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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

Head Granthi Giani Jaswinder Singh, 
Gurdwara Pine Hill, Pine Hill, New 
Jersey, offered the following prayer: 

‘‘Ik Onkar Satguru Prasad.’’ ‘‘One 
universal creator God, by the grace of 
the true guru.’’ 

Almighty God, Waheguru, we call 
You by many names but You are one. 
Keep Your divine hand over the Mem-
bers of this House as they help steer 
the future of our great Nation. Keep 
truth on our tongues, love in our 
hearts, and sound judgment in our 
minds. Remind us of our purpose: to 
love and serve one another and create a 
more peaceful world. 

We ask for blessings unto all leaders 
as they work for the common good. 
Give all who govern this land human-
ity, courage, integrity, and compas-
sion. Release each one of us from ego 
so that we may serve selflessly. Help us 
remember that we belong to one fam-
ily. 

Recognize the entire human race as 
one. 

We ask of the Almighty to also keep 
watch over our Nation’s protectors, 
who work tirelessly day and night to 
ensure our safety and our freedom. 

You are everywhere, all are Yours. 
Whatever is seen, O God, is Your form. 
My Lord, You are but one. 

In the name of Nanak, find ever-
lasting optimism; with Your will, Al-
mighty God, may there be grace for the 
entire humanity. 

‘‘Smooh Shaheedan Nu Kot Kot 
Parnam.’’ ‘‘My homage to all martyrs 
in the world.’’ 

‘‘Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa,’’ ‘‘Khalsa 
belong to the glorious God.’’ 

‘‘Waheguru Ji Kee Fateh,’’ ‘‘Victory 
to the glorious God.’’ 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule 
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Mississippi (Mr. THOMPSON) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING HEAD GRANTHI GIANI 
JASWINDER SINGH 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
NORCROSS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, it is 

my honor today to welcome guest 
chaplain, Head Granthi Giani 
Jaswinder Singh, who made history 

today as the first Sikh to serve as 
guest chaplain in the United States 
House of Representatives. 

Giani Singh proudly serves the peo-
ple of South Jersey at the Gurdwara in 
Pine Hill in my district. His spiritual 
leadership has helped foster a vibrant 
Sikh community. 

The history made today by Giani 
Singh is a reminder that the United 
States welcomes and values all and will 
remain committed to free expression of 
religion. 

Giani Singh has made South Jersey 
proud today, and it is an honor to be a 
part of this moment with him. I thank 
him for leading the prayer and for the 
work he does in our community each 
and every day. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. LEE 
of Florida). The Chair will entertain up 
to five requests for 1-minute speeches 
on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING COACH TOM IRWIN 

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
former Bishop Guilfoyle High School 
football coach Tom Irwin. 

Over his four decades on the sidelines 
and in the classroom, Coach Irwin 
taught thousands of young men to be 
team players, to work together for the 
common good, to sacrifice for one an-
other, and to be men of character both 
on the field and off of the field. 

As one of Coach Irwin’s former play-
ers, I personally am grateful for his 
leadership. 

Through his words and his deeds, 
Coach Irwin taught his students what 
it meant to be an individual of faith, 
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what it meant to pray, and to seek 
God’s guidance during both victory and 
defeat. 

Leading teams of young men onto 
the football field, Coach Irwin prepared 
his students not only to confront the 
conflict of crossing the goal line, but to 
prepare for the trials that each man 
would face later throughout their lives. 

As a coach, as a teacher, as a mentor, 
and a counselor, Tom Irwin has im-
pacted the hearts and the souls of 
countless young students, both those 
who wore football pads and those who 
did not. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms 
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title: 

H.R. 5110. An act to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to clar-
ify that the prohibition on the use of Federal 
education funds for certain weapons does not 
apply to the use of such weapons for training 
in archery, hunting, or other shooting 
sports. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
MURRAY SAVAR 

(Ms. HOULAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise for the indefatigable, musical, 
mystical, magical Mr. Murray Savar. 

Murray, you have been the pied piper 
for more than 40 years—two genera-
tions—for our community’s young 
women and girls. Students have been 
entranced by you and have literally 
found their voice and their agency 
under your spell. 

You are priceless. Your life is an ex-
emplar of the impact that one person, 
one teacher, can have on hundreds and 
thousands of lives, an impact that you 
have had by joyfully meeting the mun-
dane world where we are with a song 
every single day. Southeastern Penn-
sylvania is so lucky that you have 
called it home for so many years. 

I am here—just one person—standing 
in on behalf of more than four decades 
of parents and students in our commu-
nity. 

To quote a song that you taught gen-
erations to love, I say, ‘‘Thank you for 
the music, for giving it to me.’’ 

Murray, your community loves you 
and wishes you Godspeed. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
CORPORAL FRANCIS JAMES JURY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to re-
member the life of Corporal Francis 
James Jury of Clearfield, Pennsyl-
vania. 

Corporal Francis Jury was reported 
missing on December 2, 1950, at 23 
years old. Corporal Jury was deemed 
missing during the battle with enemy 
forces near the Chosin Reservoir in 
North Korea. 

On July 27, 2018, following the sum-
mit between President Donald Trump 
and North Korean Leader Kim Jong-un, 
North Korea returned the remains of 55 
American servicemembers killed dur-
ing the Korean war. Following DNA 
testing, Corporal Jury was identified as 
one of those 55 members. 

Madam Speaker, we still feel the 
pain of those missing from conflicts 
fought generations ago, and we are for-
ever indebted to their service. 

My prayers are with Corporal Jury’s 
family during this solemn time. 

It is my hope with his return his fam-
ily is able to find peace and solace in 
knowing their loved one died a hero in 
service to the Nation. 

f 

CONSEQUENCES OF A 
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. MCGARVEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGARVEY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today because I am frustrated. I 
came here to work—to work across the 
aisle and get things done. Rightwing 
extremists are preventing us from 
doing our most important job, passing 
a budget. It is catastrophic for our 
country, our community, and our econ-
omy if extremist Republicans shut 
down our government. 

Let me be clear. Kentuckians cannot 
afford a shutdown. There are 119,884 
Kentucky moms and babies who will 
lose access to vital nutrition assist-
ance. Nearly 556,000 SNAP recipients 
will lose access to their benefits in a 
prolonged shutdown, and 10,672 Federal 
civilian workers in my district could 
be furloughed or have to work without 
pay. These are real consequences to Re-
publicans’ harmful actions. 

Pass a spending bill. It is our job. 
When you are done playing political 
games, we are ready to work together 
to avoid a disastrous shutdown. 

f 

HONORING DR. BETH PELZ 
(Mr. NEHLS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Beth Pelz, a crimi-
nal justice professor at the University 
of Houston-Downtown. 

For over 30 years she helped count-
less criminal justice students and her 
community, and now she is enjoying a 
well-deserved retirement. 

Throughout her career she helped 
students access scholarship funds to 
pursue higher education, with some of 
those funds extending to the Univer-
sity of Houston-Downtown Police 
Academy. 

She also established the Robert S. 
Brown Memorial Scholarship fund to 

help criminal justice students. Dr. Pelz 
helped and assisted law enforcement in 
both Houston County and Harris Coun-
ty, related to street and prison gang 
issues. She is an expert. 

In fact, Dr. Pelz played a very impor-
tant role as one of my professors while 
I attended the school for my master’s 
degree. Dr. Pelz helped shape and mold 
countless public servants and law en-
forcement officers throughout her dedi-
cated career. I thank her for mentoring 
me and helping prepare me to serve my 
community during my time as the 
sheriff of Fort Bend County, Texas. 

Madam Speaker, I wish her the most 
well-deserved retirement after her tire-
less dedication to every student at the 
University of Houston, and those she 
helped in the community. 

Beth, you truly mean the world to 
me. I love you. 

f 

CONSEQUENCES OF A 
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. VASQUEZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VASQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to deliver a message on be-
half of Native American youth. 

As the Representative of New Mexi-
co’s Second District with seven sov-
ereign nations, I have heard from lead-
ers from the Center for Native Amer-
ican Youth who are deeply troubled 
about their future. They are asking for 
Congress to be good relatives. 

Failing to pass an agreement means 
that over 30,000 Native parents and 
caregivers who are Federal workers are 
at risk of being unable to provide for 
their families. 

It means over 70,000 Native students 
in Head Start, BIE schools, and Tribal 
colleges and universities are at risk of 
a disruption in their education, harm 
to their mental health, and food secu-
rity. 

I proudly represent Zuni, Acoma, 
Isleta, and Laguna Pueblos, and the 
Mescalero, Fort Sill Apache, and Nav-
ajo Nations. 

A government shutdown is a failure 
to uphold the Federal trust responsi-
bility with real-life consequences that 
disproportionately impact Native 
youth and their families. 

Native youth from across the coun-
try are asking Congress to do what is 
right. Find an agreement. Be good rel-
atives, not just in New Mexico, but 
across the country. 

f 

b 1015 

STAFF SERGEANT EARL JACOBS 
NAMED TENNESSEE SECOND DIS-
TRICT’S VETERAN OF THE 
MONTH 

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, be-
fore I get started, I would like to say 
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how sorry I was to hear about Senator 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN passing this morn-
ing. I didn’t agree with her on any-
thing, but she was very kind to me 
every time I saw her, and I miss that 
up here. 

Madam Speaker, I rise to honor Staff 
Sergeant Earl Jacobs, who honorably 
served this great Nation for 34 years. 

Staff Sergeant Jacobs was born and 
raised in Clinton, North Carolina. He 
moved to Washington, D.C., after high 
school and entered the Army in 1953. 
He worked as a combat medic during 
the Korean war, where he served brief-
ly in Korea and then in Germany. He 
spent his time in the helicopter trans-
portation unit, where he provided care 
for patients during transportation to 
the hospital. Staff Sergeant Jacobs re-
ceived an honorable discharge in March 
of 1955. 

He joined the Army National Guard 
in Washington, D.C., before moving to 
Loudon County, Tennessee, where he 
served in the 278th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment in Lenoir City. He was a 
medical noncommissioned officer, 
where he was a radiological monitor 
and a flight medical aidman. Staff Ser-
geant Jacobs retired from the Ten-
nessee Army National Guard in 1992, 
Madam Speaker. 

Our country’s heroes are the men and 
women of our Armed Forces like Earl 
Jacobs, the ones who chose to wear our 
country’s uniform. We seem to always 
honor those who dribble a basketball or 
throw a football or catch a baseball, 
but these are our real heroes who 
served and sacrificed for our freedom. 
It is my honor to recognize Staff Ser-
geant Earl Jacobs as the Tennessee 
Second District’s September 2023 Vet-
eran of the Month. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JUDGE RICH-
ARD VARA ON HIS RETIREMENT 

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the 441⁄2 years 
of service and dedication of Houston’s 
own Judge Richard Vara. A trailblazer 
in 1974, when he was appointed judge, 
he was 23 years old. At the time, that 
made him the youngest person to be 
appointed as justice of the peace. He 
was just 23 years old. 

Judge Vara grew up in the historic 
east end of Houston, graduating from 
Austin High School, the University of 
Houston, and the South Texas College 
of Law. 

The judge got his first encounter 
with politics and people and fighting 
for all of us by going to meetings of 
LULAC with his parents. This sense of 
service to the Latino community re-
mained with him throughout his serv-
ice. 

Both in the courtroom and in the 
community, Judge Vara has exempli-
fied public service and commitment by 
bettering his community. He has cre-

ated and volunteered for countless or-
ganizations in Houston, all aimed at 
improving the lives of people around 
him. 

Please join me in congratulating 
Judge Richard Vara for his many years 
of service. Enjoy your retirement, 
Judge. You have earned it. Thank you 
and God bless. 

f 

WHITE FLAG OF SURRENDER 

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, the 
continuing resolution being offered 
today is a bad deal for Republicans. 
The entire premise of this continuing 
resolution is that if Republicans sur-
render on every single issue except the 
border that it will be good politics be-
cause we will force the Democrats to 
defend bad border policy. 

However, Madam Speaker, surrender 
has been a virus that has afflicted my 
fellow Republicans for far too long. To 
prove the point, just look at the border 
policies that we are supposedly fight-
ing for. The border policies that Repub-
licans will argue for this morning rep-
resent a retreat from the border poli-
cies we took last night. 

Last night, we said we wouldn’t fund 
DHS unless E-Verify was passed be-
cause they had to take up H.R. 2. Now 
we are saying we will give Mayorkas 
and the Biden administration more 
money even if they don’t pass E-Verify. 
Overnight, in the last 11 hours, the Re-
publican border position has gotten 
weaker through this continuing resolu-
tion. That is why I am voting against 
it. 

We cannot be serious about border se-
curity without E-Verify. I will fight for 
E-Verify. Eleven hours ago, the Repub-
licans fought for E-Verify, and now the 
white flag of surrender. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ROSALINE 
COHEN’S DECADES OF SERVICE 
TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a valued member of my staff, 
Rosaline Cohen, who is retiring after 
more than two decades of exceptional 
service to the United States House of 
Representatives. 

Since 2007, Rosaline has been the 
chief Democratic counsel for the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, where 
she has had an enviable track record of 
legislative accomplishments and a rep-
utation for reaching bipartisan agree-
ment. 

Rosaline has been a steadfast and 
strategic partner of mine since I was 
named ranking member of the com-
mittee in 2005, and her service has 

spanned some two decades. We are so 
privileged to have had her. 

Rosaline was working for former 
Congressman Ken Bentsen of Texas on 
September 11, 2001. When her office was 
evacuated, Rosaline sheltered most of 
her colleagues in her basement apart-
ment on Capitol Hill. 

Little did she know that 6 years 
later, in her first year as chief counsel 
of the Homeland Security Committee, 
Rosaline would spearhead House-Sen-
ate conference negotiations over legis-
lation I introduced on behalf of the 
Democratic majority to fully imple-
ment the recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission. It was called H.R. 1, and 
we thank her for that. 

I know Rosaline’s many accomplish-
ments are a source of pride for her fam-
ily. On behalf of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee members, past and 
present, the entire committee staff, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Rosaline on her retirement 
and wishing her all the best in the fu-
ture. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5525, CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS AND BORDER SECU-
RITY ENHANCEMENT ACT, 2024 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 

Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 741 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 741 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 5525) making continuing 
appropriations for fiscal year 2024, and for 
other purposes. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. The 
amendments printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution shall be considered as adopted. 

The bill, as amended, shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the bill, as amended, and on any further 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees; and (2) one motion to re-
commit. 

SEC. 2. Upon passage of H.R. 5525 the title 
of such bill is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘Reducing spending, securing the border, 
and for other purposes.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), my 
good friend, pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
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all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
this rule and in support of the under-
lying legislation. House Resolution 741 
provides for consideration of H.R. 5525, 
the Spending Reduction and Border Se-
curity Act, under a closed rule, with 1 
hour of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or their respective des-
ignees, and provides one motion to re-
commit. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to sup-
port the underlying legislation, which 
fully funds programs for our Nation’s 
veterans, servicemembers, and the De-
partment of Homeland Security while 
reducing other discretionary spending. 

Additionally, H.R. 5525 secures our 
southern border by resuming construc-
tion of the wall, increases the number 
of Border Patrol agents, and reforms 
our asylum laws to disincentivize mass 
illegal immigration. 

Under the President’s disastrous im-
migration policies, over 7 million ille-
gal immigrants have entered our coun-
try, while nearly 50,000 pounds of 
fentanyl have flooded across our bor-
der. That is enough to kill every single 
person on the entire planet. This crisis 
must end. It will only end through ef-
forts of House Republicans. 

Finally, this legislation includes an 
important provision authorized by the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
HUIZENGA), which establishes a bipar-
tisan fiscal commission that addresses 
our out-of-control debt. While the Sen-
ate figures out what type of clothes to 
wear, House Republicans have put 
forth a plan which averts a government 
shutdown, restores fiscal responsi-
bility, and addresses the Biden border 
crisis. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this rule, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania, my good friend, for yielding me 
the customary 30 minutes, and I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I will just take a 
moment first to recognize the loss of 
our dear colleague and historic trail-
blazer, DIANNE FEINSTEIN. The longest 
serving woman in the United States 
Senate, Senator FEINSTEIN was a polit-
ical giant. 

She fought hard for her constituents 
in California, passionately defended 
American civil liberties, and was a 
strong voice for national security as 
chair of the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee. 

She broke more glass ceilings in her 
career than most thought was possible, 

and she will be missed. She left behind 
an incredible legacy. May she rest in 
peace. 

Now, Madam Speaker, I have the un-
fortunate task of turning to the busi-
ness before us, a CR that the Repub-
licans have brought forward. 

Again, I mentioned legacy with re-
gard to Senator FEINSTEIN. I ask my 
friends, is this their legacy? Is this 
what they want people to remember 
their service by? This bill, that was 
just dropped on us a few hours ago, 
really is a piece of garbage, and that is 
putting it nicely. 

Madam Speaker, the clock is ticking; 
less than 40 hours from a total MAGA 
Republican government shutdown. Less 
than 40 hours, and today we are here to 
consider the Republicans’ latest con-
tinuing resolution that has absolutely 
no chance of becoming law. This 
version of the CR we are considering 
won’t pass the Senate. It just won’t. 
We all know that. Hell, I don’t even 
think it is going to pass the House, it 
is so bad; and it will not be signed into 
law by President Biden. We all know 
that. 

We got this text late last night, and 
thanks to the quick work of Demo-
cratic Rules and Appropriations staff, 
we have some preliminary analysis 
about what this CR means for the 
American people. Let me tell you, the 
cuts in this bill are even worse than 
what was proposed before. They are 
going in the wrong direction. 

House Republicans’ earliest CR 
slashed essential programs by 8 per-
cent, an 8 percent across-the-board 
mindless cut. This new version now has 
across-the-board cuts by 30 percent or 
more; by 30 percent or more. It is effec-
tively a partial shutdown bill. 

They slash investments in cancer re-
search. They eliminate public edu-
cation by cutting funding for Head 
Start. They fail to support commu-
nities recovering from natural disas-
ters. It cuts money for wildfire sup-
pression by 50 percent. Haven’t they 
been paying attention? The wildfires in 
Maui and in the western part of the 
Country. I mean, communities are des-
perate for help, and my friends propose 
a bill that would cut money for wildfire 
suppression by 57 percent. What planet 
are my friends living on? 

b 1030 

They cut loans and grants for farm-
ers in rural communities. They defund 
law enforcement. Republicans want to 
talk about fentanyl? They cut money 
from the DEA. 

What are they thinking? You can’t 
make this stuff up, Madam Speaker. 

We estimate that if Republicans get 
their way, if this thing were ever to be-
come law, up to 1 million seniors will 
be kicked off of Meals on Wheels. 

My friend from Pennsylvania talks 
about, oh, we are upholding our obliga-
tion to protect our national security. I 
will remind the gentleman and my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
that national security means more 

than the number of bombs we have in 
our arsenal. It means the quality of life 
for our people. It means whether or not 
our senior citizens have security in 
their retirement years. It means 
whether they have access to food. It 
means whether or not people have jobs 
and whether or not people can have a 
decent living in this country. That has 
to be part of the discussion on national 
security, and this bill just blows all 
that up. 

We expect WIC to get at least a 30 
percent cut. Women, infants, and chil-
dren will go hungry because of Repub-
licans’ misplaced priorities. Talk about 
cruelty. 

In the Rules Committee just not too 
long ago this morning, I asked my 
friends, who claim that they were well- 
versed in all the details of this bill, is 
the 30 percent cut in WIC accurate? Is 
that correct? There was silence. How 
many women, infants, and children will 
be cut off from the benefit if this were 
to pass? There was silence. No one 
knows. 

We do know, thanks to the work of 
the staff, that there is a 30 percent cut 
and a 74 percent cut in LIHEAP, a pro-
gram that keeps Americans warm dur-
ing the winter. I come from the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts. We have 
cold winters. The gentleman comes 
from Pennsylvania. It gets cold in 
Pennsylvania, too. Winter is coming. 
Everybody represents constituencies 
that rely on this program to heat their 
homes, and my friends cut it by 74 per-
cent. 

What are my friends thinking? Give 
me a goddamn break. This is wrong. 

What are you doing? When it comes 
to keeping seniors warm or providing 
pregnant mothers and their babies 
food, Republicans have a problem, but 
the sky is the limit if it is a defense 
contract—cost overruns be dammed. 
They have no problem with tax cuts for 
corporations or for millionaires or bil-
lionaires, no problem with heaping 
more subsidy giveaways to the fossil 
fuel industry. 

Let me just say, we do not share the 
same values, and this is proof of that, 
Madam Speaker. This is proof of that. 

This majority is a failure. The day 
Speaker MCCARTHY handed his gavel 
over to the MAGA/QAnon fringe, this 
was the inevitable outcome. The gov-
ernment will shut down tomorrow. Let 
me repeat that: The government will 
shut down tomorrow. 

Let me say to my Republican friends: 
You own this. You did this, and this is 
just plain stupid. Stop wasting time 
and work with us to get this done in a 
bipartisan way. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle to 
join us in defeating this rule. I mean, 
we are wasting time today. This is a 
total waste of time. Let’s defeat this 
rule and force the Rules Committee to 
go back up and come up with a rule 
that will allow a bipartisan bill to 
come before the floor. Let’s end this 
clown show once and for all. 
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The American people are watching. 

They are frustrated by all of this, and 
I hope that my friends on the other 
side of the aisle, my moderate friends 
on the other side of the aisle, will join 
us in defeating this rule. We appreciate 
the statements that have been made, 
calling out the incompetence of the Re-
publican leadership, but now I think it 
is time to put your votes where your 
quotes are. 

We have to stop this. Now is the time 
to send that message, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from the 
use of profanity. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 
Speaker, if my friend from Massachu-
setts is worried about energy prices in 
Boston, there is an easy solution. You 
can import liquefied natural gas from 
Pennsylvania, which is cheap and 
abundant. 

Unfortunately, Democrats in New 
England and New York have refused to 
build the Constitution Pipeline, which 
would actually bring LNG into New 
England. Instead, people in Boston are 
paying higher prices for the petroleum 
that is coming in from tankers from— 
guess where—Russia. Again, just com-
plete circular logic from my friends 
across the aisle. 

Now, let’s talk about not only the 
high energy prices that the middle and 
working class have to pay because of 
Democratic policies but also how real 
wages are down. 

Inflation-adjusted average hourly 
wages were $11.39 when Biden took of-
fice. They are now at $11.04, meaning 
that Americans have seen a 3.1 percent 
pay cut under Biden. You might think 
that it is only 3.1 percent, but let’s talk 
about inflation. 

Prices have risen 17.4 percent since 
President Biden took office. That is 
roughly a 20 percent cut, so who is 
really working for the middle class and 
looking out for the working class? It is 
not President Biden. 

You also have another crisis, which 
is totally ignored, and that is the im-
migration crisis. Before I yield to my 
good friend from New York, let’s just 
talk about New York. 

In New York, the immigration crisis 
has led to over 100,000 migrant arrivals 
in 2022, which the mayor says is de-
stroying the city. New York City 
Mayor Eric Adams said: ‘‘We are about 
to experience a financial tsunami that 
I don’t think the city has ever experi-
enced.’’ 

The mayor also said: ‘‘The national 
government has turned its back on 
New York City.’’ 

Well, Mayor, it is not the national 
government that turned its back on 
you. It is the Democratic President and 
the Democrats in Congress. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
LAWLER). 

Mr. LAWLER. Madam Speaker, 75 
percent of Americans believe we are 
headed in the wrong direction, accord-

ing to nearly every single national 
poll. 

NBC News recently had a poll that 
showed Republicans outperform Demo-
crats by 21 points on the question of 
who is better equipped to handle the 
economy. Why? Because Bidenomics 
has been an absolute disaster. 

There is record inflation, sky-
rocketing energy prices, higher grocery 
bills. People are struggling. This ad-
ministration has increased spending by 
over $5 trillion in new spending in just 
2 years. 

The American people elected a House 
Republican majority to serve as a 
check and balance on this administra-
tion and on the Senate, but also to gov-
ern. 

There are real challenges in this 
country, starting with our economy: 
our reckless out-of-control spending; 
the cost of living; our long-term debt 
crossing $33 trillion; the fact that if we 
do nothing, Social Security and Medi-
care will both go broke within the next 
decade; and then, of course, immigra-
tion and the crisis at our southern bor-
der. 

Since Joe Biden took office, 6 million 
migrants have crossed our southern 
border, many of them illegally. Asylum 
cases are taking 2 to 3 years at a min-
imum to be heard. This administration 
has failed to combat the malign influ-
ence of the cartels trafficking women 
and children, trafficking drugs, and 
fentanyl pouring into our commu-
nities, killing 70,000 Americans just 
last year. 

It is shameful, yet what do the Amer-
ican people see? They see a government 
on the precipice of a shutdown. 

My colleagues across the aisle will 
pin it squarely on the Republicans, but 
let’s be clear: Through this appropria-
tions process, we have now passed four 
appropriations bills through the House. 
Senator SCHUMER and Senate Demo-
crats have passed exactly zero appro-
priations bills through the Senate. 

Our fiscal year ends tomorrow, so 
Congress has not done its work to pass 
these appropriations bills, either 
through the House or the Senate, by 
the September 30 deadline. 

I agree with my colleagues in the 
House Republican majority that we 
need to pass single-subject appropria-
tions bills. The committee has been 
doing that work. It is important work, 
but it takes time. It takes time to go 
line by line and break the way this 
place has operated for three decades, 
and we need time to complete that 
work. 

Shutting down the government will 
serve no purpose whatsoever, and in 
fact, it will tank an already fragile 
economy because of the Biden adminis-
tration’s policies. 

Our veterans, our seniors, our Active- 
Duty military, all the employees with-
in the Federal Government will be hurt 
by a shutdown. Our stock market and 
our 401(k)’s will be impacted. 

There is absolutely no reason for a 
shutdown, and it is imperative that we, 

in the House, lead, govern, and pass a 
continuing resolution to keep the gov-
ernment funded short-term while we 
finish our work. 

People can blame leadership. People 
can say that we should have done this 
back in July. I would remind some of 
those very people that they refused to 
move rules. They refused to move some 
of these bills because they wanted 
more cuts, and that is fine. That is de-
mocracy. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 
Speaker, I yield an additional 30 sec-
onds to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. LAWLER. Madam Speaker, un-
like the previous Speaker, this Speaker 
has allowed this place to actually func-
tion as a democracy. He is not ruling it 
with an iron fist. So many people com-
plained about the way that it was pre-
viously run, and now they kind of want 
it run like that again. It is not the way 
we should operate. 

We need to pass a CR. Any CR in a di-
vided government ultimately will be 
bipartisan. We all know that. There is 
no partisan CR that is going to become 
law in a divided government, but we 
have to negotiate and have to get to 
that point. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
appreciate the gentleman’s com-
mentary and his critique of Republican 
leadership, but what I didn’t hear is 
how he was going to vote on this rule 
or how he is going to vote on the un-
derlying bill. 

The bottom line is, quotes are fine, 
but votes are better. Votes are more 
important here. 

By the way, this bill that we are 
talking about guts things like 
LIHEAP, cuts it by 74 percent, which 
will impact people in New York, which 
will impact people in Pennsylvania and 
all over this country. 

The bottom line, Madam Speaker, is 
that if we want to get rid of the non-
sense and get to the business of funding 
government in a bipartisan way, then 
we need to stop this now. We need to 
sit in a room in a bipartisan way and 
figure this out. 

That is what the United States Sen-
ate is doing. My Republican friends 
have never once talked to the Demo-
cratic leadership here about trying to 
come up with a compromise. Repub-
licans never once talked to our ranking 
members about how we come to a mid-
dle ground. It has always been their 
way or the highway. 

By the way, it is not just their way. 
It is their far-rightwing way, going 
way, way in the wrong direction. 

Madam Speaker, the CR we are con-
sidering in this rule is not just shame-
ful. It is a partisan measure. It is also, 
as I have said, a complete waste of 
time, time we do not have. 

Tomorrow, the government shuts 
down. This will not keep the govern-
ment open. It will not keep it func-
tioning for the American people. It 
does the opposite. It ensures a shut-
down will occur, and if anybody is op-
posed to a shutdown, then stand with 
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us right now and say no to this non-
sense. 

Madam Speaker, I am urging that we 
defeat the previous question, and if we 
do, I will offer an amendment to the 
rule for swift consideration of the Sen-
ate’s bipartisan continuing resolution 
to fund the government after they send 
it to the House. 

Once we receive the Senate CR, the 
chair and/or ranking member of the 
Appropriations Committee can call it 
up as a privileged question without fur-
ther action from the Rules Committee. 

There will be 1 hour of debate, and 
the House will have an up or down vote 
on keeping the government running 
while full-year funding is being nego-
tiated. We can send the bill straight to 
the President’s desk. 

During the 2013 shutdown, a Senate 
CR was privileged under the House 
rules until the Republican majority 
turned that off. 

We aren’t even at the procedural 
stage yet because House Republicans 
have failed to advance any real plan to 
fund the government. 

b 1045 

They would rather fight with one an-
other than negotiate with the Senate. 

Some have even openly called for a 
government shutdown, and we have 
been through those quotes of Repub-
lican after Republican saying they rel-
ish a government shutdown. 

We can fix this right now. If anything 
deserves to be privileged for consider-
ation on this floor, it is a bill to keep 
the government open. That is so vitally 
important, Madam Speaker. 

Clearly, it is time for the adults in 
the room to step up to the plate. We 
need to give Congress more time. 

Again, I ask my moderate friends on 
the other side of the aisle not to follow 
the fringe of their party down this 
path. It is my hope that some reason-
able Republicans who are interested in 
governing will join with us in this ef-
fort. 

So reject this insanity of cheering on 
a government shutdown and abandon 
the sinking ship that is MAGA extre-
mism. Moderates have a chance to say 
enough is enough. A bipartisan CR 
would be temporary, but it is better 
than nothing. We need the time to 
work all this stuff out. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to insert the text of my 
amendment into the RECORD along 
with any extraneous materials imme-
diately prior to the vote on the pre-
vious question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. NEGUSE), to discuss our 
proposal. 

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the ranking member for yield-
ing. 

I would simply say to my colleague 
from New York, if you don’t want a 

shutdown, if you are trying to prevent 
a shutdown, prove it. 

There is a simple way to prove it, 
Madam Speaker. Defeat the previous 
question so we can consider a simple 
amendment, an amendment that does 
one thing, that let’s this body take an 
up or down vote on the bipartisan Re-
publican and Democratic Senate con-
tinuing resolution that is being nego-
tiated as we speak. That is it. It gives 
that resolution privilege so that this 
House can consider it, can take that up 
or down vote and ensure that the gov-
ernment stays funded, Madam Speaker. 

If you are not prepared to do that, if 
my colleagues aren’t prepared to do 
that, then please spare us these sup-
posed concerns for a government shut-
down that you have engineered from 
the start. 

You want to talk about blame, 
Madam Speaker, here is a quote, and 
this is not my quote. 

This is not conservatism. This is stupidity. 
The idea that we are going to shut the gov-
ernment down when we don’t control the 
Senate, when we don’t control the White 
House. These people can’t define a win. They 
don’t know how to take yes for an answer. It 
is a clown show. You keep running lunatics, 
this is what you are going to have. 

These are not my words, Madam 
Speaker. These are the words of the 
gentleman from New York. If he 
doesn’t want to be a part of this clown 
show—I don’t disagree with him, by the 
way. I don’t think the American people 
disagree with him either. 

Clearly, the House Republican Cau-
cus is in dysfunction and chaos, but 
there is an easy way for him to leave 
this clown show and govern with Re-
publican Senators, Democratic Sen-
ators, with your colleagues on this side 
of the aisle, defeat the previous ques-
tion and support the amendment and 
let’s have the debate on a bipartisan 
CR that keeps our government funded. 

I don’t know how a Member can vote 
for the previous question and deprive 
this body of an opportunity to vote on 
that bipartisan CR. I don’t know how 
you go back and tell the tens of thou-
sands, hundreds of thousands of troops 
and law enforcement officers and Bor-
der Patrol agents who will be forced to 
work without pay that you decided 
that this body shouldn’t vote on a stop-
gap measure to keep the government 
running. I don’t know how you do that. 

I can tell you this: The American 
people well understand the Republican 
plan that they have brought to the 
floor. You do not get to have it both 
ways. You don’t get to say that you 
support law enforcement and fentanyl 
interdiction and then put a bill on the 
floor that cuts the DEA, that cuts the 
FBI, that will harm State and local law 
enforcement officers. 

You do not get to say you care about 
public safety and then put a bill on the 
floor that cuts, by more than 50 per-
cent, wildland fire suppression in 
States like Colorado, the State that I 
happen to be honored to represent in 
the United States Congress. You do not 
get to have it both ways. 

The time for political games is over. 
We have 24 hours to go, Madam 

Speaker. Let’s defeat the previous 
question and let’s pass this amendment 
to keep the government up and run-
ning. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. LAWLER), 
for the purpose of rebuttal. 

Mr. LAWLER. Madam Speaker, it is 
always great to listen to DCCC talking 
points. At a very time when Leader 
JEFFRIES said that he would not politi-
cize this potential shutdown in a meet-
ing of the Problem Solvers Caucus, 
that very day the DCCC and House Ma-
jority Forward announced million-dol-
lar ad campaigns—mail, TV—attacking 
individuals like me on the issue of a 
shutdown, despite me saying very 
clearly that I oppose a shutdown. 

So we know that on the other side 
they actually want a shutdown. They 
relish it because they think it will ben-
efit them politically. 

Here is what you never hear from 
them: They don’t want to deal with the 
border, they don’t want to shut down 
the border. They don’t want to deal 
with spending cuts. They want to in-
crease spending. They don’t want to 
deal with our long-term debt. They 
want to blow it through the roof. 

We have real challenges in this coun-
try, and, yes, we need to work in a bi-
partisan manner. 

When Eric Adams, the mayor of New 
York City, is saying the migrant crisis 
is destroying New York City, that it is 
going to cost them more than $12 bil-
lion; when Kathy Hochul, the Governor 
of New York says there is no more 
room at the inn, despite sanctuary city 
policies, right to shelter, the use of 
taxpayer money to give free housing, 
healthcare, education, clothing, and 
food to illegal immigrants, and a re-
fusal to cooperate with ICE and law en-
forcement, spare me your righteous in-
dignation. 

None of you are willing to actually 
tackle the challenges. You are looking 
to use this as a vehicle to win back the 
majority. That is it. 

I am actually willing to work across 
the aisle. I signed on to the Problem 
Solvers CR. Join us in that. Not a sin-
gle one of you have. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
wonder whether the DCCC writes the 
gentleman’s speeches because what the 
gentleman from Colorado quoted was 
his words in a speech. Talk is cheap 
around here. Votes are the currency of 
the realm in this place. 

The choice is clear, and the gen-
tleman has made clear where he 
stands. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania 
(Ms. SCANLON), a distinguished member 
of the Rules Committee. 

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the ranking member for yield-
ing. 
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We are 37 hours, 6 minutes and 25 sec-

onds away from a shutdown, an unnec-
essary and devastating government 
shutdown after wasting weeks on right-
wing messaging points and bills. 

Here, the majority has brought to 
this floor not a responsible short-term 
funding bill, but more of the same pos-
turing, dangerous, and unrealistic 
games to placate the most extreme fac-
tions in their party. It is well past time 
for the chaos caucus to get serious 
about governing. 

Funding the Federal Government is 
Congress’ most basic duty and this co-
lossal failure of the Speaker and House 
Republicans to keep the lights on 
across this country will cause real 
harm to our economy and to hard-
working families. 

These aren’t just numbers. These are 
real people whose lives will be upended. 
This shutdown means senior citizens 
won’t be able to heat their homes be-
cause this CR cuts 74 percent from the 
LIHEAP budget. That is a $137 million 
cut to LIHEAP in Pennsylvania alone. 
That is over 342,000 families who are 
counting on this program and who will 
be left in the cold in October. Just a 
few hours from now are when those 
funds should start to become available. 

This shutdown means that mothers 
and babies in my district will go hun-
gry because their WIC benefits will be 
cut. It means that teachers will be 
kicked out of their classrooms that 
need them most because of draconian 
cuts to the IDEA and Title 1. Cuts to 
Title 1 and IDEA equates to nearly 
150,000 teachers and service providers 
being cut from our public schools 
where they need help the most. 

Approximately 275,000 children will 
lose access to Head Start, undermining 
early education for them and their fu-
tures, and harming their parents’ abil-
ity to go to work. 

My district is home to the Philadel-
phia airport. TSA workers and trav-
elers alike will be affected by delays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield an additional 30 seconds to the 
gentlewoman from Pennsylvania. 

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, the 
last time the Republicans shut down 
the government in 2018–2019, we had to 
run food drives to feed TSA workers 
who were required to show up but were 
not paid. Some of them lost their jobs 
when they lost their cars, doubling 
down on the harm. 

Look, a Republican government shut-
down is going to hurt working families, 
interrupt vital services, damage our 
economy, endanger our national secu-
rity, force millions of our troops and 
government employees to work with-
out pay, all because Speaker MCCAR-
THY has turned over the House of Rep-
resentatives to the most extreme Mem-
bers of his caucus. 

Meanwhile, House Democrats, bipar-
tisan Senate leadership, and President 
Biden are working together to keep the 
lights on. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Indiana (Mrs. SPARTZ), 
my good friend. 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Madam Chair, unfor-
tunately, muscle memory is very 
strong in Washington, D.C. 

Unfortunately, Wall Street and K 
street are very powerful in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Fortunately, we have people on the 
Republican side that are willing to 
stand up for Main Street, willing to 
challenge their own leadership to de-
liver on issues of national security. 

This institution went through tough-
er times. We deliberated a lot of issues, 
but we used to be able to come to-
gether on issues of national security 
and our border security. Our destruc-
tive debt situation is destroying Amer-
ican lives. 

I hope the other side will join Repub-
licans to win this battle for the Amer-
ican people. It shouldn’t be a political 
issue, politicized. If this government 
cannot deliver maybe it is worth it to 
shut it down. What is it for then? If we 
cannot come together on this, then we 
are not worthwhile to represent the 
American people. 

So I hope that the other side stops 
being sheep and starts to actually not 
be afraid to challenge their own leader-
ship and do something for this country 
because American people are sick and 
tired of us being worthless. We need to 
protect this country because if we 
don’t save this Republic, no one else 
around the world will be able to defeat 
a lot of enemies, foreign and domestic. 

I will tell you one thing, there is 
nothing unreasonable or extreme to 
serve the people, to secure the border, 
and deal with our debt. 

I would appreciate it if the other side 
wakes up and supports Republicans. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
would just say to the gentlewoman, we 
are not here to support Republicans. 
We are here to support our constitu-
ents. 

Madam Speaker, if the President 
were presented with H.R. 5525, he would 
veto it, so this is a complete waste of 
time. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to include in a RECORD a State-
ment of Administration Policy on this 
underlying bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY 

H.R. 5525—SPENDING REDUCTION AND BORDER 
SECURITY ACT, 2024—(REP. DONALDS, R–FL) 

The Administration strongly opposes 
House passage of H.R. 5525, making con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year 2024, 
and for other purposes. Hours before a Gov-
ernment shutdown, House Republicans are 
playing partisan games instead of working in 
a bipartisan manner to fund the Government 
and address emergency needs. 

In a blatant violation of the funding agree-
ment the Speaker and the President reached 
just a few months ago, the bill endangers the 
vital programs Americans rely on by making 

reckless cuts to programs, regardless of the 
consequences for critical services from edu-
cation to food safety to law enforcement to 
housing to public health. It also fails to ad-
dress key emergency funding needs where 
lives are at stake, ignoring the Administra-
tion’s request for resources to combat the 
fentanyl crisis and effectively manage the 
border, support the people of Ukraine as they 
defend their homeland from Russia’s illegal 
war, and stand with communities across 
America as they recover from natural disas-
ters. 

In addition, H.R. 5525 fails to provide the 
resources needed to avoid severe disruptions 
to Government services—risking unneces-
sary delays for travelers by underfunding the 
Federal Aviation Administration; loss of ac-
cess to nutritious food for pregnant and 
postpartum women and children by under-
funding the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and Children; 
and deterioration in service for the over 71 
million Americans who rely on the income 
support Social Security programs provide. 

The bill also includes harmful, partisan 
border legislation that would further exacer-
bate the challenges at the border. It would 
cut off most access to humanitarian protec-
tions in ways that are inconsistent with the 
Nation’s values and international obliga-
tions. In addition, the bill would make proc-
essing less efficient by prohibiting the use of 
the CBP One mobile application to process 
noncitizens and restricting the Department 
of Homeland Security’s parole authority, 
such that successful programs, like ‘‘Uniting 
for Ukraine,’’ would be prohibited. House Re-
publicans propose these harmful policies 
while providing none of the supplemental 
funding needed to manage the border; we 
need real actions to secure the border. 

The Administration urges House Repub-
licans to follow the Senate’s lead and engage 
in a bipartisan appropriations process that 
funds the Federal Government in a respon-
sible manner, consistent with the bipartisan 
agreement earlier this year. 

If the President were presented with H.R. 
5525, he would veto it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from New Mexico (Ms. LEGER 
FERNANDEZ). 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam 
Speaker, this extreme Republican bill 
reveals their mean-spirited values 
more than any words they utter. Those 
values are to kick 275,000 young, 4- 
year-old children out of Head Start. 

Republicans hypocritically talk 
about fentanyl but then defund the law 
enforcement officers who seize this 
deadly drug. This bill deprives that 
brother, sister, daughter, a friend of 
yours that you might have who is bat-
tling mental health or addiction, of the 
funds they use. 

Don’t talk about fentanyl. Don’t talk 
about addiction if you are not going to 
fund the law enforcement and the 
health resources we need to truly tack-
le that. 

Madam Speaker, then they slash 
BAA funding by 30 percent, including 
slashing the Tribal law enforcement of-
ficers who are out there also inter-
dicting and protecting us from crimi-
nal activity. 

b 1100 

The CR really reveals who extreme 
Republicans are—‘‘sin verguenza,’’ 
‘‘without shame’’ about hurting those 
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most vulnerable, cutting programs for 
our world communities by 30 percent. 

I stand for rural America—this bill 
does not, and it puts down our ranchers 
and farmers. 

If they don’t get their way, what will 
they do? They will shut the govern-
ment down. 

Let’s remind everybody, every time 
we have a government shutdown of any 
note, it is because Republicans did it 
under their leadership, and they hurt 
everybody in the process. And why? To 
protect the rich and the wealthy. 

To protect the rich and the wealthy, 
the extreme Republicans will cut So-
cial Security. They have said it. We 
have the words. They will do it. They 
will slash public school funding hor-
ribly—horribly—for those schools that 
most need it. They will criminalize 
abortion. Over and over again they 
have told us what they intend to do in 
their appropriation bills. They are 
going to make it hard for women to get 
access to the healthcare they need and 
they deserve everywhere. 

I say that this bill is ‘‘sin 
verguenza,’’ ‘‘without shame.’’ 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA), 
my good friend. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker, I 
appreciate the gentleman yielding. 

The short-term stop-gap government 
funding measure we are debating here 
today not only keeps our government 
open, which is very important, it re-
sponsibly reduces spending, makes crit-
ical reforms to secure the border, and, 
importantly, contains the text of my 
bipartisan bill to establish a fiscal debt 
commission. 

The Fiscal Commission Act of 2023 
now included in this bill will create a 
commission that proposes rec-
ommendations to finally tackle our 
Nation’s unsustainable debt trajectory 
in the medium and the long term. 

Furthermore, both Chambers of Con-
gress will be required, Madam Chair, to 
take a vote on the commission’s pro-
posal. 

With this key provision, Congress 
can no longer kick the can down the 
road on the rapidly growing threat of 
our national debt. 

Given the bipartisan support of this 
legislation upon introduction, it is 
clear that both Republicans and Demo-
crats understand that time is running 
out. 

The Federal Government is already 
spending more on interest on the na-
tional debt than it spends on children— 
something that my colleagues I know 
are very concerned about because they 
talk about it. The interest is already 
nearly more than what we spend on de-
fense, and we are rapidly approaching a 
point where interest on the debt will be 
more than Social Security and Medi-
care. 

In building the Fiscal Commission 
Act of 2023, we learned from past com-
mission mistakes and gave this legisla-
tion real teeth, practicality, urgency, 

and clear goals for Congress to come 
face-to-face with this massive chal-
lenge. 

Specifically, the commission is made 
up of 16 commissioners that include 12 
Members of Congress, as well as 4 pri-
vate-sector experts that are selected by 
leaders of both the House and the Sen-
ate. 

The commission is tasked with iden-
tifying policies to improve our fiscal 
situation in the medium term and to 
achieve a sustainable debt-to-GDP 
ratio in the long term. 

Importantly, it will put forward solu-
tions to ensure the solvency of our 20- 
plus trust funds for decades to come. 
The commission will also propose rec-
ommendations designed to balance the 
budget at the earliest reasonable date, 
including at minimum stabilizing the 
debt-to-GDP ratio at or below 100 per-
cent within 10 years—all while address-
ing growth of direct spending and the 
gap between revenues and expendi-
tures. 

The proposal will then come to Con-
gress in the days shortly after the 2024 
election where the House and Senate 
must take an up-or-down vote on the 
recommendations without amendment 
and without delay. 

I am proud to say that joining me in 
the introduction of the Fiscal Commis-
sion Act of 2023 there were an even 
number of Republicans and Democrats. 

With this inclusion in the continuing 
resolution before us today, I urge all 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
to keep our government open this week 
and secure our Nation’s fiscal future 
for generations to come. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
remind the gentleman from Michigan 
that if the Republicans’ shutdown 
moves forward, he has 5,607 people in 
his district who are Federal employees 
who will lose their paycheck. 

In the Rules Committee today, 
Madam Speaker, Democrats offered an 
amendment saying, yeah, we are happy 
to talk about how to keep Social Secu-
rity and Medicare solvent, but we want 
to guarantee that we are not going to 
cut people’s benefits, and the Repub-
licans rejected that. 

We know what this is about. This is 
about going after Social Security and 
trying to make it solvent by cutting 
people’s benefits, and Democrats are 
against that unequivocally. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 minutes 
to the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the 
people of America are suffering. We 
have repeatedly told them that they 
are our priority, but the people of 
America are suffering while my col-
leagues insist on a government shut-
down, which is what they are doing. 

Blatantly they have violated the 
very agreement that Speaker MCCAR-
THY and the President of the United 
States—two people holding the great-
est trust—agreed to to be able to go 
forward on a funding scheme that 
would save the American people. 

Yet, we stand here today where my 
very constituents in Houston, Texas, 
are going to have the soldiers that 
served in our Nation’s military not 
paid. It is going to have $2 billion in 
loans to small businesses not given. It 
is going to stop nearly 800,000 children 
from getting nutrition. It is going to 
stop 456 million people from getting 
housing, and yet, we are standing here 
stating that we are patriots? 

I don’t want a government shutdown. 
Food safety will be, in essence, in jeop-
ardy. Law enforcement will not be 
paid. These are the people who say we 
are pro-law enforcement, but, yet, they 
will not be paid. 

What goes on with the Senate? It is a 
bipartisan resolution that if we vote on 
it today as it comes across, the govern-
ment will stay open. 

I support the previous question be-
cause the people of America are suf-
fering, and I don’t expect this draco-
nian cutting of everything, losing sala-
ries for the military, cutting out food 
benefits, cutting Social Security pay-
ments, cutting Medicare payments, 
Medicaid payments, to be our defini-
tion of individuals who are standing 
here working for the American people 
and fellow Houstonians. 

My commitment is to be here to in-
sist that the government not close. I 
don’t know why a commonsense con-
tinuing resolution cannot be passed. 

I do want to say that as this has been 
offered into the RECORD, the Presi-
dent’s statement, how can we run gov-
ernment if a deal that Speaker MCCAR-
THY made with the President of the 
United States on behalf of the people of 
this Nation cannot be kept? 

As I stand here today, I want to say 
that people are suffering. Let us stop 
their suffering and keep the govern-
ment open. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. GAETZ). 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, the House 
of Representatives has passed funding 
bills to fund our veterans, our troops, 
our Border Patrol, our State and for-
eign ops. 

These are the core functions of gov-
ernment. The Senate should take up 
and pass those bills to make sure those 
folks are paid, and they should do it 
today. 

The rule we are on now advances a 
continuing resolution that weakens the 
Republican position on strong border 
policies. 

Just last night, we passed a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security appropria-
tions bill that was lashed to policy re-
quirements at the Department of 
Homeland Security. They had to do 
certain things to fix the border to get 
the money, and one of those things was 
E-Verify. 

Last night, we stood together and we 
demanded that E-Verify be included if 
Mayorkas wanted the money, and this 
continuing resolution that the rule we 
are on now would facilitate strips E- 
Verify and takes it out. Why would Re-
publicans just overnight back away 
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from such a strong and necessary pro-
vision as E-Verify? 

I will be voting against this con-
tinuing resolution because I want 
House Republicans to have the strong-
est position on the border. The Amer-
ican people will come with us on that. 
We have just got to have the courage 
to lead and not surrender. 

I know big businesses don’t want E- 
Verify, but we should want it anyway 
for the American worker. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I will 
point out to the gentleman who just 
spoke that the Senate can’t even take 
up the Homeland Security appropria-
tions bill because the way the Repub-
licans wrote the rule was that they are 
not going to send it over until the Sen-
ate passes H.R. 2 without changing a 
comma and the President signs it into 
law. 

Lots of luck with that. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-

er, just remember that the Senate has 
passed zero appropriations bills. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Arizona (Mrs. 
LESKO). 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I am in 
support of funding the government so 
our military, Border Patrol officers, 
and other dedicated employees that are 
protecting our Nation can continue 
with their job and get paid while they 
are doing it. 

I am also in support of House Repub-
licans pushing and demanding that the 
Senate secure our border by including 
the bill that we have already passed 
out of this House, H.R. 2. 

One of the biggest crises in our Na-
tion right now is a result of this ad-
ministration’s disastrous border poli-
cies. 

President Biden’s policies have al-
lowed 233,000 border crossings in just 
August of this year compared to 50,000 
just 3 years ago under President 
Trump. 

Biden has invited 211,000 additional 
migrants to fly directly into the 
United States from their home foreign 
country. 

Biden has accepted 263,000 additional 
more migrants to apply for asylum via 
his new CBP One app. 

Biden has allowed 151 migrants to 
enter our country that are on the ter-
rorist watch list—and that is just who 
we have caught. 

Biden has allowed migrant women 
and children to get raped by cartels. 
His policies have allowed young mi-
grant children to be sold into sex slav-
ery. His policies have allowed fentanyl 
to flood our border and kill our citi-
zens. 

This has got to stop, and Republicans 
are here to stop it and protect our Na-
tion. 

House Republicans have already 
passed a bill to secure our border that 
is now sitting over in the Senate wait-
ing to be heard. Schumer won’t even 
bring it up for a vote. 

It is time for the Democrat-con-
trolled Senate to pass our border secu-
rity bill. It is time for the insanity at 
our southern border to end. It is time 
to pass this bill and pressure the Demo-
crats in the Senate to secure the bor-
der. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from Col-
orado (Mr. NEGUSE), a distinguished 
member of the Rules Committee. 

Mr. NEGUSE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the ranking member for his indulgence, 
and I would be remiss to come back to 
the floor to simply say only in Wash-
ington can you have Members who 
claim they want to avoid a shutdown 
while they take every step to shut 
down the government. 

Only in Washington can you have 
Members who claim to support law en-
forcement while they promote a bill 
that cuts funding for law enforcement. 

Only in Washington can you claim 
that you want to secure the border 
while engineering a shutdown that will 
force Border Patrol agents to work 
without pay. 

Only in Washington can you claim 
that this so-called debt commission 
that they have designed will not harm 
programs like Social Security months 
after rolling out a plan—the Repub-
lican Study Committee in June—roll-
ing out a plan that guts Social Secu-
rity. 

My colleague from Pennsylvania is a 
member of that group. The gentleman 
from Michigan who spoke earlier, who 
apparently has proposed this amend-
ment, is a member of that group. Why 
don’t they be honest with the Amer-
ican people about their plans? Because 
they know the plan to cut Social Secu-
rity is deeply unpopular, and, yet, they 
soldier on. 

Mr. Speaker, 24 hours, that is how 
much time we have. Defeat the pre-
vious question. Let’s support the 
amendment to give an up-or-down vote 
on the bipartisan deal that Republicans 
and Senate Democrats have been work-
ing on. Let’s keep the government up 
and running. Let’s avert this extreme 
Republican government shutdown. 

b 1115 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I am prepared to close, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, may I 
inquire as to the time remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LALOTA). The gentleman from Massa-
chusetts has 31⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an absolute joke 
that we are here today dealing with 
this, as I said at the beginning of my 
remarks, piece of garbage. That is what 
it is. This is not a serious attempt at 
legislating. This is a MAGA Republican 
press release at best, and it is a lousy 
press release. 

All the priorities that are in this bill 
represent deep cuts to things that mat-
ter to Democrats. When we talk about 

national security, we don’t only talk 
about the size of our military and the 
number of bombs we have. We talk 
about whether or not people in this 
country have access to jobs, whether 
they have food, whether or not we have 
good schools, whether or not people 
have access to healthcare and retire-
ment security. We talk about things 
like the purity of our environment. 

My Republican friends talk about 
bombs and about tax cuts for the rich 
and for big corporations. They don’t 
care about the people who are at the 
heart and soul of our concerns on the 
Democratic side. If they did, they 
wouldn’t cut and slash programs like 
WIC, the women, infants, and children 
program, providing basic nutrition for 
low-income, pregnant moms and new-
born babies. They wouldn’t cut 
LIHEAP, a program that provides vul-
nerable people with help to be able to 
heat their homes in winter. They 
wouldn’t cut it by 74 percent. 

Who does that? Who thinks like that? 
Who would come to the floor and de-
fend that kind of garbage? 

The bottom line is, we don’t share 
the same values. It is that simple. 

I want to tell you, we are going to 
fight as hard as we can against all the 
things that you claim you value in this 
book because this is not what America 
is about. Basically, this is about turn-
ing our back on people. This is essen-
tially a government shutdown in and of 
itself. 

Let me just close with a couple of 
comments to our moderate friends who 
go on MSNBC and give all these quotes 
about how they want a balance and 
how they want this. They criticize 
their leadership, and then they come to 
the floor and vote with the majority. 
Enough of that. It is votes, not quotes, 
that matter. It is votes, not quotes. 

If you really want to avoid a govern-
ment shutdown, to the so-called mod-
erates on the other side of the aisle, 
vote with us. Vote ‘‘no’’ on the pre-
vious question so we can guarantee 
that the Senate-passed bill will have a 
vote here in the House. Vote ‘‘no’’ on 
the rule so we don’t have to waste all 
this time today arguing over this non-
sense, this hardline, rightwing garbage 
that guts the heart and soul of our so-
cial safety net. We can do so much bet-
ter. 

At the end of the day, we have to 
come together, Democrats and Repub-
licans, and come up with a bill. My 
friends keep on going in the wrong di-
rection. They keep on going further 
and further to the right. That is a road 
to nowhere. 

The Senate, to their credit, Demo-
crats and Republicans, are talking. 
You guys can’t even talk with your-
selves. You are fighting amongst your-
selves. 

This is a radical idea: Maybe sit down 
and try to negotiate a bipartisan solu-
tion here because you control one-half 
of one branch of government—and 
barely. You would never know it when 
you see this kind of stuff come to the 
floor. 
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Enough of the nonsense. People send 

us here, at a minimum, to keep the 
lights on. You have to do that. Work 
with us. Stop this nonsense. 

Again, vote ‘‘no’’ on the previous 
question, vote ‘‘no’’ on this garbage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

Last week, our national debt reached 
a record high of—wait for it—$33 tril-
lion. This is a result of the White 
House and a result of the previous 
Democrat-controlled Congress spend-
ing trillions of dollars outside the ap-
propriations process. 

Let’s remember, under Democratic 
control, we saw the highest inflation in 
over 40 years, the highest interest rates 
in over 20 years, and a 17 percent in-
crease in consumer prices. That is why 
this underlying legislation establishes 
a bipartisan fiscal commission to get 
our Nation on the right course. 

This is just one of the many manu-
factured crises caused by Democrats’ 
far-left policies. Look at our southern 
border. At the southern border, Presi-
dent Biden’s immigration policies 
caused a flood of illegal immigrants 
into our Nation and illicit fentanyl 
into our communities. 

Just last week, our Nation set an all- 
time record for illegal crossings in a 
single year. Over 25,000 pounds of 
fentanyl have also been trafficked 
across our southern border this year. 
To put that into perspective, this is 
enough to kill every single American 
citizen. 

Sadly, too many towns across my 
home State of Pennsylvania have felt 
the consequences of the Democrats’ 
pro-open border agenda. In Pennsyl-
vania alone, there were over 5,000 re-
ported overdose deaths in 2022. Not 
only is the White House doing nothing 
to address this crisis, but the Demo-
crats’ pro-crime agenda actually en-
courages it. 

If you doubt me on that, let’s just 
take a look at what happened in Pitts-
burgh recently. In Pittsburgh, law en-
forcement caught a drug trafficker 
with $2 million worth of fentanyl. To 
put that into perspective, that is 
enough to kill 35 percent of the popu-
lation in Pennsylvania. Then, to make 
matters worse, a far-left, radical judge 
released that criminal on the streets 
the very next day, and he has since fled 
the State. 

This is absolutely ridiculous. House 
Republicans are the only leaders in 
Washington willing to do something 
about this. Thanks to Republicans and 
our Commitment to America, the un-
derlying legislation will reduce our ex-
ploding national debt, avert a govern-
ment shutdown, and secure our south-
ern border. 

For those reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on the previous 
question and ‘‘yes’’ on the rule. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mr. MCGOVERN is as follows: 

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 741 OFFERED BY 
MR. MCGOVERN OF MASSACHUSETTS 

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. 3. Upon receipt of a message from the 
Senate transmitting H.R. 3935 with a Senate 
Amendment or amendments thereto, a single 
motion that the House concur in the Senate 
amendment or amendments may be called up 
as a privileged question, without interven-
tion of any point of order, by the chair or 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Appropriations or their respective des-
ignees. The Senate amendment or amend-
ments and the motion shall be considered as 
read. The motion shall be debatable for one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the motion 
to its adoption without intervening motion 
or demand for division of the question. 

SEC. 4. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not 
apply to the consideration of the motion. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time, 
and I move the previous question on 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 9 of rule XX, this 15- 
minute vote on ordering the previous 
question will be followed by 5-minute 
votes on: 

Adoption of the resolution, if or-
dered; and 

Agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal, if ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 217, nays 
207, not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 508] 

YEAS—217 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 

Cloud 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 

Franklin, C. 
Scott 

Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 

Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 

Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 

Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—207 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 

Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 

McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
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Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 

Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 

Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—9 

Boebert 
Bush 
Carter (TX) 

Cartwright 
Dingell 
Gonzales, Tony 

Joyce (OH) 
Luna 
Peltola 

b 1147 

Mses. VELÁZQUEZ and LOFGREN 
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. COHEN, RUTHERFORD, and 
LAWLER changed their vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEM-
BRANCE OF SENATOR DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN 

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise for 
the purpose of speaking with great sad-
ness and emotion about the loss of our 
great Senator, our senior Senator from 
California, Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN. 

I do so, as I say, personally, as a 
friend, neighbor, and fellow San Fran-
ciscan. All of us do so with great pride 
as the great Senator she has been to 
our State, and the longest serving 
woman Senator from California. 

She came here with Barbara Boxer, 
she stayed on, and she left on her own 
terms. She was the first woman mayor 
of San Francisco, coming into office 
under sad circumstances but leading us 
with great dignity, with great effec-
tiveness, and with great leadership. 

Much more will be said about it. We 
will have so much time to talk and 
brag about DIANNE FEINSTEIN. Her leg-
acy will be a long one that we will all 
be inspired by. However, today, at this 
time, just hours since her passing, 
rather than talk about her, let us just 
pray that she rests in peace. 

In that regard, Mr. Speaker, I ask 
that all present in the Chamber, as 
well as Members and staff throughout 
the Capitol, please rise for a moment of 
silence and in remembrance of the late 
Honorable Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5525, CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS AND BORDER SECU-
RITY ENHANCEMENT ACT, 2024 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8 
of rule XX, the unfinished business is 
the vote on adoption of the resolution 
(H. Res. 741) providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 5525) making 
continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2024, and for other purposes, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the resolution. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 218, noes 210, 
not voting 5, as follows: 

[Roll No. 509] 

AYES—218 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 

Franklin, C. 
Scott 

Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 

McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 

Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 

Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 

Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—210 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 

Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 

Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—5 

Carter (TX) 
Gonzales, Tony 

Luna 
Payne 

Peltola 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1157 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the 
Journal, which the Chair will put de 
novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SOR-
ROW OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES ON THE DEATH 
OF THE HONORABLE DIANNE 
GOLDMAN BERMAN FEINSTEIN 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, with deep 
condolences and sympathy to Senator 
FEINSTEIN’s daughter Katherine and 
her granddaughter Eileen, and the en-
tire Feinstein family, I offer a privi-
leged bereavement resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 742 

Resolved, That the House has heard with 
profound sorrow of the death of the Honor-
able Dianne Goldman Berman Feinstein, a 
Senator from the State of California. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate 
these resolutions to the Senate and transmit 
a copy thereof to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That when the House adjourns 
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased Sen-
ator. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
AND BORDER SECURITY EN-
HANCEMENT ACT, 2024 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 741, I 
call up the bill (H.R. 5525) making con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year 
2024, and for other purposes, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BOST). Pursuant to House Resolution 
741, the amendments printed in House 
Report 118–230 are adopted, and the 
bill, as amended, is considered read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
H.R. 5525 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Spending 
Reduction and Border Security Act’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-
lows: 

Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

DIVISION B—OTHER MATTERS 

Sec. 101. Statutory PAYGO scorecards. 

Sec. 102. Senate PAYGO scorecards. 
Sec. 103. Classification of budgetary effects. 

DIVISION C—BORDER SECURITY 

Sec. 101. Definitions. 
Sec. 102. Border wall construction. 
Sec. 103. Strengthening the requirements for 

barriers along the southern bor-
der. 

Sec. 104. Border and port security tech-
nology investment plan. 

Sec. 105. Border security technology pro-
gram management. 

Sec. 106. U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion technology upgrades. 

Sec. 107. U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion personnel. 

Sec. 108. Anti-Border Corruption Act reau-
thorization. 

Sec. 109. Establishment of workload staffing 
models for U.S. Border Patrol 
and Air and Marine Operations 
of CBP. 

Sec. 110. Operation Stonegarden. 
Sec. 111. Air and Marine Operations flight 

hours. 
Sec. 112. Eradication of carrizo cane and salt 

cedar. 
Sec. 113. Border patrol strategic plan. 
Sec. 114. U.S. Customs and Border Protec-

tion spiritual readiness. 
Sec. 115. Restrictions on funding. 
Sec. 116. Collection of DNA and biometric 

information at the border. 
Sec. 117. Eradication of narcotic drugs and 

formulating effective new tools 
to address yearly losses of life; 
ensuring timely updates to U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
field manuals. 

Sec. 118. Publication by U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection of oper-
ational statistics. 

Sec. 119. Alien criminal background checks. 
Sec. 120. Prohibited identification docu-

ments at airport security 
checkpoints; notification to im-
migration agencies. 

Sec. 121. Prohibition against any COVID–19 
vaccine mandate or adverse ac-
tion against DHS employees. 

Sec. 122. CBP One app limitation. 
Sec. 123. Report on Mexican drug cartels. 
Sec. 124. GAO study on costs incurred by 

States to secure the southwest 
border. 

Sec. 125. Report by Inspector General of the 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

Sec. 126. Offsetting authorizations of appro-
priations. 

Sec. 127. Report to Congress on foreign ter-
rorist organizations. 

Sec. 128. Assessment by Inspector General of 
the Department of Homeland 
Security on the mitigation of 
unmanned aircraft systems at 
the southwest border. 

DIVISION D—IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

TITLE I—ASYLUM REFORM AND BORDER 
PROTECTION 

Sec. 101. Safe third country. 
Sec. 102. Credible fear interviews. 
Sec. 103. Clarification of asylum eligibility. 
Sec. 104. Exceptions. 
Sec. 105. Employment authorization. 
Sec. 106. Asylum fees. 
Sec. 107. Rules for determining asylum eligi-

bility. 
Sec. 108. Firm resettlement. 
Sec. 109. Notice concerning frivolous asylum 

applications. 
Sec. 110. Technical amendments. 
Sec. 111. Requirement for procedures relat-

ing to certain asylum applica-
tions. 

TITLE II—BORDER SAFETY AND 
MIGRANT PROTECTION 

Sec. 201. Inspection of applicants for admis-
sion. 

Sec. 202. Operational detention facilities. 
TITLE III—PREVENTING UNCONTROLLED 

MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 

Sec. 301. United States policy regarding 
Western Hemisphere coopera-
tion on immigration and asy-
lum. 

Sec. 302. Negotiations by Secretary of State. 
Sec. 303. Mandatory briefings on United 

States efforts to address the 
border crisis. 

TITLE IV—ENSURING UNITED FAMILIES 
AT THE BORDER 

Sec. 401. Clarification of standards for fam-
ily detention. 

TITLE V—PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 
Sec. 501. Findings. 
Sec. 502. Repatriation of unaccompanied 

alien children. 
Sec. 503. Special immigrant juvenile status 

for immigrants unable to re-
unite with either parent. 

Sec. 504. Rule of construction. 
TITLE VI—VISA OVERSTAYS PENALTIES 
Sec. 601. Expanded penalties for illegal 

entry or presence. 
TITLE VII—IMMIGRATION PAROLE 

REFORM 
Sec. 701. Immigration parole reform. 
Sec. 702. Implementation. 
Sec. 703. Cause of action. 
Sec. 704. Severability. 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, 
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any 
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division. 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

The following sums are hereby appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and out of appli-
cable corporate or other revenues, receipts, 
and funds, for the several departments, agen-
cies, corporations, and other organizational 
units of Government for fiscal year 2024, and 
for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2023 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2023, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the following appropriations Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division A 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division B of Public Law 117–328). 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division C of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division D of Public Law 117–328), except the 
first proviso under the heading ‘‘Department 
of Energy—Energy Programs—SPR Petro-
leum Account’’. 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2023 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 117–328). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division F of Public 
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Law 117–328), including title III of division O 
of Public Law 117–328. 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division G of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division H 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division I of Public Law 117–328). 

(10) The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division J of Public Law 117–328). 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division K of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division L of Public 
Law 117–328). 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) is hereby reduced by 29.88565 per-
cent, so that the total amount of annualized 
discretionary budget authority for fiscal 
year 2024 is equal to $1,470,979,000,000: Pro-
vided, That the reduction in this subsection 
shall not apply to the rate for operations 
provided for the national defense budget 
function (050), the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, or amounts designated as being for dis-
aster relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: 

(1) the new production of items not funded 
for production in fiscal year 2023 or prior 
years; 

(2) the increase in production rates above 
those sustained with fiscal year 2023 funds; 
or 

(3) the initiation, resumption, or continu-
ation of any project, activity, operation, or 
organization (defined as any project, sub-
project, activity, budget activity, program 
element, and subprogram within a program 
element, and for any investment items de-
fined as a P–1 line item in a budget activity 
within an appropriation account and an R–1 
line item that includes a program element 
and subprogram element within an appro-
priation account) for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were not available 
during fiscal year 2023. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2023. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this Act shall cover 
all obligations or expenditures incurred for 
any project or activity during the period for 
which funds or authority for such project or 
activity are available under this Act. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or in the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2024, appropriations and 
funds made available and authority granted 

pursuant to this Act shall be available until 
whichever of the following first occurs: 

(1) The enactment into law of an appro-
priation for any project or activity provided 
for in this Act. 

(2) The enactment into law of the applica-
ble appropriations Act for fiscal year 2024 
without any provision for such project or ac-
tivity. 

(3) October 31, 2023. 
SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 

this Act shall be charged to the applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization when-
ever a bill in which such applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization is contained 
is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this Act may be used without re-
gard to the time limitations for submission 
and approval of apportionments set forth in 
section 1513 of title 31, United States Code, 
but nothing in this Act may be construed to 
waive any other provision of law governing 
the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, for those 
programs that would otherwise have high 
initial rates of operation or complete dis-
tribution of appropriations at the beginning 
of fiscal year 2024 because of distributions of 
funding to States, foreign countries, grant-
ees, or others, such high initial rates of oper-
ation or complete distribution shall not be 
made, and no grants shall be awarded for 
such programs funded by this Act that would 
impinge on final funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This Act shall be implemented so 
that only the most limited funding action of 
that permitted in the Act shall be taken in 
order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 

SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 
mandatory payments whose budget author-
ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2023, and for activities under the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, activities 
shall be continued at the rate to maintain 
program levels under current law, under the 
authority and conditions provided in the ap-
plicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
2023, to be continued through the date speci-
fied in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 
after October 2023 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2023, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 10 of Public Law 91–672 (22 
U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2680), section 313 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a) Each amount incorporated by 
reference in this Act that was previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of 
S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concur-

rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 
2022, and section 1(e) of H. Res. 1151 (117th 
Congress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

(b) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act that was previously designated as 
being for disaster relief pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget in the Sen-
ate and section 1(f) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Con-
gress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as being for disaster relief pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such Act. 

(c) This section shall become effective im-
mediately upon enactment of this Act, and 
shall remain in effect through the date in 
section 106(3). 

SEC. 115. (a) Rescissions or cancellations of 
discretionary budget authority that con-
tinue pursuant to section 101 in Treasury Ap-
propriations Fund Symbols (TAFS)— 

(1) to which other appropriations are not 
provided by this Act, but for which there is 
a current applicable TAFS that does receive 
an appropriation in this Act; or 

(2) which are no-year TAFS and receive 
other appropriations in this Act, 
may be continued instead by reducing the 
rate for operations otherwise provided by 
section 101 for such current applicable TAFS, 
as long as doing so does not impinge on the 
final funding prerogatives of the Congress. 

(b) Rescissions or cancellations described 
in subsection (a) shall continue in an amount 
equal to the lesser of— 

(1) the amount specified for rescission or 
cancellation in the applicable appropriations 
Act referenced in section 101 of this Act; or 

(2) the amount of balances available, as of 
October 1, 2023, from the funds specified for 
rescission or cancellation in the applicable 
appropriations Act referenced in section 101 
of this Act. 

(c) No later than October 11, 2023, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a comprehensive list of 
the rescissions or cancellations that will 
continue pursuant to section 101: Provided, 
That the information in such comprehensive 
list shall be periodically updated to reflect 
any subsequent changes in the amount of 
balances available, as of October 1, 2023, from 
the funds specified for rescission or cancella-
tion in the applicable appropriations Act ref-
erenced in section 101, and such updates shall 
be transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate upon request. 

SEC. 116. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Farm Service Agency—Agricul-
tural Credit Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to accommodate ap-
proved applications for direct and guaran-
teed farm ownership loans, as authorized by 
7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Agriculture for 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rental Assistance 
Program’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain activi-
ties as authorized by section 521(a)(2) of the 
Housing Act of 1949. 

SEC. 118. Section 260 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) and 
section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory Re-
porting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note; Public 
Law 106–78) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
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section 101(3) for the Department of Defense 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to facilitate the programs 
and activities set forth in H.R. 4365, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 
2024, reported by the House Committee on 
Appropriations on June 27, 2023, subject to 
the terms and conditions therein. 

SEC. 120. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101 to the Department of Defense for 
‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’ shall 
be available for the procurement of one Co-
lumbia Class Submarine. 

SEC. 121. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 122. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, amounts are pro-
vided for ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ at a rate for op-
erations of $220,000,000: Provided, That 
amounts are provided for necessary expenses 
related to Risk Reduction for Future Dem-
onstrations at a rate for operations of 
$120,000,000 and Advanced Nuclear Fuel 
Availability at a rate for operations of 
$100,000,000. 

SEC. 123. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Small Business Administra-
tion—Business Loans Program Account’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to accommodate increased 
demand for commitments for general busi-
ness loans authorized under paragraphs (1) 
through (35) of section 7(a) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)), for commitments 
to guarantee trust certificates authorized by 
section 5(g) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 634(g)), for commitments to guarantee 
loans under section 503 of the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 697), and for 
commitments to guarantee loans for deben-
tures under section 303(b) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)). 

SEC. 124. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Bill 25– 
161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 125. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 126. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to utilize the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection CBP 
One Application, or any successor applica-
tion, to facilitate the parole of any alien into 
the United States. 

SEC. 127. (a) Amounts provided by section 
101 shall not be made available to transport 
aliens unlawfully present in, paroled into, or 
inadmissible to the United States into the 
interior of the United States for purposes 
other than enforcement of the immigration 
laws (as such term is defined in section 101 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101)). 

(b) The limitation under subsection (a) 
shall not apply with respect to amounts 
made available to transport unaccompanied 
alien children (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(6 U.S.C. 279)). 

SEC. 128. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to issue any em-
ployment authorization document or similar 
document to any alien whose application for 
asylum in the United States has been denied, 
or who is convicted of a Federal or State 
crime while his or her application for asylum 
in the United States is pending. 

SEC. 129. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to obligate, ex-
pend, or transfer to another Federal agency, 
board, or commission to be used to dis-
mantle, demolish, remove, or damage exist-
ing United States-Mexico physical barriers 
at any location where such barriers have 
been constructed as of the date of enactment 
of this Act unless such barrier is simulta-
neously being repaired or replaced. 

SEC. 130. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the ac-
tivities and policies described in the memo-
randum issued by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security on September 30, 2021, entitled 
‘‘Guidelines for the Enforcement of Civil Im-
migration Law’’ or described in the memo-
randum issued by Kerry Doyle, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement Principal Legal 
Advisor on April 3, 2022, entitled ‘‘Guidance 
to OPLA Attorneys Regarding the Enforce-
ment of Civil Immigration Laws and the Ex-
ercise of 20 Prosecutorial Discretion’’ or any 
successor or similar memorandum or policy. 

SEC. 131. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the poli-
cies described in the directive issued by the 
Acting Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection on January 10, 2023, enti-
tled ‘‘Emergency Driving and Vehicular Pur-
suits’’. 

SEC. 132. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule entitled 
‘‘Procedures or Credible Fear Screening and 
Consideration of Asylum, Withholding of Re-
moval, and CAT Protection Claims by Asy-
lum Officers’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 18078). 

SEC. 133. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to release (in-
cluding pursuant to parole or release pursu-
ant to section 236(a) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act but excluding as expressly 
authorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) an 
alien described in section 235(b)(1)(A)(i)–(ii), 
(b)(1)(B), or (b)(2), other than to be removed, 
including to a country described in section 
208(a)(2)(A), or returned to a country as de-
scribed in section 235(b)(3). 

SEC. 134. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule related to 
‘‘Circumvention of Lawful Pathways’’ (88 
Fed. Reg. 11704). 

SEC. 135. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 136. (a) Of the amounts made available 
pursuant to section 40803(c)(2) of Public Law 
117–58, the Secretary of Agriculture shall 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior such 
sums as are necessary to continue without 
interruption the Federal wildland firefighter 
base salary increase provided under Section 
40803(d)(4)(B) of such Public Law. 

(b) In carrying out subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture— 

(1) may make more than one transfer of 
funds under this section; and 

(2) may not transfer a total amount of 
funds greater than $17,250,000. 

(c) No funds transferred pursuant to this 
section may be obligated without prior writ-
ten notification, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, of the date of the transfer, 
the total amount to be transferred, and the 
remaining funds available for transfer. 

SEC. 137. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of Division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

DIVISION B—OTHER MATTERS 
SEC. 101. STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS. 

The budgetary effects of this division and 
each succeeding division shall not be entered 
on either PAYGO scorecard maintained pur-
suant to section 4(d) of the Statutory Pay- 
As-You-Go Act of 2010. 
SEC. 102. SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS. 

The budgetary effects of this division and 
each succeeding division shall not be entered 
on any PAYGO scorecard maintained for 
purposes of section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71 
(115th Congress). 
SEC. 103. CLASSIFICATION OF BUDGETARY EF-

FECTS. 
Notwithstanding Rule 3 of the Budget 

Scorekeeping Guidelines set forth in the 
joint explanatory statement of the com-
mittee of conference accompanying Con-
ference Report 105–217 and section 250(c)(8) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, the budgetary effects of 
this division and each succeeding division 
shall not be estimated— 

(1) for purposes of section 251 of such Act; 
(2) for purposes of an allocation to the 

Committee on Appropriations pursuant to 
section 302(a) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974; and 

(3) for purposes of paragraph (4)(C) of sec-
tion 3 of the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act 
of 2010 as being included in an appropriation 
Act. 

DIVISION C—BORDER SECURITY 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) CBP.—The term ‘‘CBP’’ means U.S. Cus-

toms and Border Protection. 
(2) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘‘Commis-

sioner’’ means the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection. 

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 
means the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

(4) OPERATIONAL CONTROL.—The term 
‘‘operational control’’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 2(b) of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–367; 8 U.S.C. 1701 
note). 

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

(6) SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The term 
‘‘situational awareness’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1092(a)(7) of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328; 6 U.S.C. 
223(a)(7)). 

(7) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The term 
‘‘unmanned aircraft system’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 44801 of title 
49, United States Code. 
SEC. 102. BORDER WALL CONSTRUCTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) IMMEDIATE RESUMPTION OF BORDER WALL 

CONSTRUCTION.—Not later than seven days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall resume all activities re-
lated to the construction of the border wall 
along the border between the United States 
and Mexico that were underway or being 
planned for prior to January 20, 2021. 
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(2) USE OF FUNDS.—To carry out this sec-

tion, the Secretary shall expend all unex-
pired funds appropriated or explicitly obli-
gated for the construction of the border wall 
that were appropriated or obligated, as the 
case may be, for use beginning on October 1, 
2019. 

(3) USE OF MATERIALS.—Any unused mate-
rials purchased before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act for construction of the bor-
der wall may be used for activities related to 
the construction of the border wall in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1). 

(b) PLAN TO COMPLETE TACTICAL INFRA-
STRUCTURE AND TECHNOLOGY.—Not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act and annually thereafter until con-
struction of the border wall has been com-
pleted, the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees an im-
plementation plan, including annual bench-
marks for the construction of 200 miles of 
such wall and associated cost estimates for 
satisfying all requirements of the construc-
tion of the border wall, including installa-
tion and deployment of tactical infrastruc-
ture, technology, and other elements as iden-
tified by the Department prior to January 
20, 2021, through the expenditure of funds ap-
propriated or explicitly obligated, as the 
case may be, for use, as well as any future 
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able by Congress. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on 
Homeland Security and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate. 

(2) TACTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘‘tactical infrastructure’’ includes boat 
ramps, access gates, checkpoints, lighting, 
and roads associated with a border wall. 

(3) TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘‘technology’’ 
includes border surveillance and detection 
technology, including linear ground detec-
tion systems, associated with a border wall. 
SEC. 103. STRENGTHENING THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR BARRIERS ALONG THE SOUTH-
ERN BORDER. 

Section 102 of the Illegal Immigration Re-
form and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996 (Division C of Public Law 104–208; 8 
U.S.C. 1103 note) is amended— 

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall take such actions as may 
be necessary (including the removal of obsta-
cles to detection of illegal entrants) to de-
sign, test, construct, install, deploy, inte-
grate, and operate physical barriers, tactical 
infrastructure, and technology in the vicin-
ity of the southwest border to achieve situa-
tional awareness and operational control of 
the southwest border and deter, impede, and 
detect unlawful activity.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘FENCING AND ROAD IMPROVEMENTS’’ and in-
serting ‘‘PHYSICAL BARRIERS’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FENCING’’ 

and inserting ‘‘BARRIERS’’; 
(ii) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) REINFORCED BARRIERS.—In carrying 

out this section, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall construct a border wall, in-
cluding physical barriers, tactical infra-
structure, and technology, along not fewer 
than 900 miles of the southwest border until 
situational awareness and operational con-
trol of the southwest border is achieved.’’; 

(iii) by amending subparagraph (B) to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(B) PHYSICAL BARRIERS AND TACTICAL IN-
FRASTRUCTURE.—In carrying out this section, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall de-
ploy along the southwest border the most 
practical and effective physical barriers, tac-
tical infrastructure, and technology avail-
able for achieving situational awareness and 
operational control of the southwest bor-
der.’’; 

(iv) in subparagraph (C)— 
(I) by amending clause (i) to read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sec-

tion, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall consult with the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, the Secretary of Agriculture, appro-
priate representatives of State, Tribal, and 
local governments, and appropriate private 
property owners in the United States to min-
imize the impact on natural resources, com-
merce, and sites of historical or cultural sig-
nificance for the communities and residents 
located near the sites at which physical bar-
riers, tactical infrastructure, and technology 
are to be constructed. Such consultation 
may not delay such construction for longer 
than seven days.’’; and 

(II) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘or’’ after 

the semicolon at the end; 
(bb) by amending subclause (II) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(II) delay the transfer to the United 

States of the possession of property or affect 
the validity of any property acquisition by 
the United States by purchase or eminent 
domain, or to otherwise affect the eminent 
domain laws of the United States or of any 
State; or’’; and 

(cc) by adding at the end the following new 
subclause: 

‘‘(III) create any right or liability for any 
party.’’; and 

(v) by striking subparagraph (D); 
(C) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ and in-

serting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘this subsection’’ and in-

serting ‘‘this section’’; and 
(iii) by striking ‘‘construction of fences’’ 

and inserting ‘‘the construction of physical 
barriers, tactical infrastructure, and tech-
nology’’; 

(D) by amending paragraph (3) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(3) AGENT SAFETY.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
when designing, testing, constructing, in-
stalling, deploying, integrating, and oper-
ating physical barriers, tactical infrastruc-
ture, or technology, shall incorporate such 
safety features into such design, test, con-
struction, installation, deployment, integra-
tion, or operation of such physical barriers, 
tactical infrastructure, or technology, as the 
case may be, that the Secretary determines 
are necessary to maximize the safety and ef-
fectiveness of officers and agents of the De-
partment of Homeland Security or of any 
other Federal agency deployed in the vicin-
ity of such physical barriers, tactical infra-
structure, or technology.’’; and 

(E) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘this sub-
section’’ and inserting ‘‘this section’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall waive all legal re-
quirements necessary to ensure the expedi-
tious design, testing, construction, installa-
tion, deployment, integration, operation, 
and maintenance of the physical barriers, 
tactical infrastructure, and technology 
under this section. The Secretary shall en-
sure the maintenance and effectiveness of 
such physical barriers, tactical infrastruc-

ture, or technology. Any such action by the 
Secretary shall be effective upon publication 
in the Federal Register.’’; 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than seven 
days after the date on which the Secretary of 
Homeland Security exercises a waiver pursu-
ant to paragraph (1), the Secretary shall no-
tify the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate of such waiv-
er.’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following new 
subsections: 

‘‘(e) TECHNOLOGY.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall deploy along the southwest border the 
most practical and effective technology 
available for achieving situational awareness 
and operational control. 

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ADVANCED UNATTENDED SURVEILLANCE 

SENSORS.—The term ‘advanced unattended 
surveillance sensors’ means sensors that uti-
lize an onboard computer to analyze detec-
tions in an effort to discern between vehi-
cles, humans, and animals, and ultimately 
filter false positives prior to transmission. 

‘‘(2) OPERATIONAL CONTROL.—The term 
‘operational control’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 2(b) of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–367; 8 U.S.C. 1701 
note). 

‘‘(3) PHYSICAL BARRIERS.—The term ‘phys-
ical barriers’ includes reinforced fencing, the 
border wall, and levee walls. 

‘‘(4) SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The term 
‘situational awareness’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1092(a)(7) of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328; 6 U.S.C. 
223(a)(7)). 

‘‘(5) TACTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘tactical infrastructure’ includes boat ramps, 
access gates, checkpoints, lighting, and 
roads. 

‘‘(6) TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘technology’ 
includes border surveillance and detection 
technology, including the following: 

‘‘(A) Tower-based surveillance technology. 
‘‘(B) Deployable, lighter-than-air ground 

surveillance equipment. 
‘‘(C) Vehicle and Dismount Exploitation 

Radars (VADER). 
‘‘(D) 3-dimensional, seismic acoustic detec-

tion and ranging border tunneling detection 
technology. 

‘‘(E) Advanced unattended surveillance 
sensors. 

‘‘(F) Mobile vehicle-mounted and man- 
portable surveillance capabilities. 

‘‘(G) Unmanned aircraft systems. 
‘‘(H) Tunnel detection systems and other 

seismic technology. 
‘‘(I) Fiber-optic cable. 
‘‘(J) Other border detection, communica-

tion, and surveillance technology. 
‘‘(7) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The 

term ‘unmanned aircraft system’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code.’’. 
SEC. 104. BORDER AND PORT SECURITY TECH-

NOLOGY INVESTMENT PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner, in consultation with cov-
ered officials and border and port security 
technology stakeholders, shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a 
strategic 5-year technology investment plan 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘plan’’). 
The plan may include a classified annex, if 
appropriate. 
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(b) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—The plan shall in-

clude the following: 
(1) An analysis of security risks at and be-

tween ports of entry along the northern and 
southern borders of the United States. 

(2) An identification of capability gaps 
with respect to security at and between such 
ports of entry to be mitigated in order to— 

(A) prevent terrorists and instruments of 
terror from entering the United States; 

(B) combat and reduce cross-border crimi-
nal activity, including— 

(i) the transport of illegal goods, such as il-
licit drugs; and 

(ii) human smuggling and human traf-
ficking; and 

(C) facilitate the flow of legal trade across 
the southwest border. 

(3) An analysis of current and forecast 
trends relating to the number of aliens 
who— 

(A) unlawfully entered the United States 
by crossing the northern or southern border 
of the United States; or 

(B) are unlawfully present in the United 
States. 

(4) A description of security-related tech-
nology acquisitions, to be listed in order of 
priority, to address the security risks and 
capability gaps analyzed and identified pur-
suant to paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively. 

(5) A description of each planned security- 
related technology program, including objec-
tives, goals, and timelines for each such pro-
gram. 

(6) An identification of each deployed secu-
rity-related technology that is at or near the 
end of the life cycle of such technology. 

(7) A description of the test, evaluation, 
modeling, and simulation capabilities, in-
cluding target methodologies, rationales, 
and timelines, necessary to support the ac-
quisition of security-related technologies 
pursuant to paragraph (4). 

(8) An identification and assessment of 
ways to increase opportunities for commu-
nication and collaboration with the private 
sector, small and disadvantaged businesses, 
intragovernment entities, university centers 
of excellence, and federal laboratories to en-
sure CBP is able to engage with the market 
for security-related technologies that are 
available to satisfy its mission needs before 
engaging in an acquisition of a security-re-
lated technology. 

(9) An assessment of the management of 
planned security-related technology pro-
grams by the acquisition workforce of CBP. 

(10) An identification of ways to leverage 
already-existing acquisition expertise within 
the Federal Government. 

(11) A description of the security resources, 
including information security resources, re-
quired to protect security-related tech-
nology from physical or cyber theft, diver-
sion, sabotage, or attack. 

(12) A description of initiatives to— 
(A) streamline the acquisition process of 

CBP; and 
(B) provide to the private sector greater 

predictability and transparency with respect 
to such process, including information relat-
ing to the timeline for testing and evalua-
tion of security-related technology. 

(13) An assessment of the privacy and secu-
rity impact on border communities of secu-
rity-related technology. 

(14) In the case of a new acquisition leading 
to the removal of equipment from a port of 
entry along the northern or southern border 
of the United States, a strategy to consult 
with the private sector and community 
stakeholders affected by such removal. 

(15) A strategy to consult with the private 
sector and community stakeholders with re-
spect to security impacts at a port of entry 
described in paragraph (14). 

(16) An identification of recent techno-
logical advancements in the following: 

(A) Manned aircraft sensor, communica-
tion, and common operating picture tech-
nology. 

(B) Unmanned aerial systems and related 
technology, including counter-unmanned 
aerial system technology. 

(C) Surveillance technology, including the 
following: 

(i) Mobile surveillance vehicles. 
(ii) Associated electronics, including cam-

eras, sensor technology, and radar. 
(iii) Tower-based surveillance technology. 
(iv) Advanced unattended surveillance sen-

sors. 
(v) Deployable, lighter-than-air, ground 

surveillance equipment. 
(D) Nonintrusive inspection technology, in-

cluding non-x-ray devices utilizing muon to-
mography and other advanced detection 
technology. 

(E) Tunnel detection technology. 
(F) Communications equipment, including 

the following: 
(i) Radios. 
(ii) Long-term evolution broadband. 
(iii) Miniature satellites. 
(c) LEVERAGING THE PRIVATE SECTOR.—To 

the extent practicable, the plan shall— 
(1) leverage emerging technological capa-

bilities, and research and development 
trends, within the public and private sectors; 

(2) incorporate input from the private sec-
tor, including from border and port security 
stakeholders, through requests for informa-
tion, industry day events, and other innova-
tive means consistent with the Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation; and 

(3) identify security-related technologies 
that are in development or deployed, with or 
without adaptation, that may satisfy the 
mission needs of CBP. 

(d) FORM.—To the extent practicable, the 
plan shall be published in unclassified form 
on the website of the Department. 

(e) DISCLOSURE.—The plan shall include an 
identification of individuals not employed by 
the Federal Government, and their profes-
sional affiliations, who contributed to the 
development of the plan. 

(f) UPDATE AND REPORT.—Not later than 
the date that is two years after the date on 
which the plan is submitted to the appro-
priate congressional committees pursuant to 
subsection (a) and biennially thereafter for 
ten years, the Commissioner shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees— 

(1) an update of the plan, if appropriate; 
and 

(2) a report that includes— 
(A) the extent to which each security-re-

lated technology acquired by CBP since the 
initial submission of the plan or most recent 
update of the plan, as the case may be, is 
consistent with the planned technology pro-
grams and projects described pursuant to 
subsection (b)(5); and 

(B) the type of contract and the reason for 
acquiring each such security-related tech-
nology. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate. 

(2) COVERED OFFICIALS.—The term ‘‘covered 
officials’’ means— 

(A) the Under Secretary for Management 
of the Department; 

(B) the Under Secretary for Science and 
Technology of the Department; and 

(C) the Chief Information Officer of the De-
partment. 

(3) UNLAWFULLY PRESENT.—The term ‘‘un-
lawfully present’’ has the meaning provided 
such term in section 212(a)(9)(B)(ii) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(a)(9)(B)(ii)). 
SEC. 105. BORDER SECURITY TECHNOLOGY PRO-

GRAM MANAGEMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title IV of 

the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
231 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 437. BORDER SECURITY TECHNOLOGY PRO-

GRAM MANAGEMENT. 
‘‘(a) MAJOR ACQUISITION PROGRAM DE-

FINED.—In this section, the term ‘major ac-
quisition program’ means an acquisition pro-
gram of the Department that is estimated by 
the Secretary to require an eventual total 
expenditure of at least $100,000,000 (based on 
fiscal year 2023 constant dollars) over its life- 
cycle cost. 

‘‘(b) PLANNING DOCUMENTATION.—For each 
border security technology acquisition pro-
gram of the Department that is determined 
to be a major acquisition program, the Sec-
retary shall— 

‘‘(1) ensure that each such program has a 
written acquisition program baseline ap-
proved by the relevant acquisition decision 
authority; 

‘‘(2) document that each such program is 
satisfying cost, schedule, and performance 
thresholds as specified in such baseline, in 
compliance with relevant departmental ac-
quisition policies and the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation; and 

‘‘(3) have a plan for satisfying program im-
plementation objectives by managing con-
tractor performance. 

‘‘(c) ADHERENCE TO STANDARDS.—The Sec-
retary, acting through the Under Secretary 
for Management and the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, shall 
ensure border security technology acquisi-
tion program managers who are responsible 
for carrying out this section adhere to rel-
evant internal control standards identified 
by the Comptroller General of the United 
States. The Commissioner shall provide in-
formation, as needed, to assist the Under 
Secretary in monitoring management of bor-
der security technology acquisition pro-
grams under this section. 

‘‘(d) PLAN.—The Secretary, acting through 
the Under Secretary for Management, in co-
ordination with the Under Secretary for 
Science and Technology and the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion, shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a plan for testing, evaluating, 
and using independent verification and vali-
dation of resources relating to the proposed 
acquisition of border security technology. 
Under such plan, the proposed acquisition of 
new border security technologies shall be 
evaluated through a series of assessments, 
processes, and audits to ensure— 

‘‘(1) compliance with relevant depart-
mental acquisition policies and the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation; and 

‘‘(2) the effective use of taxpayer dollars.’’. 
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 

contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 436 the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘Sec. 437. Border security technology pro-

gram management.’’. 
(c) PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZA-

TION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—No additional 
funds are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out section 437 of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002, as added by subsection (a). 
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SEC. 106. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-

TION TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES. 
(a) SECURE COMMUNICATIONS.—The Com-

missioner shall ensure that each CBP officer 
or agent, as appropriate, is equipped with a 
secure radio or other two-way communica-
tion device that allows each such officer or 
agent to communicate— 

(1) between ports of entry and inspection 
stations; and 

(2) with other Federal, State, Tribal, and 
local law enforcement entities. 

(b) BORDER SECURITY DEPLOYMENT PRO-
GRAM.— 

(1) EXPANSION.—Not later than September 
30, 2025, the Commissioner shall— 

(A) fully implement the Border Security 
Deployment Program of CBP; and 

(B) expand the integrated surveillance and 
intrusion detection system at land ports of 
entry along the northern and southern bor-
ders of the United States. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to 
be appropriated for such purpose, there is au-
thorized to be appropriated $33,000,000 for fis-
cal years 2024 and 2025 to carry out para-
graph (1). 

(c) UPGRADE OF LICENSE PLATE READERS AT 
PORTS OF ENTRY.— 

(1) UPGRADE.—Not later than two years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner shall upgrade all existing 
license plate readers in need of upgrade, as 
determined by the Commissioner, on the 
northern and southern borders of the United 
States. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to 
be appropriated for such purpose, there is au-
thorized to be appropriated $125,000,000 for 
fiscal years 2023 and 2024 to carry out para-
graph (1). 
SEC. 107. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-

TION PERSONNEL. 
(a) RETENTION BONUS.—To carry out this 

section, there is authorized to be appro-
priated up to $100,000,000 to the Commis-
sioner to provide a retention bonus to any 
front-line U.S. Border Patrol law enforce-
ment agent— 

(1) whose position is equal to or below level 
GS–12 of the General Schedule; 

(2) who has five years or more of service 
with the U.S. Border Patrol; and 

(3) who commits to two years of additional 
service with the U.S. Border Patrol upon ac-
ceptance of such bonus. 

(b) BORDER PATROL AGENTS.—Not later 
than September 30, 2025, the Commissioner 
shall hire, train, and assign a sufficient num-
ber of Border Patrol agents to maintain an 
active duty presence of not fewer than 22,000 
full-time equivalent Border Patrol agents, 
who may not perform the duties of proc-
essing coordinators. 

(c) PROHIBITION AGAINST ALIEN TRAVEL.— 
No personnel or equipment of Air and Marine 
Operations may be used for the transpor-
tation of non-detained aliens, or detained 
aliens expected to be administratively re-
leased upon arrival, from the southwest bor-
der to destinations within the United States. 

(d) GAO REPORT.—If the staffing level re-
quired under this section is not achieved by 
the date associated with such level, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall— 

(1) conduct a review of the reasons why 
such level was not so achieved; and 

(2) not later than September 30, 2027, pub-
lish on a publicly available website of the 
Government Accountability Office a report 
relating thereto. 
SEC. 108. ANTI-BORDER CORRUPTION ACT REAU-

THORIZATION. 
(a) HIRING FLEXIBILITY.—Section 3 of the 

Anti-Border Corruption Act of 2010 (6 U.S.C. 

221; Public Law 111–376) is amended by strik-
ing subsection (b) and inserting the following 
new subsections: 

‘‘(b) WAIVER REQUIREMENT.—Subject to 
subsection (c), the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall waive the 
application of subsection (a)(1)— 

‘‘(1) to a current, full-time law enforce-
ment officer employed by a State or local 
law enforcement agency who— 

‘‘(A) has continuously served as a law en-
forcement officer for not fewer than three 
years; 

‘‘(B) is authorized by law to engage in or 
supervise the prevention, detection, inves-
tigation, or prosecution of, or the incarcer-
ation of any person for, any violation of law, 
and has statutory powers for arrest or appre-
hension; and 

‘‘(C) is not currently under investigation, 
has not been found to have engaged in crimi-
nal activity or serious misconduct, has not 
resigned from a law enforcement officer posi-
tion under investigation or in lieu of termi-
nation, and has not been dismissed from a 
law enforcement officer position; 

‘‘(2) to a current, full-time Federal law en-
forcement officer who— 

‘‘(A) has continuously served as a law en-
forcement officer for not fewer than three 
years; 

‘‘(B) is authorized to make arrests, conduct 
investigations, conduct searches, make sei-
zures, carry firearms, and serve orders, war-
rants, and other processes; 

‘‘(C) is not currently under investigation, 
has not been found to have engaged in crimi-
nal activity or serious misconduct, has not 
resigned from a law enforcement officer posi-
tion under investigation or in lieu of termi-
nation, and has not been dismissed from a 
law enforcement officer position; and 

‘‘(D) holds a current Tier 4 background in-
vestigation or current Tier 5 background in-
vestigation; or 

‘‘(3) to a member of the Armed Forces (or 
a reserve component thereof) or a veteran, if 
such individual— 

‘‘(A) has served in the Armed Forces for 
not fewer than three years; 

‘‘(B) holds, or has held within the past five 
years, a Secret, Top Secret, or Top Secret/ 
Sensitive Compartmented Information clear-
ance; 

‘‘(C) holds, or has undergone within the 
past five years, a current Tier 4 background 
investigation or current Tier 5 background 
investigation; 

‘‘(D) received, or is eligible to receive, an 
honorable discharge from service in the 
Armed Forces and has not engaged in crimi-
nal activity or committed a serious military 
or civil offense under the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice; and 

‘‘(E) was not granted any waivers to obtain 
the clearance referred to in subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(c) TERMINATION OF WAIVER REQUIREMENT; 
SNAP-BACK.—The requirement to issue a 
waiver under subsection (b) shall terminate 
if the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) certifies to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate that CBP has met all re-
quirements pursuant to section 107 of the Se-
cure the Border Act of 2023 relating to per-
sonnel levels. If at any time after such cer-
tification personnel levels fall below such re-
quirements, the Commissioner shall waive 
the application of subsection (a)(1) until 
such time as the Commissioner re-certifies 
to such Committees that CBP has so met all 
such requirements.’’. 

(b) SUPPLEMENTAL COMMISSIONER AUTHOR-
ITY; REPORTING; DEFINITIONS.—The Anti-Bor-

der Corruption Act of 2010 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sections: 
‘‘SEC. 5. SUPPLEMENTAL COMMISSIONER AU-

THORITY. 
‘‘(a) NONEXEMPTION.—An individual who re-

ceives a waiver under section 3(b) is not ex-
empt from any other hiring requirements re-
lating to suitability for employment and eli-
gibility to hold a national security des-
ignated position, as determined by the Com-
missioner of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection. 

‘‘(b) BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS.—An in-
dividual who receives a waiver under section 
3(b) who holds a current Tier 4 background 
investigation shall be subject to a Tier 5 
background investigation. 

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION OF POLYGRAPH EXAM-
INATION.—The Commissioner of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection is authorized to ad-
minister a polygraph examination to an ap-
plicant or employee who is eligible for or re-
ceives a waiver under section 3(b) if informa-
tion is discovered before the completion of a 
background investigation that results in a 
determination that a polygraph examination 
is necessary to make a final determination 
regarding suitability for employment or con-
tinued employment, as the case may be. 
‘‘SEC. 6. REPORTING. 

‘‘(a) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
section and annually thereafter while the 
waiver authority under section 3(b) is in ef-
fect, the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection shall submit to Congress a 
report that includes, with respect to each 
such reporting period, the following: 

‘‘(1) Information relating to the number of 
waivers granted under such section 3(b). 

‘‘(2) Information relating to the percentage 
of applicants who were hired after receiving 
such a waiver. 

‘‘(3) Information relating to the number of 
instances that a polygraph was administered 
to an applicant who initially received such a 
waiver and the results of such polygraph. 

‘‘(4) An assessment of the current impact 
of such waiver authority on filling law en-
forcement positions at U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 

‘‘(5) An identification of additional au-
thorities needed by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection to better utilize such waiver au-
thority for its intended goals. 

‘‘(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—The first 
report submitted under subsection (a) shall 
include the following: 

‘‘(1) An analysis of other methods of em-
ployment suitability tests that detect decep-
tion and could be used in conjunction with 
traditional background investigations to 
evaluate potential applicants or employees 
for suitability for employment or continued 
employment, as the case may be. 

‘‘(2) A recommendation regarding whether 
a test referred to in paragraph (1) should be 
adopted by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion when the polygraph examination re-
quirement is waived pursuant to section 3(b). 
‘‘SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this Act: 
‘‘(1) FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.— 

The term ‘Federal law enforcement officer’ 
means a ‘law enforcement officer’, as such 
term is defined in section 8331(20) or 8401(17) 
of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) SERIOUS MILITARY OR CIVIL OFFENSE.— 
The term ‘serious military or civil offense’ 
means an offense for which— 

‘‘(A) a member of the Armed Forces may 
be discharged or separated from service in 
the Armed Forces; and 

‘‘(B) a punitive discharge is, or would be, 
authorized for the same or a closely related 
offense under the Manual for Court-Martial, 
as pursuant to Army Regulation 635–200, 
chapter 14–12. 
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‘‘(3) TIER 4; TIER 5.—The terms ‘Tier 4’ and 

‘Tier 5’, with respect to background inves-
tigations, have the meaning given such 
terms under the 2012 Federal Investigative 
Standards. 

‘‘(4) VETERAN.—The term ‘veteran’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 101(2) of 
title 38, United States Code.’’. 

(c) POLYGRAPH EXAMINERS.—Not later than 
September 30, 2025, the Secretary shall in-
crease to not fewer than 150 the number of 
trained full-time equivalent polygraph exam-
iners for administering polygraphs under the 
Anti-Border Corruption Act of 2010, as 
amended by this section. 
SEC. 109. ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKLOAD STAFF-

ING MODELS FOR U.S. BORDER PA-
TROL AND AIR AND MARINE OPER-
ATIONS OF CBP. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner, in coordination with the 
Under Secretary for Management, the Chief 
Human Capital Officer, and the Chief Finan-
cial Officer of the Department, shall imple-
ment a workload staffing model for each of 
the following: 

(1) The U.S. Border Patrol. 
(2) Air and Marine Operations of CBP. 
(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMIS-

SIONER.—Subsection (c) of section 411 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211), 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (18) and 
(19) as paragraphs (20) and (21), respectively; 
and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (17) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs: 

‘‘(18) implement a staffing model for the 
U.S. Border Patrol, Air and Marine Oper-
ations, and the Office of Field Operations 
that includes consideration for essential 
frontline operator activities and functions, 
variations in operating environments, 
present and planned infrastructure, present 
and planned technology, and required oper-
ations support levels to enable such entities 
to manage and assign personnel of such enti-
ties to ensure field and support posts possess 
adequate resources to carry out duties speci-
fied in this section; 

‘‘(19) develop standard operating proce-
dures for a workforce tracking system with-
in the U.S. Border Patrol, Air and Marine 
Operations, and the Office of Field Oper-
ations, train the workforce of each of such 
entities on the use, capabilities, and purpose 
of such system, and implement internal con-
trols to ensure timely and accurate sched-
uling and reporting of actual completed 
work hours and activities;’’. 

(c) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act 
with respect to subsection (a) and para-
graphs (18) and (19) of section 411(c) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as amended 
by subsection (b)), and annually thereafter 
with respect to such paragraphs (18) and (19), 
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report 
that includes a status update on the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The implementation of such subsection 
(a) and such paragraphs (18) and (19). 

(B) Each relevant workload staffing model. 
(2) DATA SOURCES AND METHODOLOGY RE-

QUIRED.—Each report required under para-
graph (1) shall include information relating 
to the data sources and methodology used to 
generate each relevant staffing model. 

(d) INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEW.—Not later 
than 90 days after the Commissioner devel-
ops the workload staffing models pursuant to 
subsection (a), the Inspector General of the 
Department shall review such models and 
provide feedback to the Secretary and the 
appropriate congressional committees with 

respect to the degree to which such models 
are responsive to the recommendations of 
the Inspector General, including the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Recommendations from the Inspector 
General’s February 2019 audit. 

(2) Any further recommendations to im-
prove such models. 

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate. 
SEC. 110. OPERATION STONEGARDEN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title XX of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
601 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 2010. OPERATION STONEGARDEN. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Department a program to be known as 
‘Operation Stonegarden’, under which the 
Secretary, acting through the Adminis-
trator, shall make grants to eligible law en-
forcement agencies, through State adminis-
trative agencies, to enhance border security 
in accordance with this section. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—To be eligible 
to receive a grant under this section, a law 
enforcement agency shall— 

‘‘(1) be located in— 
‘‘(A) a State bordering Canada or Mexico; 

or 
‘‘(B) a State or territory with a maritime 

border; 
‘‘(2) be involved in an active, ongoing, U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection operation co-
ordinated through a U.S. Border Patrol sec-
tor office; and 

‘‘(3) have an agreement in place with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement to 
support enforcement operations. 

‘‘(c) PERMITTED USES.—A recipient of a 
grant under this section may use such grant 
for costs associated with the following: 

‘‘(1) Equipment, including maintenance 
and sustainment. 

‘‘(2) Personnel, including overtime and 
backfill, in support of enhanced border law 
enforcement activities. 

‘‘(3) Any activity permitted for Operation 
Stonegarden under the most recent fiscal 
year Department of Homeland Security’s 
Homeland Security Grant Program Notice of 
Funding Opportunity. 

‘‘(d) PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall award grants under this section 
to grant recipients for a period of not fewer 
than 36 months. 

‘‘(e) NOTIFICATION.—Upon denial of a grant 
to a law enforcement agency, the Adminis-
trator shall provide written notice to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate, including the reasoning 
for such denial. 

‘‘(f) REPORT.—For each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2028 the Administrator shall submit 
to the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate a report that 
contains— 

‘‘(1) information on the expenditure of 
grants made under this section by each grant 
recipient; and 

‘‘(2) recommendations for other uses of 
such grants to further support eligible law 
enforcement agencies. 

‘‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$110,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2028 for grants under this section.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection 
(a) of section 2002 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 603) is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary, 
through the Administrator, may award 
grants under sections 2003, 2004, 2009, and 2010 
to State, local, and Tribal governments, as 
appropriate.’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 2009 the 
following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 2010. Operation Stonegarden.’’. 
SEC. 111. AIR AND MARINE OPERATIONS FLIGHT 

HOURS. 
(a) AIR AND MARINE OPERATIONS FLIGHT 

HOURS.—Not later than 120 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that not fewer than 
110,000 annual flight hours are carried out by 
Air and Marine Operations of CBP. 

(b) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.—The 
Secretary, after coordination with the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, shall ensure that Air and Marine 
Operations operate unmanned aircraft sys-
tems on the southern border of the United 
States for not less than 24 hours per day. 

(c) PRIMARY MISSIONS.—The Commissioner 
shall ensure the following: 

(1) The primary missions for Air and Ma-
rine Operations are to directly support the 
following: 

(A) U.S. Border Patrol activities along the 
borders of the United States. 

(B) Joint Interagency Task Force South 
and Joint Task Force East operations in the 
transit zone. 

(2) The Executive Assistant Commissioner 
of Air and Marine Operations assigns the 
greatest priority to support missions speci-
fied in paragraph (1). 

(d) HIGH DEMAND FLIGHT HOUR REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The Commissioner shall— 

(1) ensure that U.S. Border Patrol Sector 
Chiefs identify air support mission-critical 
hours; and 

(2) direct Air and Marine Operations to 
support requests from such Sector Chiefs as 
a component of the primary mission of Air 
and Marine Operations in accordance with 
subsection (c)(1)(A). 

(e) CONTRACT AIR SUPPORT AUTHORIZA-
TIONS.—The Commissioner shall contract for 
air support mission-critical hours to meet 
the requests for such hours, as identified 
pursuant to subsection (d). 

(f) SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief of the U.S. Bor-

der Patrol shall be the executive agent with 
respect to the use of small unmanned air-
craft by CBP for the purposes of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Meeting the unmet flight hour oper-
ational requirements of the U.S. Border Pa-
trol. 

(B) Achieving situational awareness and 
operational control of the borders of the 
United States. 

(2) COORDINATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Chief of the U.S. Border Patrol 
shall coordinate— 

(A) flight operations with the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to ensure the safe and efficient oper-
ation of the national airspace system; and 

(B) with the Executive Assistant Commis-
sioner for Air and Marine Operations of CBP 
to— 

(i) ensure the safety of other CBP aircraft 
flying in the vicinity of small unmanned air-
craft operated by the U.S. Border Patrol; and 

(ii) establish a process to include data from 
flight hours in the calculation of got away 
statistics. 
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(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph 

(3) of section 411(e) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211(e)) is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon at the end; 

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 
subparagraph (D); and 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) carry out the small unmanned aircraft 
(as such term is defined in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code) requirements 
pursuant to subsection (f) of section 111 of 
the Secure the Border Act of 2023; and’’. 

