in armchairs, each with a

napkin round his neck, and a servant behind to attend to his wants. These honorable

quadrupeds, as if grateful for such delicate attentions, comport themselves during the
repast with a decency which would do more than honour to a party of gentleman ; but
if by any chance one of them should, withont due consideration, obey his natural ins-
tinct, and transgress any of the rules of good manners, his punishment it at hand.

(B) Every day he used to have dinner laid for twelve guests, hesides himself, but no one

was ever invited to the house. Who were the twelve covers laid for then, do you think? i

For twelve dogs. Each dog had a velvet chair to sit up in, and a napkin round his ﬁ

neck, and a footman behind his chair to wait on him. The older dogs always behaved

m } in the most gentlemanly manner, but it sometimes happened the one of the younger
M dogs forgot his manners, and snatched a chopsor a piece of pudding off the plate of the

dog that was sitting next to him.
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