(g) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion may be construed as conferring, trans-
ferring, or delegating to the Secretary, the 
Commissioner, the Executive Assistant Com-
missioner for Air and Marine Operations of 
CBP, or the Chief of the U.S. Border Patrol 
any authority of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation or the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration relating to the use 
of airspace or aviation safety. 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) GOT AWAY.—The term ‘‘got away’’ has 

the meaning given such term in section 
1092(a)(3) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–328; 6 U.S.C. 223(a)(3)). 

(2) TRANSIT ZONE.—The term ‘‘transit 
zone’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 1092(a)(8) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–328; 6 U.S.C. 223(a)(8)). 
SEC. 112. ERADICATION OF CARRIZO CANE AND 

SALT CEDAR. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary, in coordination with the 
heads of relevant Federal, State, and local 
agencies, shall hire contractors to begin 
eradicating the carrizo cane plant and any 
salt cedar along the Rio Grande River that 
impedes border security operations. Such 
eradication shall be completed— 

(1) by not later than September 30, 2027, ex-
cept for required maintenance; and 

(2) in the most expeditious and cost-effec-
tive manner possible to maintain clear fields 
of view. 

(b) APPLICATION.—The waiver authority 
under subsection (c) of section 102 of the Ille-
gal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1103 note), 
as amended by section 103 of this division, 
shall apply to activities carried out pursuant 
to subsection (a). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a strategic plan to eradicate all 
carrizo cane plant and salt cedar along the 
Rio Grande River that impedes border secu-
rity operations by not later than September 
30, 2027. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$7,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 through 
2028 to the Secretary to carry out this sub-
section. 
SEC. 113. BORDER PATROL STRATEGIC PLAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and biennially thereafter, the Commissioner, 
acting through the Chief of the U.S. Border 
Patrol, shall issue a Border Patrol Strategic 
Plan (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘plan’’) to enhance the security of the bor-
ders of the United States. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan shall include the 
following: 

(1) A consideration of Border Patrol Capa-
bility Gap Analysis reporting, Border Secu-

rity Improvement Plans, and any other stra-
tegic document authored by the U.S. Border 
Patrol to address security gaps between 
ports of entry, including efforts to mitigate 
threats identified in such analyses, plans, 
and documents. 

(2) Information relating to the dissemina-
tion of information relating to border secu-
rity or border threats with respect to the ef-
forts of the Department and other appro-
priate Federal agencies. 

(3) Information relating to efforts by U.S. 
Border Patrol to— 

(A) increase situational awareness, includ-
ing— 

(i) surveillance capabilities, such as capa-
bilities developed or utilized by the Depart-
ment of Defense, and any appropriate tech-
nology determined to be excess by the De-
partment of Defense; and 

(ii) the use of manned aircraft and un-
manned aircraft; 

(B) detect and prevent terrorists and in-
struments of terrorism from entering the 
United States; 

(C) detect, interdict, and disrupt between 
ports of entry aliens unlawfully present in 
the United States; 

(D) detect, interdict, and disrupt human 
smuggling, human trafficking, drug traf-
ficking, and other illicit cross-border activ-
ity; 

(E) focus intelligence collection to disrupt 
transnational criminal organizations outside 
of the international and maritime borders of 
the United States; and 

(F) ensure that any new border security 
technology can be operationally integrated 
with existing technologies in use by the De-
partment. 

(4) Information relating to initiatives of 
the Department with respect to operational 
coordination, including any relevant task 
forces of the Department. 

(5) Information gathered from the lessons 
learned by the deployments of the National 
Guard to the southern border of the United 
States. 

(6) A description of cooperative agreements 
relating to information sharing with State, 
local, Tribal, territorial, and other Federal 
law enforcement agencies that have jurisdic-
tion on the borders of the United States. 

(7) Information relating to border security 
information received from the following: 

(A) State, local, Tribal, territorial, and 
other Federal law enforcement agencies that 
have jurisdiction on the borders of the 
United States or in the maritime environ-
ment. 

(B) Border community stakeholders, in-
cluding representatives from the following: 

(i) Border agricultural and ranching orga-
nizations. 

(ii) Business and civic organizations. 
(iii) Hospitals and rural clinics within 150 

miles of the borders of the United States. 
(iv) Victims of crime committed by aliens 

unlawfully present in the United States. 
(v) Victims impacted by drugs, 

transnational criminal organizations, car-
tels, gangs, or other criminal activity. 

(vi) Farmers, ranchers, and property own-
ers along the border. 

(vii) Other individuals negatively impacted 
by illegal immigration. 

(8) Information relating to the staffing re-
quirements with respect to border security 
for the Department. 

(9) A prioritized list of Department re-
search and development objectives to en-
hance the security of the borders of the 
United States. 

(10) An assessment of training programs, 
including such programs relating to the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Identifying and detecting fraudulent 
documents. 

(B) Understanding the scope of CBP en-
forcement authorities and appropriate use of 
force policies. 

(C) Screening, identifying, and addressing 
vulnerable populations, such as children and 
victims of human trafficking. 
SEC. 114. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-

TION SPIRITUAL READINESS. 
Not later than one year after the enact-

ment of this Act and annually thereafter for 
five years, the Commissioner shall submit to 
the Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the avail-
ability and usage of the assistance of chap-
lains, prayer groups, houses of worship, and 
other spiritual resources for members of CBP 
who identify as religiously affiliated and 
have attempted suicide, have suicidal idea-
tion, or are at risk of suicide, and metrics on 
the impact such resources have in assisting 
religiously affiliated members who have ac-
cess to and utilize such resources compared 
to religiously affiliated members who do not. 
SEC. 115. RESTRICTIONS ON FUNDING. 

(a) ARRIVING ALIENS.—No funds are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Department to 
process the entry into the United States of 
aliens arriving in between ports of entry. 

(b) RESTRICTION ON NONGOVERNMENTAL OR-
GANIZATION SUPPORT FOR UNLAWFUL ACTIV-
ITY.—No funds are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Department for disbursement 
to any nongovernmental organization that 
facilitates or encourages unlawful activity, 
including unlawful entry, human trafficking, 
human smuggling, drug trafficking, and drug 
smuggling. 

(c) RESTRICTION ON NONGOVERNMENTAL OR-
GANIZATION FACILITATION OF ILLEGAL IMMI-
GRATION.—No funds are authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Department for disburse-
ment to any nongovernmental organization 
to provide, or facilitate the provision of, 
transportation, lodging, or immigration 
legal services to inadmissible aliens who 
enter the United States after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 116. COLLECTION OF DNA AND BIOMETRIC 

INFORMATION AT THE BORDER. 
Not later than 14 days after the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
ensure and certify to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate that CBP is fully compliant with 
Federal DNA and biometric collection re-
quirements at United States land borders. 
SEC. 117. ERADICATION OF NARCOTIC DRUGS 

AND FORMULATING EFFECTIVE NEW 
TOOLS TO ADDRESS YEARLY LOSSES 
OF LIFE; ENSURING TIMELY UP-
DATES TO U.S. CUSTOMS AND BOR-
DER PROTECTION FIELD MANUALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and not less frequently than triennially 
thereafter, the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall review and 
update, as necessary, the current policies 
and manuals of the Office of Field Oper-
ations related to inspections at ports of 
entry, and the U.S. Border Patrol related to 
inspections between ports of entry, to ensure 
the uniform implementation of inspection 
practices that will effectively respond to 
technological and methodological changes 
designed to disguise unlawful activity, such 
as the smuggling of drugs and humans, along 
the border. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later 
than 90 days after each update required 
under subsection (a), the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
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the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs and the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the Senate a report that summa-
rizes any policy and manual changes pursu-
ant to subsection (a). 
SEC. 118. PUBLICATION BY U.S. CUSTOMS AND 

BORDER PROTECTION OF OPER-
ATIONAL STATISTICS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the sev-
enth day of each month beginning with the 
second full month after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
publish on a publicly available website of the 
Department of Homeland Security informa-
tion relating to the total number of alien en-
counters and nationalities, unique alien en-
counters and nationalities, gang affiliated 
apprehensions and nationalities, drug sei-
zures, alien encounters included in the ter-
rorist screening database and nationalities, 
arrests of criminal aliens or individuals 
wanted by law enforcement and nationali-
ties, known got aways, encounters with de-
ceased aliens, and all other related or associ-
ated statistics recorded by U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection during the immediately 
preceding month. Each such publication 
shall include the following: 

(1) The aggregate such number, and such 
number disaggregated by geographic regions, 
of such recordings and encounters, including 
specifications relating to whether such re-
cordings and encounters were at the south-
west, northern, or maritime border. 

(2) An identification of the Office of Field 
Operations field office, U.S. Border Patrol 
sector, or Air and Marine Operations branch 
making each recording or encounter. 

(3) Information relating to whether each 
recording or encounter of an alien was of a 
single adult, an unaccompanied alien child, 
or an individual in a family unit. 

(4) Information relating to the processing 
disposition of each alien recording or en-
counter. 

(5) Information relating to the nationality 
of each alien who is the subject of each re-
cording or encounter. 

(6) The total number of individuals in-
cluded in the terrorist screening database (as 
such term is defined in section 2101 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 621)) 
who have repeatedly attempted to cross un-
lawfully into the United States. 

(7) The total number of individuals in-
cluded in the terrorist screening database 
who have been apprehended, including infor-
mation relating to whether such individuals 
were released into the United States or re-
moved. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—If the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection in any 
month does not publish the information re-
quired under subsection (a), or does not pub-
lish such information by the date specified in 
such subsection, the Commissioner shall 
brief the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate regarding 
the reason relating thereto, as the case may 
be, by not later than the date that is two 
business days after the tenth day of such 
month. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ALIEN ENCOUNTERS.—The term ‘‘alien 

encounters’’ means aliens apprehended, de-
termined inadmissible, or processed for re-
moval by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion. 

(2) GOT AWAY.—The term ‘‘got away’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 
1092(a) of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (6 U.S.C. 223(a)). 

(3) TERRORIST SCREENING DATABASE.—The 
term ‘‘terrorist screening database’’ has the 

meaning given such term in section 2101 of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
621). 

(4) UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHILD.—The term 
‘‘unaccompanied alien child’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 462(g) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
279(g)). 
SEC. 119. ALIEN CRIMINAL BACKGROUND 

CHECKS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than seven days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner shall certify to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate that CBP has real-time access to the 
criminal history databases of all countries of 
origin and transit for aliens encountered by 
CBP to perform criminal history background 
checks for such aliens. 

(b) STANDARDS.—The certification required 
under subsection (a) shall also include a de-
termination whether the criminal history 
databases of a country are accurate, up to 
date, digitized, searchable, and otherwise 
meet the standards of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for criminal history databases 
maintained by State and local governments. 

(c) CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall an-
nually submit to the Committee on Home-
land Security and the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the Senate a certification 
that each database referred to in subsection 
(b) which the Secretary accessed or sought 
to access pursuant to this section met the 
standards described in subsection (b). 
SEC. 120. PROHIBITED IDENTIFICATION DOCU-

MENTS AT AIRPORT SECURITY 
CHECKPOINTS; NOTIFICATION TO 
IMMIGRATION AGENCIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 
not accept as valid proof of identification a 
prohibited identification document at an air-
port security checkpoint. 

(b) NOTIFICATION TO IMMIGRATION AGEN-
CIES.—If an individual presents a prohibited 
identification document to an officer of the 
Transportation Security Administration at 
an airport security checkpoint, the Adminis-
trator shall promptly notify the Director of 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
the Director of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, and the head of the appropriate 
local law enforcement agency to determine 
whether the individual is in violation of any 
term of release from the custody of any such 
agency. 

(c) ENTRY INTO STERILE AREAS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), if an individual is found to be 
in violation of any term of release under sub-
section (b), the Administrator may not per-
mit such individual to enter a sterile area. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—An individual presenting a 
prohibited identification document under 
this section may enter a sterile area if the 
individual— 

(A) is leaving the United States for the 
purposes of removal or deportation; or 

(B) presents a covered identification docu-
ment. 

(d) COLLECTION OF BIOMETRIC INFORMATION 
FROM CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS SEEKING ENTRY 
INTO THE STERILE AREA OF AN AIRPORT.—Be-
ginning not later than 120 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall collect biometric information 
from an individual described in subsection 
(e) prior to authorizing such individual to 
enter into a sterile area. 

(e) INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED.—An individual 
described in this subsection is an individual 
who— 

(1) is seeking entry into the sterile area of 
an airport; 

(2) does not present a covered identifica-
tion document; and 

(3) the Administrator cannot verify is a na-
tional of the United States. 

(f) PARTICIPATION IN IDENT.—Beginning 
not later than 120 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Administrator, in 
coordination with the Secretary, shall sub-
mit biometric data collected under this sec-
tion to the Automated Biometric Identifica-
tion System (IDENT). 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration. 

(2) BIOMETRIC INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘bi-
ometric information’’ means any of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) A fingerprint. 
(B) A palm print. 
(C) A photograph, including— 
(i) a photograph of an individual’s face for 

use with facial recognition technology; and 
(ii) a photograph of any physical or ana-

tomical feature, such as a scar, skin mark, 
or tattoo. 

(D) A signature. 
(E) A voice print. 
(F) An iris image. 
(3) COVERED IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT.— 

The term ‘‘covered identification document’’ 
means any of the following, if the document 
is valid and unexpired: 

(A) A United States passport or passport 
card. 

(B) A biometrically secure card issued by a 
trusted traveler program of the Department 
of Homeland Security, including— 

(i) Global Entry; 
(ii) Nexus; 
(iii) Secure Electronic Network for Trav-

elers Rapid Inspection (SENTRI); and 
(iv) Free and Secure Trade (FAST). 
(C) An identification card issued by the De-

partment of Defense, including such a card 
issued to a dependent. 

(D) Any document required for admission 
to the United States under section 211(a) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1181(a)). 

(E) An enhanced driver’s license issued by 
a State. 

(F) A photo identification card issued by a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe. 

(G) A personal identity verification creden-
tial issued in accordance with Homeland Se-
curity Presidential Directive 12. 

(H) A driver’s license issued by a province 
of Canada. 

(I) A Secure Certificate of Indian Status 
issued by the Government of Canada. 

(J) A Transportation Worker Identification 
Credential. 

(K) A Merchant Mariner Credential issued 
by the Coast Guard. 

(L) A Veteran Health Identification Card 
issued by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

(M) Any other document the Adminis-
trator determines, pursuant to a rule mak-
ing in accordance with section 553 of title 5, 
United States Code, will satisfy the identity 
verification procedures of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration. 

(4) IMMIGRATION LAWS.—The term ‘‘immi-
gration laws’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 101 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 

(5) PROHIBITED IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT.— 
The term ‘‘prohibited identification docu-
ment’’ means any of the following (or any 
applicable successor form): 

(A) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–200, Warrant for Arrest of 
Alien. 
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(B) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-

forcement Form I–205, Warrant of Removal/ 
Deportation. 

(C) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–220A, Order of Release on 
Recognizance. 

(D) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–220B, Order of Super-
vision. 

(E) Department of Homeland Security 
Form I–862, Notice to Appear. 

(F) U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Form I–94, Arrival/Departure Record (includ-
ing a print-out of an electronic record). 

(G) Department of Homeland Security 
Form I–385, Notice to Report. 

(H) Any document that directs an indi-
vidual to report to the Department of Home-
land Security. 

(I) Any Department of Homeland Security 
work authorization or employment 
verification document. 

(6) STERILE AREA.—The term ‘‘sterile area’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
1540.5 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or any successor regulation. 
SEC. 121. PROHIBITION AGAINST ANY COVID–19 

VACCINE MANDATE OR ADVERSE AC-
TION AGAINST DHS EMPLOYEES. 

(a) LIMITATION ON IMPOSITION OF NEW MAN-
DATE.—The Secretary may not issue any 
COVID–19 vaccine mandate unless Congress 
expressly authorizes such a mandate. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON ADVERSE ACTION.—The 
Secretary may not take any adverse action 
against a Department employee based solely 
on the refusal of such employee to receive a 
vaccine for COVID–19. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall report to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate on the following: 

(1) The number of Department employees 
who were terminated or resigned due to the 
COVID–19 vaccine mandate. 

(2) An estimate of the cost to reinstate 
such employees. 

(3) How the Department would effectuate 
reinstatement of such employees. 

(d) RETENTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
UNVACCINATED EMPLOYEES.—The Secretary 
shall make every effort to retain Depart-
ment employees who are not vaccinated 
against COVID–19 and provide such employ-
ees with professional development, pro-
motion and leadership opportunities, and 
consideration equal to that of their peers. 
SEC. 122. CBP ONE APP LIMITATION. 

(a) LIMITATION.—The Department may use 
the CBP One Mobile Application or any 
other similar program, application, internet- 
based portal, website, device, or initiative 
only for inspection of perishable cargo. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Commissioner shall report to the Committee 
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate the date on which CBP began 
using CBP One to allow aliens to schedule 
interviews at land ports of entry, how many 
aliens have scheduled interviews at land 
ports of entry using CBP One, the nationali-
ties of such aliens, and the stated final des-
tinations of such aliens within the United 
States, if any. 
SEC. 123. REPORT ON MEXICAN DRUG CARTELS. 

Not later than 60 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, Congress shall com-
mission a report that contains the following: 

(1) A national strategy to address Mexican 
drug cartels, and a determination regarding 
whether there should be a designation estab-
lished to address such cartels. 

(2) Information relating to actions by such 
cartels that causes harm to the United 
States. 
SEC. 124. GAO STUDY ON COSTS INCURRED BY 

STATES TO SECURE THE SOUTH-
WEST BORDER. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall conduct a study to examine the costs 
incurred by individual States as a result of 
actions taken by such States in support of 
the Federal mission to secure the southwest 
border, and the feasibility of a program to 
reimburse such States for such costs. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The study required under 
subsection (a) shall include consideration of 
the following: 

(1) Actions taken by the Department of 
Homeland Security that have contributed to 
costs described in such subsection incurred 
by States to secure the border in the absence 
of Federal action, including the termination 
of the Migrant Protection Protocols and can-
cellation of border wall construction. 

(2) Actions taken by individual States 
along the southwest border to secure their 
borders, and the costs associated with such 
actions. 

(3) The feasibility of a program within the 
Department of Homeland Security to reim-
burse States for the costs incurred in sup-
port of the Federal mission to secure the 
southwest border. 
SEC. 125. REPORT BY INSPECTOR GENERAL OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act and an-
nually thereafter for five years, the Inspec-
tor General of the Department of Homeland 
Security shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a report examining the economic 
and security impact of mass migration to 
municipalities and States along the south-
west border. Such report shall include infor-
mation regarding costs incurred by the fol-
lowing: 

(1) State and local law enforcement to se-
cure the southwest border. 

(2) Public school districts to educate stu-
dents who are aliens unlawfully present in 
the United States. 

(3) Healthcare providers to provide care to 
aliens unlawfully present in the United 
States who have not paid for such care. 

(4) Farmers and ranchers due to migration 
impacts to their properties. 

(b) CONSULTATION.—To produce the report 
required under subsection (a), the Inspector 
General of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity shall consult with the individuals and 
representatives of the entities described in 
paragraphs (1) through (4) of such subsection. 
SEC. 126. OFFSETTING AUTHORIZATIONS OF AP-

PROPRIATIONS. 
(a) OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY AND EMER-

GENCY MANAGEMENT.—No funds are author-
ized to be appropriated for the Alternatives 
to Detention Case Management Pilot Pro-
gram or the Office of the Immigration De-
tention Ombudsman for the Office of the 
Secretary and Emergency Management of 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

(b) MANAGEMENT DIRECTORATE.—No funds 
are authorized to be appropriated for electric 
vehicles or St. Elizabeths campus construc-
tion for the Management Directorate of the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

(c) INTELLIGENCE, ANALYSIS, AND SITUA-
TIONAL AWARENESS.—There is authorized to 
be appropriated $216,000,000 for Intelligence, 
Analysis, and Situational Awareness of the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

(d) U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-
TION.—No funds are authorized to be appro-

priated for the Shelter Services Program for 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 
SEC. 127. REPORT TO CONGRESS ON FOREIGN 

TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and annually thereafter for five years, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate an assess-
ment of foreign terrorist organizations at-
tempting to move their members or affili-
ates into the United States through the 
southern, northern, or maritime border. 

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘foreign terrorist organization’’ means an 
organization described in section 219 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1189). 
SEC. 128. ASSESSMENT BY INSPECTOR GENERAL 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY ON THE MITIGA-
TION OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYS-
TEMS AT THE SOUTHWEST BORDER. 

Not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Inspector General 
of the Department of Homeland Security 
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland 
Security of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate an as-
sessment of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s ability to mitigate unmanned aircraft 
systems at the southwest border. Such as-
sessment shall include information regard-
ing any intervention between January 1, 
2021, and the date of the enactment of this 
Act, by any Federal agency affecting in any 
manner U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s authority to so mitigate such systems. 

DIVISION D—IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

TITLE I—ASYLUM REFORM AND BORDER 
PROTECTION 

SEC. 101. SAFE THIRD COUNTRY. 

Section 208(a)(2)(A) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(a)(2)(A)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘if the Attorney General de-
termines’’ and inserting ‘‘if the Attorney 
General or the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity determines—’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘that the alien may be re-
moved’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(i) that the alien may be removed’’; 
(3) by striking ‘‘, pursuant to a bilateral or 

multilateral agreement, to’’ and inserting 
‘‘to’’; 

(4) by inserting ‘‘or the Secretary, on a 
case by case basis,’’ before ‘‘finds that’’; 

(5) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(6) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) that the alien entered, attempted to 

enter, or arrived in the United States after 
transiting through at least one country out-
side the alien’s country of citizenship, na-
tionality, or last lawful habitual residence 
en route to the United States, unless— 

‘‘(I) the alien demonstrates that he or she 
applied for protection from persecution or 
torture in at least one country outside the 
alien’s country of citizenship, nationality, or 
last lawful habitual residence through which 
the alien transited en route to the United 
States, and the alien received a final judg-
ment denying the alien protection in each 
country; 

‘‘(II) the alien demonstrates that he or she 
was a victim of a severe form of trafficking 
in which a commercial sex act was induced 
by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the 
person induced to perform such act was 
under the age of 18 years; or in which the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:59 Sep 30, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29SE7.015 H29SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4880 September 29, 2023 
trafficking included the recruitment, har-
boring, transportation, provision, or obtain-
ing of a person for labor or services through 
the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the 
purpose of subjection to involuntary ser-
vitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery, 
and was unable to apply for protection from 
persecution in each country through which 
the alien transited en route to the United 
States as a result of such severe form of traf-
ficking; or 

‘‘(III) the only countries through which the 
alien transited en route to the United States 
were, at the time of the transit, not parties 
to the 1951 United Nations Convention relat-
ing to the Status of Refugees, the 1967 Pro-
tocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, or 
the United Nations Convention against Tor-
ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment.’’. 
SEC. 102. CREDIBLE FEAR INTERVIEWS. 

Section 235(b)(1)(B)(v) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1225(b)(1)(B)(v)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘there is a signifi-
cant possibility’’ and all that follows, and in-
serting ‘‘, taking into account the credibility 
of the statements made by the alien in sup-
port of the alien’s claim, as determined pur-
suant to section 208(b)(1)(B)(iii), and such 
other facts as are known to the officer, the 
alien more likely than not could establish 
eligibility for asylum under section 208, and 
it is more likely than not that the state-
ments made by, and on behalf of, the alien in 
support of the alien’s claim are true.’’. 
SEC. 103. CLARIFICATION OF ASYLUM ELIGI-

BILITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 208(b)(1)(A) of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158(b)(1)(A)) is amended by inserting after 
‘‘section 101(a)(42)(A)’’ the following: ‘‘(in ac-
cordance with the rules set forth in this sec-
tion), and is eligible to apply for asylum 
under subsection (a)’’. 

(b) PLACE OF ARRIVAL.—Section 208(a)(1) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1158(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘or who arrives in the 
United States (whether or not at a des-
ignated port of arrival and including an alien 
who is brought to the United States after 
having been interdicted in international or 
United States waters),’’; and 

(2) by inserting after ‘‘United States’’ the 
following: ‘‘and has arrived in the United 
States at a port of entry (including an alien 
who is brought to the United States after 
having been interdicted in international or 
United States waters),’’. 
SEC. 104. EXCEPTIONS. 

Paragraph (2) of section 208(b) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158(b)(2)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) shall not 

apply to an alien if the Secretary of Home-
land Security or the Attorney General deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(i) the alien ordered, incited, assisted, or 
otherwise participated in the persecution of 
any person on account of race, religion, na-
tionality, membership in a particular social 
group, or political opinion; 

‘‘(ii) the alien has been convicted of any 
felony under Federal, State, tribal, or local 
law; 

‘‘(iii) the alien has been convicted of any 
misdemeanor offense under Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law involving— 

‘‘(I) the unlawful possession or use of an 
identification document, authentication fea-
ture, or false identification document (as 
those terms and phrases are defined in the 
jurisdiction where the conviction occurred), 
unless the alien can establish that the con-
viction resulted from circumstances showing 
that— 

‘‘(aa) the document or feature was pre-
sented before boarding a common carrier; 

‘‘(bb) the document or feature related to 
the alien’s eligibility to enter the United 
States; 

‘‘(cc) the alien used the document or fea-
ture to depart a country wherein the alien 
has claimed a fear of persecution; and 

‘‘(dd) the alien claimed a fear of persecu-
tion without delay upon presenting himself 
or herself to an immigration officer upon ar-
rival at a United States port of entry; 

‘‘(II) the unlawful receipt of a Federal pub-
lic benefit (as defined in section 401(c) of the 
Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 
1611(c))), from a Federal entity, or the unlaw-
ful receipt of similar public benefits from a 
State, tribal, or local entity; or 

‘‘(III) possession or trafficking of a con-
trolled substance or controlled substance 
paraphernalia, as those phrases are defined 
under the law of the jurisdiction where the 
conviction occurred, other than a single of-
fense involving possession for one’s own use 
of 30 grams or less of marijuana (as mari-
juana is defined under the law of the juris-
diction where the conviction occurred); 

‘‘(iv) the alien has been convicted of an of-
fense arising under paragraph (1)(A) or (2) of 
section 274(a), or under section 276; 

‘‘(v) the alien has been convicted of a Fed-
eral, State, tribal, or local crime that the 
Attorney General or Secretary of Homeland 
Security knows, or has reason to believe, 
was committed in support, promotion, or 
furtherance of the activity of a criminal 
street gang (as defined under the law of the 
jurisdiction where the conviction occurred or 
in section 521(a) of title 18, United States 
Code); 

‘‘(vi) the alien has been convicted of an of-
fense for driving while intoxicated or im-
paired, as those terms are defined under the 
law of the jurisdiction where the conviction 
occurred (including a conviction for driving 
while under the influence of or impaired by 
alcohol or drugs), without regard to whether 
the conviction is classified as a misdemeanor 
or felony under Federal, State, tribal, or 
local law, in which such intoxicated or im-
paired driving was a cause of serious bodily 
injury or death of another person; 

‘‘(vii) the alien has been convicted of more 
than one offense for driving while intoxi-
cated or impaired, as those terms are defined 
under the law of the jurisdiction where the 
conviction occurred (including a conviction 
for driving while under the influence of or 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), without re-
gard to whether the conviction is classified 
as a misdemeanor or felony under Federal, 
State, tribal, or local law; 

‘‘(viii) the alien has been convicted of a 
crime— 

‘‘(I) that involves conduct amounting to a 
crime of stalking; 

‘‘(II) of child abuse, child neglect, or child 
abandonment; or 

‘‘(III) that involves conduct amounting to 
a domestic assault or battery offense, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(aa) a misdemeanor crime of domestic vi-
olence, as described in section 921(a)(33) of 
title 18, United States Code; 

‘‘(bb) a crime of domestic violence, as de-
scribed in section 40002(a)(12) of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 
12291(a)(12)); or 

‘‘(cc) any crime based on conduct in which 
the alien harassed, coerced, intimidated, vol-
untarily or recklessly used (or threatened to 
use) force or violence against, or inflicted 
physical injury or physical pain, however 
slight, upon a person— 

‘‘(AA) who is a current or former spouse of 
the alien; 

‘‘(BB) with whom the alien shares a child; 

‘‘(CC) who is cohabitating with, or who has 
cohabitated with, the alien as a spouse; 

‘‘(DD) who is similarly situated to a spouse 
of the alien under the domestic or family vi-
olence laws of the jurisdiction where the of-
fense occurred; or 

‘‘(EE) who is protected from that alien’s 
acts under the domestic or family violence 
laws of the United States or of any State, 
tribal government, or unit of local govern-
ment; 

‘‘(ix) the alien has engaged in acts of bat-
tery or extreme cruelty upon a person and 
the person— 

‘‘(I) is a current or former spouse of the 
alien; 

‘‘(II) shares a child with the alien; 
‘‘(III) cohabitates or has cohabitated with 

the alien as a spouse; 
‘‘(IV) is similarly situated to a spouse of 

the alien under the domestic or family vio-
lence laws of the jurisdiction where the of-
fense occurred; or 

‘‘(V) is protected from that alien’s acts 
under the domestic or family violence laws 
of the United States or of any State, tribal 
government, or unit of local government; 

‘‘(x) the alien, having been convicted by a 
final judgment of a particularly serious 
crime, constitutes a danger to the commu-
nity of the United States; 

‘‘(xi) there are serious reasons for believing 
that the alien has committed a serious non-
political crime outside the United States 
prior to the arrival of the alien in the United 
States; 

‘‘(xii) there are reasonable grounds for re-
garding the alien as a danger to the security 
of the United States; 

‘‘(xiii) the alien is described in subclause 
(I), (II), (III), (IV), or (VI) of section 
212(a)(3)(B)(i) or section 237(a)(4)(B) (relating 
to terrorist activity), unless, in the case only 
of an alien inadmissible under subclause (IV) 
of section 212(a)(3)(B)(i), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
determines, in the Secretary’s or the Attor-
ney General’s discretion, that there are not 
reasonable grounds for regarding the alien as 
a danger to the security of the United 
States; 

‘‘(xiv) the alien was firmly resettled in an-
other country prior to arriving in the United 
States; or 

‘‘(xv) there are reasonable grounds for con-
cluding the alien could avoid persecution by 
relocating to another part of the alien’s 
country of nationality or, in the case of an 
alien having no nationality, another part of 
the alien’s country of last habitual resi-
dence. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULES.— 
‘‘(i) PARTICULARLY SERIOUS CRIME; SERIOUS 

NONPOLITICAL CRIME OUTSIDE THE UNITED 
STATES.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(x), the Attorney General or Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in their discre-
tion, may determine that a conviction con-
stitutes a particularly serious crime based 
on— 

‘‘(aa) the nature of the conviction; 
‘‘(bb) the type of sentence imposed; or 
‘‘(cc) the circumstances and underlying 

facts of the conviction. 
‘‘(II) DETERMINATION.—In making a deter-

mination under subclause (I), the Attorney 
General or Secretary of Homeland Security 
may consider all reliable information and is 
not limited to facts found by the criminal 
court or provided in the underlying record of 
conviction. 

‘‘(III) TREATMENT OF FELONIES.—In making 
a determination under subclause (I), an alien 
who has been convicted of a felony (as de-
fined under this section) or an aggravated 
felony (as defined under section 101(a)(43)), 
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shall be considered to have been convicted of 
a particularly serious crime. 

‘‘(IV) INTERPOL RED NOTICE.—In making a 
determination under subparagraph (A)(xi), 
an Interpol Red Notice may constitute reli-
able evidence that the alien has committed a 
serious nonpolitical crime outside the 
United States. 

‘‘(ii) CRIMES AND EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(I) DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED OR IM-

PAIRED.—A finding under subparagraph 
(A)(vi) does not require the Attorney General 
or Secretary of Homeland Security to find 
the first conviction for driving while intoxi-
cated or impaired (including a conviction for 
driving while under the influence of or im-
paired by alcohol or drugs) as a predicate of-
fense. The Attorney General or Secretary of 
Homeland Security need only make a factual 
determination that the alien previously was 
convicted for driving while intoxicated or 
impaired as those terms are defined under 
the jurisdiction where the conviction oc-
curred (including a conviction for driving 
while under the influence of or impaired by 
alcohol or drugs). 

‘‘(II) STALKING AND OTHER CRIMES.—In 
making a determination under subparagraph 
(A)(viii), including determining the existence 
of a domestic relationship between the alien 
and the victim, the underlying conduct of 
the crime may be considered, and the Attor-
ney General or Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity is not limited to facts found by the 
criminal court or provided in the underlying 
record of conviction. 

‘‘(III) BATTERY OR EXTREME CRUELTY.—In 
making a determination under subparagraph 
(A)(ix), the phrase ‘battery or extreme cru-
elty’ includes— 

‘‘(aa) any act or threatened act of violence, 
including any forceful detention, which re-
sults or threatens to result in physical or 
mental injury; 

‘‘(bb) psychological or sexual abuse or ex-
ploitation, including rape, molestation, in-
cest, or forced prostitution, shall be consid-
ered acts of violence; and 

‘‘(cc) other abusive acts, including acts 
that, in and of themselves, may not initially 
appear violent, but that are a part of an 
overall pattern of violence. 

‘‘(IV) EXCEPTION FOR VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE.—An alien who was convicted of an 
offense described in clause (viii) or (ix) of 
subparagraph (A) is not ineligible for asylum 
on that basis if the alien satisfies the cri-
teria under section 237(a)(7)(A). 

‘‘(C) SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES.—Paragraph 
(1) shall not apply to an alien whose claim is 
based on— 

‘‘(i) personal animus or retribution, includ-
ing personal animus in which the alleged 
persecutor has not targeted, or manifested 
an animus against, other members of an al-
leged particular social group in addition to 
the member who has raised the claim at 
issue; 

‘‘(ii) the applicant’s generalized dis-
approval of, disagreement with, or opposi-
tion to criminal, terrorist, gang, guerilla, or 
other non-state organizations absent expres-
sive behavior in furtherance of a discrete 
cause against such organizations related to 
control of a State or expressive behavior 
that is antithetical to the State or a legal 
unit of the State; 

‘‘(iii) the applicant’s resistance to recruit-
ment or coercion by guerrilla, criminal, 
gang, terrorist, or other non-state organiza-
tions; 

‘‘(iv) the targeting of the applicant for 
criminal activity for financial gain based on 
wealth or affluence or perceptions of wealth 
or affluence; 

‘‘(v) the applicant’s criminal activity; or 
‘‘(vi) the applicant’s perceived, past or 

present, gang affiliation. 

‘‘(D) DEFINITIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 

paragraph: 
‘‘(I) FELONY.—The term ‘felony’ means— 
‘‘(aa) any crime defined as a felony by the 

relevant jurisdiction (Federal, State, tribal, 
or local) of conviction; or 

‘‘(bb) any crime punishable by more than 
one year of imprisonment. 

‘‘(II) MISDEMEANOR.—The term ‘mis-
demeanor’ means— 

‘‘(aa) any crime defined as a misdemeanor 
by the relevant jurisdiction (Federal, State, 
tribal, or local) of conviction; or 

‘‘(bb) any crime not punishable by more 
than one year of imprisonment. 

‘‘(ii) CLARIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(I) CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of this 

paragraph, whether any activity or convic-
tion also may constitute a basis for removal 
is immaterial to a determination of asylum 
eligibility. 

‘‘(II) ATTEMPT, CONSPIRACY, OR SOLICITA-
TION.—For purposes of this paragraph, all 
references to a criminal offense or criminal 
conviction shall be deemed to include any 
attempt, conspiracy, or solicitation to com-
mit the offense or any other inchoate form of 
the offense. 

‘‘(III) EFFECT OF CERTAIN ORDERS.— 
‘‘(aa) IN GENERAL.—No order vacating a 

conviction, modifying a sentence, clarifying 
a sentence, or otherwise altering a convic-
tion or sentence shall have any effect under 
this paragraph unless the Attorney General 
or Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(AA) the court issuing the order had juris-
diction and authority to do so; and 

‘‘(BB) the order was not entered for reha-
bilitative purposes or for purposes of amelio-
rating the immigration consequences of the 
conviction or sentence. 

‘‘(bb) AMELIORATING IMMIGRATION CON-
SEQUENCES.—For purposes of item (aa)(BB), 
the order shall be presumed to be for the pur-
pose of ameliorating immigration con-
sequences if— 

‘‘(AA) the order was entered after the initi-
ation of any proceeding to remove the alien 
from the United States; or 

‘‘(BB) the alien moved for the order more 
than one year after the date of the original 
order of conviction or sentencing, whichever 
is later. 

‘‘(cc) AUTHORITY OF IMMIGRATION JUDGE.— 
An immigration judge is not limited to con-
sideration only of material included in any 
order vacating a conviction, modifying a 
sentence, or clarifying a sentence to deter-
mine whether such order should be given any 
effect under this paragraph, but may con-
sider such additional information as the im-
migration judge determines appropriate. 

‘‘(E) ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the Attorney 
General may by regulation establish addi-
tional limitations and conditions, consistent 
with this section, under which an alien shall 
be ineligible for asylum under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(F) NO JUDICIAL REVIEW.—There shall be 
no judicial review of a determination of the 
Secretary of Homeland Security or the At-
torney General under subparagraph 
(A)(xiii).’’. 
SEC. 105. EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION. 

Paragraph (2) of section 208(d) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORIZATION PERMITTED.—An appli-

cant for asylum is not entitled to employ-
ment authorization, but such authorization 
may be provided under regulation by the 
Secretary of Homeland Security. An appli-
cant who is not otherwise eligible for em-
ployment authorization shall not be granted 

such authorization prior to the date that is 
180 days after the date of filing of the appli-
cation for asylum. 

‘‘(B) TERMINATION.—Each grant of employ-
ment authorization under subparagraph (A), 
and any renewal or extension thereof, shall 
be valid for a period of 6 months, except that 
such authorization, renewal, or extension 
shall terminate prior to the end of such 6 
month period as follows: 

‘‘(i) Immediately following the denial of an 
asylum application by an asylum officer, un-
less the case is referred to an immigration 
judge. 

‘‘(ii) 30 days after the date on which an im-
migration judge denies an asylum applica-
tion, unless the alien timely appeals to the 
Board of Immigration Appeals. 

‘‘(iii) Immediately following the denial by 
the Board of Immigration Appeals of an ap-
peal of a denial of an asylum application. 

‘‘(C) RENEWAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security may not grant, renew, or ex-
tend employment authorization to an alien if 
the alien was previously granted employ-
ment authorization under subparagraph (A), 
and the employment authorization was ter-
minated pursuant to a circumstance de-
scribed in subparagraph (B)(i), (ii), or (iii), 
unless a Federal court of appeals remands 
the alien’s case to the Board of Immigration 
Appeals. 

‘‘(D) INELIGIBILITY.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security may not grant employ-
ment authorization to an alien under this 
paragraph if the alien— 

‘‘(i) is ineligible for asylum under sub-
section (b)(2)(A); or 

‘‘(ii) entered or attempted to enter the 
United States at a place and time other than 
lawfully through a United States port of 
entry.’’. 
SEC. 106. ASYLUM FEES. 

Paragraph (3) of section 208(d) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) FEES.— 
‘‘(A) APPLICATION FEE.—A fee of not less 

than $50 for each application for asylum 
shall be imposed. Such fee shall not exceed 
the cost of adjudicating the application. 
Such fee shall not apply to an unaccom-
panied alien child who files an asylum appli-
cation in proceedings under section 240. 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION.—A fee 
may also be imposed for the consideration of 
an application for employment authorization 
under this section and for adjustment of sta-
tus under section 209(b). Such a fee shall not 
exceed the cost of adjudicating the applica-
tion. 

‘‘(C) PAYMENT.—Fees under this paragraph 
may be assessed and paid over a period of 
time or by installments. 

‘‘(D) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to limit 
the authority of the Attorney General or 
Secretary of Homeland Security to set adju-
dication and naturalization fees in accord-
ance with section 286(m).’’. 
SEC. 107. RULES FOR DETERMINING ASYLUM ELI-

GIBILITY. 
Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) RULES FOR DETERMINING ASYLUM ELIGI-
BILITY.—In making a determination under 
subsection (b)(1)(A) with respect to whether 
an alien is a refugee within the meaning of 
section 101(a)(42)(A), the following shall 
apply: 

‘‘(1) PARTICULAR SOCIAL GROUP.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the Attorney 
General shall not determine that an alien is 
a member of a particular social group unless 
the alien articulates on the record, or pro-
vides a basis on the record for determining, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:59 Sep 30, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00023 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29SE7.015 H29SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4882 September 29, 2023 
the definition and boundaries of the alleged 
particular social group, establishes that the 
particular social group exists independently 
from the alleged persecution, and establishes 
that the alien’s claim of membership in a 
particular social group does not involve— 

‘‘(A) past or present criminal activity or 
association (including gang membership); 

‘‘(B) presence in a country with generalized 
violence or a high crime rate; 

‘‘(C) being the subject of a recruitment ef-
fort by criminal, terrorist, or persecutory 
groups; 

‘‘(D) the targeting of the applicant for 
criminal activity for financial gain based on 
perceptions of wealth or affluence; 

‘‘(E) interpersonal disputes of which gov-
ernmental authorities in the relevant soci-
ety or region were unaware or uninvolved; 

‘‘(F) private criminal acts of which govern-
mental authorities in the relevant society or 
region were unaware or uninvolved; 

‘‘(G) past or present terrorist activity or 
association; 

‘‘(H) past or present persecutory activity 
or association; or 

‘‘(I) status as an alien returning from the 
United States. 

‘‘(2) POLITICAL OPINION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
may not determine that an alien holds a po-
litical opinion with respect to which the 
alien is subject to persecution if the political 
opinion is constituted solely by generalized 
disapproval of, disagreement with, or opposi-
tion to criminal, terrorist, gang, guerilla, or 
other non-state organizations and does not 
include expressive behavior in furtherance of 
a cause against such organizations related to 
efforts by the State to control such organiza-
tions or behavior that is antithetical to or 
otherwise opposes the ruling legal entity of 
the State or a unit thereof. 

‘‘(3) PERSECUTION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
may not determine that an alien has been 
subject to persecution or has a well-founded 
fear of persecution based only on— 

‘‘(A) the existence of laws or government 
policies that are unenforced or infrequently 
enforced, unless there is credible evidence 
that such a law or policy has been or would 
be applied to the applicant personally; or 

‘‘(B) the conduct of rogue foreign govern-
ment officials acting outside the scope of 
their official capacity. 

‘‘(4) DISCRETIONARY DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(A) ADVERSE DISCRETIONARY FACTORS.— 

The Secretary of Homeland Security or the 
Attorney General may only grant asylum to 
an alien if the alien establishes that he or 
she warrants a favorable exercise of discre-
tion. In making such a determination, the 
Attorney General or Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall consider, if applicable, an 
alien’s use of fraudulent documents to enter 
the United States, unless the alien arrived in 
the United States by air, sea, or land di-
rectly from the applicant’s home country 
without transiting through any other coun-
try. 

‘‘(B) FAVORABLE EXERCISE OF DISCRETION 
NOT PERMITTED.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (C), the Attorney General or Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall not favor-
ably exercise discretion under this section 
for any alien who— 

‘‘(i) has accrued more than one year of un-
lawful presence in the United States, as de-
fined in sections 212(a)(9)(B)(ii) and (iii), 
prior to filing an application for asylum; 

‘‘(ii) at the time the asylum application is 
filed with the immigration court or is re-
ferred from the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, has— 

‘‘(I) failed to timely file (or timely file a 
request for an extension of time to file) any 

required Federal, State, or local income tax 
returns; 

‘‘(II) failed to satisfy any outstanding Fed-
eral, State, or local tax obligations; or 

‘‘(III) income that would result in tax li-
ability under section 1 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and that was not reported 
to the Internal Revenue Service; 

‘‘(iii) has had two or more prior asylum ap-
plications denied for any reason; 

‘‘(iv) has withdrawn a prior asylum appli-
cation with prejudice or been found to have 
abandoned a prior asylum application; 

‘‘(v) failed to attend an interview regarding 
his or her asylum application with the De-
partment of Homeland Security, unless the 
alien shows by a preponderance of the evi-
dence that— 

‘‘(I) exceptional circumstances prevented 
the alien from attending the interview; or 

‘‘(II) the interview notice was not mailed 
to the last address provided by the alien or 
the alien’s representative and neither the 
alien nor the alien’s representative received 
notice of the interview; or 

‘‘(vi) was subject to a final order of re-
moval, deportation, or exclusion and did not 
file a motion to reopen to seek asylum based 
on changed country conditions within one 
year of the change in country conditions. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTIONS.—If one or more of the ad-
verse discretionary factors set forth in sub-
paragraph (B) are present, the Attorney Gen-
eral or the Secretary, may, notwithstanding 
such subparagraph (B), favorably exercise 
discretion under section 208— 

‘‘(i) in extraordinary circumstances, such 
as those involving national security or for-
eign policy considerations; or 

‘‘(ii) if the alien, by clear and convincing 
evidence, demonstrates that the denial of the 
application for asylum would result in excep-
tional and extremely unusual hardship to 
the alien. 

‘‘(5) LIMITATION.—If the Secretary or the 
Attorney General determines that an alien 
fails to satisfy the requirement under para-
graph (1), the alien may not be granted asy-
lum based on membership in a particular so-
cial group, and may not appeal the deter-
mination of the Secretary or Attorney Gen-
eral, as applicable. A determination under 
this paragraph shall not serve as the basis 
for any motion to reopen or reconsider an 
application for asylum or withholding of re-
moval for any reason, including a claim of 
ineffective assistance of counsel, unless the 
alien complies with the procedural require-
ments for such a motion and demonstrates 
that counsel’s failure to define, or provide a 
basis for defining, a formulation of a par-
ticular social group was both not a strategic 
choice and constituted egregious conduct. 

‘‘(6) STEREOTYPES.—Evidence offered in 
support of an application for asylum that 
promotes cultural stereotypes about a coun-
try, its inhabitants, or an alleged persecutor, 
including stereotypes based on race, religion, 
nationality, or gender, shall not be admis-
sible in adjudicating that application, except 
that evidence that an alleged persecutor 
holds stereotypical views of the applicant 
shall be admissible. 

‘‘(7) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(A) The term ‘membership in a particular 

social group’ means membership in a group 
that is— 

‘‘(i) composed of members who share a 
common immutable characteristic; 

‘‘(ii) defined with particularity; and 
‘‘(iii) socially distinct within the society in 

question. 
‘‘(B) The term ‘political opinion’ means an 

ideal or conviction in support of the further-
ance of a discrete cause related to political 
control of a state or a unit thereof. 

‘‘(C) The term ‘persecution’ means the in-
fliction of a severe level of harm consti-

tuting an exigent threat by the government 
of a country or by persons or an organization 
that the government was unable or unwilling 
to control. Such term does not include— 

‘‘(i) generalized harm or violence that 
arises out of civil, criminal, or military 
strife in a country; 

‘‘(ii) all treatment that the United States 
regards as unfair, offensive, unjust, unlawful, 
or unconstitutional; 

‘‘(iii) intermittent harassment, including 
brief detentions; 

‘‘(iv) threats with no actual effort to carry 
out the threats, except that particularized 
threats of severe harm of an immediate and 
menacing nature made by an identified enti-
ty may constitute persecution; or 

‘‘(v) non-severe economic harm or property 
damage.’’. 

SEC. 108. FIRM RESETTLEMENT. 

Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158), as amended by this 
title, is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(g) FIRM RESETTLEMENT.—In determining 
whether an alien was firmly resettled in an-
other country prior to arriving in the United 
States under subsection (b)(2)(A)(xiv), the 
following shall apply: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien shall be consid-
ered to have firmly resettled in another 
country if, after the events giving rise to the 
alien’s asylum claim— 

‘‘(A) the alien resided in a country through 
which the alien transited prior to arriving in 
or entering the United States and— 

‘‘(i) received or was eligible for any perma-
nent legal immigration status in that coun-
try; 

‘‘(ii) resided in such a country with any 
non-permanent but indefinitely renewable 
legal immigration status (including asylee, 
refugee, or similar status, but excluding sta-
tus of a tourist); or 

‘‘(iii) resided in such a country and could 
have applied for and obtained an immigra-
tion status described in clause (ii); 

‘‘(B) the alien physically resided volun-
tarily, and without continuing to suffer per-
secution or torture, in any one country for 
one year or more after departing his country 
of nationality or last habitual residence and 
prior to arrival in or entry into the United 
States, except for any time spent in Mexico 
by an alien who is not a native or citizen of 
Mexico solely as a direct result of being re-
turned to Mexico pursuant to section 
235(b)(3) or of being subject to metering; or 

‘‘(C) the alien is a citizen of a country 
other than the country in which the alien al-
leges a fear of persecution, or was a citizen 
of such a country in the case of an alien who 
renounces such citizenship, and the alien was 
present in that country after departing his 
country of nationality or last habitual resi-
dence and prior to arrival in or entry into 
the United States. 

‘‘(2) BURDEN OF PROOF.—If an immigration 
judge determines that an alien has firmly re-
settled in another country under paragraph 
(1), the alien shall bear the burden of proving 
the bar does not apply. 

‘‘(3) FIRM RESETTLEMENT OF PARENT.—An 
alien shall be presumed to have been firmly 
resettled in another country if the alien’s 
parent was firmly resettled in another coun-
try, the parent’s resettlement occurred be-
fore the alien turned 18 years of age, and the 
alien resided with such parent at the time of 
the firm resettlement, unless the alien estab-
lishes that he or she could not have derived 
any permanent legal immigration status or 
any non-permanent but indefinitely renew-
able legal immigration status (including asy-
lum, refugee, or similar status, but excluding 
status of a tourist) from the alien’s parent.’’. 
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SEC. 109. NOTICE CONCERNING FRIVOLOUS ASY-

LUM APPLICATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 208(d)(4) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158(d)(4)) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by inserting ‘‘the Secretary of Homeland 
Security or’’ before ‘‘the Attorney General’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and of 
the consequences, under paragraph (6), of 
knowingly filing a frivolous application for 
asylum; and’’ and inserting a semicolon; 

(3) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) ensure that a written warning appears 

on the asylum application advising the alien 
of the consequences of filing a frivolous ap-
plication and serving as notice to the alien 
of the consequence of filing a frivolous appli-
cation.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
208(d)(6) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)(6)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘If the’’ and all that follows and insert-
ing: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
determines that an alien has knowingly 
made a frivolous application for asylum and 
the alien has received the notice under para-
graph (4)(C), the alien shall be permanently 
ineligible for any benefits under this chap-
ter, effective as the date of the final deter-
mination of such an application. 

‘‘(B) CRITERIA.—An application is frivolous 
if the Secretary of Homeland Security or the 
Attorney General determines, consistent 
with subparagraph (C), that— 

‘‘(i) it is so insufficient in substance that it 
is clear that the applicant knowingly filed 
the application solely or in part to delay re-
moval from the United States, to seek em-
ployment authorization as an applicant for 
asylum pursuant to regulations issued pursu-
ant to paragraph (2), or to seek issuance of a 
Notice to Appear in order to pursue Can-
cellation of Removal under section 240A(b); 
or 

‘‘(ii) any of the material elements are 
knowingly fabricated. 

‘‘(C) SUFFICIENT OPPORTUNITY TO CLARIFY.— 
In determining that an application is frivo-
lous, the Secretary or the Attorney General, 
must be satisfied that the applicant, during 
the course of the proceedings, has had suffi-
cient opportunity to clarify any discrep-
ancies or implausible aspects of the claim. 

‘‘(D) WITHHOLDING OF REMOVAL NOT PRE-
CLUDED.—For purposes of this section, a find-
ing that an alien filed a frivolous asylum ap-
plication shall not preclude the alien from 
seeking withholding of removal under sec-
tion 241(b)(3) or protection pursuant to the 
Convention Against Torture.’’. 
SEC. 110. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS. 

Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)(D), by inserting ‘‘Sec-

retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Attorney 

General’’ each place such term appears and 
inserting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’ each place such term 
appears; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Attor-

ney General’’ and inserting ‘‘Secretary of 
Homeland Security’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’. 
SEC. 111. REQUIREMENT FOR PROCEDURES RE-

LATING TO CERTAIN ASYLUM APPLI-
CATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Attorney General shall establish proce-
dures to expedite the adjudication of asylum 
applications for aliens— 

(1) who are subject to removal proceedings 
under section 240 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1229a); and 

(2) who are nationals of a Western Hemi-
sphere country sanctioned by the United 
States, as described in subsection (b), as of 
January 1, 2023. 

(b) WESTERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRY SANC-
TIONED BY THE UNITED STATES DESCRIBED.— 
Subsection (a) shall apply only to an asylum 
application filed by an alien who is a na-
tional of a Western Hemisphere country sub-
ject to sanctions pursuant to— 

(1) the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Soli-
darity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (22 U.S.C. 
6021 note); 

(2) the Reinforcing Nicaragua’s Adherence 
to Conditions for Electoral Reform Act of 
2021 or the RENACER Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note); or 

(3) Executive Order 13692 (80 Fed. Reg. 
12747; declaring a national emergency with 
respect to the situation in Venezuela). 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall only 
apply to an alien who files an application for 
asylum after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 
TITLE II—BORDER SAFETY AND MIGRANT 

PROTECTION 
SEC. 201. INSPECTION OF APPLICANTS FOR AD-

MISSION. 
Section 235 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1225) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in clauses (i) and (ii), by striking ‘‘sec-

tion 212(a)(6)(C)’’ inserting ‘‘subparagraph 
(A) or (C) of section 212(a)(6)’’; and 

(II) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) INELIGIBILITY FOR PAROLE.—An alien 

described in clause (i) or (ii) shall not be eli-
gible for parole except as expressly author-
ized pursuant to section 212(d)(5), or for pa-
role or release pursuant to section 236(a).’’; 
and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘asylum.’’ and 

inserting ‘‘asylum and shall not be released 
(including pursuant to parole or release pur-
suant to section 236(a) but excluding as ex-
pressly authorized pursuant to section 
212(d)(5)) other than to be removed or re-
turned to a country as described in para-
graph (3).’’; and 

(II) in clause (iii)(IV)— 
(aa) in the header by striking ‘‘DETENTION’’ 

and inserting ‘‘DETENTION, RETURN, OR RE-
MOVAL’’; and 

(bb) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The alien shall not be released (including 
pursuant to parole or release pursuant to 
section 236(a) but excluding as expressly au-
thorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) other 
than to be removed or returned to a country 
as described in paragraph (3).’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 

(I) by striking ‘‘Subject to subparagraphs 
(B) and (C),’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to sub-
paragraph (B) and paragraph (3),’’; and 

(II) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The alien shall not be released (including 
pursuant to parole or release pursuant to 
section 236(a) but excluding as expressly au-
thorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) other 
than to be removed or returned to a country 
as described in paragraph (3).’’; and 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (C); 
(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (5); and 
(D) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(3) RETURN TO FOREIGN TERRITORY CONTIG-

UOUS TO THE UNITED STATES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security may return to a foreign terri-
tory contiguous to the United States any 
alien arriving on land from that territory 
(whether or not at a designated port of 
entry) pending a proceeding under section 
240 or review of a determination under sub-
section (b)(1)(B)(iii)(III). 

‘‘(B) MANDATORY RETURN.—If at any time 
the Secretary of Homeland Security can-
not— 

‘‘(i) comply with its obligations to detain 
an alien as required under clauses (ii) and 
(iii)(IV) of subsection (b)(1)(B) and sub-
section (b)(2)(A); or 

‘‘(ii) remove an alien to a country de-
scribed in section 208(a)(2)(A), 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall, 
without exception, including pursuant to pa-
role or release pursuant to section 236(a) but 
excluding as expressly authorized pursuant 
to section 212(d)(5), return to a foreign terri-
tory contiguous to the United States any 
alien arriving on land from that territory 
(whether or not at a designated port of 
entry) pending a proceeding under section 
240 or review of a determination under sub-
section (b)(1)(B)(iii)(III). 

‘‘(4) ENFORCEMENT BY STATE ATTORNEYS 
GENERAL.—The attorney general of a State, 
or other authorized State officer, alleging a 
violation of the detention, return, or re-
moval requirements under paragraph (1), (2), 
or (3) that affects such State or its residents, 
may bring an action against the Secretary of 
Homeland Security on behalf of the residents 
of the State in an appropriate United States 
district court to obtain appropriate injunc-
tive relief.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) AUTHORITY TO PROHIBIT INTRODUCTION 

OF CERTAIN ALIENS.—If the Secretary of 
Homeland Security determines, in his discre-
tion, that the prohibition of the introduction 
of aliens who are inadmissible under sub-
paragraph (A) or (C) of section 212(a)(6) or 
under section 212(a)(7) at an international 
land or maritime border of the United States 
is necessary to achieve operational control 
(as defined in section 2 of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (8 U.S.C. 1701 note)) of such bor-
der, the Secretary may prohibit, in whole or 
in part, the introduction of such aliens at 
such border for such period of time as the 
Secretary determines is necessary for such 
purpose.’’. 
SEC. 202. OPERATIONAL DETENTION FACILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 
30, 2023, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall take all necessary actions to reopen or 
restore all U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement detention facilities that were 
in operation on January 20, 2021, that subse-
quently closed or with respect to which the 
use was altered, reduced, or discontinued 
after January 20, 2021. In carrying out the re-
quirement under this subsection, the Sec-
retary may use the authority under section 
103(a)(11) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1103(a)(11)). 
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(b) SPECIFIC FACILITIES.—The requirement 

under subsection (a) shall include at a min-
imum, reopening, or restoring, the following 
facilities: 

(1) Irwin County Detention Center in Geor-
gia. 

(2) C. Carlos Carreiro Immigration Deten-
tion Center in Bristol County, Massachu-
setts. 

(3) Etowah County Detention Center in 
Gadsden, Alabama. 

(4) Glades County Detention Center in 
Moore Haven, Florida. 

(5) South Texas Family Residential Center. 
(c) EXCEPTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraphs (2) and (3), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security is authorized to obtain 
equivalent capacity for detention facilities 
at locations other than those listed in sub-
section (b). 

(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not 
take action under paragraph (1) unless the 
capacity obtained would result in a reduc-
tion of time and cost relative to the cost and 
time otherwise required to obtain such ca-
pacity. 

(3) SOUTH TEXAS FAMILY RESIDENTIAL CEN-
TER.—The exception under paragraph (1) 
shall not apply to the South Texas Family 
Residential Center. The Secretary shall take 
all necessary steps to modify and operate the 
South Texas Family Residential Center in 
the same manner and capability it was oper-
ating on January 20, 2021. 

(d) PERIODIC REPORT.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and every 90 days thereafter until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a detailed plan for 
and a status report on— 

(1) compliance with the deadline under 
subsection (a); 

(2) the increase in detention capabilities 
required by this section— 

(A) for the 90-day period immediately pre-
ceding the date such report is submitted; and 

(B) for the period beginning on the first 
day of the fiscal year during which the re-
port is submitted, and ending on the date 
such report is submitted; 

(3) the number of detention beds that were 
used and the number of available detention 
beds that were not used during— 

(A) the 90-day period immediately pre-
ceding the date such report is submitted; and 

(B) the period beginning on the first day of 
the fiscal year during which the report is 
submitted, and ending on the date such re-
port is submitted; 

(4) the number of aliens released due to a 
lack of available detention beds; and 

(5) the resources the Department of Home-
land Security needs in order to comply with 
the requirements under this section. 

(e) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall notify Congress, and in-
clude with such notification a detailed de-
scription of the resources the Department of 
Homeland Security needs in order to detain 
all aliens whose detention is mandatory or 
nondiscretionary under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.)— 

(1) not later than 5 days after all U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement deten-
tion facilities reach 90 percent of capacity; 

(2) not later than 5 days after all U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement deten-
tion facilities reach 95 percent of capacity; 
and 

(3) not later than 5 days after all U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement deten-
tion facilities reach full capacity. 

(f) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives; 

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; 

(3) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; and 

(4) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate. 
TITLE III—PREVENTING UNCONTROLLED 

MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 

SEC. 301. UNITED STATES POLICY REGARDING 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE COOPERA-
TION ON IMMIGRATION AND ASY-
LUM. 

It is the policy of the United States to 
enter into agreements, accords, and memo-
randa of understanding with countries in the 
Western Hemisphere, the purposes of which 
are to advance the interests of the United 
States by reducing costs associated with ille-
gal immigration and to protect the human 
capital, societal traditions, and economic 
growth of other countries in the Western 
Hemisphere. It is further the policy of the 
United States to ensure that humanitarian 
and development assistance funding aimed 
at reducing illegal immigration is not ex-
pended on programs that have not proven to 
reduce illegal immigrant flows in the aggre-
gate. 
SEC. 302. NEGOTIATIONS BY SECRETARY OF 

STATE. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE.—The 

Secretary of State shall seek to negotiate 
agreements, accords, and memoranda of un-
derstanding between the United States, Mex-
ico, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
other countries in the Western Hemisphere 
with respect to cooperation and burden shar-
ing required for effective regional immigra-
tion enforcement, expediting legal claims by 
aliens for asylum, and the processing, deten-
tion, and repatriation of foreign nationals 
seeking to enter the United States unlaw-
fully. Such agreements shall be designed to 
facilitate a regional approach to immigra-
tion enforcement and shall, at a minimum, 
provide that— 

(1) the Government of Mexico authorize 
and accept the rapid entrance into Mexico of 
nationals of countries other than Mexico 
who seek asylum in Mexico, and process the 
asylum claims of such nationals inside Mex-
ico, in accordance with both domestic law 
and international treaties and conventions 
governing the processing of asylum claims; 

(2) the Government of Mexico authorize 
and accept both the rapid entrance into Mex-
ico of all nationals of countries other than 
Mexico who are ineligible for asylum in Mex-
ico and wish to apply for asylum in the 
United States, whether or not at a port of 
entry, and the continued presence of such 
nationals in Mexico while they wait for the 
adjudication of their asylum claims to con-
clude in the United States; 

(3) the Government of Mexico commit to 
provide the individuals described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) with appropriate humani-
tarian protections; 

(4) the Government of Honduras, the Gov-
ernment of El Salvador, and the Government 
of Guatemala each authorize and accept the 
entrance into the respective countries of na-
tionals of other countries seeking asylum in 
the applicable such country and process such 
claims in accordance with applicable domes-
tic law and international treaties and con-
ventions governing the processing of asylum 
claims; 

(5) the Government of the United States 
commit to work to accelerate the adjudica-
tion of asylum claims and to conclude re-
moval proceedings in the wake of asylum ad-
judications as expeditiously as possible; 

(6) the Government of the United States 
commit to continue to assist the govern-

ments of countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere, such as the Government of Honduras, 
the Government of El Salvador, and the Gov-
ernment of Guatemala, by supporting the en-
hancement of asylum capacity in those coun-
tries; and 

(7) the Government of the United States 
commit to monitoring developments in hem-
ispheric immigration trends and regional 
asylum capabilities to determine whether 
additional asylum cooperation agreements 
are warranted. 

(b) NOTIFICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CASE-ZABLOCKI ACT.—The Secretary of State 
shall, in accordance with section 112b of title 
1, United States Code, promptly inform the 
relevant congressional committees of each 
agreement entered into pursuant to sub-
section (a). Such notifications shall be sub-
mitted not later than 48 hours after such 
agreements are signed. 

(c) ALIEN DEFINED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘alien’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 101 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 
SEC. 303. MANDATORY BRIEFINGS ON UNITED 

STATES EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THE 
BORDER CRISIS. 

(a) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and not less frequently than once every 
90 days thereafter until the date described in 
subsection (b), the Secretary of State, or the 
designee of the Secretary of State, shall pro-
vide to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees an in-person briefing on efforts un-
dertaken pursuant to the negotiation au-
thority provided by section 302 of this title 
to monitor, deter, and prevent illegal immi-
gration to the United States, including by 
entering into agreements, accords, and 
memoranda of understanding with foreign 
countries and by using United States foreign 
assistance to stem the root causes of migra-
tion in the Western Hemisphere. 

(b) TERMINATION OF MANDATORY BRIEF-
ING.—The date described in this subsection is 
the date on which the Secretary of State, in 
consultation with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies, de-
termines and certifies to the appropriate 
congressional committees that illegal immi-
gration flows have subsided to a manageable 
rate. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 

TITLE IV—ENSURING UNITED FAMILIES 
AT THE BORDER 

SEC. 401. CLARIFICATION OF STANDARDS FOR 
FAMILY DETENTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 235 of the Wil-
liam Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 
1232) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(j) CONSTRUCTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, judicial determina-
tion, consent decree, or settlement agree-
ment, the detention of any alien child who is 
not an unaccompanied alien child shall be 
governed by sections 217, 235, 236, and 241 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1187, 1225, 1226, and 1231). There is no 
presumption that an alien child who is not 
an unaccompanied alien child should not be 
detained. 

‘‘(2) FAMILY DETENTION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall— 

‘‘(A) maintain the care and custody of an 
alien, during the period during which the 
charges described in clause (i) are pending, 
who— 
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‘‘(i) is charged only with a misdemeanor of-

fense under section 275(a) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1325(a)); and 

‘‘(ii) entered the United States with the 
alien’s child who has not attained 18 years of 
age; and 

‘‘(B) detain the alien with the alien’s 
child.’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the amendments in this sec-
tion to section 235 of the William Wilberforce 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1232) are intended to 
satisfy the requirements of the Settlement 
Agreement in Flores v. Meese, No. 85–4544 
(C.D. Cal), as approved by the court on Janu-
ary 28, 1997, with respect to its interpreta-
tion in Flores v. Johnson, 212 F. Supp. 3d 864 
(C.D. Cal. 2015), that the agreement applies 
to accompanied minors. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
the date of the enactment of this Act and 
shall apply to all actions that occur before, 
on, or after such date. 

(d) PREEMPTION OF STATE LICENSING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, judicial determination, con-
sent decree, or settlement agreement, no 
State may require that an immigration de-
tention facility used to detain children who 
have not attained 18 years of age, or families 
consisting of one or more of such children 
and the parents or legal guardians of such 
children, that is located in that State, be li-
censed by the State or any political subdivi-
sion thereof. 

TITLE V—PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 
SEC. 501. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Implementation of the provisions of the 

Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008 that govern unaccompanied 
alien children has incentivized multiple 
surges of unaccompanied alien children ar-
riving at the southwest border in the years 
since the bill’s enactment. 

(2) The provisions of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 
that govern unaccompanied alien children 
treat unaccompanied alien children from 
countries that are contiguous to the United 
States disparately by swiftly returning them 
to their home country absent indications of 
trafficking or a credible fear of return, but 
allowing for the release of unaccompanied 
alien children from noncontiguous countries 
into the interior of the United States, often 
to those individuals who paid to smuggle 
them into the country in the first place. 

(3) The provisions of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 
governing unaccompanied alien children 
have enriched the cartels, who profit hun-
dreds of millions of dollars each year by 
smuggling unaccompanied alien children to 
the southwest border, exploiting and sexu-
ally abusing many such unaccompanied alien 
children on the perilous journey. 

(4) Prior to 2008, the number of unaccom-
panied alien children encountered at the 
southwest border never exceeded 1,000 in a 
single year. 

(5) The United States is currently in the 
midst of the worst crisis of unaccompanied 
alien children in our nation’s history, with 
over 350,000 such unaccompanied alien chil-
dren encountered at the southwest border 
since Joe Biden became President. 

(6) In 2022, during the Biden Administra-
tion, 152,057 unaccompanied alien children 
were encountered, the most ever in a single 
year and an over 400 percent increase com-
pared to the last full fiscal year of the 
Trump Administration in which 33,239 unac-
companied alien children were encountered. 

(7) The Biden Administration has lost con-
tact with at least 85,000 unaccompanied alien 

children who entered the United States since 
Joe Biden took office. 

(8) The Biden Administration dismantled 
effective safeguards put in place by the 
Trump Administration that protected unac-
companied alien children from being abused 
by criminals or exploited for illegal and dan-
gerous child labor. 

(9) A recent New York Times investigation 
found that unaccompanied alien children are 
being exploited in the labor market and ‘‘are 
ending up in some of the most punishing jobs 
in the country.’’. 

(10) The Times investigation found unac-
companied alien children, ‘‘under intense 
pressure to earn money’’ in order to ‘‘send 
cash back to their families while often being 
in debt to their sponsors for smuggling fees, 
rent, and living expenses,’’ feared ‘‘that they 
had become trapped in circumstances they 
never could have imagined.’’. 

(11) The Biden Administration’s Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Xavier Becerra compared placing un-
accompanied alien children with sponsors, to 
widgets in an assembly line, stating that, ‘‘If 
Henry Ford had seen this in his plant, he 
would have never become famous and rich. 
This is not the way you do an assembly 
line.’’. 

(12) Department of Health and Human 
Services employees working under Secretary 
Xavier Becerra’s leadership penned a July 
2021 memorandum expressing serious concern 
that ‘‘labor trafficking was increasing’’ and 
that the agency had become ‘‘one that re-
wards individuals for making quick releases, 
and not one that rewards individuals for pre-
venting unsafe releases.’’. 

(13) Despite this, Secretary Xavier Becerra 
pressured then-Director of the Office of Ref-
ugee Resettlement Cindy Huang to prioritize 
releases of unaccompanied alien children 
over ensuring their safety, telling her ‘‘if she 
could not increase the number of discharges 
he would find someone who could’’ and then- 
Director Huang resigned one month later. 

(14) In June 2014, the Obama-Biden Admin-
istration requested legal authority to exer-
cise discretion in returning and removing 
unaccompanied alien children from non-con-
tiguous countries back to their home coun-
tries. 

(15) In August 2014, the House of Represent-
atives passed H.R. 5320, which included the 
Protection of Children Act. 

(16) This title ends the disparate policies of 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Reau-
thorization Act of 2008 by ensuring the swift 
return of all unaccompanied alien children 
to their country of origin if they are not vic-
tims of trafficking and do not have a fear of 
return. 
SEC. 502. REPATRIATION OF UNACCOMPANIED 

ALIEN CHILDREN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 235 of the Wil-

liam Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 
1232) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by amending the heading to read as fol-

lows: ‘‘RULES FOR UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHIL-
DREN.—’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘who is a national or habitual resi-
dent of a country that is contiguous with the 
United States’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(III) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a period; and 

(IV) by striking clause (iii); and 
(iii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘(8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) may—’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.)—’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by inserting before ‘‘per-
mit such child to withdraw’’ the following: 
‘‘may’’; and 

(III) in clause (ii), by inserting before ‘‘re-
turn such child’’ the following: ‘‘shall’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)(D)— 
(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘, except for an unaccompanied 
alien child from a contiguous country sub-
ject to exceptions under subsection (a)(2),’’ 
and inserting ‘‘who does not meet the cri-
teria listed in paragraph (2)(A)’’; and 

(ii) in clause (i), by inserting before the 
semicolon at the end the following: ‘‘, which 
shall include a hearing before an immigra-
tion judge not later than 14 days after being 
screened under paragraph (4)’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting before 

the semicolon the following: ‘‘believed not to 
meet the criteria listed in subsection 
(a)(2)(A)’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting before 
the period the following: ‘‘and does not meet 
the criteria listed in subsection (a)(2)(A)’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘an unac-
companied alien child in custody shall’’ and 
all that follows, and inserting the following: 
‘‘an unaccompanied alien child in custody— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a child who does not 
meet the criteria listed in subsection 
(a)(2)(A), shall transfer the custody of such 
child to the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services not later than 30 days after deter-
mining that such child is an unaccompanied 
alien child who does not meet such criteria; 
or 

‘‘(B) in the case of a child who meets the 
criteria listed in subsection (a)(2)(A), may 
transfer the custody of such child to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services after 
determining that such child is an unaccom-
panied alien child who meets such criteria.’’; 
and 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by inserting at the 

end the following: 
‘‘(D) INFORMATION ABOUT INDIVIDUALS WITH 

WHOM CHILDREN ARE PLACED.— 
‘‘(i) INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED TO HOME-

LAND SECURITY.—Before placing a child with 
an individual, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall provide to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, regarding the 
individual with whom the child will be 
placed, information on— 

‘‘(I) the name of the individual; 
‘‘(II) the social security number of the in-

dividual; 
‘‘(III) the date of birth of the individual; 
‘‘(IV) the location of the individual’s resi-

dence where the child will be placed; 
‘‘(V) the immigration status of the indi-

vidual, if known; and 
‘‘(VI) contact information for the indi-

vidual. 
‘‘(ii) ACTIVITIES OF THE SECRETARY OF 

HOMELAND SECURITY.—Not later than 30 days 
after receiving the information listed in 
clause (i), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, upon determining that an individual 
with whom a child is placed is unlawfully 
present in the United States and not in re-
moval proceedings pursuant to chapter 4 of 
title II of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1221 et seq.), shall initiate such 
removal proceedings.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) by inserting after ‘‘to the greatest ex-

tent practicable’’ the following: ‘‘(at no ex-
pense to the Government)’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘have counsel to represent 
them’’ and inserting ‘‘have access to counsel 
to represent them’’. 
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(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by this section shall apply to any un-
accompanied alien child (as such term is de-
fined in section 462(g) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279(g))) apprehended 
on or after the date that is 30 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 503. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT JUVENILE STATUS 

FOR IMMIGRANTS UNABLE TO RE-
UNITE WITH EITHER PARENT. 

Section 101(a)(27)(J) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(J)) 
is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘, and whose 
reunification with 1 or both of the immi-
grant’s parents is not viable due to abuse, 
neglect, abandonment, or a similar basis 
found under State law’’; and 

(2) in clause (iii)— 
(A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in subclause (II), by inserting ‘‘and’’ 

after the semicolon; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(III) an alien may not be granted special 

immigrant status under this subparagraph if 
the alien’s reunification with any one parent 
or legal guardian is not precluded by abuse, 
neglect, abandonment, or any similar cause 
under State law;’’. 
SEC. 504. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this title shall be construed to 
limit the following procedures or practices 
relating to an unaccompanied alien child (as 
defined in section 462(g)(2) of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279(g)(2))): 

(1) Screening of such a child for a credible 
fear of return to his or her country of origin. 

(2) Screening of such a child to determine 
whether he or she was a victim of traf-
ficking. 

(3) Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices policy in effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act requiring a home study for 
such a child if he or she is under 12 years of 
age. 

TITLE VI—VISA OVERSTAYS PENALTIES 
SEC. 601. EXPANDED PENALTIES FOR ILLEGAL 

ENTRY OR PRESENCE. 
Section 275 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1325) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a) by inserting after ‘‘for 

a subsequent commission of any such of-
fense’’ the following: ‘‘or if the alien was pre-
viously convicted of an offense under sub-
section (e)(2)(A)’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘at least 

$50 and not more than $250’’ and inserting 
‘‘not less than $500 and not more than 
$1,000’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting after ‘‘in 
the case of an alien who has been previously 
subject to a civil penalty under this sub-
section’’ the following: ‘‘or subsection 
(e)(2)(B)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) VISA OVERSTAYS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien who was admit-

ted as a nonimmigrant has violated this 
paragraph if the alien, for an aggregate of 10 
days or more, has failed— 

‘‘(A) to maintain the nonimmigrant status 
in which the alien was admitted, or to which 
it was changed under section 248, including 
complying with the period of stay authorized 
by the Secretary of Homeland Security in 
connection with such status; or 

‘‘(B) to comply otherwise with the condi-
tions of such nonimmigrant status. 

‘‘(2) PENALTIES.—An alien who has violated 
paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) shall— 
‘‘(i) for the first commission of such a vio-

lation, be fined under title 18, United States 
Code, or imprisoned not more than 6 months, 
or both; and 

‘‘(ii) for a subsequent commission of such a 
violation, or if the alien was previously con-
victed of an offense under subsection (a), be 
fined under such title 18, or imprisoned not 
more than 2 years, or both; and 

‘‘(B) in addition to, and not in lieu of, any 
penalty under subparagraph (A) and any 
other criminal or civil penalties that may be 
imposed, shall be subject to a civil penalty 
of— 

‘‘(i) not less than $500 and not more than 
$1,000 for each violation; or 

‘‘(ii) twice the amount specified in clause 
(i), in the case of an alien who has been pre-
viously subject to a civil penalty under this 
subparagraph or subsection (b).’’. 

TITLE VII—IMMIGRATION PAROLE 
REFORM 

SEC. 701. IMMIGRATION PAROLE REFORM. 
Section 212(d)(5) of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(5)(A) Except as provided in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C) and section 214(f), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in the discre-
tion of the Secretary, may temporarily pa-
role into the United States any alien apply-
ing for admission to the United States who is 
not present in the United States, under such 
conditions as the Secretary may prescribe, 
on a case-by-case basis, and not according to 
eligibility criteria describing an entire class 
of potential parole recipients, for urgent hu-
manitarian reasons or significant public ben-
efit. Parole granted under this subparagraph 
may not be regarded as an admission of the 
alien. When the purposes of such parole have 
been served in the opinion of the Secretary, 
the alien shall immediately return or be re-
turned to the custody from which the alien 
was paroled. After such return, the case of 
the alien shall be dealt with in the same 
manner as the case of any other applicant 
for admission to the United States. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may grant parole to any alien who— 

‘‘(i) is present in the United States without 
lawful immigration status; 

‘‘(ii) is the beneficiary of an approved peti-
tion under section 203(a); 

‘‘(iii) is not otherwise inadmissible or re-
movable; and 

‘‘(iv) is the spouse or child of a member of 
the Armed Forces serving on active duty. 

‘‘(C) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may grant parole to any alien— 

‘‘(i) who is a national of the Republic of 
Cuba and is living in the Republic of Cuba; 

‘‘(ii) who is the beneficiary of an approved 
petition under section 203(a); 

‘‘(iii) for whom an immigrant visa is not 
immediately available; 

‘‘(iv) who meets all eligibility require-
ments for an immigrant visa; 

‘‘(v) who is not otherwise inadmissible; and 
‘‘(vi) who is receiving a grant of parole in 

furtherance of the commitment of the 
United States to the minimum level of an-
nual legal migration of Cuban nationals to 
the United States specified in the U.S.-Cuba 
Joint Communiqué on Migration, done at 
New York September 9, 1994, and reaffirmed 
in the Cuba-United States: Joint Statement 
on Normalization of Migration, Building on 
the Agreement of September 9, 1994, done at 
New York May 2, 1995. 

‘‘(D) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may grant parole to an alien who is returned 
to a contiguous country under section 
235(b)(3) to allow the alien to attend the 
alien’s immigration hearing. The grant of 
parole shall not exceed the time required for 
the alien to be escorted to, and attend, the 
alien’s immigration hearing scheduled on 
the same calendar day as the grant, and to 
immediately thereafter be escorted back to 
the contiguous country. A grant of parole 

under this subparagraph shall not be consid-
ered for purposes of determining whether the 
alien is inadmissible under this Act. 

‘‘(E) For purposes of determining an alien’s 
eligibility for parole under subparagraph (A), 
an urgent humanitarian reason shall be lim-
ited to circumstances in which the alien es-
tablishes that— 

‘‘(i)(I) the alien has a medical emergency; 
and 

‘‘(II)(aa) the alien cannot obtain necessary 
treatment in the foreign state in which the 
alien is residing; or 

‘‘(bb) the medical emergency is life-threat-
ening and there is insufficient time for the 
alien to be admitted to the United States 
through the normal visa process; 

‘‘(ii) the alien is the parent or legal guard-
ian of an alien described in clause (i) and the 
alien described in clause (i) is a minor; 

‘‘(iii) the alien is needed in the United 
States in order to donate an organ or other 
tissue for transplant and there is insufficient 
time for the alien to be admitted to the 
United States through the normal visa proc-
ess; 

‘‘(iv) the alien has a close family member 
in the United States whose death is immi-
nent and the alien could not arrive in the 
United States in time to see such family 
member alive if the alien were to be admit-
ted to the United States through the normal 
visa process; 

‘‘(v) the alien is seeking to attend the fu-
neral of a close family member and the alien 
could not arrive in the United States in time 
to attend such funeral if the alien were to be 
admitted to the United States through the 
normal visa process; 

‘‘(vi) the alien is an adopted child with an 
urgent medical condition who is in the legal 
custody of the petitioner for a final adop-
tion-related visa and whose medical treat-
ment is required before the expected award 
of a final adoption-related visa; or 

‘‘(vii) the alien is a lawful applicant for ad-
justment of status under section 245 and is 
returning to the United States after tem-
porary travel abroad. 

‘‘(F) For purposes of determining an alien’s 
eligibility for parole under subparagraph (A), 
a significant public benefit may be deter-
mined to result from the parole of an alien 
only if— 

‘‘(i) the alien has assisted (or will assist, 
whether knowingly or not) the United States 
Government in a law enforcement matter; 

‘‘(ii) the alien’s presence is required by the 
Government in furtherance of such law en-
forcement matter; and 

‘‘(iii) the alien is inadmissible, does not 
satisfy the eligibility requirements for ad-
mission as a nonimmigrant, or there is insuf-
ficient time for the alien to be admitted to 
the United States through the normal visa 
process. 

‘‘(G) For purposes of determining an alien’s 
eligibility for parole under subparagraph (A), 
the term ‘case-by-case basis’ means that the 
facts in each individual case are considered 
and parole is not granted based on member-
ship in a defined class of aliens to be granted 
parole. The fact that aliens are considered 
for or granted parole one-by-one and not as 
a group is not sufficient to establish that the 
parole decision is made on a ‘case-by-case 
basis’. 

‘‘(H) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may not use the parole authority under this 
paragraph to parole an alien into the United 
States for any reason or purpose other than 
those described in subparagraphs (B), (C), 
(D), (E), and (F). 

‘‘(I) An alien granted parole may not ac-
cept employment, except that an alien 
granted parole pursuant to subparagraph (B) 
or (C) is authorized to accept employment 
for the duration of the parole, as evidenced 
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by an employment authorization document 
issued by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

‘‘(J) Parole granted after a departure from 
the United States shall not be regarded as an 
admission of the alien. An alien granted pa-
role, whether as an initial grant of parole or 
parole upon reentry into the United States, 
is not eligible to adjust status to lawful per-
manent residence or for any other immigra-
tion benefit if the immigration status the 
alien had at the time of departure did not 
authorize the alien to adjust status or to be 
eligible for such benefit. 

‘‘(K)(i) Except as provided in clauses (ii) 
and (iii), parole shall be granted to an alien 
under this paragraph for the shorter of— 

‘‘(I) a period of sufficient length to accom-
plish the activity described in subparagraph 
(D), (E), or (F) for which the alien was grant-
ed parole; or 

‘‘(II) 1 year. 
‘‘(ii) Grants of parole pursuant to subpara-

graph (A) may be extended once, in the dis-
cretion of the Secretary, for an additional 
period that is the shorter of— 

‘‘(I) the period that is necessary to accom-
plish the activity described in subparagraph 
(E) or (F) for which the alien was granted pa-
role; or 

‘‘(II) 1 year. 
‘‘(iii) Aliens who have a pending applica-

tion to adjust status to permanent residence 
under section 245 may request extensions of 
parole under this paragraph, in 1-year incre-
ments, until the application for adjustment 
has been adjudicated. Such parole shall ter-
minate immediately upon the denial of such 
adjustment application. 

‘‘(L) Not later than 90 days after the last 
day of each fiscal year, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall submit to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and make available to the 
public, a report— 

‘‘(i) identifying the total number of aliens 
paroled into the United States under this 
paragraph during the previous fiscal year; 
and 

‘‘(ii) containing information and data re-
garding all aliens paroled during such fiscal 
year, including— 

‘‘(I) the duration of parole; 
‘‘(II) the type of parole; and 
‘‘(III) the current status of the aliens so 

paroled.’’. 
SEC. 702. IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), this title and the amend-
ments made by this title shall take effect on 
the date that is 30 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), each of the following exceptions 
apply: 

(1) Any application for parole or advance 
parole filed by an alien before the date of the 
enactment of this Act shall be adjudicated 
under the law that was in effect on the date 
on which the application was properly filed 
and any approved advance parole shall re-
main valid under the law that was in effect 
on the date on which the advance parole was 
approved. 

(2) Section 212(d)(5)(J) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, as added by section 701 
of this title, shall take effect on the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(3) Aliens who were paroled into the United 
States pursuant to section 212(d)(5)(A) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(d)(5)(A)) before January 1, 2023, shall 
continue to be subject to the terms of parole 
that were in effect on the date on which 
their respective parole was approved. 
SEC. 703. CAUSE OF ACTION. 

Any person, State, or local government 
that experiences financial harm in excess of 

$1,000 due to a failure of the Federal Govern-
ment to lawfully apply the provisions of this 
title or the amendments made by this title 
shall have standing to bring a civil action 
against the Federal Government in an appro-
priate district court of the United States for 
appropriate relief. 
SEC. 704. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this title or any amend-
ment by this title, or the application of such 
provision or amendment to any person or 
circumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remainder of this title and the applica-
tion of such provision or amendment to any 
other person or circumstance shall not be af-
fected. 

DIVISION E—FISCAL COMMISSION ACT OF 
2023 

SEC. 801. SHORT TITLE. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Fiscal 

Commission Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 802. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) CO-CHAIR.—The term ‘‘co-chair’’ means 

an individual appointed to serve as a co- 
chair of the Fiscal Commission under section 
803(a)(3)(C)(i). 

(2) FISCAL COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Fiscal 
Commission’’ means the commission estab-
lished under section 803(a). 

(3) FISCAL COMMISSION BILL.—The term 
‘‘Fiscal Commission bill’’ means a bill con-
sisting solely of legislative language that the 
Fiscal Commission approves and submits 
under clauses (i) and (v), respectively, of sec-
tion 803(a)(2)(B). 

(4) OUTSIDE EXPERT.—The term ‘‘outside 
expert’’ is an individual who is not an elect-
ed official or an officer or employee of the 
Federal Government or of any State. 
SEC. 803. ESTABLISHMENT OF FISCAL COMMIS-

SION. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF FISCAL COMMIS-

SION.— 
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—No later than 60 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, there 
is established in Congress a Fiscal Commis-
sion. 

(2) DUTIES.— 
(A) IMPROVE FISCAL SITUATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Fiscal Commission 

shall identify policies to improve the fiscal 
situation in the medium term and to achieve 
a sustainable debt-to-GDP ratio of the long 
term, and for any recommendations related 
to Federal programs for which a Federal 
trust fund exists, to improve solvency for a 
period of at least 75 years. 

(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out clause 
(i), the Fiscal Commission shall— 

(I) propose recommendations designed to 
balance the budget at the earliest reasonable 
date, including at minimum stabilizing the 
debt-to-GDP ratio at or below one hundred 
percent by the end of the 10-year period be-
ginning on the date the Fiscal Commission is 
established; and 

(II) propose recommendations that mean-
ingfully improve the long-term fiscal out-
look, including changes to address the 
growth of direct spending and the gap be-
tween the projected revenues and expendi-
tures of the Federal Government. 

(iii) RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMITTEES.— 
Not later than 60 days after the date de-
scribed in paragraph (1), each committee of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives 
may transmit to the Fiscal Commission any 
recommendations of the committee relating 
to changes in law to further the duties de-
scribed in clause (ii). 

(B) REPORT, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND LEGIS-
LATIVE LANGUAGE.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (4)(D)(ii)(II), not earlier than Novem-
ber 6, 2024, but not later than November 15, 

2024, the Fiscal Commission shall meet to 
consider, and vote on— 

(I) a report that contains a detailed state-
ment of the findings, conclusions, and rec-
ommendations of the Fiscal Commission de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(i) and the esti-
mate of the Congressional Budget Office re-
quired under paragraph (4)(D)(ii); and 

(II) legislative language to carry out the 
recommendations of the Fiscal Commission 
in the report described in subclause (I), 
which shall include a statement of the eco-
nomic and budgetary effects of the rec-
ommendations. 

(ii) APPROVAL OF REPORT AND LEGISLATIVE 
LANGUAGE.—A report and legislative lan-
guage of the Fiscal Commission under clause 
(i) shall require the approval of a majority of 
the members of the Fiscal Commission, pro-
vided that such majority shall be required to 
include not less than 3 members of the Fiscal 
Commission appointed by members of the 
Republican Party and 3 members appointed 
by members of the Democratic party. 

(iii) ADDITIONAL VIEWS.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—A member of the Fiscal 

Commission who gives notice of an intention 
to file supplemental, minority, or additional 
views at the time of the final Fiscal Commis-
sion vote on the approval of the report and 
legislative language of the Fiscal Commis-
sion under clause (i) shall be entitled to 3 
days to file those views in writing with the 
staff director of the Fiscal Commission. 

(II) INCLUSION IN REPORT.—Views filed 
under subclause (I) shall be included in the 
report of the Fiscal Commission under clause 
(i) and printed in the same volume, or part 
thereof, and such inclusion shall be noted on 
the cover of the report, except that, in the 
absence of timely notice, the report may be 
printed and transmitted immediately with-
out such views. 

(iv) REPORT AND LEGISLATIVE LANGUAGE TO 
BE MADE PUBLIC.—Upon the approval or dis-
approval of a report and legislative language 
under clause (i) by the Fiscal Commission, 
the Fiscal Commission shall promptly, and 
not more than 24 hours after the approval or 
disapproval or, if timely notice is given 
under clause (iii), not more than 24 hours 
after additional views are filed under such 
clause, make the report, the legislative lan-
guage, and a record of the vote on the report 
and legislative language available to the 
public. 

(v) SUBMISSION OF REPORT AND LEGISLATIVE 
LANGUAGE.—If a report and legislative lan-
guage are approved by the Fiscal Commis-
sion under clause (i), not later than 3 days 
after the date on which the report and legis-
lative language are made available to the 
public under clause (iv), the Fiscal Commis-
sion shall submit the report and legislative 
language to the President, the Vice Presi-
dent, the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and the majority and minority lead-
ers of each House of Congress. 

(3) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Fiscal Commission 

shall be composed of 16 members appointed 
in accordance with subparagraph (B) and 
with due consideration to chairs and ranking 
members of the committees and subcommit-
tees of subject matter jurisdiction, if appli-
cable. 

(B) APPOINTMENT.—Not later than 14 days 
after the date described in paragraph (1)— 

(i) the majority leader of the Senate shall 
appoint 3 individuals from among the Mem-
bers of the Senate, and 1 outside expert, who 
shall serve as members of the Fiscal Com-
mission; 

(ii) the minority leader of the Senate shall 
appoint 3 individuals from among the Mem-
bers of the Senate, and 1 outside expert who 
shall serve as members of the Fiscal Com-
mission; 

(iii) the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives shall appoint 3 individuals from 
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among the Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and 1 outside expert, who shall 
serve as members of the Fiscal Commission; 
and 

(iv) the minority leader of the House of 
Representatives shall appoint 3 individuals 
from among the Members of the House of 
Representatives, and 1 outside expert, who 
shall serve as members of the Fiscal Com-
mission. 

(C) CO-CHAIRS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 14 days 

after the date described in paragraph (1), 
with respect to the Fiscal Commission— 

(I) the leadership of the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the same political 
party as the President shall appoint 1 indi-
vidual from among the members of the Fis-
cal Commission who shall serve as a co-chair 
of the Fiscal Commission; and 

(II) the leadership of the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the opposite political 
party as the President, shall appoint 1 indi-
vidual from among the members of the Fis-
cal Commission who shall serve as a co-chair 
of the Fiscal Commission. 

(ii) STAFF DIRECTOR.—With respect to the 
Fiscal Commission, the co-chairs of the Fis-
cal Commission, acting jointly, shall hire 
the staff director of the Fiscal Commission. 

(D) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The members of the Fiscal 

Commission shall be appointed for the life of 
the Fiscal Commission. 

(ii) VACANCY.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Any vacancy in the Fiscal 

Commission shall not affect the powers of 
the Fiscal Commission, but shall be filled 
not later than 14 days after the date on 
which the vacancy occurs, in the same man-
ner as the original appointment was made. 

(II) INELIGIBLE MEMBERS.—If a member of 
the Fiscal Commission who was appointed as 
a Member of the Senate or the House Rep-
resentatives ceases to be a Member of the 
Senate or the House of Representatives, as 
applicable— 

(aa) the member shall no longer be a mem-
ber of the Fiscal Commission; and 

(bb) a vacancy in the Fiscal Commission 
exists. 

(4) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the Fis-

cal Commission, to enable the Fiscal Com-
mission to exercise the powers, functions, 
and duties of the Fiscal Commission, there 
are authorized to be disbursed by the Senate 
the actual and necessary expenses of the Fis-
cal Commission approved by the co-chairs of 
the Fiscal Commission, subject to the rules 
and regulations of the Senate. 

(B) EXPENSES.—With respect to the Fiscal 
Commission, in carrying out the functions of 
the Fiscal Commission, the Fiscal Commis-
sion is authorized to incur expenses in the 
same manner and under the same conditions 
as the Joint Economic Committee is author-
ized under section 11(d) of the Employment 
Act of 1946 (15 U.S.C. 1024(d)). 

(C) QUORUM.—With respect to the Fiscal 
Commission, 9 members of the Fiscal Com-
mission shall constitute a quorum for pur-
poses of voting, meeting, and holding hear-
ings. 

(D) VOTING.— 
(i) PROXY VOTING.—No proxy voting shall 

be allowed on behalf of any member of the 
Fiscal Commission. 

(ii) CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE ESTI-
MATES.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office shall, with respect 
to the legislative language of the Fiscal 
Commission under paragraph (2)(B)(i)(II), 
provide to the Fiscal Commission— 

(aa) estimates of the legislative language 
in accordance with sections 308(a) and 201(f) 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2 
U.S.C. 639(a) and 601(f)); and 

(bb) information on the budgetary effect of 
the legislative language on the long-term fis-
cal outlook. 

(II) LIMITATION.—The Fiscal Commission 
may not vote on any version of the report, 
recommendations, or legislative language of 
the Fiscal Commission under paragraph 
(2)(B)(i) unless the estimates and informa-
tion described in subclause (I) of this clause 
are made available for consideration by all 
members of the Fiscal Commission not later 
than 48 hours before that vote, as certified 
by the co-chairs of the Fiscal Commission. 

(E) MEETINGS.— 
(i) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 45 days 

after the date described in paragraph (1), the 
Fiscal Commission shall hold the first meet-
ing of the Fiscal Commission. 

(ii) AGENDA.—For each meeting of the Fis-
cal Commission, the co-chairs of the Fiscal 
Commission shall provide an agenda to the 
members of the Fiscal Commission not later 
than 48 hours before the meeting. 

(F) HEARINGS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Fiscal Commission 

may, for the purpose of carrying out this sec-
tion, hold such hearings, sit and act at such 
times and places, require attendance of wit-
nesses and production of books, papers, and 
documents, take such testimony, receive 
such evidence, and administer such oaths as 
the Fiscal Commission considers advisable. 

(ii) HEARING PROCEDURES AND RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES OF CO-CHAIRS.— 

(I) ANNOUNCEMENT.—The co-chairs of the 
Fiscal Commission shall make a public an-
nouncement of the date, place, time, and 
subject matter of any hearing to be con-
ducted under this subparagraph not later 
than 7 days before the date of the hearing, 
unless the co-chairs determine that there is 
good cause to begin such hearing on an ear-
lier date. 

(II) WRITTEN STATEMENT.—A witness ap-
pearing before the Fiscal Commission shall 
file a written statement of the proposed tes-
timony of the witness not later than 2 days 
before the date of the appearance of the wit-
ness, unless the co-chairs of the Fiscal Com-
mission— 

(aa) determine that there is good cause for 
the witness to not file the written state-
ment; and 

(bb) waive the requirement that the wit-
ness file the written statement. 

(G) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Upon written 
request of the co-chairs of the Fiscal Com-
mission, the head of a Federal agency shall 
provide technical assistance to the Fiscal 
Commission in order for the Fiscal Commis-
sion to carry out the duties of the Fiscal 
Commission. 

(H) OUTSIDE EXPERT.—Any outside expert 
appointed to the Fiscal Commission— 

(i) shall not be considered to be a Federal 
employee for any purpose by reason of serv-
ice on the Fiscal Commission; and 

(ii) shall be allowed travel expenses, in-
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, at 
rates authorized for employees of agencies 
under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, 
United States Code, while away from their 
homes or regular places of business in the 
performance of services for the Commission. 

(b) STAFF OF FISCAL COMMISSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The co-chairs of the Fis-

cal Commission may jointly appoint and fix 
the compensation of staff of the Fiscal Com-
mission as the co-chairs determine nec-
essary, in accordance with the guidelines, 
rules, and requirements relating to employ-
ees of the Senate. 

(2) ETHICAL STANDARDS.— 
(A) SENATE.—Members appointed by Mem-

bers of the Senate who serve on the Fiscal 
Commission and staff of the Fiscal Commis-
sion shall adhere to the ethics rules of the 
Senate. 

(B) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.—Members 
appointed by Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives who serve on the Fiscal Com-
mission shall be governed by the ethics rules 
and requirements of the House of Represent-
atives. 

(c) TERMINATION.—The Fiscal Commission 
shall terminate on the date that is 30 days 
after the date the Fiscal Commission sub-
mits the report under subsection (a)(2)(B)(v). 

SEC. 804. EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION 
OF FISCAL COMMISSION BILLS. 

(a) QUALIFYING LEGISLATION.—Only a Fis-
cal Commission bill shall be entitled to expe-
dited consideration under this section. 

(b) CONSIDERATION IN THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES.— 

(1) INTRODUCTION.—If the Fiscal Commis-
sion approves and submits legislative lan-
guage under clauses (i) and (v), respectively, 
of section 803(a)(2)(B), the Fiscal Commission 
bill consisting solely of that legislative lan-
guage shall be introduced in the House of 
Representatives (by request)— 

(A) by the majority leader of the House of 
Representatives, or by a Member of the 
House of Representatives designated by the 
majority leader of the House of Representa-
tives, on the third legislative day after the 
date the Fiscal Commission approves and 
submits such legislative language; or 

(B) if the Fiscal Commission bill is not in-
troduced under subparagraph (A), by any 
Member of the House of Representatives on 
any legislative day beginning on the legisla-
tive day after the legislative day described 
in subparagraph (A). 

(2) REFERRAL AND REPORTING.—Any com-
mittee of the House of Representatives to 
which a Fiscal Commission bill is referred 
shall report the Fiscal Commission bill to 
the House of Representatives without 
amendment not later than 5 legislative days 
after the date on which the Fiscal Commis-
sion bill was so referred. If any committee of 
the House of Representatives to which a Fis-
cal Commission bill is referred fails to report 
the Fiscal Commission bill within that pe-
riod, that committee shall be automatically 
discharged from consideration of the Fiscal 
Commission bill, and the Fiscal Commission 
bill shall be placed on the appropriate cal-
endar. 

(3) PROCEEDING TO CONSIDERATION.—After 
the last committee authorized to consider a 
Fiscal Commission bill reports it to the 
House of Representatives or has been dis-
charged from its consideration, it shall be in 
order to move to proceed to consider the Fis-
cal Commission bill in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Such a motion shall not be in 
order after the House of Representatives has 
disposed of a motion to proceed with respect 
to the Fiscal Commission bill. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the motion to its adoption without inter-
vening motion. 

(4) CONSIDERATION.—The Fiscal Commis-
sion bill shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against the Fiscal Commis-
sion bill and against its consideration are 
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the Fiscal Commission 
bill to its passage without intervening mo-
tion except 2 hours of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent. 

(5) VOTE ON PASSAGE.—The vote on passage 
of the Fiscal Commission bill shall occur 
pursuant to the constraints under clause 8 of 
rule XX of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(c) EXPEDITED PROCEDURE IN THE SENATE.— 
(1) INTRODUCTION IN THE SENATE.—If the 

Fiscal Commission approves and submits 
legislative language under clauses (i) and (v), 
respectively, of section 803(a)(2)(B), a Fiscal 
Commission bill consisting solely of that 
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legislative language may be introduced in 
the senate (by request)— 

(A) by the majority leader of the Senate, 
or by a Member of the Senate designated by 
the majority leader of the Senate, on the 
next day on which the Senate is in session; 
or 

(B) if the Fiscal Commission bill is not in-
troduced under subparagraph (A), by any 
Member of the Senate on any day on which 
the Senate is in session beginning on the day 
after the day described in subparagraph (A). 

(2) COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION.—A Fiscal 
Commission bill introduced in the Senate 
under paragraph (1) shall be jointly referred 
to the committee or committees of jurisdic-
tion, which committees shall report the Fis-
cal Commission bill without any revision 
and with a favorable recommendation, an 
unfavorable recommendation, or without 
recommendation, not later than 5 session 
days after the date on which the Fiscal Com-
mission bill was so referred. If any com-
mittee to which a Fiscal Commission bill is 
referred fails to report the Fiscal Commis-
sion bill within that period, that committee 
shall be automatically discharged from con-
sideration of the Fiscal Commission bill, and 
the Fiscal Commission bill shall be placed on 
the appropriate calendar. 

(3) PROCEEDING.—Notwithstanding rule 
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Senate, it 
is in order, not later than 2 days of session 
after the date on which a Fiscal Commission 
bill is reported or discharged from all com-
mittees to which the Fiscal Commission bill 
was referred, for the majority leader of the 
Senate or the designee of the majority leader 
to move to proceed to the consideration of 
the Fiscal Commission bill. It shall also be 
in order for any Member of the Senate to 
move to proceed to the consideration of the 
Fiscal Commission bill at any time after the 
conclusion of such 2-day period. A motion to 
proceed is in order even though a previous 
motion to the same effect has been disagreed 
to. All points of order against the motion to 
proceed to the Fiscal Commission bill are 
waived. The motion to proceed is not debat-
able. The motion is not subject to a motion 
to postpone. A motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the motion is agreed to or dis-
agreed to shall not be in order. If a motion 
to proceed to the consideration of the Fiscal 
Commission bill is agreed to, the Fiscal 
Commission bill shall remain the unfinished 
business until disposed of. All points of order 
against a Fiscal Commission bill and against 
consideration of the Fiscal Commission bill 
are waived. 

(4) NO AMENDMENTS.—An amendment to a 
Fiscal Commission bill, or a motion to post-
pone, or a motion to proceed to the consider-
ation of other business, or a motion to re-
commit the Fiscal Commission bill, is not in 
order. 

(5) RULINGS OF THE CHAIR ON PROCEDURE.— 
Appeals from the decisions of the Chair re-
lating to the application of the rules of the 
Senate, as the case may be, to the procedure 
relating to a Fiscal Commission bill shall be 
decided without debate. 

(d) AMENDMENT.—A Fiscal Commission bill 
shall not be subject to amendment in either 
the Senate or the House of Representatives. 

(e) CONSIDERATION BY THE OTHER HOUSE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If, before passing a Fiscal 

Commission bill, a House receives from the 
other House a Fiscal Commission bill con-
sisting of legislative language approved by 
the same Fiscal Commission as the Fiscal 
Commission bill in the receiving House— 

(A) the Fiscal Commission bill of the other 
House shall not be referred to a committee; 
and 

(B) the procedure in the receiving House 
shall be the same as if no Fiscal Commission 
bill had been received from the other House 

until the vote on passage, when the Fiscal 
Commission bill received from the other 
House shall supplant the Fiscal Commission 
bill of the receiving House. 

(2) REVENUE MEASURES.—This subsection 
shall not apply to the House of Representa-
tives if a Fiscal Commission bill received 
from the Senate is a revenue measure. 

(f) RULES TO COORDINATE ACTION WITH 
OTHER HOUSE.— 

(1) TREATMENT OF FISCAL COMMISSION BILL 
OF OTHER HOUSE.—If a Fiscal Commission bill 
is not introduced in the Senate or the Senate 
fails to consider a Fiscal Commission bill 
under this section, the Fiscal Commission 
bill of the House of Representatives con-
sisting of legislative language approved by 
the same Fiscal Commission as the Fiscal 
Commission bill in the Senate shall be enti-
tled to expedited floor procedures under this 
section. 

(2) TREATMENT OF COMPANION MEASURES IN 
THE SENATE.—If, following passage of a Fis-
cal Commission bill in the Senate, the Sen-
ate then receives from the House of Rep-
resentatives a Fiscal Commission bill ap-
proved by the same Fiscal Commission and 
consisting of the same legislative language 
as the Senate-passed Fiscal Commission bill, 
the House-passed Fiscal Commission bill 
shall not be debatable. The vote on passage 
of the Fiscal Commission bill in the Senate 
shall be considered to be the vote on passage 
of the Fiscal Commission bill received from 
the House of Representatives. 

(3) VETOES.—If the President vetoes a Fis-
cal Commission bill, consideration of a veto 
message in the Senate under this paragraph 
shall be 10 hours equally divided between the 
majority and minority leaders of the Senate 
or the designees of the majority and minor-
ity leaders of the Senate. 
SEC. 805. FUNDING. 

Funding for the Fiscal Commission shall 
be derived in equal portions from— 

(1) the contingent fund of the Senate from 
the appropriations account ‘‘Miscellaneous 
Items’’, subject to the rules and regulations 
of the Senate; and 

(2) the applicable accounts of the House of 
Representatives. 
SEC. 806. RULEMAKING. 

The provisions of this division are enacted 
by Congress— 

(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives, respectively, and, as such, the provi-
sions— 

(A) shall be considered as part of the rules 
of each House, respectively, or of that House 
to which they specifically apply; and 

(B) shall supersede other rules only to the 
extent that they are inconsistent therewith; 
and 

(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change such 
rules (so far as relating to such House) at 
any time, in the same manner, and to the 
same extent as in the case of any other rule 
of such House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill 
shall be debatable for 1 hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees. 

The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
DIAZ-BALART) and the gentlewoman 
from Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) each 
will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-

bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the measure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to speak on 
the Spending Reduction and Border Se-
curity Act of 2024. 

As we all know, the most basic duty 
that Congress has and must complete 
every year is that constitutional power 
of Congress to fund the Federal Gov-
ernment. This bill, Mr. Speaker, will 
provide funding to keep our govern-
ment open until October 31. Unless we 
act now, the government will shut 
down at midnight on Saturday. 

Let’s be very clear, Mr. Speaker. The 
House has already passed four appro-
priations bills, which constitute the 
majority of funding for our govern-
ment. Now, unfortunately, the Senate 
continues to sit on its hands and has 
failed to pass any of them, any of them 
thus far. Unfortunately, it is some-
thing that we have seen time and time 
again from our friends across this 
building. 

Mr. Speaker, the country is nearly 
$32.9 trillion in debt—that is trillion 
with a t, Mr. Speaker—and our deficit 
this year is $1.9 trillion. The Biden ad-
ministration has gone on a crazy, irre-
sponsible spending binge with money 
that we do not have to spend, money 
that is borrowed mostly from Com-
munist China. It is time. It is time. It 
is time that we slow this out-of-con-
trol, unsustainable spending to a level 
that is sustainable. 

Yesterday, Mr. Speaker, I was proud 
that the House of Representatives 
passed the State and Foreign Oper-
ations appropriations bill, one that I 
was pleased and honored to lead that 
cut wasteful spending while making 
crucial investments in our national se-
curity, all while the total cost of that 
bill passed last night is way below fis-
cal year 2015 spending levels. That bill 
that we passed will slow our spending 
by really taking discretionary spending 
back to fiscal year 2022 overall. 

Now, excluded from those reductions 
in this bill are any reductions from de-
fense, veterans, homeland security, and 
disaster relief. It is a very important 
start and well overdue to fund our pri-
orities, the American people’s prior-
ities, but doing so in a responsible way 
that does not bankrupt the American 
taxpayer. 

Mr. Speaker, in addition, this bill 
provides flexibility to the Department 
of Defense for new starts, but this bill 
does more than just deal with our out- 
of-control spending, which it must. It 
will also help the just inhumane tide at 
our southern border. 

Mr. Speaker, our southern border is 
out of control. The Biden administra-
tion has failed to even do the bare min-
imum to secure our border. As I have 
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said before, Mr. Speaker, the irrespon-
sible attitude of the Biden administra-
tion when it comes to the southern 
border is beyond negligence and incom-
petence. It also has fatal consequences. 

In just the last few days, we have 
seen a surge at the border with an av-
erage of over 9,000 apprehensions each 
and every day. This is unsustainable. It 
is unthinkable, and I would add it is 
immoral. 

Mr. Speaker, our border is out of con-
trol. Actually, no, let me correct my-
self right here on the floor of the 
House, Mr. Speaker. No, it is controlled 
now 100 percent by the narco-terrorist 
cartels on the Mexican side of the bor-
der. That is who the administration 
has ceded control of the southern bor-
der to. This crisis is only going to con-
tinue to get worse and worse unless we 
act. 

b 1215 
Earlier this year, the House approved 

the bill that I was honored to lead, 
H.R. 2, the Border Security Act of 2023. 
As you know, Mr. Speaker, this bill 
would make changes to our immigra-
tion policies that would help reclaim 
control of the southern border. 

I am proud to say that the Spending 
Reduction and Border Security Act of 
2024, which I am speaking about today, 
includes the Border Security Act of 
2023 already passed by this House. 

This bill provides a solution. This bill 
that we are discussing now provides a 
solution to keep the government open. 
This bill keeps the government open 
and restrains the growth of govern-
ment while giving us an opportunity to 
continue negotiations on the appro-
priations bills. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
do the responsible thing. Support this 
bill so that we can send it to the Sen-
ate and keep the Federal Government 
open. That is what we are dealing with. 
That is what the vote is about. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to do the right thing and vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this bill, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose this 
continuing resolution. If you cannot 
agree to the funding levels for 2024 in 
order to keep government open, you 
must pass a continuing resolution. A 30 
percent slashing of the Federal Govern-
ment only continues the majority’s in-
ability and unwillingness to govern re-
sponsibly. 

I would argue that you cannot call it 
a conservative resolution, either. There 
is nothing conservative about the in-
discriminate destruction of public in-
vestments in America’s families. 

Regardless of what it is called, this 
bill inflicts serious consequences on 
the American people, whether it is 
signed into law, which it never will be, 
or because of the costly shutdown it 
triggers. 

We are less than 48 hours from a gov-
ernment shutdown, and what do we 
have to show for it? 

The American people are tired of the 
doublespeak coming from the majority. 
There are House Republicans who have 
repeatedly assured the public that no-
body wants a shutdown, and there are 
others who tell us they think a shut-
down would be a good thing for the 
country. Maybe they are not worried 
about a shutdown because they know 
that Members of Congress will not miss 
a paycheck. 

I can speak for every Democrat in 
the Congress when I say we oppose this 
Republican shutdown, a shutdown that 
will be devastating for our country. 

What have the Republicans offered as 
their effort to avoid a government 
shutdown? What would this bill do? 
This bill would slash investments in 
cancer research, leave communities re-
covering from natural disasters out to 
dry, and undercut allies with a $1 bil-
lion cut to Israel and further cuts to 
our support of Ukraine. It defunds law 
enforcement by 30 percent and makes 
our communities less safe. It takes 
food out of the mouths of millions. 

This bill raises costs for American 
families at a time when the cost of liv-
ing is already too high. 

It cuts title I education funding, the 
bedrock of American public education, 
to the effect of 150,000 teachers being 
pulled out of classrooms. Mr. Speaker, 
275,000 children would lose access to 
Head Start, undermining early edu-
cation and making it harder for par-
ents to work. 

In an unprecedented move, the House 
Republican bill cuts the Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program, 
LIHEAP, funding by roughly 74 per-
cent. More than 5 million households 
will lose their home heating or cooling 
benefits or have their benefits cut by 
hundreds of dollars, threatening their 
ability to heat their homes in winter or 
cool their homes in summer. 

House Republicans are threatening 
public health by cutting the Food Safe-
ty and Inspection Service by 30 per-
cent. Without adequate inspection staff 
in our meat and poultry plants, these 
plants will be required to close or re-
duce their hours. It hurts workers’ pay-
checks, reduces the meat and poultry 
supply, raises the cost of food for 
American families, and risks the con-
sumption of contaminated food. 

With the cuts in this bill, 400,000 
fewer small businesses would be as-
sisted by the Small Business Adminis-
tration’s entrepreneurial development 
programs. This would have a signifi-
cant impact on small business owners, 
especially among veterans, women, and 
Native American entrepreneurs. 

This bill has no future. At best, it is 
dead on arrival in the Senate and 
would never be signed by the President 
of the United States. 

Everyone in this room knows that 
keeping the government operating and 
passing bills to fully fund the next fis-
cal year will require bipartisan co-
operation. You need the House and the 
Senate, Democrats and Republicans, to 
pass appropriations bills. Yet, House 

Republicans are refusing to work with 
and negotiate with Democrats. 

This is a pointless charade with 
grave consequences for the American 
people. House Democrats are ready to 
work. We were ready in the spring. We 
were ready last week. We are ready 
this weekend. We are ready today, to-
morrow, and every day to work in good 
faith with our colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle to meet the needs of 
the American people. 

Let’s get to work, serious work. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, 

let’s be very clear. We are going to 
know shortly who wants to shut down 
the government and who wants to keep 
it open because we are going to have a 
vote. In front of us today is this resolu-
tion to keep the government open. I 
know there is going to be a lot of talk, 
but we are going to have a vote. If you 
vote for this resolution, it keeps the 
government open, and if you vote 
against it, government shuts down Sat-
urday night. 

That is not too complicated. The 
American people are smart. They get 
that. Out of all the talk we are going 
to hear, we will know on that vote. If 
you vote for this resolution, you are 
voting to keep the government open. If 
you vote against it, well, you are vot-
ing to shut it down. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN), the distinguished chair-
man of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we 
have all heard that life is about mak-
ing choices. Serving in Congress re-
quires making big choices on a big 
stage that are forever chronicled in our 
votes. Take out all the rhetoric and all 
the policy disagreements and, at the 
end of this debate, every Member of the 
House will have a choice to make and 
a vote to cast. 

Making choices is about setting pri-
orities. House Republicans have made 
it clear that cutting spending, securing 
the border, and keeping the govern-
ment open while we finish the yearlong 
spending bills are our priorities. 

It is no secret, based on previous ac-
tions, that my friends across the aisle 
prioritize out-of-control spending and 
an open border. I anticipate their prior-
ities will outweigh their desire to keep 
the government open. That is their 
choice. 

Since President Biden took office, 
our debt has skyrocketed, inflation is 
strangling our citizens, and thousands 
of pounds of fentanyl and millions of il-
legal immigrants, including more than 
150 on the terrorist watch list, have 
poured over our southern border and 
into our communities. This immigra-
tion crisis is so bad that the Biden ad-
ministration has resorted to building 
migrant shelters in our national parks 
and waiving environmental laws to do 
it. 

This has to stop. The choices are 
clear. The conservative solution will 
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avoid a government shutdown, secure 
our borders, and keep us on track to re-
store fiscal sanity. Let me be clear 
that a vote against this bill is a vote to 
continue down the path of out-of-con-
trol spending, to keep our borders 
open, and to shut down the govern-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, I have made my choice 
to vote ‘‘yes,’’ and I encourage others 
to do the same. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I will 
just take a second to tell the gen-
tleman from Arkansas that, with this 
bill, you will cut 1,460 teachers from 
your district and almost 46,000 house-
holds will have their low-income en-
ergy assistance benefits terminated. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ), the distin-
guished ranking member of the Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies Subcommittee. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in opposition to this so- 
called CR, which is a MAGA gift basket 
to far-right extremists. 

Let’s first address the reality. The 
gutting cuts in this bill do not con-
tinue current funding like we have his-
torically done in continuing resolu-
tions. Instead, this so-called CR slashes 
cancer and Alzheimer’s research, 
defunds the police, and undercuts allies 
like Israel and Ukraine. 

Republicans claim to care about our 
borders, but this invites more immigra-
tion problems. Instead of giving mi-
grants a path to work and pay taxes, it 
leaves them to languish in substandard 
private prisons. 

This grab bag of budgetary garbage 
stands no chance of becoming law and 
just slingshots into a shutdown in 36 
hours, a shutdown that harms every-
one, from seniors and servicemembers 
to this Nation’s most vulnerable and 
its very security. It snarls small-busi-
ness loans and trade, delays home 
loans, and could force Federal contrac-
tors into layoffs. 

It is a MAGA recipe for more chaos 
and inflation, and my home State of 
Florida will feel it first. The longer it 
drags on, the deeper the airport lines 
will get as TSA agents and air traffic 
controllers go without pay and pass-
port processing slows down. 

Worse, it actually makes our mili-
tary serve without pay. Don’t forget, in 
the 2019 GOP shutdown, they forced 
Coast Guard members into food banks. 
That does not make America stronger. 

Instead of making communities less 
safe and handcuffing FEMA’s recovery 
responsiveness, which this CR does, 
why don’t Republicans join Democrats 
to fight Big Pharma and keep lowering 
drug prices like insulin? 

Instead of a shutdown that closes So-
cial Security field offices, which this 
CR does, and takes food from the 
mouths of children, why won’t Repub-
licans join Democrats to bolster edu-
cation, healthcare, and climate invest-
ments like Americans want? Why? Be-
cause MAGA extremists don’t want to 

make life better for all Americans. 
They want to inflict pain on their own 
leadership, on our government, and on 
the American people. Why? Because it 
covers up their lack of an agenda, ex-
cites their base, and throws gas on 
their bonfires of distraction and chaos. 

America deserves better than that 
and so does this institution. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON), the chairman 
of the Committee on the Budget. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, poli-
cies have consequences. Over the last 2 
years, we have seen a string of self-in-
flicted crises because of the policies of 
my Democratic colleagues and this 
President. 

Let me give you examples: $11 tril-
lion over 2 years from my Democratic 
colleagues, $6 trillion of which went to 
the national debt, all of which lit the 
fuse on this inflation firestorm, this 
cost-of-living crisis that is punishing 
working families from coast to coast. 
We have to stop the spending that is 
bankrupting this great country of ours. 

This President’s dereliction of duty 
to uphold the laws of the land, his fail-
ure to provide for a common defense, to 
defend our sovereign borders, and to 
put the safety and security of the 
American people first has created an 
unmitigated and unprecedented crisis 
at the border, where we are being flood-
ed with criminal activity and drugs 
that are killing people—300 a day, the 
leading cause of death in the United 
States. 

We have a plan, and my Democratic 
colleagues are going to have to respond 
to that. We are going to fund the gov-
ernment and keep it open, but we are 
going to give you measures to secure 
the border and prioritize the safety of 
the American people and reduce spend-
ing. We are going to save this country 
and our children’s future while we are 
at it because that is the responsible 
thing to do not only for our country 
and the citizens of our country but for 
future generations of Americans who 
will inherit the whirlwind if we don’t 
start reining in this wasteful Wash-
ington spending. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
Republican funding bill, and I ask my 
colleagues to do the same. 

b 1230 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to take a few seconds here to let the 
gentleman from Texas know that the 
State of Texas will lose almost 14,000 
teachers. That is going to be really 
tough to explain that to families when 
their children do not have a teacher in 
the classroom. 

In addition to that, almost 77,000 
Texans will lose their low-income en-
ergy assistance benefits or have those 
benefits cut. It is going to be a tough 
time for folks, come the cooler months 
or the warmer months, to take advan-
tage of this. 

I think people need to be mindful of 
the consequences of a 30 percent cut, or 

in the case of LIHEAP, a 74 percent 
cut, that they are proposing today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. RAMI-
REZ). 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the ranking member for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot believe that I 
am standing here again having to re-
mind my colleagues that we are a na-
tion of immigrants. I am going to come 
to this podium each time my Repub-
lican colleagues have amnesia about 
where their families came from or try 
to scapegoat the immigrant commu-
nity. 

Introducing a continuing resolution 
that cuts services and deports unac-
companied children, ending asylum, 
and jailing families betrays a truth 
about my colleagues. 

They are more willing to scapegoat 
and sacrifice the well-being of immi-
grants, children—that they say they 
care so much about—babies—that they 
say they care so much about—veterans, 
the elderly and people experiencing 
poverty than they are to do the hard 
work of owning up to their failures, 
their hypocrisy, their ineffective lead-
ership. 

It is hypocritical to target immi-
grants when many of the people in this 
Chamber have reaped the benefits of 
immigrant labor and have become 
wealthy on the backs of immigrant 
sacrifice. 

Let me tell you what my mother 
tells me about her journey. It takes 
courage to cross a border, to seek a job, 
or to pursue an opportunity to raise 
their children in safety. 

The courage of our people stands in 
stark contrast to the cowardice of my 
colleagues. There is nothing people- 
centered about this Republican CR. 
There is nothing noble or redeeming 
about it. It is time for a clean CR that 
does not scapegoat the people this Na-
tion has been built on, and let’s stop 
indulging the cowardice of my col-
leagues. 

For this reason, Mr. Speaker, at the 
appropriate time I will offer a motion 
to recommit this bill back to com-
mittee. If the House rules permitted, I 
would have offered the motion with an 
important amendment to my bill. That 
amendment would strike the section 
that makes 30 percent cuts across the 
board. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to include the text of my amend-
ment in the RECORD immediately prior 
to the vote on the motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 

would remind my colleagues in the 
House and the American people that 
last year, 900 immigrants died trying 
to cross the border. That is not hu-
mane. That is insane, and that we are 
not willing to look away and tolerate 
in the name of what? No. That is what 
is intolerable. 
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I will not be lectured, Mr. Speaker, 

when 900 migrants died trying to get to 
the United States, and when there are 
thousands of children who are now 
missing that were supposed to be taken 
care of by the United States Federal 
Government. 

You don’t hear about that. That is 
not humane. This legislation puts an 
end to that insanity. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN), the chairman 
of the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, the fiscal year ends in 
36 hours. This bill funds the govern-
ment. We have a $2 trillion deficit, $33 
trillion debt. This bill cuts spending. 

We have a border that is wide open. 
This bill secures the border. 

Those are three simple commonsense 
things, but the most important of 
those three is the one that Mr. DIAZ- 
BALART was just talking about, the 
border situation. 

Mr. Speaker, 2021 was the highest 
number on record for illegal migrants 
entering the country, the highest year 
on record until 2022, and that was the 
highest year on record until this year. 
That is how bad this is. 

Here is the important point: It is not 
just conservatives, it is not just Repub-
licans talking about securing the bor-
der, the mayor of New York said the 
migrant crisis will ‘‘destroy New York 
City.’’ 

Everyone in the country knows what 
needs to be done. This bill does it and 
does it in a commonsense way. Reason-
able cuts in spending to deal with the 
huge deficit we have, but most impor-
tantly it addresses the most pressing 
issue we have. 

The most pressing issue in the coun-
try today is the border situation. Ev-
eryone in the country knows it, it 
seems, except Democrats in the United 
States Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote. 
Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I would 

take a second to tell the gentleman 
from Ohio that 232,000 people in Ohio 
will be without low-income energy as-
sistance benefits. 

Further, there will be 5,500 teachers 
who will be pulled out of classrooms, 
and the families in both instances will 
suffer while the gentleman talks about 
issues that are not truly affecting what 
is happening in the everyday lives of 
the people that he represents. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let 
me take a moment to offer my deepest 
sympathy to the people of California, 
her family, and the people of this Na-
tion on the passing of Senator FEIN-
STEIN. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a serious mo-
ment in history. This is a serious mo-
ment for patriots and persons coura-
geous enough to do the right thing. 

I started out this morning by saying 
it will be the American people that will 

suffer, but it will be my neighbors in 
Houston and my fellow Texans. 

We have a solution, and I think it 
should be very clearly stated. What my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
are arguing is chaos and confusion. 
They are arguing no solution. They are 
shouting from the top of their lungs to 
be heard and to generate excitement 
for social media, but we have a very 
calm situation. 

The Senate has voted 77–19 to put for-
ward a reasoned extension, keeping the 
funding as it is, making sure our mili-
tary is being paid, not cutting off 
women and children from supplemental 
nutrition—these are infants we are 
talking about—and taking care of com-
munities, like the firefighters in the 
West who are suffering after fighting 
fires and other natural disasters. 

They have a CR. It will come here. It 
has a privileged status. That status 
will allow us to vote. The government 
will be open, and then the engagement 
on issues that are in disagreement or 
agreement could be worked out. 

If we continue this shrill talk and 
don’t reasonably act courageously as 
patriots to be able to stop the suffering 
of the American people, we will have 
50,000 pounds of cocaine here because 
we won’t have Customs and Border offi-
cers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding 
additional time. 

Mr. Speaker, we will have 110,000 
children—where their parents are going 
to work—that will have no Head Start 
slots; 65,000 will not have access to 
childcare; 60,000 seniors will be robbed 
of nutrition programs. Then we will 
have 2.3 million women, infants, and 
children, as I said, without WIC. No 
educational dollars, fewer teachers, 
4,000 fewer safety inspections, and we 
will be undermining law enforcement. 

So if everyone wants to be shrill, 
here is a solution. Bring the tempera-
ture down, pass the Senate CR, open 
the doors, and stop these draconian 
cuts because you are hurting the Amer-
ican people and my fellow Houstonians. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in opposition to 
H.R. 5525 Continuing Appropriations and Bor-
der Security Enhancement Act, 2024. 

The reckless funding proposal included in 
this bill would painfully impact the lives of mil-
lions of Americans by making disastrous cuts 
to programs that workers and families count 
on every day. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle are more focused on intro-
ducing unpopular and dangerous funding bills 
that cut virtually all non-defense discretionary 
funding by 8 percent than working on a bipar-
tisan solution that could be enacted. 

The Republican funding bill is a short-term 
radical solution and would only keep the gov-
ernment open until October 31, 2023. 

This deadline guarantees Congress will 
need to pass another Continuing Resolution 

(CR) and means either House Republicans 
will slash critical resources again at the end of 
October or the dangerous cuts in this extreme 
bill will be in place until Congress is able to 
pass all 12 full-year bills. 

In exchange for keeping the government 
open, House Republicans are: 

Slashing investments in the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH). Medical research into 
treatments and cures for diseases like cancer, 
Alzheimer’s, and heart disease would be cut 
with the reduction of 2,000 research grants. 

Furthering their goal of eliminating public 
education by cutting funding for Title I, IDEA, 
and Head Start. Cuts to Title I and IDEA 
would be the equivalent of removing more 
than 40,000 teachers and service providers 
from classrooms serving low-income students 
and students with disabilities. And approxi-
mately 100,000 children would lose access to 
Head Start, undermining early education for 
children in low-income communities and par-
ents’ ability to go to work. 

Failing to support communities recovering 
from natural disasters. In the midst of hurri-
cane season and with several response and 
recovery efforts to major disasters underway, 
this bill harms FEMA’s readiness by failing to 
address the urgent need for additional Dis-
aster Relief Funds to address existing short-
falls and respond to future unknown disasters. 

Cutting border security funding. Despite 
claims that this bill prioritizes border security, 
it does the opposite by cutting funding critical 
to those operations. The bill would ensure dis-
ruption and chaos at the border, harm our 
economy, empower transnational criminal or-
ganizations, endanger communities, and put 
our agents’ and officers’ lives at risk. 

Neglecting our water infrastructure by cut-
ting funds to the Army Corps of Engineers. 
House Republicans are cutting funds to the 
Army Corps of Engineers Construction activi-
ties by 21 percent. With $444 million slashed 
from the Corps of Engineers’ Construction ac-
tivities, projects critical to waterway navigation 
of supply chains, reducing flood and storm 
damage, or providing ecosystem restoration 
would freeze. 

Taking food out of the mouths of children, 
families, and seniors. House Republicans are 
threatening food safety, raising the costs of 
food, and killing jobs in rural communities by 
slashing the Food Safety and Inspection Serv-
ice (FSIS) by 11 percent (or $124 million). 

Turning their backs on America’s small busi-
nesses. The Small Business Administration 
(SBA), Entrepreneurial Development Programs 
would be cut by 8.1 percent. This means ap-
proximately 107,000 fewer small businesses 
would be assisted. This would have a signifi-
cant impact on underserved communities such 
as Veterans, Women, and Native American 
entrepreneurs. 

Slashing resources for the 988 Suicide & 
Crisis Lifeline and Opioid Use Disorder treat-
ment. The Republican CR cuts funding for the 
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline by 18 percent. 
Nearly 1 million people facing a suicidal or 
mental health crisis would be unable to access 
support services through the 988 Suicide and 
Crisis Lifeline, and thousands of individuals 
would be denied admission to opioid use dis-
order treatment, denying them a potentially 
life-saving path to recovery. 

Mr. Speaker, their unrealistic proposals al-
most guarantee that our government will shut 
down tomorrow at midnight. 
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A Republican government shutdown would 

hurt hard working families in Texas: 
172,877 active duty and reserve personnel 

serving our nation’s armed forces in Texas 
would be forced to go without the pay they 
earn during a shutdown. 

The Small Business Administration would 
stop processing small business loans, halting 
a program that provides $2,742,702,800 in 
funding to small businesses in Texas every 
year. 

176,276 people flying through Texas air-
ports every day would face potential delays 
and safety concerns due to staffing impacts on 
TSA agents and air traffic controllers. 

786,686 people in Texas would soon lose 
access to Special Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
benefits. 

168,4l3 federal workers in Texas would be 
furloughed or forced to work without pay, in 
addition to the many employees of businesses 
with government contracts who could be laid 
off, furloughed, or see their hours cut. 

Workers at the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) would be sidelined, risking interrup-
tions and delays to the 892 food safety, phar-
maceutical manufacturing, and other inspec-
tions conducted in Texas last year. 

The Department of Agriculture would be 
forced to stop processing housing loans, 
which provide $456,125,359 in funding to help 
2,742 families in rural Texas communities buy 
homes every year. 

The Department of Agriculture would be 
forced to stop processing farm loans which 
provide $209,391,000 in funding for farmers in 
Texas every year. 

3,291,584 Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program (SNAP) beneficiaries in Texas 
would lose access to benefits in a prolonged 
shutdown. 

5,4l3,161 people who visit national parks in 
Texas every year would be turned away or un-
able to fully access parks, monuments, and 
museums. 

State governments would be forced to pay 
for federal services like the Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families (TANF) program, po-
tentially risking benefits for the 20,846 TANF 
beneficiaries in Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues to op-
pose H.R. 5525 as its passage would be detri-
mental to lives of millions of Americans. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
will remind everyone what we are talk-
ing about today. 

This keeps the government open. It 
secures the border, and it, frankly, re-
duces wasteful spending. That is what 
we are dealing with here. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. ROY). 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Florida for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
legislation, strongly in support of this 
legislation. 

This is legislation that will make 
sure our troops are paid. It will make 
sure that our military can continue to 
do its job. It will make sure that our 
border is secured, and it will simply re-
turn funding of the Federal bureauc-
racy to pre-COVID levels. That is what 
we are talking about here. That is 
what my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle are so up in arms about, 

that we must have a bureaucracy, 
bloated with massive expenditures in a 
post-COVID universe, or your life, as 
you know it, is going to end. 

When the Declaration of Independ-
ence was written, when our unalienable 
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness were drafted, those rights 
did not emanate from this floor. 

That pursuit of happiness did not 
come from this floor or anywhere in 
this building because this building 
didn’t exist. It didn’t come from Con-
gress because Congress didn’t exist. 

The fact is that no matter what hap-
pens heading into this weekend, what-
ever the result, there are 50 State gov-
ernments that are continuing to oper-
ate. There are 3,000 counties, county 
governments operating. There are 
20,000 city and municipalities with gov-
ernments operating; 12,000 independent 
school districts, because we have a 
Federal system of government and we 
are supposed to take care of ourselves 
and our families and our communities. 
We are not supposed to bankrupt our 
country and devalue the dollar and 
drive up inflation such that the Amer-
ican people can no longer afford to live. 

That is what my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle are doing with 
blank checks, with more borrowing, 
more taxing, more spending, destroy-
ing the future of this country. That 
stops now. We stand up on this side of 
the aisle for sanity and a secure border. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I find it 
hard to believe that the gentleman 
from Texas believes that wasteful 
spending is on teachers who really 
teach our youngsters, and 14,000 of 
them will be gone in the State of 
Texas. 

I find it hard to believe that it is 
wasteful spending to deal with 77,000 
people who will lose their LIHEAP ben-
efits. Is that wasteful spending, for 
people to have heat or be cooled or kids 
being taught in school? 

Let’s talk about wasteful spending 
and the tax cuts my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle are willing to 
give the richest one-tenth of 1 percent 
of the people in this country and the 
richest corporations, and tax cheats, I 
might add, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ESPAILLAT), the distinguished ranking 
member of the Legislative Branch Sub-
committee. 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong opposition to H.R. 5525, the 
so-called spending reduction and bor-
der security act. 

You want border security, Mr. Speak-
er, let’s do comprehensive immigration 
reform. Let’s do it the way Ronald 
Reagan did it back in the day: He 
looked at everybody, all the families, 
and allowed the men to work and con-
tribute to our economy. 

This is a reprehensible and irascible 
spending bill that slashes critical re-
sources from working-class families. 

House Republicans are defunding law 
enforcement. The so-called party of 
public safety is now defunding law en-
forcement. So if something is hap-
pening in your district or your neigh-
borhood and you call the police and 
they are late, law enforcement should 
blame it on these cuts. The response 
time will be impacted dramatically. 

Social Security offices will be clos-
ing. Yes, I have seen the lines going 
around the block with seniors as early 
as 6 o’clock in the morning. 

Guess what? They will be closing. 
This bill is taking food out of chil-

dren’s mouths, and the mouths of fami-
lies, impacting Title 1 schools with 
poverty levels—never seen before pov-
erty levels, and Title 3 students, 
English language learners, and taking 
thousands upon thousands of teachers 
out of the classroom. Is this the way to 
avoid a shutdown? 

b 1245 

This is a way to hurt families—work-
ing-class families, middle-class fami-
lies—that depend on these vital pro-
grams, Mr. Speaker, to survive and 
move forward. 

Nearly 150,000 teachers and service 
providers will be removed from the 
classroom serving low-income students 
and students with disabilities. 

In addition to that, approximately 
275,000 kids will lose access to Head 
Start—Head Start, the only surviving 
program from the sixties that gives a 
head start to children will be cut. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DONALDS), a friend and 
neighbor of my district. 

Mr. DONALDS. Mr. Speaker, $2 tril-
lion deficit, $33 trillion in debt, and 
Washington just wants to continue to 
grow. 

Mr. Speaker, 20 percent inflation 
year over year is crippling every fam-
ily in our country, and 8 percent mort-
gage rates are squeezing our real estate 
market, and Washington just wants to 
grow and grow. 

Our cities are overrun with migrants 
because of the reckless policies of the 
President of the United States. 
Fentanyl is killing 85,000 Americans 
year over year, and congressional 
Democrats refuse to secure the border. 

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. This 
bill does one very important thing— 
really two very important things. 

Number one, it returns our govern-
ment back to pre-COVID spending lev-
els of 2019. COVID–19 is over. Why can’t 
our government live within its means? 
Our people have to live within their 
means; our government should, as well. 

I remember when there was a baby 
formula shortage and mothers couldn’t 
get food for their infants. Joe Biden 
was nowhere. Congressional Democrats 
were nowhere. All they said was spend 
more money while the problems per-
sisted. 

They are building shelters in parks in 
New York City to house migrants, and 
congressional Democrats say there is 
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no issue at the border even though ev-
erybody sees the problems that exist. 

This is the time to secure the border 
of our Nation and to cut wasteless 
spending in our government. If we are 
going to have a society and a govern-
ment worthy of the people that we 
serve, Washington has to do something 
that Washington never seems to want 
to do: restrain itself. 

We have a fundamental obligation to 
secure this Nation and to secure the 
people that we all serve. 

Coming out here talking about what 
is going to happen with WIC is not 
going to solve the problem. Talking 
about the fiscal health of this Nation is 
going to solve the problem. 

Our national debt has been down-
graded twice now. The Democrats want 
to spend more money. Support this 
measure. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, to both 
of the gentlemen from Florida, 8,500 
teachers, gone. Think about the kids 
who are going to school and there is no 
teacher for them. Think about folks 
who need to heat or cool their homes. 
We are looking at 36,000 households 
that will be without those benefits. 

Do they really care about those 
folks? Probably not. 

As a Democrat, I took the lead on the 
infant formula crisis—I don’t know 
where my colleague was during that 
crisis—and called to attention a com-
pany that knowingly sold tainted prod-
uct and wound up killing three or four 
people. I don’t know where he was dur-
ing that. I know where I was, and I 
know where the administration was. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
THOMPSON), the distinguished ranking 
member of the Homeland Security 
Committee. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman 
from Connecticut for yielding. 

I rise today in strong opposition to 
H.R. 5525, a bill more designed to ap-
pease the extreme MAGA wing of the 
Republican Party than to stave off a 
government shutdown. 

With just hours remaining before our 
Nation is thrust into an unnecessary 
shutdown, the House is being forced to 
waste time on a measure that would 
impose draconian cuts to vital Federal 
programs and compel the enactment of 
H.R. 2, the child deportation act. 

When we considered H.R. 2 in May, I 
called it a cruel, extreme, unworkable 
immigration and border security meas-
ure. 

Time has not been kind to the bill. 
It still would wreck our economy, 

cripple our ports of entry, destroy the 
asylum system, criminalize visa 
overstays, force unaccompanied chil-
dren into dangerous situations, jail 
families and children indefinitely, and 
on top of all that, worsen conditions at 
the border. 

The child deportation act would 
upend CBP’s ability to process mi-
grants at ports of entry and bar fund-
ing to humanitarian organizations that 

provide shelter, transportation, and 
legal assistance to children and fami-
lies fleeing horrific conditions. 

Moreover, it does nothing to stem 
the deadly flow of fentanyl into the 
United States. 

The Senate will not take up H.R. 
5525, and it will never go to the Presi-
dent’s desk. The House must come to-
gether today and stop coddling extreme 
MAGA members looking to get former 
President Trump’s failed illegal and 
immoral policies enacted into law. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in de-
feating H.R. 5525 and call upon the 
Speaker to have the House consider the 
Senate’s bipartisan continuing resolu-
tion. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI), a Member 
whose life story symbolizes what the 
American Dream is all about, and a 
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friend for yielding. We are 
living in a border crisis, the worst one 
that we have ever seen. The numbers 
show what used to be bi-annual num-
bers are now monthly and even weekly 
numbers. There is no denying where we 
are. 

The Tucson sector, which is where I 
live, has seen the worst of this, Mr. 
Speaker. We are at home seeing street 
releases now, just last week allowing 
11,000 apprehensions and during this 
month about 40,000. These are, again, 
annual numbers in the past, and now 
they are what we consider almost on a 
weekly basis. 

Now, I live in a county that is on the 
border, and we are seeing it firsthand. 
I know exactly how life is there. As 
MARIO DIAZ-BALART, my good friend 
from Florida mentioned, I am an immi-
grant myself. I know the journey. I be-
came a U.S. citizen in 2006 and became 
a U.S. Congressman in 2022, 16 years 
later. 

I know this country is the country of 
opportunity. I get why people want to 
come here. However, this administra-
tion has allowed the cartels to run 
amuck and handle the border and abuse 
people as they are trying to do so. 

Our local communities are suffering 
because of that. They are the ones car-
rying the burden. We have cries from 
help from both sides of the aisle. I hear 
from mayors that are Democrats, may-
ors that are Republicans. It doesn’t 
matter the party, they are all being 
impacted the same way. 

This administration has not 
prioritized this crisis. 

I will tell you, living on the border I 
understand what I call the three buck-
ets. We can talk about immigration, we 
can talk about trade and commerce, 
and we can talk about security, and all 
three are suffering right now because 
of the lack of attention on this issue. 

It is also a humanitarian problem 
when this administration has lost 
track of 85,000 minors. This is nothing 
short of a humanitarian crisis, as well. 

Not even that will make the President 
wake up to this. 

This is the worst time to be on the 
verge of a shutdown in less than 48 
hours. We cannot shut down. We have 
to do what we can to protect our border 
and keep our government funded. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, 
may I inquire how much time is re-
maining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida has 10 minutes re-
maining. The gentlewoman from Con-
necticut has 101⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
mind the gentleman from Arizona that 
there will be 63,000 households in Ari-
zona that will be without the low-in-
come energy assistance benefits. These 
are not just numbers. These are people, 
and we are making their lives more dif-
ficult at a time when there is serious 
inflation and when there is, in fact, a 
high cost of living. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle are only adding and increas-
ing to that high cost of living. 

I might also remind the gentleman 
from Arizona that we are looking at 
about 2,800 teachers. 

Now, again, these are not just num-
bers. Children go to school. If there is 
no teacher to teach them, what is the 
result? What happens to parents when 
they find out that their child’s teacher 
is gone? If there was a teaching short-
age before, this will make it even 
worse. That is the result of the cuts 
that my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle want to make. It is there. It 
is in black and white. You can’t make 
up the numbers. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms. 
TLAIB). 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, there are 
human beings behind every single num-
ber that we talk about. Folks want to 
debate policy and different kinds of ex-
tremist agenda items when they are in 
charge. They can have committee hear-
ings and deal with it separately, but 
right now we are literally hours away 
from direct impact on children and 
families and even the Federal workers, 
many of whom are living paycheck-to- 
paycheck. 

A government shutdown will harm 
the American people. That should be at 
the center of the urgency that needs to 
be met in this Chamber as we move for-
ward. 

I know in Michigan I am going to see 
207,000 women and children lose the 
WIC program that provides nutrition 
assistance, and literally 120,000 of them 
are children. 

I still remember, Mr. Speaker, in 2019 
there was a shutdown for 35 days. Col-
leagues were wondering why the Fed-
eral workers were in food bank lines. 
Why can’t they get loans, one of them 
said. What are you talking about? 
These are Federal workers who are liv-
ing—like a majority of Americans— 
paycheck-to-paycheck, and you are ex-
pecting them to pay their rent, get 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:59 Sep 30, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29SE7.033 H29SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4895 September 29, 2023 
food on the table, all the utilities 
which continue to go up, but let’s go 
ahead and cut LIHEAP by 75 percent. 

Republicans’ priorities in this Cham-
ber are clear: starve, evict families liv-
ing in poverty, and cut people from es-
sential services. They don’t care. You 
don’t care because they are going to 
continue to get paid. You all are going 
to continue to get paid while your resi-
dents are being impacted. If I hear you 
lying one more time to the American 
people and saying that Federal employ-
ees are going to get paid, they are not. 
They are going to be forced to work 
with no pay, especially those on mili-
tary bases, especially those that, 
again, are on the front lines that can-
not just sit at home while you all fight 
amongst each other. 

It is time for Republicans to stop 
playing these games with the American 
people’s lives. They know this is an ex-
tremist bill; many of them know. It is 
not going to go anywhere. 

The American people, Mr. Speaker, 
deserve better. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. PFLUGER). 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of House Republicans’ 
plan to cut spending to keep govern-
ment open and to shut down the bor-
der. The President has failed Ameri-
cans. He has failed Texans. He has 
failed us by not securing our border. 

Mr. Speaker, 71⁄2 million illegal im-
migrants, 150 people just this year who 
matched the terror watch list, 13,000 
criminals, 100,000-plus fentanyl poi-
soning deaths is unacceptable. Enough 
is enough. 

This plan, which would also include 
H.R. 2, the most secure border act in 
decades, puts the President on notice. 

Now is the time. 
This is the most important border se-

curity vote in 20 years. This vote right 
here not only cuts spending, but it 
shuts down the border and the disaster, 
the chaos, and the unacceptable level 
of death that our President has caused. 

This bill deserves our attention. I 
urge my colleagues to cut the spend-
ing, to keep the government open, and 
to shut down the border. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
mind the gentleman from Texas that 
the eyes of the people of Texas are 
upon you when you are thinking about 
really 77,000 seniors and kids without 
any benefits from the low-income en-
ergy assistance program and also 14,000 
teachers will be gone from Texas 
schools. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
CLARKE). 

b 1300 
Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

11⁄2 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. CLARKE). 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise on this day in opposi-

tion to the continuing resolution, 
which includes the Republican extreme 
and restrictive immigration and border 
security legislation, H.R. 2. 

This cruel legislation would force 
draconian restrictions and punish-
ments on migrants and asylum seekers 
and set America’s immigration prior-
ities back decades. This bill would 
damage the asylum system, a process 
millions upon millions of vulnerable 
and desperate people and families have 
long depended on for their safety and 
future. 

Instead of putting forth legislation 
that can pass the Senate and avert a 
government shutdown, extreme Repub-
licans would rather hold the economy 
and border security hostage, throwing 
millions of lives into a tailspin. 

Let’s be clear. Any bill that would 
allow vulnerable migrant children to 
be inhumanely detained by Border Pa-
trol for up to a month, to be ripped 
from their families and locked up from 
the world, is unacceptable. It is fun-
damentally un-American. 

To treat innocent people who are 
looking for a better life in our Nation 
with such contempt, such vitriol, such 
callousness, while also making Amer-
ican families vulnerable in putting 
food on their tables, that is not leader-
ship. It is called cowardice. 

Every American, no matter how long 
their families have called this country 
their own, should be outraged at the 
GOP embracing the Trump administra-
tion’s failed and immoral border poli-
cies to keep the government open. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON), an au-
thor of this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, so often around here, we vote 
on half measures, narrow bills that, at 
best, address one issue in only a mod-
est way. This is not that bill. This is an 
opportunity in one vote to shut the 
border, to keep the government open, 
and to reduce spending. 

The five conservative leaders who, 
with me, crafted this proposal knew 
that bold action was needed. 

Crisis one: We are $33 trillion in debt. 
That is pushing us toward insolvency. 
That number has grown by 50 percent 
in just the last 4 years. This bill puts 
us back on the right track and cuts bil-
lions of spending, even just in the next 
month. 

Two, a shutdown accomplishes noth-
ing. It does not save a nickel. In fact, 
it costs the American taxpayers bil-
lions. This stopgap funding measure 
makes sure our government stays open. 

Three, 1.8 million illegal crossings at 
our southern border is unacceptable. 
This bill puts into place the policies 
that we know work to secure our bor-
der. 

Mr. Speaker, I will admit to not un-
derstanding fully those who oppose this 
bill. I do not understand why anyone 
would choose open borders over an 
open government. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here to solve 
problems. Chaos is not a legislative 

strategy. In a few moments, I will vote 
to keep the government open, to cut 
spending, and to secure our border. I 
urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

It is almost laughable to think about 
chaos. I think the majority has dem-
onstrated overwhelmingly in the last 
several days, the last several months, 
an unwillingness to govern, an inabil-
ity to govern, and chaos, general chaos, 
here. 

It is interesting. The gentleman is 
from South Dakota, where, last I un-
derstood, a little bit like the North-
east, in New England, it gets cold. It 
gets cold in the wintertime in South 
Dakota. The gentleman is happy to see 
24,000 individuals not get energy assist-
ance, low-income heating assistance. 
We may be taking up a collection of 
hats and coats and gloves, et cetera, 
because they are not going to get their 
LIHEAP benefits in a cold climate. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN). 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, we 
are here today because we think the 
government is going to shut down on 
Sunday. That is because there are sup-
posed to be 12 separate bills that com-
prise our budget that were supposed to 
be passed by now. We have passed the 
four most important. Unfortunately, 
the Senate has not passed any, so we 
have to move forward from here. 

We don’t know what the shutdown 
means. I hope the press is on the ball 
and pays careful attention if anything 
is shut down that President Trump did 
not shut down a few years ago. There is 
a lot of flexibility for Presidents to 
show if they are compassionate or not. 
If there is anything shut down that 
President Trump didn’t shut down, it is 
something we have to talk about. 

Let’s look at the problems we have in 
this country right now, two big prob-
lems. The first is what is going on at 
the border. We used to have about 
10,000 cross the border. We are now over 
200,000. We are addressing it. The 
American public is tired of paying 
more taxes and spending money and 
seeing an open border every night. 

That is one of the reasons why we 
have to pass the bill. The other reason 
is we have to make a little bit of a dent 
in the out-of-control spending. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 5525. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to let the gentleman from Wisconsin 
know that 195,000 households are bene-
ficiaries of the LIHEAP program. They 
will be jettisoned from that program. If 
you think it is cold in this Chamber, 
head to Wisconsin and you will know 
how cold it is in the wintertime. Think 
twice about whether or not you will 
vote to cut 195,000 people’s benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Chair, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT). 
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Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 

Speaker, I thought I would go ahead 
and respond because I know as soon as 
I sit down, the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut is going to talk about the 
schoolteachers in Georgia, and my sis-
ter is one of them. She gets her check 
from the county, in case you didn’t 
know it. It kind of bothers me that you 
seem to think that they get a check 
from the Federal Government. They 
actually get paid by the county, as do 
our sheriff’s deputies. 

How did we get here? I have heard 
the left talk about the chaos caucus 
that we have, candidly, as Republicans 
and what gives them the power. It only 
takes five of them to create a disrup-
tion. How do five get the power? The 
five in our party get the power because 
the 212 of you on the Democratic side 
are going to vote with them to shut 
down the government. 

Now, a continuing resolution is a 30- 
day piece of legislation that I will 
admit is not perfect, but it is better 
than a shutdown or the chaos that 
comes with a shutdown. 

The idea that we as Republicans and 
the American citizens have to eat a $2 
trillion deficit or else you are going to 
shut down the government is abso-
lutely ridiculous. 

We are not at war. We are not in a re-
cession. We are in no health emer-
gency. Show a little responsibility. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAWLER). Members are reminded to di-
rect their remarks to the Chair. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman 
from New York (Ms. MALLIOTAKIS). 

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I 
hope the American people are listening 
right now. The Democrats would rather 
shut down the government than end an 
unsustainable and unsafe border crisis 
that has flooded our streets with 
fentanyl, an unsustainable flow of ille-
gal immigrants destroying New York 
City, as Mayor Adams says, and only 
enriching the drug cartels. 

This bill is common sense, and every-
one should support it. It does three 
things that the American people want. 
It avoids a shutdown; it cuts excessive, 
wasteful spending that has led us to a 
$33 trillion debt; and it secures our bor-
der. It stops an unsustainable and un-
safe crisis. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
put taxpaying, hardworking American 
citizens and their safety first. 

I heard my colleague from New York 
City say that it was cruel that we want 
to secure our borders. Do you know 
what is cruel? In New York City yes-
terday, at one of the migrant shelters, 
a 7-year-old girl was sexually abused. 
Do you know what is cruel? Somebody 
was stabbed at the Roosevelt shelter in 
Manhattan. The fact is, there are doz-
ens of crimes being committed, and our 
mayor and you guys are doing nothing 
about it. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, 
may I inquire as to how much time is 
remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida has 41⁄4 minutes 
remaining. The gentlewoman from 
Connecticut has 31⁄2 minutes remain-
ing. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I find it 
unbelievable that the gentlewoman 
from New York would support a bill 
that cuts $1 billion from our ally in the 
Middle East—that is, from Israel. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. HILL). 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, this is an im-
portant day. This Congress needs to 
come together to go back and get our 
spending under control and also get our 
border under control. 

Both are of concern to the American 
people. We hear about it in our offices 
every day. The spending is 
unsustainable, but 200,000 people a 
month coming across the border and 
living in this country illegally is also 
unsustainable. 

This bill is a product of hard work for 
weeks to give us time to complete our 
appropriations work, to negotiate with 
the Senate while at the same time re-
ducing spending, which has been an av-
alanche of out-of-control spending for 
the last 2 years, and to secure our bor-
der. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand in support of it, 
and I urge my colleagues to support it. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. MOLINARO). 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, after 
pouring trillions of dollars into the 
American economy, after ignoring the 
crisis at our southern border, after 
closing schools and forcing kids to 
learn from home, after denying life-af-
firming services to young people with 
disabilities, we have been lectured 
about how great these last 2 years have 
been for the American people. 

We have, in this very moment, the 
ability to avert a government shut-
down and, at the same time, finally 
take some responsibility for reckless, 
wasteful Federal spending. 

There is no excuse to pick the pock-
ets of hardworking American families 
who are already overburdened because 
of inflation, the high cost of gas, the 
high cost of groceries, the inability to 
access or find a job, and running up 
their credit cards. 

We have the ability now to avert a 
government shutdown, control Federal 
spending, and secure the border, an 
open border that is taking too many 
American children’s lives because of 
fentanyl and destroying communities 
all across this country. 

The mayor of New York is saying the 
President has ignored his call and that 
inaction at the border is destroying the 
city of New York. We have, in this very 
moment, the ability to avert a shut-
down, respect American taxpayers, and 
secure the American borders. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

What we are looking at here is a 
piece of legislation that makes a 30 
percent cut in programs that have a se-
rious effect on the lives of the people in 
this country. 

Let me just lay out some of them be-
cause these have not been talked about 
so far. 

The National Institutes of Health 
will be cut. There would be a reduction 
of 7,000 research grants. 

b 1315 

I think we have people in this Cham-
ber on both sides of the aisle who have 
had a loved one with a cancer diagnosis 
or Alzheimer’s or heart disease, but 
there is a willingness to cut the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and thereby 
cut 7,000 research grants. 

Let’s take a look at our allies. We 
speak about Israel and Ukraine. Israel 
will receive a $1 billion cut in the funds 
that the U.S. provides. We talk about 
Israel as being our closest ally in the 
Middle East. 

People should understand what is in 
this bill. We defund—not we—my Re-
publican colleagues defund law enforce-
ment, reduce drug enforcement admin-
istration agents, Federal law enforce-
ment officers, eliminate hundreds of 
State and local law enforcement. 

They talk about crime, and they talk 
about law and order, but there is a 
willingness to cut the funds in order 
for us to make our communities safe. 

Social Security offices, the field of-
fices, would be forced to close down, re-
ducing access to in-person services. 

People applying for disability bene-
fits will wait additional months for the 
processing of claims. That is what is in 
store with this bill if you support it. 

Wildfire suppression efforts will be 
hindered, 57 percent cuts, and we know 
what devastation wildfires have had all 
over our country. Look at what hap-
pened in Maui. 

Unbelievable that they would talk 
about a bill, extol a bill that has such 
devastating repercussions on the peo-
ple of this country. 

They slashed the resources for the 988 
Suicide & Crisis Lifeline. Opioid use 
disorder. They are worried and talk 
about an opioid crisis, but let’s cut off 
the avenue where people can get treat-
ment and help and potentially save 
their lives. 

Education. It is an abomination, 
what they will do to education because 
they are on a march to eliminate pub-
lic education in the United States of 
America; that opportunity that all of 
our families have said: Go to school, 
get an education so that you can suc-
ceed. 

Rural America? Let’s care about 
rural America, not cutting the loans 
and grants for farmers and rural com-
munities. 

They will make it harder for farmers 
to access loans and grants, making 
home farm ownership more difficult. 
They cut rural housing, rural utility, 
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broadband to keep people in touch, and 
they eliminate health services for rural 
and underserved families. 

Mr. Speaker, 2 million vulnerable in-
dividuals and families will lose access 
to healthcare services. They take food 
out of the mouths of children, families, 
and seniors. 

Mr. Speaker, there needs to be a 
‘‘no’’ vote on this irresponsible con-
tinuing resolution. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, oh, 
so many words. Allow me, Mr. Speaker, 
to cut to the chase. We have a choice 
right now. 

Vote ‘‘yes’’ to keep the Federal Gov-
ernment open, to control inflation- 
causing overspending, and to secure 
the southern border. That is a ‘‘yes’’ 
vote, or vote ‘‘no’’ to shut down the 
Federal Government, to keep the narco 
cartels in control of the southern bor-
der. 

This is pretty simple. Government 
likes to complicate things. As politi-
cians, we like to try to obfuscate re-
ality. 

This is very simple. We have a 
choice. I ask our colleagues to do the 
responsible thing; secure the border, 
stop out-of-control, inflation-causing 
spending, and, yes, keep the govern-
ment open by voting ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, in just over 
24 hours, if we cannot come to an honest, re-
sponsible, and bipartisan solution on a con-
tinuing resolution to fund federal agencies. we 
will be forced into a government shutdown. 

Our constituents are relying on us to work 
together to fulfill our constitutional responsi-
bility to fund their government. Failing to do so 
will harm this nation’s children and families, 
our service members and veterans, our sen-
iors and our next generation, and all those 
who depend on the services and investments 
our government provides. 

Let me be clear: This is a completely avoid-
able, politically-manufactured crisis, but it will 
have real consequences for the American 
people. 

The looming shutdown is the result of a fail-
ure to govern by the House Republican Major-
ity, who have allowed this body’s legislative 
work to be undermined by an extreme MAGA 
faction that controls GOP leadership. Demo-
crats in the House, President Biden, and a bi-
partisan Senate have been working for a solu-
tion to prevent a shutdown. This included 
compromising to meet Republican demands to 
cap spending levels for the next two years 
under the Fiscal Responsibility Act, which 
passed both the House and the Senate with 
bipartisan support and was signed into law by 
President Biden less than four months ago. 
But that wasn’t enough for these GOP extrem-
ists. 

Instead of doing the serious work of moving 
bipartisan bills at those agreed upon levels, 
this Republican Majority has chosen chaos. 
They have chosen to waste months pursuing 
devastating cuts to the services the American 
people rely on, slashing investments in keep-
ing people and our planet healthy—all while 
loading up their appropriations bills with toxic 
culture war provisions that are discriminating 

and harmful to our families and our commu-
nities. 

And the Continuing Resolution they have 
brought to the floor today is nothing more than 
a continuation of their denial of the serious 
work that needs to be done. It does nothing to 
avoid a shutdown. 

Instead, Republicans are holding the Amer-
ican people hostage with a demand for a 30 
precent cut across the board to federal agen-
cies. 

This would result in a 74 percent cut to our 
federal investments in the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), literally 
leaving families in the cold that is already set-
tling in back home in Minnesota. 

They are proposing to cut nutrition support 
for Women, Infants, and Children by 30 per-
cent, taking away a lifeline for hungry families 
and pregnant women. 

They want to see investments in the health 
of our communities gutted: 

Their bill would mean the loss of thousands 
of research grants to cure Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, cancers, and heart disease; 

Thousands of my constituents would lose 
access to care at their Community Health 
Centers, as would millions more rural and un-
derserved families nationwide; 

Millions more who are struggling with opioid 
addiction or mental health crises would be de-
nied life-saving support services. 

There is no end to the harm and hurt that 
this extreme Republican Continuing Resolution 
would cause to our families, our economy, and 
our communities if passed into law. But 
Speaker MCCARTHY knows that there is no 
chance that this bill will become law because 
Democrats in the House, a bipartisan majority 
of Senators, and President Biden would never 
support this betrayal of our responsibilities to 
our fellow Americans. 

Until the House Republican Majority stops 
catering to the bullies in their caucus, we can-
not move forward on funding the federal gov-
ernment. 

So I invite my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle to stop the chaos. 

Join us in doing the serious work of funding 
our government and meeting the needs of our 
constituents. With just five reasonable Repub-
lican votes, we can force Speaker MCCARTHY 
to take up a vote on a bipartisan solution. 

America deserves better leadership than 
what the Chaos Caucus has to offer. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 741, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

MOTION TO RECOMMIT 
Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I have 

a motion to recommit at the desk. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Ms. Ramirez of Illinois moves to recommit 

the bill H.R. 5525 to the Committee on Ap-
propriations. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mrs. RAMIREZ is as follows: 

Ms. Ramirez moves to recommit the bill 
H.R. 5525 to the Committee on Appropria-
tions with the following amendment: 

Strike subsection (b) of section 101 of divi-
sion A. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion 
to recommit. 

The question is on the motion to re-
commit. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 9 of rule XX, the Chair 
will reduce to 5 minutes the minimum 
time for any electronic vote on the 
question of passage. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 210, nays 
216, not voting 6, as follows: 

[Roll No. 510] 

YEAS—210 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 

Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 

Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
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Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 

Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 

Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NAYS—216 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 

Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 

Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOT VOTING—6 

Bush 
Carter (TX) 

Clyde 
LaMalfa 

Luna 
Peltola 

b 1339 

Messrs. DUNCAN, BURCHETT, TUR-
NER, DESJARLAIS, GREEN of Ten-
nessee, COLE, BUCSHON, and Mrs. 
RODGERS of Washington changed 
their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. GALLEGO and CLYBURN 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 198, nays 
232, not voting 3, as follows: 

[Roll No. 511] 

YEAS—198 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 

Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 

Miller-Meeks 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—232 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 

Beyer 
Biggs 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 

Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buck 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burlison 

Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crane 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gaetz 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 

Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Hunt 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Mills 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 

Payne 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rosendale 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—3 

Carter (TX) Luna Peltola 

b 1346 

So the bill was not passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

b 1400 

REMEMBERING THE HONORABLE 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the late U.S. Senator 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN. 
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As a Senator, she served the people of 

California for 31 years, and she was the 
longest-serving female Senator in 
American history. 

Senator FEINSTEIN was a true trail-
blazer. She was the first woman elected 
to the San Francisco Board of Super-
visors. She was the first woman elected 
to serve as San Francisco’s mayor. As 
a Senator, she was the first woman to 
chair the powerful Senate Rules and 
Senate Intelligence Committees. 

Senator FEINSTEIN leaves a legacy of 
incredible accomplishment. She wrote 
the popular assault weapons ban in 
1994, a ban that we need to reintroduce 
today. She helped create the nation-
wide AMBER Alert system to help 
communities find abducted children. 
She helped reauthorize the Violence 
Against Women Act. 

She was a strong advocate for women 
and the betterment of all Americans, 
and she will truly be missed in the Sen-
ate and California. 

f 

REFLECTING ON CHILDHOOD 
CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. D’ESPOSITO asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month, which is being ob-
served through the end of September. 

During this period of reflection, 
Americans from coast to coast honor 
our Nation’s youngest warriors in their 
battle against pediatric cancer and re-
commit themselves to finding a cure 
for such a terrible disease. 

One of those young warriors is a 1- 
year-old, Cooper Graham, of Oceanside, 
New York, who is fighting the good 
fight at such a young age. 

Cooper is a tough little guy, always 
with a smile. I know that all Long Is-
landers are standing in solidarity with 
him in his fight right alongside Coo-
per’s parents, Michael and Rachel, as 
well as his big sister, Rylie. 

During Cancer Awareness Month, we 
are all Coop’s troops, and we are going 
to stand with Cooper and all pediatric 
cancer warriors through thick and 
thin. 

Cooper, if you are listening back 
home, we all remain Coop strong. 

f 

WHY THE GOVERNMENT IS 
SHUTTING DOWN 

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask why. 

Why are we, with hours to go before 
a government shutdown, wasting pre-
cious time debating bills that are so 
extreme, so backward, that they clear-
ly have no chance of becoming law? 

Why, this week, have we spent more 
time voting to defund individual sala-
ries of public servants than passing a 
bill that would prevent millions from 
going unpaid? 

Why are we focused on the baseless 
and bogus impeachment inquiry than 
the fact that if we do not prevent a 
shutdown, we will be asking members 
of our military, our law enforcement 
officers, our TSA agents, and our traf-
fic controllers all to come to work to 
protect our Nation without a pay-
check? 

The livelihoods of thousands of fami-
lies in my district are being put at 
risk, as well as the benefits of millions 
more—nutrition benefits, SBA loans, 
taxpayer assistance, and Social Secu-
rity services. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask why, but I also 
ask when. When will this Chamber get 
back to governing, get off this fantasy 
island of budgeting and actually gov-
ern? 

f 

REMEMBERING WILLIAM W. 
‘‘BUCK’’ CROSBY, SR. 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in remembrance of Wil-
liam ‘‘Buck’’ Crosby. He served as an 
educator of chemistry and biology for 
40 years at Risley High School and re-
tired as the interim superintendent of 
Glynn County Schools. 

He was a member of the YWCA Foun-
dation Board, where he held the posi-
tion as first vice president of the Gold-
en Isles Arts and Humanities Associa-
tion. 

He was the recipient of many awards 
in his community, including being in-
ducted into the Benedict College Class 
of 2023 Athletic Hall of Fame. He was 
also the first and only African-Amer-
ican chairman of the Hospital Author-
ity, and he was the first African Amer-
ican to receive the 10th Bishop of the 
Diocese of Georgia Bishop’s Award. 

He will be remembered as a teacher, 
an administrator, a friend to all, and 
an example for all of us to live up to. 

I extend my deepest sympathies to 
his family. 

f 

DEFER STUDENT LOANS FOR SUR-
VIVORS OF SEXUAL HARASS-
MENT AND ASSAULT 

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, LaQuisha Anthony, a Phila-
delphia native, was an undergraduate 
track star at Kutztown University in 
my district. Horrifically, in her fresh-
man year, she was sexually assaulted. 

LaQuisha was forced to withdraw 
from her studies to focus on her recov-
ery. She faced crushing student loan 
debt, and when repayments began, she 
ultimately defaulted. 

Heartbreakingly, LaQuisha’s story is 
not uncommon. Many survivors are not 
afforded enough time, space, or peace 
to heal. That is why I am reintroducing 

the Student Loan Deferment for Sex- 
Based Harassment Survivors Act to 
provide a compassionate, sensible ex-
ception to the student loan repayment 
policy. 

This bill would allow survivors of 
sexual harassment, stalking, and as-
sault to pause student loan payments 
for up to 3 years so they can focus on 
their mental and physical well-being. 
This pause is practical. Without it, 
many like LaQuisha are unable to re-
turn to school because of outstanding 
loans, but with time to heal, survivors 
can get a fresh start. 

Today, LaQuisha is a dedicated advo-
cate in preventing sexual assault and 
supporting survivors, including her 
support of this bill. 

Let her work be our light. Let us pass 
this legislation. 

f 

REMEMBERING NICK MACY 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a dear friend, an 
aviator, a northern California agri-
culture community leader, and an 
American, Nick Macy. 

Tragically, Nick received his heav-
enly wings recently at the final Reno 
Air Races, where my son and I were in 
attendance. This loss will be felt deep-
ly throughout my district, the Klam-
ath Basin, Siskiyou and Modoc Coun-
ties, and most especially in Tulelake. I 
feel his pain deeply myself. 

Nick was a friend to myself and my 
office, as we worked closely with him 
for over a decade to try to resolve a 
silly bureaucratic issue in his airport. 

A soft-spoken leader, Nick was a pre-
eminent figure in his community. He 
valued his hometown, his family’s his-
tory in aviation and the agricultural 
industries, and the rural roots that 
brought him up. 

Nick is the son of a World War II B– 
24 instructor. He grew to become an ex-
pert in many areas of farming, water, 
crop dusting, fighting fires throughout 
the basin, and aviation as a six-time 
national champion in the T–6 Gold 
Class in the Six-Cat Air Racing Team. 

Nick and Macy’s Flying Service were 
incredibly important to the people in 
both Siskiyou and Modoc Counties. He 
truly loved his community, family, and 
friends, and he would do everything 
within his ability to ensure their pros-
perity. Nick was a cornerstone of the 
agriculture community up there. 

Nick was devoted to his family and 
neighbors. One could always count on 
Nick. 

My prayers are for his lovely wife, 
Beth, and his children and grand-
children. To all of his family and 
friends—so many who were gathered at 
the air race—may they feel God’s pres-
ence in this moment of terrible loss. 

Nick, Godspeed to you. Thank you 
for all you were to us. Your legacy will 
live on in Tulelake and our hearts. We 
won’t forget you. 
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HELPING SERVICEMEMBERS AND 

FAMILIES DURING A GOVERN-
MENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, while ex-
tremists threaten to shut down the 
government if they don’t receive reck-
less cuts to vital programs that fami-
lies in Ohio’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict rely on, like Social Security, K–12 
education, and nutrition assistance, I 
am committed to funding the govern-
ment and keeping these critical serv-
ices running. 

My constituents are worried about 
how they will pay their bills or put 
food on the table if the government 
shuts down. That is why I introduced 
two bills last week, the Pay Our Mili-
tary Act and the Feed Our Families 
Act. Both put people over politics to 
protect Americans’ livelihoods in the 
case of a government shutdown. 

The bipartisan Pay Our Military Act 
would ensure our servicemembers, peo-
ple who sacrifice every day to keep our 
country safe, aren’t forced to serve 
without pay. 

The Feed Our Families Act would en-
sure no family who relies on SNAP 
benefits goes hungry throughout the 
shutdown. 

House Republicans can easily prevent 
a government shutdown by simply up-
holding their end of the bipartisan 
budget agreement, but if they won’t, I 
remain committed to Ohio’s 13th Con-
gressional District and our country. 

It is time to stop the political games. 
Put the American people first and fund 
our government. In the event that ex-
tremists won’t—which it seems like 
they won’t, based on the shenanigans 
and utter foolishness of today—I en-
courage my colleagues to support and 
bring to the floor the Pay Our Military 
Act and the Feed Our Families Act. 

f 

LACKING CONVICTION TO STOP 
SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. CASTEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, with the 
failure of that last vote, we are now 
less than 2 days away from shutting 
down the United States Government, 
not because we don’t have a path for-
ward, but because the party of Lincoln 
has been captured by the spirit of 
Yeats: The best of you lack all convic-
tion, and the worst are filled with pas-
sionate intensity. 

Extreme Republicans with passionate 
intensity are choosing to destroy all 
that makes America great while their 
moderate enablers sit meekly, lacking 
the conviction to oppose. 

My question is, do any of you have a 
plan to land this plane? It seems weird 
that you skipped that part of flight 
school. 

Less than 2 days from now, every sin-
gle American is going to feel the pain 

of this crash, every soldier who wants 
to get paid, every woman who wants 
food assistance for her child, everybody 
who needs housing support, everybody 
who is wondering if the train they are 
riding on has been inspected. 

We don’t have to be here, Mr. Speak-
er, but we need some of you, any of 
you, to stand up. 

f 

SPIRALING TOWARD A SHUTDOWN 

(Mrs. TORRES of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. 
Speaker, we are less than 34 hours from 
a Republican government shutdown. 
This is not the time for political the-
ater or political grievances. We are spi-
raling toward a shutdown that would 
devastate thousands of working fami-
lies that I represent throughout Cali-
fornia’s Inland Empire. 

If extremist Republicans are allowed 
to continue their theatrics, over 4,000 
Federal employees in my district— 
mothers, fathers, caretakers among 
them—could miss their next paycheck. 
TSA agents at Ontario International 
Airport will have to work without pay. 
Over 25,000 women and children who 
rely on Federal food assistance could 
miss their next meal. 

It is beyond hypocritical that Repub-
licans want to cut benefits for hard-
working families while making it easi-
er for billionaires to cheat on their 
taxes. 

My Republican colleagues need to get 
serious about governing or get out of 
the way. 

f 

REPUBLICANS MUST DO THE 
RIGHT THING 

(Ms. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to condemn the impending government 
shutdown and House Republicans’ re-
fusal to set politics aside for the good 
of the American people. 

Rather than working across the aisle 
with Democrats to fund the govern-
ment like the Senate, my Republican 
colleagues are threatening a cata-
strophic shutdown unless their extreme 
demands are met. 

Make no mistake, a government 
shutdown is entirely preventable. Ex-
treme Republicans in the House are 
choosing to put politics over the Amer-
ican people. 

A government shutdown threatens 
the lives and livelihoods of our service-
members, small business owners, chil-
dren, and families who rely on Head 
Start and WIC, and so much more. 

Mr. Speaker, with only 1 day left 
until the government funding runs out, 
House Democrats are willing to work 
across the aisle to keep government 
open. 

It is time for Republicans to do the 
same for the American people. 

b 1415 

RECOGNIZING PRESIDENT JIMMY 
CARTER ON HIS 99th BIRTHDAY 

(Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate 
America’s longest living President and 
one of Georgia’s finest, President 
Jimmy Carter, who is turning 99 years 
young. 

On Sunday October 1, I had plans to 
be home in Georgia for this birthday 
celebration, but the looming Repub-
lican government shutdown has me 
here in D.C. doing the work for the peo-
ple. 

President Carter has led a distin-
guished life, winning a Nobel Peace 
Prize, eradicating diseases, and uplift-
ing the lives of millions of 
marginalized people. 

He would probably say that his most 
important accomplishments are his 
Christian faith as a member of 
Maranatha Baptist Church; marrying 
his beloved wife, Rosalynn; raising a 
strong family; building houses with 
Habitat for Humanity; and being one of 
the best peanut farmers in the land. 

For me, President Carter is an inspi-
ration. My husband, Leslie, and I even 
named our son Carter after this great 
President. I strive every day to make 
sure that my Carter Cakes has the 
same humility and commitment to 
service as his namesake. 

The best birthday gift that President 
Carter could receive from us would be 
us all working together to make the 
world a better place for the most 
marginalized, and we can do that by 
following President Carter’s example 
and building on his legacy—starting 
with keeping the government open for 
the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish President Carter 
a happy 99th birthday. 

f 

DON’T SHUT DOWN 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I, 
too, want to acknowledge our great 
President Jimmy Carter and thank 
him for his life and service. 

It is becoming that we stand on the 
floor today to be able to speak in con-
trast to the generosity of the Carters 
to where we are today because we are 
supposed to be saving America. 

Frankly, we now have a challenge 
where the Republican leadership can-
not even find a way to stop the govern-
ment from shutting down. I think if 
the American people knew what their 
plan was, you might ask the question: 
Is it possible to lead in this way? 

Attacking the National Institutes of 
Health, that is what they are doing. 

They are cutting education and dol-
lars for disabled children and taking 
money away from 150,000 teachers who 
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I will be engaging with in my home-
town by phone. 

Of course, they are not recognizing 
the needs of energy support for those 
low-income families and not helping 
those communities that are suffering 
every day from natural disasters. We 
know the West has suffered from fires. 
We in the southwest have suffered from 
floods. 

Of course, they are disrespecting the 
needs of Israel and Ukraine. 

This is not the American way, and 
now we are gone because the bill they 
put up could not even get the Repub-
lican votes. 

Let’s do what is right for the Amer-
ican people. Don’t shut down. Stand up 
for the American people. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TOMMY CONWAY 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
share my deepest condolences upon the 
passing of United Steelworkers’ presi-
dent, Tommy Conway, who passed 
away this past weekend at 71 years old. 

The steelworkers of the United 
States, the labor movement, and our 
Nation have lost a true hero who 
helped to revitalize and reinvest in the 
U.S. steel industry. 

As someone who spent much of my 
career working to save industrial 
America, including in Ohio and across 
our country, I can say that there was 
no greater advocate to save this 
lodestar, vital U.S. industry than 
Tommy Conway. 

Tommy understood to his core what 
America makes and grows makes and 
grows America and he was absolutely 
committed to making things in Amer-
ica and making sure, as president of 
the United Steelworkers, that he 
fought every single day to protect 
workers, make sure they had good pay, 
retirement security, and safety on the 
job. 

Tommy was dedicated to the idea 
that all working people should be able 
to live a good middle-class way of life. 
Something we both understood growing 
up in union households was what 
unions truly mean to workers and fam-
ilies—moving into the middle class. 

Conway will be missed by many but 
never forgotten, and I hope Tommy’s 
longtime partner, Carol, his three sons, 
and six grandchildren are comforted in 
knowing how much good he has done 
for so many and what a great man 
Tommy Conway was. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ZINKE). The Chair will recognize Mem-
bers for Special Order speeches without 
prejudice to the possible resumption of 
legislative business. 

THE MATH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Wisconsin 
(Mr. GROTHMAN) for a memorial. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, this 
week I introduced legislation to re-
name the post office in Kiel, Wisconsin, 
after Wisconsin State trooper, Trevor 
Casper. 

Now, I know many in this body may 
not have heard of Trevor, but back in 
Wisconsin he is not just the son of our 
State, he is a shining example of dedi-
cation and service. Trevor Casper was 
born in Sheboygan on May 21, 1993, to 
parents Kevin and Deborah. 

He graduated from Kiel High School 
with the class of 2011 where he was ac-
tive in wrestling, soccer, and coaching 
youth sports. 

After high school, Trevor pursued a 
degree in criminal justice at Lakeshore 
Technical College, graduating in May 
of 2014. 

During Trevor’s time there, he was 
active in color guard and served as 
president of the LTC student govern-
ment. 

It was clear that Trevor was not just 
interested in a career but passionate 
about making a difference in his entire 
community. 

Trevor’s dream was to continue his 
education at the State Patrol Acad-
emy, which he did, successfully grad-
uating on December 18, 2014. 

Following his graduation, Trooper 
Casper was stationed at the State 
trooper base in Fond du Lac where he 
continued to serve his community with 
honor and dedication. 

Tragically, on his first assignment, 
he made the ultimate sacrifice. On 
March 24, 2015, he was shot in Fond du 
Lac while apprehending a bank robbery 
and murder suspect. Though mortally 
wounded, Trooper Casper returned fire 
on the suspect, killing him, and pro-
tecting those in the nearby vicinity. 

Trevor Casper was the youngest law 
enforcement officer to ever make the 
ultimate sacrifice in the State of Wis-
consin. His bravery in the face of dan-
ger, his commitment to upholding the 
law, and his willingness to protect our 
community were unwavering. 

Trooper Casper is a true hero, and he 
deserves to be remembered and honored 
for his selfless sacrifice. Renaming the 
Kiel Post Office in his honor is a small 
but meaningful gesture and will ensure 
that future generations see the name 
Trevor Casper and will hear about his 
great sacrifice and what a great human 
being he was. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
apologize to everyone as we are sort of 
organizing the slides here. 

Mr. Speaker and anyone that is lis-
tening, okay, so the House is in a fairly 
cantankerous spot right now. Part of 
my frustration and part of the reason 

for actually grabbing this hour is— 
what is a more elegant way to use the 
words ‘‘I need to stop the lying.’’ Actu-
ally, I don’t think we are supposed to 
say that on the floor—the people just 
making crap up. 

Let’s actually have an educational 
discussion here. If you don’t like math, 
please just turn off your television and 
stop watching because this is becoming 
a math-free zone around here. 

Why is there fighting here on the 
House floor? What is the fussing? You 
do understand every dime a Member of 
Congress votes on now is all borrowed 
money. There is a very good chance— 
we will know actually next week when 
the final Treasury data is posted that 
for this fiscal year, the 2023 fiscal year 
which ends this weekend, we will bor-
row—and I am sorry, but this is how 
you need to think about it—we will 
borrow, functionally, 9 percent of GDP. 

So 9 percent of the entire economy 
will be just the borrowed money. Not 
the spent money, the borrowed money. 
We are hitting numbers that should be 
terrifying. I don’t know why they are 
not terrifying to the folks on the left. 
You just saw it. They just came to the 
microphones saying we want more 
money. Where does it come from? 

Let’s actually walk through some 
basic facts. This isn’t Republican or 
Democrat math, it is just math. My 
family motto is ‘‘math will always 
win.’’ It may take a while, but the 
math will always win. 

The reason for this chart, Mr. Speak-
er, is—one more time try to visualize— 
this is the 2023 budget. In that 2023 
budget here is what we call discre-
tionary spending. This is defense and 
nondefense. 

We have 1.7 on this chart. It is actu-
ally closer to $1.8 trillion. This wedge 
over here is actually—let’s just call it 
Medicare. Social Security still has its 
own trust fund, which is out in 9 years. 
When you hear Democrats saying, well, 
we don’t borrow anything for Social 
Security, you shouldn’t be talking 
about it. Well, the trust fund is gone in 
9 years, and the recapitalization of it is 
brutal. 

Once again, my brothers and sisters 
on the left don’t want to actually deal 
with the math because it is such a 
great campaign hit on anyone that ac-
tually cares about not doubling senior 
poverty in 9 years. 

Back to this chart. When you look at 
this, you have to understand, this blue 
wedge is all we get to vote on. All the 
red, the 72 percent of spending we call 
mandatory is on autopilot. You get 
that benefit because you worked your 
40 quarters. You earned your Social Se-
curity benefit. You worked a certain 
amount. You have paid into your Medi-
care. You turned 65. You get that ben-
efit when you hit a certain age. That is 
the vast majority of the spending, and 
it is also—if you go from today through 
the next 30 years, it is 100 percent of 
the future debt. 

It is demographics. I say this over 
and over and over and over. The idiot 
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class around here who wants to say, no, 
it is Republicans not willing to tax 
people more, stop it. 

I am going to walk you through all 
the Democrat tax proposals and show 
you how little of GDP it creates even 
at tax maximization. There is this con-
cept of at this rate you maximize tax 
receipts without rolling over the econ-
omy and rolling over the fall of receiv-
ing less tax receipts. 

I am going to show you the math on 
maximizing. It is nowhere near what 
the Democrats keep telling you, and it 
is really crappy economics. 

One more time, this board is incred-
ibly important. You want to know why 
there is fussing around here? It is all 
borrowed now. And what has happened 
in the last couple of months interest 
rate-wise? Think of this as just a 
thought experiment. August 1 until 
today, the movement in interest 
rates—just that movement in interest 
rates is about $50 billion of interest 
next year. 

We are borrowing over $6 billion a 
day. That is functionally—let’s take a 
look here. If you take a look at our 
borrowing over the last 12 months, it is 
$72,932 a second. $72,000 a second. That 
is why the idiocy here of people who 
say, well, I am going to save a million 
dollars here. That is real money, great. 
But let’s see, if you’re borrowing $72,000 
a second, that is how many seconds did 
you just cover? 

The $300 million that was stripped 
out of one of the bills, okay, fine, but 
it is 57 minutes of borrowing over an 
entire year. There is this delusion— 
every dime, I believe, of foreign aid is— 
I used to say 12 days of borrowing. 
Someone pointed out it is actually 
closer to 9 days of borrowing. 

For us in the political class, math is 
hard. Our audience often doesn’t want 
to hear it because it doesn’t satiate the 
feelings. We make public policy now by 
feelings, not a calculator. So you have 
a world now where you get up and say, 
hey, it is demographics. 

We got old. Healthcare costs are the 
primary driver of debt, and they look 
at you and say, no, it is waste and 
fraud and foreign aid. You show them 
the little chart that says, okay, I can 
get maybe a couple weeks of borrowing 
eliminated, what would you like to do 
with the rest of the year, and people 
look at you with daggers. 

b 1430 
Then you have the left who just 

makes crap up. I don’t think it is 
meant to be evil. I think it is just that 
you get something in your head and 
you repeat it over and over and over, 
and the math is delusional. 

I am going to walk through some 
boards here. When we get to them, 
some of these are really complex, but I 
am going to do my best so they make 
sense. 

How do you save this republic if you 
have a bunch of people who can’t even 
agree on the most baseline? This was 
on the CBO, Joint Tax, basically their 
datasets. No one reads their reports. 

The Joint Economic Committee, 
which I chair the Republican side, we 
did a brilliant report 2 months ago. We 
gave actually options where you could 
save this country. It is crazy stuff. If 
you could actually eliminate, mod-
erate, take on, do the moral thing with 
our brothers and sisters and talk about 
diabetes and obesity, it is a few trillion 
dollars over 10 years. It would require 
complex policies and decisions to do 
things that are difficult. 

The only reason I hold that board up, 
this board is from 3 weeks ago and it is 
already out of date. What does this 
board say? It basically says next year, 
interest will pretty much equal the de-
fense budget. Interest will equal the de-
fense budget. The reason it is out of 
date is just the movement of interest 
rates in the last 3 weeks. On the U.S. 
10-year sovereign, interest will be more 
than the entire defense budget next 
year. If it continues, if the trend line 
continues, there is a very good chance 
that interest isn’t going to be $800 bil-
lion, $830 billion; it could be starting to 
approach a trillion dollars next year. 

Why is that a big deal? Well, let’s do 
something else interesting. For people 
who have never really thought about 
it, how does the United States finance 
itself? Remember, 30 cents out of every 
dollar we spend is borrowed. Where 
does that 30 cents come from? We issue 
bonds. Every couple weeks, like 3 days 
ago, Treasury issued $30-plus billion of 
5-year instruments. It went out at the 
very top of the range price-wise. 

You sit there and have to calculate. 
Coverage was a little disturbing. It was 
only like 21⁄2 coverage. I know that 
doesn’t mean anything. It basically 
means the huge lines to buy U.S. bonds 
weren’t there. The line is getting 
shorter and shorter, interest to buy our 
debt, which often means the interest 
rates are going to go up. 

What happens to bonds that were sold 
in previous years? Because the last 
three Treasury Secretaries, Repub-
licans and Democrats, did something 
stupid and we couldn’t get them to 
change it because it benefited them po-
litically that week, is they went very 
short-term on the bonds. I am going 
issue 1 year, 2 years, 3 years, when in-
terest rates were almost basically free. 

Guess where we are at right now? 
Those bonds are coming due. In the 
next fiscal year, if we bring $2 trillion 
of new virgin issue—that is the bor-
rowing for next fiscal year. Remember, 
this year we are going to borrow 2.3, 
2.4, but let’s just pretend next year is 
about 2. We have a little problem. 
There is about $9.6 trillion of bor-
rowing coming either as virgin issues 
or refinance next year, and it is all at 
these higher interest rates. 

Your government is functionally an 
insurance company with an army and a 
budget problem. What do we look like 
at the end of 2024 when we have just re-
financed a little bit under $10 trillion 
at these higher interest rates? 

It basically means that dystopian 
number you use to go into the 2025 

budget cycle of a trillion dollars inter-
est coverage, if you are into the mili-
tary, interest buys you how many new 
weapons? If you are into a social jus-
tice agenda, interest buys you what? 
This is what we are doing to ourselves, 
and it is the reality, and the interest 
rates keep moving away from us. 

Let’s continue on some of the more 
difficult stuff. Just simple math. We 
are going to spend some time talking 
about how do you fix things when you 
can’t even get the other side that you 
need—we have to do this together. It is 
complex. It is hard. It is politically 
brutal because this place has function-
ally lied to the public for decades. 

Let’s use the most optimistic—and I 
believe at least one side of these num-
bers is absolutely wrong. It is basically 
saying next year, the projection 
months ago was the 2024 budget year 
was only going to borrow about $1.7 
trillion. I think that is wrong. I think 
we are going to 2, but let’s say it is 1.7. 

Let’s say we did the most confis-
catory tax ever. We basically took 
every American, if you make $500,000, 
every dime you make above that, we 
take all of it. Every dime belongs to 
the government and people keep work-
ing. The basketball player, the sci-
entist, the entrepreneur just keeps 
working. They say, well, I made my 
$500,000; the government is going to 
take every other dime; I am just going 
to keep working and paying it all into 
the government, which is a fantasy. 
That is not how economics work. Just 
for a math experiment, let’s say we are 
going to confiscate every dime of peo-
ple over $500,000. You raise about $11⁄2 
trillion. 

Did I mention the borrowing from 
CBO months ago was projected to be 
$1.7 trillion? You can’t even cover the 
deficit if you had a fantasy number of 
taking every dime of those high-in-
come earners. 

Yet, I will show slides like this at 
certain townhalls where I have a num-
ber of Democrat activists, and they 
look at you and go, well, that is Repub-
lican math. No, actually, I think this 
one came from Cato, but I have some 
that are from OMB, CBO, progressive 
budget priorities. It is all the same. We 
are living in a mathematical fantasy 
world. 

I am going to go out of sequence 
here, because I am angry that I saw a 
California Member on CNN a little 
while ago basically holding a little 
white board and completely lying to 
the press, because it is such good poli-
tics: Republicans shouldn’t talk about 
Social Security. It doesn’t add any-
thing to the deficit. Absolutely true, 
because there is a trust fund that has 
cash in it for 9 more years. 

What happens in 9 years? Here is the 
reason we want to talk about it, to 
save it. In 9 years, the average couple 
on Social Security gets a $17,400 cut. 
You double the poverty of seniors in 
America in 9 years. It is absolutely im-
moral. The recapitalization of this is 
going to be complex, because that first 
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year—so 9 years from now, the first 
year shortfall is $616 billion. Okay. Do 
this with me. You don’t have to be 
good at math for this. This isn’t that 
hard. Nine years from now, boom, the 
trust fund is gone. You have got a $616 
billion shortfall in 2033. Okay. Big deal. 
You don’t care. It is 9 years from now. 

Here is the Democrats’ policy. We are 
just going to raise taxes on those who 
make $400,000 and up. The Democrats’ 
piece of legislation is $400,000 and up, 
you are going to pay the 12.4 percent 
FICA tax, all of it. Great, okay. Raise 
the taxes, every dime, you get no ben-
efit from it. 

Let me slow down and let me explain. 
Today, you pay your FICA tax up to, 
what is it, $160,200, and then it stops. 
You don’t pay the Social Security tax 
above that because you don’t get any 
benefit for it. 

You create this doughnut hole under 
Democrat policy and then you start 
paying the tax again when you hit 
$400,000. That produces $86.3 billion in 
2033, 2034. Let’s use 2033, because that is 
the year that Social Security is gone. 

Can anyone do the math with me? $86 
billion of new taxes, $616 billion short-
fall. Anyone notice a math problem? 
You are covering one-seventh of the 
shortfall. That is the Democrat solu-
tion. 

Let’s actually do the grander one. I 
will get people who say: Well, DAVID, 
we will be just fine. Just eliminate 
that cap and make people pay the full 
12.4 percent Social Security tax on 
every dime. If a person makes a billion 
dollars, they pay it on that. They get 
no benefit, no benefit for those higher 
taxes. People say that solves the prob-
lem. 

Then you show them this. Remem-
ber, the first year is a $616 billion 
shortfall. Eliminating the Social Secu-
rity cap produces 164,700. You are basi-
cally covering 20 percent of the short-
fall. This is the Democrats’ grand solu-
tion. 

This is why, for those who own a cal-
culator around here and have a soul of 
not wanting to double senior poverty, 
we are willing to get the crap kicked 
out of us by the activist left saying: 
But you are talking about social secu-
rity; you are not allowed to do that. 

We are trying to save it. We are try-
ing to save it, because you have people 
manipulating you and lying to you 
about the math. This is immoral. In 9 
years, you double senior poverty in 
America, and their solution only cov-
ers one-seventh or 20 percent. This is 
what you have been given. 

Then you wonder why there is fric-
tion. What if you have friction because 
some people want to tell great stories 
and some people would actually like to 
save the country? 

Let’s walk through a few more of 
these. 

MIKE KELLY, Congressman from 
Pennsylvania, is my senior so he sits to 
my left in the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, which annoys me. I need to ex-
plain part of the inside joke. In Con-

gress, there is only one committee that 
is solely by seniority. It is called the 
Ways and Means Committee. When peo-
ple to your left retire, quit, go away, 
you move up. If they are on this side, 
that makes no difference to your life. 
He is senior to me. MIKE KELLY also 
chairs the Tax Subcommittee. 

No one else has been willing to do 
this math. Our brothers and sisters on 
the left keep saying we will tax our 
way out of the crisis. 

The first chart, I was trying to be 
somewhat brutal, saying, okay, tax 
revenues versus expected deficits under 
different wealth models. Here is actu-
ally the deficit. This is the baseline 
deficit number. Here is what you got. 
The Sanders wealth tax, I understand, 
is probably unconstitutional. This is 
where they would come in and say, 
even though this isn’t your income, we 
are confiscating some of your wealth. 
The big one they are pushing right now 
is the oligarch tax, where they are 
going to come in and say if you are 
really rich, we can come in and every 
year take 8 percent of your wealth. 

The problem is, I have got $1.8 tril-
lion, and this thing is basically cov-
ering what? $230 billion of shortfall? It 
also blows up the economy, and it 
doesn’t get you anywhere. 

I am not here to defend really, really 
rich people. I am here to defend math. 

Mr. KELLY has a personality. I am 
like a walking calculator. Tell me, why 
am I failing to communicate the re-
ality that the proposals we are getting 
are absurd? They only cover a fraction 
of the shortfalls. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) for a 
colloquy. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, there is no reason for any of 
you to know me. My whole life has 
been spent in the private sector, and I 
have really come to believe that no-
body should serve in the public sector 
unless they first have been in the pri-
vate sector. 

b 1445 
My whole life has been about making 

sure that on the 6th of each month and 
the 21st of each month—they are spe-
cial days for me because those were 
days that the people who worked with 
me every day got paid. 

We use something called kitchen 
table economics. I sit beside DAVID, and 
I talk to him all the time. I am more 
of a person who says: Do you know 
what? Let’s use kitchen table econom-
ics. 

Now, I am told that Army manuals 
are written on a sixth-grade level so 
that people can understand them. I 
want to show you something. I reduced 
this down to a $1 bill because when you 
hear our friends talking about: Oh, no, 
you can cut spending. You can do this. 

I want you to think not as a Member 
of Congress who can spend whatever he 
or she wants because it is not coming 
completely out of your pocket but of 
the American people, hardworking 
American taxpayers. 

We took a dollar bill and said: Let’s 
look at this dollar bill. Mandatory 
spending is money that has to be spent 
out of every dollar we collect from a 
taxpayer, $0.63. Look at this. What do 
you mean by that? Well, we are talking 
about Social Security. We are talking 
about Medicare. We are talking about 
Medicaid. 

As all of you know, any loan you ever 
had, you are actually charged interest 
on it, $0.10 of every dollar. This year, 
that represents $663 billion just to pay 
for the interest on our debt. That 
leaves us a whopping $0.27 out of every 
single dollar we collect from you. 

This is the important thing. I am so 
fed up with elected officials talking 
about what they have done for you. 
They do nothing for you. Every single 
thing we do in this country is paid for 
by a taxpayer or a debt that you co-
signed that you didn’t know about. 

Now, I told you a bit of my history. 
I am an automobile dealer. Most peo-
ple, 97 percent of the people that we 
sell a car or truck to, borrow money to 
pay for that car or truck. They sign 
their name to a contract. We take 
great time to explain to them exactly 
what is expected of them. 

I told you this $0.63 goes for Social 
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid, and 
10 percent, $0.10 on each dollar, just to 
pay our debt down—$663 billion. 

That is why I wanted to reduce it 
down to kitchen table economics. This 
is what is happening to your dollar. 

We have $0.27 that we can spend any 
way we want. What does that mean? 
Well, that includes transportation, 
education, defense, and other pro-
grams. Let’s take a look at the $0.27 of 
our budget, of our revenues, that we 
have left to spend. 

Of the $0.27 of each dollar, spending 
for defense, $0.13. We don’t ever want to 
walk away from that. In the world we 
live in now, are you kidding me? We 
are going to stop that? 

That leaves us, my friends, with $0.14 
that we can actually control. Every 
single dollar out of your pocket is re-
duced down to this. 

When people say that you have to 
learn how to cut spending, I say: You 
gave me a dollar bill? I can adjust $0.14. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. It is worth point-
ing out, for everyone looking at that, 
you see that chart of defense and let’s 
call it nondefense. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Yes. 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT. It is all bor-

rowed. Every dime of that today is on 
borrowed money. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Yes. 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Plus another $400 

billion of the mandatory. 
So many of our brothers and sisters 

around the country don’t understand. 
It is so out of whack now because all— 
look. The number one growth is 
healthcare cost, but that is sort of on 
autopilot because every time we try to 
fix it, the lobbyists, the Democrats, 
lose their minds. We are just trying to 
save the country. 

We end up having the fights that are 
going on right now over that $0.14. 
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There is waste, fraud, and things that 
we need to fix, but it is a fraction of 
the budget, and it is all on borrowed 
money, which adds the additional 
stress of there is a morality of squeez-
ing everything we can out of it. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, Mr. SCHWEIKERT and I sit be-
side each other every day, and we 
keep—honestly, these are things that 
keep me up at night. 

In another month, my wife and I will 
be celebrating our 50th anniversary. I 
don’t know what she was thinking. All 
I did was ask, and she said yes. Then, 
for half a century, we have been going 
at this. 

We have 10 grandchildren, and I am 
constantly asked by people: How can 
you be so responsible when it comes to 
spending our tax dollars? 

We don’t want to be irresponsible. 
DAVID and I sit there, and I have to tell 
you, sitting beside him is hard because 
he has so much going on in his head at 
one time. He is like a calculator, and I 
keep going back just to the basics. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. In other words, 
you are telling people the truth: I drive 
you nuts. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Social 
services, natural resources, science, 
space, technology, and other programs, 
we are down to $0.14 of a dollar. This is 
a dollar that you paid, by the way. This 
is out of your taxes. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. They are paying 
the interest on it now. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. The in-
terest is $663 billion of what we owe. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. $800 billion next 
year. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. It keeps 
growing and growing and growing. No 
responsible person would ever sit back 
and work this model. 

The greatest nation the world has 
ever known, the wealthiest nation the 
world has ever known, has been totally 
irresponsible in the way she spent her 
money, and it wasn’t done by her. 

This incredible group of people that 
sit down here—remember, I said this to 
begin with. I don’t believe anybody 
should serve in public office until they 
have been in the private sector. I, my-
self, have been in situations on the 6th 
of the month and the 21st of the month 
where I made sure every person that 
worked at the dealership got paid. 
There were many times I did not pay 
myself because I didn’t have enough 
money to do it. 

The point I think we keep trying to 
make is: When are we going to wake up 
to what is going on? This is a Titanic 
moment for our country. 

The reason I say that is because the 
Titanic went full speed ahead into an 
iceberg. What did the captain of the Ti-
tanic see? Just a small part of the ice-
berg. They didn’t see what was hidden. 

My friends, right now the hidden part 
of what it is that we are spending—I 
would just ask you to please think 
with us as we go through this. 

Reduce it down to where it makes 
sense and understand what is hap-

pening right now on the floor of this 
Congress. We represent you. We do not 
represent ourselves alone. We represent 
you. 

If we talk about this, and this is 
where we are—I would just think at 
some point, we would sit back and say 
I cannot watch this and allow this to 
happen to hardworking American tax-
payers. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. I think in some 
ways you just described why the fuss-
ing over the budget documents is going 
on. 

We put together some interesting 
slides here that we have never pre-
sented before. We took these from a re-
searcher at Manhattan and a couple of 
other places. Then Joint Economics, 
some of my economists, did some math 
here. We set this for 2033. We actually 
had a year that is 10 budget years from 
now. We did not put in the fact that 
the Social Security trust fund is gone, 
and there is $616 billion that needs to 
somehow be recapitalized. That is actu-
ally not in this deficit number. 

We also rolled the number. The base-
line for anyone that is really geeky out 
there, we ran this to the standard debt- 
to-GDP number. 

There is a new update on what debt 
will be 9 years from now that is now 
$3.1 trillion. If interest rates stay as 
high as they are spiking right now, it 
could be as high as 3.7. We are going to 
use the $2.5 trillion. 

The reason this board exists is we 
took—and I have a bunch of slides we 
are going to walk through, but I need 
to set up the pitch first. 

If we took every tax that our Demo-
crat colleagues talk about in the Ways 
and Means Committee and did what 
they call a revenue-maximizing rate, 
there is a rate that you can charge that 
the economists—this is economic mod-
eling where you maximize tax collec-
tions before it rolls over and people 
change their behavior and the tax col-
lections go down. 

We actually added it up—maximize 
estate taxes, maximize income taxes, 
maximize corporate taxes, maximize 
capital gains taxes. We maximized ev-
erything, and then we also came back 
and said, all right, here is the max-
imum number taxing the rich. This is 
the top 2 percent. If you make $400,000 
or higher, you are part of the top 2 per-
cent of income in America. You have to 
understand that. 

Then we also did if you did the eco-
nomic effect, what they call the dy-
namic score, which is always the real 
number we get. 

So here is our $2.5 trillion borrowing. 
If you did the full max on Democrats 
and got every dime, you get about $700 
billion. 

If you actually do the real number 
where the dynamic score comes in 
about $450 billion, you have just maxi-
mized all taxes. It gets you a fraction 
of the talking points. 

My reason for going through these 
boards—how do I say this politely 
without sounding like a jerk? Our 

brothers and sisters have to decide. 
They may actually believe these num-
bers, but they are not real. 

How do you make public policy that 
saves this country when half of your 
brothers and sisters here say: No, we 
just tax people over $400,000. We will be 
fine. 

You show the slide, and it is nowhere 
near that. It is the unwillingness to 
deal with the reality of the math. 

This is one you and I have talked 
about a couple of times where if you 
basically look at our history—go back 
to 1950 because, actually, what is fas-
cinating is from 1950 until recently, 
you actually have history where some-
times we have had really, really high 
marginal tax rates, 90 percent for the 
top income earners. 

After tax reform, you are lower, but 
you took away a bunch of the deduc-
tions. You took half of society and re-
moved them from the tax rolls. They 
don’t pay income taxes. 

We actually built lots of charts that 
sort of show, during times of high tax 
rates, you get pretty much the same 
part of the size of the economy in 
taxes. Low marginal tax rates, you get 
the same part of the economy in taxes. 

There is this concept that it always 
goes back to the mean, so the way you 
get more tax receipts to government is 
growth in the economy. That is the 
magic. That is how you get more tax 
receipts. It is growth. 

When we have really high marginal 
rates, chart after chart shows you get 
the mean. When you have had very low, 
you get the mean, but it is a bigger pie 
because the economy starts growing 
again. 

You show this to our Democrat 
brothers and sisters, and they will 
often say: I have seen that, but my vot-
ers don’t like that because it doesn’t 
satiate the feeling of punishing. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. When 
we have talked about this, because we 
have time when we are in meetings to 
talk about this—I want you all to try 
and just bear with me a little bit. I 
know that at some point, you say, I 
don’t know if I like this dog-and-pony 
show. 

In my district, PA–16, the average in-
come for a family of four—mom, dad, 
two children—is $54,000. This is where 
it really starts to make sense. 

Federal revenues this year will be the 
highest we have ever gotten. They are 
projected to be $5 trillion. That is a lot 
of money. I mean, it is almost incom-
prehensible. 

What we are projected to spend is $6.9 
trillion. You say, okay, well, that is 
only—that is not that far apart. It is 
only $1.9 trillion. Here is what it 
means. This is where it starts to sink 
in. That means a family that I rep-
resent in western Pennsylvania earning 
about $50,000 a year is spending $69,000 
a year. 

You see what we are getting to. Be-
cause when we reduce the numbers 
down, first of all, the high numbers are 
just so high, it is unimaginable. It is 
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also unimaginable that we can ever pay 
the debt down. 

I would just say this to you. If we 
continue on the path we are going, if 
we disregard the basic math that 
stands there, and the way we do it—I 
can tell you that most of the time that 
I pay monthly bills, it is at our kitchen 
table. I open my checkbook, and I start 
doing the subtract, subtract, subtract, 
subtract. I am just trying to under-
stand how we can be so reckless. 

None of you would do this because 
you have too much respect for your 
children and grandchildren’s future, 
and you also have too much respect for 
yourselves. Nobody would consciously 
do this. That is the problem. 

One of my favorite movies—I just 
want to make a point. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. You are not 
going to do movie reviews, are you? 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. The 
movie I love is called ‘‘A Few Good 
Men.’’ Have you seen this movie? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Yes. 
Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Jack 

Nicholson is in it, and he is being 
cross-examined in a military trial. 

They keep asking him questions, and 
at the end, he becomes so frustrated, 
he said: ‘‘You can’t handle the truth.’’ 

In our lives, the people who raised 
us—our moms, our dads, our grand-
parents—would never have done to us 
what is happening right now and what 
we are doing to our own grandchildren. 

b 1500 

We have to handle the truth. We have 
to face the truth—this path that we are 
on, this mission that we are on, and 
this idea that somehow we have to get 
the message out to our hardworking 
American taxpayers that our future is 
being destroyed because of irrespon-
sible spending. 

Now, just to be sure on this, your So-
cial Security will never be touched. 
Medicare and Medicaid are not going to 
be touched. The banks are never going 
to forgive the interest on our loans. 
That is the reality of it. 

When you understand it that way, it 
becomes, oh, my gosh, what are we 
going to do? So, we sit there and try to 
figure out what it is that we can do to 
save the future for our children, and I 
looked at pictures yesterday with your 
two children. What are we doing to 
these kids? What are we doing to them? 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, in 
some ways, Mr. KELLY and I are the yin 
and yang of districts. I have a very 
highly educated district, a fairly pros-
perous district. I represent Scottsdale, 
Phoenix. I am blessed to have grown up 
there. I have to accept that the eco-
nomic experience that a lot of my peo-
ple have is going to be very different 
than his, but we are all in the same 
boat. 

Let’s get back to trying to help peo-
ple understand the reality. I do need to 
amend something Mr. KELLY is saying, 
though. We used to talk here that this 
debt is an existential risk to our 
grandkids. I am sorry. It is a risk to 

your retirement. There is the reality 
and the math. If you are retiring any-
time now and in the near future, you 
have to understand that we are heading 
toward the time when we are going to 
have to turn the printing presses on. 
When we turn on those printing press-
es, we wipe out your savings. 

Besides the misery we create for the 
devaluing of the dollar, devaluing of 
every bit of your savings, making it so 
our kids can never afford—high inter-
est rates out to the future, but it is not 
a crash. It is actually an extension of 
potentially decades of misery. 

Folks don’t think this way. I keep 
coming back to trying to make the tax 
collection argument. Let’s talk about 
why this is so important. 

Here is the 1950s, when we had a 90.5 
percent tax on the top income earners. 
Here is a deep secret: The tax code 
today is more progressive than it was 
back then because they had the lower 
middle class pay income taxes back 
then. Today, they are off the tax rolls. 

Back then, 7.2 percent of the econ-
omy came in in income taxes, even 
though we had 90 percent. You go over 
all the years there has been tax reform, 
so 2020, let’s do that year, we function-
ally had a mean tax of 37 percent, not 
90 percent as that high part of the mar-
ginal tax rate, but we are getting 9.2 
percent of the economy. 

Most people have no idea what I am 
talking about, but here is the economy, 
and here is a really high marginal tax 
rate. We have a history of this, and re-
peatedly, you are only getting about 7 
percent of the economy in taxes. We 
lowered the marginal tax rate for these 
top brackets, and now we are getting 
over 9 percent. We get dramatically 
more because the economy got bigger. 

Show this to our brothers and sisters 
on the left, and they will often say, 
yes, I know, but it doesn’t feel like I 
am punishing people. The amazing 
irony is that the highest income Amer-
icans vote for Democrats, not Repub-
licans. It is the bizarreness. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to Mr. KELLY to 
ask how many billionaires he thinks 
are in his district. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. I don’t 
think there are many. The people I rep-
resent are either in ag or in the fields, 
in the mines, in the mills, on the rails. 
They are blue-collar people who are 
living an incredibly strong life because 
those families, the nuclear family, the 
mom and dad raising children, are the 
key to our success going forward, and 
an education. Based on the very foun-
dations of what we know is true, is ac-
curate, has been proven over the ages, 
the gift that America gave all of its 
citizens was the gift of education. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT and I can talk all 
day. I wish the gallery was full. I really 
wish the gallery was full. It is not a 
message of anger. It is a message of 
hope. We have to change our spending. 
We cannot sustain this irresponsible 
trajectory. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, 
there is a path where this works, and I 

want to double down on something. I 
want to make it perfectly clear: We are 
not defending rich people, not defend-
ing poor people, not defending the mid-
dle class. We are just trying to tell the 
truth. 

This is how it works. This is about a 
society that prospers. Prosperity is 
moral, and we first need to shut down 
the excuses for not actually doing any-
thing, saying oh, don’t worry. 

Democrats do it. They had all sorts 
of chances to do it before this session. 
They knew the math was a fraud, but it 
makes for great talking points because 
then they can get on MSNBC or CNN 
and say we should just do this and we 
will be fine. It is not true. 

There doesn’t seem to be a reporter 
in this city who owns a calculator. 
This is one Mr. KELLY and I have actu-
ally touched on. What happens when 
you have really high capital gains 
rates or really low capital gains rates? 
It turns out, when you raise capital 
gains rates really high, like some of 
our Democrat proposals, you actually 
get less revenues. We have charts of 
this going back to ’54 when we started 
to play with some of those rates. 

I am going to show some numbers 
here when we get ready to close that if 
everything was at revenue maximizing, 
whether it be capital gains, estate, in-
come, even corporate, take a look and 
you are only going to get about 11⁄2 per-
cent of the economy in additional reve-
nues, additional receipts. 

This year, we are borrowing 9 percent 
of the entire economy, and there is the 
elegance of really good pro-growth tax 
policy. 

I have been on this floor dozens of 
times, and Mr. KELLY and I have talked 
about this for a couple of years now. 
There are things you can do to crash 
the price of healthcare—the adoption 
of technology and taking on something 
that is very uncomfortable, obesity and 
diabetes. We need to take on things 
that are killing our brothers and sis-
ters. 

Remember, in the last 4 years, life 
expectancy in America has gone down. 
Next decade, we have more deaths than 
births in America. How do you help 
people understand? It is beyond just 
those of us who are math and budget 
geeks. The morality is what Mr. KELLY 
talked about, which is why I asked him 
to come share this time with me. 

I need someone like him who is able 
to talk to people’s hearts because 
sometimes I don’t think I do it well. I 
sound like an accountant on steroids. 

The morality of opportunity, the mo-
rality of prosperity, the morality of 
our brothers and sisters—and I don’t 
care if you are one of my Tribal com-
munities, your rural communities, an 
urban community, take a look at the 
statistics of our brothers and sisters 
who are dying of diabetes and other 
diseases when we actually can have in-
credible impact of having them be 
healthy. 

How do you get this body to see that, 
sometimes, great math is also great 
morality? 
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Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. I would 

pose this for those of you who have 
been watching: Are we making sense? 
If we are making sense, can you please 
raise your hand? Does this make sense 
to you about what we are talking about 
or what we are doing with your dollars? 
No, it doesn’t make sense. 

We can’t have the interaction with 
the gallery. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. They are not al-
lowed to actually see them react to 
you. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. This is 
their House. We just happen to rep-
resent them. This is your House. Ev-
erything that goes on in this House is 
being done by people who are voted in 
to represent you, not represent them-
selves, but represent you. If it is not 
making sense, we need to know be-
cause, I have to tell you, it makes no 
sense to me at all what we are doing, 
not only to our future, but to our 
present. 

If we can’t grasp what is happening 
right now—that is why I talk about 
kitchen table economics. If I can re-
duce this down to a $1 bill that I would 
hand you and say, oh, by the way, that 
first 73 cents, give it back to me. You 
can keep the 27 cents, but then I am 
going to take another 13 cents. 

When you really get down to it, it is 
so small what it is that we can control. 
In your own lives, you know if you 
have a mortgage payment come due, if 
you have a car payment come due, if 
you have healthcare costs come due, 
you can’t walk away from that. At 
some time or other, a lender is going to 
say to you: Do you know what? We 
would love to help you, but we can’t. 
The math doesn’t work. It is not good 
for you. 

When we talked about this the other 
day, the real challenge is to make sure 
that we understand the path that we 
are on and not try to sugarcoat it for 
you. 

I know for myself the hardest lessons 
in life to learn are the days that you 
lost something. I wish I could go back 
and sit across from my mother and fa-
ther and thank them for what they did 
for us, sit across from my grandparents 
and thank them for what they did for 
us. I can’t thank them enough for what 
they did for us. 

I am just so disappointed that we 
haven’t performed as well as they have 
and made it possible for us to enjoy the 
most incredible country the world has 
ever known, a nation of people that is 
so diverse. There is no place else in the 
world. None of us are thinking about 
leaving to go someplace else, but it is 
our responsibility to make sure that it 
is a sustainable business model. 

If I am not connecting with you, I 
apologize for that, but only because we 
have to understand the dilemma that 
we are in. This is not a scare tactic, by 
the way. This is a wake-up moment 
that we have to be aware of what is 
happening right now to each of us 
every day in every way. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. I am sorry you 
have to hear it all the time sitting next 

to me, but the math will win. The 
math will always eventually win. 

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to the 
time remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arizona has 9 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
am going to run through a couple of 
boards real quick. It is going to be a 
little thick. I am going to do them 
quick, and we will put these up on the 
website. If anyone really wants to dive 
into this, I believe Brian Reedle about 
2 weeks ago published a fairly sub-
stantive—with amazing footnotes, so if 
you actually care about the subject, 
get it, read it, pull out your calculator. 
You will see it proves out. 

I am going to blow through this real 
quick to sort of help people understand 
why some idiot on the floor of the 
House is walking people through max-
imum sustainable revenue calcula-
tions. I am trying to make a point that 
there isn’t an easy fix here. 

If we do a deficit commission or 
something of that nature, it turns out 
it is going to be complex. You are 
going to have to deal with things that 
don’t seem interrelated but are. You 
are going to have to talk about immi-
gration, technology, maybe AI, maybe 
a tax code that promotes growth. You 
are going to have to talk about chang-
ing the way we finance parts of 
healthcare. You have to do it all at the 
same time. You have seen this place. 
We are having trouble walking and 
chewing gum at the same time. 

Let’s blow through this real quick. 
Part of the studies out there, and this 
is from CBO, OMB, and also the Tax 
Policy Center and the U.S. Treasury 
have all confirmed these numbers. If 
you did a maximum sustainable rev-
enue from taxing the rich—let’s first 
do individual income taxes. 

If you took the rich and said you are 
the top 2 percent income earners—this 
is functionally anyone over $400,000— 
we are going to put a tax rate that 
maximizes receipts before the calcula-
tions say revenues would roll over. For 
some of those, that is like adding an-
other 10 points on top of it. Then you 
actually tax some other parts of estate, 
put a bunch of money into enforce-
ment. You do all the things. 

These are all the Democrat proposals 
added up. You are picking up another 
half a point of GDP or so. I have a 
board where I add it all. 

Then we added in maximizing cor-
porate taxes. Looks like we can get up 
to about another 0.8 percent of GDP if 
you maximize taxes because we have a 
little problem in the United States. 
You go up to like the 28 percent cor-
porate tax rate, the next increment, 
and you see a bleed saying: Well, screw 
it. We are just going to recharter the 
headquarters in Ireland. 

You hit this point where you start to 
roll over. This is in the liberal models, 
conservative models, people that just 
do models. You walk through every-
thing, from the corporate tax hikes 

that Biden has been promoting, even 
the new international tax that Sec-
retary Yellen has been pushing, do the 
additional corporate savings by IRS en-
forcement mechanism, add that all up, 
and what do you get from that? 

Then, you go in and actually add in 
investment taxes. We are going to raise 
capital gains up to like 39.6 percent, 
which we know at that point you hit a 
wall and actually get less money in the 
taxes. 

You close all the loopholes. You ac-
tually remove the ability to roll over 
certain assets—1031 exchanges, in kind. 
You take those all away. You basically 
say we have done everything to start 
to maximize income taxes from the 
rich. It is a lot of money. 

b 1515 

You actually take a look—sorry, we 
had very little time, we took these di-
rectly from the report. You can get up 
to—if you do what they call static—no 
economic effects, that is about 2 per-
cent of the economy in new taxes. 

Then when you do the actual, okay, 
people, stop working, it changes invest-
ment and people basically hunker 
down. So the economic models, you ac-
tually get about 1.1 to 2 percent, so a 
mean of 11⁄2 percent. That is a lot of 
money. That is 11⁄2 percent of the econ-
omy in new taxes. 

Did I mention we are borrowing 9 
percent of the economy just this year? 

The utopian tax, everything of that 
$400,000 and up, you have maximized 
every single tax. We are borrowing 9 
percent of the economy just this year 
and every tax proposal will get you an-
other point and a half. 

Does anyone see a little problem? 
We are living in this fantasy world. 
God knows, I love my charts and I 

sometimes feel guilty for all—but this 
one is actually really important, par-
ticularly if you are one of my progres-
sive left acquaintances and you care 
about income inequality and progres-
sivity and all those kinds of things. 

Today’s income tax code is the most 
progressive in U.S. history. The top 
percent of income earners now pay 
more of the Federal income tax than at 
any time in U.S. history. This is after 
our tax reform that Mr. KELLY and I 
worked on. 

Yet, I promise you today and tomor-
row someone will come to that micro-
phone and say, well, the Republicans 
give it away to rich people. Except we 
are taxing them more as a percentage 
of the tax collections because we re-
moved so many of our brothers and sis-
ters, the 50 percent of folks in the—eco-
nomic term—lower quartiles who don’t 
pay income taxes now. 

Here is the problem, it grew the econ-
omy right up to the time of the pan-
demic, then we started spending money 
like crazy on corporate subsidies— 
Democrat proposals. It is fascinating. 

They accuse us of liking Big Busi-
ness, yet they are the ones giving hun-
dreds and hundreds of billions of dol-
lars out as subsidies to corporate 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:10 Sep 30, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00048 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29SE7.057 H29SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4907 September 29, 2023 
America. At the same time, our tax re-
ceipts are falling when they are doing 
it. 

It is the weirdest economy you have 
ever seen. It basically shows monetary 
policy, their Keynesian economics, 
have fallen flat on their face. 

Last board. Even when you start to 
do the adjustments for what they call 
income inequality—you normalize 
those. We have a more progressive tax 
system today than we ever had before. 
When a Member of Congress looks at 
you in the eyes, and says: Well, we are 
just going to tax people over $400,000, 
that solves the problem. 

I showed you the boards, it doesn’t 
come close to solving the problem of 
saving Social Security in 9 years. It is 
only 11⁄2 percent of GDP when we are 
borrowing 9 percent. 

Mr. KELLY, you have been here longer 
than I have. Do we have anyone we 
work with that owns a calculator that 
is willing to save this country? 

I will let you do the close. 
Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Arizona for the chance to work with 
you, and all our friends in the gallery. 

This is called the people’s House be-
cause it is truly your House. Anybody 
that is here was elected, they didn’t 
just walk in and sit down. They take 
an oath of office to do things in your 
best interest. 

What we have been trying to go 
through—and we have looked at all the 
different charts. All of you probably 
have a $1 bill somewhere in your wallet 
or your purse. I want you to imagine, 
taking this $1 dollar bill, and this is 
what you actually can control when it 
comes to the spending. 

So when I hear this thing about: 
Well, you just have to cut spending, 
you just have to cut spending. That is 
fine. Could you please give me a road 
map of what you want us to cut? 

That is not accepted because that is 
not what is being fed to you. I am 
going to tell you; we are here because 
of you. We are here for you. I thought 
the dollar bill was the easiest way to 
show it because we are all used to that. 

Mr. Speaker, I have 10 grand-
children—and maybe you can all relate 
to this. When our kids were growing up 
they liked to go skiing in the winter-
time because I am from Pennsylvania. 
They came to me one time, and said, 
Dad, can we go skiing? I said, No, I 
don’t have the money to go this week-
end. They said, Sure you do. They went 
under the bed and picked out my 
checkbook that has three checks to a 
page. My son said, Here, you have all 
kinds of money. I said, Well, you have 
to put the money in before you can 
write the check to take it out. 

That was a concept that a child 
didn’t understand, and unfortunately, 
there are too many children rep-
resenting you here right now that don’t 
understand what is taking place in 
every American home and with every 
one of our hardworking American tax-
payers. 

We are here for you. I don’t care if 
you are Republican, Democrat, Liber-
tarian, or say, I wish you people would 
stay the heck out of our lives, we are 
here representing you. I would ask you 
to please communicate with the people 
who represent you to let them know 
that you are concerned about the way 
the country is going and the future, 
not only for our grandchildren and 
children, but also for us. 

I hope we get through, and if we 
didn’t, please contact us. We are here 
every day for you. There is no other 
reason for us to be here other than for 
you. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from ref-
erencing occupants in the gallery. 

f 

DISGUSTED WITH GOVERNMENT 
SPENDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
BURCHETT) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I want 
you folks to know that I won’t be as el-
oquent as my friend, and I won’t be as 
long either. You all will be able to get 
out of here if you are waiting for a 
break. If you need to get up and go, you 
go, you are not hurting my feelings one 
bit. 

Mr. Speaker, I am absolutely dis-
gusted with the way our government 
spends money and where it puts its pri-
orities. We spent over $114 billion on 
Ukraine. Don’t get me wrong, Putin is 
a thug and I wish the Lord would take 
him out. Russia’s GDP is somewhere 
between that of France and Canada. 

We have given Afghan refugees over 
$2,200 a month and we only sent the 
Maui residents one single $700 payment 
when they lost everything. Illegal 
aliens cost the Texas taxpayers some-
where around $850 million. 

Folks, we are over $33 trillion in 
debt. Fitch, which is a rating agency, 
recently downgraded the United 
States’ credit rating because of the 
general government deficit, which it 
anticipates will be 6.3 percent of gross 
domestic product in 2023, when it was 
only 3.7 percent in 2022. That is a huge 
jump for 1 year. Folks, that has almost 
doubled. 

Another reason they gave was leader-
ship, and that has been over the last 20 
years. That cuts both ways. That is 
both parties. The United States spends 
approximately $300 billion each month. 
That is nearly $7 million each minute. 
It only takes our government 2 hours 
and 22 minutes to spend a billion dol-
lars if you can imagine that. 

We are all on the verge of a govern-
ment shutdown, which none of my col-
leagues want—contrary to popular be-
lief. Some of us conservative folks 
aren’t sitting in a room hoping for this 
because we don’t want our constituents 
to suffer undue pain because of our 
lack of work. 

However, this out-of-control spending 
needs to change. Many of my Repub-
lican colleagues and I, we are going to 
fight for that change to happen today— 
not in 30 days or 3 months or right be-
fore Christmas because that has pretty 
much been the plan. 

We pass a continuing resolution for 
30 days, and then they say: We need an-
other one for 30 days. Guess what? We 
are backed up to the Christmas holi-
day. Then they say: We need to pass an 
omnibus. 

Basically, an omnibus is just a large 
continuing resolution. In my opinion, 
it is chock full of goodies for powerful 
Members of this body. It is also chock 
full of goodies for lobbyists and their 
specialist interests that we continue to 
grease. 

Mr. Speaker, there are several solu-
tions we can bring to the table. My col-
league, JODEY ARRINGTON from Texas, 
chairs the Budget Committee. I was on 
that committee and I asked to be 
taken off of it. If you know anything 
about our history in the last 30 years, 
we have not passed a dadgum budget, 
we haven’t even attempted to because 
we don’t want to. 

The people in power in both parties— 
if we pass a budget, there would be a 
lot more accountability and you all 
would know what was going into it. 
You would probably get disgusted and 
send a few of us home. 

My friend, JODEY ARRINGTON, chairs 
that committee now, and he has a plan 
that would balance our budget in the 
next 10 years. 

Mr. Speaker, if we just went back to 
pre-COVID spending levels, we could 
balance this budget. 

Now, I dare say there is probably 
very few Americans that could tell me 
something that has been added to their 
plate since COVID from the Federal 
Government that they could not do 
without. Yet, we continue on this 
spending spree. 

As I have stated many times with 
these continuing resolutions, they tell 
us to pass a continuing resolution so 
we don’t have to pass another con-
tinuing resolution. Well, that line of 
thinking is like telling a crackhead 
that I am going to give you more crack 
to get you off of crack. The truth is we 
are just addicted to money, and now we 
are addicted to our great grand-
children’s money. 

We need to make some serious cuts 
to our bloated government in areas 
where we don’t need it. We have way 
too many bureaucrats. Yesterday, I 
brought several amendments to the 
floor, literally, due to the Holman rule 
which allows us to line-out certain in-
dividual people’s pay. They were 
caught doing something illegal in the 
past administration and they were 
fired, yet this administration seemed 
like they should bring them back. They 
brought the people back that helped 
them get back. That is your Federal 
Government. 

Mr. Speaker, my daddy fought in the 
Second World War in the Marine Corps 
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in the 1st Marine Division all the way 
across the Pacific. My mamma’s broth-
ers all went to the war. My dad’s broth-
er went to the war. My mamma actu-
ally flew an airplane during the war be-
cause her eldest brother, Roy, had got-
ten killed. 

I tell you all that to tell you this: our 
Pentagon is a bloated disaster. I prefer 
to call them the war pimps because 
that is exactly what they are. Every 
year we pass a bigger and more bloated 
budget for the Pentagon. This year, I 
believe it was $30 billion more than the 
year prior to the last budget—I believe 
that is correct—more than even Presi-
dent Joe Biden had asked us to put in. 

Yet, when folks like myself question 
it, people question our patriotism. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not offended by 
much up here, but that is the cherry on 
top. We should stop focusing so much 
on passing a bill that will be totally 
fine in the Senate. As we said during 
the debt ceiling debate, we should put 
our stake down. Now we don’t want to 
put our stake down. We want to send a 
bill over there, at one time, that would 
just cut the rate of growth, which is 
Washington speak for not cutting any-
thing. 

We are not Senate Democrats; we 
can’t pass a budget that looks like 
theirs. The art of compromise should 
be in there. 

When I was in the State legislature 
in Tennessee, I was the House sponsor 
of a bill to raise the speed limit. I 
asked for 85, knowing that I would get 
70. Oddly enough, my Senate colleague 
was STEVE COHEN, who is now my col-
league here in the United States Con-
gress. We compromised, but we knew 
what we needed. 

Mr. Speaker, truth be known, I 
brought Peyton Manning to the floor of 
the House the week before. I probably 
could have gotten 100 miles an hour 
and maybe even gotten Communism, I 
am not sure, or I might have been 
anointed as king at that point because 
Peyton was, and still is, that popular. 
That was a different time. 

b 1530 

We have got to make some serious 
changes now or we are going to lose 
our dadgum country. 

I always remember my daddy, who 
was a World War II veteran. We were at 
our house in West Knoxville, 8220 
Bennington Drive—I no longer live 
there. We were in the dining room, I re-
member, one of the few times it was 
cleaned out. We always cleaned it out 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas, but 
most of the time it was for storage. 

We were in there, and we had this lit-
tle color TV that was over there. We 
were watching the election results that 
were coming in that night, and they 
were not going very well. 

I remember my daddy said the bless-
ing. It was just me and him, and we had 
a Mr. Gatti’s pizza, or, as I like to say, 
we were having a traditional Italian 
meal. Don’t send me any letters, I real-
ize that is not very traditional. 

Anyway, daddy said the prayer, he 
said the blessing. Really all he said 
was: Lord, please do not let us lose our 
country. 

I guess that is what drives me now 
because, dadgummit, I am afraid we 
are going to lose our country. Con-
tinuing down this road of reckless 
spending is going to be the quickest 
way to get us there. We need to stop 
spending the American people’s hard- 
earned money like we are a kid in a 
candy store. 

One of the areas where we could be 
doing some cuts, in my opinion, I think 
we should close down our Department 
of Education. Now, I have a degree in 
education. My mama was a school-
teacher for her whole life. My sister 
has a degree in education. My daddy 
was a dean at the University of Ten-
nessee. 

I didn’t mean defund education, but 
if we would just send that money to 
the States and stop Washington, D.C., 
from taking its cut off the top, I think 
we could go a long ways. 

There is not one bureaucrat in Wash-
ington, D.C., in the Department of Edu-
cation who ever taught a little kid how 
to read at Sarah Moore Greene Elemen-
tary School in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
and I daresay there never will be. How-
ever, they are going to be taking their 
cut off the top, just like the mob does, 
and that needs to stop. 

We need to allow the States the re-
sponsibility that they deserve, to be re-
sponsible stewards of our money, and 
send it to them and let them decide. 
What works in Washington, D.C., sure 
as heck doesn’t work in Claiborne 
County in east Tennessee. 

We have got to stop spending the 
American people’s hard-earned money 
like we are a kid in a candy store with 
a credit card with no limit because 
that limit is coming due. 

We do not need a continuing resolu-
tion. We don’t need to play any more 
games. We just need clean bills with 
real cuts to get our country back on 
track. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for your 
time, and I appreciate the folks in the 
audience’s indulgence. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from ref-
erencing occupants in the gallery. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 32 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1955 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BICE) at 7 o’clock and 55 
minutes p.m. 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 
Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 55 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order and pur-
suant to House Resolution 742, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Sat-
urday, September 30, 2023, at 10 a.m. as 
a further mark of respect to the mem-
ory of the late Honorable DIANNE GOLD-
MAN BERMAN FEINSTEIN. 

Thereupon, (at 7 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Sat-
urday, September 30, 2023, at 10 a.m. as 
a further mark of respect to the mem-
ory of the late Honorable DIANNE GOLD-
MAN BERMAN FEINSTEIN. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER: Committee on 
Rules. House Resolution 741. Resolution pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.R. 5525) 
making continuing appropriations for fiscal 
year 2024, and for other purposes (Rept. 118– 
230). Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri: Committee on 
Ways and Means. H.R. 4822. A bill to improve 
price transparency with respect to certain 
health care services, and for other purposes; 
with an amendment (Rept. 118–231, Pt. 1). Or-
dered to be printed. 

Mr. JORDAN: Committee on the Judiciary. 
H.R. 1505. A bill to modify the prohibition on 
recognition by United States courts of cer-
tain rights relating to certain marks, trade 
names, or commercial names; with an 
amendment (Rept. 118–232). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. JORDAN: Committee on the Judiciary. 
H.R. 3578. A bill to make technical amend-
ments to update statutory references to pro-
visions reclassified to title 34, United States 
Code, and to correct related technical errors 
(Rept. 118–233). Referred to the House Cal-
endar. 

Mr. JORDAN: Committee on the Judiciary. 
H.R. 3506. A bill to make technical amend-
ments to update statutory references to cer-
tain provisions classified to title 7, title 20, 
and title 43, United States Code, and to cor-
rect related technical errors (Rept. 118–234). 
Referred to the House Calendar. 

Mr. JORDAN: Committee on the Judiciary. 
H.R. 3496. A bill to make technical amend-
ments to update statutory references to cer-
tain provisions which were formerly classi-
fied to chapters 14 and 19 of title 25, United 
States Code, and to correct related technical 
errors (Rept. 118–235). Referred to the House 
Calendar. 

Mr. JORDAN: Committee on the Judiciary. 
H.R. 3571. A bill to make technical amend-
ments to update statutory references to cer-
tain provisions classified to title 2, United 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4909 September 29, 2023 
States Code, title 50, United States Code, and 
title 52, United States Code, and to correct 
related technical errors (Rept. 118–236). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mrs. RAMIREZ (for herself, Ms. 
TLAIB, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. 
CASAR, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms. CROCKETT, 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia, Ms. NORTON, and Ms. OCASIO- 
CORTEZ): 

H.R. 5827. A bill to promote the establish-
ment of resident organizations and provide 
additional amounts for tenant organizations, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Financial Services, and in addition to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GARBARINO: 
H.R. 5828. A bill to reauthorize the Na-

tional Flood Insurance Program; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. BARR (for himself, Ms. KUSTER, 
Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. 
WILD, Mr. MOYLAN, Mr. ROGERS of 
Alabama, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. BUCSHON, 
Mr. MEUSER, Mr. ROGERS of Ken-
tucky, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. 
DAVIS of North Carolina, and Mr. 
MANN): 

H.R. 5829. A bill to amend title II of the 
Public Health Service Act to provide clarity 
with respect to coverage of claims against 
health care practitioners providing health 
professional volunteer services at commu-
nity health centers during declared emer-
gencies; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. BURCHETT: 
H.R. 5830. A bill to prohibit commercial 

DNA testing services from disclosing the ge-
netic information of United States nationals 
to foreign entities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. COLE (for himself, Ms. MCCOL-
LUM, and Mr. BRECHEEN): 

H.R. 5831. A bill to provide for the equi-
table settlement of certain Indian land dis-
putes regarding land in Illinois, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY: 
H.R. 5832. A bill to authorize Inspectors 

General to continue operations during a 
lapse in appropriations, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Ms. TITUS, Mr. CASTRO of 
Texas, Ms. LEE of California, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. SHER-
MAN, Ms. WILD, Mr. COHEN, and Mr. 
SCHIFF): 

H.R. 5833. A bill to protect Saudi dissidents 
in the United States, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in 
addition to the Committees on Intelligence 
(Permanent Select), and the Budget, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Mr. 
ISSA, and Ms. CROCKETT): 

H.R. 5834. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize Johanna’s 
Law, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. EDWARDS: 
H.R. 5835. A bill to amend title 40, United 

States Code, to increase the mileage of the 
Appalachian Development Highway System 
to provide for improvements to and expan-
sion of Corridor K in North Carolina, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER (for himself, Mr. 
ALFORD, and Mr. GREEN of Ten-
nessee): 

H.R. 5836. A bill to prohibit immediate 
family members of executive branch officials 
from using their family’s influence to benefit 
in foreign business dealings, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. GARBARINO (for himself and 
Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas): 

H.R. 5837. A bill to provide additional re-
quirements for the purchase and sale of con-
ventional mortgages by the enterprises, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas (for 
himself and Mr. CISCOMANI): 

H.R. 5838. A bill to improve immigration 
adjudicatory capacity, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and in addition to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN (for her-
self, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. 
SOTO, Mr. GUEST, Mr. DAVIS of North 
Carolina, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. VICENTE 
GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. WALTZ, Mr. 
SWALWELL, Mr. MAST, and Mr. 
JAMES): 

H.R. 5839. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to assess technology 
needs along the maritime border and develop 
a strategy to address such needs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security. 

By Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana (for him-
self, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. 
TITUS, Mr. GREEN of Tennessee, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, and Mr. GUEST): 

H.R. 5840. A bill to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to stream-
line the enrollment processes for individuals 
applying for a Transportation Security Ad-
ministration security threat assessment for 
certain programs, including the Transpor-
tation Worker Identification Credential and 
Hazardous Materials Endorsement Threat 
Assessment programs of the Administration, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee (for him-
self, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. HIGGINS of 
Louisiana, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. STRONG, 
Ms. LEE of Florida, Mr. EZELL, Mr. 
BRECHEEN, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mr. 
CISCOMANI, and Mr. GUEST): 

H.R. 5841. A bill making continuing appro-
priations for the salary and expenses of cer-
tain excepted employees of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection and U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee (for him-
self, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. 
HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. EZELL, Mr. 
BRECHEEN, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mr. 
GUEST, and Mr. WALTZ): 

H.R. 5842. A bill to amend title 14, United 
States Code, to make appropriations for 
Coast Guard pay in the event an appropria-
tions Act expires before the enactment of a 
new appropriations Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana (for him-
self and Ms. LETLOW): 

H.R. 5843. A bill to temporarily extend the 
National Flood Insurance Program; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. KELLY of Mississippi (for him-
self and Mr. KILMER): 

H.R. 5844. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to decrease the distance 
away from home required for a member of a 
reserve component of the Armed Forces to be 
eligible for the above-the-line deduction for 
travel expenses; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. KUSTOFF: 
H.R. 5845. A bill to amend the Federal De-

posit Insurance Act to address transaction 
account guarantees, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Financial Services, and 
in addition to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. LARSEN of Washington (for 
himself, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. BERA, 
Ms. NORTON, Ms. ROSS, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, and Mr. TORRES of New 
York): 

H.R. 5846. A bill to protect against seasonal 
and pandemic influenza, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on 
Financial Services, and the Budget, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. LATURNER (for himself, Ms. 
TITUS, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. CASTRO of 
Texas, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, and Mr. 
MCGOVERN): 

H.R. 5847. A bill to establish the Inter-
national Children with Disabilities Protec-
tion Program within the Department of 
State, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER (for himself, 
Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas, Mr. MEUSER, 
Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. BEAN of Florida, 
Mr. LALOTA, and Mr. ALFORD): 

H.R. 5848. A bill to prohibit the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration 
from directly making loans under the 7(a) 
loan program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Small Business. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER (for himself, 
Mr. COSTA, Mrs. KIM of California, 
Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. KEAN of New Jer-
sey, Mr. BACON, Mr. CISCOMANI, Mr. 
MOORE of Alabama, Mr. SMITH of New 
Jersey, Mrs. CAMMACK, and Mrs. 
HINSON): 

H.R. 5849. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow refunds of Federal 
motor fuel excise taxes on fuels used in mo-
bile mammography vehicles; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MANN (for himself and Mr. 
MOOLENAAR): 

H.R. 5850. A bill to nullify modifications 
made by the Food and Drug Administration 
on January 3, 2023, to the risk evaluation and 
mitigation strategy under section 505–1 of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(21 U.S.C. 355–1) for mifepristone, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Ms. MENG (for herself, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. 
LAWLER, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, and 
Ms. SALAZAR): 

H.R. 5851. A bill to require the USAID 
Youth Coordinator, in their role as defined 
by the USAID Youth Policy, to coordinate 
cross-sectoral international development ef-
forts related to youth, inclusive of youth, 
peace, and security, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. NORCROSS (for himself and 
Mr. HORSFORD): 
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H.R. 5852. A bill to amend the Workforce 

Innovation and Opportunity Act to provide 
training services linked to employment de-
mand through skills training grants, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

By Mr. OGLES: 
H.R. 5853. A bill to provide that Members 

of Congress may not receive pay after Octo-
ber 1 of any fiscal year in which Congress has 
not approved a concurrent resolution on the 
budget and passed the regular appropriations 
bills; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration. 

By Ms. PORTER (for herself, Ms. 
DEGETTE, Mr. DOGGETT, and Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY): 

H.R. 5854. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to require complete and 
accurate data set submissions from Medicare 
Advantage organizations offering Medicare 
Advantage plans under part C of the Medi-
care program to improve transparency, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, Mr. CONNOLLY, and Mr. 
MCGOVERN): 

H.R. 5855. A bill to enshrine the legacy of 
Jamal Khashoggi by protecting activists and 
journalists, codifying the Khashoggi Ban, 
and introducing the Khashoggi Amendment 
to the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self, Mr. MCCAUL, Ms. WILD, Mrs. 
WAGNER, Ms. MANNING, Ms. SALAZAR, 
Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. WILSON of South 
Carolina, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, and Mr. 
BURGESS): 

H.R. 5856. A bill to reauthorize the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Education and the Workforce, and 
the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. VAN DREW (for himself, Mr. 
FALLON, Mr. DONALDS, Mr. HIGGINS of 
Louisiana, Mr. NEHLS, Mrs. LESKO, 
Mr. HUNT, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. POSEY, 
Ms. TENNEY, Mr. GUEST, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mr. BUCHANAN, and Mr. SES-
SIONS): 

H.R. 5857. A bill to provide that no Federal 
funds may be used for the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement Secure Docket 
Card Program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ (for herself, Mr. 
MORELLE, and Mr. JACKSON of Illi-
nois): 

H.R. 5858. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for activities 
to increase the awareness and knowledge of 
health care providers and women with re-
spect to ovarian, endometrial, and cervical 
cancer, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida (for herself, 
Mr. MOLINARO, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Ms. TITUS, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Mr. DOGGETT, Ms. ROSS, 
Mr. MOULTON, Ms. NORTON, Ms. 
TOKUDA, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. COHEN, 
Mr. STANTON, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
BOWMAN, Mr. CARSON, and Mr. 
SCHIFF): 

H.R. 5859. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish a program to 

provide grants to protection and advocacy 
systems to advocate for individuals with dis-
abilities to access transportation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. SANTOS: 
H.J. Res. 94. A joint resolution proposing 

an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States limiting pay for Members of 
Congress and requiring legislation to reduce 
the national debt; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mrs. TORRES of California (for her-
self, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, and Mr. 
GROTHMAN): 

H. Con. Res. 70. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing support for designation of the first 
Friday of October as ‘‘Manufacturing Day’’; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

By Ms. PELOSI: 
H. Res. 742. A resolution expressing the 

profound sorrow of the House of Representa-
tives on the death of the Honorable Dianne 
Goldman Berman Feinstein; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself and Mr. 
GUTHRIE): 

H. Res. 743. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of September 2023 as ‘‘Na-
tional Workforce Development Month’’; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

By Mr. CASE (for himself, Mrs. STEEL, 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. MOYLAN, 
Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. CARBAJAL, Ms. 
CHU, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. JACOBS, Mr. 
KILMER, Mr. LAMALFA, Ms. LEE of 
Nevada, Ms. MENG, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. SABLAN, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, 
Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. TITUS, Ms. 
TOKUDA, Mr. VARGAS, and Mr. 
VALADAO): 

H. Res. 744. A resolution recognizing the 
month of October 2023 as Filipino American 
History Month and celebrating the history 
and culture of Filipino Americans and their 
immense contributions to the United States; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

By Mr. CORREA (for himself and Ms. 
TLAIB): 

H. Res. 745. A resolution expressing pro-
found sorrow over the death of Alexander Mi-
chael Odeh; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability. 

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Mr. 
BACON, Mr. ISSA, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. 
CROCKETT, Mrs. TORRES of California, 
and Mrs. HAYES): 

H. Res. 746. A resolution supporting the 
designation of September 2023 as ‘‘National 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month‘‘; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability. 

By Mr. ELLZEY: 
H. Res. 747. A resolution supporting the 

goals and ideals of Red Ribbon Week during 
the period of October 23 through October 31, 
2023; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK (for himself, Mr. 
PANETTA, and Ms. CHU): 

H. Res. 748. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of the week beginning on 
November 6, 2023, as ‘‘National School Psy-
chology Week’’; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

By Mr. KEATING (for himself and Mr. 
WILSON of South Carolina): 

H. Res. 749. A resolution supporting 30 
years of diplomatic relations between the 
United States and the independent Czech Re-
public and Slovak Republic, highlighting 
their assistance to Ukraine, and supporting 
continued democratic resiliency; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. MCCOLLUM (for herself and Mr. 
MOLINARO): 

H. Res. 750. A resolution recognizing Oper-
ation Green Light for Veterans for sup-
porting veterans and raising awareness 
about important county resources available 
to help veterans transition to civilian life; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. NORCROSS (for himself, Ms. 
BONAMICI, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. CAR-
SON, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. 
COHEN, Mr. COSTA, Ms. DEAN of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. 
HARDER of California, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. 
LIEU, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, 
Mrs. MCBATH, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. 
PAYNE, Mr. PETERS, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. SCHNEIDER, 
Ms. TITUS, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. TOKUDA, 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. WILD, 
and Ms. VELÁZQUEZ): 

H. Res. 751. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of October 1, 2023, as ‘‘Na-
tional Animal Rescue Day’’ to create aware-
ness of the importance of animal adoption, 
to educate on the importance of spaying and 
neutering animals, and to encourage animal 
adoptions throughout the United States; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

By Ms. TOKUDA (for herself and Mr. 
CASE): 

H. Res. 752. A resolution recognizing and 
honoring the first responders and those who 
lost their lives in the Maui wildfires in Au-
gust 2023 that affected thousands of people; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Mrs. RAMIREZ: 
H.R. 5827. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress shall have power to lay and 

collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to 
pay the debts and provide for the common 
defense and general welfare of the United 
States 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Provides for tenants’ right to organize and 

participate in resident organizations and to 
be free from retaliation. 

By Mr. GARBARINO: 
H.R. 5828. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill reauthorizes the National Flood 

Insurance Program through March 31, 2024. 
By Mr. BARR: 

H.R. 5829. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill extends certain liability protec-

tions available for health care practitioners 
who provide voluntary health care services 
in declared emergencies through a commu-
nity health center other than the one that 
initially sponsored them. 

By Mr. BURCHETT: 
H.R. 5830. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit commercial DNA testing serv-

ices from disclosing the genetic information 
of United States nationals to foreign enti-
ties. 

By Mr. COLE: 
H.R. 5831. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill grants jurisdiction to the U.S. 

Court of Federal Claims, gives the Miami 
Tribe of Oklahoma 1 year to bring their land 
claim forward, and extinguishes the title and 
claims to land in Illinois. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY: 
H.R. 5832. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To authorize Offices of Inspectors General 

to continue operations during a lapse in ap-
propriations. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY: 
H.R. 5833. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill holds Saudi Arabia accountable 

for the murder of Jamal Khashoggi and their 
ongoing global intimidation and harassment 
campaign against dissidents, journalists, and 
human rights activists. 

By Ms. DELAURO: 
H.R. 5834. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I of the U.S. Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
to reauthorize Johanna’s Law, which raises 

awareness of ovarian cancer and other 
gynecologic cancers. 

By Mr. EDWARDS: 
H.R. 5835. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
‘‘Regulate commerce with foreign nations, 

and among the several states, and with the 
Indian tribes.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Increases the Appalachian Development 

Highway System from 3,090 miles to 3,105 
miles for improvements to and the expansion 
of Corridor K in North Carolina. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER: 
H.R. 5836. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit the immediate family members 

of the President, Vice President, and cabinet 
officials from working for foreign companies. 

By Mr. GARBARINO: 
H.R. 5837. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill amends the Fannie Mae and 

Freddie Mac charter acts to clarify that title 
insurance protecting the lien priority is re-
quired for a loan to be a conventional mort-
gage and thus eligible for sale to the Enter-
prises. The bill also requires that prior to 
the Enterprises offering a new business, 
product, or activity they must seek the ap-
proval of FHFA and Congress. 

By Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas: 
H.R. 5838. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Article 1, section 8, clause 1; Article 1, sec-
tion 8, clause 18 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To improve immigration adjudicatory ca-

pacity, and for other purposes. 
By Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN: 

H.R. 5839. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
Congress shall have the power . . . ‘‘To 

make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the fore-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by 
this Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The bill would require the Secretary of 

Homeland Security to conduct a technology 
needs analysis for operational and border se-
curity technology along the U.S. maritime 
border, and to develop a plan to address such 
needs. 

By Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana: 
H.R. 5840. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The bill streamlines the procedures of en-

rollment in the security threat assessment 
programs administered by TSA, including 
TWIC and HME. 

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee: 
H.R. 5841. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 9, Clause 7 of the Con-

stitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Should there be a lapse in appropriations, 

the U.S. Customs and Border Protection and 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
will still have available funds in order for its 
uniformed and civilian personnel to carry 
out their respective duties. 

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee: 
H.R. 5842. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 9, Clause 7 of the Con-

stitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Should there be a lapse in appropriations, 

the US Coast Guard will still have available 
funds in order for its uniformed and civilian 
personnel to carry out their respective du-
ties. 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana: 
H.R. 5843. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitu-

tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To extend the National Flood Insurance 

Program until January 15, 2023 
By Mr. KELLY of Mississippi: 

H.R. 5844. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Tax 

By Mr. KUSTOFF: 
H.R. 5845. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Under Article 1, Section 8, the Necessary 
and Proper Clause. Congress shall have 
power to make all laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing powers and all Powers 
vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Depart-
ment of Officer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
This legislation reforms deposit insurance 

and modifies the regulatory approval process 
for certain acquisitions of financial institu-
tions. 

By Mr. LARSEN of Washington: 
H.R. 5846. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health 

By Mr. LATURNER: 
H.R. 5847. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion, specifically clause 18 (relating to the 
power to make all laws necessary and proper 
for carrying out the powers vested in Con-
gress). 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To establish a grant program at the U.S. 

Department of State to support the capacity 
of disability rights organizations and fami-
lies of children with disabilities abroad to 
advocate for necessary reforms. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER: 
H.R. 5848. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit the Administrator of the Small 

Business Administration from directly mak-
ing loans under the 7(a) loan program, and 
for other purposes. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER: 
H.R. 5849. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 and Article I, 

Section 8, Clause 3. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986 to allow refunds of Federalmotor fuel 
excise taxes on fuels used in mobile mam-
mography vehicles. 

By Mr. MANN: 
H.R. 5850. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following—Article 1, 
Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit the use of federal funds for im-

plementing REMS for Mifepristone and to 
nullify the January 2023 REMS modifications 
for mifepristone. 

By Ms. MENG: 
H.R. 5851. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Youth 

By Mr. NORCROSS: 
H.R. 5852. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1, Sec. 8, 

Cl. 18) 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Workforce Development 

By Mr. OGLES: 
H.R. 5853. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide that Members of Congress may 

not receive pay after October 1 of any fiscal 
year in which Congress has not approved a 
concurrent resolution on the budget and 
passed the regular appropriations bills. 

By Ms. PORTER: 
H.R. 5854. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-

rity Act to require complete and accurate 
data set submissions from Medicare Advan-
tage organizations offering Medicare Advan-
tage plans under part C of the Medicare pro-
gram to improve transparency, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. SCHIFF: 
H.R. 5855. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Foreign affairs. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H.R. 5856. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Human Trafficking 

By Mr. VAN DREW: 
H.R. 5857. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Sec. XIII of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide that no Federal funds may be 

used for the U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement Secure Docket Card Program, 
and for other purposes. 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ: 
H.R. 5858. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress shall have Power to . . . pro-

vide for the . . . general Welfare of the 
United States; . . . 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health 

By Ms. WILSON of Florida: 
H.R. 5859. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the 
United States Constitution and Amendment 
XVI of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the Secretary of Transportation 

to establish a program to provide grants to 
protection and advocacy systems to advocate 
for individuals with disabilities to access 
transportation, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. SANTOS: 
H.J. Res. 94. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Proposing an amendment to the Constitu-

tion of the United States limiting pay for 
Members of Congress and requiring legisla-
tion to reduce the national debt. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 496: Mr. MANN. 
H.R. 537: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 549: Mr. CARSON, Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. 

LUETKEMEYER, Mr. CLINE, and Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 562: Mr. CROW. 
H.R. 594: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 595: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 619: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, 

Mr. MOLINARO, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr. NEGUSE, 
Mr. BUCHANAN, and Mr. STAUBER. 

H.R. 620: Mr. MOLINARO, Mr. LANGWORTHY, 
Mr. STAUBER, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. NEGUSE, 
and Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas. 

H.R. 621: Mr. CARL, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. WEBER of Texas. 

H.R. 625: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK and 
Mr. ALLRED. 

H.R. 651: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 655: Ms. PEREZ. 
H.R. 681: Mr. CASE, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. 

NEWHOUSE, and Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 700: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H.R. 704: Ms. KUSTER, Mr. CLINE, Mr. 

PAYNE, Ms. NORTON, and Mr. DAVIS of North 
Carolina. 

H.R. 807: Ms. SLOTKIN and Mr. DELUZIO. 
H.R. 889: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 895: Mr. SCHNEIDER. 
H.R. 926: Ms. MCCLELLAN and Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 927: Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr. LYNCH, and 

Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 932: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 958: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 972: Mr. MURPHY. 
H.R. 1015: Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. MOULTON, and 

Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 1045: Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. DELUZIO, Ms. 

KUSTER, and Mr. NEAL. 
H.R. 1083: Mr. NEAL and Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 1191: Mr. EVANS, Mr. PAPPAS, and Mr. 

MIKE GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 1321: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 1323: Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 1330: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 1342: Ms. SEWELL, Mr. DAVIS of North 

Carolina, Mr. FROST, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. 
GOLDMAN of New York, and Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 

H.R. 1378: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 1401: Mr. NICKEL and Mr. MCCAUL. 
H.R. 1465: Mr. MOORE of Alabama. 
H.R. 1511: Ms. SEWELL. 
H.R. 1570: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 1591: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 1634: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 1691: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. 
H.R. 1719: Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. WILD, and Mr. 

LEVIN. 
H.R. 1740: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. 
H.R. 1750: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 1767: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 1777: Mr. HUNT. 
H.R. 1801: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 1806: Mr. AMODEI. 
H.R. 1810: Mr. AMODEI. 
H.R. 1814: Mr. SCHIFF and Mr. HARDER of 

California. 
H.R. 1831: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 1842: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 2365: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, 

Mr. MANN, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Ms. PETTERSEN, 
Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms. PEREZ, and Mr. CROW. 

H.R. 2400: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 2604: Mrs. DINGELL and Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 2614: Mr. MCGARVEY, Ms. KAMLAGER- 

DOVE, and Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 2630: Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. KUSTOFF, 

Ms. PETTERSEN, and Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 2673: Mr. LOUDERMILK, Ms. BUDZINSKI, 

Mr. BIGGS, Ms. MANNING, Mr. DUNCAN, and 
Mr. KEATING. 

H.R. 2715: Mr. FROST and Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 2818: Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 2830: Ms. MANNING and Mr. KEAN of 

New Jersey. 
H.R. 2871: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 2918: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 2953: Mrs. FLETCHER and Mr. KIM of 

New Jersey. 

H.R. 2966: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 2974: Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 2986: Mr. MANN. 
H.R. 3033: Mr. CROW. 
H.R. 3086: Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 3167: Mr. MAST. 
H.R. 3184: Mr. CORREA. 
H.R. 3228: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 3269: Mr. BURLISON. 
H.R. 3381: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. 

LANGWORTHY, Ms. PETTERSEN, and Mr. NICK-
EL. 

H.R. 3422: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 3433: Ms. MACE and Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 3473: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 3547: Mr. VARGAS. 
H.R. 3561: Mr. NICKEL and Mr. MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 3624: Mr. ALFORD. 
H.R. 3654: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 3668: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 3713: Mr. FROST and Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 3792: Mr. HUNT, Ms. WILSON of Florida, 

Mr. OWENS, and Mr. MOLINARO. 
H.R. 3842: Mr. LALOTA and Mr. 

FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 3955: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 3970: Mr. TORRES of New York and Ms. 

BROWNLEY. 
H.R. 4034: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 4070: Mr. NICKEL and Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 4118: Mr. WALTZ. 
H.R. 4173: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 4175: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 4198: Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 4212: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 4362: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia, 

Mr. LALOTA, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. VALADAO, Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. LATURNER, Ms. 
MACE, Mr. SELF, and Mr. MILLS. 

H.R. 4442: Mr. D’ESPOSITO. 
H.R. 4443: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 4519: Mr. SCHNEIDER and Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 4569: Mr. ESPAILLAT and Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 4579: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 4581: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 4619: Mr. ROUZER. 
H.R. 4659: Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 4721: Mr. LALOTA. 
H.R. 4726: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 4731: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 4758: Mr. YAKYM and Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 4818: Mr. PENCE. 
H.R. 4844: Mr. FROST, Ms. KUSTER, and Ms. 

PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 4851: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 4867: Mr. NORCROSS and Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 4878: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 4893: Mr. NADLER and Mr. CROW. 
H.R. 4968: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 4970: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 4988: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 5006: Mrs. KIM of California. 
H.R. 5008: Ms. SÁNCHEZ. 
H.R. 5049: Ms. SEWELL. 
H.R. 5077: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 5082: Mrs. MCBATH. 
H.R. 5134: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 5159: Mr. HIMES, Mr. TORRES of New 

York, Ms. ROSS, Mr. DAVIS of North Caro-
lina, and Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 

H.R. 5175: Ms. BROWNLEY and Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 5182: Mrs. MCBATH. 
H.R. 5275: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia. 
H.R. 5283: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 5353: Mrs. PELTOLA and Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 5361: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 5383: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 5399: Mr. MULLIN, Mr. SMUCKER, Ms. 

SALINAS, Mr. GOMEZ, and Mr. DAVID SCOTT of 
Georgia. 

H.R. 5402: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 5406: Mr. MANN. 
H.R. 5415: Mr. MANN and Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 5434: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 5455: Ms. GRANGER and Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 5480: Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. DAVIS of Illi-

nois, and Ms. CROCKETT. 
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H.R. 5486: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 5498: Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 5502: Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 5511: Ms. BONAMICI and Mr. SABLAN. 
H.R. 5530: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 5561: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 5563: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 5568: Ms. MANNING, Ms. BARRAGÁN, 

and Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 5585: Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.R. 5587: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 5589: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 5601: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. GOLD-

MAN of New York, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. SMITH 
of Washington, and Mr. FROST. 

H.R. 5619: Ms. LEE of California, Mr. 
VARGAS, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. PETERS, and Mr. 
LARSEN of Washington. 

H.R. 5623: Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 5631: Mr. NEWHOUSE and Mr. DAVIS of 

North Carolina. 
H.R. 5633: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 5635: Ms. HAGEMAN. 
H.R. 5641: Mr. MILLER of Ohio, Mr. 

LANGWORTHY, Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr. GOLD-
EN of Maine, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. YAKYM, Mr. 
STAUBER, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. KELLY of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. TURNER, 
Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Mr. SCOTT of Vir-
ginia, Mr. SESSIONS, Ms. GRANGER, Mrs. 
LESKO, Mr. BAIRD, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
BUCHANAN, Mr. OBERNOLTE, Mr. SCHNEIDER, 
Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. GREEN of 
Tennessee, Mrs. HINSON, and Mr. POSEY. 

H.R. 5646: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, Mr. 
SMITH of Washington, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, 
Ms. OMAR, Ms. BROWN, and Mrs. HAYES. 

H.R. 5647: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 5653: Mr. LANGWORTHY and Mr. 

SMUCKER. 
H.R. 5665: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 5667: Mr. EVANS, Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, 

Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. 
CARTWRIGHT, Mr. ALLRED, Mrs. FLETCHER, 
Mr. SCHNEIDER, Ms. CROCKETT, and Ms. 
SCHRIER. 

H.R. 5670: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. 
MOSKOWITZ, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. SOTO, and Mr. 
RUTHERFORD. 

H.R. 5683: Mr. QUIGLEY and Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 5685: Mrs. HAYES and Mr. GARCÍA of Il-

linois. 
H.R. 5686: Mr. HILL and Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 5694: Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. CAREY, Mr. 

WILLIAMS of Texas, Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr. 
CRAWFORD, Mrs. LESKO, Ms. STEFANIK, Ms. 
PEREZ, Mr. BUCHANAN, and Mr. MORAN. 

H.R. 5696: Mr. MOYLAN and Ms. 
SPANBERGER. 

H.R. 5699: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 5701: Ms. ADAMS, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. 

JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. MCGOVERN, and Ms. 
SALINAS. 

H.R. 5711: Mr. BEAN of Florida, Ms. HOYLE 
of Oregon, Mr. PAPPAS, and Mrs. SYKES. 

H.R. 5713: Mr. NORMAN. 
H.R. 5721: Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 5725: Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.R. 5728: Mrs. PELTOLA, Mr. BEYER, and 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 5735: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 5739: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 5757: Ms. KUSTER, Mrs. PELTOLA, and 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 5758: Ms. BROWN, Mr. PALLONE, and 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. 
H.R. 5779: Ms. PEREZ and Mr. HERN. 
H.R. 5791: Mr. ROY, Mr. WENSTRUP, and Mr. 

ADERHOLT. 
H.R. 5800: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 5810: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. 

JAYAPAL, Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Ms. LEE of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms. CARAVEO, 
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, Ms. KAPTUR, 
and Ms. WILD. 

H.R. 5814: Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 5822: Ms. STANSBURY, Mr. ESPAILLAT, 

Ms. MENG, Ms. CHU, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. BUSH, 
Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. 
PRESSLEY, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. WILLIAMS of 
Georgia, Mr. KILMER, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Ms. LEE 
of California, Mr. THOMPSON of California, 

Ms. NORTON, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. BLUMENAUER, 
Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms. 
TITUS, Ms. ADAMS, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. GREEN 
of Texas, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. BEYER, 
Mr. HORSFORD, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. JOHNSON 
of Georgia, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. 
KHANNA, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. DEAN of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. TRONE, Ms. 
JAYAPAL, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Ms. LEGER 
FERNANDEZ, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mr. MCGOVERN, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. OMAR, Ms. JACKSON LEE, 
Mr. SABLAN, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Ms. 
MCCLELLAN, Ms. BROWN, Ms. PINGREE, and 
Mr. GALLEGO. 

H.J. Res. 89: Mr. TRONE. 
H.J. Res. 92: Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. 
H.J. Res. 93: Mrs. BICE and Mr. CRANE. 
H. Con. Res. 13: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York, 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia, and Mrs. CHA-
VEZ-DEREMER. 

H. Res. 108: Ms. BROWNLEY. 
H. Res. 234: Mr. LAWLER. 
H. Res. 416: Mr. LAMALFA and Mr. PAPPAS. 
H. Res. 425: Ms. DELBENE and Mr. TRONE. 
H. Res. 434: Mr. GREEN of Texas. 
H. Res. 528: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H. Res. 627: Ms. VAN DUYNE and Mrs. MIL-

LER of West Virginia. 
H. Res. 678: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 

BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. GALLAGHER, Ms. PIN-
GREE, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. PAYNE, Ms. DEAN 
of Pennsylvania, Ms. ROSS, Mr. CORREA, Ms. 
LEE of California, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. 
NORTON, and Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 

H. Res. 683: Mr. ROY. 
H. Res. 700: Mr. CORREA. 
H. Res. 717: Mr. SMITH of Washington and 

Ms. BROWN. 
H. Res. 720: Ms. PEREZ. 
H. Res. 734: Mr. GOMEZ and Mr. SOTO. 
H. Res. 739: Mr. GIMENEZ and Mr. BAIRD. 
H. Res. 740: Mr. TURNER. 
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(Legislative day of Friday, September 22, 2023) 

The Senate met at 10 a.m., on the ex-
piration of the recess, and was called to 
order by the President pro tempore 
(Mrs. MURRAY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
God of our weary years and silent 

tears, we continue to believe in Your 
sovereignty. 

As we edge closer to a government 
shutdown, we choose to believe that 
You are still in charge. We continue to 
believe that the hearts of our law-
makers are in Your hands and You turn 
their plans as You desire. We continue 
to believe that in everything You are 
working for the good of those who love 
You and that Your purposes will pre-
vail. 

Lord, we pause to thank You for the 
life and legacy of Senator DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN. May her death teach us to num-
ber our days, that we may have hearts 
of wisdom. 

Have Your way, Lord—have Your 
way. You are the potter. We are the 
clay. 

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask that the Senate observe a moment 
of silence in honor of Senator DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN. 

(Moment of silence.) 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

majority leader. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President— 

the first woman President pro tempore 
of the U.S. Senate—earlier this morn-
ing, we lost a giant in the Senate. 

Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN was one of 
the most amazing people whoever 
graced the Senate, whoever graced the 
country. She had so many amazing, 
wonderful qualities wrapped up in one 
incredible human being. She was 
smart. She was strong. She was brave. 
She was compassionate. 

But maybe the trait that stood out 
most of all was her amazing integrity. 
Her integrity was a diamond. Her in-
tegrity shone like a beacon across the 
Senate and across the country for all 
to see and, hopefully, emulate. 

DIANNE FEINSTEIN would typically 
say, when you asked her how was she 
voting on something: Let me study this 
issue before taking a position. Let me 
go home and read on it. And when she 
came back, if she believed the cause or 
the vote was right and vital to any 
issue she cared about, she not only 
voted for it, there was no stopping her 
in getting it done. 

She would take on any force, any 
special interest, any opponent with re-
lentless integrity and would wear those 
opponents down until she succeeded. 
Again, her integrity just shown 
through them. And she won and she 
won and she won and each time made 
the country a better place. 

I saw this up close when she passed 
the assault weapons ban, a passion of 
hers after what happened to her in 
California. The NRA was a relentless, 
often mean-spirited and chauvinistic 
foe. They oozed vitriol against her. But 
they didn’t scare her. They didn’t stop 
her. And they failed against her. Like 
most of her opponents, they failed 
against her. Her perseverance, her 
strength, and most of all her integrity 
shown through. 

I was privileged to carry the bill in 
the House after she had passed it in the 
Senate. She guided me every step of 
the way, and her strength and her in-
tegrity strengthened all of us who were 
fighting that uphill fight. 

As we went through that bill, it be-
came clear to me, DIANNE FEINSTEIN is 
not like the others. She is in a class of 
her own. 

Of course, it wasn’t just the assault 
weapons ban she fought her. Her ac-
complishments also included cham-
pioning the Violence Against Women 
Act, protecting oversight authority 
during the investigation into U.S. tor-
ture, fighting for climate justice, fight-
ing for marriage equality, fighting for 
reproductive justice—the list goes on 
and on. 

As chair of the Intelligence Com-
mittee, DIANNE fought for what was 
right. Even if it was hard and difficult 
and took months and years to dig in 
and find out what actually went wrong, 
she never stopped. 

She took on the CIA and inserted 
Congress’s oversight authority during 
the investigation into the United 
States’ use of torture. 

Through all of her accomplish-
ments—this one and all the others—she 
always displayed quintessential grace 
and strength. None of these ‘‘sons of 
guns’’ against her ever rattled her. 

I remember a few years back, when a 
particularly nasty Senator tried to put 
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Senator FEINSTEIN down in a conde-
scending—many would say—chau-
vinistic way. She reacted not defen-
sively but with strength and poise and 
integrity. And within 3 minutes, she 
put this colleague in his place. By the 
end of it, everyone in the room, on 
both sides of the aisle, was smiling. 
That was DIANNE to a tee—powerful, 
prepared, unflappable. 

She had to be. Whenever she did 
something, she was often the first to do 
it. She was elected as the first woman 
president of the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors, the first woman to serve 
as mayor of San Francisco, the first 
woman to serve as U.S. Senator for 
California, the first woman to chair 
both the Senate Rules and Intelligence 
Committees, the first woman member 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
The list goes on and on and on and on. 

Our Nation will be forever thankful 
to Senator FEINSTEIN for the accom-
plishments she fought for. 

I, too, am personally indebted to 
DIANNE, not just as a colleague—which, 
of course, I am in so many ways as a 
colleague—but as a friend and as a fa-
ther of two daughters. 

DIANNE’s work extended far beyond 
the U.S. Senate floor, as she gave a 
voice, a platform, and a leader to 
women throughout the country for dec-
ades. 

DIANNE didn’t just push down doors 
that were closed for women, she held 
them open for generations of women 
after her to follow her. 

She gave a voice, a platform, and a 
model for women across the country 
who aspire to roles in leadership in 
public service who want to leave their 
own mark on the world, who want to 
make this country a better place for 
others. 

Today, there are 25 women serving in 
this Chamber, and every one of them 
will admit they stand on DIANNE’s 
shoulders. 

So DIANNE’s impact extended far be-
yond the Senate floor and far beyond 
politics itself. 

Today, we grieve. We look at that 
desk, and we know what we have lost. 
But we also give thanks—thanks to 
someone so rarefied, so brave, so grace-
ful a presence that someone like that 
served in this Chamber for so many 
years. 

In closing, let me just say this: The 
sign of a leader is someone who dedi-
cates the whole of their spirit for a 
cause greater than themselves; the sign 
of a hero is someone who fights for oth-
ers, who endures for others no matter 
the cost, no matter the odds; and the 
sign of a friend is someone who stands 
by your side to fight the good fight on 
good days and on the bad. 

DIANNE FEINSTEIN was all of this and 
more, a friend, a hero for so many, a 
leader who changed the nature of the 
Senate and who changed the fabric of 
the Nation—America—for the better. 

As the Nation mourns this tremen-
dous loss, we are comforted in knowing 
how many mountains DIANNE moved, 

how many lives she impacted, how 
many glass ceilings she shattered along 
the way. America—America—is a bet-
ter place because of Senator DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN. 

Today, I join with my colleagues in 
mourning our beloved friend and col-
league. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCHATZ). The Republican leader is rec-
ognized. 

f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, you 
know how we always refer to each 
other as ‘‘my friend’’ from whatever 
State it is. Honestly, frequently, that 
is not true. 

But Elaine and I were actual friends 
of Dick and DIANNE. Elaine served on a 
corporate board with Dick for a num-
ber of years. When they were in town 
together, we would frequently have 
dinner together. 

Elaine and I got married shortly 
after the 1992 election, and I remem-
bered that DIANNE gave us a small de-
piction of the Capitol. I looked at it 
this morning because it is still on the 
wall and remembered our dear col-
league as a truly remarkable indi-
vidual. 

As the majority leader has pointed 
out, she was an incredibly effective 
person at every line, at level, and she 
was at all of those levels on the way to 
the Senate. 

Those of us who were fortunate to 
call DIANNE our colleague can say we 
served alongside the longest serving fe-
male Senator in American history. 

DIANNE was a trailblazer in her be-
loved home State of California, and our 
entire Nation is better for her dogged 
advocacy and diligent service. 

Over the past three decades, the sen-
ior Senator from California was also 
the steady hand leading sensitive and 
consequential work as head of the In-
telligence Committee and the Judici-
ary Committee. Her name became syn-
onymous with advocacy for women and 
with issues from water infrastructure 
to counterdrug efforts. 

Of course, as the first woman to lead 
her hometown board of supervisors and 
then govern as mayor, she was making 
history and making a difference long 
before she came to the Senate. 

And as much as this institution and 
the American people will remember 
DIANNE’s devoted public service, as I 
indicated earlier, Elaine and I will also 
remember and cherish the friendship of 
30 years we were fortunate to share 
with DIANNE and Dick. 

So, today, I know the entire Senate 
family is gathering around Senator 
FEINSTEIN’s loyal staff. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with DIANNE’s daughter 
Katherine, her granddaughter Eileen, 
the entire Feinstein family, and with 

all who mourn our dear colleague and 
friend. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, before 
I yield to the President pro tempore, I 
would like to acknowledge DIANNE’s 
daughter Katherine with Speaker 
PELOSI in the Gallery. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
President pro tempore. 

f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, yes-
terday, the senior Senator from Cali-
fornia came onto the floor through 
those doors to do her job. She voted. 
She voted to make sure that our coun-
try would continue to move forward 
and not shut down. That was DIANNE. 
She did her job every day. She cared 
about her country. She cared about her 
State. She cared about doing a job, no 
matter how tough it is, for the future 
of America, and she did it with dignity 
and respect every single minute. 

Today, you will hear accolades from 
across the country, lists of legislative 
accomplishments from her early days, 
all the way through her career. What I 
just want to say today: It is a true loss 
to America. It is a loss to her family. 

My heart is with you. 
It is a loss to her colleagues from 

California who have served with her 
and know her as I do—as a tower of 
strength—to our colleagues on the 
floor who have worked with her on a 
laundry list of legislation that you will 
hear about and is way too long to list 
today. 

But, to her constituents, you need to 
know we depended on her just as you 
did, and she was here every day to fight 
for you, no matter what. She fought for 
women. She fought for those who were 
victims of gun violence. She fought for 
foreign policy that was remote to most 
people, but she knew every detail. And 
when DIANNE spoke, the rest of us 
stopped and we listened. 

Mr. President, she was a friend. I was 
sworn into office just a few weeks after 
she was, and she was always there for 
us, in matters big and small, in mat-
ters of our country, in matters of pol-
icy, and always as a friend. 

To those of you who don’t know, she 
was the most generous Senator I have 
ever known. I remember one time when 
I noticed that her purse was really 
nice, and I said: DIANNE, that purse is 
beautiful. 

Two days later, I got one delivered to 
my door. That was DIANNE. She saw 
people. She knew people. She saw that 
she could be someone whom we all 
needed, and she saw that she could be 
there when she was needed—and she 
was there. 

I will have more to say about my 
friend of more than 30 years over the 
next few days, and I am sure we will 
hear so much today. But I am so sorry 
I didn’t hug her when she went back 
out that door yesterday. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-

ior Senator from Maine. 
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REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
with great sadness today to honor my 
friend and our colleague Senator 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN. She was a pioneer 
and a strong and dignified leader. 

DIANNE, who was the longest serving 
woman in Senate history, had a career 
marked by many firsts: the first 
woman to serve as mayor of San Fran-
cisco, the first woman Senator to rep-
resent California, the first woman to 
serve as the chair of the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee, and the first 
woman to serve on the Senate Judici-
ary Committee. 

DIANNE was such a strong presence in 
the Senate. She was a determined and 
tenacious advocate. Many of us worked 
closely with her on the Intelligence 
Committee, where she was such an ex-
cellent chairman. She was always fair, 
respectful, informed, and strong. We 
worked together on the Appropriations 
Committee as well, where she chaired 
the Energy and Water Subcommittee. 
Many of us were her allies on the Vio-
lence Against Women Act and the Re-
spect for Marriage Act. 

The Senate and the country have lost 
a model Senator—elegant, graceful, 
kind, compassionate, strong, informed, 
intelligent. 

I have also lost a dear friend. I put up 
this watercolor painting that DIANNE 
did and gave me so many years ago. It 
has hung in my office ever since, and it 
will have a place of honor there always. 
Every time I would pass by, I would 
look at it and think about how tal-
ented DIANNE was in so many different 
areas. I treasure this painting. 

When I became engaged 11 years ago, 
it was DIANNE who sponsored a recep-
tion for me and my now-husband Tom 
Daffron in her home in Washington. My 
story is very similar to that of the Re-
publican leader. 

I was also reminded when I heard 
Senator MURRAY talk about DIANNE’s 
generosity. At one point one year, she 
bought seersucker suits for every 
woman who was serving in the Senate 
so that we could all participate in 
Seersucker Thursday. That was 
DIANNE. She paid attention to the 
smallest details and to the largest 
issues that affected not only our coun-
try but the world. 

Most of all, DIANNE was such a role 
model for girls and women. She was a 
role model for us who came to the Sen-
ate, after she began her storied tenure 
here. I will miss DIANNE terribly. My 
heart goes out to her family, and may 
she rest in peace. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip. 

f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 
we mourn the death of a trailblazer, 
my colleague and friend Senator 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN. 

I have been privileged to have known 
DIANNE throughout her entire career in 

this Chamber and my entire time as 
well. She was my friend and seatmate 
on the Senate Judiciary Committee for 
over 20 years. When you are that close 
to someone politically—day in, day 
out, week in, week out—you pick up on 
the things that mean the most to her. 
Certainly, her family was the highest 
priority to her, over all things, but her 
life experience created what we know 
as the legacy of DIANNE. How many 
times she told the story of serving on 
the pardon and parole board for the 
State of California—the cases that she 
remembered in detail that had oc-
curred decades ago stuck with her and 
inspired her when it came to her serv-
ice on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

I think that situation also inspired 
her when it came to legislation, where 
she was looking for fairness. We cer-
tainly all know her efforts in dealing 
with the Violence Against Women Act. 
That was an extraordinary effort by 
her, on a bipartisan basis with Senator 
MURKOWSKI, Senator COLLINS, Senator 
ERNST, Senator PATTY MURRAY, and so 
many others. 

In addition to that, she recounted 
many, many times that terrible, un-
imaginable tragedy when the mayor of 
San Francisco was killed along with 
Harvey Milk, a commissioner. She was 
there at the bloody scene afterward. 
She recounted that so many times in 
the midst of her debates over an as-
sault weapons ban. 

Think about that assault weapons 
ban. It was almost the holy grail in 
politics. So many people said that is 
the one thing we absolutely have to do; 
it has to be done. She did it. She, along 
with Senator SCHUMER, who was then a 
House Member, put together the bill 
that established an assault weapons 
ban and reduced the number of deaths 
in America by gunfire. They did it, and 
she was the leader, inspired by that 
terrible tragedy with Mayor Moscone. 

I can also remember, there was a 
time, years ago, when we engaged in 
debate in this Chamber on stem cell 
science and biology. It was a com-
plicated debate. Many of us liberal arts 
lawyers were lost as they went into the 
detail. DIANNE not only led that debate; 
she had mastered the subject. And time 
and again in the caucus, when we 
would discuss it, she would be the one 
to stand up and straighten everyone 
out on the basics. She was a gifted per-
son in that regard. 

But I do want to say that there is one 
thing that Senator COLLINS noted that 
I noted many times. Members of the 
Senate, in the committee hearings, 
were given a notepad in front of them— 
the Senate Judiciary Committee was 
no exception—and a pencil nearby to 
make notes in the course of our busi-
ness. Sitting next to DIANNE all those 
years, I can’t tell you how many flow-
ers I saw her draw on those notepads. I 
asked her for one, one time. She signed 
it, and I have kept it. But it is an indi-
cation of the sweetness and the ele-
gance in her life; that, on the one hand, 

she could be arguing the most serious 
life-and-death issues in the committee 
but, on the other hand, show that kind 
of dignity and determination to bring 
the human side to the debate. 

She was one of the best, and I was 
honored to call her a friend. 

There were many times that she 
made the rollcall in the Senate Judici-
ary Committee, the last year or 2, 
when I know it was an extraordinary 
sacrifice. She was going to show up be-
cause that was her responsibility. I re-
spected her so much for that. And the 
committee divided 11 to 10, I needed 
her. She knew it, and she was there. 
She answered the call. 

She served California with such dis-
tinction. She often talked about her 
beloved Golden State, but we all know 
that she was also a treasure to the Na-
tion. 

DIANNE FEINSTEIN inspired many, 
particularly many women, to public 
service. She served California well, and 
she served our Nation, and it was my 
honor to serve with her. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-

ior Senator from Alaska. 
f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
there will be many opportunities in the 
next few days and in the weeks fol-
lowing to reflect on the life and the 
contributions of Senator DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN and, as has been noted, the sig-
nificant legislation that she advanced 
over three decades here, what that 
meant to her State, to her constitu-
ents, really, to her country, but also to 
us. 

And as I think about the work that 
we all take on here, we know that we 
are capable of much, but we are made 
even more capable by extraordinary 
staff. And one of the things that I have 
noted over the years is the extremely 
loyal staff that Senator FEINSTEIN had 
built around her. I know that they are 
grieving today, as is DIANNE’s family 
and so many friends. But I think we ac-
knowledge them at the same time of 
this very significant loss of not only a 
colleague but of a friend. 

And I think it is important that peo-
ple understand that, here in the U.S. 
Senate, a place that can be so divisive 
at times, true friendships actually 
exist. And whether it is the Republican 
leader and his wife over the years din-
ing together or, as Senator COLLINS has 
stated, just the very generous nature of 
Senator FEINSTEIN sharing—sharing 
her works, sharing her art, sharing a 
purse—I still have that seersucker suit. 

I still have that seersucker suit. 
When we all engage in the annual rit-
ual of donning the seersucker suit— 
mine is now 20 years old; I think yours 
is, too—our reality is, it is a direct re-
minder of the spontaneous generosity 
of a woman. 

DIANNE FEINSTEIN was generous. She 
was gracious. She was thoughtful. She 
was kind. There were many times when 
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we were looking into a weekend when 
we were going to be here, and she, 
being from California, and I, being 
from Alaska—recognizing that prob-
ably neither one of us was going to be 
making it to that other coast, she 
would say: ‘‘LISA, let’s go to dinner.’’ 
Sometimes, we would just spontane-
ously make that happen, and other 
times, we would just make the plans. 
But that was that outreach to do so. 

What she did as one of the female 
leaders in our women Senators group 
was she made sure that the dinners we 
have engaged in over the years, that 
those continued. She would come and 
say, ‘‘Isn’t it about time we have an-
other dinner?’’ And she would be right, 
and we would organize it. It was, again, 
a reminder of what it means to come 
together as colleagues, yes, but really 
the more that we can do to build those 
relationships that make a hard job just 
a little bit easier. DIANNE was able to 
focus on that in a giving and, again, a 
very generous—generous—way. 

I think it pained us all—it certainly 
pained me—in just these past months 
to see what I believed to be grossly un-
fair attacks on a woman who was in 
failing health. And I think for some 
who would focus on that, they would 
fail to appreciate what this extraor-
dinary woman, what this extraordinary 
leader had contributed not only to the 
Senate but, again, to her State and to 
her country. 

So as we speak of the beauty of 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN and all that she gave 
to this country, I hope we reflect on 
the words that Senator MURRAY shared 
with us—that her commitment to this 
job, her commitment to the people was 
so much that she would put her phys-
ical health, how she was feeling—some 
days, we just don’t feel like coming in, 
you know? Senator FEINSTEIN was here. 
Senator FEINSTEIN was with an institu-
tion that she cared about. She cared 
deeply about it. She wanted to make 
sure that we were the best of the best 
and we reflected that. 

I think she would actually be really 
pleased with the resolution about 
dress. I don’t need to go into that on 
the floor. But Senator FEINSTEIN was a 
woman who was put together—put to-
gether in her presence and in her bear-
ing. I think she wanted to see the Sen-
ate in a dignified and a respectful man-
ner at all times. 

As I walked in this morning, I 
thought she probably wouldn’t approve 
of my shoes, and I am sorry, DIANNE. 
But I share this because I think it dem-
onstrates again where the commitment 
of this woman was. It was to the people 
she served, but it was also to an insti-
tution that she loved and she dignified 
with everything she did right until the 
end. 

We have lost an extraordinary 
woman, and we have lost a friend. But 
they never leave. They will always be 
with us, as will DIANNE. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from California. 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, before 

I begin, I also want to acknowledge 
others who are here in the Chamber to 
be part of this tribute, part of this mo-
ment—the first of many over the com-
ing days and weeks, no doubt. 

Senator SCHUMER acknowledged 
Speaker PELOSI, Speaker Emerita 
PELOSI, and Katherine in the Gallery 
here. We do have a good amount of the 
California congressional delegation 
here as well paying their respects—the 
dean, Representative LOFGREN, and so 
many friends from the north to the 
south to the east and the west of the 
Golden State. Up in the Gallery also is 
Team Feinstein, so many of the staff 
members who make sure the office is 
always performing at peak capacity, 
just the way DIANNE insisted. I know 
that personally, and I will tell you why 
in a minute. 

But I think I speak on behalf of all of 
us when I say that it is with profound 
sadness that we bid farewell to my dear 
friend, colleague, and outright cham-
pion for the State of California, Sen-
ator DIANNE FEINSTEIN. 

As we have been hearing today, she 
was a towering figure. Let me be clear. 
She was a towering figure not just in 
modern California history but in the 
history of our State and our Nation. 
Yes, she broke barriers throughout her 
career. You heard about that from 
Leader SCHUMER, how many firsts. Her 
leadership, though, as the city of San 
Francisco’s first female mayor in the 
aftermath of the tragic assassination 
of Mayor George Moscone and Super-
visor Harvey Milk showcases her 
unique ability to lead with grace and 
strength in the face of adversity. And 
it wouldn’t be her last time. 

Following her election to the Senate 
more than three decades ago, DIANNE’s 
commitment to bipartisan collabora-
tion made her a deeply respected figure 
on both sides of the aisle. So my heart 
is full to hear the words of Senator 
COLLINS and Senator MURKOWSKI and 
others. 

She understood the importance of 
working together to find common 
ground and to get things done for Cali-
fornia, for the country, and most im-
portantly, for the American people. 
Her ability to bridge divides and find 
that consensus, especially on the 
thorniest of issues, was a testament to 
her dedication to the principles of our 
democracy and the many attributes 
you are hearing about her today. That 
is the one I have admired most and 
have worked my damnedest to try to 
emulate throughout my career and es-
pecially here in the Senate. 

Now, long before being able to serve 
together here in the Senate, DIANNE 
gave me one of my first jobs in politics 
in her Los Angeles office at a time 
early in my career when I was looking 
to make a difference for my commu-
nity and for our State. It is in part 
thanks to her groundbreaking career 
that a Latino son of immigrants could 
one day not just work for her but work 

alongside her to keep up the fight for 
the American dream. 

As we mourn Senator FEINSTEIN’s 
passing, we must also celebrate her in-
credible legacy, her contributions to 
our Nation—from gun safety and envi-
ronmental conservation to national se-
curity and healthcare reform and so 
much more—just as a reminder not 
just of the power of her example but 
the power of public service. 

For Californians, so much of our pub-
lic lands have been preserved thanks to 
her singular drive and leadership—from 
the redwoods of the Headwaters and 
the San Francisco Bay to Lake Tahoe, 
to the Southern California desert. 

We can go on and on, but it is clear-
ly—clearly—a tremendous impact she 
has had. She leaves behind a legacy of 
service, of leadership, and a deep love 
of our country and our democratic 
ideals. Senators have mentioned her 
grace, how she worked, how she carried 
herself—an example for us to follow. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t say there 
was an exception to that, and that is if 
you were one of her staff members who 
came into a meeting with her unpre-
pared. You did not want to not have 
the answer to her question. 

She was classy, absolutely. We won’t 
get into the debate about the dress 
code. As Senator MURRAY said, she was 
absolutely generous. Now, I did not re-
ceive a seersucker suit. I was not here 
at the time. But for the decades of the 
relationship that we had, every time I 
came to Washington, I made it a point 
to reach out—at a minimum, a call; a 
lot of times, a quick meeting in her of-
fice—and I always came away with 
something. More often than not, it was 
a book. She has quite a library, her col-
lection. Once upon a time, it was a 
Senate tie. There was always some-
thing. 

I, too, Senator COLLINS, have a wa-
tercolor. It is hanging at home in Los 
Angeles—my wife’s favorite—so I don’t 
have it here to display. What I do have, 
though, is a photo, as she said, from 
‘‘back in the day’’ that she sent me 
just a year ago—periodically going 
through her files, her archives—a pic-
ture from the San Francisco AIDS 
walk in 1987 but personalized—no 
autopen here; a personal note from 
Senator FEINSTEIN. 

The last story I will share, which I do 
think is unique. Another example of 
her generosity is the day I was sworn 
in to the Senate in 2021 under the most 
trying of circumstances: COVID 
prevaccine; 2 weeks after January 6; 
40,000 National Guard women and men 
on the perimeter of a fenced-off Capitol 
Complex. She honored me by escorting 
me down the center aisle to the ros-
trum and stood behind me as I was 
sworn in. Big day for me. Tough day 
not having Angela and my boys by my 
side. 

As soon as the votes were over, the 
session was over, she grabbed me by 
the hand and said: Come with me. I am 
not sorry to say I had interviews lined 
up. We marched right past reporters to 
her hideaway. 
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She immediately wanted to continue 

the dialogue of, How can I help you? 
How can I help you? I mustered up a 
little bit of courage and said: DIANNE, I 
love you, but I want to call my wife. I 
have just been sworn in to the Senate. 

So I called my wife. Angela answers. 
We immediately started FaceTiming 
each other. We were by the window so 
we could make sure the signal doesn’t 
drop. And my boys were there. DIANNE 
says: Give me the phone. I have just 
been sworn in to the U.S. Senate, and I 
am watching Senator FEINSTEIN 
FaceTime with my kids. ‘‘So proud of 
your dad. When are you coming to 
Washington? I will buy you lunch.’’ 

That was DIANNE FEINSTEIN. May she 
rest in peace, and may her legacy con-
tinue to inspire us all. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I fol-
low my colleague from California, and 
I believe he said it correctly—the leg-
acy of DIANNE FEINSTEIN. 

Our colleagues are in shock today, 
even though we knew DIANNE was ill, 
even though we knew she was 90 years 
old, even though we knew she was the 
longest-serving woman Senator. The 
fortitude that she showed and dem-
onstrated was constant. Sitting here 
just a few months ago in all-night vote- 
arama sessions, when the youngest of 
us wanted to crawl into our hideaways 
and sip coffee at 2 a.m., DIANNE was at 
her desk voting. 

At 90, she had the fortitude, as Sen-
ator MURRAY said, to vote just yester-
day. I don’t know if it was the steel 
that was cemented into her at that mo-
ment of the mayor’s assassination or 
the tragedy and cost of serving and 
knowing that you still had to move for-
ward. No matter how disastrous the 
situation was, DIANNE moved forward. 

I am so blessed to have served with 
her. But I want people to know the Na-
tion has lost a legislative giant, women 
have lost a hero, and the Senate has 
lost a true colleague. Those of us who 
are out here today know when we say 
the word ‘‘true colleague,’’ we mean 
like a true collegial colleague. Some-
times we say the word with a little 
more disdain, like our ‘‘frustrating col-
league,’’ or as Senator MCCONNELL 
said, our ‘‘good friend,’’ when maybe in 
reality, it is hard to get those words 
out. 

But DIANNE was the epitome of what 
the Senate is losing. Let’s just face it. 
DIANNE, one of her most famous 
phrases was ‘‘I have to go home and 
read tonight.’’ I bet you her family or 
her staff heard her say that because 
she meant it. She meant: I don’t know 
enough about this subject to go just 
spur off. I am literally going to study 
and analyze and find out what it actu-
ally is all about. 

How many times did DIANNE stand up 
in caucus and say: I have been reading 

a lot about this subject, but I think we 
need to know a lot more? And she 
would communicate what she knew 
and, as many of my colleagues know, 
she was always asking questions. 

For me, as a young Member coming 
here more than 20 years ago, I was 
amazed and astounded at what I might 
call the polite pushiness of DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN. I don’t know how she did it, 
but serving on the Judiciary Com-
mittee with her—and DIANNE will ob-
serve—when DIANNE’s time ran out and 
somebody tried to cut in and debate 
her, DIANNE had this way of saying: Mr. 
Chairman, this is a really important 
point and I just need to make this 
point. And the chairman would let 
DIANNE go on for another 5 minutes. 
And I thought, How does she pull this 
off? Well, I will tell you how she pulled 
it off: because people knew she was se-
rious about legislating. She was serious 
about working across the aisle. 

And probably in my early days here, 
she forged the greatest impression of 
what working across the aisle was real-
ly all about. There were times, prob-
ably, when I didn’t even agree with her, 
but she had the cache of a Senator who 
could put a deal together with both 
sides. 

I saw her great work on the Cali-
fornia Desert Protection Act, land-
mark legislation protecting California. 
I saw it on the 2007 energy bill where 
we raised CAFE standards for the first 
time in 25 years. DIANNE had a provi-
sion called Ten-in-Ten. She just evan-
gelized every minute of the day about 
why we needed higher fuel efficiency 
standards. She thought we could im-
prove it 10 miles in 10 years and she 
was right, and it became the basis of 
what that bill was. She never let any-
body off the hook during those negotia-
tions. She made sure that we got that 
done. 

I saw her work tirelessly as my col-
league Senator MURKOWSKI—she may 
not have been here yet—but she 
worked with Jon Kyl on water legisla-
tion until the cows came home, be-
cause Arizona and California had real 
water issues and DIANNE was forever 
adamant about trying to address this 
issue for the western part of the United 
States. 

So for me, I want to thank her family 
for your sacrifices, for sharing DIANNE 
with us, letting us have her as long as 
she was willing to serve and for making 
it the dedication of her life. 

Yes, that personal side of her was 
also so sweet. Most of us doodle, but 
DIANNE doodled in masterpieces. And 
she was always inviting people to din-
ner, always doing those kind little 
things for us, which means that you 
really made the Senate a more human 
place. That is what she really did. She 
just made this a more human place by 
just giving a little time and attention 
to some of the needs of your col-
leagues. But what sweet blessings; 
what sweet stories. 

I want to honor DIANNE by remem-
bering her great legacy and thanking 

all of those who were part of her life 
because, for women, we didn’t really 
know how to get all of this done here— 
how hard you push, how loud you can 
be, how much you can just get in here 
and grind away sometimes. DIANNE 
showed us that, yes, we can be trail-
blazers and do it and that the results 
really, really, really, really matter for 
people. 

I hope that people will remember 
that legacy of her and the kindness 
that went along with it and realize 
that this institution really does need 
to return to the ways of DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN. 

And if you are from California, you 
should be damn proud that your Sen-
ator is going to go in the history books 
as a forerunner for so many other 
women and for policies and behavior 
that we should be amplifying. 

I thank the President. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota. 
f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
first saw DIANNE—and I see people like 
the Speaker Emerita and so many of 
her friends and family that knew her 
long before Senator PADILLA—but 1992, 
the Year of the Woman, the national 
convention—my first national conven-
tion, a young lawyer—and there she 
was on the stage with Senator Boxer in 
that groundbreaking year. 

When I think of DIANNE, as I have 
heard from my colleagues, I think 
about the dignity she brought to this 
place; about how she would dig into 
every single issue, the independent 
thought, the trailblazing. 

She came into politics as a mayor 
and in the most tragic of cir-
cumstances. She was a city council 
member. There was an assassination, 
and there she is thrust on the national 
stage. As Senator PADILLA talked 
about, she always put California first. 

I remember, at one point when we 
were debating and speaking out on a 
national election and someone said 
something about another candidate 
having been the mayor of a tough 
town. I remember DIANNE saying: You 
don’t know what a tough town is until 
you are mayor of San Francisco. 

The way she would dig into the issues 
was probably my most memorable mo-
ment. She invited me to stay overnight 
at her house after an event; and I got 
up early in the morning and she called 
me, summoned me into her room. She 
was sitting straight up with these big 
fuzzy slippers on, on a Saturday morn-
ing, reading a 200-page bill, the Patent 
Reform Act, and she started quizzing 
me—we were both on the Judiciary 
Committee at the time, the only 
women on the Judiciary Committee— 
on the details about the bill. That was 
DIANNE. She did her homework. 

She came into politics at a time 
when there weren’t many women lead-
ers. The way she achieved her goals 
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and passed bills and did what she wants 
was not because she was just—they 
were just going to accept her as she 
was at that moment in time. It was the 
hard work. It was the relationships. It 
was the leaderships. 

When I heard about the seersucker 
suit, I had the same experience. I am 
brandnew in the Senate. I don’t have 
much resources. And DIANNE calls to 
get my measurements. That actually 
happened. And she got me one of those 
suits as well. 

When I talk to young women about 
them getting involved in politics these 
days, a lot of them shy away from it. 
We still aren’t where we are supposed 
to be with the numbers. One of the rea-
sons they give is the attacks; they 
can’t handle the negativity. When I 
think of DIANNE, she just kept her head 
high. I literally think of her posture. 
She kept her head high. She walked 
through every storm. Things would fall 
on the side, but she had a mission and 
her mission would be whatever was her 
responsibility of that day. Whether it 
was the Patent Reform Act, whether it 
was getting her groundbreaking report 
done on torture, whether it was the 
work she did in leading the historic 
legislation on the assault weapons ban, 
she kept her head up high and she led. 
That was her instinct. No matter what 
happened in this place, no matter what 
clothes changed, no matter who 
changed, she always led. And we will 
miss her today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
served beside Senator FEINSTEIN on the 
Judiciary Committee my entire time 
here, and I worked closely with her on 
the Intelligence Committee during the 
time we overlapped there. 

I am honored to join my colleagues 
in participating in this remembrance 
to her. It has been said, I think, over 
and over again, of her elegance, as Sen-
ator COLLINS said; of how put together 
she was, as Senator MURKOWSKI said; of 
how gracious she was, as pretty much 
everyone has said. Her preparedness 
was another standout virtue in this 
body. 

I have heard her say ‘‘I am going 
home to read tonight.’’ Serving with 
her on those committees, I saw over 
and over again the amount of work 
that she put herself and her staff 
through to make sure that she was 
well-prepared. I never saw a Member of 
this body better prepared than Senator 
FEINSTEIN. 

But the characteristic that I most as-
sociate with her is bravery—whether it 
was the bravery of throwing herself 
into California politics as a young 
woman at a time when not many 
women were doing that or the way she 
bravely handled the murders at city 
hall and her response to that or wheth-
er she was willing to come here, when 
women were few, and break glass ceil-

ing after glass ceiling after glass ceil-
ing. 

But the place where I saw her brav-
ery most was when we worked together 
on the Senate Intelligence Committee 
torture report. I was kind of Robin to 
her Batman in that effort. And I still 
remember her, right about where Sen-
ator MURRAY now is, delivering her leg-
endary speech that blew the cover off 
the CRA torture report. To get there, 
she had to get through massive coun-
terattacks from the CIA on her and on 
our Intelligence Committee staff. She 
had to oppose the Bush administration 
that was pushing back against her 
from the very highest levels. 

And when the administration 
changed, she had to show the same 
bravery and the same resistance 
against pretty much equal pressure 
from the Obama administration to shut 
up and go away. Well, shut up and go 
away were not things that Senator 
FEINSTEIN was willing to hear, and the 
moment that she spent on the Senate 
floor delivering that report was one of 
the moments that I am proudest of in 
the time that I have been here at the 
Senate. 

Let me close by talking about her 
last weeks here because I think you 
have to see those last weeks here in the 
context of her preparation, her deter-
mined effort to be as perfect as she 
could be, and her bravery because it 
was not easy for her to come and do 
the work that she did in those last 
weeks. 

But she knew that we needed her. 
She knew that despite how difficult it 
was, despite the difficulty she would 
have in meeting her own standards of 
perfection, it would have been easy just 
to go, but she knew that we needed her. 
We would have lost our majority in the 
Judiciary Committee without her, and 
I view her last months and weeks in 
this body as the last episode of her long 
career of bravery. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Hawaii. 
f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, over the 
next days and weeks and months, we 
are going to hear a lot about our dear 
friend DIANNE FEINSTEIN, and I am so 
glad that some of her friends from Cali-
fornia and the Speaker—former Speak-
er—NANCY PELOSI and her family are 
here to just be with us in these first 
moments of our learning of her pass-
ing. 

And we all have stories to tell about 
DIANNE, but when I joined, for example, 
the Intel Committee, and she was 
chairing it, she said: MAZIE, this is not 
a committee that you can just para-
chute in and not spend the time really 
learning about our intelligence com-
munity and all that—and I really took 
that to heart. I spent many, many 
hours on that committee, even though 
we could never talk about it. And then 
at one of the earlier hearings of the Ju-

diciary Committee—and I really mar-
veled at this. It was a hearing that had 
to do with guns, and I always associate, 
of course, DIANNE with her courageous 
fight to ban assault weapons. And one 
of the newer members of the Judiciary 
Committee, as I was, chose that hear-
ing to lecture DIANNE FEINSTEIN about 
her efficacy on guns, and I thought this 
was so untoward against someone who 
had spent so much of her time fighting 
for gun safety. But she just said: I have 
not spent all these years on this com-
mittee to be lectured by you, which I 
thought was really quite tactful. 

But later she said to me—she took 
me aside, and she said: Do you think I 
was too mean? Do you think I should 
apologize? And all I could think of was, 
Are you kidding? That was DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN. She was old school. She was 
very kind. And I am wearing a scarf 
that she gave to me. And you have 
heard some of my other colleagues talk 
about, if we admired something of hers, 
she would give it to us. Well, this scarf 
she was wearing at that moment, and I 
said: Oh, that is such a lovely scarf, 
and she just took it off and gave it to 
me. 

I wear this scarf often. In fact, we 
had to be careful about admiring any-
thing DIANNE had because she would 
likely take it off and give it to us. But 
this is one of the things that I will al-
ways remember about DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN, her courage, her integrity, her 
commitment to public service, lit-
erally, until the very, very end. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VAN 

HOLLEN). The Senator from New Hamp-
shire is recognized. 

f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I want 
to offer my condolences to DIANNE’s 
family, to her colleagues in California, 
to the Speaker Emerita, to my col-
league Senator PADILLA, and to so 
many of our friends and colleagues who 
are watching today. I wanted to rise 
just because I am one of the newer 
women in the U.S. Senate, and I want-
ed to acknowledge the difference that 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN’s example and work 
has made for me, for my constituents, 
for our daughters, and our grand-
daughters. 

When I came to the Senate, the bi-
partisan women’s dinners were long-es-
tablished. I didn’t have to think about 
how I would get to know my women 
colleagues and share experiences and 
learn the ropes from them because 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN and her other col-
leagues who were early pioneers in the 
Senate had already done some of that 
work for us. I didn’t have to think 
about whether there was going to be a 
women’s bathroom right off the floor 
that I could use just the way the men 
use their bathroom in quick moments 
because DIANNE FEINSTEIN and others 
had paved the way. 

I didn’t have to think about whether 
I would be accepted in the same way 
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that DIANNE FEINSTEIN had to because 
she had already done that really dif-
ficult work of being that much better 
than everybody else to make sure that 
she never let women down and that she 
never let her constituents down. 

This morning, after Senator MURRAY 
called us and said that we are all going 
to be on the floor, I was rushing to get 
ready, and to Senator MURKOWSKI’s 
point, I put on different shoes than I 
was planning to. They were shoes that 
DIANNE had admired. She had the same 
pair, and she told me they were good 
ones to wear. 

I wore a scarf—it is not one DIANNE 
gave me but because I thought DIANNE 
would think it would add a little some-
thing to my presence today. In the last 
few months of her service, DIANNE 
graced us with her dignity and with her 
friendship. She had a way of sitting 
down next to me in caucus lunch and 
checking in. She knew I had had some 
particular caregiving challenges at 
home, and she would always say to me: 
Who is with Ben right now? Ben is our 
son. How are things with the family? I 
am not sure people really understand 
that women still have family respon-
sibilities that aren’t easily transfer-
able. 

She wanted me always to know that 
we had made a lot of progress but that 
there was still progress to make. And 
in her way of nudging us and being an 
example for us, she was reminding us 
that we still have work to do and she 
was counting on us to do it. 

The last meeting that my senior Sen-
ator and I had with DIANNE about an 
issue that was really important to our 
State and we needed a vote on, she had 
been home in California recuperating, 
and she had just made it back to the 
Senate. And we went to meet with her 
in her hideaway, and I, frankly, didn’t 
know what to expect. I didn’t know 
how her health would be. She had a 
memo—it wasn’t a short one—that laid 
out the entire issue that we were there 
to talk to her about. She went through 
that memo, several places, and said: 
Well, I read here that this is the case, 
and I read there that that is the case, 
and you both are telling me that you 
think I should vote in a particular way. 

We went back and forth about a cou-
ple of issues. We reinforced our argu-
ments, our belief in why she should 
vote to support our position. She asked 
us questions. She knew her stuff. She 
had read the memo. And she said for a 
number of reasons—and she laid them 
out—that she would vote with us. 

She had muscle memory that pulled 
her up to her full height. She had the 
intellectual discipline and memory to 
understand how to cut to the chase and 
make sure she understood the essence 
of the issue we were dealing with. And 
she was reminding us of what you are 
supposed to do to serve your constitu-
ents, your State, and your country as a 
U.S. Senator. 

May her memory be a blessing. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New York. 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 

want to thank Senator PATTY MURRAY 
for bringing us all together today. It is 
a privilege to be on the floor of the 
U.S. Senate; it is a privilege to serve in 
the Senate; and it was a privilege to 
serve with someone as extraordinary as 
Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN. People 
know me as a Senator who cares deeply 
about women’s rights, about LGBT 
equality, about children, family, safe-
ty. And anything that I have ever cared 
about, DIANNE was fighting for, long 
before I was ever in public service. 

When we talk about public servants 
who leave legacies and when we talk 
about the giants on whose shoulders we 
stand, for me, that is DIANNE. She was 
unlike any Senator I met when I first 
got here in 2009. She had a really in-
credible combination of elegance, bril-
liance, stature, certainty, toughness, 
and kindness. 

When I first got to the U.S. Senate, I 
didn’t know anything. I was appointed. 
I hadn’t just run a long election where 
I was telling the constituents of New 
York why I wanted to serve and what 
my vision for the State was. I was real-
ly, really new. I had been a House 
Member for 2 years. DIANNE asked me 
to lunch. She said: How can I help you, 
KIRSTEN? What would be most useful, 
for you, for me to do for you? 

And I said: Well, could you just tell 
me a little bit about what is it like to 
be a Senator for a State of 60 million 
people. I have a State of 20 million peo-
ple, so it is a lot, but I would love to 
hear how you have navigated this enor-
mous job that you have. 

And she just went through it. She 
took me step-by-step, everything that 
she did to manage her office. She would 
get a memo every week from her staff 
about where her legislation sat, what 
was happening, who were her bipar-
tisan cosponsors. 

She had a memo about how many 
calls her office had received, what the 
calls were about, what people wanted 
to talk to her about, what their con-
cerns were. And that was extremely 
meaningful to me because she said: I 
have a copy of this memo, and I will 
give it to you. It is very confidential. It 
is just for me from my staff, but per-
haps you can use it to model what you 
need from your staff every week to 
know if your office is working well, to 
make sure all the things you need your 
staff to be doing are happening. 

It was just a small thing, but it was 
such a big thing to me at that time in 
my Senate career. And every step of 
the way, DIANNE always reached out. 
She always said—just as you said, 
MAGGIE—how are you doing? How are 
those boys of yours? Tell me how your 
struggle is. I never had to raise chil-
dren while being a Senator. Tell me 
how that is. 

She always cared. She always both-
ered. She always stopped. I have had 
many dinners with DIANNE. We had din-
ners together with our spouses. She 
would take me to her favorite res-

taurant in Georgetown. She would in-
troduce me to her other favorite 
women who are public servants. And 
she always had something meaningful 
to talk about, a challenge, an issue, a 
crisis. At the first dinner, she wanted 
to talk about how the military was 
using nuclear weapons in a much more 
strategic way and changing the entire 
framework of what nuclear defense 
meant. She had that conversation with 
me and the then-chairwoman of Armed 
Services, of one of the key subcommit-
tees in the House. 

She always asked: What do you 
think? How are you going to challenge 
that problem? 

Our most recent meeting was a glass 
of wine in her hideaway a week ago. We 
talked about what issues could we 
work on together. We agreed two of the 
biggest issues facing her State and my 
State were homelessness and affordable 
housing, and we decided we would start 
working on legislation together. 

She didn’t stop working when she 
was here just because she had health 
issues. She never stopped being insight-
ful in the Intelligence Committee, ask-
ing the right question at the right 
time. 

DIANNE’s legacy is extraordinary. She 
is an icon for women’s politics—the 
first female Mayor of San Francisco; 
first of the two women ever elected to 
the Senate in California. 

There will be a lot of speeches about 
her, and so I am not going to talk 
about just her bio. But one of the areas 
where she really was a role model for 
me was in LGBTQ rights. She became a 
champion in the ‘60s. Sadly, she found 
Harvey Milk’s body after he was assas-
sinated. But she channeled that trag-
edy into her public service and made 
sure that while she was mayor of San 
Francisco that she made a difference 
for that community in her city and in 
her State. 

During the AIDS epidemic, she 
helped create the global standard for 
AIDS health in San Francisco. When 
she ran for California Governor and be-
came the first woman in her State to 
win a major party’s Gubernatorial 
nomination, despite losing that race, 
she went on to run for Senate to win. 
And we have seen her champion all 
those issues for same-sex marriage; re-
productive rights; she helped pass the 
first assault weapons ban to keep our 
communities safe. These are all issues 
that I have always cared about and 
built on her record. If she didn’t fight 
for those things, we wouldn’t have been 
able to repeal don’t ask, don’t tell. We 
wouldn’t have been able to make sure 
transgender servicemembers could still 
serve in the U.S. military. Without her 
hard work, we would not have been 
able to guarantee marriage equality at 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

This body is less because DIANNE’s 
not here—that grace, that courage, 
that keen intelligence. She will be 
missed by me and by all our colleagues. 

I brought the last gift DIANNE gave to 
me, a beautiful pencil drawing; again, 
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just part of her kindness. And I am 
wearing DIANNE FEINSTEIN’s famous red 
lipstick. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada is recognized. 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 

I ask unanimous consent that I be able 
to display this poster on the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection. 

f 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President, 
like so many this morning, I rise to 
mourn the loss of a true champion in 
the U.S. Senate. 

DIANNE was one of the kindest, most 
thoughtful people that I had the pleas-
ure to know. When I first got to the 
Senate—and I have heard some of my 
colleagues this morning talk about as 
new Senators—she was so gracious. As 
a new Senator, she would invite me to 
dinner with colleagues, and she was 
such a lady and so professional and so 
elegant. Every time you went to dinner 
with DIANNE, you can be guaranteed 
that she would have a little set of flow-
ers for you at your place at the res-
taurant. And then she would have a lit-
tle parting gift for you, whether it was 
a little coin purse or something to 
show just truly who she was. And I 
heard this morning from my col-
leagues, similarly, the stories of 
DIANNE’s kindness and her respect for 
others. 

She was a fighter her whole life, lead-
ing on so many important issues. In 
the coming days and weeks and months 
and years, as people around the world 
really honor DIANNE’s memory, many 
will speak to her leadership—and right-
fully so—on women’s rights and foreign 
affairs. 

But I want to take the time to high-
light a place where DIANNE did so 
much. And most people don’t know, un-
less you are a part of Team Tahoe, 
DIANNE loved Lake Tahoe. Lake Tahoe 
is a beautiful, pristine Alpine lake that 
both Nevada and California share. In 
1997, DIANNE and then-Senator Harry 
Reid got together and passed legisla-
tion to protect this pristine lake. 

And since that time, once a year, 
DIANNE has been instrumental in bring-
ing people around the lake together to 
address the needs for Lake Tahoe. That 
was all DIANNE. 

So when I first got to the Senate in 
1997, one of the first things we talked 
about, she pulled me aside and said: We 
are going to have the Tahoe Summit 
this year. I hope you are there, and I 
hope you will be there always to sup-
port Tahoe. 

And I said: DIANNE, I grew up around 
this lake. The first time I was there 
was when I was 18 years old. My moth-
er grew up around this lake. We love 
Lake Tahoe in Nevada, and you can 
guarantee that I will always be there 
for it. 

And if you sat and talked to DIANNE, 
the first thing you will hear her talk 

about in Lake Tahoe are her memo-
ries—her memories of riding her bike 
as a young girl around the lake. Her 
memories of times when she was there 
with her family, having the oppor-
tunity to enjoy incredible Lake Tahoe. 

So I couldn’t pass this day without 
recognizing, of course, all the incred-
ible things DIANNE has done; but what 
most people don’t know, unless you are 
a part of Nevada and California, is the 
hard work that she has done around 
this lake for the people who live there, 
for the people who cherish this lake, 
for the tourists that come here every 
single day. And it is not just the work 
that she has done here in the Senate. 
This was 2017. This was the first oppor-
tunity that I had as a young Senator to 
join DIANNE. And as you can see, 
DIANNE was hosting it that summer, 
the Lake Tahoe Summit. 

But DIANNE had this ability not only 
to have this summit once a year to 
talk about how we protect this lake, 
but she brought together incredible 
stakeholders and experts around the 
lake—people who live there, people 
who worked in our State—to address 
not just the quality of the lake and the 
pristineness to protect it, but every-
thing else around it from the transpor-
tation side to the wildfires that were 
happening to the environment. And she 
had a luncheon, a regular luncheon 
after the Tahoe Summit to talk about 
how we continue that work together. 

And because of DIANNE’s prestige, she 
had the ability to bring incredible 
speakers to the Tahoe Summit once a 
year. First, President Clinton; then one 
time, President Obama; and just re-
cently, we had our former Speaker, 
Speaker Emerita NANCY PELOSI speak-
ing. We had one of our incredible Sen-
ators, chairwoman of Energy and Nat-
ural Resources at the time, LISA MUR-
KOWSKI. It was about how we work 
across party lines to really focus on 
protecting, for everyone who wants to 
enjoy this, Lake Tahoe. 

She was a true champion, and she 
will be missed. On behalf of Team 
Tahoe, which is what she coined it— 
Dianne never took credit for anything 
she did around this lake. Even though 
people wanted to recognize her and 
show that support, she never took the 
credit. She said: This is about a team. 
This is Team Tahoe. This is what we do 
together. This is how we work to-
gether. 

This is the legacy of her work in the 
U.S. Senate, carried forward right here 
in Lake Tahoe. 

So, to DIANNE, to her family—her in-
credible family—and to everyone on 
Team Tahoe, we will miss DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN. She will always be a part of the 
work we do. Her legacy will live on not 
just around Tahoe but in so many 
other areas as we have talked about 
today. 

I am going to miss her. I am going to 
miss the opportunity to sit with her at 
lunch and talk about what we still 
need to do to fight to protect this in-
credible, pristine lake. 

Thank you, DIANNE, for your service. 
With that, I yield the floor. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

SECURING GROWTH AND ROBUST 
LEADERSHIP IN AMERICAN 
AVIATION ACT—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 3935, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3935) to amend title 49, United 

States Code, to reauthorize and improve the 
Federal Aviation Administration and other 
civil aviation programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

Pending: 
Schumer (for Murray) amendment No. 1292, 

in the nature of a substitute. 
Schumer amendment No. 1293 (to amend-

ment No. 1292), to add an effective date. 
Schumer motion to commit the bill to the 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation, with instructions, Schumer 
amendment No. 1294, to add an effective 
date. 

Schumer amendment No. 1295 (to (the in-
structions) amendment No. 1294), to modify 
the effective date. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I 
join my colleagues on the floor this 
morning to pay tribute to Senator 
FEINSTEIN and to remember her 
warmth, her generosity, her kindness, 
and the way she really loved to elevate 
women. It didn’t matter what your 
party was; it didn’t matter where you 
came from; when you achieved, she 
loved to recognize that. 

As I came to the Senate from the 
House and in being the first female 
from Tennessee to serve in the U.S. 
Senate, she talked about the likeness 
of that experience for her as breaking 
barriers and being the first female 
mayor of San Francisco and being the 
first woman from California to hold a 
seat in the U.S. Senate. So I always ap-
preciated that she pushed forward with 
elevating women and encouraging 
women. 

Of course, as we all know, she loved 
to gather the women of the Senate to-
gether for dinner or for a photo to 
make certain that we recorded our 
gains here in the Senate and that we 
had a place to share our stories of what 
we were experiencing, because we all 
know there were times that she had in-
curred different unkind words from 
people who thought that she should not 
be in that position. So we appreciated 
that of her. 

I really enjoyed the opportunity to 
work with her on the Senate Judiciary 
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Committee. She and I spent quite a bit 
of time working on issues that per-
tained to our Nation’s creative commu-
nity. This was a community that she 
truly celebrated. She loved the fact 
that people could create a song out of 
a thought or a few words that they 
heard. 

We worked together to protect those 
rights, the entertainers, and to make 
certain that, as we worked on the HITS 
Act, as we worked on intellectual prop-
erty issues, that our innovators and 
our creators were going to have that 
constitutional right protected to ben-
efit from those creations. 

We all know—and I know many of my 
colleagues have mentioned today—of 
her fondness for the Senate and for the 
institution. We will remember that as 
we wish her family well and wish them 
protection during this time of loss and 
sadness. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I come to 
the floor this morning to reflect on and 
remember a dear friend and colleague, 
someone who served this Nation in this 
body for 30 years, someone who has al-
ready been remembered by many oth-
ers as a trailblazer, someone who left a 
lasting one on this Senate, on her 
State of California, on our Nation. 

When I first came to this Senate, now 
13 years ago, Senator FEINSTEIN was 
someone whose career I had long fol-
lowed and long admired. She was elect-
ed to this body when I was a law stu-
dent, in the Year of the Woman, when, 
following a contentious hearing, there 
was a concerted effort made to recruit 
some of the strongest, most capable po-
tential candidates to join this body, 
and Senator FEINSTEIN was certainly 
among those incredible leaders. 

I had the honor, the blessing, of being 
in small rooms in negotiations with 
her within my first few years, and I 
saw behind the scenes what anyone 
who followed her publicly got to know 
about Senator FEINSTEIN. She was 
tough. She was fierce. She was deter-
mined. She was prepared. She had al-
ways done the reading. She studied the 
details of every bill, every piece of leg-
islation, everything we voted on. 

When I had the chance to join the 
Appropriations Committee, and I ap-
proached her once here on the floor to 
ask her consent to amend the Energy 
and Water Appropriations Sub-
committee bill she was floor managing, 
she turned, stopped, and said: Are you 
asking my permission to file an amend-
ment to my bill? 

And somewhat haltingly, being still a 
very junior Senator, I said: Yes, 
ma’am, that is exactly what I am 
doing. 

She smiled and laughed and said: Oh, 
aren’t you nice. 

I said: Doesn’t every Senator ask 
your permission before they attempt to 
amend your bill? 

She goes: No, they no longer do. But 
they should. 

She was always dressed to the nines. 
She was always gracious and dignified. 
She exuded a quiet power that in crit-
ical moments in the history of this in-
stitution and our Nation, our country 
and world got to see: the chair of the 
Intelligence Committee, determined to 
make public a tectonic struggle be-
tween this body and its role and the 
history of interrogation techniques 
that she and many of us concluded 
were inappropriate and broke the 
boundaries, determined to defend the 
prerogatives of the Senate, even in a 
very difficult and charged environ-
ment. 

Given her early experience in San 
Francisco and the tragedy that 
brought her from council president to 
mayor, she was a focused, persistent, 
and effective advocate for gun safety. 

My friend and predecessor in this 
seat—now our President—President 
Joe Biden, served alongside Senator 
FEINSTEIN for many, many years. To-
gether, they worked hard to advance 
the Violence Against Women Act, the 
assault weapons ban, and dozens of 
other pieces of important legislation to 
help make our country more equitable, 
more inclusive, safer, and more just. 

I was reflecting this morning, when I 
got the hard news about DIANNE’S pass-
ing last night, on the very first time I 
met her. I was a young man. I was just 
a year out of law school. I was living 
and working in New York City for the 
I Have A Dream Foundation, and I hap-
pened to have a car. A friend, who I 
think was working for Mayor Dinkins, 
called and asked if I would drive out to 
Teterboro Airport and pick up Senator 
FEINSTEIN of California. I couldn’t be-
lieve my luck, as a young man in his 
early twenties, to get a chance to 
speak for even a moment or two to a 
U.S. Senator. 

I drove out there and was sure to be 
on time and waited diligently. I had 
been told by some of the campaign 
staff to not expect that she would even 
speak to me. 

She insisted on sitting in the front 
seat next to me, and we chatted for al-
most an hour and a half as we made our 
way back into downtown Manhattan in 
heavy traffic. I had the chance to listen 
to then-new Senator FEINSTEIN talk 
about her experience as mayor, make 
observations about how the city of New 
York was being run and what the issues 
were, and then to ask her a few ques-
tions about public service, about what 
motivated her, about why she worked 
so hard. As a very young man, that ex-
perience, that conversation stayed 
with me for years. 

When I first came to this body and 
had a chance to sit near her on this 
floor and to serve down the dais from 
her on Judiciary, I approached her and 
repeated that story. 

She said: Young man, what I want 
you to remember is that every time 
you have a chance—whether with a 
page or an intern, with a campaign vol-
unteer—you also have the opportunity 
and the obligation to remind them 
whom we serve and why we serve. 

Senator FEINSTEIN was a giant here. 
She showed what public service means. 
She was determined. She was capable. 
She was dedicated. 

Her last vote was yesterday. I cannot 
imagine the loss that her family and 
staff are feeling, the enormous gap this 
will leave for the State of California 
and for this institution today and into 
the future as we mark, as we mourn 
the passing of this incredible trail-
blazer and as we prayerfully reflect on 
her incredible legacy. 

Thank you, DIANNE, for your decades 
of loyal and loving service to this, our 
great Nation. 

With that, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that I be per-
mitted to complete my remarks prior 
to the scheduled vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
join my colleagues in mourning the 
passing of a great and good colleague, 
someone we knew not only as a fellow 
worker here and a colleague but also as 
a friend. 

Every one of us had a personal con-
nection to DIANNE FEINSTEIN. She had 
no enemies. She had adversaries, she 
differed, but she could differ and dis-
agree without being disagreeable, as 
the saying goes. She established per-
sonal connections with all of us over 
her many years of service. 

I have listened to my colleagues on 
the floor this morning, and coming 
through to me is not only a sense of 
pain in her passing but also joy in 
knowing her. 

What strikes me is that she leaves a 
legacy—yes, a legacy—in legislation, in 
good works in California that impacted 
people’s lives there, but her real legacy 
is people. Her legacy is the people who 
regard her as a role model, the people 
who were inspired to follow her into 
public service, the people who stood up 
and spoke out—and often it was truth 
to power as she did—because she was 
there. She blazed the trail. She showed 
how to do it. 

I first became aware of DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN in the early 1990s as a newly 
elected State attorney general, advo-
cating for an assault weapons ban in 
the State of Connecticut—the early 
1990s, and she was doing it at the Fed-
eral level. Connecticut and the Con-
gress did it together. 
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Then I defended our Connecticut law 

in the Connecticut courts with many of 
the same arguments that we used to 
challenge Federal law. 

She stood alone in those days as an 
advocate and a champion of gun vio-
lence prevention, and she modeled the 
curve that has led to the modern move-
ment of gun violence prevention. And 
it is a movement now because she knew 
it would require the American people 
to be as outraged as she was and sad-
dened by the death that she personally 
witnessed in San Francisco. And she 
would often recall it in very personal 
terms. 

For her, all of these causes were per-
sonal. Her service and her helping peo-
ple were personal. And she understood 
that service and results, accomplish-
ments, required that we be bipartisan, 
that we work across the aisle, that we 
work with people who disagreed with 
us and try to find common ground. 
That is what she did relentlessly and 
tirelessly. 

So her service, her grace, her gen-
erosity, her sensitivity, her caring will 
continue in the people that are her leg-
acy, in the people who will and should, 
always, preserve her memory as a mo-
tivation for continued service. 

I am proud to have been her friend as 
well as her colleague, and I will always 
treasure the great and good model and 
mentorship that she provided for so 
many of us, as we go through these 
next days of grief and pain but also joy 
in knowing her. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Todd Gee, of 
the District of Columbia, to be United 
States Attorney for the Southern Dis-
trict of Mississippi for the term of four 
years. 

VOTE ON GEE NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Gee nomination? 

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
SMITH), and the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 

from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), 
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
CRAMER), the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES), the Senator from Kansas 
(Mr. MARSHALL), and the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 82, 
nays 8, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 244 Ex.] 
YEAS—82 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Lee 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—8 

Braun 
Britt 
Cruz 

Hawley 
Johnson 
Paul 

Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 

NOT VOTING—9 

Capito 
Cassidy 
Cramer 

Daines 
Marshall 
Sanders 

Scott (SC) 
Smith 
Stabenow 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the McGrath nomina-
tion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Tara K. 
McGrath, of California, to be United 
States Attorney for the Southern Dis-
trict of California for the term of four 
years. 

VOTE ON MCGRATH NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
McGrath nomination? 

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE), the 
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 

SMITH), and the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), 
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
CRAMER), the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES), the Senator from Kansas 
(Mr. MARSHALL), and the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 37, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 245 Ex.] 
YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Tester 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—37 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Hagerty 

Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—10 

Capito 
Cassidy 
Cramer 
Daines 

Kaine 
Marshall 
Sanders 
Scott (SC) 

Smith 
Stabenow 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KELLY). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

The Senator from Alaska. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2835 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I am 
on the floor again with my colleague 
from Texas, Senator CRUZ, trying once 
again to pass our Pay Our Military 
Act. 

I am not going to spend a lot of time 
explaining what we are trying to do 
here since 48 hours ago we tried to do 
the same thing. We are, in our con-
ference, right now trying to get to a 
compromise, working through things 
to make sure we don’t have a govern-
ment shutdown. It may or may not 
happen. It is looking more likely, 
though. 
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As we get closer to that moment, the 

idea that we would leave the men and 
women who protect this country uncer-
tain about whether they are going to 
get paid even though they are still 
going to deploy, they are still going to 
be fighting all over the world, pro-
tecting this Nation—so we are going to 
leave them out hanging, right? 

So all we are trying to do is the most 
commonsense thing you could do if you 
cared one bit about the troops of the 
United States, and that is to say: Hey, 
we know you are worried. We know you 
are probably deployed. We know your 
wife or spouse is back home worried 
about whether you are going to get 
paid next week. You have a dangerous 
mission you are going on tonight some-
where in the world. So we are going to 
take that worry away from you be-
cause we care about you. 

Now, granted, my colleagues might 
say: Well, what about the IRS worker? 
What about the Department of the In-
terior worker? 

No offense—there is a little bit of a 
difference, OK. There is a little bit of a 
difference. We all know it. We should 
know it. 

So as we get closer, this is the bipar-
tisan solution that we all need to un-
dertake. 

Here is the thing: As I said last week, 
when we had the identical situation in 
2013, 10 years ago—identical: a Demo-
crat-controlled Senate, a Republican- 
controlled House, a Democrat-con-
trolled White House—it was looking 
like there was going to be a shutdown. 
What did everybody unanimously agree 
to? Hey, let’s take the troops out of 
this. Let’s make sure the men and 
women who serve in our military are 
not worried. Let’s unanimously pass 
the Pay Our Military Act. 

So, 10 years ago, we did that. I wasn’t 
here, but I applaud everybody who did 
that. Simple. Identical. Identical. So 
what has changed? I have no idea what 
has changed. 

It looks like my Democratic col-
league is going to come down and ob-
ject and make some gobbledygook ar-
gument about appropriations or ‘‘Let’s 
keep trying.’’ The government is going 
to shut down tomorrow evening. We 
are going to keep trying. But let’s take 
one group of Americans and say: Hey, 
we know you sacrifice more than any-
body. We are going to take that worry 
away from you. We did it 10 years ago 
in a bipartisan way, so we are going to 
do it again. 

The Presiding Officer knows. I guar-
antee you the Presiding Officer agrees 
with this bill, as a veteran of almost 30 
years, a naval aviator. The Presiding 
Officer knows what it is like. 

There are guys on aircraft carriers 
right now and women on aircraft car-
riers flying F–18s, and their spouses 
back home are going: Hey, honey, 
guess what. I don’t think I am going to 
have money to buy groceries next 
week. 

That guy is getting ready to take off 
on some carrier in the INDOPACOM re-

gion, and he has to worry about that? 
He has to worry about that? She has to 
worry about that? 

We can fix that right now—right now. 
We have done it before, and I can’t 
imagine my Democratic colleagues are 
going to come up and object to this 
bill. I am starting to get mad. We don’t 
want a government shutdown, but we 
can protect certain people, for good-
ness’ sake. If we are not going to pro-
tect our troops and their families, I 
don’t know whom we should protect. 

So maybe my colleagues are on the 
floor getting ready to say: You know 
what, gee, Senator SULLIVAN, Senator 
CRUZ, we relent. These are good ideas. 
And you know why we know these are 
good ideas? Because we all did this 10 
years ago. 

I have no idea why we didn’t do it 
now. 

I yield the floor and recognize my 
colleague from Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, unless 
something significant changes, 35 
hours from now, the Federal Govern-
ment will shut down. At 12:01 a.m. on 
Sunday, the paychecks will stop for 
every soldier, every sailor, every air-
man, every marine, every member of 
the Space Force, and every coast-
guardsman. That is not right. 

The good news is, we can prevent it. 
We can prevent it right now. The bill 
Senator SULLIVAN and I are trying to 
pass says that at 12:01 a.m., our Active- 
Duty military will be paid; that if 
Washington is dysfunctional, if politi-
cians will bicker throughout the night, 
that is not their fault, and we are not 
going to hold them hostage to the par-
tisan demands of politicians. 

Right now at home, there are people 
watching this debate on C–SPAN, and 
they may be wondering: When did the 
Senate get this dysfunctional? Did this 
institution ever operate? 

Senator SULLIVAN pointed to a time 
when it at least operated a little better 
than it does now. 

In 2013, this identical legislation was 
before the Senate. There was a Demo-
crat majority. Harry Reid was the ma-
jority leader. This identical legislation 
passed 100 to nothing, and it passed 
unanimously in the House. 

In 2013, Senate Democrats realized: 
Fine, we will have a fight, but we are 
not holding our Active-Duty military 
hostage. 

In 2013, Senator DURBIN, who is sit-
ting on the floor, voted yes to fund our 
military. In 2013, Senator WHITEHOUSE, 
who is sitting on the floor, voted yes to 
fund our military. In 2013, Senator 
MURRAY, who I believe is getting ready 
to stand up and block this bill, in 2013, 
she voted yes to fund our military. 
Have we really gone that far in a dec-
ade that Democrats now are perfectly 
happy to take away the paychecks 
from the young men and women who 
are risking their lives to keep us safe? 

The Presiding Officer spent years in 
the Active-Duty military. The Pre-

siding Officer is a proud Navy veteran. 
The Presiding Officer knows men and 
women who are serving right now in 
Active Duty, and I feel quite confident 
the Presiding Officer doesn’t want to 
go home and look them in the eyes and 
say: It was my party, the Democratic 
Party, that took your paycheck away. 

Well, it doesn’t have to happen. 
Everyone at home, I want you to lis-

ten to what is going to happen in a mo-
ment, because there are two magic 
words. If you hear two magic words 
from the Senator from Washington—‘‘I 
object’’—if you hear those words, un-
derstand what will have happened. It is 
the same thing that happened just a 
couple of days ago, which is that Dem-
ocrat leadership said to our Active- 
Duty military: We don’t give a damn 
about you, and we are going to cut off 
your paycheck Sunday at 12:01 a.m. 

That doesn’t have to happen. 
By the way, I would point out not 

only is it the fault of every Democrat— 
and I am sorry, Mr. President—it is the 
fault of every Democrat because there 
are no Democrats here supporting us. 
The Presiding Officer, in his heart, 
knows we are right, so I am going to 
invite the Presiding Officer, when we 
do this again—because we are going to 
keep doing it and keep doing it. I would 
invite the Presiding Officer to come 
join us because the Presiding Officer 
knows this is the right thing to do. And 
there are more of your colleagues on 
the Democrat side who know this is the 
right thing to do. 

Some 19-year-old marine right now in 
the DMZ facing North Korean machine-
guns is being told that the U.S. Senate 
doesn’t care enough about his or her 
service to pay them. That is just 
wrong. It is stupid. 

And this body used to know enough 
to say: Hey, we have political disagree-
ments here, but we support our troops. 

I guarantee you, every Democrat 
Senator in this Chamber goes home 
and tells your constituents: I support 
the troops. 

You know what? Talk is cheap. If you 
support the troops, stand up next to us 
and say: Let’s pay the troops. 

And by the way, if you support the 
troops, go to your leadership and say: 
Stop this garbage. 

Was Harry Reid a rightwing kook? 
Because Harry Reid signed off on pay-
ing the troops. And I will tell you why 
today’s Democrat leadership believes 
they can get away with it—because in 
2013, we had something of a functioning 
media. They actually reported on what 
was happening. If you look up in the 
Gallery, there are a total of zero re-
porters there. There is not one. 

The corrupt corporate media doesn’t 
intend to tell the citizens of Wash-
ington State or the citizens of Illinois 
or the citizens of Rhode Island or the 
citizens of Arizona—they don’t intend 
to tell them: Your Democrat Senator is 
why Active-Duty military isn’t being 
paid. 

So every reporter yesterday—I had 
reporters running after me, going: Oh, 
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isn’t this Republican shutdown ter-
rible? 

And I said: Those are great talking 
points. Have you written a single story 
about the fact that the reason our mili-
tary is not going to be paid is because 
Democrat leadership is objecting? 

No. Because none of them have writ-
ten that story. Every one of you knows 
what the right thing to do is. And so 
my hope is there is a tiny, still voice 
inside of some Democrat Senators that 
will stand up and go to your leadership 
and say: We can fight all day long on 
partisan issues, but we are not going to 
take our troops hostage. 

That is the right thing to do, and 
every Member of this body knows it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Appropriations be discharged 
from further consideration of S. 2835 
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration; I further ask that 
the bill be considered read a third time 
and passed and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, re-

serving the right to object, as I have 
said, I share my colleague’s concern 
with making sure that our service-
members do not miss a paycheck be-
cause of a potential government shut-
down. In fact, I do not want any of our 
Federal workers to miss a paycheck, 
whether they are cancer researchers 
whose work saves our lives or brave 
firefighters who risk their lives for us, 
and I don’t want any programs families 
rely on to be undermined: counseling 
and transition assistance for new vet-
erans adjusting to civilian life, nutri-
tion assistance for 7 million moms and 
kids who need a hand up. And that in-
cludes our servicemembers’ families. 

Several years ago, I worked to save a 
WIC clinic which was going to be 
kicked off a Navy base in my home 
State of Washington that hundreds of 
military families counted on. None of 
those paychecks for any of these work-
ers and none of those programs should 
shutter because of a completely unnec-
essary shutdown, which is why I am 
working around the clock with the ma-
jority of our colleagues to make sure 
that we do pass a bipartisan CR, which 
we released this week, because that is 
the only serious solution here. That is 
the only way that we will make sure 
everyone is able to keep doing the 
work that the American people count 
on and getting that paycheck that they 
do deserve. 

If the Senator from Alaska or the 
Senator from Texas are serious about 
making sure our servicemembers get 
paid, I hope they will get serious in a 
way that matters the most, and that is 
their votes. I hope they will work with 
us to keep the government open. And I 

hope they will reconsider their recent 
votes against the CR to fund the gov-
ernment in a bipartisan and timely 
way. 

Let’s be real. You cannot grandstand 
about wanting to make sure that serv-
icemembers get paid during a shutdown 
and then vote against the very bipar-
tisan bill that prevented a shutdown. 

I also hope the Senators will under-
stand that our servicemembers will see 
the harm of a government shutdown in 
so many other ways. Permanent 
change-in-station moves will be signifi-
cantly curtailed, meaning that some of 
our families could be left without a 
place to live if they have already sold 
their house or broken their lease or 
they could be forced to pay for two 
homes at once. For the Army alone, 
this means approximately 2,100 moves 
every week. And if you do not work 
with us to keep the entire government 
open, servicemembers’ elective sur-
geries and procedures at DOD medical 
and dental facilities would have to be 
postponed. And, by the way, an elective 
surgery could be anything from remov-
ing a kidney stone to a mastectomy for 
breast cancer. 

Essentially, post and base services 
will be closed or severely limited. That 
is everything from our commissary 
statewide to childcare our military 
families count on. 

So not only do I want to make sure 
that our servicemembers don’t miss a 
paycheck, I want to make sure that 
our servicemembers don’t miss out on 
any critical services they rely on every 
day. 

The Senators should also understand 
that their focus and support of the 
military cannot end with those who are 
currently in uniform. And they should 
remember, 47 percent of Department of 
Defense civilians are veterans. And for 
that matter, one in every four employ-
ees across the entire Federal Govern-
ment are veterans. We can’t leave any-
one behind. 

So I will say it again for my col-
leagues who raise their voices here on 
the Senate floor but have not cast 
their votes to prevent a shutdown: 
There are a lot of programs I care 
about, a lot of programs we all care 
about that would be hurt by a shut-
down. But we are not going to solve 
this problem one by one, carve-out by 
carve-out. The best solution is to stop 
a shutdown in the first place. That is 
something we can do. And I bet we 
could do it a lot more quickly if the 
Senators from Alaska and Texas would 
earnestly work with us. 

This isn’t complicated. We have a 
straightforward, bipartisan CR package 
that will avoid that shutdown, keep 
our military paid. So let’s get our jobs 
done and get that passed. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The Senator from Alaska. 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I am 

going to try to keep this short because 
the issues that we are debating here 
are not that complicated. 

I agree with my colleague from 
Washington State. We are working 
around the clock. We are in our con-
ference right now trying to get an 
amendment to bolster border security, 
that the whole country, by the way, 
wants—Democrats, Republicans—the 
whole country wants that. So we are 
working around the clock too. 

And my colleague did misstate some-
thing. I actually voted to get on this 
bill. I voted to get on this bill. So her 
statement about my vote, she needs to 
check my vote the other day. 

But be that as it may, once again, 
she says there is only one serious solu-
tion. Well, this body has done this be-
fore. The Senator from Washington 
State has done this before. On the eve 
of a shutdown in 2013, the Senator from 
Washington State voted for this bill. 
Every Senator voted for this bill. 

So when she keeps saying, ‘‘Let’s get 
real,’’ I agree, let’s get real. Go look at 
your vote from 2013. You voted for this 
on the eve of a shutdown. 

I will remind my colleague from 
Washington State, in 2019, when there 
was a partial government shutdown, fo-
cused on the Coast Guard which wasn’t 
getting paid and the Democrats 
blocked my bill to pay the Coast 
Guard, she actually stated: 

It is absolutely unacceptable that our 
Coast Guard families went without their 
paychecks during the shutdown. We need to 
make sure President Trump doesn’t put 
them through this again. 

Well, I am going to put the Senator 
from Washington State’s words back at 
her: It is absolutely unacceptable that 
Coast Guard and other family members 
went without paychecks during the 
shutdown. We need to make sure it 
doesn’t happen again. So vote for our 
bill. 

Every time they object, the argu-
ments of why they are objecting to 
something they already agreed to 10 
years ago get more tangled up. We are 
all working to avoid a shutdown, but if 
it doesn’t happen, let’s make sure the 
men and women who are risking their 
lives for our country and their families 
know that they are going to get paid. 
That is all we are asking. That is all 
we are asking. 

And everybody in this body 10 years 
ago did this, including the Senator 
from Washington State. And it is just 
beyond comprehension that they are 
coming up with arguments now to not 
do this. 

This isn’t about politics. This is 
about supporting our troops at the mo-
ment they really need it. And they are 
not doing it. 

I yield the floor to my colleague from 
Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). The Senator from Texas. 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, at the 
opening of her remarks, the Senator 
from Washington said: I agree with the 
objective of this bill; I agree with what 
Senator SULLIVAN and Senator CRUZ 
are trying to accomplish. Then she 
talked for a while, and then she 
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blocked the entirety of the bill. Every-
thing in between, saying, ‘‘I agree with 
this bill,’’ and the two magic words at 
the end of her remarks, ‘‘I object,’’ I 
have to admit brought me back to Sat-
urday morning cartoons and watching 
‘‘Peanuts’’ and the teacher going: 
‘‘Wah wah wah wah’’ because they were 
words, but they didn’t mean anything. 

This is a binary choice. At 12:01 a.m. 
on Sunday, are soldiers going to get 
paid, yes or no? Are sailors going to get 
paid, yes or no? Are airmen going to 
get paid, yes or no? Are marines going 
to get paid, yes or no? Are members of 
the Space Force going to get paid, yes 
or no? Are coastguardsmen going to 
get paid, yes or no? 

A decade ago, every Member of this 
body voted to pay them. Since this de-
bate began, the Presiding Officer had 
been Senator KELLY and has now been 
replaced by Senator MURPHY from Con-
necticut. I would point out, Senator 
MURPHY voted yes to pay our Active- 
Duty military in 2013. And yet now the 
Democrats are blocking those pay-
checks. 

The Senator from Washington said: 
Well, gosh, the Democrats had a CR 
that you could have voted for. The Sen-
ator from Washington knows fully well 
that the bill drafted by Democrat lead-
ership is not going to pass the House of 
Representatives. She knows that. The 
result is going to be a shutdown. And 
what has changed from 2013 to now? 
From to 2013 to now, the Democrat 
leadership is perfectly willing to hold a 
young man or woman in the military— 
to hold their paychecks hostage. 

Well, something interesting is going 
to happen at 12:01 a.m., 35 hours from 
now. Paychecks of every Federal em-
ployee will stop. The paychecks of the 
stenographer who is recording my 
words will stop. The paychecks of the 
clerks sitting down front will stop. 

But, you know what, Mr. President? 
There are 535 people whose paychecks 
will not stop. Under the Constitution, 
Members of this body, Senators and 
Members of the House, their paychecks 
can’t stop even during a shutdown, 
which means at 12:01 a.m. on Sunday, 
every Democrat Senator will keep 
drawing their paycheck, while the peo-
ple risking their lives to defend us will 
not. 

Well, I will tell you, I have in writing 
instructed the Senate that I will not 
accept a paycheck so long as our Ac-
tive-Duty military is not being paid. 

It is wrong. Senators are paid $174,000 
a year, by law. The Democrat leader-
ship, who stands up and says, ‘‘I ob-
ject,’’ is telling a 19-year-old woman in 
a nuclear sub right now, defending our 
Nation, that her paycheck doesn’t mat-
ter anymore. 

There is, right now, a mom in tennis 
shoes serving in the military who is 
discovering that her mortgage pay-
ment—she doesn’t know how to pay. 

And so I am going to suggest to the 
reporters who aren’t here and aren’t 
covering this that so long as Democrat 
leadership keeps blocking what has 

been bipartisan and unanimous legisla-
tion previously, that every Democrat 
Senator ought to be asked: Are you 
taking a paycheck come 12:01 a.m. on 
Sunday? They are the ones objecting. 
They are the ones stopping. Every sol-
dier needs to understand: Why are you 
not being paid? Because the Democrat 
objected. Every sailor needs to under-
stand: Because the Democrats objected. 
Every airman, marine, coastguards-
man, every member of the Space Force, 
when your paycheck goes away 35 
hours from now, it is because of two 
magic words the Democrat leadership 
has said. Let’s be clear, it is not just 
the Senator from Washington. She is 
doing it on instruction from the Demo-
crat leadership. They could change it 
like that. 

I can tell you this. Senator SULLIVAN 
and I are going to keep coming back 
over and over again because there is 
not a Member of this body who wants 
to go home to your State—even a State 
like Connecticut. You don’t want to be 
at home looking at Active-Duty mili-
tary and saying: Yes, my party took 
away your paycheck. That is too cyn-
ical even for this body. I pray that 
common sense comes back. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mr. KENNEDY. Senator FEINSTEIN, 
Godspeed. 

I had the pleasure of serving with 
Senator FEINSTEIN on the Judiciary 
Committee. I also served with DIANNE 
on the Appropriations Committee. In 
fact, we served on the Energy and 
Water Development Subcommittee. 
DIANNE was the chair and I was the 
ranking member. 

DIANNE, you died with your boots on, 
and I think that was one of the things 
she most wanted to do. 

Senator FEINSTEIN and I didn’t agree 
on much, but she was a delight to work 
with. She understood politics and gov-
ernment, especially today. It takes a 
big heart and a lot of wind and a thick 
skin, and that is especially true today. 

There are some people in this city 
who didn’t want DIANNE to finish her 
term for political reasons. They tried 
to chew her up and tried to spit her 
out, and they tried to step on her. But 
they couldn’t do it because DIANNE was 
tough as a boot, and she wanted to die 
with her boots on, as a Member of this 
august body. And I am going to miss 
her. 

Godspeed, Senator FEINSTEIN. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 2968 

Mr. President, I am here today to try 
to extend the National Flood Insurance 
Program. It appears to me—I hope I am 
wrong, and I know, Mr. President, you 
agree with me—that we are headed to-
ward a shutdown. If that happens, that 
means that the National Flood Insur-
ance Program will come to a halt. 

I don’t want people to worry too 
much. If you already have national 
flood insurance, the program will con-
tinue to pay claims. But as long as gov-

ernment is shut down, you will not be 
able to buy new insurance. That is im-
portant because flood insurance is a 
huge part of the commerce of our real 
estate markets in America. 

For most Americans, the purchase of 
a home is their biggest single financial 
decision they will ever make. In many 
areas—not just coastal States but 
many other States—you cannot pur-
chase a home, if you have to borrow 
money, without flood insurance. So if 
we allow the National Flood Insurance 
Program to expire, it is going to shut 
down home sales where the entity loan-
ing the money requires flood insurance. 
It is just going to shut it down. The 
real estate industry, for a variety of 
reasons—in part because of President 
Biden’s inflation—is already having a 
tough time, and this will make it 
worse. 

My bill would take the current flood 
insurance program and just extend it 
‘‘as is’’ until December 31, 2023. If we 
don’t do this—I want to make this 
clear, as well. Some of my fellow citi-
zens may be saying: What is the big 
deal? Just don’t buy it from the Fed-
eral Government. 

You can’t buy it from anybody else. 
The Federal program, imperfect as it 
is, is the only game in town. So if you 
are ready to buy a home and close on a 
home and you go to a mortgage lender 
and say, ‘‘I need to borrow the money,’’ 
and they say you have to buy flood in-
surance to get the loan, the Federal 
Government is the only entity you can 
go to. You cannot buy, for all practical 
purposes, private flood insurance in 
America today. 

I mentioned that the NFIP was im-
perfect. I understate it. As I said yes-
terday on the floor, the National Flood 
Insurance Program, as administered by 
FEMA, is a mess. As I said yesterday, 
it looks like someone knocked over a 
urine sample. 

FEMA made the program even worse 
a year or so ago with its Risk Rating 
2.0. It went out and hired a consultant 
to design a new algorithm that made 
changes in the program without telling 
policy holders the basis for those 
changes. I met with FEMA a number of 
times. I said: Can I see your algorithm? 
They said: If we show you, we have to 
kill you—and I am in Congress. We are 
in litigation with FEMA right now. 

Let me say it again. Risk Rating 2.0 
made it even worse than it already 
was. 

Ever since I have been in the U.S. 
Senate, I have been working with, I 
don’t know, 20 different Senators and 
probably 50 to 100 House members who 
are involved to try to fix the flood in-
surance program, and it has been very 
difficult. We haven’t been able to do it, 
but we will continue to try. 

But in the meantime, the only thing 
worse than a bad flood insurance pro-
gram is no flood insurance because, as 
imperfect as it may be, FEMA’s Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program is the 
only game in town. And if we allow 
this program to expire, it is going to 
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really, really, really hurt the American 
people. It is going to really, really hurt 
the real estate industry. It is going to 
really, really hurt folks out there who 
have saved money, and they are ready 
to buy a home, but they can’t do it be-
cause they can’t purchase flood insur-
ance. 

For that reason, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. 2968—that is my bill that would just 
extend the current program for flood 
insurance, imperfect as it may be, until 
December 31, 2023. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration. I further ask 
that the bill be considered read a third 
time and passed and that the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. PAUL. Reserving the right to ob-

ject, once again, we are asked to ex-
tend the flood program without any re-
forms to protect the taxpayers. Like 
many Federal programs, this Federal 
program is well-intentioned, but it 
may very well be the best real-life ex-
ample of moral hazard. 

We are told that the program is fund-
ed through insurance premiums, but 
the premiums are below the market 
rate, and so the program is eternally 
and consistently short of money. 

A 2014 report by the Government Ac-
countability Office found the flood pro-
gram collected $17 billion less than the 
market would have required. For all 
practical purposes, the flood program 
is insolvent. 

Just a few years ago, the flood pro-
gram owed $30 billion to the taxpayers. 
Congress later cancelled $16 billion of 
that debt, but the flood program has 
not made any progress in repaying the 
taxpayers. The total now stands that 
the flood program owes $20 billion to 
the taxpayers with no way of repaying 
that money. 

Perhaps the greatest insult to the 
taxpayers, though, is the lack of true 
limits on this delinquent program. 
There are no limits on how many 
claims can be filed or how much money 
can be received for a policyholder. So 
it isn’t that I have a $3 million flood 
policy. You could have a $3 trillion pol-
icy. There are no limits. There are also 
no limits on how big your house could 
be. You could have a $10 million house, 
a $20 million house, a $50 million house, 
and the taxpayers subsidize your 
house. 

Rather than encourage people to 
leave flood-prone areas, this program 
encourages people to stay and rebuild 
time and time again. In thousands of 
instances, the program encourages peo-
ple to rebuild and rebuild and rebuild. 

According to the Pew Charitable 
Trusts, over 150,000 properties have 
been rebuilt over and over again. In 
fact, 25 to 30 percent of flood program 
claims are made by the policyholders 

whose properties have flooded time and 
time again. Over 2,000 properties have 
flooded more than 10 times. One home 
in Batchelor, LA, flooded 40 times and 
received a total of $428,000 of flood in-
surance payments—40 times. No one 
should keep rebuilding in a house that 
floods 40 times. But the record, if you 
can believe it, isn’t Batchelor, LA. It is 
Virginia, where one home flooded 41 
times and received payments of over 
$600,000, all subsidized by the taxpayer. 

Adding insult to injury, the Congres-
sional Budget Office found that the 
flood program tends to benefit the 
wealthy and that 23 percent of the sub-
sidized coastal properties were not 
even policyholders’ primary residences. 

Realize what this program is doing. 
It is subsidizing insurance for the rich 
and famous for their beach houses. 
There are no limits. It subsidizes peo-
ple who have $10 million homes to get 
subsidized government insurance. It is 
true. The government forces the tax-
payers to pay and rebuild the summer 
homes of the rich. In fact, sometimes it 
seems that the flood program caters di-
rectly to the wealthy. Nearly 80 per-
cent of the National Flood Insurance 
Program policies are located in coun-
ties that rank within the top 20 percent 
of income. 

Enough is enough. It is an insult to 
rob the taxpayers to give to the rich. 
This is why I offer an amendment that, 
if we could come to an agreement 
today, would require that the Federal 
program not insure your second house, 
not insure your beach house. If you live 
there—it is your only house—it will be 
included. If it is your second house, 
your beach house, it is not going to be 
included. 

And we would set a cap on the 
amount. Who in their right mind 
thinks we should be subsidizing insur-
ance for $10 million mansions? It is 
crazy that anybody would think that is 
what we should do. 

I offer a compromise today. Extend 
the program. Let’s keep the program. 
We will keep the program open. We 
won’t miss a beat. But we will set some 
limits on the houses. 

So what I would like to start with 
would be a cap of $250,000. Those houses 
below 250 would be subsidized, would 
get subsidized insurance. Up to 250, you 
buy your own. 

Also my proposal would not allow 
you to use the insurance if this is your 
vacation home—if this is your sec-
ondary home. 

So, Mr. President, I ask the Senator 
to modify his request so that the Paul 
amendment at the desk be considered 
and agreed to, the bill as amended be 
considered read a third time and 
passed, and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator so modify his request? 

Mr. KENNEDY. Reserving the right 
to modify or not modify. 

Senator PAUL, as usual, makes some 
very good points. I agree with him 

wholeheartedly that the National 
Flood Insurance Program is a mess. It 
needs to be fixed. 

I want to make the record clear that 
in Louisiana, my people are working 
people. My coast is a working coast. 
My people aren’t wealthy millionaires 
who have three or four homes on the 
beach. These are ordinary people who 
get up every day, go to work, obey the 
law, pay their taxes, and try to do the 
right thing by their kids. 

They can barely afford one home. It 
is not only the coast that we are talk-
ing about. In 2016, in the middle of my 
State—again, not mansions, just work-
ing-class people—we had 24 inches of 
rainfall in about a day and a half. 

The homes that flooded—and many of 
them did—were not anywhere near a 
body of water. If you get 24 inches of 
rain in a day and a half, your home is 
going to flood. I don’t care if you are 
living on Pike’s Peak. So this program 
is meant to help those people as well. 

But in pointing that out, I don’t want 
to take anything away from Senator 
PAUL’s excellent points. He is, however, 
mistaken in one critical respect: When 
you buy flood insurance through the 
Federal National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram, the most you can collect on your 
home as a result of one flood is $250,000. 
It is not accurate to say that a million- 
dollar home can collect a million dol-
lars in damages from a flood. That is 
just not true. If there is a flood and you 
own a million-dollar home and you own 
a $250,000 home and the owners of those 
two homes both have national flood in-
surance, the most under the policy 
they can collect is $250,000. 

So why do you want to tell a person 
who owns a million-dollar home that 
they can’t insure their home? You are 
just telling them they can’t buy flood 
insurance, so the flood insurance pro-
gram has less money to cash flow. It 
makes no sense. 

Now, Senator PAUL is correct, and it 
is one of the things we are trying to 
fix, that there has been abuse in terms 
of some homes. Senator PAUL men-
tioned the example of Louisiana; but 
there are other States, many others, 
where homes have flooded three or four 
times, and they keep getting flood in-
surance. 

If I can say anything good about the 
current National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram today, I would say that FEMA 
has taken steps to try to prevent that 
from happening so that if you flood a 
certain number of times, you have to 
move. And I know the Senator didn’t— 
I don’t think I am disagreeing with 
him on that. I think we are in agree-
ment. 

But let me tell you the second and 
main reason I can’t accept Senator 
PAUL’s change. For me, it has to do 
with what is right. There are probably 
20 different Senators—well, there are a 
hundred Senators who care about flood 
insurance, but there are about 20 dif-
ferent Senators who want to be in-
volved in any changes made to this 
program. And I dare say there are 50 to 
100 members of the House. 
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Now, as the Presiding Officer knows, 

when we bring a bill to the floor for 
unanimous consent, we don’t just walk 
down here one day and do it. 

We let all of our Senators—fellow 
colleagues, our fellow Senators—know 
what we are about to do. So if they 
want to come down and object, they 
can do that. And that is what I did 
with my bill, which just keeps the cur-
rent program and extends it until De-
cember 31, so we will get past the shut-
down and we won’t keep people from 
buying homes. 

But Senator PAUL’s changes have not 
been sent to all members of the Senate. 
It is called a hotline. And I anticipate 
that the Senator will have other 
changes, and that is fine. 

The easy thing for me to do today 
would be to agree with one of his 
changes. I am not sure it makes that 
much difference because the amount of 
damages you can claim on a flood is 
$250,000, but the easiest thing for me to 
do today would be to agree to one of 
Senator PAUL’s changes, but that 
would be stabbing my colleagues in the 
back. 

Because I can assure you, knowing 
how many of my colleagues feel about 
the National Flood Insurance Program, 
they would want to be here today to 
weigh in. And I just can’t do that to 
them, even though it would allow me 
to get this passed. 

I also think that if we make changes 
to the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram, those 50 to 100 House members 
that I am talking about are likely— 
some of them are likely not to allow 
the changes, and that is why they 
would object to it. And that is why my 
objective has been—and I need to stand 
behind it—to just take the current pro-
gram and extend it to December 31. 

So for that reason, I don’t agree to 
the modification. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has not agreed to the modifica-
tion. Is there objection to the original 
request? 

The Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object, the process is simi-
lar to what has been described but not 
exactly as has been described. The bill 
is sent out, everybody gets a chance to 
object. People who choose to object can 
come, that is also announced. 

The objections are announced, and 
we come to the floor. If the Senator 
wanted to work together on this, this 
could be modified today and someone 
else would have to come to object, and 
that is announced to all 100 Senators 
and often works that way. But, today, 
what we have is a situation where I am 
offering an amendment to reform tax-
payer-subsidized insurance, and it is 
being rejected by one Senator, not by 
all Senators, not in place of all Sen-
ators. They have a chance to come, it 
has been announced, they can come 
and object to this if they wanted. 

But here is the thing, what I am try-
ing to do is modify a program so that 
the average ordinary taxpayer does not 

have to pay for rich people’s flood in-
surance for their beach houses. 

About half of the houses that are in-
sured in this program that loses bil-
lions of dollars every year, that is $20 
billion in the hole, about half the 
homes are worth $500,000 or more. 

Do you know any regular working 
folk that have $500,000 homes on the 
beach? No. If you have a $500,000 house 
on the beach, buy your own damn in-
surance. The taxpayer should not have 
to buy your insurance. 

So I would ask the Senator—we can 
do this today; there are other Senators 
on the floor; they can come running 
from hither and yon, and they can ob-
ject to this—but I would ask the Sen-
ator, let’s modify the program so rich 
people don’t get their houses insured 
by the government and subsidized by 
the taxpayer. We can change the limits 
to $500,000. That would cut out half of 
the homes in the United States, half of 
the beach houses, half of the rich peo-
ple in our country who are getting sub-
sidized insurance. 

Make the limit $500,000. If we make it 
$500,000, the program will be half as 
big, and it will lose half as much 
money. Let’s modify this program. So I 
would ask the Senator to modify his 
proposal with my amendment, and my 
amendment would say: You can’t use 
the insurance for your second home, 
only your primary residence, and if you 
have a half-a-million-dollar mansion 
on the beach, guess what? You get to 
buy your own insurance. That is my 
modification, and I would ask the Sen-
ator to accept the Paul amendment 
that is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the 
Senator agree to the modification? 

Mr. KENNEDY. Reserving the right 
to accept or not accept. Again, Senator 
PAUL—I understand his points, and 
they are very good ones. I would point 
out that his proposal—we have about 
84.7 million owned or occupied homes 
in the United States. Let’s call it 85 
million homes in the United States. 

Senator PAUL’s amendment would ex-
clude 52.5 million of them. Five hun-
dred thousand dollars on a home is a 
lot of money, but I think in places like 
California and Connecticut and New 
York, where we have seen cost of living 
different from my State, there are 
plenty of ordinary Americans, middle- 
class Americans, who have scrimped 
and saved to put together the money to 
borrow $500,000, and I don’t want to 
hurt them. 

But the second and the main reason I 
can’t agree to Senator PAUL’s proposal: 
I am just not going to stab my fellow 
Senators in the back. They do not 
know about these changes that are 
being proposed. They may be good 
changes, and I like the way Senator 
PAUL is thinking. But let me say it 
again, I know of at least 20 Senators, 
some of whom are not in Washington 
who care about flood insurance. And if 
I started agreeing to changes for the 
short-term satisfaction of getting to 
pass a bill, it is just not worth it to me. 

And I am not going to stab them in 
the back. They have the right to be 
here and participate in these changes, 
and they are not here because they 
don’t know about it. So for that rea-
son, I do not concur in Senator PAUL’s 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection to the modification is heard. Is 
there objection to the underlying origi-
nal motion? 

The Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. PAUL. Reserving the right to ob-

ject. What I am trying to find here, is 
there a compromise? Is there some 
level of rich person that maybe the 
taxpayer could say: Enough is enough; 
they ought to pay their own way? Is 
there some level of rich person’s man-
sion that maybe the average, ordinary 
taxpayer should not have to subsidize 
their insurance? 

So we have tried a half a million, 
which is about half the homes the ordi-
nary working class people in our coun-
try have to insure, why don’t we try— 
if we can’t do a half a million, let’s try 
mansions of $750,000. You would say, 
well, how many are there? Twenty-five 
percent of the national Federal sub-
sidized insurance are homes of $750,000 
a year. We are not talking about ordi-
nary people now, we are talking about 
rich, rich, very rich people getting sub-
sidized insurance from a program that 
loses billions of dollars and has to be 
bailed out every year. We have a gov-
ernment with a $1.7 trillion deficit. It 
goes on year after year. Nobody does 
anything. Just reauthorize it. Today 
we can make a compromise. So I offer 
the Senator a compromise: If $500,000 is 
too cheap and you want to insure half- 
a-million-dollar mansions, will you, at 
least, modify it to exclude mansions of 
$750,000 or more? I think that is the 
least we can do. 

And I would ask unanimous consent 
to accept the Paul motion at the desk 
that indicates $750,000 as the limit for 
the insurance. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object. I fear I am 
not being clear, and I am sorry for 
that. Let me say it again. If you own a 
$250,000 home and you own a $750,000 
home, neither one of you can buy more 
than $250,000 worth of insurance, be-
cause the maximum amount of insur-
ance that you can buy through the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program is 
$250,000. 

So what is the point of excluding 
someone who owns a $750,000 home? I 
realize it is in vogue to denigrate rich 
people, but they can’t buy any more in-
surance. It would be different if some-
one could buy $750,000 worth of flood 
insurance who owned a $750,000 home, 
but they can’t. It is capped at $250,000. 

So I have to respectfully disagree 
with my friend on that. And, No. 2—I 
don’t want to belabor this—I am not 
going to stab my fellow Senators in the 
back. The 20-plus Senators with whom 
I have spoken to try to negotiate a new 
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and better Flood Insurance Program do 
not know about these changes. 

And I would like to agree to Senator 
PAUL’s suggestions, but if I do, I am 
stabbing my fellow Senators in the 
back, and it is just not worth it to me 
because they don’t know about any of 
this. 

For that reason, I respectfully object 
to Senator PAUL’s amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator objected to the modification. 

Is there objection to the underlying 
request? 

The Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object. It is certainly not 
my intention to denigrate rich people. 
I aspire to be one someday. But I don’t 
aspire to ask for free stuff from the 
government if I ever become a rich per-
son. 

Why would we subsidize insurance of 
rich people? Is there no limit—is there 
no limit—is there no possibility of 
compromise on some mansion that is 
too large to be in this program? 

What about $10 million? We have 
tried $250,000. That was too little. You 
know, the insistence is we must insure 
these homes. We tried a half million. 
But the insistence is, no, everybody 
should get it. 

I don’t think rich people need sub-
sidized insurance. The program loses 
billions of dollars every year. We have 
tried 750,000, but apparently there still 
is this need and this desire to insure 
rich people’s beach houses. 

Why don’t we try one last time. We 
will try something that I think any-
body could compromise to and anybody 
would accept, and certainly I wouldn’t 
want to be the one justifying a pro-
gram that gives people who have $10 
million mansions insurance. Why not 
accept it and make someone on the 
other side support such a ridiculous 
policy? 

So my final proposal today will be to 
ask unanimous consent that the Paul 
amendment at the desk would exclude 
$10 million mansions from government- 
subsidized insurance. 

I think that is the least we can do. If 
we can get that compromise, it would 
bring at least some sense of sanity to 
this crazy program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to the Senator’s request to 
modify? 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, if I own a 
$10 million home—and I assure you I do 
not—and my neighbor’s home is 
$250,000, that is its value, which is more 
like it in Louisiana. And we both go to 
an insurance agent, and we say: We 
want to buy national flood insurance 
because we can’t get a mortgage with-
out it. Then the insurance agent is 
going to say: OK. Neighbor whose home 
is worth $250,000, I can write you a pol-
icy, maximum $250,000. 

And then they are just going to turn 
to me with my $10 million home— 
which I can assure you is fictitious— 
and the agent is going to say, I can 
only sell you $250,000. 

The suggestion that somebody with a 
$10 million home is being insured for 
$10 million is just not accurate. It is 
just not accurate. 

So what good is it going to do to tell 
someone in a $10 million home who 
wants to buy $250,000 worth of flood in-
surance—the same amount as his 
neighbor—what good is it going to do 
to exclude him? 

Some can beat themselves on the 
chest and say, boy, we stuck it to those 
rich people. But they are not getting 
any more insurance. And what it is 
going to mean to the program is there 
is going to be fewer and less premiums 
coming into the program, which will 
make it insolvent. 

You can see the difficulty in trying 
to reach agreement on the forms. 

That is why I am going to say it 
again. And I have proposed a clean, if 
you will, proposal that will just extend 
the current program, imperfect as it 
may be, until December 31. 

If we don’t do this, it is going to real-
ly, really, really hurt. It is not going to 
hurt the rich folks. It is going to hurt 
the ordinary, middle-class Americans 
who are trying to buy a home. 

And the second and final reason, if it 
were, or the third and final reason, 
frankly, if it were up to me to get this 
passed—because I am really worried 
about it, as you can tell—I would prob-
ably agree to Rand’s proposal, but I am 
just not going to stab my colleagues in 
the back. 

They don’t know about this proposal, 
and I think that of the 20 or so of my 
colleagues whom I have met with about 
changing the Flood Insurance Pro-
gram, I know they would like to have 
their say. And if I agree to the Sen-
ator’s proposal today—because they 
don’t know about his proposal—I would 
be stabbing them in the back, and I 
just can’t do it, Mr. President. It is 
just not worth it to me. 

For that reason, I respectfully object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is 

objection to the request to modify. 
Is there objection to the Senator’s 

original motion? 
The Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object. Let the record show 
from this discussion today that the 
Senator has objected to any limits on 
taxpayer-subsidized flood insurance, 
any limits: 250,000; 500,000; 750,000, even 
10 million. 

This is a program that loses billions 
of dollars every year. This is a program 
that can’t work for the poor people be-
cause we have got so many rich people 
in it. 

Half of the homes in the program 
cost over a half million dollars. So this 
is a problem. This is a program that 
loses money every year, and the Sen-
ator is unwilling to accept any limits 
on this. 

There is this argument that somehow 
he is defending all the Democrat Sen-
ators who can’t come here, but he 
could easily have said: I am not willing 
to object to this because these are rea-

sonable proposals and force the Demo-
crats to object to this. 

But he has taken this upon himself 
to defend the status quo, to defend the 
inclusion of $10 million mansions in 
this program. 

So I do object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Louisiana. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, you 

are getting tired of my saying this, I 
know. This rich $10 million American 
that Senator PAUL keeps talking about 
can’t buy any more insurance than the 
American who owns the $250,000 home. 
He just can’t. 

And I am going to try again. I will be 
back tomorrow, and like the termi-
nator, ‘‘I’ll be back.’’ 

Because in trying to punish the rich, 
when they can’t buy any more insur-
ance than the ordinary American, Mr. 
President, like you and me—250,000, 
that is the limit for the rich American 
and the middle-class American—this is 
going to put the entire real estate in-
dustry in jeopardy. And it is also going 
to put a lot of ordinary, middle-class 
Americans out there who have 
scrimped and saved, and they have got 
the money for the downpayment, and 
they are ready to buy a home, but they 
are not going to be able to buy it be-
cause they can’t get flood insurance, 
and their mortgage lender requires it. 

And by the time government opens 
back up—I hope it is a short period of 
time, but we don’t know—those inter-
est rates instead of 7.5 percent could be 
8 percent. 

And look, I get the politics of beating 
up on the rich, but the rich have noth-
ing to do with this. This is about ordi-
nary Americans. 

But I appreciate, Mr. President, your 
patience in listening to me today. And 
with that, I think I need to yield the 
floor, do I not, Mr. President? 

To whom should I yield it? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator can simply yield the floor. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Senator HIRONO from 

the great State of Hawaii or Senator 
SCHUMER? 

Are you seeking recognition, or are 
you just waving at each other? 

Mr. SCHUMER. I always wave with 
friendship and affection to my friend, 
the Senator from Louisiana. 

I was going to speak for a few min-
utes; is that OK? 

Mr. KENNEDY. Of course. I just work 
here. I am not management. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

NEW YORK 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I am 

going to speak on two topics; first, 
what is happening in my hometown of 
New York and then, second, what is 
going on over there in the House of 
Representatives. 

As we speak, my hometown of New 
York is experiencing some of the most 
frightening rainfall and flooding we 
have seen since Hurricane Sandy. 
About a month’s worth of rain has in-
undated Brooklyn in just a matter of 
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hours, and some parts of the city have 
experienced up to 5 inches of rain. 
Flash floods remain in effect from 
Manhattan to Queens to Brooklyn. 

And we are not through the danger 
yet. Another powerful storm is ex-
pected over the next day, and the situ-
ation remains dangerous. 

I will continue closely monitoring 
the otherworldly flooding we are seeing 
in New York. 

A little while ago, I spoke to the 
Governor to tell her that I will do ev-
erything on the Federal level to get 
New York the help it needs. 

Earlier today, I sent a letter to 
FEMA and a few minutes ago spoke to 
the FEMA Administrator, telling her 
New York needs help. 

FEMA has promised me two things; 
one, to deal with the immediate effects 
of the flood, any equipment and other 
types of resources they need; and, sec-
ond, later, to provide resources New 
Yorkers will need to rebuild and re-
cover. 

And here in the Senate, I will work 
to secure any Federal assistance pos-
sible to fund relief efforts and aid those 
who need to rebuild from the flood 
damage. 

Again, I cannot stress enough that 
we are not through these storms just 
yet. Everyone please follow emergency 
guidance and stay safe. 

CONTINUING RESOLUTION 
Mr. President, now on the CR and the 

shutdown, we stand now at the preci-
pice of an unnecessary, reckless, and 
entirely Republican-manufactured 
shutdown. 

In less than 48 hours, funding that 
pays the salaries of our troops for bor-
der enforcement, for TSA operations, 
nutrition programs, food inspections, 
all—all—will come to a halt. 

As I have said for months, Congress 
has only one option to avoid a shut-
down, bipartisanship. We needed bipar-
tisanship yesterday. We need it today. 
We will need it tomorrow. It was true 
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

But in the House, sadly, unlike the 
Senate, we have not seen bipartisan-
ship. We have only seen chaos. We have 
only seen paralysis. 

A few hours ago, Speaker MCCARTHY 
held a vote on a truly radical CR pro-
posal everyone knew never stood a 
chance of passing the Senate. 

And now, the House Republicans’ CR 
has failed to even pass the House by an 
unexpectedly large and decisive mar-
gin, 34 votes—much more than most 
expected. 

The Speaker has spent weeks cater-
ing to the hard right, and now he finds 
himself in the exact same position he 
has been in since the beginning: no 
plan forward, no closer to passing 
something that avoids a shutdown. 

The Speaker needs to abandon his 
doomed mission of trying to please 
MAGA extremists, and, instead, he 
needs to work across the aisle to keep 
the government open. 

Things seem to be getting worse for 
the Speaker rather than better, and it 
is time for him to try bipartisanship. 

Here in the Senate, bipartisanship is 
precisely what we are pursuing by 
working on our CR. 

Just yesterday, I am proud to say, 76 
Senators voted in favor of proceeding 
to the CR. 

I salute not only Chairman MURRAY, 
but Ranking Member COLLINS, and 
Leader MCCONNELL, and the so many 
others on the other side of the aisle 
who joined us in moving forward. 

We will continue working on the CR 
over the course of today and see if we 
can find some agreement to pass it 
quickly. 

I note that these 76 Senators are vot-
ing in favor of proceeding to the CR 
even as we work through debates about 
the final content of the bill. That is 
what bipartisanship means—not that 
we agree on everything but that dis-
agreements do not paralyze the proc-
ess. 

When the Senate finishes its work, it 
is imperative the House move on the 
Senate-passed, bipartisan CR. It will be 
our last chance to ensuring that a 
shutdown is avoided. Any more time 
the Speaker spends trying to cobble to-
gether hard-right wish lists that can’t 
even pass the House would be a griev-
ous mistake. 

So to Speaker MCCARTHY, let me be 
clear. If you don’t want our troops to 
go without pay, work in a bipartisan 
way. If you don’t want to see border 
funding endangered, work in a bipar-
tisan way. If you don’t want to see sen-
iors lose access to Meals on Wheels or 
cuts to nutrition for women, infants, 
and children or holds on small business 
loans, work in a bipartisan way. 

At the end of the day, these MAGA 
extremists who are the ones respon-
sible for bringing us to the brink fun-
damentally do not care about funding 
the government. Some of them are ac-
tually gleeful about a shutdown. Cod-
dling the hard right is as futile as try-
ing to nail Jell-O to a wall, and the 
harder the Speaker tries, the bigger 
mess he makes. And that mess is going 
to hurt the American people the most. 

I hope the Speaker snaps out of the 
vice grip he has put himself in and 
stops succumbing to the 30 or so ex-
tremists who are running the show in 
the House. 

Mr. Speaker, time has almost run 
out. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know 

there are others who are waiting to 
speak, and I will yield to them momen-
tarily, but I think it is important that 
the majority leader explain the entire 
story of where we find ourselves here 
today on the verge of a shutdown. 

The truth is, the Senate has not 
passed a single appropriations bill that 
passed out of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee by bipartisan support. 
Some of them were passed unani-
mously. The first bill, I believe, that 
passed out of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee passed out some 80 

days ago. Now, it may have taken until 
the end of July before we could get a 
House bill to then amend, which is a 
necessary procedural prerequisite, but 
the fact of the matter is, the majority 
leader, who is the only person who can 
schedule a vote on any of these pieces 
of legislation, has failed to bring any of 
these bills to the floor and successfully 
passed in the U.S. Senate. 

So 18 days before the end of the fiscal 
year, which is the shutdown unless we 
pass another funding bill, the majority 
leader puts a so-called minibus, or a 
combination of three appropriations 
bills, on the floor. That was the first 
time the majority leader decided to ac-
tually schedule a vote on anything. 

My point is that the majority leader 
likes to blame the House—and particu-
larly because it is a majority of Repub-
licans—so he acts like this is all their 
fault. Everything is just hunky-dory 
and bipartisan in the Senate. That is 
false. The majority leader has contrib-
uted dramatically to this shutdown be-
cause of the Senate’s failure under his 
leadership to pass any appropriations 
bills whatsoever. And, yes, it is no sur-
prise to anybody that here we are need-
ing to find some way forward on a con-
tinuing resolution—in other words, to 
keep the lights on—while we continue 
to work out other differences. 

I think shutdowns are a mistake. 
Shutdowns are a mistake because they 
don’t solve the underlying problem. 
They disrupt all sorts of people, and he 
mentioned some of the people they dis-
rupt, including pay to our military. 
Our own staff aren’t going to get paid. 
People aren’t going to be able to get 
passports through the passport office. 
If they have immigration problems, if 
veterans are worried about getting 
compensation or other benefits, they 
are not going to be responded to be-
cause of this government shutdown. 
Completely, completely predictable 
and completely, completely unneces-
sary. 

So I think if you are going to talk 
about who contributed to where we are 
today, the majority leader—I say this 
respectfully—this is in large part a 
Schumer shutdown because the Senate 
hasn’t done its job. This is not gov-
erning. This is not responsible. Again, 
the only way we can consider legisla-
tion in the U.S. Senate is if he sched-
ules something on the floor. That is his 
prerogative as the majority leader. 

But people ought to be held account-
able. People ought to be responsible for 
their own actions. And the majority 
leader has simply failed to let the Sen-
ate do its work even though the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, which is 
chaired by a Democrat, Senator PATTY 
MURRAY, and ranking member, Senator 
SUSAN COLLINS. They did magnificent 
work. They did what they were sup-
posed to do. But because the majority 
leader failed to bring any of those bills 
to the floor, we haven’t passed a single 
appropriations bill, and we are looking 
at a deadline of midnight Saturday, 
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where the government ceases to func-
tion because of the failure to do our job 
here in the Senate. 

The House has its own problems, but 
we ought to take care of business here 
first, and we haven’t done that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii. 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, thank 

you for your patience. 
I want to begin today by reiterating 

my sadness about the passing of our 
friend Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN. 

Senator FEINSTEIN’s death strikes at 
the heart of so many of us committed 
to public service, as she was. A coura-
geous trailblazer, she stood up to pow-
erful interest groups on behalf of her 
constituents and the rest of us. She 
was a fierce legislator, fighting to ban 
assault weapons, defend survivors of 
domestic violence, protect our Nation, 
and much more. But she was also a 
thoughtful friend. 

Just last week, she wrote me a letter 
expressing her happiness that the ban-
yan tree in Lahaina, badly burned by 
the wildfires, is starting to show signs 
of renewed life. She wrote: 

I hope that the beloved tree continues to 
recover and serve as a source of hope and a 
symbol of resilience for the entire commu-
nity. 

I, too, share her hope. 
MAUI WILDFIRES 

Mr. President, it has now been 6 
weeks since the fires tore through the 
town of Lahaina on Maui as well as 
several upcountry Maui communities. 
As the whole world has seen now, those 
fires were devastating, claiming nearly 
100 lives and destroying close to 3,000 
structures, most of them residences. 
Our hearts break for all those impacted 
by this tragedy. 

Within hours of those fires, though, 
the Federal Government was on the 
ground, providing assistance and relief. 
In the weeks since, well over 1,000 Fed-
eral personnel have traveled to Maui to 
aid in the recovery efforts, and more 
than $125 million in individual relief 
has been distributed. Additionally, 
President Biden requested $4 billion in 
disaster relief funding following the 
fires on top of the $12 billion he had 
previously requested. 

As I said at the time, disaster relief 
has always had broad bipartisan sup-
port, and there is no reason the Maui 
disaster should be treated any dif-
ferently. 

In fact, Speaker MCCARTHY agreed. 
When he visited Lahaina less than 4 
weeks ago, he said: 

We want to get the resources to individuals 
that could rebuild their life. We’ve got to 
focus on the children for the schools, get 
them back into the education so they don’t 
miss out. 

I couldn’t agree more. 
This funding is essential to our ongo-

ing recovery efforts, but now Speaker 
MCCARTHY, in refusing to stand up to 
the most radical faction in his caucus— 
I call them the chaos caucus—is endan-
gering these resources for Maui and 

other communities impacted by disas-
ters across the country. We just heard 
from our majority leader what is hap-
pening in New York City even as we 
speak. 

So, again, as we speak, the Senate is 
working to advance a bipartisan con-
tinuing resolution to keep government 
open, which includes $6 billion in dis-
aster relief. While clearly not every-
thing we need, it is a critical downpay-
ment that will allow the Federal Gov-
ernment to continue its important 
work on Maui and in other commu-
nities impacted by disasters across the 
country. It will allow FEMA, the SBA, 
and the other critical Federal Agencies 
to continue their disaster relief work 
as we work to pass a longer term fund-
ing agreement. But if radical House Re-
publicans shut down the government, 
that funding will be held up indefi-
nitely. 

My colleague, Representative JILL 
TOKUDA of Hawaii, summed it up well 
just yesterday in her testimony before 
the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee. She said that the people of 
Maui ‘‘have gone through enough, the 
wheels of government must keep turn-
ing to provide support and resources, 
so they focus on recovery and rebuild-
ing.’’ 

By forcing a government shutdown, 
Speaker MCCARTHY will be abandoning 
the people of Maui—the very same peo-
ple he vowed to help just weeks ago 
when he visited Maui. 

We are less than 48 hours from Re-
publicans shutting down our govern-
ment, and they have yet to even put 
forward a funding bill that they can 
pass. It is unconscionable. 

While these remarks are focused on 
the impact of a shutdown on disaster 
aid, make no mistake—a Republican 
government shutdown will have nega-
tive consequences for millions of Amer-
icans not just in disaster relief but on 
every aspect of their lives all across 
our country. This is not a game. We all 
want to know what it is going to take 
for House Republicans to grow up and 
realize that the chaos they are sowing 
is going to have real impacts on real 
people’s lives all across the country. 

Meanwhile, the Hawaii delegation, as 
well as the bipartisan Senate, will con-
tinue doing everything we can to keep 
government open by passing the con-
tinuing resolution that we have on 
deck in the Senate and secure the fund-
ing for our communities—funding that 
is so urgently needed. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUESTS—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to speak about the Senate’s need 
to swiftly confirm any U.S. attorney 
nominees. 

Two days ago, I came to the floor to 
request unanimous consent for the 
Senate to take up and confirm four 
pending U.S. attorney nominations 
that were being held up by one U.S. 

Senator, the junior Senator from Ohio, 
Senator VANCE. 

Two days ago, he said: 
My position is we should have a full Senate 

vote on each one of these . . . Justice De-
partment nominations. 

He also said: 
[I]f it’s so important to confirm these 

folks, bring them to the floor for a vote. 

But now that is exactly what he is 
attempting to prevent today. 

For decades, the Senate confirmed 
U.S. attorney nominees of both polit-
ical parties by voice vote or what is 
called unanimous consent in the Sen-
ate after they had been reported by the 
Judiciary Committee. Before the be-
ginning of the Biden administration, 
the Senate had not required a rollcall 
vote on the confirmation of a U.S. at-
torney since 1975—almost 50 years. In 
fact, during the Trump administration, 
Senate Democrats allowed every one of 
Trump’s U.S. attorney nominees—all 
85—to move through the committee 
and be confirmed by voice vote, unani-
mous consent. 

Let me tell you, as a Democrat in 
those days, I knew what I was getting 
with these U.S. attorneys working for 
Jeff Sessions, former Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions, and William Barr. I knew 
what was going to happen, but I re-
spected the tradition of the Senate. 

Now Senate Republicans have de-
cided to change the rules and are 
blocking the confirmation of these 
critical law enforcement officers. 

I have faced this before. Republicans 
had said they were going to object to 
U.S. attorneys but fortunately had bet-
ter thoughts on the subject as time 
progressed. 

Now, this year, the Senator from 
Ohio has proudly announced that he 
will—I will quote him, in fact: ‘‘I will 
hold all [DOJ] nominations. . . . We 
will grind [the Justice Department] to 
a halt.’’ 

Grind the Justice Department to a 
halt. 

U.S. attorneys are too important to 
be used as political pawns in a national 
debate. They lead our Nation’s effort to 
prosecute violent criminals. 

Don’t tell me that you are for law 
and order, but you want to stop crimi-
nal prosecutors from being appointed 
to the job. They lead our Nation’s ef-
fort to protect our communities from 
drug trafficking. 

I quoted some numbers the other day 
about drug trafficking and fentanyl 
deaths in the State of Ohio, the State 
where one of these U.S. attorneys 
would be going to work, in the Cleve-
land area. Ohio runs fourth in the Na-
tion in narcotics deaths, and for the 
Senate to respond by having one Sen-
ator from Ohio stopping the appoint-
ment of a criminal prosecutor to go 
after these cartels or drug gangs is not 
explainable. 

So I offered Senator VANCE the op-
portunity to allow us to schedule con-
firmation votes on all pending U.S. at-
torneys. I want to read exactly what he 
said from the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, 
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which, of course, is the permanent 
record of the Senate and will be read 
by future generations. 

This was on September 27, 2 days ago. 
Here is what Senator VANCE said: 

I am the new guy, and I recognize that I 
am a little naive when it comes to matters of 
the procedures in the U.S. Senate. But I have 
had a lot of jobs in my life; and yesterday we 
passed one vote and today we have passed 
zero votes. The time that we have spent de-
bating whether we should have unanimous 
consent over these nominations, we could ac-
tually use to vote on these nominations and 
end this charade and call it out for what it 
is. If we believe that these nominees must go 
forward, let’s just have a vote on it. Allow 
me to scrutinize them. Allow my colleagues 
to vote them up or down. That is a totally 
reasonable thing to ask of this Chamber and 
to ask of this leadership; and because of 
that, I object. 

Well, I accepted his challenge. I took 
his words to be heartfelt and truthful, 
that he wanted votes. So today we had 
two votes on two of the U.S. attorneys, 
considered by the Senate, which is ex-
actly what the Senator from Ohio 
asked for. 

But there are two more on the cal-
endar that he held up initially. He said 
on the floor during our debate that 
these weren’t people he was necessarily 
objecting to but that somebody else in 
the Senate might be objecting to. I 
didn’t know what that meant, but I 
wanted to give him the time to find out 
who that might be. It turns out there is 
no one else—he is the only objector— 
even though he said on the record, in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, that all he 
wanted was a rollcall vote on these 
nominees. 

Well, he is going to get the chance to 
keep his word that he put in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, and he is going to 
get a chance to have the vote he asked 
for. It is only fair. If we did it for the 
first two, we will do it for the others. 

Let me repeat it again. Senator 
VANCE did not only refuse to move 
these nominees by voice vote, as the 
Senate has done for decades, he is now 
backtracking on his own words from 2 
days ago and is refusing even to allow 
rollcalls on these nominees. 

This kind of obstructionism is be-
coming commonplace, I am afraid. If 
you take a look at this Executive Cal-
endar that we have here, there are 
pages and pages of military officers 
who have served this country nobly 
and honorably who are asking for a 
simple promotion they are entitled to. 
They are being held up by another Re-
publican Senator who doesn’t want to 
move forward on this, holding them for 
6 months from promotion. Is this the 
new way of doing business under a 
MAGA regime? I hope not. 

Rebecca Lutzko is nominated to be 
U.S. attorney for the Northern District 
of Ohio. She is a longtime Federal pros-
ecutor who has served as assistant U.S. 
attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
for the Northern District of Ohio for 
nearly 18 years. As a Federal pros-
ecutor, she handles cases involving pre-
scription drug trafficking, gun crimes, 

and corruption. Important? You bet it 
is. 

April Perry is nominated to be U.S. 
attorney for the Northern District of 
Illinois. She has significant experience 
in the private sector and as a Federal 
prosecutor. She served in the U.S. At-
torney’s Office for the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois for over a decade, where 
she handled narcotics, gang violence, 
public corruption, and fraud. Impor-
tant? You bet it is. Ms. Perry special-
ized in child exploitation prosecutions 
and spent 6 years as the office’s Project 
Safe Childhood coordinator. 

Are you concerned, as I am, about 
the exploitation of children, the traf-
ficking of children, the terrible sexual 
abuse that is taking place on the inter-
net? Do you think we ought to have the 
Department of Justice on that case? Of 
course we should. 

One week ago, Senator VANCE was 
quoted as saying, ‘‘My objection is not 
to the specific qualifications of these 
particular individuals who have been 
nominated.’’ 

So, here, he is not complaining about 
any of their resumes or their capacity 
to do the job and do it effectively. His 
concern—and he said it publicly, so I 
think I am going to accurately quote 
him—his concern is that the former 
President of the United States was in-
dicted, and he is very concerned about 
a Department of Justice that would 
even let that happen. 

For goodness’ sake, things happened 
in the Department of Justice’s activi-
ties during the administration of Don-
ald Trump that I objected to, but I 
didn’t stop the appointments of U.S. 
attorneys under Trump. I didn’t stop 
the people in law enforcement, who are 
keeping us safe in our communities. 

These are ably qualified individuals. 
I am asking Senator VANCE: In good 
faith, keep your word. What you said in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD is a matter 
of record, and you should stand by your 
word. 

For that reason, I make the following 
motion: I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate proceed to executive session 
to consider the following nominations 
en bloc: Calendar Nos. 314 and 315; that 
the Senate vote on the nominations en 
bloc without intervening action or de-
bate; that if confirmed, the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; and that the Senate resume legis-
lative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
HIRONO). Is there objection? 

The Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. VANCE. Madam President, in re-

serving the right to object, let me ad-
dress a few of my distinguished col-
league from Illinois’ comments. 

First of all, while it is true that my 
hold policy regarding the Department 
of Justice is not focused on any par-
ticular nominee, I do think this par-
ticular nominee is particularly trou-
blesome, and let me just talk about 
why. 

Ms. Perry is a figure who served as 
the chief ethics officer in the Cook 
County State’s Attorney’s Office dur-
ing the Jussie Smollett hate crime 
hoax. You may remember that from a 
few years ago. This is when a person 
accused people of engaging in a false 
hate crime, took a ton of State re-
sources to investigate it, and it turned 
out the entire thing was fraudulent and 
meant to gin up publicity for Mr. 
Smollett. 

Everyone pretty much agrees that 
Ms. FOXX, who was the State’s attor-
ney at the time, engaged in some pret-
ty unethical behavior, and Ms. Perry 
effectively rubberstamped it. Is she the 
sort of person who could be entrusted 
to impartially administer justice in 
the Biden-Garland Department of Jus-
tice? I don’t think she is. So I will be 
voting against her nomination. I also 
object to giving a streamlined con-
firmation process for her. 

Now, the Senator from Illinois is ap-
parently hell-bent on coming before 
the Chamber every single week to liti-
gate what I think and believe is a cor-
rupt and politicized Department of Jus-
tice. He makes much—and he makes 
much every single time we engage in 
this exercise—about the fact that the 
Department of Justice has never had 
this kind of hold policy placed on it be-
fore. I agree. This is a new and unique 
circumstance. 

What is much different about the 
Trump administration Department of 
Justice and the Merrick Garland-Joe 
Biden Department of Justice is that 
Donald Trump never tried to throw his 
political opponents in prison. This is 
crazy, banana republic stuff, and I will 
not stand for it. 

I will continue to hold these nomina-
tions, and I will continue to push back 
against the politicization of justice. 

Finally, let me just say that what I 
have asked for and what I will continue 
to ask for is that these nominees go 
through regular order. The Senator 
knows well what everybody else knows, 
which is that, as one Senator, I cannot 
prevent the confirmation of these 
nominees however much I might like 
to. What I can do is force us to go 
through regular order. 

I asked for a vote, Senator DURBIN. 
You can invoke cloture. We can vote on 
cloture. We can then do a recorded 
vote. That is what we have done with 
many, many nominees, and because of 
the corruption of Merrick Garland’s 
Department of Justice, it is what I ask 
with this nominee and with any in the 
future. 

Because of that, Madam President, I 
object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, it is 
interesting that we have got a new ar-
gument. 

Previously, he said: I have no objec-
tion to these nominees. I just don’t 
like the process. I want a vote. 

I said: Fine. You can have a vote. 
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Now when we ask for a vote on the 

two remaining nominees for U.S. attor-
ney, he is finding fault with those indi-
viduals. 

I hope he will take the time—and I 
know he is a fair person—to read the 
record about what Ms. Perry did when 
she worked for the State’s attorney, 
Kim Foxx. It is true there was a con-
troversial case before her office and 
that she was the chief ethics officer in 
the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice. She served in that office at the 
time the Jussie Smollett matter was 
being investigated, but Ms. Perry’ role 
as chief ethics officer was limited to 
recommending that State’s Attorney 
Foxx recuse herself and that the office 
seek the appointment of a special pros-
ecutor. 

Notably, Ms. Perry resigned from 
that office a few weeks after the pros-
ecutors initially agreed to drop the 
charges against Mr. Smollett. She has 
never been implicated, and to throw 
her name into this situation is unfair. 
I am sure the Senator from Ohio 
doesn’t want to do that. 

So listen to what he suggests—and I 
am glad Senator REED is on the floor, 
the chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee. 

Does it sound familiar? 
We have a group of people—of nomi-

nees—who have come before us who 
have been considered throughout his-
tory in a routine, unanimous consent 
way, and now the Senator from Ohio 
says we have to go one by one and have 
a cloture motion on each one of them. 
You and I both know, having been here 
a few years, what that means. It is 
physically impossible, whether we are 
talking about officers in the military 
or U.S. attorney nominees, to say we 
will just stack them up on the calendar 
and go through cloture votes, and it is 
unnecessary. 

If we didn’t single out a single U.S. 
attorney nominee in the Trump admin-
istration but gave voice votes to all 85, 
it is an indication of an effort of good 
will and bipartisanship even when we 
are suspicious of what the political 
agenda may be of that Department. 

To hold some of these people—the 
U.S. attorney for his own home State, 
the city of Cleveland—to hold this per-
son to this kind of scrutiny that goes 
way beyond anything we usually have 
been involved in is unfair to her, and it 
is unfair to the process and the system. 

I am going to return to the floor. The 
Senator from Ohio and I are going to 
be pretty familiar fixtures on this floor 
because if you say something in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, as he did—that 
all he wants is a rollcall, and we of-
fered a rollcall, just as I did, and he de-
nies it over and over—he has some ex-
plaining to do. 

If he thinks that standing up for the 
MAGA process here is something the 
American people admire, I beg to differ 
with him. 

We understand that the Department 
of Justice has an important job to do 
to keep us safe in our communities, 

and for someone to say—for a Senator 
from the U.S. Senate to say, ‘‘I will 
hold all [DOJ] nominations. . . . We 
will grind [the Justice Department] to 
a halt,’’ really? That is your agenda? 
That is why you came to the Senate? 

If the Department of Defense is being 
ground to a halt because of the pro-
motions of officers and to do the same 
thing at the Department of Justice, 
and we are facing a government shut-
down because of MAGA Members of the 
House of Representatives, the Amer-
ican people have a good picture, a good 
photograph, of the future if we go down 
one particular path in terms of the fu-
ture of politics in America. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 

Mr. REED. Madam President, I rise 
to pay tribute to our colleague DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN, who passed away, as we all 
know, this morning. 

As California’s senior Senator and 
the longest serving woman Senator 
ever, Senator FEINSTEIN was a trail-
blazer. Everyone has made that point, 
and it is a true, accurate, and compel-
ling point. 

In representing the country’s most 
populous State for over three decades, 
she occupied the national stage as well, 
and for many people inside and outside 
this Chamber, she became the arche-
typal Senator: prepared, professional, 
pragmatic, and unfailingly civil. Cali-
fornians rewarded her hard work by 
voting for her by wider and wider mar-
gins. 

She fought hard for the things she 
believed in and very often succeeded, 
but she never bullied or belittled those 
who took a contrary position. Her 
achievements are many: the enactment 
of the Federal assault weapons ban in 
1994, the 6-year review of the CIA’s De-
tention and Interrogation Program, 
which prompted significant reforms in 
the intelligence community. She was 
the leader in the reauthorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act. She de-
livered for the people of California, en-
acting laws to protect public lands and 
national treasures and doing the hard 
work to bring stakeholders together to 
resolve thorny issues and complex en-
vironmental challenges in her home 
State. She led on national environ-
mental issues, including legislation to 
improve the fuel economy of auto-
mobiles. 

I had the privilege and the pleasure 
to get to know her. We were both mem-
bers of the Aspen study group. This is 
an organization sponsored by the 
Aspen Institute of both right and left, 
thoughtful national security policy 
people. I was very honored to be asked, 
and DIANNE was a long-term member. 
To listen to her insights, to listen to 
her analysis, along with other very 
thoughtful people, was incredibly help-
ful to me, particularly as a more junior 
Member of the Senate, and, of course, 
her hospitality, her friendship, and her 
decency just was so apparent there as 

it was here on the floor in the U.S. 
Senate. 

In fact, as we look back, there is a 
very simple fact here that DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN influenced, in some way, 
every major policy challenge that this 
body and this Nation has faced over the 
last 31 years with her voice, with her 
vote, with her counsel, with her wis-
dom, with her unfailing commitment 
to the people of California and the peo-
ple of the United States. She literally 
never gave up. She never stopped. 

She is someone that will be remem-
bered, truly, as one of the greatest U.S. 
Senators in the history of this country. 
It was a privilege to serve with her. On 
this day, I wish her family and all her 
loved ones the comfort of knowing 
what an extraordinary woman and 
what an extraordinary Senator DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN was. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
H.R. 3935 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, 
Americans across the country are 
watching us now, as we near the brink 
of an entirely pointless and absolutely 
devastating government shutdown and 
wondering: How in the world did we get 
here? It is a great question and an infu-
riating one. 

So I want to take a few minutes to 
walk through exactly how we did get 
here, because the plain truth I want 
the American people to recognize is, it 
did not have to be this way. But a num-
ber of House Republicans, who have 
been working from day one of this Con-
gress to hold our government hostage, 
pushed the most extreme partisan 
agenda imaginable and set us on a col-
lision course for a government shut-
down. 

You don’t have to take my word for 
it. Just listen to what some of them 
have been saying: 

If a shutdown occurs, then so be it. 
We should not fear a government shut-

down. 

It is ‘‘not the worst thing that could 
happen.’’ 

And this quote: 
[M]ay be what it takes. 

Last week, of course, former Presi-
dent Trump—the same guy responsible 
for the longest shutdown in history— 
called for Republicans to shut down the 
government again. 

Unfortunately, it sure seems like 
these are the sorts of people Speaker 
MCCARTHY has been listening to—the 
most extreme, fringed voices in his 
party—when he should be listening to 
the overwhelming majority of people in 
our country who do not want a shut-
down, because, let’s be clear, most 
Members of Congress—like most Amer-
icans—on both sides of the aisle here, 
in both Chambers of Congress, do not 
want a government shutdown. They do 
want to see us working together to get 
our jobs done. 

This is something I have heard from 
so many of our colleagues when I be-
came chair of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee at the beginning of 
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this year: We need to get back to reg-
ular order. No more omnibuses. No 
more chaos. No more government shut-
downs. I heard it from across both par-
ties here in the Senate. 

So I have been working with the sen-
ior Senator from Maine to deliver on 
just that: to make our appropriations 
process work better, to get our bills 
done, and to ensure that all Members 
do have a say in the process. 

We have made some concrete 
progress; but over and over, extreme 
Republicans in the House have put up 
roadblocks and done everything they 
can to prevent Congress from getting 
even the most basic things done. 

The vice chair of the Appropriations 
Committee and I held nearly 50 hear-
ings this past spring to evaluate what 
resources our communities need in the 
year ahead. But, then, instead of being 
able to get right to work and negotiate 
top-line spending numbers and writing 
those bills as we finished those hear-
ings this spring, we had to press pause 
to contend with extreme Republicans 
who were then holding our Nation’s 
credit hostage and threatening a dev-
astating default if they did not get 
their way with unrealistic, draconian 
cuts to programs that this entire coun-
try relies on. 

It was a full-blown crisis. It was cre-
ated by extreme House Republicans 
who ground Congress and almost our 
economy to a halt. 

Finally, after their dangerous 
brinksmanship caused so much unnec-
essary drama and delay, President 
Biden and Speaker MCCARTHY struck a 
deal on spending levels that rejected 
the deepest, most damaging cuts. Now, 
it was not a deal I would have written 
myself—absolutely not—but a deal is a 
deal. 

The Speaker and the President shook 
hands. We all voted on it. It was signed 
into law. We had an agreement so we 
here in the Senate could finally get to 
work writing our bipartisan spending 
bills. 

And in the Senate, that is exactly 
what we did. The senior Senator from 
Maine and I said: Okay, let’s get things 
back on track. Let’s get back to reg-
ular order. Let’s write serious bills 
that can actually be signed into law. 

We agreed to work off that Biden- 
McCarthy deal in a bipartisan way to 
avoid partisan poison pills and give all 
of our colleagues input on those bills. 
We held televised, bipartisan markups 
with amendments, with debate. And, 
for the first time in 5 years, we passed 
all 12 bills out of the committee, and 
those bills passed overwhelmingly with 
bipartisan support. We then got a re-
sounding 91 votes to start work on 
three appropriations bills that passed 
unanimously out of committee on the 
Senate floor. 

As we know, a few holdouts slowed 
things down. But I want you to know 
we are going to keep working together 
to return to regular order so Members 
can debate appropriations bills and 
offer amendments, and we can get 
them passed. 

Now, compare that to the House. Did 
they work to produce serious, bipar-
tisan appropriations bills that can be 
signed into law? Nope. They wrote ex-
treme partisan bills—extreme—that 
are not going anywhere. 

Did they keep out provisions that 
they knew would be nonstarters? Abso-
lutely not. Their appropriations bills 
are a far-right wish list chock full of 
extreme policies that would undermine 
our response to the climate crisis, em-
bolden bigotry against the LGBTQ 
community, weaken commonsense gun 
safety regulations, and, of course—of 
course—impose extreme abortion re-
strictions. 

I mean, the list of extreme far-right 
policies that were slapped onto the 
government spending bills in the House 
is astounding. If you want to get some-
thing done for your constituents, you 
need to get serious, and those bills are 
not serious. 

Did House Republicans, at least, 
stick to the bipartisan top lines that 
President Biden and Speaker MCCAR-
THY agreed to and we all voted on? Not 
even in the slightest. Before the ink 
was dry on that deal that he shook 
hands on, Speaker MCCARTHY caved to 
demands from the far right to ignore 
those agreed-upon spending levels and 
take a hatchet to programs that our 
families rely on. 

In those spending bills, House Repub-
licans want to cut 80 percent—8–0—80 
percent, that is $14.7 billion from title 
I funding our public schools rely on. It 
supports nearly 90 percent of our Na-
tion’s school districts. That includes 
rescinding funding that Congress pro-
vided last year that schools have 
worked into their budgets and are 
using for this school year. 

They want to cut grants that keep 
our drinking water safe by more than 
half. 

They want to slash nearly $4 billion 
from lifesaving research at the NIH. 

In the middle of a childcare crisis, 
they want to cut Head Start by $750 
million and eliminate funding to help 
our States expand preschool programs. 

I am just getting started. I can go on 
all day with the devastating cuts 
House Republicans have jammed into 
their partisan spending bills with utter 
disregard for that agreement that we 
all passed a few months ago and, more 
importantly, for how harmful those 
cuts would be for those back home. 

Those cuts would hollow out Federal 
programs and Agencies to a point 
where basic government services that 
people expect to get done—whether it 
is food safety inspectors or air traffic 
controllers—would almost certainly 
break down. 

I don’t say all of this to score polit-
ical points. I am laying the facts out to 
make them plain to the American peo-
ple, who I am sure are just as frus-
trated as I am, about how pointless it 
would be to shut down and how ridicu-
lous it is that we are even at this point 
today. 

So here we are, days from a govern-
ment shutdown, and it is clear the only 

way Congress can keep the lights on 
and avoid a terrible shutdown is the bi-
partisan bill to continue funding and 
keep things open short-term while we 
work on those full-year bills. 

The House isn’t even trying to put 
forward a serious proposal to do that. 

Here in the Senate, the senior Sen-
ator from Maine and I have a simple, 
bipartisan bill that keeps the govern-
ment funded so we can continue to 
work on our full-year appropriations 
bills. It includes absolutely essential, 
time-sensitive reauthorizations for the 
FAA and other Agencies, and it ex-
tends urgently needed funding for dis-
aster relief and our allies in Ukraine. It 
is a truly reasonable, bipartisan bill 
carefully negotiated. 

We are working at this very moment 
with our colleagues to get this bill over 
to the House as soon as possible. But so 
far, Speaker MCCARTHY seems to be 
more focused on indulging a few Mem-
bers by writing bills with massive, car-
toon-villain level cuts instead of listen-
ing to the American people and avoid-
ing this shutdown. 

After wasting all of our time on his 
partisan bills, which will never become 
law, he tried to jam through a truly ex-
treme CR that would have cut agencies 
by 30 percent—30 percent—as if a 30- 
percent shutdown isn’t devastating to 
our families and the economy. 

They need to get real. If it were to 
become law, that extreme proposal 
would have been devastating for fami-
lies and for our country. Whether it is 
the Social Security Administration 
that is working to get seniors signed 
up for new benefits; the Department of 
Education that is working to process 
Pell Grants and financial aid for stu-
dents—those Agencies and so many 
others—would have had to figure out 
this Monday how to implement a 30- 
percent, across-the-board cut if their 
bill had passed. This Monday. 

Their bill would grind basic govern-
ment services to a halt. It would create 
chaos and almost certainly make the 
odds of a recession likely. 

As we just saw a while ago, that bill, 
fortunately, went down in the House in 
flames because it was not bipartisan, 
and it was not a serious effort to get 
our communities the funding they 
need. 

So the lesson here should be obvious: 
Partisanship is not how we get through 
crisis—any of them—especially in a di-
vided government. It is not how we pre-
vent shutdowns. We prevent shutdowns 
by rolling up our sleeves, doing the 
hard work of talking to each other, lis-
tening to each other, and hammering 
out a bipartisan agreement to keep the 
lights on. 

Fortunately, that is what we have ac-
tually done here in the Senate. We 
have a bipartisan agreement. We are on 
our way to sending it to the House as 
soon as possible. 

The good news: It is not too late for 
Speaker MCCARTHY to learn his lesson 
and do the right thing. So I hope in-
stead of listening to the likes of former 
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President Trump or the extreme right 
and continuing to push a bill like he 
just did that failed so badly, the Speak-
er needs to listen to all of the people 
who will be hurt by this shutdown, who 
will miss their paychecks, who will be 
cut off from healthcare and childcare 
and support they rely on. And then I 
hope he will commit to bringing up our 
commonsense CR bills to the floor as 
soon as possible. 

Let us get our jobs done. Let’s keep 
the government open. And then, in-
stead of retreating back to partisan ex-
treme, I urge Speaker MCCARTHY to do 
what so many of our Members on both 
sides of the aisle here in the Senate 
have called for and work together with 
our colleagues to find common ground 
and produce serious proposals that will 
make people’s lives better. 

Politics isn’t a game. Sometimes you 
just choose to do the right thing be-
cause you know quite clearly what the 
right thing is to do. Shutting down the 
government is not the right thing. Re-
fusing to work in a bipartisan way and 
forcing us into a showdown to show 
certain Members of the House Repub-
lican majority that you will fight 
Democrats, that is the wrong thing. 

The American people don’t want to 
see you fight the other party. They 
want to see you work with your col-
leagues across the aisle. That is what 
we have done in the Senate with our 12 
bipartisan funding bills, and the sooner 
we take the shutdown off the table, the 
sooner we can get back to work to pass 
those 12 bills that fund everything 
from cancer research to grants for our 
farmers, to top-notch medical care for 
our veterans, and so much more. 

So, as I have said so many times, 
let’s help people and solve problems. 
Let’s work together, not against one 
another. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

IRAN 
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-

dent, on June 27, 2014, an email was 
sent to an individual who works with 
Iran’s Foreign Ministry. The sender of 
that email was seeking advice on 
whether she should attend a workshop 
on Iran’s nuclear program hosted by 
Ben-Gurion University in Israel. 

The sender wrote: 
I am not interested in going, but then I 

thought maybe it would be better that I go 
and talk, rather than an Israeli like Emily 
Landau who goes and disseminates 
disinformation. I would like to ask your 
opinion, too, and see if you think I should 
accept the invitation and go. 

In a normal world, we would chalk 
this up to an academic seeking politi-
cally charged advice from a mentor. 

But I became concerned when I learned 
that this individual who wrote that 
email, who was actively seeking guid-
ance from individuals within the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry, now has a U.S. 
Government Top Secret clearance and 
works within our Defense Department 
as the Chief of Staff for the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Special Oper-
ations and Low-Intensity Conflict. 

Just to be sure we are following this, 
this is a U.S. citizen who wrote to 
someone inside Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
to seek advice on going to a conference 
in Israel and speaking at that so that 
they would speak instead of someone 
who was pro-Israel. They were asking 
their advice. 

Well, this individual is Miss Ariane 
Tabatabai, and that email was not the 
last one that she sent to her friend who 
was there in Iran’s Foreign Ministry. 
She also wrote him a few weeks later, 
on July 10, 2014, to let him know that 
she was offering testimony to Congress 
on the Iran nuclear deal and needed 
some advice on how to handle it. 

To be sure that we are continuing to 
follow this, she is going to be speaking 
to Congress, and she is asking the ad-
vice of someone inside Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry on how she should handle her 
testimony before the U.S. Congress. 

Now, some of my colleagues may 
have seen the Semafor article detailing 
these communications and the extent 
of Iranian influence operations against 
the United States. It contained details 
about the Iran Experts Initiative, re-
ferred to often as the IEI, which was a 
brainchild of the Rouhani administra-
tion. 

It tasked a handful of second-genera-
tion Iranians with planting pro-nuclear 
Iran ideology in Western think tanks 
and writing propaganda demanding 
compromise with Tehran. 

So the IEI is a part of Iran’s soft 
propaganda. It is very intentional. We 
know that they were using this to push 
pro-Iran stories. It wasn’t a casual op-
eration. The Iranian Foreign Minister 
and his nuclear negotiating team were 
involved in creating this group—cre-
ating this group—there to support 
pushing the nuclear complex, the nu-
clear buildup in Iran. 

Well, Miss Tabatabai was a part of 
the core group of the IEI, as it was re-
ferred to—that tight-knit core group. 
Remember, this is the Iran Experts Ini-
tiative. And from what we can gather, 
by all accounts, she was very good at 
her job. We know this because we have 
now seen emails between the Iranian 
officials in charge of this propaganda 
mill boasting about the success of their 
propaganda mill. 

And just a few years after Tabatabai 
made a name for herself, pushing prop-
aganda for Iran, the Biden administra-
tion invited her to take a seat at the 
table as part of Robert Malley’s Iran 
nuclear negotiating team. 

You remember Robert Malley. He 
was the lead negotiator on the 2015 
JCPOA—or, as we commonly call it, 
the Iran nuclear deal. And then, in 2021, 

Biden named him the U.S. Special 
Envoy for Iran. It was his job to bring 
the United States and Iran into compli-
ance with the failed nuclear deal. 

Now, this is a tweet from June of 
that year sent by a high-ranking Rus-
sian diplomat whose job it was to help 
reimplement this deal. It shows the 
U.S. delegation at the negotiating 
table, hammering out the details with 
the Iranians. 

And that is Ms. Tabatabai on the end 
in the pink blazer. She was not a back-
ground player. She was someone who 
had a seat at the negotiating table. 

For almost 3 years now, I have come 
to the floor to implore President Biden 
and his advisers to just pay attention 
to the blatant information warfare 
against our country that is being car-
ried out every single day by the new 
‘‘axis of evil’’—Russia, China, Iran, 
North Korea. 

Now, we have seen this take many 
forms. We see it with the remaining 
Confucius Institutes that are still in 
our country. We see it on TikTok. But 
for the most part, Biden has chosen to 
ignore the risk these influence oper-
ations pose to our country. 

Now, we know his administration 
found a willing participant in an Ira-
nian-influenced operation. He hired 
her. He gave her a U.S. Government 
top-secret security clearance and sent 
her to negotiate with the very officials 
that once she worked for. 

Remember, she was a part of the Iran 
Experts Initiative. This is beyond poor 
judgment. This is dangerous. It is also 
rather unthinkable. 

I would also remind my colleagues 
that earlier this year, her former boss 
and colleague, Robert Malley, was 
placed on leave after the State Depart-
ment suspended his security clearance. 
They had reason to believe he was mis-
handling classified material. 

Yesterday, we learned that the Pen-
tagon is going to review Tabatabai’s 
links to Tehran. But that is not suffi-
cient. I want to know how it could be 
possible that the Biden administration 
found nothing of concern when they 
vetted her. 

That is why I have sent this letter 
over to the Pentagon demanding an-
swers to these questions. The American 
people deserve to know. How in the 
world someone who had worked for the 
Iranian Experts Initiative had been a 
part of what was called the core 
group—how could they possibly get a 
security clearance? 

But, you know, considering the links 
to which this administration has gone 
to appease Iran, I imagine their re-
sponse will be just as satisfying as the 
other that some of my colleagues and I 
have received in our attempts to exer-
cise oversight over some of these for-
eign policy and national security 
issues. The American people deserve 
answers. 

I ask unanimous consent that my let-
ter to the Secretary of Defense regard-
ing the foreign contacts of Ariane 
Tabatabai be printed in the RECORD. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:44 Sep 30, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00022 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G29SE6.034 S29SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4821 September 29, 2023 
There being no objection, the mate-

rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2023. 
Hon. LLOYD J. AUSTIN III, 
Secretary of Defense, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SECRETARY AUSTIN: I am writing to 
express my concern over the actions taken 
by Ariane Tabatabai, the current Chief of 
Staff for Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Special Operations and Low Intensity Con-
flict (ASD/SOLIC). Iran is an evil, violent re-
gime that supports terrorism and seeks to 
annihilate freedom loving countries across 
the globe. Under the Obama-Biden adminis-
tration, your boss helped make it easier for 
Iran to develop a nuclear weapon—showing 
regimes across the world that the United 
States will reward them for abusing human 
rights. Last year, the Iranian government 
murdered a woman for not wearing a head 
scarf. There is no other way to put it: Iran is 
a barbaric country. 

This administration has gone to great 
lengths to appease Iran—taking the Iran- 
backed Houthis in Yemen off the Foreign 
Terrorist Organization list and ending U.S. 
support for Saudi Arabia and the UAE’s war 
against the group. And just this month, on 
the anniversary of 9/11, President Biden 
incentivized Iran’s terrorist activities and 
conceded our nation’s future security as he 
handed over a $6 billion payout to Iran. 

Given your administration’s intentional 
appeasement of the Iranian regime, it is un-
fortunately not surprising that you are al-
lowing those with close ties to Iran to serve 
in a senior role. It is vital to the security of 
our nation to thoroughly evaluate all indi-
viduals with links to the regime that wish to 
operate within the Department of Defense. It 
is imperative that no one with direct affili-
ations to the Iranian regime have access to 
sensitive information or influence over 
United States foreign policy. 

According to a report, on June 27, 2014, Ms. 
Tabatabai consulted with an individual with-
in Iran’s Foreign Ministry over attending a 
workshop regarding the Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram at Ben-Gurion University in Israel. To 
quote Ms. Tabatabai. ‘‘I am not interested in 
going, but then I thought maybe it would be 
better that I go and talk, rather than an 
Israeli like Emily Landau who goes and dis-
seminates disinformation. I would like to 
ask your opinion too and see if you think I 
should accept the invitation and go.’’ She 
also wrote to that same individual that she 
was to give testimony before the U.S. Con-
gress on the nuclear deal. 

Ms. Tabatabai’s relationship with Iranian 
government representatives, along with her 
malicious comments regarding our ally, 
Israel, as a representative of the U.S. De-
partment of Defense is undeniably unaccept-
able. Ms. Tabatabai’s ties to the Iranian re-
gime are dangerous and raise questions 
about potential foreign adversarial influence 
within the Department of Defense. Addition-
ally, these reports call into question whether 
Ms. Tabatabai should be permitted to a secu-
rity clearance with access to classified mate-
rials. 

I ask a response to the following questions 
no later than October 6th, 2023: 

1. What level clearance does Ms. Tabatabai 
currently possess? 

2. How long has she held this clearance 
level? 

3. Was her affiliation with the Iran Experts 
Initiative (IEI) discussed during the proc-
essing of her security clearance? 

4. Has the Defense Counterintelligence and 
Security Agency (DCSA) reviewed Ms. 
Tabatabai’s SF–86 for consistency since the 
release of this information? 

5. Is it a standard Department of Defense 
policy to clear speaking engagements with a 
foreign leader prior to finalizing the deci-
sion? 

6. Does the Department of Defense plan to 
question Ms. Tabatabai on if there is addi-
tional information she has leaked to foreign 
governments? 

7. Has Ms. Tabatabai ever been in the posi-
tion to make impacts that directly impact 
the country of Israel? 

8. Did Ms. Tabatabai have access to classi-
fied documents related to the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action? 

Sincerely, 
MARSHA BLACKBURN, 

U.S. Senator. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

ROSEN). The Republican leader is rec-
ognized. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

Congress has until tomorrow night to 
pass a straight-forward short-term 
funding extension and avoid a govern-
ment shutdown. 

All this week, and every time we 
have found ourselves in this situation 
before, I have offered my colleagues 
the same warning: Shutting down the 
government doesn’t help anybody po-
litically; it doesn’t make any meaning-
ful progress on policy; and it heaps un-
necessary hardships on the American 
people as well as the brave men and 
women who keep us safe. 

Right now, I am encouraged that 
many of my colleagues who share our 
concerns are working hard on amend-
ments to strengthen the pending legis-
lation and avert the disastrous effects 
of a shutdown. 

Congress has an opportunity right 
now to pay our servicemembers, border 
security personnel, and other essential 
workers; to keep important govern-
ment functions running; and to keep 
the lights on so the important discus-
sions we are having right now about 
dealing with Democrats’ border crisis, 
delivering disaster relief, supporting 
Ukraine, and reining in reckless spend-
ing can continue. And I would urge our 
colleagues to take that opportunity. 

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE 
Madam President, now, on an en-

tirely different matter, today, I join 
my alma mater, the University of Lou-
isville, in celebrating the inauguration 
of its new president, Dr. Kim Schatzel. 

As many alum will tell you, UofL is 
a special place. For me, it was the first 
place in Kentucky where I felt com-
pletely at home. And it is somewhere I 
continue to find fulfillment in my per-
sonal and public life. 

As a young man, it is where I met the 
first professor who challenged me to 
think for myself, where I tested my 
talents in my first art class, and where 
I was lucky enough to take part in 
UofL’s congressional internship pro-
gram. And that turned out a lot better 
than my artistic pursuits. 

These days, UofL continues to be an 
important part of my life, whether I 
am tailgating football games with 
friends, advocating on behalf of the 

university in Washington, or observing 
the success of the McConnell Center 
scholars. 

As President Schatzel steps into her 
new role, I hope she will find the im-
mense opportunity and access afforded 
to myself and every UofL student, 
staff, faculty, and alum who walks this 
campus. 

Throughout its 225-year history, 
UofL has hosted a long list of visionary 
leaders who shaped its success, and 
today I am proud to welcome President 
Schatzel to though those ranks. Her 
wealth of experience in both academics 
and business make her a valuable addi-
tion to the UofL family. 

Before joining the University of Lou-
isville, she led a successful career in 
corporate America. In just two dec-
ades, she rose from foreman on a Ford 
Pinto assembly line to heading up a 
multinational manufacturing enter-
prise. 

She would eventually pivot to an 
equally impressive career in academia, 
taking her marketing genius to higher 
education. As President of Towson Uni-
versity, she bolstered graduation rates 
and broke records in capital invest-
ment on campus. 

These are high priorities for our uni-
versity as well, and I look forward to 
partnering with her to bring similar 
success to the UofL and broader com-
munities. 

The city of Louisville, the Common-
wealth of Kentucky, and the entire Na-
tion rely on the University of Louis-
ville for its research and innovations in 
medicine, engineering, agriculture, the 
arts, and so much more. 

Leading a major metropolitan uni-
versity like UofL is a big job, but I 
think I speak for the entire Louisville 
community when I say: President 
Schatzel, keep up the great work. 
From one Cardinal to another, I wish 
her the best of luck and congratula-
tions this momentous day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon. 

REMEMBERING DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 

am standing here at the desk next to 
the desk of our fallen colleague, Sen-
ator DIANNE FEINSTEIN. It seems enor-
mously strange that instead of being 
able to sit here and have her next to 
me, her desk is covered with a black 
cloth and a crystal bowl of white roses. 

We come from the west coast where 
our States sit side by side, so perhaps 
it was fitting that we sat side by side 
here on the floor of the U.S. Senate. 

One thing, in particular, that Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN liked to do was share 
with me pictures of her dog Kirby, 
whom she absolutely loved. And she 
had a lot of pictures on her phone to 
show Kirby in different moments of de-
light. And I must say, for me, this was 
kind of a powerful, personal connection 
because I enjoyed showing her pictures 
of my dogs, Roxy and Lila, whom I love 
dearly. 

So even as we work on the great 
issues of international affairs or the 
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big challenges of America, sometimes 
it is just the personal connections, sim-
ple connections in life that can bond 
people to each other. 

Very few people’s lives are as full of 
as much history and consequence as 
Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN’s: the first 
woman to serve as mayor of San Fran-
cisco; the first woman to serve as a 
Senator from California; the longest 
serving Senator not only from Cali-
fornia, the longest serving woman in 
the Senate ever at just over 30 years. 

In 2009, during my first year in the 
Senate, she made a point to invite me 
as a freshman Senator to meet her 
friend the Dalai Lama. I had a chance 
to previously meet the Dalai Lama 
when I was head of the World Affairs 
Council in Oregon, and I had invited 
him to speak to the people of Oregon. 
But this was in a different context of 
the connection, the foreign relations, 
in which we were striving to elevate 
concerns about the treatment of the 
Tibetan people. She was a passionate 
supporter of Tibetan people. 

She had met him 30 years before in 
India. She had welcomed him on his 
first visit to the United States, as the 
mayor of San Francisco. She never let 
up on the importance of that challenge 
and her concerns about the mistreat-
ment of the Tibetan people. 

In fact, I also had the opportunity to 
work with her on the Congressional- 
Executive Commission on China, which 
strived to shine a light on many human 
rights issues, but one of which, cer-
tainly, was defending the Tibetan peo-
ple’s human rights and culture from 
the repression of the Chinese Govern-
ment. 

She was also a powerful partner as 
we worked together to pass the Em-
ployment Non-Discrimination Act here 
on the Senate floor, which we did in 
2013, and then to strive to elevate the 
Equality Act, the gold standard for 
ending discrimination against our 
LGBTQ community—an act that we 
have not yet passed on this Senate 
floor but absolutely should. I hope 
someday we will have the votes to do 
that. 

She just believed that nobody should 
face discrimination, everybody should 
have an equal opportunity to thrive 
here in the United States of America. 

We also served together for many 
years on the Appropriations Com-
mittee and the Rules Committee. She 
was a persistent voice in this last cou-
ple of years, time and time again, call-
ing for better pay for our Federal 
wildland firefighters. Now, that par-
ticular issue is so essential because of 
the fires we are facing in the West, and 
no one raised it as often or as passion-
ately as she did. As a result, we won 
that pay raise. I know that she would 
be insisting, if she was here today, to 
make sure that pay raise is sustained 
in any continuing resolution that we 
might pass in the next couple of days. 

She knew how essential that was out 
West, that we have wildland fire-
fighters who can work year-round and 

be paid decently so we are actually 
there on the job. 

I was proud to cosponsor her legisla-
tion this year, the West Coast Ocean 
Protection Act, to prohibit the explo-
ration, development, and production of 
oil off the west coast, a mutual concern 
of those of the west coast that our 
coast and our multiple fisheries—our 
crabbing, our whiting, our shrimp, our 
salmon, our groundfish—are not dam-
aged by oil, that our shoreline is not 
damaged by oil. 

It was essential, she felt, that we pre-
serve the health of our oceans against 
the potential damage of drilling off the 
coast. In fact, she was a strong voice in 
this modern conversation about cli-
mate change. She understood climate 
chaos and how the changing tempera-
tures are affecting us in so many dif-
ferent ways. 

At one point when we were serving on 
the Appropriations Committee to-
gether, I had a simple amendment that 
supported our international obligation 
to help fund an intergovernmental 
panel on climate change, and we had a 
deal between legislators on both sides 
of the aisle that we would simply hold 
a voice vote because legislators across 
the aisle felt it should be passed. But 
they knew anything that related to cli-
mate was so controversial, and they 
didn’t want to bring that controversy 
into the discussion about honoring a 
treaty obligation. So the agreement 
was to pass it by voice vote. 

When I proposed the amendment, 
Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN spoke up—I 
hadn’t filled her in on the back-
ground—and she said: This issue is 
about climate. It is so important we 
should hold a recorded vote. 

I probably went a little bit pale be-
cause I wasn’t sure that, as a recorded 
vote, we could vote to honor our inter-
national agreement. But, fortunately, 
and just by a single vote, we did. It 
worked out. But it just shows her com-
mitment to having a public discussion, 
public votes, public accountability to 
take on this incredibly significant 
challenge that we have faced with the 
changing climate. 

Senator FEINSTEIN helped open the 
doors of the Senate to so many other 
women legislators. She took weapons 
off the street. She believed torture was 
un-American and unacceptable, and 
those who are responsible must be held 
accountable. 

She raised vehicle emissions stand-
ards and protected so many of Califor-
nia’s and America’s beautiful outdoor 
spaces for future generations, including 
the interest she had in protecting Lake 
Tahoe. 

Yesterday, Senator FEINSTEIN, who 
did so much to open this government 
to so many, cast her final vote in the 
U.S. Senate. It was a vote to keep this 
government open, keep the American 
Government serving the American peo-
ple. 

She lived an exceptional life—a life 
dedicated to public service. She has 
left behind an enormous public leg-

acy—a legacy of tenacity, a legacy of 
and willingness to build bridges across 
the aisle to solve problems. I hope that 
many of us can just hope to do as well. 

My thoughts are with her daughter 
Katherine and her granddaughter Ei-
leen. It was an honor and privilege to 
serve with Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
here in the U.S. Senate. 

Thank you. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Ms. LUMMIS. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. LUMMIS. Madam President, I am 
honored to have had my first term in 
the U.S. Senate coincide with DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN’s time here in this Senate. 

When I learned this morning that she 
had passed away—the longest serving 
woman in the U.S. Senate—two words 
came to my mind: patience and kind-
ness. The Bible says that love is pa-
tient and kind. 

Senator FEINSTEIN and I disagreed on 
policy much of the time, but never re-
garding patience and kindness. DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN was unfailingly kind. She 
was particularly kind to other women 
Senators. She was the first to invite 
other women Senators to dinner, to 
lead our gatherings, and to focus our 
attention on things that are good for 
all Americans, without regard to polit-
ical ideology. 

As someone who arrived in the Sen-
ate the same week as January 6, that 
day set the tone for many of my first 
months in the U.S. Senate. But that 
day never set the tone for my relation-
ship with Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN. 
My conversations with her, from begin-
ning to end, were unfailingly cordial 
and kind. 

Particularly poignant were my obser-
vations of the relationship between 
Senator FEINSTEIN and her colleague 
from California, Senator ALEX 
PADILLA. The conversations I enjoyed 
with Senator FEINSTEIN and Senator 
PADILLA displayed his admiration and 
respect for his senior Senate colleague, 
based on a yearslong working relation-
ship going back to his internship for 
her. And his importance to her is on 
display in the beautiful artwork she 
created for him. That was a beautiful 
California duo. I know that Senator 
PADILLA will do her honor in becoming 
California’s senior Senator. 

So I conclude with positive memories 
of DIANNE FEINSTEIN—Senator, col-
league, and hopefully for both of us, 
friend. That is a lovely way to set the 
tone for political opposites going for-
ward. 

If patience and kindness is what love 
is, then that is also what Senator 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN is. Senator DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN is love. I salute her service. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wisconsin. 
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST 

Mr. JOHNSON. Madam President, I 
am very glad that you have taken the 
chair to preside because I want to talk 
about something I think is kind of near 
and dear to your heart. This is some-
thing that I passed in the Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee in the Senate back in 2019, 
and this was passed with bipartisan 
support. I am talking about a bill 
called the Prevent Government Shut-
downs Act. 

Following passage, I wrote an article 
in the Wall Street Journal. I just want 
to read the first two paragraphs of that 
column, published on September 22, 
2019: 

If the Legislature in my home state of Wis-
consin fails to pass the next year’s appro-
priation bills, we don’t shut government 
agencies down. We fund them at the previous 
year’s appropriation levels. Doesn’t that 
make sense? 

That common-sense approach should apply 
in Washington, but it doesn’t. By the time I 
arrived in 2011, Congress’s appropriations 
process was completely broken. 

It still is. 
The United States has since had— 

Again, this is as of September 2019. 
—the United States has since had three gov-
ernment shutdowns, passed 34 continuing 
resolutions to avoid shutdowns, raised or 
suspended the debt ceiling nine times and— 

Again, this was just 4 years ago. 
—increased the federal debt $8.5 trillion. 

So here we are, a couple days before 
the end of the fiscal year, 4 years 
later—our debt, by the way, has more 
than doubled; it stands at $33 trillion 
now—and we are facing a shutdown. 

Isn’t this ridiculous? There is no rea-
son for this. 

Again, back in June of 2019, I tasked 
up my committee members. I said: OK. 
I want to pass a bill that will end all 
government shutdowns forever. Take it 
off the table. 

Now, there have been a number of 
bills designed to do that offered in both 
Chambers, both the House and the Sen-
ate. 

I have three members of the com-
mittee—four members of the com-
mittee have their own bills. 

The bill I selected to debate, mark 
up, and pass was one offered by Sen-
ators JAMES LANKFORD and MAGGIE 
HASSAN. 

I chose that bill because—one bill ac-
tually increased spending; one bill de-
creased spending. But the Hassan- 
Lankford bill did what we do in Wis-
consin: You don’t shut an agency down; 
you don’t shut the government down; 
you just keep spending at last year’s 
level until the legislature can get its 
act together and appropriate the funds. 

So that bill that I chose that we 
passed—by the way, on a bipartisan 
basis. I believe every Democratic Sen-
ator on the committee voted for it be-
cause Senator HASSAN, Senator 
LANKFORD did a good job of coming to-
gether in a bipartisan fashion. They 
put some disciplines in there. 

But what it does, it just creates roll-
ing 14-day CRs. With those disciplines, 

Members can’t travel back on the gov-
ernment dime. You only have a 24-hour 
shutdown, I believe. There are other 
disciplines there that put pressure on 
the process to get our act together and 
start appropriating bills. 

If you don’t get it done in the first 14 
days, you have another 14-day CR, you 
do another 14-day CR, until we com-
plete the appropriations process. 

Again, not an efficient way of doing 
things. I think the reason most Mem-
bers say that they don’t want to shut 
down the government is we realize it is 
a very inefficient process, and it hurts 
people. It hurts people. 

So why haven’t we passed this in the 
last 4 years? Why haven’t some of these 
other preventing government shut-
downs acts passed in the past? Why 
not? It is ridiculous we haven’t done it 
yet. 

The result, by the way, has been 
what this chart demonstrates. Again, I 
already mentioned we are at $33 tril-
lion in debt. It is very important to 
recognize how out of control spending 
is here in Washington, DC. 

When we were debating the omnibus 
last year, I asked my Republican col-
leagues at the Senate lunch: Does any-
body know how much the Federal Gov-
ernment is going to spend this year? 

I didn’t get any answers. Maybe 
somebody knew, but they didn’t volun-
teer to answer. 

I went out and asked the Washington 
press corps, the folks who are supposed 
to be reporting on this to our constitu-
ents and to the American public: Does 
anybody know how much the govern-
ment spent last year? 

Well, it is over $1 trillion. Well, that 
is true in terms of discretionary spend-
ing—less than 30 percent of the budget. 

By the way, I granted them imme-
diate absolution. I said: I wouldn’t ex-
pect you to know how much the Fed-
eral Government spends in total be-
cause we never talk about it. 

Think of it. The Federal Government 
is the largest financial entity in the 
world, and, in December of 2022, the 
people I was asking—the people who 
should have known this—had no idea 
what in total the Federal Government 
spent. Well, the answer was about $6.2 
trillion. 

Let me put that in context. That is 
what this chart shows. The numbers 
are pretty small. So I will describe 
them. This column is fiscal year 2019 
spending. This is the fiscal year before 
the pandemic and the pandemic reces-
sion. 

This column is this fiscal year, fiscal 
year 2023 estimated spending. We don’t 
have hard figures yet, but we have a 
pretty good idea of what we are going 
to be spending. 

Just 4 years ago, in just the year 
2019, total Federal Government spend-
ing was $4.446 trillion—$4.4 trillion. Let 
me put that in perspective. In 2002, it 
was the first time we passed the Rubi-
con of spending over $2 trillion in total. 
Seventeen years later—it took us 17 
years to more than double that to $4.4 
trillion. 

This fiscal year that we are closing 
out in a couple of days, we will spend 
over $6.3 trillion. We are spending $1.9 
trillion more this year than we spent 
just 4 years ago. This is completely out 
of control. 

By the way, if you put us on a base-
line, based on just population growth 
and inflation—in other words, take out 
the massive out-of-control spending 
during the pandemic and just put us on 
a reasonable baseline—last year, we 
spent a little more than $5 trillion. 

But in the debt ceiling deal—which, 
by the way, didn’t raise the debt ceil-
ing by a given amount—but House con-
servatives basically gave the Speaker 
to negotiate $1.5 trillion. We have done 
one of these Washington games, which 
is suspending debt. It will probably re-
sult in a debt ceiling of $4 trillion, 
which will accommodate this mas-
sive—massive—deficit spending. 

So again, just to repeat: 4 years ago, 
$4.4 trillion; 4 years later, $6.3, almost 
$6.4 trillion. That is an increase of 
more than $1.9 trillion. And the deficit 
this year will be somewhere between 
$1.7 and $2 trillion. We need to get this 
under control. 

But I want to make an important 
point here. As dysfunctional as Wash-
ington, DC, is—it is grotesquely dys-
functional. I come from the private 
sector. This would not happen in the 
private sector. You wouldn’t take 72 or 
73 percent of what you spend in your 
private sector budget and say: That is 
on automatic pilot. We are never going 
to look at that. We are only going to 
look at 27 percent of the budget and try 
to control that. That is basically what 
we are doing here with discretionary 
spending this year. Twenty-seven per-
cent, we will focus on that, and we will 
ignore 73 percent and let it grow out of 
control. 

But again, this is a well-honed proc-
ess. This isn’t—it is dysfunctional, but 
the process is in place, and it is a well- 
honed process to mortgage our chil-
dren’s future, and we are witnessing 
that process. 

Again, this is my 13th year. I think 
every year, at least, a shutdown has 
been threatened, as we are threatening 
this one—again, disquieting people, 
worrying people, because if a shutdown 
does occur, people will be hurt. We can 
avoid it. 

But this well-honed process is play-
ing out as it has ever since I have ar-
rived here. Basically, you don’t do ap-
propriation bills without the House, 
without the Senate. You might start. 
You might start the charade, like we 
did this year, and start passing them in 
this Chamber, in September, a few 
weeks before the fiscal year. Obviously, 
you don’t have enough time to pass all 
of them. So then you threaten a gov-
ernment shutdown. 

You predict calamity, and then you 
load onto a continuing resolution 
spending that may or may not be con-
troversial. It is not where you increase 
spending. It is not where you put sup-
plemental spending. But that is what 
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we do. So it becomes controversial, 
and, all of a sudden, here you are 
threatening shutdown. 

Now the proposal on the table right 
now in the Senate is: Let’s do a CR 
with some controversial spending, and 
we will have that CR end the day be-
fore the Thanksgiving recess—a little 
pressure on our Members, just in case 
we can get our act together to come up 
with a couple of massive minibuses or 
just one massive omnibus to drop on 
everybody’s desk. And if they want to 
go home for recess, you had better pass 
that now. 

Now, my guess is we probably won’t 
be able to get that done in time, and so 
we will end up with another CR. This 
one will probably be scheduled to ex-
pire—oh, I don’t know, pick a date. My 
guess would be December 23 and De-
cember 24—the same process. That is 
what happened last year. 

Then we get it, again, dropped on our 
desk—about a 2,000-plus page bill. No-
body has time to read it, other than 
the people who wrote it. And you get 
the Hobson’s choice—vote yes or no. 
The problem with that, in addition to 
just the grotesque dysfunction of it, is 
the individual appropriation bills do 
not get the scrutiny that they deserve. 

If you bring up every appropriations 
bill—12—you have got to start some-
where around May. You bring up each 
individual appropriation bill. Now you 
can actually scrutinize it. The public 
can see it. We can offer amendments. 

Again, it is not a panacea. I am not 
going to say it is going to completely 
stop this runaway spending train, but 
it will be some constraint. It restores 
some function to this very dysfunc-
tional place. 

So what I have been pushing for, for 
4 years—and it is one of the reasons I 
withheld my consent on the minibus. 
And I appreciate the fact that the 
chairman and the ranking member of 
the Appropriations Committee were 
willing to work with me and offer me 
an amendment on the minibus to try 
and get a vote to maybe pass the Pre-
venting Government Shutdown Act, 
but other people are objecting, and we 
haven’t got that vote yet. 

So here we are, a couple days before 
a shutdown, and we need to do some-
thing. The House is having, obviously, 
a difficult time coming up with a solu-
tion. The Senate may pass something 
that really has no chance of passing in 
the House. I think we have to be honest 
about that. 

So, again, in order to prevent a gov-
ernment shutdown, what we ought to 
do is do something that people agree 
on. You know, rather than trying to 
use this moment to jam something 
through that people don’t all agree 
with, let’s try and pass something peo-
ple agree with, which is a bill that will 
prevent a government shutdown. 

Now, I chose a 14-day clean CR—be-
cause that is pretty much the struc-
ture of the Prevent Government Shut-
downs Act, rolling 14-day CRs, giving 
both Chambers the time to act to start 

passing these bills with a little bit 
more scrutiny than what minibuses or 
an omnibus would afford. It is a very 
commonsense approach. It is some-
thing we all ought to agree on. It 
would prevent a shutdown. It would 
prevent pain to real people. And all we 
have to do is agree to do what we all 
say we want to do, to avoid what we all 
say we want to avoid—a government 
shutdown. 

So, Madam President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of my 
bill, which is at the desk. I further ask 
that the bill be considered read a third 
time and passed, and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. HAS-
SAN). Is there objection? 

The Senator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, re-

serving the right to object, we can’t be 
back here in the same situation in 2 
weeks. We need a CR that gives us the 
actual time to get through our bipar-
tisan spending bills. Believe me, I 
would love to say we could get this 
done in 2 weeks. But we know that is 
not realistic, because even the three 
that passed unanimously out of my 
committee have run into delays, as the 
Senator from Wisconsin knows all too 
well. 

And, just as importantly, this bill 
does nothing to reauthorize time-sen-
sitive programs. It does not reauthor-
ize the FAA, which means chaos for air 
travelers. It doesn’t reauthorize our 
community health centers and other 
critical primary care programs, which 
means patients in our underserved 
areas will lose access to programs they 
need. 

And it doesn’t protect our wildland 
firefighters from a drastic pay cut. It 
doesn’t extend disaster relief funding 
or Ukraine’s aid. 

We have before this body a carefully 
negotiated bipartisan CR that does in-
clude all of those absolutely essential 
policies, that has already garnered 
more than enough support to pass here 
in the Senate, and that I am confident 
will pass the House as soon as Speaker 
MCCARTHY actually puts it to a vote. 

That is where our attention needs to 
be, not on a slapdash bill that puts us 
back here in 2 weeks and completely 
leaves air travel, health care providers, 
firefighters, and so much more in a 
lurch. 

I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mrs. MURRAY. I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

MORNING BUSINESS 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, had 
there been a recorded vote, I would 
have voted ‘‘no’’ on the confirmation of 
Executive Calendar No. 324, Thomas G. 
Day, of Virginia, to be a Commissioner 
of the Postal Regulatory Commission 
for a term expiring October 14, 2028. 

f 

HOPEWELL CEREMONIAL 
EARTHWORKS 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I rise 
today to congratulate the Ohio History 
Connection, National Parks Service, 
and local Tribal communities on their 
historic achievement of earning Ohio’s 
first World Heritage designation. 

The Hopewell Ceremonial 
Earthworks join the Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, the Grand Canyon, the 
Statue of Liberty, and 21 others as 
U.S.-designated World Heritage sites. 
The designation is reserved for the 
places on earth that are of ‘‘Out-
standing Universal Value’’ to human-
ity and will support the protection of 
the site for future generations. 

The Hopewell Ceremonial 
Earthworks are a series of eight an-
cient monuments built in the middle of 
the Woodland period, between 1,600 and 
2,000 years ago by people we now refer 
to as the Hopewell Culture. The 
Earthworks embody the artistry, spir-
ituality, and architecture of the Hope-
well peoples. They also reflect the com-
mitment to preservation and collabora-
tion that archaeologists and Tribal na-
tions have maintained over the years. 

This designation would not be pos-
sible without the collaboration of the 
Ohio History Connection, the National 
Parks Service, and local Tribal com-
munities. May the celebration and 
preservation of the Hopewell 
Earthworks tell the story of Ohio his-
tory for generations to come. Con-
gratulations. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 4:40 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker appoints the 
following Members to be the managers 
of the conference on the part of the 
House on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 2670) to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2024 
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes, in 
lieu of their appointments on Sep-
tember 19, 2023: 

From the Committee on Financial 
Services, for consideration of subtitle J 
of title X of division A, secs. 1085 and 
1086, title LXVIII of division E, division 
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I, and division J of the Senate amend-
ment, and modifications committed to 
conference: Messrs. MCHENRY and 
LUETKEMEYER, and Ms. WATERS. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2322. A communication from the Comp-
troller General of the United States, Govern-
ment Accountability Office, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘White 
House Spending: FY 2022 Certificated Ex-
penditures of the President and Vice Presi-
dent Were for Authorized Purposes’’; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–2323. communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Implementation of 
Executive Order 12938 Concerning the Pro-
liferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction’’; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–2324. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Audit of the 
Exchange Stabilization Fund’s Financial 
Statements for Fiscal Year 2022 and 2021’’; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–2325. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Financial Stability Over-
sight Council 2022 annual report to Congress; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–2326. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13660 with respect to 
Ukraine; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2327. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13288 with respect to 
Zimbabwe; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2328. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13692 with respect to Ven-
ezuela; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2329. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 12957 with respect to Iran; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–2330. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 12978 with respect to signifi-
cant foreign narcotics traffickers centered in 
Colombia; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2331. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘The Commission’s 
Privacy Act Regulations’’ (RIN3235–AN21) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 

September 22, 2023; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2332. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Investment Com-
pany Names’’ (RIN3235–AM72) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on September 
22, 2023; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2333. A communication from the Senior 
Legal Advisor for Regulatory Affairs, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Provisions Pertaining to Certain Trans-
actions by Foreign Persons Involving Real 
Estate in the United States’’ (RIN1505–AC82) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on September 13, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–2334. A communication from the Sanc-
tions Regulations Advisor, Office of Foreign 
Assets Control, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Corrections in the Iranian 
Transactions and Sanctions Regulations and 
Western Balkans Stabilization Regulations’’ 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on September 14, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–2335. A communication from the Chief 
of the Branch of Domestic Listing, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened 
Wildlife and Plants; Endangered Species Sta-
tus for Magnificent Ramshorn and Designa-
tion of Critical Habitat’’ (RIN1018–BE86) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
September 22, 2023; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

EC–2336. A communication from the Chief 
of the Branch of Domestic Listing, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened 
Wildlife and Plants; Threatened Species Sta-
tus With Section 4(d) Rule for Sand Dune 
Phacelia and Designation of Critical Habi-
tat’’ (RIN1018–BF89) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on September 22, 2023; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2337. A communication from the Chief 
of the Branch of Domestic Listing, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened 
Wildlife and Plants; Foothill Yellow-Legged 
Frog; Threatened Status With Section 4(d) 
Rule for Two Distinct Population Segments 
and Endangered Status for Two Distinct 
Population Segments’’ (RIN1018–BE90) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
September 22, 2023; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

EC–2338. A communication from the Policy 
Advisor, Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Technical Corrections for Eight Species of 
Endangered and Threatened Fish and Wild-
life’’ (RIN1018–BA54) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on September 22, 
2023; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–2339. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 

report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
WA; Yakima County Outdoor and Agricul-
tural Burning Rule Revisions’’ (FRL No. 
9203–02–R10) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on September 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–2340. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Wyoming: Final 
Authorization of State Hazardous Waste 
Management Program Revisions and Incor-
poration by Reference’’ (FRL No. 10614–02– 
R8) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on September 26, 2023; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2341. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Indiana; ArcelorMittal and NIPSCO Sulfur 
Dioxide Revisions’’ (FRL No. 10754–02–R5) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on September 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2342. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Texas; Updates to Public Notice and Proce-
dural Rules and Removal of Obsolete Provi-
sions’’ (FRL No. 10892–03–R6) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Sep-
tember 26, 2023; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–2343. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Revisions; 
California; Placer County Air Pollution Con-
trol District; General Permit Requirements, 
New Source Review’’ (FRL No. 11004–02–R9) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on September 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2344. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Delegation of Authority for 
Designated Facilities and Pollutants; New 
Hampshire; Delegation of Authority’’ (FRL 
No. 11112–02–R1) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on September 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–2345. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Washington; Southwest Clean Air Agency, 
General Air Quality Regulations’’ (FRL No. 
11155–02–R10) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on September 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–2346. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Washington; Southwest Clean Air Agency; 
Emission Standards and Controls for Sources 
Emitting Gasoline Vapors’’ (FRL No. 11175– 
02–R10) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on September 26, 2023; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2347. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
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Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal ‘Good 
Neighbor Plan’ for the 2015 Ozone National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards; Response to 
Additional Judicial Stays of SIP Disapproval 
Action for Certain States’’ (FRL No. 8670.3– 
01–OAR) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on September 26, 2023; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2348. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Disapproval; Iowa; Elec-
tronic Submittal of Air Quality’’ (FRL No. 
10989–02–R7) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on September 15, 2023; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2349. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Clean Water Act Section 401 Water 
Quality Certification Improvement Rule’’ 
(FRL No. 6976.1–03–OW) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on September 15, 
2023; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–2350. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Healthcare Fraud Prevention Partnership 
Biennial Report to Congress’’; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–2351. A communication from the Acting 
Commissioner, Social Security Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the Ad-
ministration’s 2023 Annual Report of the 
Supplemental Security Income Program; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–2352. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Report to Congress on 
Department of State Actions in FY 2021 and 
FY 2022 Pursuant to the Convention on Cul-
tural Property Implementation Act’’; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–2353. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Reports of the Cul-
tural Property Advisory Committee in FY 
2021 and FY 2022’’; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–2354. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Streamlining Medicaid; Medicare Savings 
Program Eligibility Determination and En-
rollment’’ (RIN0938–AU00) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Sep-
tember 21, 2023; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–2355. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Administration for 
Children and Families, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Separate Licensing or Approval Standards 
for Relative or Kinship Foster Family 
Homes’’ (RIN0970–AC91) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Sep-
tember 27, 2023; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–2356. A communication from the Senior 
Legal Advisor for Regulatory Affairs, Office 
of Recovery Programs, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Coronavirus State 
and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds’’ (RIN1505– 

AC81) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on September 26, 2023; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–2357. A communication from the 
Branch Chief of the Publications and Regula-
tions Branch, Internal Revenue Service, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Transition Relief and Guidance Relating to 
Certain Required Minimum Distributions’’ 
(Notice 2023–54) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on September 25, 2023; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–2358. A communication from the 
Branch Chief of the Publications and Regula-
tions Branch, Internal Revenue Service, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Tax Treatment of Staking Rewards’’ (Rev. 
Rul. 2023–14) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on September 20, 
2023; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–2359. A communication from the 
Branch Chief of the Publications and Regula-
tions Branch, Internal Revenue Service, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Guidance on Amortization of Research or 
Experimental Expenditures under Section 
174’’ (Notice 2023–63) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on September 27, 
2023; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–2360. A communication from the 
Branch Chief of the Publications and Regula-
tions Branch, Internal Revenue Service, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Additional Interim Guidance Regarding the 
Application of the Corporate Alternative 
Minimum Tax under Sections 55, 56A, and 59 
of the Internal Revenue Code’’ (Notice 2023– 
64) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on September 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–2361. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Determination Under 
Section 506(a) (1) and Section 614(a) (1) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (FAA) to Pro-
vide Military Assistance to Ukraine’’; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2362. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘U.S. Compliance with 
the Authorization for Use of Military Force 
in Iraq’’; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–2363. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant General Counsel for Regu-
latory Affairs, Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Allocation of 
Assets in Single-Employer Plans; Interest 
Assumptions for Valuing Benefits’’ (29 CFR 
Part 4044) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on September 25, 2023; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–2364. A communication from the In-
spector General, Railroad Retirement Board, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Board’s 
budget request for fiscal year 2025; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. CARPER, from the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works: 

Report to accompany S. 2195, a bill to 
amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to reau-

thorize the diesel emissions reduction pro-
gram (Rept. No. 118–100). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. RICKETTS (for himself and Ms. 
SMITH): 

S. 2996. A bill to amend the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act to extend 
and enhance the Rural Microentrepreneur 
Assistance Program, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. TILLIS: 

S. 2997. A bill to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to increase the mileage of the 
Appalachian Development Highway System 
to provide for improvements to and expan-
sion of Corridor K in North Carolina, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
WARNOCK): 

S. 2998. A bill to amend the Food and Agri-
culture Act of 1977 and the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 to modify provisions 
relating to matching funds requirements for 
research and extension activities at eligible 
institutions and related reporting require-
ments; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. SCOTT 
of South Carolina, Mr. WICKER, and 
Mr. JOHNSON): 

S. 2999. A bill making continuing appro-
priations for certain employees and contrac-
tors of U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment in the event of a Government shut-
down; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. RICKETTS, and 
Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. 3000. A bill to repeal Freedom Support 
Act section 907 waiver authority with re-
spect to assistance to Azerbaijan; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, and Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 3001. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the exemption 
from the excise tax on alternative motorboat 
fuels sold as supplies for vessels or aircraft 
to include certain vessels serving only one 
coast; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. HIRONO: 

S. 3002. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the clean fuel 
production credit to provide a special rate 
for sustainable vessel fuel; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mr. COONS, Mr. WELCH, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. WARNER): 

S.J. Res. 46. A joint resolution commemo-
rating the fifth anniversary of the murder of 
Jamal Khashoggi and calling for account-
ability; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4827 September 29, 2023 
SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 

SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. LUMMIS (for herself, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. Res. 386. A resolution designating Octo-
ber 4, 2023, as National Energy Appreciation 
Day to celebrate the people who work to 
power the United States and the economy of 
the United States and to build awareness of 
the important role that the energy producers 
of the United States play in reducing pov-
erty, strengthening national security, and 
improving the quality of life for people 
around the world; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. KING): 

S. Res. 387. A resolution designating Octo-
ber 12, 2023, as ‘‘National Loggers Day’’; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. SULLIVAN, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. KING, Mr. REED, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. CASSIDY): 

S. Res. 388. A resolution designating the 
week of September 25 through September 29, 
2023, as ‘‘National Clean Energy Week’’; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 26 

At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
26, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the amend-
ments made to reporting of third party 
network transactions by the American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021. 

S. 89 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 
name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 89, a bill to provide that Members 
of Congress may not receive pay after 
October 1 of any fiscal year in which 
Congress has not approved a concur-
rent resolution on the budget and 
passed the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 219 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 
name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 219, a bill to provide that Mem-
bers of Congress may not receive pay 
after October 1 of any fiscal year in 
which Congress has not approved a con-
current resolution on the budget and 
passed the regular appropriations bills. 

S. 673 

At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 673, a bill to allow non-
profit child care providers to partici-
pate in certain loan programs of the 
Small Business Administration, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 805 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 805, a bill to amend the Tariff 
Act of 1930 to increase civil penalties 
for, and improve enforcement with re-
spect to, customs fraud, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1481 
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1481, a bill to amend the Investment 
Company Act of 1940 to postpone the 
date of payment or satisfaction upon 
redemption of certain securities in the 
case of the financial exploitation of 
specified adults, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1602 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 1602, a bill to pro-
vide for grants to address maternal 
mental health conditions and sub-
stance use disorders, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2378 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2378, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase excise 
taxes on fuel used by private jets, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2647 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) and the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2647, a bill to im-
prove research and data collection on 
stillbirths, and for other purposes. 

S. 2791 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2791, a bill to amend title 14, 
United States Code, to make appropria-
tions for Coast Guard pay in the event 
an appropriations Act expires before 
the enactment of a new appropriations 
Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 2824 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2824, a bill to secure the borders of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

S. 2835 
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2835, a bill making continuing 
appropriations for military pay in the 
event of a Government shutdown. 

S. 2911 
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2911, a bill to prohibit the 
President and the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services from declaring 
certain emergencies or disasters for the 
purpose of imposing gun control. 

S. 2982 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2982, a bill to require a 
GAO study on the sale of illicit drugs 
online, and for other purposes. 

S. 2988 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2988, a bill to establish a 
Green New Deal for public schools. 

S. 2994 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2994, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to sup-
port upgrades at existing hydroelectric 
dams in order to increase clean energy 
production, improve the resiliency and 
reliability of the United States electric 
grid, enhance the health of the Na-
tion’s rivers and associated wildlife 
habitats, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1298 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY), the Senator from North 
Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY) and the 
Senator from Alaska (Mr. SULLIVAN) 
were added as cosponsors of amend-
ment No. 1298 intended to be proposed 
to H.R. 3935, a bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to reauthorize and 
improve the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 386—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 4, 2023, AS NA-
TIONAL ENERGY APPRECIATION 
DAY TO CELEBRATE THE PEO-
PLE WHO WORK TO POWER THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE ECON-
OMY OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND TO BUILD AWARENESS OF 
THE IMPORTANT ROLE THAT 
THE ENERGY PRODUCERS OF 
THE UNITED STATES PLAY IN 
REDUCING POVERTY, STRENGTH-
ENING NATIONAL SECURITY, 
AND IMPROVING THE QUALITY 
OF LIFE FOR PEOPLE AROUND 
THE WORLD 

Ms. LUMMIS (for herself, Mr. RISCH, 
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. CRAMER, 
Mr. SULLIVAN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Mr. CRUZ) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 386 

Whereas energy is a vital part of daily life 
and has greatly improved the standard of liv-
ing in the United States and around the 
world; 

Whereas the energy mix in the United 
States reflects an all-of-the-above energy ap-
proach, which is important for keeping en-
ergy affordable, reliable, and efficient; 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4828 September 29, 2023 
Whereas the efficient use of the natural re-

sources of the United States is a key part of 
strengthening the national security of the 
United States; 

Whereas access to affordable, reliable en-
ergy supports economic growth and creates 
upward mobility; 

Whereas the use of advanced energy tech-
nology has greatly reduced emissions associ-
ated with energy development and use while 
supporting sustained economic growth 
alongside continued environmental improve-
ment; 

Whereas the men and women who play a 
part in building, maintaining, and delivering 
access to energy should be commended for 
their hard work and vital role in modern life; 

Whereas access to energy throughout the 
United States has more than doubled life ex-
pectancy; 

Whereas access to energy has reduced the 
percentage of the global population living in 
poverty from more than 40 percent to less 
than 10 percent; 

Whereas the energy industry accounts for 
7,800,000 jobs in the United States; 

Whereas each direct job in the oil and nat-
ural gas industry of the United States gen-
erates 3.7 jobs elsewhere in the economy of 
the United States, ultimately supporting 
10,800,000 jobs that account for 5.4 percent of 
employment in the United States; 

Whereas Federal oil and natural gas leases 
for onshore and offshore development 
brought in more than $22,000,000,000 in rev-
enue for the Federal Government in 2022; 

Whereas the United States oil and natural 
gas industry alone generates nearly 
$1,800,000,000,000 in gross domestic product 
per year; 

Whereas coal continues to serve as a reli-
able and affordable source of baseload power 
for consumers across the United States and 
provided 19.5 percent of the utility-scale 
electricity in the United States in 2022; 

Whereas hydroelectric power infrastruc-
ture contributes significant clean and reli-
able baseload power to the energy grid of the 
United States and vital grid flexibility with 
the ability to scale up or down to match 
fluxes in consumer demand; 

Whereas innovation in the nuclear energy 
industry of the United States has led to the 
annual generation capacity of about 100,000 
megawatts of safe, clean, and reliable nu-
clear power; and 

Whereas renewable energy employment 
continues to expand, with solar jobs account-
ing for the largest area of growth: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 4, 2023, as National 

Energy Appreciation Day; and 
(2) encourages the Federal Government, 

States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the 
United States to observe National Energy 
Appreciation Day with appropriate events to 
promote education on and celebrate the role 
of modern energy systems in everyday life. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 387—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 12, 2023, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL LOGGERS DAY’’ 

Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. KING) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 387 

Whereas the logging industry has served as 
an economic driver and cultural tradition in 
the United States for centuries; 

Whereas the logging industry creates rural 
jobs and provides revenue for local and State 
governments and National forests; 

Whereas loggers provide renewable mate-
rial for products used by people in the United 
States every day; 

Whereas loggers are the first link in the 
$300,000,000,000 domestic forest products sup-
ply chain; 

Whereas loggers are the means by which 
healthy forest management plans are accom-
plished; 

Whereas logging provides for healthy for-
ests, which— 

(1) maintain vital animal habitats; 
(2) protect watersheds; 
(3) sequester carbon; 
(4) provide public recreational opportuni-

ties; and 
(5) reduce loss of life and property from 

wildfires; and 
Whereas logging provides for healthy for-

ests through regeneration, including by 
planting 2,500,000,000 trees annually: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates October 12, 2023, as ‘‘Na-

tional Loggers Day’’; and 
(2) encourages the President to officially 

designate October 12th as ‘‘National Loggers 
Day’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 388—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 25 THROUGH SEP-
TEMBER 29, 2023, AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
CLEAN ENERGY WEEK’’ 

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. SULLIVAN, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. KING, Mr. REED, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. TILLIS, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. WARREN, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, and Mr. CASSIDY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. RES. 388 

Whereas, across the United States, clean 
and readily abundant forms of energy are 
powering more homes and businesses than 
ever before; 

Whereas clean energy generation is readily 
available from zero- and low-emissions 
sources; 

Whereas the clean energy sector is a grow-
ing part of the economy and has been a key 
driver of economic growth in the United 
States in recent years; 

Whereas technological innovation can fur-
ther reduce costs, enhance reliability, and 
increase deployment of clean energy sources; 

Whereas the report of the Department of 
Energy entitled ‘‘United States Energy & 
Employment Report 2023’’ found that, at the 
end of 2022, the energy and energy efficiency 
sectors in the United States employed ap-
proximately 8,100,000 individuals; 

Whereas the scaling of affordable and ex-
portable clean energy is essential to reduc-
ing global emissions; 

Whereas clean energy jobs contribute to 
the growth of local economies; and 

Whereas innovative clean energy solutions 
and clean energy jobs are part of the energy 
future of the United States: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of September 25 

through September 29, 2023, as ‘‘National 
Clean Energy Week’’; 

(2) encourages individuals and organiza-
tions across the United States to support 
commonsense solutions that address the eco-
nomic, environmental, and energy needs of 
the United States in the 21st century; 

(3) encourages the Federal Government, 
States, municipalities, and individuals to in-
vest in affordable, clean, and low-emitting 
energy technologies; 

(4) supports reliable and affordable energy 
for the people of the United States; and 

(5) recognizes the role of entrepreneurs and 
small businesses in ensuring the leadership 
of the United States in the global energy 
marketplace and in supporting low-cost, 
clean, and reliable energy in the United 
States. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1300. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHU-
MER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, 
to amend title 49, United States Code, to re-
authorize and improve the Federal Aviation 
Administration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 1301. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHU-
MER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1302. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHU-
MER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1303. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1292 
proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) 
to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 1304. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 1292 
proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) 
to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 1305. Mr. VANCE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. 
MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1306. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. 
MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1307. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. 
MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1308. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. 
MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1309. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1310. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1311. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1312. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 
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SA 1313. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 

intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1314. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1315. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1316. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1317. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1318. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1319. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1320. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1321. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1322. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1323. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1324. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHU-
MER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1325. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHU-
MER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1326. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1327. Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Ms. 
LUMMIS) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 1292 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to 
the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 1328. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1329. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1330. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 

1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1331. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment SA 
1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MUR-
RAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1332. Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr. 
JOHNSON) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed to amendment SA 1292 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to 
the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 1333. Ms. CANTWELL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHU-
MER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1334. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. 
MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1335. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. 
MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1336. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 3935, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 1337. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mrs. 
MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, supra; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1338. Mr. LANKFORD submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1092 proposed by Mrs. MUR-
RAY (for herself and Ms. COLLINS) to the bill 
H.R. 4366, making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2024, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1300. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. Amounts made available under 
section 101 of this Act may not be used to re-
imburse non-Federal entities for onward des-
tination transportation or transportation 
from one non-Federal entity to another non- 
Federal entity of individuals encountered by 
the Department of Homeland Security if any 
member of the family unit or an individual 
has been convicted of a criminal offense or 
other immigration violation, unless such 
transportation is operationally necessary to 
facilitate a removal. 

SA 1301. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-

grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. Notwithstanding section 101, 
the fourth proviso under the heading ‘‘U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection—Operations 
and Support’’ in title II of division F of Pub-
lic Law 117–328 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘ ‘U.S. Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement—Operations and Support’ to 
support enforcement, detention, and removal 
operations, including transportation of unac-
companied alien minors’’ for ‘‘ ‘Federal 
Emergency Management Agency—Federal 
Assistance’ to support sheltering and related 
activities provided by non-Federal entities, 
including facility improvements and con-
struction, in support of relieving over-
crowding in short-term holding facilities of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, of 
which not to exceed $11,200,000 shall be for 
the administrative costs of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.’’. 

SA 1302. Mr. HAGERTY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. (a) Notwithstanding section 
101, the fourth proviso under the heading 
‘‘U.S. Customs and Border Protection—Oper-
ations and Support’’ in title II of Division F 
of Public Law 117–328 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘$720,000,000’’ for ‘‘$800,000,000’’: 
Provided, That these funds may not be used 
for onward destination transportation or 
service-provider-to-service-provider trans-
portation for aliens convicted of criminal of-
fenses or other immigration violations, un-
less operationally necessary to facilitate a 
removal. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 101, the mat-
ter preceding the first proviso under the 
heading ‘‘U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion—Operations and Support’’ in title II of 
Division F of Public Law 117–328 shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘$15,510,694,000’’ for 
‘‘$15,590,694,000’’. 

(c) Notwithstanding section 101, the 
amounts made available for ‘‘U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement—Operations 
and Support’’ in title II of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied by substituting— 

(1) ‘‘$8,476,305,000’’ for ‘‘$8,396,305,000’’; and 
(2) ‘‘$4,261,786,000’’ for ‘‘$4,181,786,000’’. 

SA 1303. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for 
himself and Mr. RUBIO) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place in title I of divi-
sion B, insert the following: 
SEC. 21ll. REHABILITATION AND REPAIR OF 

FLOOD AND STORM DAMAGE REDUC-
TION PROJECTS. 

Any requirement under section 103 of the 
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 
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U.S.C. 2213) with respect to easements shall 
not apply to construction or rehabilitation 
and repair of damages to shore protection 
projects caused by natural disasters using 
amounts made available to the Corps of En-
gineers for flood and storm damage reduc-
tion projects. 

SA 1304. Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for 
himself and Mr. RUBIO) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

On page 27, strike line 15 and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘$5,500,000,000’’ on line 21 and 
insert ‘‘$16,500,000,000, for an additional 
amount for fiscal year 2024, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which $1,000,000 shall 
be transferred to ‘Office of the Inspector 
General—Operations and Support’ for audits 
and investigations of activities funded under 
‘Federal Emergency 20 Management Agen-
cy—Disaster Relief Fund’ and 
$16,499,000,000.’’. 

SA 1305. Mr. VANCE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place in title II, insert 
the following: 
SEC. lll. PROHIBITION ON THE IMPOSITION 

OF MASK MANDATES. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Freedom to Breathe Act’’. 
(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AIR CARRIER.—The term ‘‘air carrier’’ 

means an air carrier conducting passenger 
operations under part 121 of title 14, Code of 
Federal Regulations. 

(2) APPLICABLE PERIOD.—The term ‘‘appli-
cable period’’ means the period that begins 
on the date of enactment of this section and 
ends on December 31, 2024. 

(3) COMMUTER RAIL PASSENGER TRANSPOR-
TATION.—The term ‘‘commuter rail passenger 
transportation’’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 24102 of title 49, United 
States Code. 

(4) ESEA DEFINITIONS.—The terms ‘‘ele-
mentary school’’ and ‘‘secondary school’’ 
have the meanings given the terms in sec-
tion 8101 of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801 et seq.). 

(5) COVERED EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION.— 
The term ‘‘covered educational institution’’ 
means an elementary school, secondary 
school, or institution of higher education 
that receives Federal funds. 

(6) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The 
term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has 
the meaning given that term in section 102 of 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1002). 

(7) MASK.—The term ‘‘mask’’ means a ma-
terial covering the nose and mouth of the 
wearer, excluding face shields. 

(8) MASK MANDATE.—The term ‘‘mask man-
date’’ means an order, directive, or ordi-
nance which requires an individual to wear a 

mask to travel on any conveyance, or to 
enter or remain in any place within the 
United States, in response to a public health 
emergency. 

(9) NATIONAL AIRSPACE SYSTEM.—The term 
‘‘national airspace system’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 245.5 of title 32, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or a successor 
regulation). 

(10) PUBLIC TRANSIT.—The term ‘‘public 
transit’’— 

(A) means a regular, continuing shared- 
ride surface transportation service that is 
open to the general public or open to a seg-
ment of the general public defined by age, 
disability, or low income; and 

(B) includes— 
(i) intercity passenger rail transportation 

provided by the entity described in chapter 
243 of title 49, United States Code (or a suc-
cessor to such entity); 

(ii) intercity bus service; 
(iii) charter bus service; 
(iv) school bus service; 
(v) sightseeing service; 
(vi) courtesy shuttle service for patrons of 

1 or more specific establishments; 
(vii) intra-terminal or intra-facility shut-

tle services; and 
(viii) commuter rail passenger transpor-

tation. 
(c) RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF FEDERAL 

FUNDS.—During the applicable period, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, no 
Federal funds may be obligated or expended 
to propose, establish, implement, or enforce, 
directly or indirectly through the imposition 
of a condition on receipt of Federal funds, 
any requirement that an individual wear a 
mask or comply with a mask mandate while 
traveling as a passenger of an air carrier in 
the national airspace system, using public 
transit, or while in any elementary school, 
secondary school, or institution of higher 
education. 

(d) PROHIBITIONS ON IMPOSING A MASK MAN-
DATE ON PASSENGERS OF AIR CARRIERS IN THE 
NATIONAL AIRSPACE SYSTEM.— 

(1) NO MASK REQUIREMENTS ON PASSENGERS 
OF AIR CARRIERS IN THE NATIONAL AIRSPACE 
SYSTEM.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during the applicable period, nei-
ther the President nor any other Federal of-
ficer, employee, agency, or office shall issue 
or enforce an order requiring an air carrier 
to impose a mask mandate on individuals 
who are passengers of the air carrier in the 
national airspace system. 

(2) NO AUTHORITY TO REFUSE AIR TRANSPOR-
TATION.—During the applicable period, no 
certificate holder under part 119 of title 14, 
Code of Federal Regulations, which conducts 
scheduled operations under part 121 of that 
title, nor any other air carrier who provides 
passenger air transportation in the national 
airspace system, shall refuse transportation 
to a passenger on the basis that the pas-
senger refuses to wear a mask or comply 
with a mask mandate while traveling in the 
national airspace system. 

(3) NO AUTHORITY TO ISSUE OR ENFORCE 
MASK MANDATES ON PASSENGER AIR CARRIER 
OPERATIONS IN RESPONSE TO A PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY.—Section 361 of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 264) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) Nothing in this section authorizes the 
Secretary to require individuals to comply 
with a mask mandate (as defined in the Free-
dom to Breathe Act) while traveling as a 
passenger of an air carrier (as defined in such 
Act) in the national airspace system (as de-
fined in such Act) in response to a public 
health emergency declared under section 319 
during the applicable period (as defined in 
such Act).’’. 

(e) PROHIBITIONS ON IMPOSING A MASK MAN-
DATE ON PASSENGERS USING PUBLIC TRAN-
SIT.— 

(1) NO MASK REQUIREMENTS ON PASSENGERS 
USING PUBLIC TRANSIT.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, during the applicable 
period, neither the President nor any other 
Federal officer, employee, agency, or office 
shall issue or enforce an order requiring a 
Federal, State, or local public transit agency 
or authority to impose a mask mandate on 
passengers using public transit. 

(2) NO AUTHORITY TO REFUSE PUBLIC TRAN-
SIT.—During the applicable period, no public 
transit operator shall refuse transportation 
to a passenger on the basis that the pas-
senger refuses to wear a mask or comply 
with a mask mandate. 

(3) NO AUTHORITY TO ISSUE OR ENFORCE 
MASK MANDATES ON PASSENGER AIR CARRIER 
OPERATIONS IN RESPONSE TO A PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY.—Section 361 of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 264), as amend-
ed by subsection (d)(3), is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(g) Nothing in this section authorizes the 
Secretary to require individuals to comply 
with a mask mandate (as defined in the Free-
dom to Breathe Act) while using public tran-
sit (as defined in such Act) in response to a 
public health emergency declared under sec-
tion 319 during the applicable period (as de-
fined in such Act).’’. 

(f) PROHIBITIONS ON IMPOSING A MASK MAN-
DATE IN EDUCATION SETTINGS.— 

(1) NO MASK REQUIREMENTS IN SCHOOLS OR 
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, 
during the applicable period, neither the 
President nor any other Federal officer, em-
ployee, agency, or office, shall issue or en-
force a mask mandate requiring individuals 
to wear a mask in any elementary school, 
secondary school, or institution of higher 
education. 

(2) NO AUTHORITY TO REFUSE ACCESS TO EDU-
CATION.—During the applicable period, a cov-
ered educational institution shall not refuse 
entry to or participation in any educational 
service or activity to a student, teacher, par-
ent, or other individual on the basis that the 
student, teacher, parent, or other individual 
refuses to wear a mask or comply with a 
mask mandate during the educational serv-
ice or activity. 

(3) NO AUTHORITY TO ISSUE OR ENFORCE 
MASK MANDATES IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS IN 
RESPONSE TO A PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY.— 
Section 361 of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 264), as amended by subsection 
(e)(3), is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(h) Nothing in this section authorizes the 
Secretary to require individuals to comply 
with a mask mandate (as defined in the Free-
dom to Breathe Act) in any elementary 
school or secondary school (as such terms 
are defined in section 8101 of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965) or in-
stitution of higher education (as defined in 
section 102 of the Higher Education Act of 
1965) in response to a public health emer-
gency declared under section 319 during the 
applicable period (as defined in such Act).’’. 

(g) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this section, 
the head of each Federal agency or office to 
which this section applies shall issue such 
new or revised regulations as are necessary 
to carry out this section. 

(h) PREEMPTION.—The provisions of this 
section shall supersede any provision of Fed-
eral, State, Tribal, territorial, or local law, 
declaration, guidance, or directive to the ex-
tent that such laws, declarations, guidance, 
or directives are inconsistent with this sec-
tion. 

SA 1306. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
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SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

On page 23, strike line 12 and all that fol-
lows through page 32, line 17, and insert the 
following: 

SEC. 126. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 127. (a) Notwithstanding section 101, 
title II of division E of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied by adding the following new 
heading and appropriation language under 
the heading ‘‘Executive Office of the Presi-
dent and Funds Appropriated to the Presi-
dent’’: 

‘‘OFFICE OF PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS AND 
RESPONSE POLICY 

‘‘SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
‘‘For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Pandemic Preparedness and Response Policy, 
as authorized by section 2104 of the PRE-
VENT Pandemics Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh–3), 
$3,700,000, of which not to exceed $5,000 shall 
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses.’’. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 101, section 201 
of title II of division E of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied by inserting ‘‘Office of Pan-
demic Preparedness and Response Policy’’ 
after ‘‘Office of Administration’’. 

SEC. 128. Notwithstanding section 101, the 
matter preceding the first proviso under the 
heading ‘‘Office of Personnel Management— 
Salaries and Expenses’’ in division E of Pub-
lic Law 117–328 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘$219,076,000’’ for ‘‘$190,784,000’’. 

SEC. 129. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Act 25– 
161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 130. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 131. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, for ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’, there is appropriated $5,999,000,000, 
for an additional amount for fiscal year 2024, 
to remain available until expended, of which 
$1,000,000 shall be transferred to ‘‘Office of 
the Inspector General—Operations and Sup-
port’’ for audits and investigations of activi-
ties funded under ‘‘Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency—Disaster Relief Fund’’ and 
$5,500,000,000 shall be for major disasters de-
clared pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.): Provided, That 
such amount is designated by the Congress 
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 132. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 

U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 133. Section 227(a) of the Federal Cy-
bersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015 (6 
U.S.C. 1525(a)) shall be applied by sub-
stituting the date specified in section 106(3) 
of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 134. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of the Interior—De-
partment-Wide Programs—Wildland Fire 
Management’’ and ‘‘Department of Agri-
culture—Forest Service—Wildland Fire Man-
agement’’ shall be available for the Federal 
wildland firefighter base salary increase pro-
vided under section 40803(d)(4)(B) of Public 
Law 117–58 and may be apportioned up to the 
rate for operations necessary to continue to 
fund such base salary increase. 

SEC. 135. (a) Amounts made available by 
section 101 for ‘‘Department of Education— 
Student Aid Administration’’ may be appor-
tioned up to the rate for operations nec-
essary to ensure the continuation of student 
loan servicing activities, including sup-
porting borrowers reentering repayment. 

(b) The limitation in section 302 of division 
H of Public Law 117–328 regarding transfers 
increasing any appropriation shall be applied 
to transfers to appropriations under the 
heading ‘‘Department of Education—Student 
Aid Administration’’ during the period cov-
ered by this Act by substituting ‘‘10 percent’’ 
for ‘‘3 percent’’ for the purposes of the con-
tinuation of basic operations, including stu-
dent loan servicing, business process oper-
ations, digital customer care, common origi-
nation and disbursement, cybersecurity ac-
tivities, and information technology sys-
tems. 

SEC. 136. Activities authorized by part A of 
title IV (other than under section 403(c) or 
418) and section 1108(b) of the Social Security 
Act shall continue through the date specified 
in section 106(3), in the manner authorized 
for fiscal year 2023, and out of any money in 
the Treasury of the United States not other-
wise appropriated, there are hereby appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for 
such purpose. 

SEC. 137. Amounts provided by section 101 
for ‘‘Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices—Office of the Secretary—Public Health 
and Social Services Emergency Fund’’ for 
activities carried out by the Assistant Sec-
retary for Preparedness and Response may 
be obligated under the authorities and condi-
tions of division H of Public Law 117–328 in 
an account and budget structure under the 
heading ‘‘Department of Health and Human 
Services—Administration for Strategic Pre-
paredness and Response’’ to one or more ap-
plicable accounts. 

SEC. 138. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

SEC. 139. None of the funds made available 
under this Act or an amendment made by 
this Act may be obligated or expended for 
any program, project, or activity in Ukraine 
or that is related to the war in Ukraine, in-
cluding any intelligence sharing program, 
project, or activity. 

SA 1307. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 

H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

Strike division A and insert the following: 
DIVISION A—CONTINUING 

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 
The following sums are hereby appro-

priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and out of appli-
cable corporate or other revenues, receipts, 
and funds, for the several departments, agen-
cies, corporations, and other organizational 
units of Government for fiscal year 2024, and 
for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2023 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2023, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the following appropriations Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division A 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division B of Public Law 117–328). 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division C of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division D of Public Law 117–328), except the 
first proviso under the heading ‘‘Department 
of Energy—Energy Programs—SPR Petro-
leum Account’’. 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2023 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 117–328). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division F of Public 
Law 117–328), including title III of division O 
of Public Law 117–328. 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division G of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division H 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division I of Public Law 117–328). 

(10) The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division J of Public Law 117–328). 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division K of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division L of Public 
Law 117–328). 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) is hereby reduced by 8.1285 per-
cent, so that the total amount of annualized 
discretionary budget authority for fiscal 
year 2024 is equal to $1,590,000,000,000: Pro-
vided, That the reduction in this subsection 
will not apply to the rate for operations pro-
vided for the national defense budget func-
tion (050), the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, or amounts designated as being for dis-
aster relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 
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SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 

made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: 

(1) the new production of items not funded 
for production in fiscal year 2023 or prior 
years; 

(2) the increase in production rates above 
those sustained with fiscal year 2023 funds; 
or 

(3) the initiation, resumption, or continu-
ation of any project, activity, operation, or 
organization (defined as any project, sub-
project, activity, budget activity, program 
element, and subprogram within a program 
element, and for any investment items de-
fined as a P–1 line item in a budget activity 
within an appropriation account and an R–1 
line item that includes a program element 
and subprogram element within an appro-
priation account) for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were not available 
during fiscal year 2023. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2023. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this Act shall cover 
all obligations or expenditures incurred for 
any project or activity during the period for 
which funds or authority for such project or 
activity are available under this Act. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or in the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2024, appropriations and 
funds made available and authority granted 
pursuant to this Act shall be available until 
whichever of the following first occurs: 

(1) The enactment into law of an appro-
priation for any project or activity provided 
for in this Act. 

(2) The enactment into law of the applica-
ble appropriations Act for fiscal year 2024 
without any provision for such project or ac-
tivity. 

(3) October 31, 2023. 
SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 

this Act shall be charged to the applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization when-
ever a bill in which such applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization is contained 
is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this Act may be used without re-
gard to the time limitations for submission 
and approval of apportionments set forth in 
section 1513 of title 31, United States Code, 
but nothing in this Act may be construed to 
waive any other provision of law governing 
the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, for those 
programs that would otherwise have high 
initial rates of operation or complete dis-
tribution of appropriations at the beginning 
of fiscal year 2024 because of distributions of 
funding to States, foreign countries, grant-
ees, or others, such high initial rates of oper-
ation or complete distribution shall not be 
made, and no grants shall be awarded for 
such programs funded by this Act that would 
impinge on final funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This Act shall be implemented so 
that only the most limited funding action of 
that permitted in the Act shall be taken in 
order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 

SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 
mandatory payments whose budget author-
ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2023, and for activities under the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, activities 
shall be continued at the rate to maintain 
program levels under current law, under the 
authority and conditions provided in the ap-
plicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
2023, to be continued through the date speci-
fied in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 
after October 2023 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2023, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 10 of Public Law 91–672 (22 
U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2680), section 313 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a) Each amount incorporated by 
reference in this Act that was previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of 
S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 
2022, and section 1(e) of H. Res. 1151 (117th 
Congress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

(b) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act that was previously designated as 
being for disaster relief pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget in the Sen-
ate and section 1(f) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Con-
gress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as being for disaster relief pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such Act. 

(c) This section shall become effective im-
mediately upon enactment of this Act, and 
shall remain in effect through the date in 
section 106(3). 

SEC. 115. (a) Rescissions or cancellations of 
discretionary budget authority that con-
tinue pursuant to section 101 in Treasury Ap-
propriations Fund Symbols (TAFS)— 

(1) to which other appropriations are not 
provided by this Act, but for which there is 
a current applicable TAFS that does receive 
an appropriation in this Act; or 

(2) which are no-year TAFS and receive 
other appropriations in this Act, 
may be continued instead by reducing the 
rate for operations otherwise provided by 
section 101 for such current applicable TAFS, 
as long as doing so does not impinge on the 
final funding prerogatives of the Congress. 

(b) Rescissions or cancellations described 
in subsection (a) shall continue in an amount 
equal to the lesser of— 

(1) the amount specified for rescission or 
cancellation in the applicable appropriations 
Act referenced in section 101 of this Act; or 

(2) the amount of balances available, as of 
October 1, 2023, from the funds specified for 
rescission or cancellation in the applicable 
appropriations Act referenced in section 101 
of this Act. 

(c) No later than October 11, 2023, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a comprehensive list of 
the rescissions or cancellations that will 
continue pursuant to section 101: Provided, 
That the information in such comprehensive 
list shall be periodically updated to reflect 
any subsequent changes in the amount of 
balances available, as of October 1, 2023, from 
the funds specified for rescission or cancella-
tion in the applicable appropriations Act ref-
erenced in section 101, and such updates shall 
be transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate upon request. 

SEC. 116. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Farm Service Agency—Agricul-
tural Credit Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to accommodate ap-
proved applications for direct and guaran-
teed farm ownership loans, as authorized by 
7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Agriculture for 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rental Assistance 
Program’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain activi-
ties as authorized by section 521(a)(2) of the 
Housing Act of 1949. 

SEC. 118. Section 260 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) and 
section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory Re-
porting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note; Public 
Law 106–78) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101(3) for the Department of Defense 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to facilitate the programs 
and activities set forth in H.R. 4365, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 
2024, reported by the House Committee on 
Appropriations on June 27, 2023, subject to 
the terms and conditions therein. 

SEC. 120. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101 to the Department of Defense for 
‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’ shall 
be available for the procurement of one Co-
lumbia Class Submarine. 

SEC. 121. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 122. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, amounts are pro-
vided for ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ at a rate for op-
erations of $220,000,000: Provided, That 
amounts are provided for necessary expenses 
related to Risk Reduction for Future Dem-
onstrations at a rate for operations of 
$120,000,000 and Advanced Nuclear Fuel 
Availability at a rate for operations of 
$100,000,000. 

SEC. 123. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Small Business Administra-
tion—Business Loans Program Account’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to accommodate increased 
demand for commitments for general busi-
ness loans authorized under paragraphs (1) 
through (35) of section 7(a) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)), for commitments 
to guarantee trust certificates authorized by 
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section 5(g) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 634(g)), for commitments to guarantee 
loans under section 503 of the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 697), and for 
commitments to guarantee loans for deben-
tures under section 303(b) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)). 

SEC. 124. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Bill 25– 
161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 125. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 126. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to utilize the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection CBP 
One Application, or any successor applica-
tion, to facilitate the parole of any alien into 
the United States. 

SEC. 127. (a) Amounts provided by section 
101 shall not be made available to transport 
aliens unlawfully present in, paroled into, or 
inadmissible to the United States into the 
interior of the United States for purposes 
other than enforcement of the immigration 
laws (as such term is defined in section 101 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101)). 

(b) The limitation under subsection (a) 
shall not apply with respect to amounts 
made available to transport unaccompanied 
alien children (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(6 U.S.C. 279)). 

SEC. 128. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to issue any em-
ployment authorization document or similar 
document to any alien whose application for 
asylum in the United States has been denied, 
or who is convicted of a Federal or State 
crime while his or her application for asylum 
in the United States is pending. 

SEC. 129. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to obligate, ex-
pend, or transfer to another Federal agency, 
board, or commission to be used to dis-
mantle, demolish, remove, or damage exist-
ing United States-Mexico physical barriers 
at any location where such barriers have 
been constructed as of the date of enactment 
of this Act unless such barrier is simulta-
neously being repaired or replaced. 

SEC. 130. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the ac-
tivities and policies described in the memo-
randum issued by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security on September 30, 2021, entitled 
‘‘Guidelines for the Enforcement of Civil Im-
migration Law’’ or described in the memo-
randum issued by Kerry Doyle, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement Principal Legal 
Advisor on April 3, 2022, entitled ‘‘Guidance 
to OPLA Attorneys Regarding the Enforce-
ment of Civil Immigration Laws and the Ex-
ercise of 20 Prosecutorial Discretion’’ or any 
successor or similar memorandum or policy. 

SEC. 131. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the poli-
cies described in the directive issued by the 
Acting Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection on January 10, 2023, enti-

tled ‘‘Emergency Driving and Vehicular Pur-
suits’’. 

SEC. 132. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule entitled 
‘‘Procedures or Credible Fear Screening and 
Consideration of Asylum, Withholding of Re-
moval, and CAT Protection Claims by Asy-
lum Officers’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 18078). 

SEC. 133. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to release (in-
cluding pursuant to parole or release pursu-
ant to section 236(a) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act but excluding as expressly 
authorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) an 
alien described in section 235(b)(1)(A)(i)–(ii), 
(b)(1)(B), or (b)(2), other than to be removed, 
including to a country described in section 
208(a)(2)(A), or returned to a country as de-
scribed in section 235(b)(3). 

SEC. 134. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule related to 
‘‘Circumvention of Lawful Pathways’’ (88 
Fed. Reg. 11704). 

SEC. 135. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 136. (a) Of the amounts made available 
pursuant to section 40803(c)(2) of Public Law 
117–58, the Secretary of Agriculture shall 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior such 
sums as are necessary to continue without 
interruption the Federal wildland firefighter 
base salary increase provided under Section 
40803(d)(4)(B) of such Public Law. 

(b) In carrying out subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture— 

(1) may make more than one transfer of 
funds under this section; and 

(2) may not transfer a total amount of 
funds greater than $17,250,000. 

(c) No funds transferred pursuant to this 
section may be obligated without prior writ-
ten notification, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, of the date of the transfer, 
the total amount to be transferred, and the 
remaining funds available for transfer. 

SEC. 137. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of Division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

SEC. 138. None the funds made available 
under this Act or an amendment made by 
this Act may be obligated or expended for 
any program, project, or activity in Ukraine 
or that is related to the war in Ukraine, in-
cluding any intelligence sharing program, 
project, or activity. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

SA 1308. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

Strike division A and insert the following: 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

The following sums are hereby appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and out of appli-
cable corporate or other revenues, receipts, 
and funds, for the several departments, agen-
cies, corporations, and other organizational 
units of Government for fiscal year 2024, and 
for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2023 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2023, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the following appropriations Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division A 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division B of Public Law 117–328). 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division C of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division D of Public Law 117–328), except the 
first proviso under the heading ‘‘Department 
of Energy—Energy Programs—SPR Petro-
leum Account’’. 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2023 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 117–328). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division F of Public 
Law 117–328), including title III of division O 
of Public Law 117–328. 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division G of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division H 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division I of Public Law 117–328). 

(10) The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division J of Public Law 117–328). 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division K of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division L of Public 
Law 117–328). 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) is hereby reduced by 8.1285 per-
cent, so that the total amount of annualized 
discretionary budget authority for fiscal 
year 2024 is equal to $1,590,000,000,000: Pro-
vided, That the reduction in this subsection 
will not apply to the rate for operations pro-
vided for the national defense budget func-
tion (050), the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, or amounts designated as being for dis-
aster relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: 

(1) the new production of items not funded 
for production in fiscal year 2023 or prior 
years; 
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(2) the increase in production rates above 

those sustained with fiscal year 2023 funds; 
or 

(3) the initiation, resumption, or continu-
ation of any project, activity, operation, or 
organization (defined as any project, sub-
project, activity, budget activity, program 
element, and subprogram within a program 
element, and for any investment items de-
fined as a P–1 line item in a budget activity 
within an appropriation account and an R–1 
line item that includes a program element 
and subprogram element within an appro-
priation account) for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were not available 
during fiscal year 2023. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2023. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this Act shall cover 
all obligations or expenditures incurred for 
any project or activity during the period for 
which funds or authority for such project or 
activity are available under this Act. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or in the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2024, appropriations and 
funds made available and authority granted 
pursuant to this Act shall be available until 
whichever of the following first occurs: 

(1) The enactment into law of an appro-
priation for any project or activity provided 
for in this Act. 

(2) The enactment into law of the applica-
ble appropriations Act for fiscal year 2024 
without any provision for such project or ac-
tivity. 

(3) October 31, 2023. 
SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 

this Act shall be charged to the applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization when-
ever a bill in which such applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization is contained 
is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this Act may be used without re-
gard to the time limitations for submission 
and approval of apportionments set forth in 
section 1513 of title 31, United States Code, 
but nothing in this Act may be construed to 
waive any other provision of law governing 
the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, for those 
programs that would otherwise have high 
initial rates of operation or complete dis-
tribution of appropriations at the beginning 
of fiscal year 2024 because of distributions of 
funding to States, foreign countries, grant-
ees, or others, such high initial rates of oper-
ation or complete distribution shall not be 
made, and no grants shall be awarded for 
such programs funded by this Act that would 
impinge on final funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This Act shall be implemented so 
that only the most limited funding action of 
that permitted in the Act shall be taken in 
order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 

SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 
mandatory payments whose budget author-

ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2023, and for activities under the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, activities 
shall be continued at the rate to maintain 
program levels under current law, under the 
authority and conditions provided in the ap-
plicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
2023, to be continued through the date speci-
fied in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 
after October 2023 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2023, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 10 of Public Law 91–672 (22 
U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2680), section 313 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a) Each amount incorporated by 
reference in this Act that was previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of 
S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 
2022, and section 1(e) of H. Res. 1151 (117th 
Congress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

(b) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act that was previously designated as 
being for disaster relief pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget in the Sen-
ate and section 1(f) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Con-
gress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as being for disaster relief pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such Act. 

(c) This section shall become effective im-
mediately upon enactment of this Act, and 
shall remain in effect through the date in 
section 106(3). 

SEC. 115. (a) Rescissions or cancellations of 
discretionary budget authority that con-
tinue pursuant to section 101 in Treasury Ap-
propriations Fund Symbols (TAFS)— 

(1) to which other appropriations are not 
provided by this Act, but for which there is 
a current applicable TAFS that does receive 
an appropriation in this Act; or 

(2) which are no-year TAFS and receive 
other appropriations in this Act, 
may be continued instead by reducing the 
rate for operations otherwise provided by 
section 101 for such current applicable TAFS, 
as long as doing so does not impinge on the 
final funding prerogatives of the Congress. 

(b) Rescissions or cancellations described 
in subsection (a) shall continue in an amount 
equal to the lesser of— 

(1) the amount specified for rescission or 
cancellation in the applicable appropriations 
Act referenced in section 101 of this Act; or 

(2) the amount of balances available, as of 
October 1, 2023, from the funds specified for 

rescission or cancellation in the applicable 
appropriations Act referenced in section 101 
of this Act. 

(c) No later than October 11, 2023, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a comprehensive list of 
the rescissions or cancellations that will 
continue pursuant to section 101: Provided, 
That the information in such comprehensive 
list shall be periodically updated to reflect 
any subsequent changes in the amount of 
balances available, as of October 1, 2023, from 
the funds specified for rescission or cancella-
tion in the applicable appropriations Act ref-
erenced in section 101, and such updates shall 
be transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate upon request. 

SEC. 116. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Farm Service Agency—Agricul-
tural Credit Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to accommodate ap-
proved applications for direct and guaran-
teed farm ownership loans, as authorized by 
7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Agriculture for 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rental Assistance 
Program’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain activi-
ties as authorized by section 521(a)(2) of the 
Housing Act of 1949. 

SEC. 118. Section 260 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) and 
section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory Re-
porting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note; Public 
Law 106–78) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101(3) for the Department of Defense 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to facilitate the programs 
and activities set forth in H.R. 4365, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 
2024, reported by the House Committee on 
Appropriations on June 27, 2023, subject to 
the terms and conditions therein. 

SEC. 120. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101 to the Department of Defense for 
‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’ shall 
be available for the procurement of one Co-
lumbia Class Submarine. 

SEC. 121. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 122. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, amounts are pro-
vided for ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ at a rate for op-
erations of $220,000,000: Provided, That 
amounts are provided for necessary expenses 
related to Risk Reduction for Future Dem-
onstrations at a rate for operations of 
$120,000,000 and Advanced Nuclear Fuel 
Availability at a rate for operations of 
$100,000,000. 

SEC. 123. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Small Business Administra-
tion—Business Loans Program Account’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to accommodate increased 
demand for commitments for general busi-
ness loans authorized under paragraphs (1) 
through (35) of section 7(a) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)), for commitments 
to guarantee trust certificates authorized by 
section 5(g) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 634(g)), for commitments to guarantee 
loans under section 503 of the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 697), and for 
commitments to guarantee loans for deben-
tures under section 303(b) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)). 
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SEC. 124. Notwithstanding any other provi-

sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Bill 25– 
161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 125. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 126. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to utilize the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection CBP 
One Application, or any successor applica-
tion, to facilitate the parole of any alien into 
the United States. 

SEC. 127. (a) Amounts provided by section 
101 shall not be made available to transport 
aliens unlawfully present in, paroled into, or 
inadmissible to the United States into the 
interior of the United States for purposes 
other than enforcement of the immigration 
laws (as such term is defined in section 101 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101)). 

(b) The limitation under subsection (a) 
shall not apply with respect to amounts 
made available to transport unaccompanied 
alien children (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(6 U.S.C. 279)). 

SEC. 128. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to issue any em-
ployment authorization document or similar 
document to any alien whose application for 
asylum in the United States has been denied, 
or who is convicted of a Federal or State 
crime while his or her application for asylum 
in the United States is pending. 

SEC. 129. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to obligate, ex-
pend, or transfer to another Federal agency, 
board, or commission to be used to dis-
mantle, demolish, remove, or damage exist-
ing United States-Mexico physical barriers 
at any location where such barriers have 
been constructed as of the date of enactment 
of this Act unless such barrier is simulta-
neously being repaired or replaced. 

SEC. 130. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the ac-
tivities and policies described in the memo-
randum issued by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security on September 30, 2021, entitled 
‘‘Guidelines for the Enforcement of Civil Im-
migration Law’’ or described in the memo-
randum issued by Kerry Doyle, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement Principal Legal 
Advisor on April 3, 2022, entitled ‘‘Guidance 
to OPLA Attorneys Regarding the Enforce-
ment of Civil Immigration Laws and the Ex-
ercise of 20 Prosecutorial Discretion’’ or any 
successor or similar memorandum or policy. 

SEC. 131. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the poli-
cies described in the directive issued by the 
Acting Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection on January 10, 2023, enti-
tled ‘‘Emergency Driving and Vehicular Pur-
suits’’. 

SEC. 132. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule entitled 
‘‘Procedures or Credible Fear Screening and 
Consideration of Asylum, Withholding of Re-

moval, and CAT Protection Claims by Asy-
lum Officers’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 18078). 

SEC. 133. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to release (in-
cluding pursuant to parole or release pursu-
ant to section 236(a) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act but excluding as expressly 
authorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) an 
alien described in section 235(b)(1)(A)(i)–(ii), 
(b)(1)(B), or (b)(2), other than to be removed, 
including to a country described in section 
208(a)(2)(A), or returned to a country as de-
scribed in section 235(b)(3). 

SEC. 134. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule related to 
‘‘Circumvention of Lawful Pathways’’ (88 
Fed. Reg. 11704). 

SEC. 135. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 136. (a) Of the amounts made available 
pursuant to section 40803(c)(2) of Public Law 
117–58, the Secretary of Agriculture shall 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior such 
sums as are necessary to continue without 
interruption the Federal wildland firefighter 
base salary increase provided under Section 
40803(d)(4)(B) of such Public Law. 

(b) In carrying out subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture— 

(1) may make more than one transfer of 
funds under this section; and 

(2) may not transfer a total amount of 
funds greater than $17,250,000. 

(c) No funds transferred pursuant to this 
section may be obligated without prior writ-
ten notification, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, of the date of the transfer, 
the total amount to be transferred, and the 
remaining funds available for transfer. 

SEC. 137. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of Division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

SA 1309. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. REPORT ON DEFINING THE MISSION IN 

UKRAINE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of State, 
shall develop and submit to Congress a com-
prehensive report that contains a strategy 
for United States involvement in Ukraine. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall— 

(1) define the United States national inter-
ests at stake with respect to the conflict be-
tween the Russian Federation and Ukraine; 

(2) identify specific objectives the Presi-
dent believes must be achieved in Ukraine in 
order to protect the United States national 
interests defined in paragraph (1), and for 
each objective— 

(A) an estimate of the amount of time re-
quired to achieve the objective, with an ex-
planation; 

(B) benchmarks to be used by the Presi-
dent to determine whether an objective has 
been met, is in the progress of being met, or 
cannot be met in the time estimated to be 
required in subparagraph (A); and 

(C) estimates of the amount of resources, 
including United States personnel, materiel, 
and funding, required to achieve the objec-
tive; 

(3) list the expected contribution for secu-
rity assistance made by European member 
countries of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization within the next fiscal year; and 

(4) provide an assessment of the impact of 
the Russian Federation’s dominance of the 
natural gas market in Europe on the ability 
to resolve the ongoing conflict with Ukraine. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS FOR STRATEGY.—The 
strategy included in the report required 
under subsection (a)— 

(1) shall be designed to achieve a cease-fire 
in which the Russian Federation and 
Ukraine agree to abide by the terms and con-
ditions of such cease-fire; and 

(2) may not be contingent on United States 
involvement of funding of Ukrainian recon-
struction. 

(d) FORM.—The report required by sub-
section (a)— 

(1) shall be submitted in an unclassified 
form; and 

(2) shall include a classified annex if nec-
essary to provide the most holistic picture of 
information to Congress as required under 
this section. 

(e) CONGRESS DEFINED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(3) any Member of Congress upon request. 

SA 1310. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. ll. PROHIBITIONS RELATING TO UKRAINE 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE INITIATIVE 
AND USE OF DRAWDOWN AUTHOR-
ITY. 

The Secretary of Defense may not use any 
funds appropriated for the Ukraine Security 
Assistance Initiative to enter into any con-
tracts, or use any drawdown authority under 
section 506(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2318(a)(1)), until all 
funds available for the replenishment of 
United States stocks have been obligated. 

SA 1311. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
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States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON USE OF DRAWDOWN 

AUTHORITY WHEN REMAINING 
VALUE EXCEEDS AMOUNTS AVAIL-
ABLE FOR STOCKPILE REPLENISH-
MENT. 

Whenever the remaining value of draw-
down authority under section 506(a)(1) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 
2318(a)(1)) exceeds the amounts available to 
the Secretary of Defense for the replenish-
ment of stockpiles, the Secretary may not 
use such drawdown authority. 

SA 1312. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. RESTRICTION ON ASSISTANCE TO 

UKRAINE. 
Not more than two percent of the funds ap-

propriated or otherwise made available by 
this Act for assistance or support to Ukraine 
may be obligated or expended. 

SA 1313. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

Strike sections 126 through 142 and insert 
the following: 

SEC. 127. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 128. (a) Notwithstanding section 101, 
title II of division E of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied by adding the following new 
heading and appropriation language under 
the heading ‘‘Executive Office of the Presi-
dent and Funds Appropriated to the Presi-
dent’’: 

‘‘OFFICE OF PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS AND 
RESPONSE POLICY 

‘‘SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
‘‘For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Pandemic Preparedness and Response Policy, 
as authorized by section 2104 of the PRE-
VENT Pandemics Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh–3), 
$3,700,000, of which not to exceed $5,000 shall 
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses.’’. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 101, section 201 
of title II of division E of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied by inserting ‘‘Office of Pan-
demic Preparedness and Response Policy’’ 
after ‘‘Office of Administration’’. 

SEC. 129. Notwithstanding section 101, the 
matter preceding the first proviso under the 
heading ‘‘Office of Personnel Management— 

Salaries and Expenses’’ in division E of Pub-
lic Law 117–328 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘$219,076,000’’ for ‘‘$190,784,000’’. 

SEC. 130. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Act 25– 
161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 131. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 132. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, for ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’, there is appropriated $5,999,000,000, 
for an additional amount for fiscal year 2024, 
to remain available until expended, of which 
$1,000,000 shall be transferred to ‘‘Office of 
the Inspector General—Operations and Sup-
port’’ for audits and investigations of activi-
ties funded under ‘‘Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency—Disaster Relief Fund’’ and 
$5,500,000,000 shall be for major disasters de-
clared pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.): Provided, That 
such amount is designated by the Congress 
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 133. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 134. Section 227(a) of the Federal Cy-
bersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015 (6 
U.S.C. 1525(a)) shall be applied by sub-
stituting the date specified in section 106(3) 
of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 135. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of the Interior—De-
partment-Wide Programs—Wildland Fire 
Management’’ and ‘‘Department of Agri-
culture—Forest Service—Wildland Fire Man-
agement’’ shall be available for the Federal 
wildland firefighter base salary increase pro-
vided under section 40803(d)(4)(B) of Public 
Law 117–58 and may be apportioned up to the 
rate for operations necessary to continue to 
fund such base salary increase. 

SEC. 136. (a) Amounts made available by 
section 101 for ‘‘Department of Education— 
Student Aid Administration’’ may be appor-
tioned up to the rate for operations nec-
essary to ensure the continuation of student 
loan servicing activities, including sup-
porting borrowers reentering repayment. 

(b) The limitation in section 302 of division 
H of Public Law 117–328 regarding transfers 
increasing any appropriation shall be applied 
to transfers to appropriations under the 
heading ‘‘Department of Education—Student 
Aid Administration’’ during the period cov-
ered by this Act by substituting ‘‘10 percent’’ 
for ‘‘3 percent’’ for the purposes of the con-
tinuation of basic operations, including stu-
dent loan servicing, business process oper-

ations, digital customer care, common origi-
nation and disbursement, cybersecurity ac-
tivities, and information technology sys-
tems. 

SEC. 137. Activities authorized by part A of 
title IV (other than under section 403(c) or 
418) and section 1108(b) of the Social Security 
Act shall continue through the date specified 
in section 106(3), in the manner authorized 
for fiscal year 2023, and out of any money in 
the Treasury of the United States not other-
wise appropriated, there are hereby appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for 
such purpose. 

SEC. 138. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 401(a)(1)(A) of the Additional 
Ukraine Supplemental Appropriations Act, 
2022 (Public Law 117–128) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’: 
Provided, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) 
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 139. Amounts provided by section 101 
for ‘‘Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices—Office of the Secretary—Public Health 
and Social Services Emergency Fund’’ for 
activities carried out by the Assistant Sec-
retary for Preparedness and Response may 
be obligated under the authorities and condi-
tions of division H of Public Law 117–328 in 
an account and budget structure under the 
heading ‘‘Department of Health and Human 
Services—Administration for Strategic Pre-
paredness and Response’’ to one or more ap-
plicable accounts. 

SEC. 140. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, for ‘‘Government Ac-
countability Office—Salaries and Expenses’’, 
there is appropriated $2,000,000, for an addi-
tional amount for fiscal year 2024, to remain 
available until expended, of which $1,000,000 
shall be for the oversight of amounts pro-
vided in this Act to respond to the situation 
in Ukraine and for related expenses, division 
M of Public Law 117–328, division B of Public 
Law 117–180, Public Law 117–128, and division 
N of Public Law 117–103 and of which 
$1,000,000 shall be for audits and investiga-
tions relating to disasters and emergencies 
declared pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) for calendar year 
2023: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 141. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

SA 1314. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

Strike sections 101 through 142 and insert 
the following: 

SEC. 101. Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2023 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
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costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2023, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the following appropriations Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division A 
of Public Law 117–328), except section 729, 
and including the matter under the headings 
‘‘Food for Peace Title II Grants’’ and 
‘‘McGovern-Dole International Food for Edu-
cation and Child Nutrition Program Grants’’ 
in title I of division M of Public Law 117–328 
(except no amounts may be provided under 
such headings for Ukraine), the matter under 
the headings ‘‘Agricultural Research Serv-
ice—Buildings and Facilities’’, ‘‘Food Safety 
and Inspection Service’’, ‘‘Rural Housing 
Service—Rural Community Facilities Pro-
gram Account’’ (except all that follows after 
‘‘expended’’ in such matter and except that 
such matter shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘$25,300,000’’ for ‘‘$75,300,000’’), and ‘‘Rural 
Utilities Service—Rural Water and Waste 
Disposal Program Account’’ (except all that 
follows after ‘‘expended’’ in such matter and 
except that such matter shall be applied by 
substituting ‘‘$60,000,000’’ for ‘‘$325,000,000’’) 
in title I of division N of Public Law 117–328, 
and section 2102 in title I of such division N. 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division B of Public Law 117–328), except sec-
tion 540, and except section 521(d)(1) shall be 
applied by substituting ‘‘$122,572,000’’ for 
‘‘$705,768,000’’, and including the matter 
under the headings ‘‘Federal Prison Sys-
tem—Buildings and Facilities’’ and ‘‘Na-
tional Science Foundation—STEM Edu-
cation’’ (except all that follows after ‘‘2024’’ 
in such matter and except that such matter 
shall be applied by substituting ‘‘$92,000,000’’ 
for ‘‘$217,000,000’’) in title II of division N of 
Public Law 117–328, and the second paragraph 
under each of the headings ‘‘National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration—Oper-
ations, Research, and Facilities’’ (except all 
that follows after ‘‘2024’’ in such paragraph 
and except that such paragraph shall be ap-
plied by substituting ‘‘$42,000,000’’ for 
‘‘$62,000,000’’), ‘‘National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration—Procurement, Acqui-
sition and Construction’’, ‘‘National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration—Con-
struction and Environmental Compliance 
and Restoration’’, and ‘‘National Science 
Foundation—Research and Related Activi-
ties’’ (except all that follows after ‘‘2024’’ in 
such paragraph and except that such para-
graph shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘$608,162,000’’ for ‘‘$818,162,000’’) in title II of 
such division N. 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division C of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division D of Public Law 117–328), except the 
first proviso under the heading ‘‘SPR Petro-
leum Account’’, and except the second para-
graph under the heading ‘‘Title 17 Innovative 
Technology Loan Guarantee Program’’, and 
including the matter under the heading ‘‘En-
ergy Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ in title III 
of division M of Public Law 117–328 (except 
no amounts may be provided under such 
heading for Ukraine) and the second para-
graph under each of the headings ‘‘Corps of 
Engineers—Civil—Department of the Army— 
Construction’’ and ‘‘Corps of Engineers— 
Civil—Department of the Army—Operation 
and Maintenance’’ in title IV of division N of 
Public Law 117–328. 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2023 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 117–328). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division F of Public 
Law 117–328), section 2602 of title VI of divi-
sion N of Public Law 117-328, and title III of 
division O of Public Law 117–328. 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division G of Public Law 117– 
328), except section 443, and including the 
second paragraph under each of the headings 
‘‘Department of the Interior—Departmental 
Offices—Department-Wide Programs— 
Wildland Fire Management’’ and ‘‘Related 
Agencies—Department of Agriculture—For-
est Service—Wildland Fire Management’’ in 
title VII of division N of Public Law 117–328. 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division H 
of Public Law 117–328), section 145 of division 
A of Public Law 117–180, and the second para-
graph under the heading ‘‘Administration for 
Children and Families—Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance’’ in title VIII of division 
N of Public Law 117–328. 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division I of Public Law 117–328), 
and section 6 in the matter preceding divi-
sion A of Public Law 117–328. 

(10) The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division J of Public Law 117–328), 
except the matter preceding the first pro-
visos under the headings ‘‘Medical Services’’, 
‘‘Medical Community Care’’, ‘‘Medical Sup-
port and Compliance’’, and ‘‘Medical Facili-
ties’’ shall be applied by substituting ‘‘$0’’ 
for ‘‘$261,000,000’’, ‘‘$4,300,000,000’’, 
‘‘$1,400,000,000’’, and ‘‘$1,500,000,000’’, respec-
tively. 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division K of Public Law 117– 
328), except section 7069, and including the 
matter under the headings ‘‘Department of 
State—Administration of Foreign Affairs— 
Diplomatic Programs’’ (except all that fol-
lows after ‘‘2024’’ in such matter and except 
that such matter shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘$87,054,000’’ for ‘‘$147,054,000’’), 
‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance—Funds Ap-
propriated to the President—International 
Disaster Assistance’’ (except all that follows 
after ‘‘expended’’ in such matter and except 
that such matter shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘$637,902,000’’ for ‘‘$937,902,000’’), 
‘‘Bilateral Economic Assistance—Funds Ap-
propriated to the President—Assistance for 
Europe, Eurasia and Central Asia’’, ‘‘Bilat-
eral Economic Assistance—Department of 
State—Migration and Refugee Assistance’’ 
(except all that follows after ‘‘expended’’ in 
such matter and except that such matter 
shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘$915,048,000’’ for ‘‘$1,535,048,000’’), and 
‘‘International Security Assistance—Depart-
ment of State—International Narcotics Con-
trol and Law Enforcement’’ (except all that 
follows after ‘‘2024’’ in such matter and ex-
cept that such matter shall be applied by 
substituting ‘‘$74,996,000’’ for ‘‘$374,996,000’’) 
in title VII of division M of Public Law 117– 
328 (except no amounts may be provided 
under such headings for Ukraine). 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division L of Public 
Law 117–328), except sections 153 and 420, and 
including the matter under the headings 
‘‘Public and Indian Housing—Tenant-Based 
Rental Assistance’’ and ‘‘Housing Pro-
grams—Project-Based Rental Assistance’’ in 
title X of division N of Public Law 117–328. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: 

(1) the new production of items not funded 
for production in fiscal year 2023 or prior 
years; 

(2) the increase in production rates above 
those sustained with fiscal year 2023 funds; 
or 

(3) the initiation, resumption, or continu-
ation of any project, activity, operation, or 
organization (defined as any project, sub-
project, activity, budget activity, program 
element, and subprogram within a program 
element, and for any investment items de-
fined as a P–1 line item in a budget activity 
within an appropriation account and an R–1 
line item that includes a program element 
and subprogram element within an appro-
priation account) for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were not available 
during fiscal year 2023. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2023. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this Act shall cover 
all obligations or expenditures incurred for 
any project or activity during the period for 
which funds or authority for such project or 
activity are available under this Act. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or in the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2024, appropriations and 
funds made available and authority granted 
pursuant to this Act shall be available until 
whichever of the following first occurs: 

(1) The enactment into law of an appro-
priation for any project or activity provided 
for in this Act. 

(2) The enactment into law of the applica-
ble appropriations Act for fiscal year 2024 
without any provision for such project or ac-
tivity. 

(3) November 17, 2023. 
SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 

this Act shall be charged to the applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization when-
ever a bill in which such applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization is contained 
is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this Act may be used without re-
gard to the time limitations for submission 
and approval of apportionments set forth in 
section 1513 of title 31, United States Code, 
but nothing in this Act may be construed to 
waive any other provision of law governing 
the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, for those 
programs that would otherwise have high 
initial rates of operation or complete dis-
tribution of appropriations at the beginning 
of fiscal year 2024 because of distributions of 
funding to States, foreign countries, grant-
ees, or others, such high initial rates of oper-
ation or complete distribution shall not be 
made, and no grants shall be awarded for 
such programs funded by this Act that would 
impinge on final funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This Act shall be implemented so 
that only the most limited funding action of 
that permitted in the Act shall be taken in 
order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 
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SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 

mandatory payments whose budget author-
ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2023, except the matter under the 
heading ‘‘Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund’’ 
in title II of division J of Public Law 117–328, 
and for activities under the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008, activities shall be continued 
at the rate to maintain program levels under 
current law, under the authority and condi-
tions provided in the applicable appropria-
tions Act for fiscal year 2023, to be continued 
through the date specified in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 
after October 2023 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2023, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 10 of Public Law 91–672 (22 
U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2680), section 313 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a)(1) For each amount incor-
porated by reference in this Act from 
amounts provided by division M or N of Pub-
lic Law 117–328, each section or paragraph of 
an account providing each such amount, as 
applicable, shall be applied as if that section 
or paragraph ended with the following sen-
tence: ‘‘The amount provided herein is des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) 
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985.’’. 

(2) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act that was previously designated 
by the Congress as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. Con. 
Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concurrent reso-
lution on the budget for fiscal year 2022, and 
section 1(e) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Congress), 
as engrossed in the House of Representatives 
on June 8, 2022, or as being for disaster relief 
pursuant to a concurrent resolution on the 
budget in the Senate and section 1(f) of H. 
Res. 1151 (117th Congress), as engrossed in 
the House of Representatives on June 8, 2022, 
is designated by the Congress as being an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 or as 
being for disaster relief pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(D) of such Act, respectively. 

(b)(1) Each amount incorporated by ref-
erence in this Act that was specified to meet 
the terms of section 4004(b)(5)(B) of S. Con. 
Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concurrent reso-
lution on the budget for fiscal year 2022, and 
section 1(g)(2) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Con-
gress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, or as additional 
new budget authority for purposes of section 
4004(b)(5) of such concurrent resolution and 
section 1(g) of such House resolution, is pro-
vided to meet the terms of section 
251(b)(2)(F)(ii)(I) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, or is 

additional new budget authority as specified 
for purposes of section 251(b)(2)(F) of such 
Act, respectively. 

(2) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act for ‘‘Department of Labor—Em-
ployment and Training Administration— 
State Unemployment Insurance and Employ-
ment Service Operations’’ that was specified 
to meet the terms of a concurrent resolution 
on the budget in the Senate and section 
1(j)(2) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Congress), as en-
grossed in the House of Representatives on 
June 8, 2022, or as additional new budget au-
thority for purposes of a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget in the Senate and section 
1(j) of such House resolution, is provided to 
meet the terms of section 251(b)(2)(E)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, or is additional new 
budget authority as specified for the pur-
poses of section 251(b)(2)(E) of such Act, re-
spectively. 

(3) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act for ‘‘Department of Health and 
Human Services—Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services—Health Care Fraud and 
Abuse Control Account’’ that was specified 
to meet the terms of a concurrent resolution 
on the budget in the Senate, or as additional 
new budget authority for purposes of a con-
current resolution on the budget in the Sen-
ate and section 1(h) of H. Res. 1151 (117th 
Congress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is provided to 
meet the terms of section 251(b)(2)(C)(ii) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985, or is additional new 
budget authority as specified for the pur-
poses of section 251(b)(2)(C) of such Act, re-
spectively. 

(4) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act for ‘‘Social Security Administra-
tion—Limitation on Administrative Ex-
penses’’ that was specified to meet the terms 
of a concurrent resolution on the budget in 
the Senate, or as additional new budget au-
thority for purposes of a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget in the Senate and section 
1(i) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Congress), as en-
grossed in the House of Representatives on 
June 8, 2022, is provided to meet the terms of 
section 251(b)(2)(B)(ii)(III) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985, or is additional new budget authority 
as specified for the purposes of section 
251(b)(2)(B) of such Act, respectively. 

(c) Each amount designated in this Act by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985 shall be available (or repurposed 
or rescinded, if applicable) only if the Presi-
dent subsequently so designates all such 
amounts and transmits such designations to 
the Congress. 

SEC. 115. (a) Rescissions or cancellations of 
discretionary budget authority that con-
tinue pursuant to section 101 in Treasury Ap-
propriations Fund Symbols (TAFS)— 

(1) to which other appropriations are not 
provided by this Act, but for which there is 
a current applicable TAFS that does receive 
an appropriation in this Act; or 

(2) which are no-year TAFS and receive 
other appropriations in this Act, may be con-
tinued instead by reducing the rate for oper-
ations otherwise provided by section 101 for 
such current applicable TAFS, as long as 
doing so does not impinge on the final fund-
ing prerogatives of the Congress. 

(b) Rescissions or cancellations described 
in subsection (a) shall continue in an amount 
equal to the lesser of— 

(1) the amount specified for rescission or 
cancellation in the applicable appropriations 
Act referenced in section 101 of this Act; or 

(2) the amount of balances available, as of 
October 1, 2023, from the funds specified for 

rescission or cancellation in the applicable 
appropriations Act referenced in section 101 
of this Act. 

(c) No later than November 17, 2023, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a comprehensive list of 
the rescissions or cancellations that will 
continue pursuant to section 101: Provided, 
That the information in such comprehensive 
list shall be periodically updated to reflect 
any subsequent changes in the amount of 
balances available, as of October 1, 2023, from 
the funds specified for rescission or cancella-
tion in the applicable appropriations Act ref-
erenced in section 101, and such updates shall 
be transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate upon request. 

SEC. 116. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Farm Service Agency—Agricul-
tural Credit Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to accommodate ap-
proved applications for direct and guaran-
teed farm ownership loans, as authorized by 
7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rental 
Assistance Program’’ may be apportioned up 
to the rate for operations necessary to main-
tain activities as authorized by section 
521(a)(2) of the Housing Act of 1949. 

SEC. 118. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Domestic Food Programs—Food 
and Nutrition Service—Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for Women, In-
fants, and Children (WIC)’’ may be appor-
tioned at the rate for operations necessary 
to maintain participation. 

SEC. 119. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Domestic Food Programs—Food 
and Nutrition Service—Commodity Assist-
ance Program’’ may be apportioned up to the 
rate for operations necessary to maintain 
current program caseload in the Commodity 
Supplemental Food Program. 

SEC. 120. Section 260 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) and 
section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory Re-
porting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note; Public 
Law 106–78) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 121. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration—Salaries 
and Expenses’’ may be apportioned up to the 
rate for operations necessary to administer 
broadband programs. 

SEC. 122. (a) Funds previously made avail-
able in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2017 (Public Law 115–31) and the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2018 (Public Law 115–141) 
under the heading ‘‘National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration—Space Oper-
ations’’ that were available for obligation 
through fiscal year 2018 and fiscal year 2019, 
respectively, are to remain available 
through fiscal year 2027 for the liquidation of 
valid obligations incurred in fiscal years 2017 
through 2019. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 123. For purposes of section 235(b) of 
the Sentencing Reform Act of 1984 (18 U.S.C. 
3551 note; Public Law 98–473; 98 Stat. 2032), as 
such section relates to chapter 311 of title 18, 
United States Code, and the United States 
Parole Commission, each reference in such 
section to ‘‘36 years’’ or ‘‘36-year period’’ 
shall be deemed a reference to ‘‘36 years and 
17 days’’ or ‘‘36-year and 17-day period’’, re-
spectively. 
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SEC. 124. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 

104, amounts made available by section 101 
to the Department of Defense for ‘‘Ship-
building and Conversion, Navy’’ may be ap-
portioned up to the rate for operations nec-
essary for ‘‘Ohio Replacement Submarine 
(Full Funding)’’ in an amount not to exceed 
$621,270,000 for the procurement of one Co-
lumbia Class Submarine. 

SEC. 125. (a) The remaining unobligated 
balances, as of September 30, 2023, from 
amounts provided under the heading ‘‘De-
partment of Defense—Operation and Mainte-
nance—Overseas Humanitarian, Disaster, 
and Civic Aid’’ in division C of Public Law 
117–43 and division B of Public Law 117–70, 
are hereby permanently rescinded and, in ad-
dition to amounts otherwise provided by sec-
tion 101, an amount of additional new budget 
authority equivalent to the amount re-
scinded pursuant to this subsection is hereby 
appropriated on September 30, 2023, for an 
additional amount for fiscal year 2023, to re-
main available until September 30, 2024, for 
the same purposes and under the same au-
thorities provided under such heading in 
Public Laws 117–43 and 117–70, in addition to 
other funds as may be available for such pur-
poses: Provided, That the new budget author-
ity provided by this subsection may be trans-
ferred to any appropriation account of the 
Department of State for support of Oper-
ation Allies Welcome or any successor oper-
ation: Provided further, That upon any such 
transfer, the funds shall be merged with the 
appropriation to which the funds are trans-
ferred except that such funds may be made 
available for such purposes notwithstanding 
any requirement or limitation applicable to 
the appropriation to which transferred, in-
cluding sections 2(c)(1) and 2(c)(2) of the Mi-
gration and Refugee Assistance Act with re-
spect to the ‘‘United States Emergency Ref-
ugee and Migration Assistance Fund’’ and in 
section 4(a) and section 4(b) of the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 with 
respect to funds transferred to the ‘‘Emer-
gencies in the Diplomatic and Consular Serv-
ice’’ account: Provided further, That section 
2215 of title 10, United States Code, shall not 
apply to a transfer of funds under this sec-
tion: Provided further, That the transfer au-
thority provided under this section is in ad-
dition to any other transfer authority pro-
vided by law: Provided further, That the exer-
cise of the authority of this subsection shall 
be subject to prior consultation with, and 
the regular notification procedures of, the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate: Provided 
further, That the new budget authority pro-
vided by this subsection is designated by the 
Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. Con. 
Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concurrent reso-
lution on the budget for fiscal year 2022 and 
to legislation establishing fiscal year 2024 
budget enforcement in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 127. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 128. (a) Notwithstanding section 101, 
title II of division E of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied by adding the following new 
heading and appropriation language under 
the heading ‘‘Executive Office of the Presi-
dent and Funds Appropriated to the Presi-
dent’’: 

‘‘OFFICE OF PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS AND 
RESPONSE POLICY 

‘‘SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
‘‘For necessary expenses of the Office of 

Pandemic Preparedness and Response Policy, 
as authorized by section 2104 of the PRE-
VENT Pandemics Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh–3), 
$3,700,000, of which not to exceed $5,000 shall 
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses.’’. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 101, section 201 
of title II of division E of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied by inserting ‘‘Office of Pan-
demic Preparedness and Response Policy’’ 
after ‘‘Office of Administration’’. 

SEC. 129. Notwithstanding section 101, the 
matter preceding the first proviso under the 
heading ‘‘Office of Personnel Management— 
Salaries and Expenses’’ in division E of Pub-
lic Law 117–328 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘$219,076,000’’ for ‘‘$190,784,000’’. 

SEC. 130. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Act 25– 
161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 131. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 132. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, for ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’, there is appropriated $5,999,000,000, 
for an additional amount for fiscal year 2024, 
to remain available until expended, of which 
$1,000,000 shall be transferred to ‘‘Office of 
the Inspector General—Operations and Sup-
port’’ for audits and investigations of activi-
ties funded under ‘‘Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency—Disaster Relief Fund’’ and 
$5,500,000,000 shall be for major disasters de-
clared pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.): Provided, That 
such amount is designated by the Congress 
as being for an emergency requirement pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

SEC. 133. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 134. Section 227(a) of the Federal Cy-
bersecurity Enhancement Act of 2015 (6 
U.S.C. 1525(a)) shall be applied by sub-
stituting the date specified in section 106(3) 
of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 135. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Department of the Interior—De-
partment-Wide Programs—Wildland Fire 
Management’’ and ‘‘Department of Agri-
culture—Forest Service—Wildland Fire Man-
agement’’ shall be available for the Federal 
wildland firefighter base salary increase pro-
vided under section 40803(d)(4)(B) of Public 
Law 117–58 and may be apportioned up to the 

rate for operations necessary to continue to 
fund such base salary increase. 

SEC. 136. (a) Amounts made available by 
section 101 for ‘‘Department of Education— 
Student Aid Administration’’ may be appor-
tioned up to the rate for operations nec-
essary to ensure the continuation of student 
loan servicing activities, including sup-
porting borrowers reentering repayment. 

(b) The limitation in section 302 of division 
H of Public Law 117–328 regarding transfers 
increasing any appropriation shall be applied 
to transfers to appropriations under the 
heading ‘‘Department of Education—Student 
Aid Administration’’ during the period cov-
ered by this Act by substituting ‘‘10 percent’’ 
for ‘‘3 percent’’ for the purposes of the con-
tinuation of basic operations, including stu-
dent loan servicing, business process oper-
ations, digital customer care, common origi-
nation and disbursement, cybersecurity ac-
tivities, and information technology sys-
tems. 

SEC. 137. Activities authorized by part A of 
title IV (other than under section 403(c) or 
418) and section 1108(b) of the Social Security 
Act shall continue through the date specified 
in section 106(3), in the manner authorized 
for fiscal year 2023, and out of any money in 
the Treasury of the United States not other-
wise appropriated, there are hereby appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for 
such purpose. 

SEC. 138. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 401(a)(1)(A) of the Additional 
Ukraine Supplemental Appropriations Act, 
2022 (Public Law 117–128) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’: 
Provided, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) 
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 139. Amounts provided by section 101 
for ‘‘Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices—Office of the Secretary—Public Health 
and Social Services Emergency Fund’’ for 
activities carried out by the Assistant Sec-
retary for Preparedness and Response may 
be obligated under the authorities and condi-
tions of division H of Public Law 117–328 in 
an account and budget structure under the 
heading ‘‘Department of Health and Human 
Services—Administration for Strategic Pre-
paredness and Response’’ to one or more ap-
plicable accounts. 

SEC. 140. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, for ‘‘Government Ac-
countability Office—Salaries and Expenses’’, 
there is appropriated $2,000,000, for an addi-
tional amount for fiscal year 2024, to remain 
available until expended, of which $1,000,000 
shall be for the oversight of amounts pro-
vided in this Act to respond to the situation 
in Ukraine and for related expenses, division 
M of Public Law 117–328, division B of Public 
Law 117–180, Public Law 117–128, and division 
N of Public Law 117–103 and of which 
$1,000,000 shall be for audits and investiga-
tions relating to disasters and emergencies 
declared pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) for calendar year 
2023: Provided, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 141. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

SA 1315. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
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amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON FUNDING FOR 

UKRAINE. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 

this Act— 
(1) sections 126 and 142 shall have no force 

or effect; and 
(2) no amounts may be provided for 

Ukraine from amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available for— 

(A) the Food for Peace Title II Grants or 
the McGovern-Dole International Food for 
Education and Child Nutrition Program 
Grants as described in paragraph (1) of sec-
tion 101; 

(B) the Energy Programs—Nuclear Energy 
as described in paragraph (4) of such section; 
or 

(C) the Department of State as described in 
paragraph (11) of such section. 

SA 1316. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the end of division B, add the following: 
TITLE V—REINS ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 

2023 
SEC. 2501. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Regulations 
from the Executive in Need of Scrutiny En-
hancement Act of 2023’’ or the ‘‘REINS En-
hancement Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2502. PURPOSE. 

The purpose of this title is to increase ac-
countability for and transparency in the 
Federal regulatory process. Section 1 of arti-
cle I of the United States Constitution 
grants all legislative powers to Congress. 
Over time, Congress has excessively dele-
gated its constitutional charge while failing 
to conduct appropriate oversight and retain 
accountability for the content of the laws it 
passes. By requiring a vote in Congress, the 
REINS Act will result in more carefully 
drafted and detailed legislation, an improved 
regulatory process, and a legislative branch 
that is truly accountable to the American 
people for the laws imposed upon them. 
SEC. 2503. CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW OF AGENCY 

RULEMAKING. 
Chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, is 

amended to read as follows: 
‘‘CHAPTER 8—CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW 

OF AGENCY RULEMAKING 
‘‘Sec. 
‘‘801. Congressional review. 
‘‘802. Congressional approval procedure for 

major rules. 
‘‘803. Congressional disapproval procedure for 

nonmajor rules. 
‘‘804. Definitions. 
‘‘805. Judicial review. 
‘‘806. Affirmative defense. 
‘‘807. Exemption for monetary policy. 
‘‘808. Effective date of certain rules. 
‘‘809. Review of rules currently in effect. 

‘‘§ 801. Congressional review 
‘‘(a)(1) (A) Before a rule may take effect, 

the Federal agency promulgating such rule 
shall publish in the Federal Register a list of 
information on which the rule is based, in-
cluding data, scientific and economic stud-
ies, and cost-benefit analyses, and identify 
how the public can access such information 
online, and shall submit to each House of the 
Congress and to the Comptroller General a 
report containing— 

‘‘ 
‘‘(i) a copy of the rule; 
‘‘(ii) a concise general statement relating 

to the rule; 
‘‘(iii) a finding, rendered in consultation 

with the Administrator of the Office of Infor-
mation and Regulatory Affairs of the Office 
of Management and Budget, whether the rule 
is a major or nonmajor rule, including an ex-
planation of the finding specifically address-
ing each criteria for a major rule contained 
within subparagraphs (A) through (C) of sec-
tion 804(2); 

‘‘(iv) a list of any other related regulatory 
actions intended to implement the same 
statutory provision or regulatory objective 
as well as the individual and aggregate eco-
nomic effects of those actions; 

‘‘(v) the proposed effective date of the rule; 
and 

‘‘(vi) a statement of the constitutional au-
thority authorizing the agency to make the 
rule. 

‘‘(B) On the date of the submission of the 
report under subparagraph (A), the Federal 
agency promulgating the rule shall submit 
to the Comptroller General and make avail-
able to each House of Congress (and to each 
committee of jurisdiction in each House)— 

‘‘(i) a complete copy of the cost-benefit 
analysis of the rule, if any, including an 
analysis of any jobs added or lost, differen-
tiating between public and private sector 
jobs; 

‘‘(ii) the agency’s actions pursuant to sec-
tions 603, 604, 605, 607, and 609 of this title; 

‘‘(iii) the agency’s actions pursuant to sec-
tions 202, 203, 204, and 205 of the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act of 1995; 

‘‘(iv) an estimate of the effect on inflation 
of the rule; and 

‘‘(v) any other relevant information or re-
quirements under any other Act and any rel-
evant Executive orders. 

‘‘(C) Upon receipt of a report submitted 
under subparagraph (A), each House shall 
provide copies of the report to the chairman 
and ranking member of each standing com-
mittee with jurisdiction under the rules of 
the House of Representatives or the Senate 
to report a bill to amend the provision of law 
under which the rule is issued. 

‘‘(D) If requested in writing by a member of 
Congress— 

‘‘(i) the Comptroller General shall make a 
determination whether an agency action 
qualifies as a rule for purposes of this chap-
ter, and shall submit to Congress this deter-
mination not later than 60 days after the 
date of the request; and 

‘‘(ii) the Comptroller General, in consulta-
tion with the Director of the Congressional 
Budget Office, shall make a determination 
whether a rule is considered a major rule 
under the provisions of this act, and shall 
submit to Congress this determination not 
later than 90 days after the date of the re-
quest. If such determination concludes a rule 
to be a major rule, such rule shall not take 
effect (or continue) unless Congress enacts a 
joint resolution of approval described under 
Section 802. 

‘‘For purposes of this section, a determina-
tion under this subparagraph shall be 
deemed to be a report under subparagraph 
(A). 

‘‘(2)(A) The Comptroller General shall pro-
vide a report on each major rule to the com-
mittees of jurisdiction by the end of 15 cal-
endar days after the submission or publica-
tion date. The report of the Comptroller 
General shall include an assessment of the 
agency’s compliance with procedural steps 
required by paragraph (1)(B) and an assess-
ment of whether the major rule imposes any 
new limits or mandates on private-sector ac-
tivity. 

‘‘(B) Federal agencies shall cooperate with 
the Comptroller General by providing infor-
mation relevant to the Comptroller Gen-
eral’s report under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(3) A major rule relating to a report sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) shall take effect 
upon enactment of a joint resolution of ap-
proval described in section 802 or as provided 
for in the rule following enactment of a joint 
resolution of approval described in section 
802, whichever is later. 

‘‘(4) A nonmajor rule shall take effect as 
provided by section 803 after submission to 
Congress under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(5) If a joint resolution of approval relat-
ing to a major rule is not enacted within the 
period provided in subsection (b)(2), then a 
joint resolution of approval relating to the 
same rule may not be considered under this 
chapter in the same Congress by either the 
House of Representatives or the Senate. 

‘‘(b)(1) A major rule shall not take effect 
unless the Congress enacts a joint resolution 
of approval described under section 802. 

‘‘(2) If a joint resolution described in sub-
section (a) is not enacted into law by the end 
of 70 session days or legislative days, as ap-
plicable, beginning on the date on which the 
report referred to in subsection (a)(1)(A) is 
received by Congress (excluding days either 
House of Congress is adjourned for more than 
3 days during a session of Congress), then the 
rule described in that resolution shall be 
deemed not to be approved and such rule 
shall not take effect. 

‘‘(c)(1) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this section (except subject to para-
graph (3)), a major rule may take effect for 
one 90-calendar-day period if the President 
makes a determination under paragraph (2) 
and submits written notice of such deter-
mination to the Congress. 

‘‘(2) Paragraph (1) applies to a determina-
tion made by the President by Executive 
order that the major rule should take effect 
because such rule is— 

‘‘(A) necessary because of an imminent 
threat to health or safety or other emer-
gency; 

‘‘(B) necessary for the enforcement of 
criminal laws; 

‘‘(C) necessary for national security; or 
‘‘(D) issued pursuant to any statute imple-

menting an international trade agreement. 
‘‘(3) An exercise by the President of the au-

thority under this subsection shall have no 
effect on the procedures under section 802. 

‘‘(d)(1) In addition to the opportunity for 
review otherwise provided under this chap-
ter, in the case of any rule for which a report 
was submitted in accordance with subsection 
(a)(1)(A) during the period beginning on the 
date occurring— 

‘‘(A) in the case of the Senate, 60 session 
days; or 

‘‘(B) in the case of the House of Represent-
atives, 60 legislative days, 

‘‘before the date the Congress is scheduled 
to adjourn a session of Congress through the 
date on which the same or succeeding Con-
gress first convenes its next session, sections 
802 and 803 shall apply to such rule in the 
succeeding session of Congress. 

‘‘(2)(A) In applying sections 802 and 803 for 
purposes of such additional review, a rule de-
scribed under paragraph (1) shall be treated 
as though— 
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‘‘(i) such rule were published in the Federal 

Register on— 
‘‘(I) in the case of the Senate, the 15th ses-

sion day; or 
‘‘(II) in the case of the House of Represent-

atives, the 15th legislative day, 
‘‘after the succeeding session of Congress 

first convenes; and 
‘‘ 
‘‘(ii) a report on such rule were submitted 

to Congress under subsection (a)(1) on such 
date. 

‘‘(B) Nothing in this paragraph shall be 
construed to affect the requirement under 
subsection (a)(1) that a report shall be sub-
mitted to Congress before a rule can take ef-
fect. 

‘‘(3) A rule described under paragraph (1) 
shall take effect as otherwise provided by 
law (including other subsections of this sec-
tion). 
‘‘§ 802. Congressional approval procedure for 

major rules 
‘‘(a)(1) For purposes of this section, the 

term ‘joint resolution’ means only a joint 
resolution addressing a report classifying a 
rule as major pursuant to section 
801(a)(1)(A)(iii) that— 

‘‘(A) bears no preamble; 
‘‘(B) bears the following title (with blanks 

filled as appropriate): ‘Approving the rule 
submitted by lll relating to lll.’; 

‘‘(C) includes after its resolving clause only 
the following (with blanks filled as appro-
priate): ‘That Congress approves the rule 
submitted by lll relating to lll.’; and 

‘‘(D) is introduced pursuant to paragraph 
(2). 

‘‘(2) After a House of Congress receives a 
report classifying a rule as major pursuant 
to section 801(a)(1)(A)(iii), the majority lead-
er of that House (or his or her respective des-
ignee) shall introduce (by request, if appro-
priate) a joint resolution described in para-
graph (1)— 

‘‘(A) in the case of the House of Represent-
atives, within 3 legislative days; and 

‘‘(B) in the case of the Senate, within 3 ses-
sion days. 

‘‘(3) A joint resolution described in para-
graph (1) shall not be subject to amendment 
at any stage of proceeding. 

‘‘(b) A joint resolution described in sub-
section (a) shall be referred in each House of 
Congress to the committees having jurisdic-
tion over the provision of law under which 
the rule is issued. 

‘‘(c) In the Senate, if the committee or 
committees to which a joint resolution de-
scribed in subsection (a) has been referred 
have not reported it at the end of 15 session 
days after its introduction, such committee 
or committees shall be automatically dis-
charged from further consideration of the 
resolution and it shall be placed on the cal-
endar. A vote on final passage of the resolu-
tion shall be taken on or before the close of 
the 15th session day after the resolution is 
reported by the committee or committees to 
which it was referred, or after such com-
mittee or committees have been discharged 
from further consideration of the resolution. 

‘‘(d)(1) In the Senate, when the committee 
or committees to which a joint resolution is 
referred have reported, or when a committee 
or committees are discharged (under sub-
section (c)) from further consideration of a 
joint resolution described in subsection (a), 
it is at any time thereafter in order (even 
though a previous motion to the same effect 
has been disagreed to) for a motion to pro-
ceed to the consideration of the joint resolu-
tion, and all points of order against the joint 
resolution (and against consideration of the 
joint resolution) are waived. The motion is 
not subject to amendment, or to a motion to 
postpone, or to a motion to proceed to the 

consideration of other business. A motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the motion is 
agreed to or disagreed to shall not be in 
order. If a motion to proceed to the consider-
ation of the joint resolution is agreed to, the 
joint resolution shall remain the unfinished 
business of the Senate until disposed of. 

‘‘(2) In the Senate, debate on the joint res-
olution, and on all debatable motions and ap-
peals in connection therewith, shall be lim-
ited to not more than 2 hours, which shall be 
divided equally between those favoring and 
those opposing the joint resolution. A mo-
tion to further limit debate is in order and 
not debatable. An amendment to, or a mo-
tion to postpone, or a motion to proceed to 
the consideration of other business, or a mo-
tion to recommit the joint resolution is not 
in order. 

‘‘(3) In the Senate, immediately following 
the conclusion of the debate on a joint reso-
lution described in subsection (a), and a sin-
gle quorum call at the conclusion of the de-
bate if requested in accordance with the 
rules of the Senate, the vote on final passage 
of the joint resolution shall occur. 

‘‘(4) Appeals from the decisions of the 
Chair relating to the application of the rules 
of the Senate to the procedure relating to a 
joint resolution described in subsection (a) 
shall be decided without debate. 

‘‘(e) In the House of Representatives, if any 
committee to which a joint resolution de-
scribed in subsection (a) has been referred 
has not reported it to the House at the end 
of 15 legislative days after its introduction, 
such committee shall be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of the joint resolution, 
and it shall be placed on the appropriate cal-
endar. On the second and fourth Thursdays 
of each month it shall be in order at any 
time for the Speaker to recognize a Member 
who favors passage of a joint resolution that 
has appeared on the calendar for at least 5 
legislative days to call up that joint resolu-
tion for immediate consideration in the 
House without intervention of any point of 
order. When so called up a joint resolution 
shall be considered as read and shall be de-
batable for 1 hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent, 
and the previous question shall be considered 
as ordered to its passage without intervening 
motion. It shall not be in order to reconsider 
the vote on passage. If a vote on final pas-
sage of the joint resolution has not been 
taken by the third Thursday on which the 
Speaker may recognize a Member under this 
subsection, such vote shall be taken on that 
day. 

‘‘(f)(1) If, before passing a joint resolution 
described in subsection (a), one House re-
ceives from the other a joint resolution hav-
ing the same text, then— 

‘‘(A) the joint resolution of the other 
House shall not be referred to a committee; 
and 

‘‘(B) the procedure in the receiving House 
shall be the same as if no joint resolution 
had been received from the other House until 
the vote on passage, when the joint resolu-
tion received from the other House shall sup-
plant the joint resolution of the receiving 
House. 

‘‘(2) This subsection shall not apply to the 
House of Representatives if the joint resolu-
tion received from the Senate is a revenue 
measure. 

‘‘(g) If either House has not taken a vote 
on final passage of the joint resolution by 
the last day of the period described in sec-
tion 801(b)(2), then such vote shall be taken 
on that day. 

‘‘(h) This section and section 803 are en-
acted by Congress— 

‘‘(1) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
respectively, and as such are deemed to be 

part of the rules of each House, respectively, 
but applicable only with respect to the pro-
cedure to be followed in that House in the 
case of a joint resolution described in sub-
section (a) and superseding other rules only 
where explicitly so; and 

‘‘(2) with full recognition of the constitu-
tional right of either House to change the 
rules (so far as they relate to the procedure 
of that House) at any time, in the same man-
ner and to the same extent as in the case of 
any other rule of that House. 
‘‘§ 803. Congressional disapproval procedure 

for nonmajor rules 
‘‘(a) For purposes of this section, the term 

‘joint resolution’ means only a joint resolu-
tion introduced in the period beginning on 
the date on which the report referred to in 
section 801(a)(1)(A) is received by Congress 
and ending 60 days thereafter (excluding 
days either House of Congress is adjourned 
for more than 3 days during a session of Con-
gress), the matter after the resolving clause 
of which is as follows: ‘That Congress dis-
approves the nonmajor rule submitted by the 
lll relating to lll, and such rule shall 
have no force or effect.’ (The blank spaces 
being appropriately filled in). 

‘‘(b) A joint resolution described in sub-
section (a) shall be referred to the commit-
tees in each House of Congress with jurisdic-
tion. 

‘‘(c) In the Senate, if the committee to 
which is referred a joint resolution described 
in subsection (a) has not reported such joint 
resolution (or an identical joint resolution) 
at the end of 15 session days after the date of 
introduction of the joint resolution, such 
committee may be discharged from further 
consideration of such joint resolution upon a 
petition supported in writing by 30 Members 
of the Senate, and such joint resolution shall 
be placed on the calendar. 

‘‘(d)(1) In the Senate, when the committee 
to which a joint resolution is referred has re-
ported, or when a committee is discharged 
(under subsection (c)) from further consider-
ation of a joint resolution described in sub-
section (a), it is at any time thereafter in 
order (even though a previous motion to the 
same effect has been disagreed to) for a mo-
tion to proceed to the consideration of the 
joint resolution, and all points of order 
against the joint resolution (and against 
consideration of the joint resolution) are 
waived. The motion is not subject to amend-
ment, or to a motion to postpone, or to a 
motion to proceed to the consideration of 
other business. A motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the motion is agreed to or dis-
agreed to shall not be in order. If a motion 
to proceed to the consideration of the joint 
resolution is agreed to, the joint resolution 
shall remain the unfinished business of the 
Senate until disposed of. 

‘‘(2) In the Senate, debate on the joint res-
olution, and on all debatable motions and ap-
peals in connection therewith, shall be lim-
ited to not more than 10 hours, which shall 
be divided equally between those favoring 
and those opposing the joint resolution. A 
motion to further limit debate is in order 
and not debatable. An amendment to, or a 
motion to postpone, or a motion to proceed 
to the consideration of other business, or a 
motion to recommit the joint resolution is 
not in order. 

‘‘(3) In the Senate, immediately following 
the conclusion of the debate on a joint reso-
lution described in subsection (a), and a sin-
gle quorum call at the conclusion of the de-
bate if requested in accordance with the 
rules of the Senate, the vote on final passage 
of the joint resolution shall occur. 

‘‘(4) Appeals from the decisions of the 
Chair relating to the application of the rules 
of the Senate to the procedure relating to a 
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joint resolution described in subsection (a) 
shall be decided without debate. 

‘‘(e) In the Senate, the procedure specified 
in subsection (c) or (d) shall not apply to the 
consideration of a joint resolution respecting 
a nonmajor rule— 

‘‘(1) after the expiration of the 60 session 
days beginning with the applicable submis-
sion or publication date; or 

‘‘(2) if the report under section 801(a)(1)(A) 
was submitted during the period referred to 
in section 801(d)(1), after the expiration of 
the 60 session days beginning on the 15th ses-
sion day after the succeeding session of Con-
gress first convenes. 

‘‘(f) If, before the passage by one House of 
a joint resolution of that House described in 
subsection (a), that House receives from the 
other House a joint resolution described in 
subsection (a), then the following procedures 
shall apply: 

‘‘(1) The joint resolution of the other 
House shall not be referred to a committee. 

‘‘(2) With respect to a joint resolution de-
scribed in subsection (a) of the House receiv-
ing the joint resolution— 

‘‘(A) the procedure in that House shall be 
the same as if no joint resolution had been 
received from the other House; but 

‘‘(B) the vote on final passage shall be on 
the joint resolution of the other House. 
‘‘§ 804. Definitions 

‘‘For purposes of this chapter: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘Federal agency’ means any 

agency as that term is defined in section 
551(1). 

‘‘(2) The term ‘major rule’ means any rule, 
including an interim final rule, that the Ad-
ministrator of the Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget or the Federal agency pro-
mulgating such rule finds has resulted in or 
is likely to result in— 

‘‘(A) an annual effect on the economy of 
$100 million or more; 

‘‘(B) a major increase in costs or prices for 
consumers, individual industries, Federal, 
State, or local government agencies, or geo-
graphic regions; 

‘‘(C) significant adverse effects on competi-
tion, employment, investment, productivity, 
innovation, or the ability of United States- 
based enterprises to compete with foreign- 
based enterprises in domestic and export 
markets; or 

‘‘(D) in an increase in mandatory vaccina-
tions. 

‘‘(3) The term ‘nonmajor rule’ means any 
rule that is not a major rule. 

‘‘(4) The term ‘rule’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 551, except that such 
term— 

‘‘(A) includes interpretative rules, general 
statements of policy, and all other agency 
guidance documents; and 

‘‘(B) does not include— 
‘‘(i) any rule of particular applicability, in-

cluding a rule that approves or prescribes for 
the future rates, wages, prices, services, or 
allowances therefore, corporate or financial 
structures, reorganizations, mergers, or ac-
quisitions thereof, or accounting practices or 
disclosures bearing on any of the foregoing; 

‘‘(ii) any rule relating to agency manage-
ment or personnel; or 

‘‘(iii) any rule of agency organization, pro-
cedure, or practice that does not substan-
tially affect the rights or obligations of non- 
agency parties. 

‘‘(5) The term ‘submission or publication 
date’, except as otherwise provided in this 
chapter, means— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a major rule, the date 
on which the Congress receives the report 
submitted under section 801(a)(1); and 

‘‘(B) in the case of a nonmajor rule, the 
later of— 

‘‘(i) the date on which the Congress re-
ceives the report submitted under section 
801(a)(1); and 

‘‘(ii) the date on which the nonmajor rule 
is published in the Federal Register, if so 
published. 
‘‘§ 805. Judicial review 

‘‘(a) No determination, finding, action, or 
omission under this chapter shall be subject 
to judicial review. 

‘‘(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), a 
court may determine whether a Federal 
agency has completed the necessary require-
ments under this chapter for a rule to take 
effect. 

‘‘(c) The enactment of a joint resolution of 
approval under section 802 shall not be inter-
preted to serve as a grant or modification of 
statutory authority by Congress for the pro-
mulgation of a rule, shall not extinguish or 
affect any claim, whether substantive or pro-
cedural, against any alleged defect in a rule, 
and shall not form part of the record before 
the court in any judicial proceeding con-
cerning a rule except for purposes of deter-
mining whether or not the rule is in effect. 
‘‘§ 806. Affirmative defense 

‘‘It shall be an affirmative defense against 
an alleged violation of a rule for a defendant 
in any administrative proceeding of an agen-
cy, or before a court of the United States, if 
an individual of ordinary intelligence could 
not anticipate from the statutory language 
of a provision of law purported to form the 
basis for the rule in question that the con-
duct of the individual would be unlawful. 
‘‘§ 807. Exemption for monetary policy 

‘‘Nothing in this chapter shall apply to 
rules that concern monetary policy proposed 
or implemented by the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System or the Federal 
Open Market Committee. 
‘‘§ 808. Effective date of certain rules 

‘‘Notwithstanding section 801— 
‘‘(1) any rule that establishes, modifies, 

opens, closes, or conducts a regulatory pro-
gram for a commercial, recreational, or sub-
sistence activity related to hunting, fishing, 
or camping; or 

‘‘(2) any rule other than a major rule which 
an agency for good cause finds (and incor-
porates the finding and a brief statement of 
reasons therefore in the rule issued) that no-
tice and public procedure thereon are im-
practicable, unnecessary, or contrary to the 
public interest, 

‘‘shall take effect at such time as the Fed-
eral agency promulgating the rule deter-
mines. 
‘‘§ 809. Review of rules currently in effect 

‘‘(a) ANNUAL REVIEW.—Beginning on the 
date that is 6 months after the date of enact-
ment of this section and annually thereafter 
for the 4 years following, each agency shall 
designate not less than 20 percent of eligible 
rules made by that agency for review, and 
shall submit a report including each such eli-
gible rule in the same manner as a report 
under section 801(a)(1). Section 801, section 
802, and section 803 shall apply to each such 
rule, subject to subsection (c) of this section. 
No eligible rule previously designated may 
be designated again. 

‘‘(b) SUNSET FOR ELIGIBLE RULES NOT EX-
TENDED.—Beginning after the date that is 5 
years after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, if Congress has not enacted a joint res-
olution of approval for that eligible rule, 
that eligible rule shall not continue in ef-
fect. 

‘‘(c) APPROVAL OF RULES.— 
‘‘(1) Unless Congress approves all eligible 

rules designated by executive agencies for 
review within 90 days of designation, they 
shall have no effect. 

‘‘(2) A single joint resolution of approval 
shall apply to all eligible rules in a report 
designated for a year as follows: ‘That Con-
gress approves the rules submitted by 
thelll for the year lll.’ (The blank 
spaces being appropriately filled in). 

‘‘(3) A member of either House may move 
that a separate joint resolution be required 
for a specified rule. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘eligible rule’ means a rule that is in effect 
as of the date of enactment of this section.’’. 
SEC. 2504. BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF RULES SUB-

JECT TO SECTION 802 OF TITLE 5, 
UNITED STATES CODE. 

Section 257(b)(2) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (2 
U.S.C. 907(b)(2)) is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF RULES SUBJECT 
TO SECTION 802 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE.—Any rule subject to the congressional 
approval procedure set forth in section 802 of 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, af-
fecting budget authority, outlays, or receipts 
shall be assumed to be effective unless it is 
not approved in accordance with such sec-
tion.’’. 
SEC. 2505. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OF-

FICE STUDY OF RULES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 

of the United States shall conduct a study to 
determine, as of the date of the enactment of 
this Act— 

(1) how many rules (as such term is defined 
in section 804 of title 5, United States Code) 
were in effect; 

(2) how many major rules (as such term is 
defined in section 804 of title 5, United States 
Code) were in effect; and 

(3) the total estimated economic cost im-
posed by all such rules. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit a report (and publish the report 
on the website of the Comptroller General) 
to Congress that contains the findings of the 
study conducted under subsection (a). 

SA 1317. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. CIVIL PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO DIS-

CLOSURE AGRICULTURAL FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT. 

Section 3(b) of the Agricultural Foreign In-
vestment Disclosure Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 
3502(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘shall not ex-
ceed 25 percent’’ and inserting ‘‘shall be 
equal to not less than 25 percent’’. 

SA 1318. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
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SEC. ll. NO MANDATORY EARTAGS FOR CATTLE 

AND BISON. 
None of the funds made available by this 

Act shall be used by the Secretary of Agri-
culture to mandate electronic identification 
eartags for cattle or bison. 

SA 1319. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used— 

(1) to carry out Socially Disadvantaged Ap-
plicant funding under Farm Service Agency 
farm loan programs; or 

(2) for Department of Agriculture loan pro-
grams that use race as a criteria for eligi-
bility. 

SA 1320. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. lll. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

SURGICAL OR NON-SURGICAL 
TREATMENTS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
UNDER THE AGE OF 18 RELATING TO 
GENDER TRANSITIONS. 

None of the funds made available by this 
Act or an amendment made by this Act may 
be used for surgical or non-surgical treat-
ments for individuals under the age of 18 re-
lating to gender transitions. 

SA 1321. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place in division B, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. lll. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

SURGICAL OR NON-SURGICAL 
TREATMENTS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
UNDER THE AGE OF 18 RELATING TO 
GENDER TRANSITIONS. 

None of the funds made available by this 
Act or an amendment made by this Act may 
be used for surgical or non-surgical treat-
ments for individuals under the age of 18 re-
lating to gender transitions. 

SA 1322. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-

prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

Beginning on page 59, strike line 23 and all 
that follows through page 60, line 2 and in-
sert the following: 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘2019 
through 2023’’ and inserting ‘‘2024 through 
2028’’; and 

SA 1323. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, strike 
‘‘$33,500,000’’ and insert ‘‘$29,931,240’’. 

SA 1324. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the end of division A, add the following: 
SEC. 146. Notwithstanding section 101, the 

amounts made available for ‘‘U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement—Operations 
and Support’’ in title II of division F of Pub-
lic Law 117–328 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘$4,669,386,000 shall be for enforce-
ment, detention, and removal operations, in-
cluding transportation of unaccompanied 
alien minors; of which not less than 
$3,317,981,000 shall be for custody operations; 
and of which not less than $460,656,000 shall 
be for transportation and removal oper-
ations: Provided, That funding made avail-
able under this heading shall be used to 
maintain a level of not fewer than 49,500 de-
tention beds through September 30, 2023: Pro-
vided further,’’ for ‘‘$4,181,786,000 shall be for 
enforcement, detention, and removal oper-
ations, including transportation of unaccom-
panied alien minors: Provided,’’. 

SA 1325. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the end of title I of division B, add the 
following: 

SEC. 2103. Section 601 of division O of Pub-
lic Law 117–328 shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘December 31, 2054’’ for ‘‘December 
31, 2024.’’. In the Senate, this section is des-
ignated as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. Con. 
Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concurrent reso-
lution on the budget for fiscal year 2022. 

SA 1326. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 

amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

Beginning on page 25, strike line 23 and all 
that follows through page 26, line 15. 

SA 1327. Mr. CRUZ (for himself and 
Ms. LUMMIS) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 1292 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for 
Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill H.R. 3935, to 
amend title 49, United States Code, to 
reauthorize and improve the Federal 
Aviation Administration and other 
civil aviation programs, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the end of division A, add the following: 
SEC. 146. None of the funds made available 

under this Act may be used to pay the salary 
of an individual carrying out the responsibil-
ities of the position of Administrator of the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration in an acting or temporary capacity 
who was nominated to that position and 
whose nomination was subsequently with-
drawn. 

SA 1328. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the matter preceding division 
A, insert the following: 
SEC. 4. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

SURGICAL OR NON-SURGICAL 
TREATMENTS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
UNDER THE AGE OF 18 RELATING TO 
GENDER TRANSITIONS. 

None of the funds made available by 
division A or B of this Act or an 
amendment made by division A or B of 
this Act may be used for surgical or 
non-surgical treatments for individuals 
under the age of 18 relating to gender 
transitions. 

SA 1329. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

On page 60, strike lines 1 and 2. 

SA 1330. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
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was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS TO 

DEVELOP OR IMPLEMENT THE LAB-
YRINTH RIMS/GEMINI BRIDGES 
TRAVEL MANAGEMENT PLAN. 

None of the funds made available by this 
Act shall be used by the Secretary of the In-
terior to develop or implement the Lab-
yrinth Rims Gemini Bridges Travel Manage-
ment Plan. 

SA 1331. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place in division A, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

THE MANAGEMENT OF THE GRAND 
STAIRCASE-ESCALANTE NATIONAL 
MONUMENT. 

None of the funds made available by this 
Act shall be used by the Secretary of the In-
terior for the management of the Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monument, ex-
cept in compliance with the document enti-
tled ‘‘Record of Decision and Approved Re-
source Management Plans for the Grand 
Staircase-Escalante National Monument’’ 
and dated February 2020. 

SA 1332. Ms. BALDWIN (for herself 
and Mr. JOHNSON) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lllll. PAYMENT TO CERTAIN INDIVID-

UALS WHO DYE FUEL. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter B of chapter 

65 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 
‘‘SEC. 6434. DYED FUEL. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—If a person establishes 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary that 
such person meets the requirements of sub-
section (b) with respect to diesel fuel or ker-
osene, then the Secretary shall pay to such 
person an amount (without interest) equal to 
the tax described in subsection (b)(2)(A) with 
respect to such diesel fuel or kerosene. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A person meets the re-

quirements of this subsection with respect to 
diesel fuel or kerosene if such person re-
moves from a terminal eligible indelibly 
dyed diesel fuel or kerosene. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE INDELIBLY DYED DIESEL FUEL 
OR KEROSENE DEFINED.—The term ‘eligible in-
delibly dyed diesel fuel or kerosene’ means 
diesel fuel or kerosene— 

‘‘(A) with respect to which a tax under sec-
tion 4081 was previously paid (and not cred-
ited or refunded), and 

‘‘(B) which is exempt from taxation under 
section 4082(a). 

‘‘(c) CROSS REFERENCE.—For civil penalty 
for excessive claims under this section, see 
section 6675.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 6206 of the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1986 is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘or 6427’’ each place it ap-

pears and inserting ‘‘6427, or 6434’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘6420 and 6421’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘6420, 6421, and 6434’’. 
(2) Section 6430 of such Code is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of para-

graph (2), by striking the period at the end of 
paragraph (3) and inserting ‘‘, or’’, and by 
adding at the end the following new para-
graph: 

‘‘(4) which are removed as eligible indelibly 
dyed diesel fuel or kerosene under section 
6434.’’. 

(3) Section 6675 of such Code is amended— 
(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘or 6427 

(relating to fuels not used for taxable pur-
poses)’’ and inserting ‘‘6427 (relating to fuels 
not used for taxable purposes), or 6434 (relat-
ing to eligible indelibly dyed fuel)’’; and 

(B) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘6421, 
or 6427,’’ and inserting ‘‘6421, 6427, or 6434,’’. 

(4) The table of sections for subchapter B 
of chapter 65 of such Code is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 6434. Dyed fuel.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to eligible 
indelibly dyed diesel fuel or kerosene re-
moved on or after the date that is 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion. 

SA 1333. Ms. CANTWELL submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title II of divi-
sion B, insert the following: 
SEC. lll. FEDERAL EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION 

FOLLOWING AIRPORT AND AIRWAY 
TRUST FUND EXPIRATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each employee of the 
United States Government furloughed as a 
result of a covered lapse in Airport and Air-
way Trust Fund expenditure authority shall 
be paid for the period of the covered lapse, 
and each excepted employee (as defined in 
section 1341(c)(1) of title 31, United States 
Code) who is required to perform work dur-
ing a covered lapse shall be paid for such 
work, at the employee’s standard rate of 
pay, at the earliest date possible after the 
covered lapse ends, regardless of scheduled 
pay dates, and subject to availability of 
funds. 

(b) COVERED LAPSE.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘covered lapse in Airport and Airway 
Trust Fund expenditure authority’’ means 
any lapse in authority to make expenditures 
from the Airport and Airway Trust Fund 
that begins on October 1, 2023, and ends on or 
before the date of enactment of this Act. 

SA 1334. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 

was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

Strike division A and insert the following: 
DIVISION A—CONTINUING 

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 
The following sums are hereby appro-

priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and out of appli-
cable corporate or other revenues, receipts, 
and funds, for the several departments, agen-
cies, corporations, and other organizational 
units of Government for fiscal year 2024, and 
for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2023 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2023, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the following appropriations Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division A 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division B of Public Law 117–328). 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division C of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division D of Public Law 117–328), except the 
first proviso under the heading ‘‘Department 
of Energy—Energy Programs—SPR Petro-
leum Account’’. 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2023 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 117–328). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division F of Public 
Law 117–328), including title III of division O 
of Public Law 117–328. 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division G of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division H 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division I of Public Law 117–328). 

(10) The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division J of Public Law 117–328). 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division K of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division L of Public 
Law 117–328). 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) is hereby reduced by 29.88565 per-
cent, so that the total amount of annualized 
discretionary budget authority for fiscal 
year 2024 is equal to $1,470,979,000,000: Pro-
vided, That the reduction in this subsection 
shall not apply to the rate for operations 
provided for the national defense budget 
function (050), the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, or amounts designated as being for dis-
aster relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: 
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(1) the new production of items not funded 

for production in fiscal year 2023 or prior 
years; 

(2) the increase in production rates above 
those sustained with fiscal year 2023 funds; 
or 

(3) the initiation, resumption, or continu-
ation of any project, activity, operation, or 
organization (defined as any project, sub-
project, activity, budget activity, program 
element, and subprogram within a program 
element, and for any investment items de-
fined as a P–1 line item in a budget activity 
within an appropriation account and an R–1 
line item that includes a program element 
and subprogram element within an appro-
priation account) for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were not available 
during fiscal year 2023. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2023. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this Act shall cover 
all obligations or expenditures incurred for 
any project or activity during the period for 
which funds or authority for such project or 
activity are available under this Act. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or in the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2024, appropriations and 
funds made available and authority granted 
pursuant to this Act shall be available until 
whichever of the following first occurs: 

(1) The enactment into law of an appro-
priation for any project or activity provided 
for in this Act. 

(2) The enactment into law of the applica-
ble appropriations Act for fiscal year 2024 
without any provision for such project or ac-
tivity. 

(3) October 31, 2023. 
SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 

this Act shall be charged to the applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization when-
ever a bill in which such applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization is contained 
is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this Act may be used without re-
gard to the time limitations for submission 
and approval of apportionments set forth in 
section 1513 of title 31, United States Code, 
but nothing in this Act may be construed to 
waive any other provision of law governing 
the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, for those 
programs that would otherwise have high 
initial rates of operation or complete dis-
tribution of appropriations at the beginning 
of fiscal year 2024 because of distributions of 
funding to States, foreign countries, grant-
ees, or others, such high initial rates of oper-
ation or complete distribution shall not be 
made, and no grants shall be awarded for 
such programs funded by this Act that would 
impinge on final funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This Act shall be implemented so 
that only the most limited funding action of 
that permitted in the Act shall be taken in 
order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 

SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 
mandatory payments whose budget author-
ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2023, and for activities under the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, activities 
shall be continued at the rate to maintain 
program levels under current law, under the 
authority and conditions provided in the ap-
plicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
2023, to be continued through the date speci-
fied in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 
after October 2023 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2023, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 10 of Public Law 91–672 (22 
U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2680), section 313 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a) Each amount incorporated by 
reference in this Act that was previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of 
S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 
2022, and section 1(e) of H. Res. 1151 (117th 
Congress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

(b) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act that was previously designated as 
being for disaster relief pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget in the Sen-
ate and section 1(f) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Con-
gress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as being for disaster relief pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such Act. 

(c) This section shall become effective im-
mediately upon enactment of this Act, and 
shall remain in effect through the date in 
section 106(3). 

SEC. 115. (a) Rescissions or cancellations of 
discretionary budget authority that con-
tinue pursuant to section 101 in Treasury Ap-
propriations Fund Symbols (TAFS)— 

(1) to which other appropriations are not 
provided by this Act, but for which there is 
a current applicable TAFS that does receive 
an appropriation in this Act; or 

(2) which are no-year TAFS and receive 
other appropriations in this Act, 
may be continued instead by reducing the 
rate for operations otherwise provided by 
section 101 for such current applicable TAFS, 
as long as doing so does not impinge on the 
final funding prerogatives of the Congress. 

(b) Rescissions or cancellations described 
in subsection (a) shall continue in an amount 
equal to the lesser of— 

(1) the amount specified for rescission or 
cancellation in the applicable appropriations 
Act referenced in section 101 of this Act; or 

(2) the amount of balances available, as of 
October 1, 2023, from the funds specified for 
rescission or cancellation in the applicable 
appropriations Act referenced in section 101 
of this Act. 

(c) No later than October 11, 2023, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a comprehensive list of 
the rescissions or cancellations that will 
continue pursuant to section 101: Provided, 
That the information in such comprehensive 
list shall be periodically updated to reflect 
any subsequent changes in the amount of 
balances available, as of October 1, 2023, from 
the funds specified for rescission or cancella-
tion in the applicable appropriations Act ref-
erenced in section 101, and such updates shall 
be transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate upon request. 

SEC. 116. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Farm Service Agency—Agricul-
tural Credit Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to accommodate ap-
proved applications for direct and guaran-
teed farm ownership loans, as authorized by 
7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Agriculture for 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rental Assistance 
Program’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain activi-
ties as authorized by section 521(a)(2) of the 
Housing Act of 1949. 

SEC. 118. Section 260 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) and 
section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory Re-
porting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note; Public 
Law 106–78) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101(3) for the Department of Defense 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to facilitate the programs 
and activities set forth in H.R. 4365, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 
2024, reported by the House Committee on 
Appropriations on June 27, 2023, subject to 
the terms and conditions therein. 

SEC. 120. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101 to the Department of Defense for 
‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’ shall 
be available for the procurement of one Co-
lumbia Class Submarine. 

SEC. 121. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 122. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, amounts are pro-
vided for ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ at a rate for op-
erations of $220,000,000: Provided, That 
amounts are provided for necessary expenses 
related to Risk Reduction for Future Dem-
onstrations at a rate for operations of 
$120,000,000 and Advanced Nuclear Fuel 
Availability at a rate for operations of 
$100,000,000. 

SEC. 123. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Small Business Administra-
tion—Business Loans Program Account’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to accommodate increased 
demand for commitments for general busi-
ness loans authorized under paragraphs (1) 
through (35) of section 7(a) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)), for commitments 
to guarantee trust certificates authorized by 
section 5(g) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 634(g)), for commitments to guarantee 
loans under section 503 of the Small Business 
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Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 697), and for 
commitments to guarantee loans for deben-
tures under section 303(b) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)). 

SEC. 124. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Bill 25– 
161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 125. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 126. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to utilize the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection CBP 
One Application, or any successor applica-
tion, to facilitate the parole of any alien into 
the United States. 

SEC. 127. (a) Amounts provided by section 
101 shall not be made available to transport 
aliens unlawfully present in, paroled into, or 
inadmissible to the United States into the 
interior of the United States for purposes 
other than enforcement of the immigration 
laws (as such term is defined in section 101 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101)). 

(b) The limitation under subsection (a) 
shall not apply with respect to amounts 
made available to transport unaccompanied 
alien children (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(6 U.S.C. 279)). 

SEC. 128. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to issue any em-
ployment authorization document or similar 
document to any alien whose application for 
asylum in the United States has been denied, 
or who is convicted of a Federal or State 
crime while his or her application for asylum 
in the United States is pending. 

SEC. 129. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to obligate, ex-
pend, or transfer to another Federal agency, 
board, or commission to be used to dis-
mantle, demolish, remove, or damage exist-
ing United States-Mexico physical barriers 
at any location where such barriers have 
been constructed as of the date of enactment 
of this Act unless such barrier is simulta-
neously being repaired or replaced. 

SEC. 130. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the ac-
tivities and policies described in the memo-
randum issued by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security on September 30, 2021, entitled 
‘‘Guidelines for the Enforcement of Civil Im-
migration Law’’ or described in the memo-
randum issued by Kerry Doyle, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement Principal Legal 
Advisor on April 3, 2022, entitled ‘‘Guidance 
to OPLA Attorneys Regarding the Enforce-
ment of Civil Immigration Laws and the Ex-
ercise of 20 Prosecutorial Discretion’’ or any 
successor or similar memorandum or policy. 

SEC. 131. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the poli-
cies described in the directive issued by the 
Acting Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection on January 10, 2023, enti-
tled ‘‘Emergency Driving and Vehicular Pur-
suits’’. 

SEC. 132. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 

administer, or enforce the rule entitled 
‘‘Procedures or Credible Fear Screening and 
Consideration of Asylum, Withholding of Re-
moval, and CAT Protection Claims by Asy-
lum Officers’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 18078). 

SEC. 133. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to release (in-
cluding pursuant to parole or release pursu-
ant to section 236(a) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act but excluding as expressly 
authorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) an 
alien described in section 235(b)(1)(A)(i)–(ii), 
(b)(1)(B), or (b)(2), other than to be removed, 
including to a country described in section 
208(a)(2)(A), or returned to a country as de-
scribed in section 235(b)(3). 

SEC. 134. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule related to 
‘‘Circumvention of Lawful Pathways’’ (88 
Fed. Reg. 11704). 

SEC. 135. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 136. (a) Of the amounts made available 
pursuant to section 40803(c)(2) of Public Law 
117–58, the Secretary of Agriculture shall 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior such 
sums as are necessary to continue without 
interruption the Federal wildland firefighter 
base salary increase provided under Section 
40803(d)(4)(B) of such Public Law. 

(b) In carrying out subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture— 

(1) may make more than one transfer of 
funds under this section; and 

(2) may not transfer a total amount of 
funds greater than $17,250,000. 

(c) No funds transferred pursuant to this 
section may be obligated without prior writ-
ten notification, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, of the date of the transfer, 
the total amount to be transferred, and the 
remaining funds available for transfer. 

SEC. 137. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of Division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

SA 1335. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

Strike division A and insert the following: 
DIVISION A—CONTINUING 

APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 
The following sums are hereby appro-

priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and out of appli-
cable corporate or other revenues, receipts, 
and funds, for the several departments, agen-
cies, corporations, and other organizational 
units of Government for fiscal year 2024, and 
for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 

in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2023 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2023, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the following appropriations Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division A 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division B of Public Law 117–328). 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division C of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division D of Public Law 117–328), except the 
first proviso under the heading ‘‘Department 
of Energy—Energy Programs—SPR Petro-
leum Account’’. 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2023 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 117–328). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division F of Public 
Law 117–328), including title III of division O 
of Public Law 117–328. 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division G of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division H 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division I of Public Law 117–328). 

(10) The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division J of Public Law 117–328). 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division K of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division L of Public 
Law 117–328). 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) is hereby reduced by 29.88565 per-
cent, so that the total amount of annualized 
discretionary budget authority for fiscal 
year 2024 is equal to $1,470,979,000,000: Pro-
vided, That the reduction in this subsection 
shall not apply to the rate for operations 
provided for the national defense budget 
function (050), the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, or amounts designated as being for dis-
aster relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: 

(1) the new production of items not funded 
for production in fiscal year 2023 or prior 
years; 

(2) the increase in production rates above 
those sustained with fiscal year 2023 funds; 
or 

(3) the initiation, resumption, or continu-
ation of any project, activity, operation, or 
organization (defined as any project, sub-
project, activity, budget activity, program 
element, and subprogram within a program 
element, and for any investment items de-
fined as a P–1 line item in a budget activity 
within an appropriation account and an R–1 
line item that includes a program element 
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and subprogram element within an appro-
priation account) for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were not available 
during fiscal year 2023. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2023. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this Act shall cover 
all obligations or expenditures incurred for 
any project or activity during the period for 
which funds or authority for such project or 
activity are available under this Act. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or in the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2024, appropriations and 
funds made available and authority granted 
pursuant to this Act shall be available until 
whichever of the following first occurs: 

(1) The enactment into law of an appro-
priation for any project or activity provided 
for in this Act. 

(2) The enactment into law of the applica-
ble appropriations Act for fiscal year 2024 
without any provision for such project or ac-
tivity. 

(3) October 31, 2023. 
SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 

this Act shall be charged to the applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization when-
ever a bill in which such applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization is contained 
is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this Act may be used without re-
gard to the time limitations for submission 
and approval of apportionments set forth in 
section 1513 of title 31, United States Code, 
but nothing in this Act may be construed to 
waive any other provision of law governing 
the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, for those 
programs that would otherwise have high 
initial rates of operation or complete dis-
tribution of appropriations at the beginning 
of fiscal year 2024 because of distributions of 
funding to States, foreign countries, grant-
ees, or others, such high initial rates of oper-
ation or complete distribution shall not be 
made, and no grants shall be awarded for 
such programs funded by this Act that would 
impinge on final funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This Act shall be implemented so 
that only the most limited funding action of 
that permitted in the Act shall be taken in 
order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 

SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 
mandatory payments whose budget author-
ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2023, and for activities under the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, activities 
shall be continued at the rate to maintain 
program levels under current law, under the 
authority and conditions provided in the ap-
plicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
2023, to be continued through the date speci-
fied in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 

after October 2023 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2023, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 10 of Public Law 91–672 (22 
U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2680), section 313 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a) Each amount incorporated by 
reference in this Act that was previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of 
S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 
2022, and section 1(e) of H. Res. 1151 (117th 
Congress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

(b) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act that was previously designated as 
being for disaster relief pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget in the Sen-
ate and section 1(f) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Con-
gress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as being for disaster relief pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such Act. 

(c) This section shall become effective im-
mediately upon enactment of this Act, and 
shall remain in effect through the date in 
section 106(3). 

SEC. 115. (a) Rescissions or cancellations of 
discretionary budget authority that con-
tinue pursuant to section 101 in Treasury Ap-
propriations Fund Symbols (TAFS)— 

(1) to which other appropriations are not 
provided by this Act, but for which there is 
a current applicable TAFS that does receive 
an appropriation in this Act; or 

(2) which are no-year TAFS and receive 
other appropriations in this Act, 
may be continued instead by reducing the 
rate for operations otherwise provided by 
section 101 for such current applicable TAFS, 
as long as doing so does not impinge on the 
final funding prerogatives of the Congress. 

(b) Rescissions or cancellations described 
in subsection (a) shall continue in an amount 
equal to the lesser of— 

(1) the amount specified for rescission or 
cancellation in the applicable appropriations 
Act referenced in section 101 of this Act; or 

(2) the amount of balances available, as of 
October 1, 2023, from the funds specified for 
rescission or cancellation in the applicable 
appropriations Act referenced in section 101 
of this Act. 

(c) No later than October 11, 2023, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a comprehensive list of 
the rescissions or cancellations that will 
continue pursuant to section 101: Provided, 
That the information in such comprehensive 
list shall be periodically updated to reflect 

any subsequent changes in the amount of 
balances available, as of October 1, 2023, from 
the funds specified for rescission or cancella-
tion in the applicable appropriations Act ref-
erenced in section 101, and such updates shall 
be transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate upon request. 

SEC. 116. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Farm Service Agency—Agricul-
tural Credit Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to accommodate ap-
proved applications for direct and guaran-
teed farm ownership loans, as authorized by 
7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Agriculture for 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rental Assistance 
Program’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain activi-
ties as authorized by section 521(a)(2) of the 
Housing Act of 1949. 

SEC. 118. Section 260 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) and 
section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory Re-
porting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note; Public 
Law 106–78) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101(3) for the Department of Defense 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to facilitate the programs 
and activities set forth in H.R. 4365, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 
2024, reported by the House Committee on 
Appropriations on June 27, 2023, subject to 
the terms and conditions therein. 

SEC. 120. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101 to the Department of Defense for 
‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’ shall 
be available for the procurement of one Co-
lumbia Class Submarine. 

SEC. 121. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 122. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, amounts are pro-
vided for ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ at a rate for op-
erations of $220,000,000: Provided, That 
amounts are provided for necessary expenses 
related to Risk Reduction for Future Dem-
onstrations at a rate for operations of 
$120,000,000 and Advanced Nuclear Fuel 
Availability at a rate for operations of 
$100,000,000. 

SEC. 123. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Small Business Administra-
tion—Business Loans Program Account’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to accommodate increased 
demand for commitments for general busi-
ness loans authorized under paragraphs (1) 
through (35) of section 7(a) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)), for commitments 
to guarantee trust certificates authorized by 
section 5(g) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 634(g)), for commitments to guarantee 
loans under section 503 of the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 697), and for 
commitments to guarantee loans for deben-
tures under section 303(b) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)). 

SEC. 124. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Bill 25– 
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161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 125. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 126. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to utilize the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection CBP 
One Application, or any successor applica-
tion, to facilitate the parole of any alien into 
the United States. 

SEC. 127. (a) Amounts provided by section 
101 shall not be made available to transport 
aliens unlawfully present in, paroled into, or 
inadmissible to the United States into the 
interior of the United States for purposes 
other than enforcement of the immigration 
laws (as such term is defined in section 101 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101)). 

(b) The limitation under subsection (a) 
shall not apply with respect to amounts 
made available to transport unaccompanied 
alien children (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(6 U.S.C. 279)). 

SEC. 128. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to issue any em-
ployment authorization document or similar 
document to any alien whose application for 
asylum in the United States has been denied, 
or who is convicted of a Federal or State 
crime while his or her application for asylum 
in the United States is pending. 

SEC. 129. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to obligate, ex-
pend, or transfer to another Federal agency, 
board, or commission to be used to dis-
mantle, demolish, remove, or damage exist-
ing United States-Mexico physical barriers 
at any location where such barriers have 
been constructed as of the date of enactment 
of this Act unless such barrier is simulta-
neously being repaired or replaced. 

SEC. 130. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the ac-
tivities and policies described in the memo-
randum issued by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security on September 30, 2021, entitled 
‘‘Guidelines for the Enforcement of Civil Im-
migration Law’’ or described in the memo-
randum issued by Kerry Doyle, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement Principal Legal 
Advisor on April 3, 2022, entitled ‘‘Guidance 
to OPLA Attorneys Regarding the Enforce-
ment of Civil Immigration Laws and the Ex-
ercise of 20 Prosecutorial Discretion’’ or any 
successor or similar memorandum or policy. 

SEC. 131. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the poli-
cies described in the directive issued by the 
Acting Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection on January 10, 2023, enti-
tled ‘‘Emergency Driving and Vehicular Pur-
suits’’. 

SEC. 132. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule entitled 
‘‘Procedures or Credible Fear Screening and 
Consideration of Asylum, Withholding of Re-
moval, and CAT Protection Claims by Asy-
lum Officers’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 18078). 

SEC. 133. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to release (in-
cluding pursuant to parole or release pursu-
ant to section 236(a) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act but excluding as expressly 
authorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) an 
alien described in section 235(b)(1)(A)(i)–(ii), 
(b)(1)(B), or (b)(2), other than to be removed, 

including to a country described in section 
208(a)(2)(A), or returned to a country as de-
scribed in section 235(b)(3). 

SEC. 134. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule related to 
‘‘Circumvention of Lawful Pathways’’ (88 
Fed. Reg. 11704). 

SEC. 135. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 136. (a) Of the amounts made available 
pursuant to section 40803(c)(2) of Public Law 
117–58, the Secretary of Agriculture shall 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior such 
sums as are necessary to continue without 
interruption the Federal wildland firefighter 
base salary increase provided under Section 
40803(d)(4)(B) of such Public Law. 

(b) In carrying out subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture— 

(1) may make more than one transfer of 
funds under this section; and 

(2) may not transfer a total amount of 
funds greater than $17,250,000. 

(c) No funds transferred pursuant to this 
section may be obligated without prior writ-
ten notification, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, of the date of the transfer, 
the total amount to be transferred, and the 
remaining funds available for transfer. 

SEC. 137. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of Division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

SEC. 138. None the funds made available 
under this Act or an amendment made by 
this Act may be obligated or expended for 
any program, project, or activity in Ukraine 
or that is related to the war in Ukraine, in-
cluding any intelligence sharing program, 
project, or activity. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

SA 1336. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3935, to amend title 
49, United States Code, to reauthorize 
and improve the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and other civil aviation 
programs, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Continuing 
Appropriations and Border Security En-
hancement Act, 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-
lows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

Sec. 101.
Sec. 102.
Sec. 103.
Sec. 104.
Sec. 105.
Sec. 106.

Sec. 107.
Sec. 108.
Sec. 109.
Sec. 110.
Sec. 111.
Sec. 112.
Sec. 113.
Sec. 114.
Sec. 115.
Sec. 116.
Sec. 117.
Sec. 118.
Sec. 119.
Sec. 120.
Sec. 121.
Sec. 122.
Sec. 123.
Sec. 124.
Sec. 125.
Sec. 126.
Sec. 127.
Sec. 128.
Sec. 129.
Sec. 130.
Sec. 131.
Sec. 132.
Sec. 133.
Sec. 134.
Sec. 135.
Sec. 136.
Sec. 137.

DIVISION B—BORDER SECURITY 

Sec. 101. Definitions. 
Sec. 102. Border wall construction. 
Sec. 103. Strengthening the requirements for 

barriers along the southern bor-
der. 

Sec. 104. Border and port security tech-
nology investment plan. 

Sec. 105. Border security technology pro-
gram management. 

Sec. 106. U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion technology upgrades. 

Sec. 107. U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion personnel. 

Sec. 108. Anti-Border Corruption Act reau-
thorization. 

Sec. 109. Establishment of workload staffing 
models for U.S. Border Patrol 
and Air and Marine Operations 
of CBP. 

Sec. 110. Operation Stonegarden. 
Sec. 111. Air and Marine Operations flight 

hours. 
Sec. 112. Eradication of carrizo cane and salt 

cedar. 
Sec. 113. Border patrol strategic plan. 
Sec. 114. U.S. Customs and Border Protec-

tion spiritual readiness. 
Sec. 115. Restrictions on funding. 
Sec. 116. Collection of DNA and biometric 

information at the border. 
Sec. 117. Eradication of narcotic drugs and 

formulating effective new tools 
to address yearly losses of life; 
ensuring timely updates to U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
field manuals. 

Sec. 118. Publication by U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection of oper-
ational statistics. 

Sec. 119. Alien criminal background checks. 
Sec. 120. Prohibited identification docu-

ments at airport security 
checkpoints; notification to im-
migration agencies. 

Sec. 121. Prohibition against any COVID–19 
vaccine mandate or adverse ac-
tion against DHS employees. 

Sec. 122. CBP One app limitation. 
Sec. 123. Report on Mexican drug cartels. 
Sec. 124. GAO study on costs incurred by 

States to secure the southwest 
border. 

Sec. 125. Report by Inspector General of the 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 
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Sec. 126. Offsetting authorizations of appro-

priations. 
Sec. 127. Report to Congress on foreign ter-

rorist organizations. 
Sec. 128. Assessment by Inspector General of 

the Department of Homeland 
Security on the mitigation of 
unmanned aircraft systems at 
the southwest border. 

DIVISION C—IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

TITLE I—ASYLUM REFORM AND BORDER 
PROTECTION 

Sec. 101. Safe third country. 
Sec. 102. Credible fear interviews. 
Sec. 103. Clarification of asylum eligibility. 
Sec. 104. Exceptions. 
Sec. 105. Employment authorization. 
Sec. 106. Asylum fees. 
Sec. 107. Rules for determining asylum eligi-

bility. 
Sec. 108. Firm resettlement. 
Sec. 109. Notice concerning frivolous asylum 

applications. 
Sec. 110. Technical amendments. 
Sec. 111. Requirement for procedures relat-

ing to certain asylum applica-
tions. 

TITLE II—BORDER SAFETY AND 
MIGRANT PROTECTION 

Sec. 201. Inspection of applicants for admis-
sion. 

Sec. 202. Operational detention facilities. 
TITLE III—PREVENTING UNCONTROLLED 

MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 

Sec. 301. United States policy regarding 
Western Hemisphere coopera-
tion on immigration and asy-
lum. 

Sec. 302. Negotiations by Secretary of State. 
Sec. 303. Mandatory briefings on United 

States efforts to address the 
border crisis. 

TITLE IV—ENSURING UNITED FAMILIES 
AT THE BORDER 

Sec. 401. Clarification of standards for fam-
ily detention. 

TITLE V—PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 

Sec. 501. Findings. 
Sec. 502. Repatriation of unaccompanied 

alien children. 
Sec. 503. Special immigrant juvenile status 

for immigrants unable to re-
unite with either parent. 

Sec. 504. Rule of construction. 

TITLE VI—VISA OVERSTAYS PENALTIES 

Sec. 601. Expanded penalties for illegal 
entry or presence. 

TITLE VII—IMMIGRATION PAROLE 
REFORM 

Sec. 701. Immigration parole reform. 
Sec. 702. Implementation. 
Sec. 703. Cause of action. 
Sec. 704. Severability. 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, 
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any 
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division. 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

The following sums are hereby appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and out of appli-
cable corporate or other revenues, receipts, 
and funds, for the several departments, agen-
cies, corporations, and other organizational 
units of Government for fiscal year 2024, and 
for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-

cal year 2023 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2023, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the following appropriations Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division A 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division B of Public Law 117–328). 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division C of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division D of Public Law 117–328), except the 
first proviso under the heading ‘‘Department 
of Energy—Energy Programs—SPR Petro-
leum Account’’. 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2023 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 117–328). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division F of Public 
Law 117–328), including title III of division O 
of Public Law 117–328. 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division G of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division H 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division I of Public Law 117–328). 

(10) The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division J of Public Law 117–328). 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division K of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division L of Public 
Law 117–328). 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) is hereby reduced by 8.1285 per-
cent, so that the total amount of annualized 
discretionary budget authority for fiscal 
year 2024 is equal to $1,590,000,000,000: Pro-
vided, That the reduction in this subsection 
will not apply to the rate for operations pro-
vided for the national defense budget func-
tion (050), the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, or amounts designated as being for dis-
aster relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: 

(1) the new production of items not funded 
for production in fiscal year 2023 or prior 
years; 

(2) the increase in production rates above 
those sustained with fiscal year 2023 funds; 
or 

(3) the initiation, resumption, or continu-
ation of any project, activity, operation, or 
organization (defined as any project, sub-
project, activity, budget activity, program 
element, and subprogram within a program 
element, and for any investment items de-
fined as a P–1 line item in a budget activity 
within an appropriation account and an R–1 
line item that includes a program element 
and subprogram element within an appro-
priation account) for which appropriations, 

funds, or other authority were not available 
during fiscal year 2023. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2023. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this Act shall cover 
all obligations or expenditures incurred for 
any project or activity during the period for 
which funds or authority for such project or 
activity are available under this Act. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or in the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2024, appropriations and 
funds made available and authority granted 
pursuant to this Act shall be available until 
whichever of the following first occurs: 

(1) The enactment into law of an appro-
priation for any project or activity provided 
for in this Act. 

(2) The enactment into law of the applica-
ble appropriations Act for fiscal year 2024 
without any provision for such project or ac-
tivity. 

(3) October 31, 2023. 
SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 

this Act shall be charged to the applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization when-
ever a bill in which such applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization is contained 
is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this Act may be used without re-
gard to the time limitations for submission 
and approval of apportionments set forth in 
section 1513 of title 31, United States Code, 
but nothing in this Act may be construed to 
waive any other provision of law governing 
the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, for those 
programs that would otherwise have high 
initial rates of operation or complete dis-
tribution of appropriations at the beginning 
of fiscal year 2024 because of distributions of 
funding to States, foreign countries, grant-
ees, or others, such high initial rates of oper-
ation or complete distribution shall not be 
made, and no grants shall be awarded for 
such programs funded by this Act that would 
impinge on final funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This Act shall be implemented so 
that only the most limited funding action of 
that permitted in the Act shall be taken in 
order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 

SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 
mandatory payments whose budget author-
ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2023, and for activities under the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, activities 
shall be continued at the rate to maintain 
program levels under current law, under the 
authority and conditions provided in the ap-
plicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
2023, to be continued through the date speci-
fied in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 
after October 2023 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
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continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2023, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 10 of Public Law 91–672 (22 
U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2680), section 313 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a) Each amount incorporated by 
reference in this Act that was previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of 
S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 
2022, and section 1(e) of H. Res. 1151 (117th 
Congress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

(b) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act that was previously designated as 
being for disaster relief pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget in the Sen-
ate and section 1(f) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Con-
gress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as being for disaster relief pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such Act. 

(c) This section shall become effective im-
mediately upon enactment of this Act, and 
shall remain in effect through the date in 
section 106(3). 

SEC. 115. (a) Rescissions or cancellations of 
discretionary budget authority that con-
tinue pursuant to section 101 in Treasury Ap-
propriations Fund Symbols (TAFS)— 

(1) to which other appropriations are not 
provided by this Act, but for which there is 
a current applicable TAFS that does receive 
an appropriation in this Act; or 

(2) which are no-year TAFS and receive 
other appropriations in this Act, 
may be continued instead by reducing the 
rate for operations otherwise provided by 
section 101 for such current applicable TAFS, 
as long as doing so does not impinge on the 
final funding prerogatives of the Congress. 

(b) Rescissions or cancellations described 
in subsection (a) shall continue in an amount 
equal to the lesser of— 

(1) the amount specified for rescission or 
cancellation in the applicable appropriations 
Act referenced in section 101 of this Act; or 

(2) the amount of balances available, as of 
October 1, 2023, from the funds specified for 
rescission or cancellation in the applicable 
appropriations Act referenced in section 101 
of this Act. 

(c) No later than October 11, 2023, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a comprehensive list of 
the rescissions or cancellations that will 
continue pursuant to section 101: Provided, 
That the information in such comprehensive 
list shall be periodically updated to reflect 
any subsequent changes in the amount of 
balances available, as of October 1, 2023, from 

the funds specified for rescission or cancella-
tion in the applicable appropriations Act ref-
erenced in section 101, and such updates shall 
be transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate upon request. 

SEC. 116. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Farm Service Agency—Agricul-
tural Credit Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to accommodate ap-
proved applications for direct and guaran-
teed farm ownership loans, as authorized by 
7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Agriculture for 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rental Assistance 
Program’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain activi-
ties as authorized by section 521(a)(2) of the 
Housing Act of 1949. 

SEC. 118. Section 260 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) and 
section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory Re-
porting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note; Public 
Law 106–78) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101(3) for the Department of Defense 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to facilitate the programs 
and activities set forth in H.R. 4365, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 
2024, reported by the House Committee on 
Appropriations on June 27, 2023, subject to 
the terms and conditions therein. 

SEC. 120. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101 to the Department of Defense for 
‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’ shall 
be available for the procurement of one Co-
lumbia Class Submarine. 

SEC. 121. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 122. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, amounts are pro-
vided for ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ at a rate for op-
erations of $220,000,000: Provided, That 
amounts are provided for necessary expenses 
related to Risk Reduction for Future Dem-
onstrations at a rate for operations of 
$120,000,000 and Advanced Nuclear Fuel 
Availability at a rate for operations of 
$100,000,000. 

SEC. 123. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Small Business Administra-
tion—Business Loans Program Account’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to accommodate increased 
demand for commitments for general busi-
ness loans authorized under paragraphs (1) 
through (35) of section 7(a) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)), for commitments 
to guarantee trust certificates authorized by 
section 5(g) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 634(g)), for commitments to guarantee 
loans under section 503 of the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 697), and for 
commitments to guarantee loans for deben-
tures under section 303(b) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)). 

SEC. 124. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Bill 25– 
161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 125. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 126. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to utilize the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection CBP 
One Application, or any successor applica-
tion, to facilitate the parole of any alien into 
the United States. 

SEC. 127. (a) Amounts provided by section 
101 shall not be made available to transport 
aliens unlawfully present in, paroled into, or 
inadmissible to the United States into the 
interior of the United States for purposes 
other than enforcement of the immigration 
laws (as such term is defined in section 101 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101)). 

(b) The limitation under subsection (a) 
shall not apply with respect to amounts 
made available to transport unaccompanied 
alien children (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(6 U.S.C. 279)). 

SEC. 128. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to issue any em-
ployment authorization document or similar 
document to any alien whose application for 
asylum in the United States has been denied, 
or who is convicted of a Federal or State 
crime while his or her application for asylum 
in the United States is pending. 

SEC. 129. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to obligate, ex-
pend, or transfer to another Federal agency, 
board, or commission to be used to dis-
mantle, demolish, remove, or damage exist-
ing United States-Mexico physical barriers 
at any location where such barriers have 
been constructed as of the date of enactment 
of this Act unless such barrier is simulta-
neously being repaired or replaced. 

SEC. 130. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the ac-
tivities and policies described in the memo-
randum issued by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security on September 30, 2021, entitled 
‘‘Guidelines for the Enforcement of Civil Im-
migration Law’’ or described in the memo-
randum issued by Kerry Doyle, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement Principal Legal 
Advisor on April 3, 2022, entitled ‘‘Guidance 
to OPLA Attorneys Regarding the Enforce-
ment of Civil Immigration Laws and the Ex-
ercise of 20 Prosecutorial Discretion’’ or any 
successor or similar memorandum or policy. 

SEC. 131. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the poli-
cies described in the directive issued by the 
Acting Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection on January 10, 2023, enti-
tled ‘‘Emergency Driving and Vehicular Pur-
suits’’. 

SEC. 132. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule entitled 
‘‘Procedures or Credible Fear Screening and 
Consideration of Asylum, Withholding of Re-
moval, and CAT Protection Claims by Asy-
lum Officers’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 18078). 

SEC. 133. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to release (in-
cluding pursuant to parole or release pursu-
ant to section 236(a) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act but excluding as expressly 
authorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) an 
alien described in section 235(b)(1)(A)(i)–(ii), 
(b)(1)(B), or (b)(2), other than to be removed, 
including to a country described in section 
208(a)(2)(A), or returned to a country as de-
scribed in section 235(b)(3). 
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SEC. 134. Amounts provided by section 101 

shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule related to 
‘‘Circumvention of Lawful Pathways’’ (88 
Fed. Reg. 11704). 

SEC. 135. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 136. (a) Of the amounts made available 
pursuant to section 40803(c)(2) of Public Law 
117–58, the Secretary of Agriculture shall 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior such 
sums as are necessary to continue without 
interruption the Federal wildland firefighter 
base salary increase provided under Section 
40803(d)(4)(B) of such Public Law. 

(b) In carrying out subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture— 

(1) may make more than one transfer of 
funds under this section; and 

(2) may not transfer a total amount of 
funds greater than $17,250,000. 

(c) No funds transferred pursuant to this 
section may be obligated without prior writ-
ten notification, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, of the date of the transfer, 
the total amount to be transferred, and the 
remaining funds available for transfer. 

SEC. 137. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of Division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Con-
tinuing Appropriations and Border Security 
Enhancement Act, 2024’’. 

DIVISION B—BORDER SECURITY 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) CBP.—The term ‘‘CBP’’ means U.S. Cus-

toms and Border Protection. 
(2) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘‘Commis-

sioner’’ means the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection. 

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 
means the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

(4) OPERATIONAL CONTROL.—The term 
‘‘operational control’’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 2(b) of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–367; 8 U.S.C. 1701 
note). 

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

(6) SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The term 
‘‘situational awareness’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1092(a)(7) of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328; 6 U.S.C. 
223(a)(7)). 

(7) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The term 
‘‘unmanned aircraft system’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 44801 of title 
49, United States Code. 
SEC. 102. BORDER WALL CONSTRUCTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) IMMEDIATE RESUMPTION OF BORDER WALL 

CONSTRUCTION.—Not later than seven days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall resume all activities re-
lated to the construction of the border wall 
along the border between the United States 
and Mexico that were underway or being 
planned for prior to January 20, 2021. 

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—To carry out this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall expend all unex-
pired funds appropriated or explicitly obli-

gated for the construction of the border wall 
that were appropriated or obligated, as the 
case may be, for use beginning on October 1, 
2019. 

(3) USE OF MATERIALS.—Any unused mate-
rials purchased before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act for construction of the bor-
der wall may be used for activities related to 
the construction of the border wall in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1). 

(b) PLAN TO COMPLETE TACTICAL INFRA-
STRUCTURE AND TECHNOLOGY.—Not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act and annually thereafter until con-
struction of the border wall has been com-
pleted, the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees an im-
plementation plan, including annual bench-
marks for the construction of 200 miles of 
such wall and associated cost estimates for 
satisfying all requirements of the construc-
tion of the border wall, including installa-
tion and deployment of tactical infrastruc-
ture, technology, and other elements as iden-
tified by the Department prior to January 
20, 2021, through the expenditure of funds ap-
propriated or explicitly obligated, as the 
case may be, for use, as well as any future 
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able by Congress. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on 
Homeland Security and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate. 

(2) TACTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘‘tactical infrastructure’’ includes boat 
ramps, access gates, checkpoints, lighting, 
and roads associated with a border wall. 

(3) TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘‘technology’’ 
includes border surveillance and detection 
technology, including linear ground detec-
tion systems, associated with a border wall. 
SEC. 103. STRENGTHENING THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR BARRIERS ALONG THE SOUTH-
ERN BORDER. 

Section 102 of the Illegal Immigration Re-
form and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996 (Division C of Public Law 104–208; 8 
U.S.C. 1103 note) is amended— 

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall take such actions as may 
be necessary (including the removal of obsta-
cles to detection of illegal entrants) to de-
sign, test, construct, install, deploy, inte-
grate, and operate physical barriers, tactical 
infrastructure, and technology in the vicin-
ity of the southwest border to achieve situa-
tional awareness and operational control of 
the southwest border and deter, impede, and 
detect unlawful activity.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘FENCING AND ROAD IMPROVEMENTS’’ and in-
serting ‘‘PHYSICAL BARRIERS’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FENCING’’ 

and inserting ‘‘BARRIERS’’; 
(ii) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) REINFORCED BARRIERS.—In carrying 

out this section, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall construct a border wall, in-
cluding physical barriers, tactical infra-
structure, and technology, along not fewer 
than 900 miles of the southwest border until 
situational awareness and operational con-
trol of the southwest border is achieved.’’; 

(iii) by amending subparagraph (B) to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(B) PHYSICAL BARRIERS AND TACTICAL IN-
FRASTRUCTURE.—In carrying out this section, 

the Secretary of Homeland Security shall de-
ploy along the southwest border the most 
practical and effective physical barriers, tac-
tical infrastructure, and technology avail-
able for achieving situational awareness and 
operational control of the southwest bor-
der.’’; 

(iv) in subparagraph (C)— 
(I) by amending clause (i) to read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sec-

tion, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall consult with the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, the Secretary of Agriculture, appro-
priate representatives of State, Tribal, and 
local governments, and appropriate private 
property owners in the United States to min-
imize the impact on natural resources, com-
merce, and sites of historical or cultural sig-
nificance for the communities and residents 
located near the sites at which physical bar-
riers, tactical infrastructure, and technology 
are to be constructed. Such consultation 
may not delay such construction for longer 
than seven days.’’; and 

(II) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘or’’ after 

the semicolon at the end; 
(bb) by amending subclause (II) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(II) delay the transfer to the United 

States of the possession of property or affect 
the validity of any property acquisition by 
the United States by purchase or eminent 
domain, or to otherwise affect the eminent 
domain laws of the United States or of any 
State; or’’; and 

(cc) by adding at the end the following new 
subclause: 

‘‘(III) create any right or liability for any 
party.’’; and 

(v) by striking subparagraph (D); 
(C) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ and in-

serting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘this subsection’’ and in-

serting ‘‘this section’’; and 
(iii) by striking ‘‘construction of fences’’ 

and inserting ‘‘the construction of physical 
barriers, tactical infrastructure, and tech-
nology’’; 

(D) by amending paragraph (3) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(3) AGENT SAFETY.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
when designing, testing, constructing, in-
stalling, deploying, integrating, and oper-
ating physical barriers, tactical infrastruc-
ture, or technology, shall incorporate such 
safety features into such design, test, con-
struction, installation, deployment, integra-
tion, or operation of such physical barriers, 
tactical infrastructure, or technology, as the 
case may be, that the Secretary determines 
are necessary to maximize the safety and ef-
fectiveness of officers and agents of the De-
partment of Homeland Security or of any 
other Federal agency deployed in the vicin-
ity of such physical barriers, tactical infra-
structure, or technology.’’; and 

(E) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘this sub-
section’’ and inserting ‘‘this section’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall waive all legal re-
quirements necessary to ensure the expedi-
tious design, testing, construction, installa-
tion, deployment, integration, operation, 
and maintenance of the physical barriers, 
tactical infrastructure, and technology 
under this section. The Secretary shall en-
sure the maintenance and effectiveness of 
such physical barriers, tactical infrastruc-
ture, or technology. Any such action by the 
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Secretary shall be effective upon publication 
in the Federal Register.’’; 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than seven 
days after the date on which the Secretary of 
Homeland Security exercises a waiver pursu-
ant to paragraph (1), the Secretary shall no-
tify the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate of such waiv-
er.’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following new 
subsections: 

‘‘(e) TECHNOLOGY.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall deploy along the southwest border the 
most practical and effective technology 
available for achieving situational awareness 
and operational control. 

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ADVANCED UNATTENDED SURVEILLANCE 

SENSORS.—The term ‘advanced unattended 
surveillance sensors’ means sensors that uti-
lize an onboard computer to analyze detec-
tions in an effort to discern between vehi-
cles, humans, and animals, and ultimately 
filter false positives prior to transmission. 

‘‘(2) OPERATIONAL CONTROL.—The term 
‘operational control’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 2(b) of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–367; 8 U.S.C. 1701 
note). 

‘‘(3) PHYSICAL BARRIERS.—The term ‘phys-
ical barriers’ includes reinforced fencing, the 
border wall, and levee walls. 

‘‘(4) SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The term 
‘situational awareness’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1092(a)(7) of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328; 6 U.S.C. 
223(a)(7)). 

‘‘(5) TACTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘tactical infrastructure’ includes boat ramps, 
access gates, checkpoints, lighting, and 
roads. 

‘‘(6) TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘technology’ 
includes border surveillance and detection 
technology, including the following: 

‘‘(A) Tower-based surveillance technology. 
‘‘(B) Deployable, lighter-than-air ground 

surveillance equipment. 
‘‘(C) Vehicle and Dismount Exploitation 

Radars (VADER). 
‘‘(D) 3-dimensional, seismic acoustic detec-

tion and ranging border tunneling detection 
technology. 

‘‘(E) Advanced unattended surveillance 
sensors. 

‘‘(F) Mobile vehicle-mounted and man- 
portable surveillance capabilities. 

‘‘(G) Unmanned aircraft systems. 
‘‘(H) Tunnel detection systems and other 

seismic technology. 
‘‘(I) Fiber-optic cable. 
‘‘(J) Other border detection, communica-

tion, and surveillance technology. 
‘‘(7) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The 

term ‘unmanned aircraft system’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code.’’. 
SEC. 104. BORDER AND PORT SECURITY TECH-

NOLOGY INVESTMENT PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner, in consultation with cov-
ered officials and border and port security 
technology stakeholders, shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a 
strategic 5-year technology investment plan 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘plan’’). 
The plan may include a classified annex, if 
appropriate. 

(b) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—The plan shall in-
clude the following: 

(1) An analysis of security risks at and be-
tween ports of entry along the northern and 
southern borders of the United States. 

(2) An identification of capability gaps 
with respect to security at and between such 
ports of entry to be mitigated in order to— 

(A) prevent terrorists and instruments of 
terror from entering the United States; 

(B) combat and reduce cross-border crimi-
nal activity, including— 

(i) the transport of illegal goods, such as il-
licit drugs; and 

(ii) human smuggling and human traf-
ficking; and 

(C) facilitate the flow of legal trade across 
the southwest border. 

(3) An analysis of current and forecast 
trends relating to the number of aliens 
who— 

(A) unlawfully entered the United States 
by crossing the northern or southern border 
of the United States; or 

(B) are unlawfully present in the United 
States. 

(4) A description of security-related tech-
nology acquisitions, to be listed in order of 
priority, to address the security risks and 
capability gaps analyzed and identified pur-
suant to paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively. 

(5) A description of each planned security- 
related technology program, including objec-
tives, goals, and timelines for each such pro-
gram. 

(6) An identification of each deployed secu-
rity-related technology that is at or near the 
end of the life cycle of such technology. 

(7) A description of the test, evaluation, 
modeling, and simulation capabilities, in-
cluding target methodologies, rationales, 
and timelines, necessary to support the ac-
quisition of security-related technologies 
pursuant to paragraph (4). 

(8) An identification and assessment of 
ways to increase opportunities for commu-
nication and collaboration with the private 
sector, small and disadvantaged businesses, 
intragovernment entities, university centers 
of excellence, and federal laboratories to en-
sure CBP is able to engage with the market 
for security-related technologies that are 
available to satisfy its mission needs before 
engaging in an acquisition of a security-re-
lated technology. 

(9) An assessment of the management of 
planned security-related technology pro-
grams by the acquisition workforce of CBP. 

(10) An identification of ways to leverage 
already-existing acquisition expertise within 
the Federal Government. 

(11) A description of the security resources, 
including information security resources, re-
quired to protect security-related tech-
nology from physical or cyber theft, diver-
sion, sabotage, or attack. 

(12) A description of initiatives to— 
(A) streamline the acquisition process of 

CBP; and 
(B) provide to the private sector greater 

predictability and transparency with respect 
to such process, including information relat-
ing to the timeline for testing and evalua-
tion of security-related technology. 

(13) An assessment of the privacy and secu-
rity impact on border communities of secu-
rity-related technology. 

(14) In the case of a new acquisition leading 
to the removal of equipment from a port of 
entry along the northern or southern border 
of the United States, a strategy to consult 
with the private sector and community 
stakeholders affected by such removal. 

(15) A strategy to consult with the private 
sector and community stakeholders with re-
spect to security impacts at a port of entry 
described in paragraph (14). 

(16) An identification of recent techno-
logical advancements in the following: 

(A) Manned aircraft sensor, communica-
tion, and common operating picture tech-
nology. 

(B) Unmanned aerial systems and related 
technology, including counter-unmanned 
aerial system technology. 

(C) Surveillance technology, including the 
following: 

(i) Mobile surveillance vehicles. 
(ii) Associated electronics, including cam-

eras, sensor technology, and radar. 
(iii) Tower-based surveillance technology. 
(iv) Advanced unattended surveillance sen-

sors. 
(v) Deployable, lighter-than-air, ground 

surveillance equipment. 
(D) Nonintrusive inspection technology, in-

cluding non-x-ray devices utilizing muon to-
mography and other advanced detection 
technology. 

(E) Tunnel detection technology. 
(F) Communications equipment, including 

the following: 
(i) Radios. 
(ii) Long-term evolution broadband. 
(iii) Miniature satellites. 
(c) LEVERAGING THE PRIVATE SECTOR.—To 

the extent practicable, the plan shall— 
(1) leverage emerging technological capa-

bilities, and research and development 
trends, within the public and private sectors; 

(2) incorporate input from the private sec-
tor, including from border and port security 
stakeholders, through requests for informa-
tion, industry day events, and other innova-
tive means consistent with the Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation; and 

(3) identify security-related technologies 
that are in development or deployed, with or 
without adaptation, that may satisfy the 
mission needs of CBP. 

(d) FORM.—To the extent practicable, the 
plan shall be published in unclassified form 
on the website of the Department. 

(e) DISCLOSURE.—The plan shall include an 
identification of individuals not employed by 
the Federal Government, and their profes-
sional affiliations, who contributed to the 
development of the plan. 

(f) UPDATE AND REPORT.—Not later than 
the date that is two years after the date on 
which the plan is submitted to the appro-
priate congressional committees pursuant to 
subsection (a) and biennially thereafter for 
ten years, the Commissioner shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees— 

(1) an update of the plan, if appropriate; 
and 

(2) a report that includes— 
(A) the extent to which each security-re-

lated technology acquired by CBP since the 
initial submission of the plan or most recent 
update of the plan, as the case may be, is 
consistent with the planned technology pro-
grams and projects described pursuant to 
subsection (b)(5); and 

(B) the type of contract and the reason for 
acquiring each such security-related tech-
nology. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate. 

(2) COVERED OFFICIALS.—The term ‘‘covered 
officials’’ means— 

(A) the Under Secretary for Management 
of the Department; 

(B) the Under Secretary for Science and 
Technology of the Department; and 

(C) the Chief Information Officer of the De-
partment. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4853 September 29, 2023 
(3) UNLAWFULLY PRESENT.—The term ‘‘un-

lawfully present’’ has the meaning provided 
such term in section 212(a)(9)(B)(ii) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(a)(9)(B)(ii)). 
SEC. 105. BORDER SECURITY TECHNOLOGY PRO-

GRAM MANAGEMENT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title IV of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
231 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 437. BORDER SECURITY TECHNOLOGY PRO-

GRAM MANAGEMENT. 

‘‘(a) MAJOR ACQUISITION PROGRAM DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘major ac-
quisition program’ means an acquisition pro-
gram of the Department that is estimated by 
the Secretary to require an eventual total 
expenditure of at least $100,000,000 (based on 
fiscal year 2023 constant dollars) over its life- 
cycle cost. 

‘‘(b) PLANNING DOCUMENTATION.—For each 
border security technology acquisition pro-
gram of the Department that is determined 
to be a major acquisition program, the Sec-
retary shall— 

‘‘(1) ensure that each such program has a 
written acquisition program baseline ap-
proved by the relevant acquisition decision 
authority; 

‘‘(2) document that each such program is 
satisfying cost, schedule, and performance 
thresholds as specified in such baseline, in 
compliance with relevant departmental ac-
quisition policies and the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation; and 

‘‘(3) have a plan for satisfying program im-
plementation objectives by managing con-
tractor performance. 

‘‘(c) ADHERENCE TO STANDARDS.—The Sec-
retary, acting through the Under Secretary 
for Management and the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, shall 
ensure border security technology acquisi-
tion program managers who are responsible 
for carrying out this section adhere to rel-
evant internal control standards identified 
by the Comptroller General of the United 
States. The Commissioner shall provide in-
formation, as needed, to assist the Under 
Secretary in monitoring management of bor-
der security technology acquisition pro-
grams under this section. 

‘‘(d) PLAN.—The Secretary, acting through 
the Under Secretary for Management, in co-
ordination with the Under Secretary for 
Science and Technology and the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion, shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a plan for testing, evaluating, 
and using independent verification and vali-
dation of resources relating to the proposed 
acquisition of border security technology. 
Under such plan, the proposed acquisition of 
new border security technologies shall be 
evaluated through a series of assessments, 
processes, and audits to ensure— 

‘‘(1) compliance with relevant depart-
mental acquisition policies and the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation; and 

‘‘(2) the effective use of taxpayer dollars.’’. 
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 

contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 436 the fol-
lowing new item: 

‘‘Sec. 437. Border security technology pro-
gram management.’’. 

(c) PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZA-
TION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—No additional 
funds are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out section 437 of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002, as added by subsection (a). 

SEC. 106. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-
TION TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES. 

(a) SECURE COMMUNICATIONS.—The Com-
missioner shall ensure that each CBP officer 
or agent, as appropriate, is equipped with a 
secure radio or other two-way communica-
tion device that allows each such officer or 
agent to communicate— 

(1) between ports of entry and inspection 
stations; and 

(2) with other Federal, State, Tribal, and 
local law enforcement entities. 

(b) BORDER SECURITY DEPLOYMENT PRO-
GRAM.— 

(1) EXPANSION.—Not later than September 
30, 2025, the Commissioner shall— 

(A) fully implement the Border Security 
Deployment Program of CBP; and 

(B) expand the integrated surveillance and 
intrusion detection system at land ports of 
entry along the northern and southern bor-
ders of the United States. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to 
be appropriated for such purpose, there is au-
thorized to be appropriated $33,000,000 for fis-
cal years 2024 and 2025 to carry out para-
graph (1). 

(c) UPGRADE OF LICENSE PLATE READERS AT 
PORTS OF ENTRY.— 

(1) UPGRADE.—Not later than two years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner shall upgrade all existing 
license plate readers in need of upgrade, as 
determined by the Commissioner, on the 
northern and southern borders of the United 
States. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to 
be appropriated for such purpose, there is au-
thorized to be appropriated $125,000,000 for 
fiscal years 2023 and 2024 to carry out para-
graph (1). 
SEC. 107. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-

TION PERSONNEL. 
(a) RETENTION BONUS.—To carry out this 

section, there is authorized to be appro-
priated up to $100,000,000 to the Commis-
sioner to provide a retention bonus to any 
front-line U.S. Border Patrol law enforce-
ment agent— 

(1) whose position is equal to or below level 
GS–12 of the General Schedule; 

(2) who has five years or more of service 
with the U.S. Border Patrol; and 

(3) who commits to two years of additional 
service with the U.S. Border Patrol upon ac-
ceptance of such bonus. 

(b) BORDER PATROL AGENTS.—Not later 
than September 30, 2025, the Commissioner 
shall hire, train, and assign a sufficient num-
ber of Border Patrol agents to maintain an 
active duty presence of not fewer than 22,000 
full-time equivalent Border Patrol agents, 
who may not perform the duties of proc-
essing coordinators. 

(c) PROHIBITION AGAINST ALIEN TRAVEL.— 
No personnel or equipment of Air and Marine 
Operations may be used for the transpor-
tation of non-detained aliens, or detained 
aliens expected to be administratively re-
leased upon arrival, from the southwest bor-
der to destinations within the United States. 

(d) GAO REPORT.—If the staffing level re-
quired under this section is not achieved by 
the date associated with such level, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall— 

(1) conduct a review of the reasons why 
such level was not so achieved; and 

(2) not later than September 30, 2027, pub-
lish on a publicly available website of the 
Government Accountability Office a report 
relating thereto. 
SEC. 108. ANTI-BORDER CORRUPTION ACT REAU-

THORIZATION. 
(a) HIRING FLEXIBILITY.—Section 3 of the 

Anti-Border Corruption Act of 2010 (6 U.S.C. 

221; Public Law 111–376) is amended by strik-
ing subsection (b) and inserting the following 
new subsections: 

‘‘(b) WAIVER REQUIREMENT.—Subject to 
subsection (c), the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall waive the 
application of subsection (a)(1)— 

‘‘(1) to a current, full-time law enforce-
ment officer employed by a State or local 
law enforcement agency who— 

‘‘(A) has continuously served as a law en-
forcement officer for not fewer than three 
years; 

‘‘(B) is authorized by law to engage in or 
supervise the prevention, detection, inves-
tigation, or prosecution of, or the incarcer-
ation of any person for, any violation of law, 
and has statutory powers for arrest or appre-
hension; and 

‘‘(C) is not currently under investigation, 
has not been found to have engaged in crimi-
nal activity or serious misconduct, has not 
resigned from a law enforcement officer posi-
tion under investigation or in lieu of termi-
nation, and has not been dismissed from a 
law enforcement officer position; 

‘‘(2) to a current, full-time Federal law en-
forcement officer who— 

‘‘(A) has continuously served as a law en-
forcement officer for not fewer than three 
years; 

‘‘(B) is authorized to make arrests, conduct 
investigations, conduct searches, make sei-
zures, carry firearms, and serve orders, war-
rants, and other processes; 

‘‘(C) is not currently under investigation, 
has not been found to have engaged in crimi-
nal activity or serious misconduct, has not 
resigned from a law enforcement officer posi-
tion under investigation or in lieu of termi-
nation, and has not been dismissed from a 
law enforcement officer position; and 

‘‘(D) holds a current Tier 4 background in-
vestigation or current Tier 5 background in-
vestigation; or 

‘‘(3) to a member of the Armed Forces (or 
a reserve component thereof) or a veteran, if 
such individual— 

‘‘(A) has served in the Armed Forces for 
not fewer than three years; 

‘‘(B) holds, or has held within the past five 
years, a Secret, Top Secret, or Top Secret/ 
Sensitive Compartmented Information clear-
ance; 

‘‘(C) holds, or has undergone within the 
past five years, a current Tier 4 background 
investigation or current Tier 5 background 
investigation; 

‘‘(D) received, or is eligible to receive, an 
honorable discharge from service in the 
Armed Forces and has not engaged in crimi-
nal activity or committed a serious military 
or civil offense under the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice; and 

‘‘(E) was not granted any waivers to obtain 
the clearance referred to in subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(c) TERMINATION OF WAIVER REQUIREMENT; 
SNAP-BACK.—The requirement to issue a 
waiver under subsection (b) shall terminate 
if the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) certifies to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate that CBP has met all re-
quirements pursuant to section 107 of the Se-
cure the Border Act of 2023 relating to per-
sonnel levels. If at any time after such cer-
tification personnel levels fall below such re-
quirements, the Commissioner shall waive 
the application of subsection (a)(1) until 
such time as the Commissioner re-certifies 
to such Committees that CBP has so met all 
such requirements.’’. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4854 September 29, 2023 
(b) SUPPLEMENTAL COMMISSIONER AUTHOR-

ITY; REPORTING; DEFINITIONS.—The Anti-Bor-
der Corruption Act of 2010 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sections: 
‘‘SEC. 5. SUPPLEMENTAL COMMISSIONER AU-

THORITY. 
‘‘(a) NONEXEMPTION.—An individual who re-

ceives a waiver under section 3(b) is not ex-
empt from any other hiring requirements re-
lating to suitability for employment and eli-
gibility to hold a national security des-
ignated position, as determined by the Com-
missioner of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection. 

‘‘(b) BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS.—An in-
dividual who receives a waiver under section 
3(b) who holds a current Tier 4 background 
investigation shall be subject to a Tier 5 
background investigation. 

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION OF POLYGRAPH EXAM-
INATION.—The Commissioner of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection is authorized to ad-
minister a polygraph examination to an ap-
plicant or employee who is eligible for or re-
ceives a waiver under section 3(b) if informa-
tion is discovered before the completion of a 
background investigation that results in a 
determination that a polygraph examination 
is necessary to make a final determination 
regarding suitability for employment or con-
tinued employment, as the case may be. 
‘‘SEC. 6. REPORTING. 

‘‘(a) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
section and annually thereafter while the 
waiver authority under section 3(b) is in ef-
fect, the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection shall submit to Congress a 
report that includes, with respect to each 
such reporting period, the following: 

‘‘(1) Information relating to the number of 
waivers granted under such section 3(b). 

‘‘(2) Information relating to the percentage 
of applicants who were hired after receiving 
such a waiver. 

‘‘(3) Information relating to the number of 
instances that a polygraph was administered 
to an applicant who initially received such a 
waiver and the results of such polygraph. 

‘‘(4) An assessment of the current impact 
of such waiver authority on filling law en-
forcement positions at U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 

‘‘(5) An identification of additional au-
thorities needed by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection to better utilize such waiver au-
thority for its intended goals. 

‘‘(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—The first 
report submitted under subsection (a) shall 
include the following: 

‘‘(1) An analysis of other methods of em-
ployment suitability tests that detect decep-
tion and could be used in conjunction with 
traditional background investigations to 
evaluate potential applicants or employees 
for suitability for employment or continued 
employment, as the case may be. 

‘‘(2) A recommendation regarding whether 
a test referred to in paragraph (1) should be 
adopted by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion when the polygraph examination re-
quirement is waived pursuant to section 3(b). 
‘‘SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this Act: 
‘‘(1) FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.— 

The term ‘Federal law enforcement officer’ 
means a ‘law enforcement officer’, as such 
term is defined in section 8331(20) or 8401(17) 
of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) SERIOUS MILITARY OR CIVIL OFFENSE.— 
The term ‘serious military or civil offense’ 
means an offense for which— 

‘‘(A) a member of the Armed Forces may 
be discharged or separated from service in 
the Armed Forces; and 

‘‘(B) a punitive discharge is, or would be, 
authorized for the same or a closely related 

offense under the Manual for Court-Martial, 
as pursuant to Army Regulation 635–200, 
chapter 14–12. 

‘‘(3) TIER 4; TIER 5.—The terms ‘Tier 4’ and 
‘Tier 5’, with respect to background inves-
tigations, have the meaning given such 
terms under the 2012 Federal Investigative 
Standards. 

‘‘(4) VETERAN.—The term ‘veteran’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 101(2) of 
title 38, United States Code.’’. 

(c) POLYGRAPH EXAMINERS.—Not later than 
September 30, 2025, the Secretary shall in-
crease to not fewer than 150 the number of 
trained full-time equivalent polygraph exam-
iners for administering polygraphs under the 
Anti-Border Corruption Act of 2010, as 
amended by this section. 
SEC. 109. ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKLOAD STAFF-

ING MODELS FOR U.S. BORDER PA-
TROL AND AIR AND MARINE OPER-
ATIONS OF CBP. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner, in coordination with the 
Under Secretary for Management, the Chief 
Human Capital Officer, and the Chief Finan-
cial Officer of the Department, shall imple-
ment a workload staffing model for each of 
the following: 

(1) The U.S. Border Patrol. 
(2) Air and Marine Operations of CBP. 
(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMIS-

SIONER.—Subsection (c) of section 411 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211), 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (18) and 
(19) as paragraphs (20) and (21), respectively; 
and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (17) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs: 

‘‘(18) implement a staffing model for the 
U.S. Border Patrol, Air and Marine Oper-
ations, and the Office of Field Operations 
that includes consideration for essential 
frontline operator activities and functions, 
variations in operating environments, 
present and planned infrastructure, present 
and planned technology, and required oper-
ations support levels to enable such entities 
to manage and assign personnel of such enti-
ties to ensure field and support posts possess 
adequate resources to carry out duties speci-
fied in this section; 

‘‘(19) develop standard operating proce-
dures for a workforce tracking system with-
in the U.S. Border Patrol, Air and Marine 
Operations, and the Office of Field Oper-
ations, train the workforce of each of such 
entities on the use, capabilities, and purpose 
of such system, and implement internal con-
trols to ensure timely and accurate sched-
uling and reporting of actual completed 
work hours and activities;’’. 

(c) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act 
with respect to subsection (a) and para-
graphs (18) and (19) of section 411(c) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as amended 
by subsection (b)), and annually thereafter 
with respect to such paragraphs (18) and (19), 
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report 
that includes a status update on the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The implementation of such subsection 
(a) and such paragraphs (18) and (19). 

(B) Each relevant workload staffing model. 
(2) DATA SOURCES AND METHODOLOGY RE-

QUIRED.—Each report required under para-
graph (1) shall include information relating 
to the data sources and methodology used to 
generate each relevant staffing model. 

(d) INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEW.—Not later 
than 90 days after the Commissioner devel-
ops the workload staffing models pursuant to 
subsection (a), the Inspector General of the 

Department shall review such models and 
provide feedback to the Secretary and the 
appropriate congressional committees with 
respect to the degree to which such models 
are responsive to the recommendations of 
the Inspector General, including the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Recommendations from the Inspector 
General’s February 2019 audit. 

(2) Any further recommendations to im-
prove such models. 

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate. 
SEC. 110. OPERATION STONEGARDEN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title XX of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
601 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 2010. OPERATION STONEGARDEN. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Department a program to be known as 
‘Operation Stonegarden’, under which the 
Secretary, acting through the Adminis-
trator, shall make grants to eligible law en-
forcement agencies, through State adminis-
trative agencies, to enhance border security 
in accordance with this section. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—To be eligible 
to receive a grant under this section, a law 
enforcement agency shall— 

‘‘(1) be located in— 
‘‘(A) a State bordering Canada or Mexico; 

or 
‘‘(B) a State or territory with a maritime 

border; 
‘‘(2) be involved in an active, ongoing, U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection operation co-
ordinated through a U.S. Border Patrol sec-
tor office; and 

‘‘(3) have an agreement in place with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement to 
support enforcement operations. 

‘‘(c) PERMITTED USES.—A recipient of a 
grant under this section may use such grant 
for costs associated with the following: 

‘‘(1) Equipment, including maintenance 
and sustainment. 

‘‘(2) Personnel, including overtime and 
backfill, in support of enhanced border law 
enforcement activities. 

‘‘(3) Any activity permitted for Operation 
Stonegarden under the most recent fiscal 
year Department of Homeland Security’s 
Homeland Security Grant Program Notice of 
Funding Opportunity. 

‘‘(d) PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall award grants under this section 
to grant recipients for a period of not fewer 
than 36 months. 

‘‘(e) NOTIFICATION.—Upon denial of a grant 
to a law enforcement agency, the Adminis-
trator shall provide written notice to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate, including the reasoning 
for such denial. 

‘‘(f) REPORT.—For each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2028 the Administrator shall submit 
to the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate a report that 
contains— 

‘‘(1) information on the expenditure of 
grants made under this section by each grant 
recipient; and 

‘‘(2) recommendations for other uses of 
such grants to further support eligible law 
enforcement agencies. 

‘‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4855 September 29, 2023 
$110,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2028 for grants under this section.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection 
(a) of section 2002 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 603) is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary, 
through the Administrator, may award 
grants under sections 2003, 2004, 2009, and 2010 
to State, local, and Tribal governments, as 
appropriate.’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 2009 the 
following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 2010. Operation Stonegarden.’’. 
SEC. 111. AIR AND MARINE OPERATIONS FLIGHT 

HOURS. 
(a) AIR AND MARINE OPERATIONS FLIGHT 

HOURS.—Not later than 120 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that not fewer than 
110,000 annual flight hours are carried out by 
Air and Marine Operations of CBP. 

(b) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.—The 
Secretary, after coordination with the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, shall ensure that Air and Marine 
Operations operate unmanned aircraft sys-
tems on the southern border of the United 
States for not less than 24 hours per day. 

(c) PRIMARY MISSIONS.—The Commissioner 
shall ensure the following: 

(1) The primary missions for Air and Ma-
rine Operations are to directly support the 
following: 

(A) U.S. Border Patrol activities along the 
borders of the United States. 

(B) Joint Interagency Task Force South 
and Joint Task Force East operations in the 
transit zone. 

(2) The Executive Assistant Commissioner 
of Air and Marine Operations assigns the 
greatest priority to support missions speci-
fied in paragraph (1). 

(d) HIGH DEMAND FLIGHT HOUR REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The Commissioner shall— 

(1) ensure that U.S. Border Patrol Sector 
Chiefs identify air support mission-critical 
hours; and 

(2) direct Air and Marine Operations to 
support requests from such Sector Chiefs as 
a component of the primary mission of Air 
and Marine Operations in accordance with 
subsection (c)(1)(A). 

(e) CONTRACT AIR SUPPORT AUTHORIZA-
TIONS.—The Commissioner shall contract for 
air support mission-critical hours to meet 
the requests for such hours, as identified 
pursuant to subsection (d). 

(f) SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief of the U.S. Bor-

der Patrol shall be the executive agent with 
respect to the use of small unmanned air-
craft by CBP for the purposes of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Meeting the unmet flight hour oper-
ational requirements of the U.S. Border Pa-
trol. 

(B) Achieving situational awareness and 
operational control of the borders of the 
United States. 

(2) COORDINATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Chief of the U.S. Border Patrol 
shall coordinate— 

(A) flight operations with the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to ensure the safe and efficient oper-
ation of the national airspace system; and 

(B) with the Executive Assistant Commis-
sioner for Air and Marine Operations of CBP 
to— 

(i) ensure the safety of other CBP aircraft 
flying in the vicinity of small unmanned air-
craft operated by the U.S. Border Patrol; and 

(ii) establish a process to include data from 
flight hours in the calculation of got away 
statistics. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph 
(3) of section 411(e) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211(e)) is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon at the end; 

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 
subparagraph (D); and 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) carry out the small unmanned aircraft 
(as such term is defined in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code) requirements 
pursuant to subsection (f) of section 111 of 
the Secure the Border Act of 2023; and’’. 

(g) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion may be construed as conferring, trans-
ferring, or delegating to the Secretary, the 
Commissioner, the Executive Assistant Com-
missioner for Air and Marine Operations of 
CBP, or the Chief of the U.S. Border Patrol 
any authority of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation or the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration relating to the use 
of airspace or aviation safety. 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) GOT AWAY.—The term ‘‘got away’’ has 

the meaning given such term in section 
1092(a)(3) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–328; 6 U.S.C. 223(a)(3)). 

(2) TRANSIT ZONE.—The term ‘‘transit 
zone’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 1092(a)(8) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–328; 6 U.S.C. 223(a)(8)). 
SEC. 112. ERADICATION OF CARRIZO CANE AND 

SALT CEDAR. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary, in coordination with the 
heads of relevant Federal, State, and local 
agencies, shall hire contractors to begin 
eradicating the carrizo cane plant and any 
salt cedar along the Rio Grande River that 
impedes border security operations. Such 
eradication shall be completed— 

(1) by not later than September 30, 2027, ex-
cept for required maintenance; and 

(2) in the most expeditious and cost-effec-
tive manner possible to maintain clear fields 
of view. 

(b) APPLICATION.—The waiver authority 
under subsection (c) of section 102 of the Ille-
gal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1103 note), 
as amended by section 103 of this division, 
shall apply to activities carried out pursuant 
to subsection (a). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a strategic plan to eradicate all 
carrizo cane plant and salt cedar along the 
Rio Grande River that impedes border secu-
rity operations by not later than September 
30, 2027. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$7,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 through 
2028 to the Secretary to carry out this sub-
section. 
SEC. 113. BORDER PATROL STRATEGIC PLAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and biennially thereafter, the Commissioner, 
acting through the Chief of the U.S. Border 
Patrol, shall issue a Border Patrol Strategic 
Plan (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘plan’’) to enhance the security of the bor-
ders of the United States. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan shall include the 
following: 

(1) A consideration of Border Patrol Capa-
bility Gap Analysis reporting, Border Secu-

rity Improvement Plans, and any other stra-
tegic document authored by the U.S. Border 
Patrol to address security gaps between 
ports of entry, including efforts to mitigate 
threats identified in such analyses, plans, 
and documents. 

(2) Information relating to the dissemina-
tion of information relating to border secu-
rity or border threats with respect to the ef-
forts of the Department and other appro-
priate Federal agencies. 

(3) Information relating to efforts by U.S. 
Border Patrol to— 

(A) increase situational awareness, includ-
ing— 

(i) surveillance capabilities, such as capa-
bilities developed or utilized by the Depart-
ment of Defense, and any appropriate tech-
nology determined to be excess by the De-
partment of Defense; and 

(ii) the use of manned aircraft and un-
manned aircraft; 

(B) detect and prevent terrorists and in-
struments of terrorism from entering the 
United States; 

(C) detect, interdict, and disrupt between 
ports of entry aliens unlawfully present in 
the United States; 

(D) detect, interdict, and disrupt human 
smuggling, human trafficking, drug traf-
ficking, and other illicit cross-border activ-
ity; 

(E) focus intelligence collection to disrupt 
transnational criminal organizations outside 
of the international and maritime borders of 
the United States; and 

(F) ensure that any new border security 
technology can be operationally integrated 
with existing technologies in use by the De-
partment. 

(4) Information relating to initiatives of 
the Department with respect to operational 
coordination, including any relevant task 
forces of the Department. 

(5) Information gathered from the lessons 
learned by the deployments of the National 
Guard to the southern border of the United 
States. 

(6) A description of cooperative agreements 
relating to information sharing with State, 
local, Tribal, territorial, and other Federal 
law enforcement agencies that have jurisdic-
tion on the borders of the United States. 

(7) Information relating to border security 
information received from the following: 

(A) State, local, Tribal, territorial, and 
other Federal law enforcement agencies that 
have jurisdiction on the borders of the 
United States or in the maritime environ-
ment. 

(B) Border community stakeholders, in-
cluding representatives from the following: 

(i) Border agricultural and ranching orga-
nizations. 

(ii) Business and civic organizations. 
(iii) Hospitals and rural clinics within 150 

miles of the borders of the United States. 
(iv) Victims of crime committed by aliens 

unlawfully present in the United States. 
(v) Victims impacted by drugs, 

transnational criminal organizations, car-
tels, gangs, or other criminal activity. 

(vi) Farmers, ranchers, and property own-
ers along the border. 

(vii) Other individuals negatively impacted 
by illegal immigration. 

(8) Information relating to the staffing re-
quirements with respect to border security 
for the Department. 

(9) A prioritized list of Department re-
search and development objectives to en-
hance the security of the borders of the 
United States. 

(10) An assessment of training programs, 
including such programs relating to the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Identifying and detecting fraudulent 
documents. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:44 Sep 30, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00057 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29SE6.032 S29SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4856 September 29, 2023 
(B) Understanding the scope of CBP en-

forcement authorities and appropriate use of 
force policies. 

(C) Screening, identifying, and addressing 
vulnerable populations, such as children and 
victims of human trafficking. 
SEC. 114. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-

TION SPIRITUAL READINESS. 
Not later than one year after the enact-

ment of this Act and annually thereafter for 
five years, the Commissioner shall submit to 
the Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the avail-
ability and usage of the assistance of chap-
lains, prayer groups, houses of worship, and 
other spiritual resources for members of CBP 
who identify as religiously affiliated and 
have attempted suicide, have suicidal idea-
tion, or are at risk of suicide, and metrics on 
the impact such resources have in assisting 
religiously affiliated members who have ac-
cess to and utilize such resources compared 
to religiously affiliated members who do not. 
SEC. 115. RESTRICTIONS ON FUNDING. 

(a) ARRIVING ALIENS.—No funds are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Department to 
process the entry into the United States of 
aliens arriving in between ports of entry. 

(b) RESTRICTION ON NONGOVERNMENTAL OR-
GANIZATION SUPPORT FOR UNLAWFUL ACTIV-
ITY.—No funds are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Department for disbursement 
to any nongovernmental organization that 
facilitates or encourages unlawful activity, 
including unlawful entry, human trafficking, 
human smuggling, drug trafficking, and drug 
smuggling. 

(c) RESTRICTION ON NONGOVERNMENTAL OR-
GANIZATION FACILITATION OF ILLEGAL IMMI-
GRATION.—No funds are authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Department for disburse-
ment to any nongovernmental organization 
to provide, or facilitate the provision of, 
transportation, lodging, or immigration 
legal services to inadmissible aliens who 
enter the United States after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 116. COLLECTION OF DNA AND BIOMETRIC 

INFORMATION AT THE BORDER. 
Not later than 14 days after the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
ensure and certify to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate that CBP is fully compliant with 
Federal DNA and biometric collection re-
quirements at United States land borders. 
SEC. 117. ERADICATION OF NARCOTIC DRUGS 

AND FORMULATING EFFECTIVE NEW 
TOOLS TO ADDRESS YEARLY LOSSES 
OF LIFE; ENSURING TIMELY UP-
DATES TO U.S. CUSTOMS AND BOR-
DER PROTECTION FIELD MANUALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and not less frequently than triennially 
thereafter, the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall review and 
update, as necessary, the current policies 
and manuals of the Office of Field Oper-
ations related to inspections at ports of 
entry, and the U.S. Border Patrol related to 
inspections between ports of entry, to ensure 
the uniform implementation of inspection 
practices that will effectively respond to 
technological and methodological changes 
designed to disguise unlawful activity, such 
as the smuggling of drugs and humans, along 
the border. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later 
than 90 days after each update required 
under subsection (a), the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and the Committee on the Judiciary of 

the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs and the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the Senate a report that summa-
rizes any policy and manual changes pursu-
ant to subsection (a). 
SEC. 118. PUBLICATION BY U.S. CUSTOMS AND 

BORDER PROTECTION OF OPER-
ATIONAL STATISTICS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the sev-
enth day of each month beginning with the 
second full month after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
publish on a publicly available website of the 
Department of Homeland Security informa-
tion relating to the total number of alien en-
counters and nationalities, unique alien en-
counters and nationalities, gang affiliated 
apprehensions and nationalities, drug sei-
zures, alien encounters included in the ter-
rorist screening database and nationalities, 
arrests of criminal aliens or individuals 
wanted by law enforcement and nationali-
ties, known got aways, encounters with de-
ceased aliens, and all other related or associ-
ated statistics recorded by U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection during the immediately 
preceding month. Each such publication 
shall include the following: 

(1) The aggregate such number, and such 
number disaggregated by geographic regions, 
of such recordings and encounters, including 
specifications relating to whether such re-
cordings and encounters were at the south-
west, northern, or maritime border. 

(2) An identification of the Office of Field 
Operations field office, U.S. Border Patrol 
sector, or Air and Marine Operations branch 
making each recording or encounter. 

(3) Information relating to whether each 
recording or encounter of an alien was of a 
single adult, an unaccompanied alien child, 
or an individual in a family unit. 

(4) Information relating to the processing 
disposition of each alien recording or en-
counter. 

(5) Information relating to the nationality 
of each alien who is the subject of each re-
cording or encounter. 

(6) The total number of individuals in-
cluded in the terrorist screening database (as 
such term is defined in section 2101 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 621)) 
who have repeatedly attempted to cross un-
lawfully into the United States. 

(7) The total number of individuals in-
cluded in the terrorist screening database 
who have been apprehended, including infor-
mation relating to whether such individuals 
were released into the United States or re-
moved. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—If the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection in any 
month does not publish the information re-
quired under subsection (a), or does not pub-
lish such information by the date specified in 
such subsection, the Commissioner shall 
brief the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate regarding 
the reason relating thereto, as the case may 
be, by not later than the date that is two 
business days after the tenth day of such 
month. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ALIEN ENCOUNTERS.—The term ‘‘alien 

encounters’’ means aliens apprehended, de-
termined inadmissible, or processed for re-
moval by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion. 

(2) GOT AWAY.—The term ‘‘got away’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 
1092(a) of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (6 U.S.C. 223(a)). 

(3) TERRORIST SCREENING DATABASE.—The 
term ‘‘terrorist screening database’’ has the 

meaning given such term in section 2101 of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
621). 

(4) UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHILD.—The term 
‘‘unaccompanied alien child’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 462(g) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
279(g)). 
SEC. 119. ALIEN CRIMINAL BACKGROUND 

CHECKS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than seven days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner shall certify to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate that CBP has real-time access to the 
criminal history databases of all countries of 
origin and transit for aliens encountered by 
CBP to perform criminal history background 
checks for such aliens. 

(b) STANDARDS.—The certification required 
under subsection (a) shall also include a de-
termination whether the criminal history 
databases of a country are accurate, up to 
date, digitized, searchable, and otherwise 
meet the standards of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for criminal history databases 
maintained by State and local governments. 

(c) CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall an-
nually submit to the Committee on Home-
land Security and the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the Senate a certification 
that each database referred to in subsection 
(b) which the Secretary accessed or sought 
to access pursuant to this section met the 
standards described in subsection (b). 
SEC. 120. PROHIBITED IDENTIFICATION DOCU-

MENTS AT AIRPORT SECURITY 
CHECKPOINTS; NOTIFICATION TO 
IMMIGRATION AGENCIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 
not accept as valid proof of identification a 
prohibited identification document at an air-
port security checkpoint. 

(b) NOTIFICATION TO IMMIGRATION AGEN-
CIES.—If an individual presents a prohibited 
identification document to an officer of the 
Transportation Security Administration at 
an airport security checkpoint, the Adminis-
trator shall promptly notify the Director of 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
the Director of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, and the head of the appropriate 
local law enforcement agency to determine 
whether the individual is in violation of any 
term of release from the custody of any such 
agency. 

(c) ENTRY INTO STERILE AREAS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), if an individual is found to be 
in violation of any term of release under sub-
section (b), the Administrator may not per-
mit such individual to enter a sterile area. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—An individual presenting a 
prohibited identification document under 
this section may enter a sterile area if the 
individual— 

(A) is leaving the United States for the 
purposes of removal or deportation; or 

(B) presents a covered identification docu-
ment. 

(d) COLLECTION OF BIOMETRIC INFORMATION 
FROM CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS SEEKING ENTRY 
INTO THE STERILE AREA OF AN AIRPORT.—Be-
ginning not later than 120 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall collect biometric information 
from an individual described in subsection 
(e) prior to authorizing such individual to 
enter into a sterile area. 

(e) INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED.—An individual 
described in this subsection is an individual 
who— 
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(1) is seeking entry into the sterile area of 

an airport; 
(2) does not present a covered identifica-

tion document; and 
(3) the Administrator cannot verify is a na-

tional of the United States. 
(f) PARTICIPATION IN IDENT.—Beginning 

not later than 120 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Administrator, in 
coordination with the Secretary, shall sub-
mit biometric data collected under this sec-
tion to the Automated Biometric Identifica-
tion System (IDENT). 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration. 

(2) BIOMETRIC INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘bi-
ometric information’’ means any of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) A fingerprint. 
(B) A palm print. 
(C) A photograph, including— 
(i) a photograph of an individual’s face for 

use with facial recognition technology; and 
(ii) a photograph of any physical or ana-

tomical feature, such as a scar, skin mark, 
or tattoo. 

(D) A signature. 
(E) A voice print. 
(F) An iris image. 
(3) COVERED IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT.— 

The term ‘‘covered identification document’’ 
means any of the following, if the document 
is valid and unexpired: 

(A) A United States passport or passport 
card. 

(B) A biometrically secure card issued by a 
trusted traveler program of the Department 
of Homeland Security, including— 

(i) Global Entry; 
(ii) Nexus; 
(iii) Secure Electronic Network for Trav-

elers Rapid Inspection (SENTRI); and 
(iv) Free and Secure Trade (FAST). 
(C) An identification card issued by the De-

partment of Defense, including such a card 
issued to a dependent. 

(D) Any document required for admission 
to the United States under section 211(a) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1181(a)). 

(E) An enhanced driver’s license issued by 
a State. 

(F) A photo identification card issued by a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe. 

(G) A personal identity verification creden-
tial issued in accordance with Homeland Se-
curity Presidential Directive 12. 

(H) A driver’s license issued by a province 
of Canada. 

(I) A Secure Certificate of Indian Status 
issued by the Government of Canada. 

(J) A Transportation Worker Identification 
Credential. 

(K) A Merchant Mariner Credential issued 
by the Coast Guard. 

(L) A Veteran Health Identification Card 
issued by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

(M) Any other document the Adminis-
trator determines, pursuant to a rule mak-
ing in accordance with section 553 of title 5, 
United States Code, will satisfy the identity 
verification procedures of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration. 

(4) IMMIGRATION LAWS.—The term ‘‘immi-
gration laws’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 101 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 

(5) PROHIBITED IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT.— 
The term ‘‘prohibited identification docu-
ment’’ means any of the following (or any 
applicable successor form): 

(A) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–200, Warrant for Arrest of 
Alien. 

(B) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–205, Warrant of Removal/ 
Deportation. 

(C) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–220A, Order of Release on 
Recognizance. 

(D) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–220B, Order of Super-
vision. 

(E) Department of Homeland Security 
Form I–862, Notice to Appear. 

(F) U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Form I–94, Arrival/Departure Record (includ-
ing a print-out of an electronic record). 

(G) Department of Homeland Security 
Form I–385, Notice to Report. 

(H) Any document that directs an indi-
vidual to report to the Department of Home-
land Security. 

(I) Any Department of Homeland Security 
work authorization or employment 
verification document. 

(6) STERILE AREA.—The term ‘‘sterile area’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
1540.5 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or any successor regulation. 
SEC. 121. PROHIBITION AGAINST ANY COVID–19 

VACCINE MANDATE OR ADVERSE AC-
TION AGAINST DHS EMPLOYEES. 

(a) LIMITATION ON IMPOSITION OF NEW MAN-
DATE.—The Secretary may not issue any 
COVID–19 vaccine mandate unless Congress 
expressly authorizes such a mandate. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON ADVERSE ACTION.—The 
Secretary may not take any adverse action 
against a Department employee based solely 
on the refusal of such employee to receive a 
vaccine for COVID–19. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall report to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate on the following: 

(1) The number of Department employees 
who were terminated or resigned due to the 
COVID–19 vaccine mandate. 

(2) An estimate of the cost to reinstate 
such employees. 

(3) How the Department would effectuate 
reinstatement of such employees. 

(d) RETENTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
UNVACCINATED EMPLOYEES.—The Secretary 
shall make every effort to retain Depart-
ment employees who are not vaccinated 
against COVID–19 and provide such employ-
ees with professional development, pro-
motion and leadership opportunities, and 
consideration equal to that of their peers. 
SEC. 122. CBP ONE APP LIMITATION. 

(a) LIMITATION.—The Department may use 
the CBP One Mobile Application or any 
other similar program, application, internet- 
based portal, website, device, or initiative 
only for inspection of perishable cargo. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Commissioner shall report to the Committee 
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate the date on which CBP began 
using CBP One to allow aliens to schedule 
interviews at land ports of entry, how many 
aliens have scheduled interviews at land 
ports of entry using CBP One, the nationali-
ties of such aliens, and the stated final des-
tinations of such aliens within the United 
States, if any. 
SEC. 123. REPORT ON MEXICAN DRUG CARTELS. 

Not later than 60 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, Congress shall com-
mission a report that contains the following: 

(1) A national strategy to address Mexican 
drug cartels, and a determination regarding 
whether there should be a designation estab-
lished to address such cartels. 

(2) Information relating to actions by such 
cartels that causes harm to the United 
States. 
SEC. 124. GAO STUDY ON COSTS INCURRED BY 

STATES TO SECURE THE SOUTH-
WEST BORDER. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall conduct a study to examine the costs 
incurred by individual States as a result of 
actions taken by such States in support of 
the Federal mission to secure the southwest 
border, and the feasibility of a program to 
reimburse such States for such costs. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The study required under 
subsection (a) shall include consideration of 
the following: 

(1) Actions taken by the Department of 
Homeland Security that have contributed to 
costs described in such subsection incurred 
by States to secure the border in the absence 
of Federal action, including the termination 
of the Migrant Protection Protocols and can-
cellation of border wall construction. 

(2) Actions taken by individual States 
along the southwest border to secure their 
borders, and the costs associated with such 
actions. 

(3) The feasibility of a program within the 
Department of Homeland Security to reim-
burse States for the costs incurred in sup-
port of the Federal mission to secure the 
southwest border. 
SEC. 125. REPORT BY INSPECTOR GENERAL OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act and an-
nually thereafter for five years, the Inspec-
tor General of the Department of Homeland 
Security shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a report examining the economic 
and security impact of mass migration to 
municipalities and States along the south-
west border. Such report shall include infor-
mation regarding costs incurred by the fol-
lowing: 

(1) State and local law enforcement to se-
cure the southwest border. 

(2) Public school districts to educate stu-
dents who are aliens unlawfully present in 
the United States. 

(3) Healthcare providers to provide care to 
aliens unlawfully present in the United 
States who have not paid for such care. 

(4) Farmers and ranchers due to migration 
impacts to their properties. 

(b) CONSULTATION.—To produce the report 
required under subsection (a), the Inspector 
General of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity shall consult with the individuals and 
representatives of the entities described in 
paragraphs (1) through (4) of such subsection. 
SEC. 126. OFFSETTING AUTHORIZATIONS OF AP-

PROPRIATIONS. 
(a) OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY AND EMER-

GENCY MANAGEMENT.—No funds are author-
ized to be appropriated for the Alternatives 
to Detention Case Management Pilot Pro-
gram or the Office of the Immigration De-
tention Ombudsman for the Office of the 
Secretary and Emergency Management of 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

(b) MANAGEMENT DIRECTORATE.—No funds 
are authorized to be appropriated for electric 
vehicles or St. Elizabeths campus construc-
tion for the Management Directorate of the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

(c) INTELLIGENCE, ANALYSIS, AND SITUA-
TIONAL AWARENESS.—There is authorized to 
be appropriated $216,000,000 for Intelligence, 
Analysis, and Situational Awareness of the 
Department of Homeland Security. 
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(d) U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-

TION.—No funds are authorized to be appro-
priated for the Shelter Services Program for 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 
SEC. 127. REPORT TO CONGRESS ON FOREIGN 

TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and annually thereafter for five years, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate an assess-
ment of foreign terrorist organizations at-
tempting to move their members or affili-
ates into the United States through the 
southern, northern, or maritime border. 

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘foreign terrorist organization’’ means an 
organization described in section 219 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1189). 
SEC. 128. ASSESSMENT BY INSPECTOR GENERAL 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY ON THE MITIGA-
TION OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYS-
TEMS AT THE SOUTHWEST BORDER. 

Not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Inspector General 
of the Department of Homeland Security 
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland 
Security of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate an as-
sessment of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s ability to mitigate unmanned aircraft 
systems at the southwest border. Such as-
sessment shall include information regard-
ing any intervention between January 1, 
2021, and the date of the enactment of this 
Act, by any Federal agency affecting in any 
manner U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s authority to so mitigate such systems. 

DIVISION C—IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

TITLE I—ASYLUM REFORM AND BORDER 
PROTECTION 

SEC. 101. SAFE THIRD COUNTRY. 
Section 208(a)(2)(A) of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(a)(2)(A)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘if the Attorney General de-
termines’’ and inserting ‘‘if the Attorney 
General or the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity determines—’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘that the alien may be re-
moved’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(i) that the alien may be removed’’; 
(3) by striking ‘‘, pursuant to a bilateral or 

multilateral agreement, to’’ and inserting 
‘‘to’’; 

(4) by inserting ‘‘or the Secretary, on a 
case by case basis,’’ before ‘‘finds that’’; 

(5) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(6) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) that the alien entered, attempted to 

enter, or arrived in the United States after 
transiting through at least one country out-
side the alien’s country of citizenship, na-
tionality, or last lawful habitual residence 
en route to the United States, unless— 

‘‘(I) the alien demonstrates that he or she 
applied for protection from persecution or 
torture in at least one country outside the 
alien’s country of citizenship, nationality, or 
last lawful habitual residence through which 
the alien transited en route to the United 
States, and the alien received a final judg-
ment denying the alien protection in each 
country; 

‘‘(II) the alien demonstrates that he or she 
was a victim of a severe form of trafficking 
in which a commercial sex act was induced 
by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the 
person induced to perform such act was 

under the age of 18 years; or in which the 
trafficking included the recruitment, har-
boring, transportation, provision, or obtain-
ing of a person for labor or services through 
the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the 
purpose of subjection to involuntary ser-
vitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery, 
and was unable to apply for protection from 
persecution in each country through which 
the alien transited en route to the United 
States as a result of such severe form of traf-
ficking; or 

‘‘(III) the only countries through which the 
alien transited en route to the United States 
were, at the time of the transit, not parties 
to the 1951 United Nations Convention relat-
ing to the Status of Refugees, the 1967 Pro-
tocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, or 
the United Nations Convention against Tor-
ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment.’’. 
SEC. 102. CREDIBLE FEAR INTERVIEWS. 

Section 235(b)(1)(B)(v) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1225(b)(1)(B)(v)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘there is a signifi-
cant possibility’’ and all that follows, and in-
serting ‘‘, taking into account the credibility 
of the statements made by the alien in sup-
port of the alien’s claim, as determined pur-
suant to section 208(b)(1)(B)(iii), and such 
other facts as are known to the officer, the 
alien more likely than not could establish 
eligibility for asylum under section 208, and 
it is more likely than not that the state-
ments made by, and on behalf of, the alien in 
support of the alien’s claim are true.’’. 
SEC. 103. CLARIFICATION OF ASYLUM ELIGI-

BILITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 208(b)(1)(A) of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158(b)(1)(A)) is amended by inserting after 
‘‘section 101(a)(42)(A)’’ the following: ‘‘(in ac-
cordance with the rules set forth in this sec-
tion), and is eligible to apply for asylum 
under subsection (a)’’. 

(b) PLACE OF ARRIVAL.—Section 208(a)(1) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1158(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘or who arrives in the 
United States (whether or not at a des-
ignated port of arrival and including an alien 
who is brought to the United States after 
having been interdicted in international or 
United States waters),’’; and 

(2) by inserting after ‘‘United States’’ the 
following: ‘‘and has arrived in the United 
States at a port of entry (including an alien 
who is brought to the United States after 
having been interdicted in international or 
United States waters),’’. 
SEC. 104. EXCEPTIONS. 

Paragraph (2) of section 208(b) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158(b)(2)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) shall not 

apply to an alien if the Secretary of Home-
land Security or the Attorney General deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(i) the alien ordered, incited, assisted, or 
otherwise participated in the persecution of 
any person on account of race, religion, na-
tionality, membership in a particular social 
group, or political opinion; 

‘‘(ii) the alien has been convicted of any 
felony under Federal, State, tribal, or local 
law; 

‘‘(iii) the alien has been convicted of any 
misdemeanor offense under Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law involving— 

‘‘(I) the unlawful possession or use of an 
identification document, authentication fea-
ture, or false identification document (as 
those terms and phrases are defined in the 
jurisdiction where the conviction occurred), 
unless the alien can establish that the con-
viction resulted from circumstances showing 
that— 

‘‘(aa) the document or feature was pre-
sented before boarding a common carrier; 

‘‘(bb) the document or feature related to 
the alien’s eligibility to enter the United 
States; 

‘‘(cc) the alien used the document or fea-
ture to depart a country wherein the alien 
has claimed a fear of persecution; and 

‘‘(dd) the alien claimed a fear of persecu-
tion without delay upon presenting himself 
or herself to an immigration officer upon ar-
rival at a United States port of entry; 

‘‘(II) the unlawful receipt of a Federal pub-
lic benefit (as defined in section 401(c) of the 
Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 
1611(c))), from a Federal entity, or the unlaw-
ful receipt of similar public benefits from a 
State, tribal, or local entity; or 

‘‘(III) possession or trafficking of a con-
trolled substance or controlled substance 
paraphernalia, as those phrases are defined 
under the law of the jurisdiction where the 
conviction occurred, other than a single of-
fense involving possession for one’s own use 
of 30 grams or less of marijuana (as mari-
juana is defined under the law of the juris-
diction where the conviction occurred); 

‘‘(iv) the alien has been convicted of an of-
fense arising under paragraph (1)(A) or (2) of 
section 274(a), or under section 276; 

‘‘(v) the alien has been convicted of a Fed-
eral, State, tribal, or local crime that the 
Attorney General or Secretary of Homeland 
Security knows, or has reason to believe, 
was committed in support, promotion, or 
furtherance of the activity of a criminal 
street gang (as defined under the law of the 
jurisdiction where the conviction occurred or 
in section 521(a) of title 18, United States 
Code); 

‘‘(vi) the alien has been convicted of an of-
fense for driving while intoxicated or im-
paired, as those terms are defined under the 
law of the jurisdiction where the conviction 
occurred (including a conviction for driving 
while under the influence of or impaired by 
alcohol or drugs), without regard to whether 
the conviction is classified as a misdemeanor 
or felony under Federal, State, tribal, or 
local law, in which such intoxicated or im-
paired driving was a cause of serious bodily 
injury or death of another person; 

‘‘(vii) the alien has been convicted of more 
than one offense for driving while intoxi-
cated or impaired, as those terms are defined 
under the law of the jurisdiction where the 
conviction occurred (including a conviction 
for driving while under the influence of or 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), without re-
gard to whether the conviction is classified 
as a misdemeanor or felony under Federal, 
State, tribal, or local law; 

‘‘(viii) the alien has been convicted of a 
crime— 

‘‘(I) that involves conduct amounting to a 
crime of stalking; 

‘‘(II) of child abuse, child neglect, or child 
abandonment; or 

‘‘(III) that involves conduct amounting to 
a domestic assault or battery offense, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(aa) a misdemeanor crime of domestic vi-
olence, as described in section 921(a)(33) of 
title 18, United States Code; 

‘‘(bb) a crime of domestic violence, as de-
scribed in section 40002(a)(12) of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 
12291(a)(12)); or 

‘‘(cc) any crime based on conduct in which 
the alien harassed, coerced, intimidated, vol-
untarily or recklessly used (or threatened to 
use) force or violence against, or inflicted 
physical injury or physical pain, however 
slight, upon a person— 

‘‘(AA) who is a current or former spouse of 
the alien; 

‘‘(BB) with whom the alien shares a child; 
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‘‘(CC) who is cohabitating with, or who has 

cohabitated with, the alien as a spouse; 
‘‘(DD) who is similarly situated to a spouse 

of the alien under the domestic or family vi-
olence laws of the jurisdiction where the of-
fense occurred; or 

‘‘(EE) who is protected from that alien’s 
acts under the domestic or family violence 
laws of the United States or of any State, 
tribal government, or unit of local govern-
ment; 

‘‘(ix) the alien has engaged in acts of bat-
tery or extreme cruelty upon a person and 
the person— 

‘‘(I) is a current or former spouse of the 
alien; 

‘‘(II) shares a child with the alien; 
‘‘(III) cohabitates or has cohabitated with 

the alien as a spouse; 
‘‘(IV) is similarly situated to a spouse of 

the alien under the domestic or family vio-
lence laws of the jurisdiction where the of-
fense occurred; or 

‘‘(V) is protected from that alien’s acts 
under the domestic or family violence laws 
of the United States or of any State, tribal 
government, or unit of local government; 

‘‘(x) the alien, having been convicted by a 
final judgment of a particularly serious 
crime, constitutes a danger to the commu-
nity of the United States; 

‘‘(xi) there are serious reasons for believing 
that the alien has committed a serious non-
political crime outside the United States 
prior to the arrival of the alien in the United 
States; 

‘‘(xii) there are reasonable grounds for re-
garding the alien as a danger to the security 
of the United States; 

‘‘(xiii) the alien is described in subclause 
(I), (II), (III), (IV), or (VI) of section 
212(a)(3)(B)(i) or section 237(a)(4)(B) (relating 
to terrorist activity), unless, in the case only 
of an alien inadmissible under subclause (IV) 
of section 212(a)(3)(B)(i), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
determines, in the Secretary’s or the Attor-
ney General’s discretion, that there are not 
reasonable grounds for regarding the alien as 
a danger to the security of the United 
States; 

‘‘(xiv) the alien was firmly resettled in an-
other country prior to arriving in the United 
States; or 

‘‘(xv) there are reasonable grounds for con-
cluding the alien could avoid persecution by 
relocating to another part of the alien’s 
country of nationality or, in the case of an 
alien having no nationality, another part of 
the alien’s country of last habitual resi-
dence. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULES.— 
‘‘(i) PARTICULARLY SERIOUS CRIME; SERIOUS 

NONPOLITICAL CRIME OUTSIDE THE UNITED 
STATES.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(x), the Attorney General or Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in their discre-
tion, may determine that a conviction con-
stitutes a particularly serious crime based 
on— 

‘‘(aa) the nature of the conviction; 
‘‘(bb) the type of sentence imposed; or 
‘‘(cc) the circumstances and underlying 

facts of the conviction. 
‘‘(II) DETERMINATION.—In making a deter-

mination under subclause (I), the Attorney 
General or Secretary of Homeland Security 
may consider all reliable information and is 
not limited to facts found by the criminal 
court or provided in the underlying record of 
conviction. 

‘‘(III) TREATMENT OF FELONIES.—In making 
a determination under subclause (I), an alien 
who has been convicted of a felony (as de-
fined under this section) or an aggravated 
felony (as defined under section 101(a)(43)), 

shall be considered to have been convicted of 
a particularly serious crime. 

‘‘(IV) INTERPOL RED NOTICE.—In making a 
determination under subparagraph (A)(xi), 
an Interpol Red Notice may constitute reli-
able evidence that the alien has committed a 
serious nonpolitical crime outside the 
United States. 

‘‘(ii) CRIMES AND EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(I) DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED OR IM-

PAIRED.—A finding under subparagraph 
(A)(vi) does not require the Attorney General 
or Secretary of Homeland Security to find 
the first conviction for driving while intoxi-
cated or impaired (including a conviction for 
driving while under the influence of or im-
paired by alcohol or drugs) as a predicate of-
fense. The Attorney General or Secretary of 
Homeland Security need only make a factual 
determination that the alien previously was 
convicted for driving while intoxicated or 
impaired as those terms are defined under 
the jurisdiction where the conviction oc-
curred (including a conviction for driving 
while under the influence of or impaired by 
alcohol or drugs). 

‘‘(II) STALKING AND OTHER CRIMES.—In 
making a determination under subparagraph 
(A)(viii), including determining the existence 
of a domestic relationship between the alien 
and the victim, the underlying conduct of 
the crime may be considered, and the Attor-
ney General or Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity is not limited to facts found by the 
criminal court or provided in the underlying 
record of conviction. 

‘‘(III) BATTERY OR EXTREME CRUELTY.—In 
making a determination under subparagraph 
(A)(ix), the phrase ‘battery or extreme cru-
elty’ includes— 

‘‘(aa) any act or threatened act of violence, 
including any forceful detention, which re-
sults or threatens to result in physical or 
mental injury; 

‘‘(bb) psychological or sexual abuse or ex-
ploitation, including rape, molestation, in-
cest, or forced prostitution, shall be consid-
ered acts of violence; and 

‘‘(cc) other abusive acts, including acts 
that, in and of themselves, may not initially 
appear violent, but that are a part of an 
overall pattern of violence. 

‘‘(IV) EXCEPTION FOR VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE.—An alien who was convicted of an 
offense described in clause (viii) or (ix) of 
subparagraph (A) is not ineligible for asylum 
on that basis if the alien satisfies the cri-
teria under section 237(a)(7)(A). 

‘‘(C) SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES.—Paragraph 
(1) shall not apply to an alien whose claim is 
based on— 

‘‘(i) personal animus or retribution, includ-
ing personal animus in which the alleged 
persecutor has not targeted, or manifested 
an animus against, other members of an al-
leged particular social group in addition to 
the member who has raised the claim at 
issue; 

‘‘(ii) the applicant’s generalized dis-
approval of, disagreement with, or opposi-
tion to criminal, terrorist, gang, guerilla, or 
other non-state organizations absent expres-
sive behavior in furtherance of a discrete 
cause against such organizations related to 
control of a State or expressive behavior 
that is antithetical to the State or a legal 
unit of the State; 

‘‘(iii) the applicant’s resistance to recruit-
ment or coercion by guerrilla, criminal, 
gang, terrorist, or other non-state organiza-
tions; 

‘‘(iv) the targeting of the applicant for 
criminal activity for financial gain based on 
wealth or affluence or perceptions of wealth 
or affluence; 

‘‘(v) the applicant’s criminal activity; or 
‘‘(vi) the applicant’s perceived, past or 

present, gang affiliation. 

‘‘(D) DEFINITIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 

paragraph: 
‘‘(I) FELONY.—The term ‘felony’ means— 
‘‘(aa) any crime defined as a felony by the 

relevant jurisdiction (Federal, State, tribal, 
or local) of conviction; or 

‘‘(bb) any crime punishable by more than 
one year of imprisonment. 

‘‘(II) MISDEMEANOR.—The term ‘mis-
demeanor’ means— 

‘‘(aa) any crime defined as a misdemeanor 
by the relevant jurisdiction (Federal, State, 
tribal, or local) of conviction; or 

‘‘(bb) any crime not punishable by more 
than one year of imprisonment. 

‘‘(ii) CLARIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(I) CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of this 

paragraph, whether any activity or convic-
tion also may constitute a basis for removal 
is immaterial to a determination of asylum 
eligibility. 

‘‘(II) ATTEMPT, CONSPIRACY, OR SOLICITA-
TION.—For purposes of this paragraph, all 
references to a criminal offense or criminal 
conviction shall be deemed to include any 
attempt, conspiracy, or solicitation to com-
mit the offense or any other inchoate form of 
the offense. 

‘‘(III) EFFECT OF CERTAIN ORDERS.— 
‘‘(aa) IN GENERAL.—No order vacating a 

conviction, modifying a sentence, clarifying 
a sentence, or otherwise altering a convic-
tion or sentence shall have any effect under 
this paragraph unless the Attorney General 
or Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(AA) the court issuing the order had juris-
diction and authority to do so; and 

‘‘(BB) the order was not entered for reha-
bilitative purposes or for purposes of amelio-
rating the immigration consequences of the 
conviction or sentence. 

‘‘(bb) AMELIORATING IMMIGRATION CON-
SEQUENCES.—For purposes of item (aa)(BB), 
the order shall be presumed to be for the pur-
pose of ameliorating immigration con-
sequences if— 

‘‘(AA) the order was entered after the initi-
ation of any proceeding to remove the alien 
from the United States; or 

‘‘(BB) the alien moved for the order more 
than one year after the date of the original 
order of conviction or sentencing, whichever 
is later. 

‘‘(cc) AUTHORITY OF IMMIGRATION JUDGE.— 
An immigration judge is not limited to con-
sideration only of material included in any 
order vacating a conviction, modifying a 
sentence, or clarifying a sentence to deter-
mine whether such order should be given any 
effect under this paragraph, but may con-
sider such additional information as the im-
migration judge determines appropriate. 

‘‘(E) ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the Attorney 
General may by regulation establish addi-
tional limitations and conditions, consistent 
with this section, under which an alien shall 
be ineligible for asylum under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(F) NO JUDICIAL REVIEW.—There shall be 
no judicial review of a determination of the 
Secretary of Homeland Security or the At-
torney General under subparagraph 
(A)(xiii).’’. 
SEC. 105. EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION. 

Paragraph (2) of section 208(d) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORIZATION PERMITTED.—An appli-

cant for asylum is not entitled to employ-
ment authorization, but such authorization 
may be provided under regulation by the 
Secretary of Homeland Security. An appli-
cant who is not otherwise eligible for em-
ployment authorization shall not be granted 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:44 Sep 30, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00061 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29SE6.032 S29SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4860 September 29, 2023 
such authorization prior to the date that is 
180 days after the date of filing of the appli-
cation for asylum. 

‘‘(B) TERMINATION.—Each grant of employ-
ment authorization under subparagraph (A), 
and any renewal or extension thereof, shall 
be valid for a period of 6 months, except that 
such authorization, renewal, or extension 
shall terminate prior to the end of such 6 
month period as follows: 

‘‘(i) Immediately following the denial of an 
asylum application by an asylum officer, un-
less the case is referred to an immigration 
judge. 

‘‘(ii) 30 days after the date on which an im-
migration judge denies an asylum applica-
tion, unless the alien timely appeals to the 
Board of Immigration Appeals. 

‘‘(iii) Immediately following the denial by 
the Board of Immigration Appeals of an ap-
peal of a denial of an asylum application. 

‘‘(C) RENEWAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security may not grant, renew, or ex-
tend employment authorization to an alien if 
the alien was previously granted employ-
ment authorization under subparagraph (A), 
and the employment authorization was ter-
minated pursuant to a circumstance de-
scribed in subparagraph (B)(i), (ii), or (iii), 
unless a Federal court of appeals remands 
the alien’s case to the Board of Immigration 
Appeals. 

‘‘(D) INELIGIBILITY.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security may not grant employ-
ment authorization to an alien under this 
paragraph if the alien— 

‘‘(i) is ineligible for asylum under sub-
section (b)(2)(A); or 

‘‘(ii) entered or attempted to enter the 
United States at a place and time other than 
lawfully through a United States port of 
entry.’’. 
SEC. 106. ASYLUM FEES. 

Paragraph (3) of section 208(d) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) FEES.— 
‘‘(A) APPLICATION FEE.—A fee of not less 

than $50 for each application for asylum 
shall be imposed. Such fee shall not exceed 
the cost of adjudicating the application. 
Such fee shall not apply to an unaccom-
panied alien child who files an asylum appli-
cation in proceedings under section 240. 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION.—A fee 
may also be imposed for the consideration of 
an application for employment authorization 
under this section and for adjustment of sta-
tus under section 209(b). Such a fee shall not 
exceed the cost of adjudicating the applica-
tion. 

‘‘(C) PAYMENT.—Fees under this paragraph 
may be assessed and paid over a period of 
time or by installments. 

‘‘(D) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to limit 
the authority of the Attorney General or 
Secretary of Homeland Security to set adju-
dication and naturalization fees in accord-
ance with section 286(m).’’. 
SEC. 107. RULES FOR DETERMINING ASYLUM ELI-

GIBILITY. 
Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) RULES FOR DETERMINING ASYLUM ELIGI-
BILITY.—In making a determination under 
subsection (b)(1)(A) with respect to whether 
an alien is a refugee within the meaning of 
section 101(a)(42)(A), the following shall 
apply: 

‘‘(1) PARTICULAR SOCIAL GROUP.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the Attorney 
General shall not determine that an alien is 
a member of a particular social group unless 
the alien articulates on the record, or pro-
vides a basis on the record for determining, 

the definition and boundaries of the alleged 
particular social group, establishes that the 
particular social group exists independently 
from the alleged persecution, and establishes 
that the alien’s claim of membership in a 
particular social group does not involve— 

‘‘(A) past or present criminal activity or 
association (including gang membership); 

‘‘(B) presence in a country with generalized 
violence or a high crime rate; 

‘‘(C) being the subject of a recruitment ef-
fort by criminal, terrorist, or persecutory 
groups; 

‘‘(D) the targeting of the applicant for 
criminal activity for financial gain based on 
perceptions of wealth or affluence; 

‘‘(E) interpersonal disputes of which gov-
ernmental authorities in the relevant soci-
ety or region were unaware or uninvolved; 

‘‘(F) private criminal acts of which govern-
mental authorities in the relevant society or 
region were unaware or uninvolved; 

‘‘(G) past or present terrorist activity or 
association; 

‘‘(H) past or present persecutory activity 
or association; or 

‘‘(I) status as an alien returning from the 
United States. 

‘‘(2) POLITICAL OPINION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
may not determine that an alien holds a po-
litical opinion with respect to which the 
alien is subject to persecution if the political 
opinion is constituted solely by generalized 
disapproval of, disagreement with, or opposi-
tion to criminal, terrorist, gang, guerilla, or 
other non-state organizations and does not 
include expressive behavior in furtherance of 
a cause against such organizations related to 
efforts by the State to control such organiza-
tions or behavior that is antithetical to or 
otherwise opposes the ruling legal entity of 
the State or a unit thereof. 

‘‘(3) PERSECUTION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
may not determine that an alien has been 
subject to persecution or has a well-founded 
fear of persecution based only on— 

‘‘(A) the existence of laws or government 
policies that are unenforced or infrequently 
enforced, unless there is credible evidence 
that such a law or policy has been or would 
be applied to the applicant personally; or 

‘‘(B) the conduct of rogue foreign govern-
ment officials acting outside the scope of 
their official capacity. 

‘‘(4) DISCRETIONARY DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(A) ADVERSE DISCRETIONARY FACTORS.— 

The Secretary of Homeland Security or the 
Attorney General may only grant asylum to 
an alien if the alien establishes that he or 
she warrants a favorable exercise of discre-
tion. In making such a determination, the 
Attorney General or Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall consider, if applicable, an 
alien’s use of fraudulent documents to enter 
the United States, unless the alien arrived in 
the United States by air, sea, or land di-
rectly from the applicant’s home country 
without transiting through any other coun-
try. 

‘‘(B) FAVORABLE EXERCISE OF DISCRETION 
NOT PERMITTED.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (C), the Attorney General or Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall not favor-
ably exercise discretion under this section 
for any alien who— 

‘‘(i) has accrued more than one year of un-
lawful presence in the United States, as de-
fined in sections 212(a)(9)(B)(ii) and (iii), 
prior to filing an application for asylum; 

‘‘(ii) at the time the asylum application is 
filed with the immigration court or is re-
ferred from the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, has— 

‘‘(I) failed to timely file (or timely file a 
request for an extension of time to file) any 

required Federal, State, or local income tax 
returns; 

‘‘(II) failed to satisfy any outstanding Fed-
eral, State, or local tax obligations; or 

‘‘(III) income that would result in tax li-
ability under section 1 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and that was not reported 
to the Internal Revenue Service; 

‘‘(iii) has had two or more prior asylum ap-
plications denied for any reason; 

‘‘(iv) has withdrawn a prior asylum appli-
cation with prejudice or been found to have 
abandoned a prior asylum application; 

‘‘(v) failed to attend an interview regarding 
his or her asylum application with the De-
partment of Homeland Security, unless the 
alien shows by a preponderance of the evi-
dence that— 

‘‘(I) exceptional circumstances prevented 
the alien from attending the interview; or 

‘‘(II) the interview notice was not mailed 
to the last address provided by the alien or 
the alien’s representative and neither the 
alien nor the alien’s representative received 
notice of the interview; or 

‘‘(vi) was subject to a final order of re-
moval, deportation, or exclusion and did not 
file a motion to reopen to seek asylum based 
on changed country conditions within one 
year of the change in country conditions. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTIONS.—If one or more of the ad-
verse discretionary factors set forth in sub-
paragraph (B) are present, the Attorney Gen-
eral or the Secretary, may, notwithstanding 
such subparagraph (B), favorably exercise 
discretion under section 208— 

‘‘(i) in extraordinary circumstances, such 
as those involving national security or for-
eign policy considerations; or 

‘‘(ii) if the alien, by clear and convincing 
evidence, demonstrates that the denial of the 
application for asylum would result in excep-
tional and extremely unusual hardship to 
the alien. 

‘‘(5) LIMITATION.—If the Secretary or the 
Attorney General determines that an alien 
fails to satisfy the requirement under para-
graph (1), the alien may not be granted asy-
lum based on membership in a particular so-
cial group, and may not appeal the deter-
mination of the Secretary or Attorney Gen-
eral, as applicable. A determination under 
this paragraph shall not serve as the basis 
for any motion to reopen or reconsider an 
application for asylum or withholding of re-
moval for any reason, including a claim of 
ineffective assistance of counsel, unless the 
alien complies with the procedural require-
ments for such a motion and demonstrates 
that counsel’s failure to define, or provide a 
basis for defining, a formulation of a par-
ticular social group was both not a strategic 
choice and constituted egregious conduct. 

‘‘(6) STEREOTYPES.—Evidence offered in 
support of an application for asylum that 
promotes cultural stereotypes about a coun-
try, its inhabitants, or an alleged persecutor, 
including stereotypes based on race, religion, 
nationality, or gender, shall not be admis-
sible in adjudicating that application, except 
that evidence that an alleged persecutor 
holds stereotypical views of the applicant 
shall be admissible. 

‘‘(7) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(A) The term ‘membership in a particular 

social group’ means membership in a group 
that is— 

‘‘(i) composed of members who share a 
common immutable characteristic; 

‘‘(ii) defined with particularity; and 
‘‘(iii) socially distinct within the society in 

question. 
‘‘(B) The term ‘political opinion’ means an 

ideal or conviction in support of the further-
ance of a discrete cause related to political 
control of a state or a unit thereof. 
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‘‘(C) The term ‘persecution’ means the in-

fliction of a severe level of harm consti-
tuting an exigent threat by the government 
of a country or by persons or an organization 
that the government was unable or unwilling 
to control. Such term does not include— 

‘‘(i) generalized harm or violence that 
arises out of civil, criminal, or military 
strife in a country; 

‘‘(ii) all treatment that the United States 
regards as unfair, offensive, unjust, unlawful, 
or unconstitutional; 

‘‘(iii) intermittent harassment, including 
brief detentions; 

‘‘(iv) threats with no actual effort to carry 
out the threats, except that particularized 
threats of severe harm of an immediate and 
menacing nature made by an identified enti-
ty may constitute persecution; or 

‘‘(v) non-severe economic harm or property 
damage.’’. 
SEC. 108. FIRM RESETTLEMENT. 

Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158), as amended by this 
title, is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(g) FIRM RESETTLEMENT.—In determining 
whether an alien was firmly resettled in an-
other country prior to arriving in the United 
States under subsection (b)(2)(A)(xiv), the 
following shall apply: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien shall be consid-
ered to have firmly resettled in another 
country if, after the events giving rise to the 
alien’s asylum claim— 

‘‘(A) the alien resided in a country through 
which the alien transited prior to arriving in 
or entering the United States and— 

‘‘(i) received or was eligible for any perma-
nent legal immigration status in that coun-
try; 

‘‘(ii) resided in such a country with any 
non-permanent but indefinitely renewable 
legal immigration status (including asylee, 
refugee, or similar status, but excluding sta-
tus of a tourist); or 

‘‘(iii) resided in such a country and could 
have applied for and obtained an immigra-
tion status described in clause (ii); 

‘‘(B) the alien physically resided volun-
tarily, and without continuing to suffer per-
secution or torture, in any one country for 
one year or more after departing his country 
of nationality or last habitual residence and 
prior to arrival in or entry into the United 
States, except for any time spent in Mexico 
by an alien who is not a native or citizen of 
Mexico solely as a direct result of being re-
turned to Mexico pursuant to section 
235(b)(3) or of being subject to metering; or 

‘‘(C) the alien is a citizen of a country 
other than the country in which the alien al-
leges a fear of persecution, or was a citizen 
of such a country in the case of an alien who 
renounces such citizenship, and the alien was 
present in that country after departing his 
country of nationality or last habitual resi-
dence and prior to arrival in or entry into 
the United States. 

‘‘(2) BURDEN OF PROOF.—If an immigration 
judge determines that an alien has firmly re-
settled in another country under paragraph 
(1), the alien shall bear the burden of proving 
the bar does not apply. 

‘‘(3) FIRM RESETTLEMENT OF PARENT.—An 
alien shall be presumed to have been firmly 
resettled in another country if the alien’s 
parent was firmly resettled in another coun-
try, the parent’s resettlement occurred be-
fore the alien turned 18 years of age, and the 
alien resided with such parent at the time of 
the firm resettlement, unless the alien estab-
lishes that he or she could not have derived 
any permanent legal immigration status or 
any non-permanent but indefinitely renew-
able legal immigration status (including asy-
lum, refugee, or similar status, but excluding 
status of a tourist) from the alien’s parent.’’. 

SEC. 109. NOTICE CONCERNING FRIVOLOUS ASY-
LUM APPLICATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 208(d)(4) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158(d)(4)) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by inserting ‘‘the Secretary of Homeland 
Security or’’ before ‘‘the Attorney General’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and of 
the consequences, under paragraph (6), of 
knowingly filing a frivolous application for 
asylum; and’’ and inserting a semicolon; 

(3) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) ensure that a written warning appears 

on the asylum application advising the alien 
of the consequences of filing a frivolous ap-
plication and serving as notice to the alien 
of the consequence of filing a frivolous appli-
cation.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
208(d)(6) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)(6)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘If the’’ and all that follows and insert-
ing: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
determines that an alien has knowingly 
made a frivolous application for asylum and 
the alien has received the notice under para-
graph (4)(C), the alien shall be permanently 
ineligible for any benefits under this chap-
ter, effective as the date of the final deter-
mination of such an application. 

‘‘(B) CRITERIA.—An application is frivolous 
if the Secretary of Homeland Security or the 
Attorney General determines, consistent 
with subparagraph (C), that— 

‘‘(i) it is so insufficient in substance that it 
is clear that the applicant knowingly filed 
the application solely or in part to delay re-
moval from the United States, to seek em-
ployment authorization as an applicant for 
asylum pursuant to regulations issued pursu-
ant to paragraph (2), or to seek issuance of a 
Notice to Appear in order to pursue Can-
cellation of Removal under section 240A(b); 
or 

‘‘(ii) any of the material elements are 
knowingly fabricated. 

‘‘(C) SUFFICIENT OPPORTUNITY TO CLARIFY.— 
In determining that an application is frivo-
lous, the Secretary or the Attorney General, 
must be satisfied that the applicant, during 
the course of the proceedings, has had suffi-
cient opportunity to clarify any discrep-
ancies or implausible aspects of the claim. 

‘‘(D) WITHHOLDING OF REMOVAL NOT PRE-
CLUDED.—For purposes of this section, a find-
ing that an alien filed a frivolous asylum ap-
plication shall not preclude the alien from 
seeking withholding of removal under sec-
tion 241(b)(3) or protection pursuant to the 
Convention Against Torture.’’. 
SEC. 110. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS. 

Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)(D), by inserting ‘‘Sec-

retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Attorney 

General’’ each place such term appears and 
inserting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’ each place such term 
appears; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Attor-

ney General’’ and inserting ‘‘Secretary of 
Homeland Security’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’. 
SEC. 111. REQUIREMENT FOR PROCEDURES RE-

LATING TO CERTAIN ASYLUM APPLI-
CATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Attorney General shall establish proce-
dures to expedite the adjudication of asylum 
applications for aliens— 

(1) who are subject to removal proceedings 
under section 240 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1229a); and 

(2) who are nationals of a Western Hemi-
sphere country sanctioned by the United 
States, as described in subsection (b), as of 
January 1, 2023. 

(b) WESTERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRY SANC-
TIONED BY THE UNITED STATES DESCRIBED.— 
Subsection (a) shall apply only to an asylum 
application filed by an alien who is a na-
tional of a Western Hemisphere country sub-
ject to sanctions pursuant to— 

(1) the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Soli-
darity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (22 U.S.C. 
6021 note); 

(2) the Reinforcing Nicaragua’s Adherence 
to Conditions for Electoral Reform Act of 
2021 or the RENACER Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note); or 

(3) Executive Order 13692 (80 Fed. Reg. 
12747; declaring a national emergency with 
respect to the situation in Venezuela). 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall only 
apply to an alien who files an application for 
asylum after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 
TITLE II—BORDER SAFETY AND MIGRANT 

PROTECTION 
SEC. 201. INSPECTION OF APPLICANTS FOR AD-

MISSION. 
Section 235 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1225) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in clauses (i) and (ii), by striking ‘‘sec-

tion 212(a)(6)(C)’’ inserting ‘‘subparagraph 
(A) or (C) of section 212(a)(6)’’; and 

(II) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) INELIGIBILITY FOR PAROLE.—An alien 

described in clause (i) or (ii) shall not be eli-
gible for parole except as expressly author-
ized pursuant to section 212(d)(5), or for pa-
role or release pursuant to section 236(a).’’; 
and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘asylum.’’ and 

inserting ‘‘asylum and shall not be released 
(including pursuant to parole or release pur-
suant to section 236(a) but excluding as ex-
pressly authorized pursuant to section 
212(d)(5)) other than to be removed or re-
turned to a country as described in para-
graph (3).’’; and 

(II) in clause (iii)(IV)— 
(aa) in the header by striking ‘‘DETENTION’’ 

and inserting ‘‘DETENTION, RETURN, OR RE-
MOVAL’’; and 

(bb) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The alien shall not be released (including 
pursuant to parole or release pursuant to 
section 236(a) but excluding as expressly au-
thorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) other 
than to be removed or returned to a country 
as described in paragraph (3).’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
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(I) by striking ‘‘Subject to subparagraphs 

(B) and (C),’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to sub-
paragraph (B) and paragraph (3),’’; and 

(II) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The alien shall not be released (including 
pursuant to parole or release pursuant to 
section 236(a) but excluding as expressly au-
thorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) other 
than to be removed or returned to a country 
as described in paragraph (3).’’; and 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (C); 
(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (5); and 
(D) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(3) RETURN TO FOREIGN TERRITORY CONTIG-

UOUS TO THE UNITED STATES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security may return to a foreign terri-
tory contiguous to the United States any 
alien arriving on land from that territory 
(whether or not at a designated port of 
entry) pending a proceeding under section 
240 or review of a determination under sub-
section (b)(1)(B)(iii)(III). 

‘‘(B) MANDATORY RETURN.—If at any time 
the Secretary of Homeland Security can-
not— 

‘‘(i) comply with its obligations to detain 
an alien as required under clauses (ii) and 
(iii)(IV) of subsection (b)(1)(B) and sub-
section (b)(2)(A); or 

‘‘(ii) remove an alien to a country de-
scribed in section 208(a)(2)(A), 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall, 
without exception, including pursuant to pa-
role or release pursuant to section 236(a) but 
excluding as expressly authorized pursuant 
to section 212(d)(5), return to a foreign terri-
tory contiguous to the United States any 
alien arriving on land from that territory 
(whether or not at a designated port of 
entry) pending a proceeding under section 
240 or review of a determination under sub-
section (b)(1)(B)(iii)(III). 

‘‘(4) ENFORCEMENT BY STATE ATTORNEYS 
GENERAL.—The attorney general of a State, 
or other authorized State officer, alleging a 
violation of the detention, return, or re-
moval requirements under paragraph (1), (2), 
or (3) that affects such State or its residents, 
may bring an action against the Secretary of 
Homeland Security on behalf of the residents 
of the State in an appropriate United States 
district court to obtain appropriate injunc-
tive relief.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) AUTHORITY TO PROHIBIT INTRODUCTION 

OF CERTAIN ALIENS.—If the Secretary of 
Homeland Security determines, in his discre-
tion, that the prohibition of the introduction 
of aliens who are inadmissible under sub-
paragraph (A) or (C) of section 212(a)(6) or 
under section 212(a)(7) at an international 
land or maritime border of the United States 
is necessary to achieve operational control 
(as defined in section 2 of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (8 U.S.C. 1701 note)) of such bor-
der, the Secretary may prohibit, in whole or 
in part, the introduction of such aliens at 
such border for such period of time as the 
Secretary determines is necessary for such 
purpose.’’. 
SEC. 202. OPERATIONAL DETENTION FACILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 
30, 2023, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall take all necessary actions to reopen or 
restore all U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement detention facilities that were 
in operation on January 20, 2021, that subse-
quently closed or with respect to which the 
use was altered, reduced, or discontinued 
after January 20, 2021. In carrying out the re-
quirement under this subsection, the Sec-
retary may use the authority under section 
103(a)(11) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1103(a)(11)). 

(b) SPECIFIC FACILITIES.—The requirement 
under subsection (a) shall include at a min-
imum, reopening, or restoring, the following 
facilities: 

(1) Irwin County Detention Center in Geor-
gia. 

(2) C. Carlos Carreiro Immigration Deten-
tion Center in Bristol County, Massachu-
setts. 

(3) Etowah County Detention Center in 
Gadsden, Alabama. 

(4) Glades County Detention Center in 
Moore Haven, Florida. 

(5) South Texas Family Residential Center. 
(c) EXCEPTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraphs (2) and (3), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security is authorized to obtain 
equivalent capacity for detention facilities 
at locations other than those listed in sub-
section (b). 

(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not 
take action under paragraph (1) unless the 
capacity obtained would result in a reduc-
tion of time and cost relative to the cost and 
time otherwise required to obtain such ca-
pacity. 

(3) SOUTH TEXAS FAMILY RESIDENTIAL CEN-
TER.—The exception under paragraph (1) 
shall not apply to the South Texas Family 
Residential Center. The Secretary shall take 
all necessary steps to modify and operate the 
South Texas Family Residential Center in 
the same manner and capability it was oper-
ating on January 20, 2021. 

(d) PERIODIC REPORT.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and every 90 days thereafter until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a detailed plan for 
and a status report on— 

(1) compliance with the deadline under 
subsection (a); 

(2) the increase in detention capabilities 
required by this section— 

(A) for the 90-day period immediately pre-
ceding the date such report is submitted; and 

(B) for the period beginning on the first 
day of the fiscal year during which the re-
port is submitted, and ending on the date 
such report is submitted; 

(3) the number of detention beds that were 
used and the number of available detention 
beds that were not used during— 

(A) the 90-day period immediately pre-
ceding the date such report is submitted; and 

(B) the period beginning on the first day of 
the fiscal year during which the report is 
submitted, and ending on the date such re-
port is submitted; 

(4) the number of aliens released due to a 
lack of available detention beds; and 

(5) the resources the Department of Home-
land Security needs in order to comply with 
the requirements under this section. 

(e) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall notify Congress, and in-
clude with such notification a detailed de-
scription of the resources the Department of 
Homeland Security needs in order to detain 
all aliens whose detention is mandatory or 
nondiscretionary under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.)— 

(1) not later than 5 days after all U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement deten-
tion facilities reach 90 percent of capacity; 

(2) not later than 5 days after all U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement deten-
tion facilities reach 95 percent of capacity; 
and 

(3) not later than 5 days after all U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement deten-
tion facilities reach full capacity. 

(f) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives; 

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; 

(3) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; and 

(4) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate. 

TITLE III—PREVENTING UNCONTROLLED 
MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 

SEC. 301. UNITED STATES POLICY REGARDING 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE COOPERA-
TION ON IMMIGRATION AND ASY-
LUM. 

It is the policy of the United States to 
enter into agreements, accords, and memo-
randa of understanding with countries in the 
Western Hemisphere, the purposes of which 
are to advance the interests of the United 
States by reducing costs associated with ille-
gal immigration and to protect the human 
capital, societal traditions, and economic 
growth of other countries in the Western 
Hemisphere. It is further the policy of the 
United States to ensure that humanitarian 
and development assistance funding aimed 
at reducing illegal immigration is not ex-
pended on programs that have not proven to 
reduce illegal immigrant flows in the aggre-
gate. 

SEC. 302. NEGOTIATIONS BY SECRETARY OF 
STATE. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE.—The 
Secretary of State shall seek to negotiate 
agreements, accords, and memoranda of un-
derstanding between the United States, Mex-
ico, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
other countries in the Western Hemisphere 
with respect to cooperation and burden shar-
ing required for effective regional immigra-
tion enforcement, expediting legal claims by 
aliens for asylum, and the processing, deten-
tion, and repatriation of foreign nationals 
seeking to enter the United States unlaw-
fully. Such agreements shall be designed to 
facilitate a regional approach to immigra-
tion enforcement and shall, at a minimum, 
provide that— 

(1) the Government of Mexico authorize 
and accept the rapid entrance into Mexico of 
nationals of countries other than Mexico 
who seek asylum in Mexico, and process the 
asylum claims of such nationals inside Mex-
ico, in accordance with both domestic law 
and international treaties and conventions 
governing the processing of asylum claims; 

(2) the Government of Mexico authorize 
and accept both the rapid entrance into Mex-
ico of all nationals of countries other than 
Mexico who are ineligible for asylum in Mex-
ico and wish to apply for asylum in the 
United States, whether or not at a port of 
entry, and the continued presence of such 
nationals in Mexico while they wait for the 
adjudication of their asylum claims to con-
clude in the United States; 

(3) the Government of Mexico commit to 
provide the individuals described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) with appropriate humani-
tarian protections; 

(4) the Government of Honduras, the Gov-
ernment of El Salvador, and the Government 
of Guatemala each authorize and accept the 
entrance into the respective countries of na-
tionals of other countries seeking asylum in 
the applicable such country and process such 
claims in accordance with applicable domes-
tic law and international treaties and con-
ventions governing the processing of asylum 
claims; 

(5) the Government of the United States 
commit to work to accelerate the adjudica-
tion of asylum claims and to conclude re-
moval proceedings in the wake of asylum ad-
judications as expeditiously as possible; 
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(6) the Government of the United States 

commit to continue to assist the govern-
ments of countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere, such as the Government of Honduras, 
the Government of El Salvador, and the Gov-
ernment of Guatemala, by supporting the en-
hancement of asylum capacity in those coun-
tries; and 

(7) the Government of the United States 
commit to monitoring developments in hem-
ispheric immigration trends and regional 
asylum capabilities to determine whether 
additional asylum cooperation agreements 
are warranted. 

(b) NOTIFICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CASE-ZABLOCKI ACT.—The Secretary of State 
shall, in accordance with section 112b of title 
1, United States Code, promptly inform the 
relevant congressional committees of each 
agreement entered into pursuant to sub-
section (a). Such notifications shall be sub-
mitted not later than 48 hours after such 
agreements are signed. 

(c) ALIEN DEFINED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘alien’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 101 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 
SEC. 303. MANDATORY BRIEFINGS ON UNITED 

STATES EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THE 
BORDER CRISIS. 

(a) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and not less frequently than once every 
90 days thereafter until the date described in 
subsection (b), the Secretary of State, or the 
designee of the Secretary of State, shall pro-
vide to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees an in-person briefing on efforts un-
dertaken pursuant to the negotiation au-
thority provided by section 302 of this title 
to monitor, deter, and prevent illegal immi-
gration to the United States, including by 
entering into agreements, accords, and 
memoranda of understanding with foreign 
countries and by using United States foreign 
assistance to stem the root causes of migra-
tion in the Western Hemisphere. 

(b) TERMINATION OF MANDATORY BRIEF-
ING.—The date described in this subsection is 
the date on which the Secretary of State, in 
consultation with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies, de-
termines and certifies to the appropriate 
congressional committees that illegal immi-
gration flows have subsided to a manageable 
rate. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 

TITLE IV—ENSURING UNITED FAMILIES 
AT THE BORDER 

SEC. 401. CLARIFICATION OF STANDARDS FOR 
FAMILY DETENTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 235 of the Wil-
liam Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 
1232) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(j) CONSTRUCTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, judicial determina-
tion, consent decree, or settlement agree-
ment, the detention of any alien child who is 
not an unaccompanied alien child shall be 
governed by sections 217, 235, 236, and 241 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1187, 1225, 1226, and 1231). There is no 
presumption that an alien child who is not 
an unaccompanied alien child should not be 
detained. 

‘‘(2) FAMILY DETENTION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall— 

‘‘(A) maintain the care and custody of an 
alien, during the period during which the 

charges described in clause (i) are pending, 
who— 

‘‘(i) is charged only with a misdemeanor of-
fense under section 275(a) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1325(a)); and 

‘‘(ii) entered the United States with the 
alien’s child who has not attained 18 years of 
age; and 

‘‘(B) detain the alien with the alien’s 
child.’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the amendments in this sec-
tion to section 235 of the William Wilberforce 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1232) are intended to 
satisfy the requirements of the Settlement 
Agreement in Flores v. Meese, No. 85–4544 
(C.D. Cal), as approved by the court on Janu-
ary 28, 1997, with respect to its interpreta-
tion in Flores v. Johnson, 212 F. Supp. 3d 864 
(C.D. Cal. 2015), that the agreement applies 
to accompanied minors. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
the date of the enactment of this Act and 
shall apply to all actions that occur before, 
on, or after such date. 

(d) PREEMPTION OF STATE LICENSING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, judicial determination, con-
sent decree, or settlement agreement, no 
State may require that an immigration de-
tention facility used to detain children who 
have not attained 18 years of age, or families 
consisting of one or more of such children 
and the parents or legal guardians of such 
children, that is located in that State, be li-
censed by the State or any political subdivi-
sion thereof. 

TITLE V—PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 
SEC. 501. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Implementation of the provisions of the 

Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008 that govern unaccompanied 
alien children has incentivized multiple 
surges of unaccompanied alien children ar-
riving at the southwest border in the years 
since the bill’s enactment. 

(2) The provisions of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 
that govern unaccompanied alien children 
treat unaccompanied alien children from 
countries that are contiguous to the United 
States disparately by swiftly returning them 
to their home country absent indications of 
trafficking or a credible fear of return, but 
allowing for the release of unaccompanied 
alien children from noncontiguous countries 
into the interior of the United States, often 
to those individuals who paid to smuggle 
them into the country in the first place. 

(3) The provisions of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 
governing unaccompanied alien children 
have enriched the cartels, who profit hun-
dreds of millions of dollars each year by 
smuggling unaccompanied alien children to 
the southwest border, exploiting and sexu-
ally abusing many such unaccompanied alien 
children on the perilous journey. 

(4) Prior to 2008, the number of unaccom-
panied alien children encountered at the 
southwest border never exceeded 1,000 in a 
single year. 

(5) The United States is currently in the 
midst of the worst crisis of unaccompanied 
alien children in our nation’s history, with 
over 350,000 such unaccompanied alien chil-
dren encountered at the southwest border 
since Joe Biden became President. 

(6) In 2022, during the Biden Administra-
tion, 152,057 unaccompanied alien children 
were encountered, the most ever in a single 
year and an over 400 percent increase com-
pared to the last full fiscal year of the 
Trump Administration in which 33,239 unac-
companied alien children were encountered. 

(7) The Biden Administration has lost con-
tact with at least 85,000 unaccompanied alien 
children who entered the United States since 
Joe Biden took office. 

(8) The Biden Administration dismantled 
effective safeguards put in place by the 
Trump Administration that protected unac-
companied alien children from being abused 
by criminals or exploited for illegal and dan-
gerous child labor. 

(9) A recent New York Times investigation 
found that unaccompanied alien children are 
being exploited in the labor market and ‘‘are 
ending up in some of the most punishing jobs 
in the country.’’. 

(10) The Times investigation found unac-
companied alien children, ‘‘under intense 
pressure to earn money’’ in order to ‘‘send 
cash back to their families while often being 
in debt to their sponsors for smuggling fees, 
rent, and living expenses,’’ feared ‘‘that they 
had become trapped in circumstances they 
never could have imagined.’’. 

(11) The Biden Administration’s Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Xavier Becerra compared placing un-
accompanied alien children with sponsors, to 
widgets in an assembly line, stating that, ‘‘If 
Henry Ford had seen this in his plant, he 
would have never become famous and rich. 
This is not the way you do an assembly 
line.’’. 

(12) Department of Health and Human 
Services employees working under Secretary 
Xavier Becerra’s leadership penned a July 
2021 memorandum expressing serious concern 
that ‘‘labor trafficking was increasing’’ and 
that the agency had become ‘‘one that re-
wards individuals for making quick releases, 
and not one that rewards individuals for pre-
venting unsafe releases.’’. 

(13) Despite this, Secretary Xavier Becerra 
pressured then-Director of the Office of Ref-
ugee Resettlement Cindy Huang to prioritize 
releases of unaccompanied alien children 
over ensuring their safety, telling her ‘‘if she 
could not increase the number of discharges 
he would find someone who could’’ and then- 
Director Huang resigned one month later. 

(14) In June 2014, the Obama-Biden Admin-
istration requested legal authority to exer-
cise discretion in returning and removing 
unaccompanied alien children from non-con-
tiguous countries back to their home coun-
tries. 

(15) In August 2014, the House of Represent-
atives passed H.R. 5320, which included the 
Protection of Children Act. 

(16) This title ends the disparate policies of 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Reau-
thorization Act of 2008 by ensuring the swift 
return of all unaccompanied alien children 
to their country of origin if they are not vic-
tims of trafficking and do not have a fear of 
return. 
SEC. 502. REPATRIATION OF UNACCOMPANIED 

ALIEN CHILDREN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 235 of the Wil-
liam Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 
1232) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by amending the heading to read as fol-

lows: ‘‘RULES FOR UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHIL-
DREN.—’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘who is a national or habitual resi-
dent of a country that is contiguous with the 
United States’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(III) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a period; and 

(IV) by striking clause (iii); and 
(iii) in subparagraph (B)— 
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(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘(8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) may—’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.)—’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by inserting before ‘‘per-
mit such child to withdraw’’ the following: 
‘‘may’’; and 

(III) in clause (ii), by inserting before ‘‘re-
turn such child’’ the following: ‘‘shall’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)(D)— 
(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘, except for an unaccompanied 
alien child from a contiguous country sub-
ject to exceptions under subsection (a)(2),’’ 
and inserting ‘‘who does not meet the cri-
teria listed in paragraph (2)(A)’’; and 

(ii) in clause (i), by inserting before the 
semicolon at the end the following: ‘‘, which 
shall include a hearing before an immigra-
tion judge not later than 14 days after being 
screened under paragraph (4)’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting before 

the semicolon the following: ‘‘believed not to 
meet the criteria listed in subsection 
(a)(2)(A)’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting before 
the period the following: ‘‘and does not meet 
the criteria listed in subsection (a)(2)(A)’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘an unac-
companied alien child in custody shall’’ and 
all that follows, and inserting the following: 
‘‘an unaccompanied alien child in custody— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a child who does not 
meet the criteria listed in subsection 
(a)(2)(A), shall transfer the custody of such 
child to the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services not later than 30 days after deter-
mining that such child is an unaccompanied 
alien child who does not meet such criteria; 
or 

‘‘(B) in the case of a child who meets the 
criteria listed in subsection (a)(2)(A), may 
transfer the custody of such child to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services after 
determining that such child is an unaccom-
panied alien child who meets such criteria.’’; 
and 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by inserting at the 

end the following: 
‘‘(D) INFORMATION ABOUT INDIVIDUALS WITH 

WHOM CHILDREN ARE PLACED.— 
‘‘(i) INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED TO HOME-

LAND SECURITY.—Before placing a child with 
an individual, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall provide to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, regarding the 
individual with whom the child will be 
placed, information on— 

‘‘(I) the name of the individual; 
‘‘(II) the social security number of the in-

dividual; 
‘‘(III) the date of birth of the individual; 
‘‘(IV) the location of the individual’s resi-

dence where the child will be placed; 
‘‘(V) the immigration status of the indi-

vidual, if known; and 
‘‘(VI) contact information for the indi-

vidual. 
‘‘(ii) ACTIVITIES OF THE SECRETARY OF 

HOMELAND SECURITY.—Not later than 30 days 
after receiving the information listed in 
clause (i), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, upon determining that an individual 
with whom a child is placed is unlawfully 
present in the United States and not in re-
moval proceedings pursuant to chapter 4 of 
title II of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1221 et seq.), shall initiate such 
removal proceedings.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) by inserting after ‘‘to the greatest ex-

tent practicable’’ the following: ‘‘(at no ex-
pense to the Government)’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘have counsel to represent 
them’’ and inserting ‘‘have access to counsel 
to represent them’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to any un-
accompanied alien child (as such term is de-
fined in section 462(g) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279(g))) apprehended 
on or after the date that is 30 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 503. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT JUVENILE STATUS 

FOR IMMIGRANTS UNABLE TO RE-
UNITE WITH EITHER PARENT. 

Section 101(a)(27)(J) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(J)) 
is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘, and whose 
reunification with 1 or both of the immi-
grant’s parents is not viable due to abuse, 
neglect, abandonment, or a similar basis 
found under State law’’; and 

(2) in clause (iii)— 
(A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in subclause (II), by inserting ‘‘and’’ 

after the semicolon; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(III) an alien may not be granted special 

immigrant status under this subparagraph if 
the alien’s reunification with any one parent 
or legal guardian is not precluded by abuse, 
neglect, abandonment, or any similar cause 
under State law;’’. 
SEC. 504. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this title shall be construed to 
limit the following procedures or practices 
relating to an unaccompanied alien child (as 
defined in section 462(g)(2) of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279(g)(2))): 

(1) Screening of such a child for a credible 
fear of return to his or her country of origin. 

(2) Screening of such a child to determine 
whether he or she was a victim of traf-
ficking. 

(3) Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices policy in effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act requiring a home study for 
such a child if he or she is under 12 years of 
age. 

TITLE VI—VISA OVERSTAYS PENALTIES 
SEC. 601. EXPANDED PENALTIES FOR ILLEGAL 

ENTRY OR PRESENCE. 
Section 275 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1325) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a) by inserting after ‘‘for 

a subsequent commission of any such of-
fense’’ the following: ‘‘or if the alien was pre-
viously convicted of an offense under sub-
section (e)(2)(A)’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘at least 

$50 and not more than $250’’ and inserting 
‘‘not less than $500 and not more than 
$1,000’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting after ‘‘in 
the case of an alien who has been previously 
subject to a civil penalty under this sub-
section’’ the following: ‘‘or subsection 
(e)(2)(B)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) VISA OVERSTAYS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien who was admit-

ted as a nonimmigrant has violated this 
paragraph if the alien, for an aggregate of 10 
days or more, has failed— 

‘‘(A) to maintain the nonimmigrant status 
in which the alien was admitted, or to which 
it was changed under section 248, including 
complying with the period of stay authorized 
by the Secretary of Homeland Security in 
connection with such status; or 

‘‘(B) to comply otherwise with the condi-
tions of such nonimmigrant status. 

‘‘(2) PENALTIES.—An alien who has violated 
paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) shall— 
‘‘(i) for the first commission of such a vio-

lation, be fined under title 18, United States 

Code, or imprisoned not more than 6 months, 
or both; and 

‘‘(ii) for a subsequent commission of such a 
violation, or if the alien was previously con-
victed of an offense under subsection (a), be 
fined under such title 18, or imprisoned not 
more than 2 years, or both; and 

‘‘(B) in addition to, and not in lieu of, any 
penalty under subparagraph (A) and any 
other criminal or civil penalties that may be 
imposed, shall be subject to a civil penalty 
of— 

‘‘(i) not less than $500 and not more than 
$1,000 for each violation; or 

‘‘(ii) twice the amount specified in clause 
(i), in the case of an alien who has been pre-
viously subject to a civil penalty under this 
subparagraph or subsection (b).’’. 

TITLE VII—IMMIGRATION PAROLE 
REFORM 

SEC. 701. IMMIGRATION PAROLE REFORM. 
Section 212(d)(5) of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(5)(A) Except as provided in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C) and section 214(f), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in the discre-
tion of the Secretary, may temporarily pa-
role into the United States any alien apply-
ing for admission to the United States who is 
not present in the United States, under such 
conditions as the Secretary may prescribe, 
on a case-by-case basis, and not according to 
eligibility criteria describing an entire class 
of potential parole recipients, for urgent hu-
manitarian reasons or significant public ben-
efit. Parole granted under this subparagraph 
may not be regarded as an admission of the 
alien. When the purposes of such parole have 
been served in the opinion of the Secretary, 
the alien shall immediately return or be re-
turned to the custody from which the alien 
was paroled. After such return, the case of 
the alien shall be dealt with in the same 
manner as the case of any other applicant 
for admission to the United States. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may grant parole to any alien who— 

‘‘(i) is present in the United States without 
lawful immigration status; 

‘‘(ii) is the beneficiary of an approved peti-
tion under section 203(a); 

‘‘(iii) is not otherwise inadmissible or re-
movable; and 

‘‘(iv) is the spouse or child of a member of 
the Armed Forces serving on active duty. 

‘‘(C) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may grant parole to any alien— 

‘‘(i) who is a national of the Republic of 
Cuba and is living in the Republic of Cuba; 

‘‘(ii) who is the beneficiary of an approved 
petition under section 203(a); 

‘‘(iii) for whom an immigrant visa is not 
immediately available; 

‘‘(iv) who meets all eligibility require-
ments for an immigrant visa; 

‘‘(v) who is not otherwise inadmissible; and 
‘‘(vi) who is receiving a grant of parole in 

furtherance of the commitment of the 
United States to the minimum level of an-
nual legal migration of Cuban nationals to 
the United States specified in the U.S.-Cuba 
Joint Communiqué on Migration, done at 
New York September 9, 1994, and reaffirmed 
in the Cuba-United States: Joint Statement 
on Normalization of Migration, Building on 
the Agreement of September 9, 1994, done at 
New York May 2, 1995. 

‘‘(D) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may grant parole to an alien who is returned 
to a contiguous country under section 
235(b)(3) to allow the alien to attend the 
alien’s immigration hearing. The grant of 
parole shall not exceed the time required for 
the alien to be escorted to, and attend, the 
alien’s immigration hearing scheduled on 
the same calendar day as the grant, and to 
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immediately thereafter be escorted back to 
the contiguous country. A grant of parole 
under this subparagraph shall not be consid-
ered for purposes of determining whether the 
alien is inadmissible under this Act. 

‘‘(E) For purposes of determining an alien’s 
eligibility for parole under subparagraph (A), 
an urgent humanitarian reason shall be lim-
ited to circumstances in which the alien es-
tablishes that— 

‘‘(i)(I) the alien has a medical emergency; 
and 

‘‘(II)(aa) the alien cannot obtain necessary 
treatment in the foreign state in which the 
alien is residing; or 

‘‘(bb) the medical emergency is life-threat-
ening and there is insufficient time for the 
alien to be admitted to the United States 
through the normal visa process; 

‘‘(ii) the alien is the parent or legal guard-
ian of an alien described in clause (i) and the 
alien described in clause (i) is a minor; 

‘‘(iii) the alien is needed in the United 
States in order to donate an organ or other 
tissue for transplant and there is insufficient 
time for the alien to be admitted to the 
United States through the normal visa proc-
ess; 

‘‘(iv) the alien has a close family member 
in the United States whose death is immi-
nent and the alien could not arrive in the 
United States in time to see such family 
member alive if the alien were to be admit-
ted to the United States through the normal 
visa process; 

‘‘(v) the alien is seeking to attend the fu-
neral of a close family member and the alien 
could not arrive in the United States in time 
to attend such funeral if the alien were to be 
admitted to the United States through the 
normal visa process; 

‘‘(vi) the alien is an adopted child with an 
urgent medical condition who is in the legal 
custody of the petitioner for a final adop-
tion-related visa and whose medical treat-
ment is required before the expected award 
of a final adoption-related visa; or 

‘‘(vii) the alien is a lawful applicant for ad-
justment of status under section 245 and is 
returning to the United States after tem-
porary travel abroad. 

‘‘(F) For purposes of determining an alien’s 
eligibility for parole under subparagraph (A), 
a significant public benefit may be deter-
mined to result from the parole of an alien 
only if— 

‘‘(i) the alien has assisted (or will assist, 
whether knowingly or not) the United States 
Government in a law enforcement matter; 

‘‘(ii) the alien’s presence is required by the 
Government in furtherance of such law en-
forcement matter; and 

‘‘(iii) the alien is inadmissible, does not 
satisfy the eligibility requirements for ad-
mission as a nonimmigrant, or there is insuf-
ficient time for the alien to be admitted to 
the United States through the normal visa 
process. 

‘‘(G) For purposes of determining an alien’s 
eligibility for parole under subparagraph (A), 
the term ‘case-by-case basis’ means that the 
facts in each individual case are considered 
and parole is not granted based on member-
ship in a defined class of aliens to be granted 
parole. The fact that aliens are considered 
for or granted parole one-by-one and not as 
a group is not sufficient to establish that the 
parole decision is made on a ‘case-by-case 
basis’. 

‘‘(H) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may not use the parole authority under this 
paragraph to parole an alien into the United 
States for any reason or purpose other than 
those described in subparagraphs (B), (C), 
(D), (E), and (F). 

‘‘(I) An alien granted parole may not ac-
cept employment, except that an alien 
granted parole pursuant to subparagraph (B) 

or (C) is authorized to accept employment 
for the duration of the parole, as evidenced 
by an employment authorization document 
issued by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

‘‘(J) Parole granted after a departure from 
the United States shall not be regarded as an 
admission of the alien. An alien granted pa-
role, whether as an initial grant of parole or 
parole upon reentry into the United States, 
is not eligible to adjust status to lawful per-
manent residence or for any other immigra-
tion benefit if the immigration status the 
alien had at the time of departure did not 
authorize the alien to adjust status or to be 
eligible for such benefit. 

‘‘(K)(i) Except as provided in clauses (ii) 
and (iii), parole shall be granted to an alien 
under this paragraph for the shorter of— 

‘‘(I) a period of sufficient length to accom-
plish the activity described in subparagraph 
(D), (E), or (F) for which the alien was grant-
ed parole; or 

‘‘(II) 1 year. 
‘‘(ii) Grants of parole pursuant to subpara-

graph (A) may be extended once, in the dis-
cretion of the Secretary, for an additional 
period that is the shorter of— 

‘‘(I) the period that is necessary to accom-
plish the activity described in subparagraph 
(E) or (F) for which the alien was granted pa-
role; or 

‘‘(II) 1 year. 
‘‘(iii) Aliens who have a pending applica-

tion to adjust status to permanent residence 
under section 245 may request extensions of 
parole under this paragraph, in 1-year incre-
ments, until the application for adjustment 
has been adjudicated. Such parole shall ter-
minate immediately upon the denial of such 
adjustment application. 

‘‘(L) Not later than 90 days after the last 
day of each fiscal year, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall submit to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and make available to the 
public, a report— 

‘‘(i) identifying the total number of aliens 
paroled into the United States under this 
paragraph during the previous fiscal year; 
and 

‘‘(ii) containing information and data re-
garding all aliens paroled during such fiscal 
year, including— 

‘‘(I) the duration of parole; 
‘‘(II) the type of parole; and 
‘‘(III) the current status of the aliens so 

paroled.’’. 
SEC. 702. IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), this title and the amend-
ments made by this title shall take effect on 
the date that is 30 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), each of the following exceptions 
apply: 

(1) Any application for parole or advance 
parole filed by an alien before the date of the 
enactment of this Act shall be adjudicated 
under the law that was in effect on the date 
on which the application was properly filed 
and any approved advance parole shall re-
main valid under the law that was in effect 
on the date on which the advance parole was 
approved. 

(2) Section 212(d)(5)(J) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, as added by section 701 
of this title, shall take effect on the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(3) Aliens who were paroled into the United 
States pursuant to section 212(d)(5)(A) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(d)(5)(A)) before January 1, 2023, shall 
continue to be subject to the terms of parole 
that were in effect on the date on which 
their respective parole was approved. 

SEC. 703. CAUSE OF ACTION. 
Any person, State, or local government 

that experiences financial harm in excess of 
$1,000 due to a failure of the Federal Govern-
ment to lawfully apply the provisions of this 
title or the amendments made by this title 
shall have standing to bring a civil action 
against the Federal Government in an appro-
priate district court of the United States for 
appropriate relief. 
SEC. 704. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this title or any amend-
ment by this title, or the application of such 
provision or amendment to any person or 
circumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remainder of this title and the applica-
tion of such provision or amendment to any 
other person or circumstance shall not be af-
fected. 

SA 1337. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1292 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mrs. MURRAY) to the bill 
H.R. 3935, to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and im-
prove the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘ ‘Continuing 
Appropriations and Border Security En-
hancement Act, 2024’ ’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-
lows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

Sec. 101.
Sec. 102.
Sec. 103.
Sec. 104.
Sec. 105.
Sec. 106.
Sec. 107.
Sec. 108.
Sec. 109.
Sec. 110.
Sec. 111.
Sec. 112.
Sec. 113.
Sec. 114.
Sec. 115.
Sec. 116.
Sec. 117.
Sec. 118.
Sec. 119.
Sec. 120.
Sec. 121.
Sec. 122.
Sec. 123.
Sec. 124.
Sec. 125.
Sec. 126.
Sec. 127.
Sec. 128.
Sec. 129.
Sec. 130.
Sec. 131.
Sec. 132.
Sec. 133.
Sec. 134.
Sec. 135.
Sec. 136.
Sec. 137.

DIVISION B—BORDER SECURITY 

Sec. 101. Definitions. 
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Sec. 102. Border wall construction. 
Sec. 103. Strengthening the requirements for 

barriers along the southern bor-
der. 

Sec. 104. Border and port security tech-
nology investment plan. 

Sec. 105. Border security technology pro-
gram management. 

Sec. 106. U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion technology upgrades. 

Sec. 107. U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion personnel. 

Sec. 108. Anti-Border Corruption Act reau-
thorization. 

Sec. 109. Establishment of workload staffing 
models for U.S. Border Patrol 
and Air and Marine Operations 
of CBP. 

Sec. 110. Operation Stonegarden. 
Sec. 111. Air and Marine Operations flight 

hours. 
Sec. 112. Eradication of carrizo cane and salt 

cedar. 
Sec. 113. Border patrol strategic plan. 
Sec. 114. U.S. Customs and Border Protec-

tion spiritual readiness. 
Sec. 115. Restrictions on funding. 
Sec. 116. Collection of DNA and biometric 

information at the border. 
Sec. 117. Eradication of narcotic drugs and 

formulating effective new tools 
to address yearly losses of life; 
ensuring timely updates to U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
field manuals. 

Sec. 118. Publication by U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection of oper-
ational statistics. 

Sec. 119. Alien criminal background checks. 
Sec. 120. Prohibited identification docu-

ments at airport security 
checkpoints; notification to im-
migration agencies. 

Sec. 121. Prohibition against any COVID–19 
vaccine mandate or adverse ac-
tion against DHS employees. 

Sec. 122. CBP One app limitation. 
Sec. 123. Report on Mexican drug cartels. 
Sec. 124. GAO study on costs incurred by 

States to secure the southwest 
border. 

Sec. 125. Report by Inspector General of the 
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

Sec. 126. Offsetting authorizations of appro-
priations. 

Sec. 127. Report to Congress on foreign ter-
rorist organizations. 

Sec. 128. Assessment by Inspector General of 
the Department of Homeland 
Security on the mitigation of 
unmanned aircraft systems at 
the southwest border. 

DIVISION C—IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

TITLE I—ASYLUM REFORM AND BORDER 
PROTECTION 

Sec. 101. Safe third country. 
Sec. 102. Credible fear interviews. 
Sec. 103. Clarification of asylum eligibility. 
Sec. 104. Exceptions. 
Sec. 105. Employment authorization. 
Sec. 106. Asylum fees. 
Sec. 107. Rules for determining asylum eligi-

bility. 
Sec. 108. Firm resettlement. 
Sec. 109. Notice concerning frivolous asylum 

applications. 
Sec. 110. Technical amendments. 
Sec. 111. Requirement for procedures relat-

ing to certain asylum applica-
tions. 

TITLE II—BORDER SAFETY AND 
MIGRANT PROTECTION 

Sec. 201. Inspection of applicants for admis-
sion. 

Sec. 202. Operational detention facilities. 

TITLE III—PREVENTING UNCONTROLLED 
MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 

Sec. 301. United States policy regarding 
Western Hemisphere coopera-
tion on immigration and asy-
lum. 

Sec. 302. Negotiations by Secretary of State. 
Sec. 303. Mandatory briefings on United 

States efforts to address the 
border crisis. 

TITLE IV—ENSURING UNITED FAMILIES 
AT THE BORDER 

Sec. 401. Clarification of standards for fam-
ily detention. 

TITLE V—PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 
Sec. 501. Findings. 
Sec. 502. Repatriation of unaccompanied 

alien children. 
Sec. 503. Special immigrant juvenile status 

for immigrants unable to re-
unite with either parent. 

Sec. 504. Rule of construction. 
TITLE VI—VISA OVERSTAYS PENALTIES 
Sec. 601. Expanded penalties for illegal 

entry or presence. 
TITLE VII—IMMIGRATION PAROLE 

REFORM 
Sec. 701. Immigration parole reform. 
Sec. 702. Implementation. 
Sec. 703. Cause of action. 
Sec. 704. Severability. 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Except as expressly provided otherwise, 
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any 
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division. 

DIVISION A—CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2024 

The following sums are hereby appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and out of appli-
cable corporate or other revenues, receipts, 
and funds, for the several departments, agen-
cies, corporations, and other organizational 
units of Government for fiscal year 2024, and 
for other purposes, namely: 

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided 
in the applicable appropriations Acts for fis-
cal year 2023 and under the authority and 
conditions provided in such Acts, for con-
tinuing projects or activities (including the 
costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) 
that are not otherwise specifically provided 
for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal 
year 2023, and for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able in the following appropriations Acts: 

(1) The Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division A 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(2) The Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division B of Public Law 117–328). 

(3) The Department of Defense Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division C of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(4) The Energy and Water Development and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division D of Public Law 117–328), except the 
first proviso under the heading ‘‘Department 
of Energy—Energy Programs—SPR Petro-
leum Account’’. 

(5) The Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2023 (divi-
sion E of Public Law 117–328). 

(6) The Department of Homeland Security 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division F of Public 
Law 117–328), including title III of division O 
of Public Law 117–328. 

(7) The Department of the Interior, Envi-
ronment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division G of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(8) The Departments of Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2023 (division H 
of Public Law 117–328). 

(9) The Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division I of Public Law 117–328). 

(10) The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act, 2023 (division J of Public Law 117–328). 

(11) The Department of State, Foreign Op-
erations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division K of Public Law 117– 
328). 

(12) The Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2023 (division L of Public 
Law 117–328). 

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) is hereby reduced by 8.1285 per-
cent, so that the total amount of annualized 
discretionary budget authority for fiscal 
year 2024 is equal to $1,590,000,000,000: Pro-
vided, That the reduction in this subsection 
will not apply to the rate for operations pro-
vided for the national defense budget func-
tion (050), the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, or amounts designated as being for dis-
aster relief pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 102. (a) No appropriation or funds 
made available or authority granted pursu-
ant to section 101 for the Department of De-
fense shall be used for: 

(1) the new production of items not funded 
for production in fiscal year 2023 or prior 
years; 

(2) the increase in production rates above 
those sustained with fiscal year 2023 funds; 
or 

(3) the initiation, resumption, or continu-
ation of any project, activity, operation, or 
organization (defined as any project, sub-
project, activity, budget activity, program 
element, and subprogram within a program 
element, and for any investment items de-
fined as a P–1 line item in a budget activity 
within an appropriation account and an R–1 
line item that includes a program element 
and subprogram element within an appro-
priation account) for which appropriations, 
funds, or other authority were not available 
during fiscal year 2023. 

(b) No appropriation or funds made avail-
able or authority granted pursuant to sec-
tion 101 for the Department of Defense shall 
be used to initiate multi-year procurements 
utilizing advance procurement funding for 
economic order quantity procurement unless 
specifically appropriated later. 

SEC. 103. Appropriations made by section 
101 shall be available to the extent and in the 
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act. 

SEC. 104. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 102, no appropriation or funds made 
available or authority granted pursuant to 
section 101 shall be used to initiate or re-
sume any project or activity for which ap-
propriations, funds, or other authority were 
not available during fiscal year 2023. 

SEC. 105. Appropriations made and author-
ity granted pursuant to this Act shall cover 
all obligations or expenditures incurred for 
any project or activity during the period for 
which funds or authority for such project or 
activity are available under this Act. 

SEC. 106. Unless otherwise provided for in 
this Act or in the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2024, appropriations and 
funds made available and authority granted 
pursuant to this Act shall be available until 
whichever of the following first occurs: 

(1) The enactment into law of an appro-
priation for any project or activity provided 
for in this Act. 

(2) The enactment into law of the applica-
ble appropriations Act for fiscal year 2024 
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without any provision for such project or ac-
tivity. 

(3) October 31, 2023. 
SEC. 107. Expenditures made pursuant to 

this Act shall be charged to the applicable 
appropriation, fund, or authorization when-
ever a bill in which such applicable appro-
priation, fund, or authorization is contained 
is enacted into law. 

SEC. 108. Appropriations made and funds 
made available by or authority granted pur-
suant to this Act may be used without re-
gard to the time limitations for submission 
and approval of apportionments set forth in 
section 1513 of title 31, United States Code, 
but nothing in this Act may be construed to 
waive any other provision of law governing 
the apportionment of funds. 

SEC. 109. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, for those 
programs that would otherwise have high 
initial rates of operation or complete dis-
tribution of appropriations at the beginning 
of fiscal year 2024 because of distributions of 
funding to States, foreign countries, grant-
ees, or others, such high initial rates of oper-
ation or complete distribution shall not be 
made, and no grants shall be awarded for 
such programs funded by this Act that would 
impinge on final funding prerogatives. 

SEC. 110. This Act shall be implemented so 
that only the most limited funding action of 
that permitted in the Act shall be taken in 
order to provide for continuation of projects 
and activities. 

SEC. 111. (a) For entitlements and other 
mandatory payments whose budget author-
ity was provided in appropriations Acts for 
fiscal year 2023, and for activities under the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, activities 
shall be continued at the rate to maintain 
program levels under current law, under the 
authority and conditions provided in the ap-
plicable appropriations Act for fiscal year 
2023, to be continued through the date speci-
fied in section 106(3). 

(b) Notwithstanding section 106, obliga-
tions for mandatory payments due on or 
about the first day of any month that begins 
after October 2023 but not later than 30 days 
after the date specified in section 106(3) may 
continue to be made, and funds shall be 
available for such payments. 

SEC. 112. Amounts made available under 
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and 
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to avoid furloughs 
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations 
Act for fiscal year 2023, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not 
be used until after the department or agency 
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or 
defer non-personnel-related administrative 
expenses. 

SEC. 113. Funds appropriated by this Act 
may be obligated and expended notwith-
standing section 10 of Public Law 91–672 (22 
U.S.C. 2412), section 15 of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2680), section 313 of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(22 U.S.C. 6212), and section 504(a)(1) of the 
National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3094(a)(1)). 

SEC. 114. (a) Each amount incorporated by 
reference in this Act that was previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 4001(a)(1) of 
S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 
2022, and section 1(e) of H. Res. 1151 (117th 
Congress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 

(b) Each amount incorporated by reference 
in this Act that was previously designated as 
being for disaster relief pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget in the Sen-
ate and section 1(f) of H. Res. 1151 (117th Con-
gress), as engrossed in the House of Rep-
resentatives on June 8, 2022, is designated by 
the Congress as being for disaster relief pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of such Act. 

(c) This section shall become effective im-
mediately upon enactment of this Act, and 
shall remain in effect through the date in 
section 106(3). 

SEC. 115. (a) Rescissions or cancellations of 
discretionary budget authority that con-
tinue pursuant to section 101 in Treasury Ap-
propriations Fund Symbols (TAFS)— 

(1) to which other appropriations are not 
provided by this Act, but for which there is 
a current applicable TAFS that does receive 
an appropriation in this Act; or 

(2) which are no-year TAFS and receive 
other appropriations in this Act, 
may be continued instead by reducing the 
rate for operations otherwise provided by 
section 101 for such current applicable TAFS, 
as long as doing so does not impinge on the 
final funding prerogatives of the Congress. 

(b) Rescissions or cancellations described 
in subsection (a) shall continue in an amount 
equal to the lesser of— 

(1) the amount specified for rescission or 
cancellation in the applicable appropriations 
Act referenced in section 101 of this Act; or 

(2) the amount of balances available, as of 
October 1, 2023, from the funds specified for 
rescission or cancellation in the applicable 
appropriations Act referenced in section 101 
of this Act. 

(c) No later than October 11, 2023, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a comprehensive list of 
the rescissions or cancellations that will 
continue pursuant to section 101: Provided, 
That the information in such comprehensive 
list shall be periodically updated to reflect 
any subsequent changes in the amount of 
balances available, as of October 1, 2023, from 
the funds specified for rescission or cancella-
tion in the applicable appropriations Act ref-
erenced in section 101, and such updates shall 
be transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate upon request. 

SEC. 116. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Farm Service Agency—Agricul-
tural Credit Insurance Fund Program Ac-
count’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to accommodate ap-
proved applications for direct and guaran-
teed farm ownership loans, as authorized by 
7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq. 

SEC. 117. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Agriculture for 
‘‘Rural Housing Service—Rental Assistance 
Program’’ may be apportioned up to the rate 
for operations necessary to maintain activi-
ties as authorized by section 521(a)(2) of the 
Housing Act of 1949. 

SEC. 118. Section 260 of the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) and 
section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory Re-
porting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note; Public 
Law 106–78) shall be applied by substituting 
the date specified in section 106(3) of this Act 
for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101(3) for the Department of Defense 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to facilitate the programs 
and activities set forth in H.R. 4365, the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 
2024, reported by the House Committee on 
Appropriations on June 27, 2023, subject to 
the terms and conditions therein. 

SEC. 120. Notwithstanding sections 102 and 
104 of this Act, amounts made available by 
section 101 to the Department of Defense for 
‘‘Shipbuilding and Conversion, Navy’’ shall 
be available for the procurement of one Co-
lumbia Class Submarine. 

SEC. 121. During the period covered by this 
Act, section 714(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘four years’’ for ‘‘two years’’. 

SEC. 122. In addition to amounts otherwise 
provided by section 101, amounts are pro-
vided for ‘‘Department of Energy—Energy 
Programs—Nuclear Energy’’ at a rate for op-
erations of $220,000,000: Provided, That 
amounts are provided for necessary expenses 
related to Risk Reduction for Future Dem-
onstrations at a rate for operations of 
$120,000,000 and Advanced Nuclear Fuel 
Availability at a rate for operations of 
$100,000,000. 

SEC. 123. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 for ‘‘Small Business Administra-
tion—Business Loans Program Account’’ 
may be apportioned up to the rate for oper-
ations necessary to accommodate increased 
demand for commitments for general busi-
ness loans authorized under paragraphs (1) 
through (35) of section 7(a) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)), for commitments 
to guarantee trust certificates authorized by 
section 5(g) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 634(g)), for commitments to guarantee 
loans under section 503 of the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 697), and for 
commitments to guarantee loans for deben-
tures under section 303(b) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b)). 

SEC. 124. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, except section 106, the Dis-
trict of Columbia may expend local funds 
made available under the heading ‘‘District 
of Columbia—District of Columbia Funds’’ 
for such programs and activities under the 
District of Columbia Appropriations Act, 
2023 (title IV of division E of Public Law 117– 
328) at the rate set forth in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Local Budget Act of 2023 (D.C. Bill 25– 
161), as modified as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

SEC. 125. Amounts made available by sec-
tion 101 to the Department of Homeland Se-
curity under the heading ‘‘Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—Disaster Relief 
Fund’’ may be apportioned up to the rate for 
operations necessary to carry out response 
and recovery activities under the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). 

SEC. 126. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to utilize the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection CBP 
One Application, or any successor applica-
tion, to facilitate the parole of any alien into 
the United States. 

SEC. 127. (a) Amounts provided by section 
101 shall not be made available to transport 
aliens unlawfully present in, paroled into, or 
inadmissible to the United States into the 
interior of the United States for purposes 
other than enforcement of the immigration 
laws (as such term is defined in section 101 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101)). 

(b) The limitation under subsection (a) 
shall not apply with respect to amounts 
made available to transport unaccompanied 
alien children (as such term is defined in sec-
tion 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(6 U.S.C. 279)). 

SEC. 128. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to issue any em-
ployment authorization document or similar 
document to any alien whose application for 
asylum in the United States has been denied, 
or who is convicted of a Federal or State 
crime while his or her application for asylum 
in the United States is pending. 
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SEC. 129. Amounts provided by section 101 

shall not be made available to obligate, ex-
pend, or transfer to another Federal agency, 
board, or commission to be used to dis-
mantle, demolish, remove, or damage exist-
ing United States-Mexico physical barriers 
at any location where such barriers have 
been constructed as of the date of enactment 
of this Act unless such barrier is simulta-
neously being repaired or replaced. 

SEC. 130. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the ac-
tivities and policies described in the memo-
randum issued by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security on September 30, 2021, entitled 
‘‘Guidelines for the Enforcement of Civil Im-
migration Law’’ or described in the memo-
randum issued by Kerry Doyle, Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement Principal Legal 
Advisor on April 3, 2022, entitled ‘‘Guidance 
to OPLA Attorneys Regarding the Enforce-
ment of Civil Immigration Laws and the Ex-
ercise of 20 Prosecutorial Discretion’’ or any 
successor or similar memorandum or policy. 

SEC. 131. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or otherwise carry out the poli-
cies described in the directive issued by the 
Acting Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection on January 10, 2023, enti-
tled ‘‘Emergency Driving and Vehicular Pur-
suits’’. 

SEC. 132. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule entitled 
‘‘Procedures or Credible Fear Screening and 
Consideration of Asylum, Withholding of Re-
moval, and CAT Protection Claims by Asy-
lum Officers’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 18078). 

SEC. 133. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to release (in-
cluding pursuant to parole or release pursu-
ant to section 236(a) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act but excluding as expressly 
authorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) an 
alien described in section 235(b)(1)(A)(i)–(ii), 
(b)(1)(B), or (b)(2), other than to be removed, 
including to a country described in section 
208(a)(2)(A), or returned to a country as de-
scribed in section 235(b)(3). 

SEC. 134. Amounts provided by section 101 
shall not be made available to implement, 
administer, or enforce the rule related to 
‘‘Circumvention of Lawful Pathways’’ (88 
Fed. Reg. 11704). 

SEC. 135. (a) Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42 
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by 
substituting the date specified in section 
106(3) of this Act for ‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), this section 
shall become effective immediately upon en-
actment of this Act. 

(2) If this Act is enacted after September 
30, 2023, this section shall be applied as if it 
were in effect on September 30, 2023. 

SEC. 136. (a) Of the amounts made available 
pursuant to section 40803(c)(2) of Public Law 
117–58, the Secretary of Agriculture shall 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior such 
sums as are necessary to continue without 
interruption the Federal wildland firefighter 
base salary increase provided under Section 
40803(d)(4)(B) of such Public Law. 

(b) In carrying out subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Agriculture— 

(1) may make more than one transfer of 
funds under this section; and 

(2) may not transfer a total amount of 
funds greater than $17,250,000. 

(c) No funds transferred pursuant to this 
section may be obligated without prior writ-
ten notification, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, of the date of the transfer, 
the total amount to be transferred, and the 
remaining funds available for transfer. 

SEC. 137. Notwithstanding section 101, sec-
tion 126 of Division J of Public Law 117–328 
shall be applied during the period covered by 
this Act by substituting ‘‘fiscal year 2017, fis-
cal year 2018, and fiscal year 2019’’ for ‘‘fiscal 
year 2017 and fiscal year 2018’’. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

DIVISION B—BORDER SECURITY 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) CBP.—The term ‘‘CBP’’ means U.S. Cus-

toms and Border Protection. 
(2) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘‘Commis-

sioner’’ means the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection. 

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 
means the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

(4) OPERATIONAL CONTROL.—The term 
‘‘operational control’’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 2(b) of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–367; 8 U.S.C. 1701 
note). 

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

(6) SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The term 
‘‘situational awareness’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1092(a)(7) of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328; 6 U.S.C. 
223(a)(7)). 

(7) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The term 
‘‘unmanned aircraft system’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 44801 of title 
49, United States Code. 
SEC. 102. BORDER WALL CONSTRUCTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) IMMEDIATE RESUMPTION OF BORDER WALL 

CONSTRUCTION.—Not later than seven days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall resume all activities re-
lated to the construction of the border wall 
along the border between the United States 
and Mexico that were underway or being 
planned for prior to January 20, 2021. 

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—To carry out this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall expend all unex-
pired funds appropriated or explicitly obli-
gated for the construction of the border wall 
that were appropriated or obligated, as the 
case may be, for use beginning on October 1, 
2019. 

(3) USE OF MATERIALS.—Any unused mate-
rials purchased before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act for construction of the bor-
der wall may be used for activities related to 
the construction of the border wall in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1). 

(b) PLAN TO COMPLETE TACTICAL INFRA-
STRUCTURE AND TECHNOLOGY.—Not later than 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act and annually thereafter until con-
struction of the border wall has been com-
pleted, the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees an im-
plementation plan, including annual bench-
marks for the construction of 200 miles of 
such wall and associated cost estimates for 
satisfying all requirements of the construc-
tion of the border wall, including installa-
tion and deployment of tactical infrastruc-
ture, technology, and other elements as iden-
tified by the Department prior to January 
20, 2021, through the expenditure of funds ap-
propriated or explicitly obligated, as the 
case may be, for use, as well as any future 
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able by Congress. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on 
Homeland Security and the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate. 

(2) TACTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘‘tactical infrastructure’’ includes boat 
ramps, access gates, checkpoints, lighting, 
and roads associated with a border wall. 

(3) TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘‘technology’’ 
includes border surveillance and detection 
technology, including linear ground detec-
tion systems, associated with a border wall. 
SEC. 103. STRENGTHENING THE REQUIREMENTS 

FOR BARRIERS ALONG THE SOUTH-
ERN BORDER. 

Section 102 of the Illegal Immigration Re-
form and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996 (Division C of Public Law 104–208; 8 
U.S.C. 1103 note) is amended— 

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall take such actions as may 
be necessary (including the removal of obsta-
cles to detection of illegal entrants) to de-
sign, test, construct, install, deploy, inte-
grate, and operate physical barriers, tactical 
infrastructure, and technology in the vicin-
ity of the southwest border to achieve situa-
tional awareness and operational control of 
the southwest border and deter, impede, and 
detect unlawful activity.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘FENCING AND ROAD IMPROVEMENTS’’ and in-
serting ‘‘PHYSICAL BARRIERS’’; 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘FENCING’’ 

and inserting ‘‘BARRIERS’’; 
(ii) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) REINFORCED BARRIERS.—In carrying 

out this section, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall construct a border wall, in-
cluding physical barriers, tactical infra-
structure, and technology, along not fewer 
than 900 miles of the southwest border until 
situational awareness and operational con-
trol of the southwest border is achieved.’’; 

(iii) by amending subparagraph (B) to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(B) PHYSICAL BARRIERS AND TACTICAL IN-
FRASTRUCTURE.—In carrying out this section, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall de-
ploy along the southwest border the most 
practical and effective physical barriers, tac-
tical infrastructure, and technology avail-
able for achieving situational awareness and 
operational control of the southwest bor-
der.’’; 

(iv) in subparagraph (C)— 
(I) by amending clause (i) to read as fol-

lows: 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sec-

tion, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall consult with the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, the Secretary of Agriculture, appro-
priate representatives of State, Tribal, and 
local governments, and appropriate private 
property owners in the United States to min-
imize the impact on natural resources, com-
merce, and sites of historical or cultural sig-
nificance for the communities and residents 
located near the sites at which physical bar-
riers, tactical infrastructure, and technology 
are to be constructed. Such consultation 
may not delay such construction for longer 
than seven days.’’; and 

(II) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘or’’ after 

the semicolon at the end; 
(bb) by amending subclause (II) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(II) delay the transfer to the United 

States of the possession of property or affect 
the validity of any property acquisition by 
the United States by purchase or eminent 
domain, or to otherwise affect the eminent 
domain laws of the United States or of any 
State; or’’; and 

(cc) by adding at the end the following new 
subclause: 
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‘‘(III) create any right or liability for any 

party.’’; and 
(v) by striking subparagraph (D); 
(C) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Attorney General’’ and in-

serting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘this subsection’’ and in-

serting ‘‘this section’’; and 
(iii) by striking ‘‘construction of fences’’ 

and inserting ‘‘the construction of physical 
barriers, tactical infrastructure, and tech-
nology’’; 

(D) by amending paragraph (3) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(3) AGENT SAFETY.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
when designing, testing, constructing, in-
stalling, deploying, integrating, and oper-
ating physical barriers, tactical infrastruc-
ture, or technology, shall incorporate such 
safety features into such design, test, con-
struction, installation, deployment, integra-
tion, or operation of such physical barriers, 
tactical infrastructure, or technology, as the 
case may be, that the Secretary determines 
are necessary to maximize the safety and ef-
fectiveness of officers and agents of the De-
partment of Homeland Security or of any 
other Federal agency deployed in the vicin-
ity of such physical barriers, tactical infra-
structure, or technology.’’; and 

(E) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘this sub-
section’’ and inserting ‘‘this section’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall waive all legal re-
quirements necessary to ensure the expedi-
tious design, testing, construction, installa-
tion, deployment, integration, operation, 
and maintenance of the physical barriers, 
tactical infrastructure, and technology 
under this section. The Secretary shall en-
sure the maintenance and effectiveness of 
such physical barriers, tactical infrastruc-
ture, or technology. Any such action by the 
Secretary shall be effective upon publication 
in the Federal Register.’’; 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than seven 
days after the date on which the Secretary of 
Homeland Security exercises a waiver pursu-
ant to paragraph (1), the Secretary shall no-
tify the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate of such waiv-
er.’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following new 
subsections: 

‘‘(e) TECHNOLOGY.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall deploy along the southwest border the 
most practical and effective technology 
available for achieving situational awareness 
and operational control. 

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ADVANCED UNATTENDED SURVEILLANCE 

SENSORS.—The term ‘advanced unattended 
surveillance sensors’ means sensors that uti-
lize an onboard computer to analyze detec-
tions in an effort to discern between vehi-
cles, humans, and animals, and ultimately 
filter false positives prior to transmission. 

‘‘(2) OPERATIONAL CONTROL.—The term 
‘operational control’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 2(b) of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–367; 8 U.S.C. 1701 
note). 

‘‘(3) PHYSICAL BARRIERS.—The term ‘phys-
ical barriers’ includes reinforced fencing, the 
border wall, and levee walls. 

‘‘(4) SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.—The term 
‘situational awareness’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1092(a)(7) of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2017 (Public Law 114–328; 6 U.S.C. 
223(a)(7)). 

‘‘(5) TACTICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘tactical infrastructure’ includes boat ramps, 
access gates, checkpoints, lighting, and 
roads. 

‘‘(6) TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘technology’ 
includes border surveillance and detection 
technology, including the following: 

‘‘(A) Tower-based surveillance technology. 
‘‘(B) Deployable, lighter-than-air ground 

surveillance equipment. 
‘‘(C) Vehicle and Dismount Exploitation 

Radars (VADER). 
‘‘(D) 3-dimensional, seismic acoustic detec-

tion and ranging border tunneling detection 
technology. 

‘‘(E) Advanced unattended surveillance 
sensors. 

‘‘(F) Mobile vehicle-mounted and man- 
portable surveillance capabilities. 

‘‘(G) Unmanned aircraft systems. 
‘‘(H) Tunnel detection systems and other 

seismic technology. 
‘‘(I) Fiber-optic cable. 
‘‘(J) Other border detection, communica-

tion, and surveillance technology. 
‘‘(7) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The 

term ‘unmanned aircraft system’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code.’’. 
SEC. 104. BORDER AND PORT SECURITY TECH-

NOLOGY INVESTMENT PLAN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner, in consultation with cov-
ered officials and border and port security 
technology stakeholders, shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a 
strategic 5-year technology investment plan 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘plan’’). 
The plan may include a classified annex, if 
appropriate. 

(b) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—The plan shall in-
clude the following: 

(1) An analysis of security risks at and be-
tween ports of entry along the northern and 
southern borders of the United States. 

(2) An identification of capability gaps 
with respect to security at and between such 
ports of entry to be mitigated in order to— 

(A) prevent terrorists and instruments of 
terror from entering the United States; 

(B) combat and reduce cross-border crimi-
nal activity, including— 

(i) the transport of illegal goods, such as il-
licit drugs; and 

(ii) human smuggling and human traf-
ficking; and 

(C) facilitate the flow of legal trade across 
the southwest border. 

(3) An analysis of current and forecast 
trends relating to the number of aliens 
who— 

(A) unlawfully entered the United States 
by crossing the northern or southern border 
of the United States; or 

(B) are unlawfully present in the United 
States. 

(4) A description of security-related tech-
nology acquisitions, to be listed in order of 
priority, to address the security risks and 
capability gaps analyzed and identified pur-
suant to paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively. 

(5) A description of each planned security- 
related technology program, including objec-
tives, goals, and timelines for each such pro-
gram. 

(6) An identification of each deployed secu-
rity-related technology that is at or near the 
end of the life cycle of such technology. 

(7) A description of the test, evaluation, 
modeling, and simulation capabilities, in-
cluding target methodologies, rationales, 

and timelines, necessary to support the ac-
quisition of security-related technologies 
pursuant to paragraph (4). 

(8) An identification and assessment of 
ways to increase opportunities for commu-
nication and collaboration with the private 
sector, small and disadvantaged businesses, 
intragovernment entities, university centers 
of excellence, and federal laboratories to en-
sure CBP is able to engage with the market 
for security-related technologies that are 
available to satisfy its mission needs before 
engaging in an acquisition of a security-re-
lated technology. 

(9) An assessment of the management of 
planned security-related technology pro-
grams by the acquisition workforce of CBP. 

(10) An identification of ways to leverage 
already-existing acquisition expertise within 
the Federal Government. 

(11) A description of the security resources, 
including information security resources, re-
quired to protect security-related tech-
nology from physical or cyber theft, diver-
sion, sabotage, or attack. 

(12) A description of initiatives to— 
(A) streamline the acquisition process of 

CBP; and 
(B) provide to the private sector greater 

predictability and transparency with respect 
to such process, including information relat-
ing to the timeline for testing and evalua-
tion of security-related technology. 

(13) An assessment of the privacy and secu-
rity impact on border communities of secu-
rity-related technology. 

(14) In the case of a new acquisition leading 
to the removal of equipment from a port of 
entry along the northern or southern border 
of the United States, a strategy to consult 
with the private sector and community 
stakeholders affected by such removal. 

(15) A strategy to consult with the private 
sector and community stakeholders with re-
spect to security impacts at a port of entry 
described in paragraph (14). 

(16) An identification of recent techno-
logical advancements in the following: 

(A) Manned aircraft sensor, communica-
tion, and common operating picture tech-
nology. 

(B) Unmanned aerial systems and related 
technology, including counter-unmanned 
aerial system technology. 

(C) Surveillance technology, including the 
following: 

(i) Mobile surveillance vehicles. 
(ii) Associated electronics, including cam-

eras, sensor technology, and radar. 
(iii) Tower-based surveillance technology. 
(iv) Advanced unattended surveillance sen-

sors. 
(v) Deployable, lighter-than-air, ground 

surveillance equipment. 
(D) Nonintrusive inspection technology, in-

cluding non-x-ray devices utilizing muon to-
mography and other advanced detection 
technology. 

(E) Tunnel detection technology. 
(F) Communications equipment, including 

the following: 
(i) Radios. 
(ii) Long-term evolution broadband. 
(iii) Miniature satellites. 

(c) LEVERAGING THE PRIVATE SECTOR.—To 
the extent practicable, the plan shall— 

(1) leverage emerging technological capa-
bilities, and research and development 
trends, within the public and private sectors; 

(2) incorporate input from the private sec-
tor, including from border and port security 
stakeholders, through requests for informa-
tion, industry day events, and other innova-
tive means consistent with the Federal Ac-
quisition Regulation; and 

(3) identify security-related technologies 
that are in development or deployed, with or 
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without adaptation, that may satisfy the 
mission needs of CBP. 

(d) FORM.—To the extent practicable, the 
plan shall be published in unclassified form 
on the website of the Department. 

(e) DISCLOSURE.—The plan shall include an 
identification of individuals not employed by 
the Federal Government, and their profes-
sional affiliations, who contributed to the 
development of the plan. 

(f) UPDATE AND REPORT.—Not later than 
the date that is two years after the date on 
which the plan is submitted to the appro-
priate congressional committees pursuant to 
subsection (a) and biennially thereafter for 
ten years, the Commissioner shall submit to 
the appropriate congressional committees— 

(1) an update of the plan, if appropriate; 
and 

(2) a report that includes— 
(A) the extent to which each security-re-

lated technology acquired by CBP since the 
initial submission of the plan or most recent 
update of the plan, as the case may be, is 
consistent with the planned technology pro-
grams and projects described pursuant to 
subsection (b)(5); and 

(B) the type of contract and the reason for 
acquiring each such security-related tech-
nology. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate. 

(2) COVERED OFFICIALS.—The term ‘‘covered 
officials’’ means— 

(A) the Under Secretary for Management 
of the Department; 

(B) the Under Secretary for Science and 
Technology of the Department; and 

(C) the Chief Information Officer of the De-
partment. 

(3) UNLAWFULLY PRESENT.—The term ‘‘un-
lawfully present’’ has the meaning provided 
such term in section 212(a)(9)(B)(ii) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(a)(9)(B)(ii)). 
SEC. 105. BORDER SECURITY TECHNOLOGY PRO-

GRAM MANAGEMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title IV of 

the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
231 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 437. BORDER SECURITY TECHNOLOGY PRO-

GRAM MANAGEMENT. 
‘‘(a) MAJOR ACQUISITION PROGRAM DE-

FINED.—In this section, the term ‘major ac-
quisition program’ means an acquisition pro-
gram of the Department that is estimated by 
the Secretary to require an eventual total 
expenditure of at least $100,000,000 (based on 
fiscal year 2023 constant dollars) over its life- 
cycle cost. 

‘‘(b) PLANNING DOCUMENTATION.—For each 
border security technology acquisition pro-
gram of the Department that is determined 
to be a major acquisition program, the Sec-
retary shall— 

‘‘(1) ensure that each such program has a 
written acquisition program baseline ap-
proved by the relevant acquisition decision 
authority; 

‘‘(2) document that each such program is 
satisfying cost, schedule, and performance 
thresholds as specified in such baseline, in 
compliance with relevant departmental ac-
quisition policies and the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation; and 

‘‘(3) have a plan for satisfying program im-
plementation objectives by managing con-
tractor performance. 

‘‘(c) ADHERENCE TO STANDARDS.—The Sec-
retary, acting through the Under Secretary 
for Management and the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, shall 
ensure border security technology acquisi-
tion program managers who are responsible 
for carrying out this section adhere to rel-
evant internal control standards identified 
by the Comptroller General of the United 
States. The Commissioner shall provide in-
formation, as needed, to assist the Under 
Secretary in monitoring management of bor-
der security technology acquisition pro-
grams under this section. 

‘‘(d) PLAN.—The Secretary, acting through 
the Under Secretary for Management, in co-
ordination with the Under Secretary for 
Science and Technology and the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion, shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a plan for testing, evaluating, 
and using independent verification and vali-
dation of resources relating to the proposed 
acquisition of border security technology. 
Under such plan, the proposed acquisition of 
new border security technologies shall be 
evaluated through a series of assessments, 
processes, and audits to ensure— 

‘‘(1) compliance with relevant depart-
mental acquisition policies and the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation; and 

‘‘(2) the effective use of taxpayer dollars.’’. 
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 

contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 436 the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘Sec. 437. Border security technology pro-

gram management.’’. 
(c) PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZA-

TION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—No additional 
funds are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out section 437 of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002, as added by subsection (a). 
SEC. 106. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-

TION TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES. 
(a) SECURE COMMUNICATIONS.—The Com-

missioner shall ensure that each CBP officer 
or agent, as appropriate, is equipped with a 
secure radio or other two-way communica-
tion device that allows each such officer or 
agent to communicate— 

(1) between ports of entry and inspection 
stations; and 

(2) with other Federal, State, Tribal, and 
local law enforcement entities. 

(b) BORDER SECURITY DEPLOYMENT PRO-
GRAM.— 

(1) EXPANSION.—Not later than September 
30, 2025, the Commissioner shall— 

(A) fully implement the Border Security 
Deployment Program of CBP; and 

(B) expand the integrated surveillance and 
intrusion detection system at land ports of 
entry along the northern and southern bor-
ders of the United States. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to 
be appropriated for such purpose, there is au-
thorized to be appropriated $33,000,000 for fis-
cal years 2024 and 2025 to carry out para-
graph (1). 

(c) UPGRADE OF LICENSE PLATE READERS AT 
PORTS OF ENTRY.— 

(1) UPGRADE.—Not later than two years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner shall upgrade all existing 
license plate readers in need of upgrade, as 
determined by the Commissioner, on the 
northern and southern borders of the United 
States. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts otherwise authorized to 
be appropriated for such purpose, there is au-

thorized to be appropriated $125,000,000 for 
fiscal years 2023 and 2024 to carry out para-
graph (1). 

SEC. 107. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-
TION PERSONNEL. 

(a) RETENTION BONUS.—To carry out this 
section, there is authorized to be appro-
priated up to $100,000,000 to the Commis-
sioner to provide a retention bonus to any 
front-line U.S. Border Patrol law enforce-
ment agent— 

(1) whose position is equal to or below level 
GS–12 of the General Schedule; 

(2) who has five years or more of service 
with the U.S. Border Patrol; and 

(3) who commits to two years of additional 
service with the U.S. Border Patrol upon ac-
ceptance of such bonus. 

(b) BORDER PATROL AGENTS.—Not later 
than September 30, 2025, the Commissioner 
shall hire, train, and assign a sufficient num-
ber of Border Patrol agents to maintain an 
active duty presence of not fewer than 22,000 
full-time equivalent Border Patrol agents, 
who may not perform the duties of proc-
essing coordinators. 

(c) PROHIBITION AGAINST ALIEN TRAVEL.— 
No personnel or equipment of Air and Marine 
Operations may be used for the transpor-
tation of non-detained aliens, or detained 
aliens expected to be administratively re-
leased upon arrival, from the southwest bor-
der to destinations within the United States. 

(d) GAO REPORT.—If the staffing level re-
quired under this section is not achieved by 
the date associated with such level, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall— 

(1) conduct a review of the reasons why 
such level was not so achieved; and 

(2) not later than September 30, 2027, pub-
lish on a publicly available website of the 
Government Accountability Office a report 
relating thereto. 

SEC. 108. ANTI-BORDER CORRUPTION ACT REAU-
THORIZATION. 

(a) HIRING FLEXIBILITY.—Section 3 of the 
Anti-Border Corruption Act of 2010 (6 U.S.C. 
221; Public Law 111–376) is amended by strik-
ing subsection (b) and inserting the following 
new subsections: 

‘‘(b) WAIVER REQUIREMENT.—Subject to 
subsection (c), the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall waive the 
application of subsection (a)(1)— 

‘‘(1) to a current, full-time law enforce-
ment officer employed by a State or local 
law enforcement agency who— 

‘‘(A) has continuously served as a law en-
forcement officer for not fewer than three 
years; 

‘‘(B) is authorized by law to engage in or 
supervise the prevention, detection, inves-
tigation, or prosecution of, or the incarcer-
ation of any person for, any violation of law, 
and has statutory powers for arrest or appre-
hension; and 

‘‘(C) is not currently under investigation, 
has not been found to have engaged in crimi-
nal activity or serious misconduct, has not 
resigned from a law enforcement officer posi-
tion under investigation or in lieu of termi-
nation, and has not been dismissed from a 
law enforcement officer position; 

‘‘(2) to a current, full-time Federal law en-
forcement officer who— 

‘‘(A) has continuously served as a law en-
forcement officer for not fewer than three 
years; 

‘‘(B) is authorized to make arrests, conduct 
investigations, conduct searches, make sei-
zures, carry firearms, and serve orders, war-
rants, and other processes; 

‘‘(C) is not currently under investigation, 
has not been found to have engaged in crimi-
nal activity or serious misconduct, has not 
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resigned from a law enforcement officer posi-
tion under investigation or in lieu of termi-
nation, and has not been dismissed from a 
law enforcement officer position; and 

‘‘(D) holds a current Tier 4 background in-
vestigation or current Tier 5 background in-
vestigation; or 

‘‘(3) to a member of the Armed Forces (or 
a reserve component thereof) or a veteran, if 
such individual— 

‘‘(A) has served in the Armed Forces for 
not fewer than three years; 

‘‘(B) holds, or has held within the past five 
years, a Secret, Top Secret, or Top Secret/ 
Sensitive Compartmented Information clear-
ance; 

‘‘(C) holds, or has undergone within the 
past five years, a current Tier 4 background 
investigation or current Tier 5 background 
investigation; 

‘‘(D) received, or is eligible to receive, an 
honorable discharge from service in the 
Armed Forces and has not engaged in crimi-
nal activity or committed a serious military 
or civil offense under the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice; and 

‘‘(E) was not granted any waivers to obtain 
the clearance referred to in subparagraph 
(B). 

‘‘(c) TERMINATION OF WAIVER REQUIREMENT; 
SNAP-BACK.—The requirement to issue a 
waiver under subsection (b) shall terminate 
if the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) certifies to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate that CBP has met all re-
quirements pursuant to section 107 of the Se-
cure the Border Act of 2023 relating to per-
sonnel levels. If at any time after such cer-
tification personnel levels fall below such re-
quirements, the Commissioner shall waive 
the application of subsection (a)(1) until 
such time as the Commissioner re-certifies 
to such Committees that CBP has so met all 
such requirements.’’. 

(b) SUPPLEMENTAL COMMISSIONER AUTHOR-
ITY; REPORTING; DEFINITIONS.—The Anti-Bor-
der Corruption Act of 2010 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sections: 
‘‘SEC. 5. SUPPLEMENTAL COMMISSIONER AU-

THORITY. 
‘‘(a) NONEXEMPTION.—An individual who re-

ceives a waiver under section 3(b) is not ex-
empt from any other hiring requirements re-
lating to suitability for employment and eli-
gibility to hold a national security des-
ignated position, as determined by the Com-
missioner of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection. 

‘‘(b) BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS.—An in-
dividual who receives a waiver under section 
3(b) who holds a current Tier 4 background 
investigation shall be subject to a Tier 5 
background investigation. 

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION OF POLYGRAPH EXAM-
INATION.—The Commissioner of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection is authorized to ad-
minister a polygraph examination to an ap-
plicant or employee who is eligible for or re-
ceives a waiver under section 3(b) if informa-
tion is discovered before the completion of a 
background investigation that results in a 
determination that a polygraph examination 
is necessary to make a final determination 
regarding suitability for employment or con-
tinued employment, as the case may be. 
‘‘SEC. 6. REPORTING. 

‘‘(a) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one 
year after the date of the enactment of this 
section and annually thereafter while the 
waiver authority under section 3(b) is in ef-
fect, the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection shall submit to Congress a 
report that includes, with respect to each 
such reporting period, the following: 

‘‘(1) Information relating to the number of 
waivers granted under such section 3(b). 

‘‘(2) Information relating to the percentage 
of applicants who were hired after receiving 
such a waiver. 

‘‘(3) Information relating to the number of 
instances that a polygraph was administered 
to an applicant who initially received such a 
waiver and the results of such polygraph. 

‘‘(4) An assessment of the current impact 
of such waiver authority on filling law en-
forcement positions at U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. 

‘‘(5) An identification of additional au-
thorities needed by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection to better utilize such waiver au-
thority for its intended goals. 

‘‘(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—The first 
report submitted under subsection (a) shall 
include the following: 

‘‘(1) An analysis of other methods of em-
ployment suitability tests that detect decep-
tion and could be used in conjunction with 
traditional background investigations to 
evaluate potential applicants or employees 
for suitability for employment or continued 
employment, as the case may be. 

‘‘(2) A recommendation regarding whether 
a test referred to in paragraph (1) should be 
adopted by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion when the polygraph examination re-
quirement is waived pursuant to section 3(b). 
‘‘SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this Act: 
‘‘(1) FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.— 

The term ‘Federal law enforcement officer’ 
means a ‘law enforcement officer’, as such 
term is defined in section 8331(20) or 8401(17) 
of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) SERIOUS MILITARY OR CIVIL OFFENSE.— 
The term ‘serious military or civil offense’ 
means an offense for which— 

‘‘(A) a member of the Armed Forces may 
be discharged or separated from service in 
the Armed Forces; and 

‘‘(B) a punitive discharge is, or would be, 
authorized for the same or a closely related 
offense under the Manual for Court-Martial, 
as pursuant to Army Regulation 635–200, 
chapter 14–12. 

‘‘(3) TIER 4; TIER 5.—The terms ‘Tier 4’ and 
‘Tier 5’, with respect to background inves-
tigations, have the meaning given such 
terms under the 2012 Federal Investigative 
Standards. 

‘‘(4) VETERAN.—The term ‘veteran’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 101(2) of 
title 38, United States Code.’’. 

(c) POLYGRAPH EXAMINERS.—Not later than 
September 30, 2025, the Secretary shall in-
crease to not fewer than 150 the number of 
trained full-time equivalent polygraph exam-
iners for administering polygraphs under the 
Anti-Border Corruption Act of 2010, as 
amended by this section. 
SEC. 109. ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKLOAD STAFF-

ING MODELS FOR U.S. BORDER PA-
TROL AND AIR AND MARINE OPER-
ATIONS OF CBP. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner, in coordination with the 
Under Secretary for Management, the Chief 
Human Capital Officer, and the Chief Finan-
cial Officer of the Department, shall imple-
ment a workload staffing model for each of 
the following: 

(1) The U.S. Border Patrol. 
(2) Air and Marine Operations of CBP. 
(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMIS-

SIONER.—Subsection (c) of section 411 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211), 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (18) and 
(19) as paragraphs (20) and (21), respectively; 
and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (17) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs: 

‘‘(18) implement a staffing model for the 
U.S. Border Patrol, Air and Marine Oper-
ations, and the Office of Field Operations 
that includes consideration for essential 
frontline operator activities and functions, 
variations in operating environments, 
present and planned infrastructure, present 
and planned technology, and required oper-
ations support levels to enable such entities 
to manage and assign personnel of such enti-
ties to ensure field and support posts possess 
adequate resources to carry out duties speci-
fied in this section; 

‘‘(19) develop standard operating proce-
dures for a workforce tracking system with-
in the U.S. Border Patrol, Air and Marine 
Operations, and the Office of Field Oper-
ations, train the workforce of each of such 
entities on the use, capabilities, and purpose 
of such system, and implement internal con-
trols to ensure timely and accurate sched-
uling and reporting of actual completed 
work hours and activities;’’. 

(c) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act 
with respect to subsection (a) and para-
graphs (18) and (19) of section 411(c) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as amended 
by subsection (b)), and annually thereafter 
with respect to such paragraphs (18) and (19), 
the Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report 
that includes a status update on the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The implementation of such subsection 
(a) and such paragraphs (18) and (19). 

(B) Each relevant workload staffing model. 
(2) DATA SOURCES AND METHODOLOGY RE-

QUIRED.—Each report required under para-
graph (1) shall include information relating 
to the data sources and methodology used to 
generate each relevant staffing model. 

(d) INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEW.—Not later 
than 90 days after the Commissioner devel-
ops the workload staffing models pursuant to 
subsection (a), the Inspector General of the 
Department shall review such models and 
provide feedback to the Secretary and the 
appropriate congressional committees with 
respect to the degree to which such models 
are responsive to the recommendations of 
the Inspector General, including the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Recommendations from the Inspector 
General’s February 2019 audit. 

(2) Any further recommendations to im-
prove such models. 

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate. 
SEC. 110. OPERATION STONEGARDEN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title XX of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
601 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new section: 
‘‘SEC. 2010. OPERATION STONEGARDEN. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Department a program to be known as 
‘Operation Stonegarden’, under which the 
Secretary, acting through the Adminis-
trator, shall make grants to eligible law en-
forcement agencies, through State adminis-
trative agencies, to enhance border security 
in accordance with this section. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—To be eligible 
to receive a grant under this section, a law 
enforcement agency shall— 

‘‘(1) be located in— 
‘‘(A) a State bordering Canada or Mexico; 

or 
‘‘(B) a State or territory with a maritime 

border; 
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‘‘(2) be involved in an active, ongoing, U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection operation co-
ordinated through a U.S. Border Patrol sec-
tor office; and 

‘‘(3) have an agreement in place with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement to 
support enforcement operations. 

‘‘(c) PERMITTED USES.—A recipient of a 
grant under this section may use such grant 
for costs associated with the following: 

‘‘(1) Equipment, including maintenance 
and sustainment. 

‘‘(2) Personnel, including overtime and 
backfill, in support of enhanced border law 
enforcement activities. 

‘‘(3) Any activity permitted for Operation 
Stonegarden under the most recent fiscal 
year Department of Homeland Security’s 
Homeland Security Grant Program Notice of 
Funding Opportunity. 

‘‘(d) PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE.—The Sec-
retary shall award grants under this section 
to grant recipients for a period of not fewer 
than 36 months. 

‘‘(e) NOTIFICATION.—Upon denial of a grant 
to a law enforcement agency, the Adminis-
trator shall provide written notice to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate, including the reasoning 
for such denial. 

‘‘(f) REPORT.—For each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2028 the Administrator shall submit 
to the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate a report that 
contains— 

‘‘(1) information on the expenditure of 
grants made under this section by each grant 
recipient; and 

‘‘(2) recommendations for other uses of 
such grants to further support eligible law 
enforcement agencies. 

‘‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$110,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 
through 2028 for grants under this section.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection 
(a) of section 2002 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 603) is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary, 
through the Administrator, may award 
grants under sections 2003, 2004, 2009, and 2010 
to State, local, and Tribal governments, as 
appropriate.’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 2009 the 
following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 2010. Operation Stonegarden.’’. 
SEC. 111. AIR AND MARINE OPERATIONS FLIGHT 

HOURS. 
(a) AIR AND MARINE OPERATIONS FLIGHT 

HOURS.—Not later than 120 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that not fewer than 
110,000 annual flight hours are carried out by 
Air and Marine Operations of CBP. 

(b) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.—The 
Secretary, after coordination with the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, shall ensure that Air and Marine 
Operations operate unmanned aircraft sys-
tems on the southern border of the United 
States for not less than 24 hours per day. 

(c) PRIMARY MISSIONS.—The Commissioner 
shall ensure the following: 

(1) The primary missions for Air and Ma-
rine Operations are to directly support the 
following: 

(A) U.S. Border Patrol activities along the 
borders of the United States. 

(B) Joint Interagency Task Force South 
and Joint Task Force East operations in the 
transit zone. 

(2) The Executive Assistant Commissioner 
of Air and Marine Operations assigns the 
greatest priority to support missions speci-
fied in paragraph (1). 

(d) HIGH DEMAND FLIGHT HOUR REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The Commissioner shall— 

(1) ensure that U.S. Border Patrol Sector 
Chiefs identify air support mission-critical 
hours; and 

(2) direct Air and Marine Operations to 
support requests from such Sector Chiefs as 
a component of the primary mission of Air 
and Marine Operations in accordance with 
subsection (c)(1)(A). 

(e) CONTRACT AIR SUPPORT AUTHORIZA-
TIONS.—The Commissioner shall contract for 
air support mission-critical hours to meet 
the requests for such hours, as identified 
pursuant to subsection (d). 

(f) SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief of the U.S. Bor-

der Patrol shall be the executive agent with 
respect to the use of small unmanned air-
craft by CBP for the purposes of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Meeting the unmet flight hour oper-
ational requirements of the U.S. Border Pa-
trol. 

(B) Achieving situational awareness and 
operational control of the borders of the 
United States. 

(2) COORDINATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Chief of the U.S. Border Patrol 
shall coordinate— 

(A) flight operations with the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to ensure the safe and efficient oper-
ation of the national airspace system; and 

(B) with the Executive Assistant Commis-
sioner for Air and Marine Operations of CBP 
to— 

(i) ensure the safety of other CBP aircraft 
flying in the vicinity of small unmanned air-
craft operated by the U.S. Border Patrol; and 

(ii) establish a process to include data from 
flight hours in the calculation of got away 
statistics. 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph 
(3) of section 411(e) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211(e)) is amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon at the end; 

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as 
subparagraph (D); and 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) carry out the small unmanned aircraft 
(as such term is defined in section 44801 of 
title 49, United States Code) requirements 
pursuant to subsection (f) of section 111 of 
the Secure the Border Act of 2023; and’’. 

(g) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion may be construed as conferring, trans-
ferring, or delegating to the Secretary, the 
Commissioner, the Executive Assistant Com-
missioner for Air and Marine Operations of 
CBP, or the Chief of the U.S. Border Patrol 
any authority of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation or the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration relating to the use 
of airspace or aviation safety. 

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) GOT AWAY.—The term ‘‘got away’’ has 

the meaning given such term in section 
1092(a)(3) of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law 
114–328; 6 U.S.C. 223(a)(3)). 

(2) TRANSIT ZONE.—The term ‘‘transit 
zone’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 1092(a)(8) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–328; 6 U.S.C. 223(a)(8)). 
SEC. 112. ERADICATION OF CARRIZO CANE AND 

SALT CEDAR. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary, in coordination with the 
heads of relevant Federal, State, and local 

agencies, shall hire contractors to begin 
eradicating the carrizo cane plant and any 
salt cedar along the Rio Grande River that 
impedes border security operations. Such 
eradication shall be completed— 

(1) by not later than September 30, 2027, ex-
cept for required maintenance; and 

(2) in the most expeditious and cost-effec-
tive manner possible to maintain clear fields 
of view. 

(b) APPLICATION.—The waiver authority 
under subsection (c) of section 102 of the Ille-
gal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1103 note), 
as amended by section 103 of this division, 
shall apply to activities carried out pursuant 
to subsection (a). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a strategic plan to eradicate all 
carrizo cane plant and salt cedar along the 
Rio Grande River that impedes border secu-
rity operations by not later than September 
30, 2027. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated 
$7,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 through 
2028 to the Secretary to carry out this sub-
section. 
SEC. 113. BORDER PATROL STRATEGIC PLAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and biennially thereafter, the Commissioner, 
acting through the Chief of the U.S. Border 
Patrol, shall issue a Border Patrol Strategic 
Plan (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘plan’’) to enhance the security of the bor-
ders of the United States. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan shall include the 
following: 

(1) A consideration of Border Patrol Capa-
bility Gap Analysis reporting, Border Secu-
rity Improvement Plans, and any other stra-
tegic document authored by the U.S. Border 
Patrol to address security gaps between 
ports of entry, including efforts to mitigate 
threats identified in such analyses, plans, 
and documents. 

(2) Information relating to the dissemina-
tion of information relating to border secu-
rity or border threats with respect to the ef-
forts of the Department and other appro-
priate Federal agencies. 

(3) Information relating to efforts by U.S. 
Border Patrol to— 

(A) increase situational awareness, includ-
ing— 

(i) surveillance capabilities, such as capa-
bilities developed or utilized by the Depart-
ment of Defense, and any appropriate tech-
nology determined to be excess by the De-
partment of Defense; and 

(ii) the use of manned aircraft and un-
manned aircraft; 

(B) detect and prevent terrorists and in-
struments of terrorism from entering the 
United States; 

(C) detect, interdict, and disrupt between 
ports of entry aliens unlawfully present in 
the United States; 

(D) detect, interdict, and disrupt human 
smuggling, human trafficking, drug traf-
ficking, and other illicit cross-border activ-
ity; 

(E) focus intelligence collection to disrupt 
transnational criminal organizations outside 
of the international and maritime borders of 
the United States; and 

(F) ensure that any new border security 
technology can be operationally integrated 
with existing technologies in use by the De-
partment. 

(4) Information relating to initiatives of 
the Department with respect to operational 
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coordination, including any relevant task 
forces of the Department. 

(5) Information gathered from the lessons 
learned by the deployments of the National 
Guard to the southern border of the United 
States. 

(6) A description of cooperative agreements 
relating to information sharing with State, 
local, Tribal, territorial, and other Federal 
law enforcement agencies that have jurisdic-
tion on the borders of the United States. 

(7) Information relating to border security 
information received from the following: 

(A) State, local, Tribal, territorial, and 
other Federal law enforcement agencies that 
have jurisdiction on the borders of the 
United States or in the maritime environ-
ment. 

(B) Border community stakeholders, in-
cluding representatives from the following: 

(i) Border agricultural and ranching orga-
nizations. 

(ii) Business and civic organizations. 
(iii) Hospitals and rural clinics within 150 

miles of the borders of the United States. 
(iv) Victims of crime committed by aliens 

unlawfully present in the United States. 
(v) Victims impacted by drugs, 

transnational criminal organizations, car-
tels, gangs, or other criminal activity. 

(vi) Farmers, ranchers, and property own-
ers along the border. 

(vii) Other individuals negatively impacted 
by illegal immigration. 

(8) Information relating to the staffing re-
quirements with respect to border security 
for the Department. 

(9) A prioritized list of Department re-
search and development objectives to en-
hance the security of the borders of the 
United States. 

(10) An assessment of training programs, 
including such programs relating to the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Identifying and detecting fraudulent 
documents. 

(B) Understanding the scope of CBP en-
forcement authorities and appropriate use of 
force policies. 

(C) Screening, identifying, and addressing 
vulnerable populations, such as children and 
victims of human trafficking. 
SEC. 114. U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-

TION SPIRITUAL READINESS. 
Not later than one year after the enact-

ment of this Act and annually thereafter for 
five years, the Commissioner shall submit to 
the Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on the avail-
ability and usage of the assistance of chap-
lains, prayer groups, houses of worship, and 
other spiritual resources for members of CBP 
who identify as religiously affiliated and 
have attempted suicide, have suicidal idea-
tion, or are at risk of suicide, and metrics on 
the impact such resources have in assisting 
religiously affiliated members who have ac-
cess to and utilize such resources compared 
to religiously affiliated members who do not. 
SEC. 115. RESTRICTIONS ON FUNDING. 

(a) ARRIVING ALIENS.—No funds are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Department to 
process the entry into the United States of 
aliens arriving in between ports of entry. 

(b) RESTRICTION ON NONGOVERNMENTAL OR-
GANIZATION SUPPORT FOR UNLAWFUL ACTIV-
ITY.—No funds are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Department for disbursement 
to any nongovernmental organization that 
facilitates or encourages unlawful activity, 
including unlawful entry, human trafficking, 
human smuggling, drug trafficking, and drug 
smuggling. 

(c) RESTRICTION ON NONGOVERNMENTAL OR-
GANIZATION FACILITATION OF ILLEGAL IMMI-

GRATION.—No funds are authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Department for disburse-
ment to any nongovernmental organization 
to provide, or facilitate the provision of, 
transportation, lodging, or immigration 
legal services to inadmissible aliens who 
enter the United States after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 116. COLLECTION OF DNA AND BIOMETRIC 

INFORMATION AT THE BORDER. 
Not later than 14 days after the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
ensure and certify to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate that CBP is fully compliant with 
Federal DNA and biometric collection re-
quirements at United States land borders. 
SEC. 117. ERADICATION OF NARCOTIC DRUGS 

AND FORMULATING EFFECTIVE NEW 
TOOLS TO ADDRESS YEARLY LOSSES 
OF LIFE; ENSURING TIMELY UP-
DATES TO U.S. CUSTOMS AND BOR-
DER PROTECTION FIELD MANUALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and not less frequently than triennially 
thereafter, the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall review and 
update, as necessary, the current policies 
and manuals of the Office of Field Oper-
ations related to inspections at ports of 
entry, and the U.S. Border Patrol related to 
inspections between ports of entry, to ensure 
the uniform implementation of inspection 
practices that will effectively respond to 
technological and methodological changes 
designed to disguise unlawful activity, such 
as the smuggling of drugs and humans, along 
the border. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later 
than 90 days after each update required 
under subsection (a), the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs and the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the Senate a report that summa-
rizes any policy and manual changes pursu-
ant to subsection (a). 
SEC. 118. PUBLICATION BY U.S. CUSTOMS AND 

BORDER PROTECTION OF OPER-
ATIONAL STATISTICS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than the sev-
enth day of each month beginning with the 
second full month after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
publish on a publicly available website of the 
Department of Homeland Security informa-
tion relating to the total number of alien en-
counters and nationalities, unique alien en-
counters and nationalities, gang affiliated 
apprehensions and nationalities, drug sei-
zures, alien encounters included in the ter-
rorist screening database and nationalities, 
arrests of criminal aliens or individuals 
wanted by law enforcement and nationali-
ties, known got aways, encounters with de-
ceased aliens, and all other related or associ-
ated statistics recorded by U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection during the immediately 
preceding month. Each such publication 
shall include the following: 

(1) The aggregate such number, and such 
number disaggregated by geographic regions, 
of such recordings and encounters, including 
specifications relating to whether such re-
cordings and encounters were at the south-
west, northern, or maritime border. 

(2) An identification of the Office of Field 
Operations field office, U.S. Border Patrol 
sector, or Air and Marine Operations branch 
making each recording or encounter. 

(3) Information relating to whether each 
recording or encounter of an alien was of a 

single adult, an unaccompanied alien child, 
or an individual in a family unit. 

(4) Information relating to the processing 
disposition of each alien recording or en-
counter. 

(5) Information relating to the nationality 
of each alien who is the subject of each re-
cording or encounter. 

(6) The total number of individuals in-
cluded in the terrorist screening database (as 
such term is defined in section 2101 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 621)) 
who have repeatedly attempted to cross un-
lawfully into the United States. 

(7) The total number of individuals in-
cluded in the terrorist screening database 
who have been apprehended, including infor-
mation relating to whether such individuals 
were released into the United States or re-
moved. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—If the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection in any 
month does not publish the information re-
quired under subsection (a), or does not pub-
lish such information by the date specified in 
such subsection, the Commissioner shall 
brief the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate regarding 
the reason relating thereto, as the case may 
be, by not later than the date that is two 
business days after the tenth day of such 
month. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ALIEN ENCOUNTERS.—The term ‘‘alien 

encounters’’ means aliens apprehended, de-
termined inadmissible, or processed for re-
moval by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion. 

(2) GOT AWAY.—The term ‘‘got away’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 
1092(a) of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (6 U.S.C. 223(a)). 

(3) TERRORIST SCREENING DATABASE.—The 
term ‘‘terrorist screening database’’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 2101 of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
621). 

(4) UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHILD.—The term 
‘‘unaccompanied alien child’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 462(g) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
279(g)). 
SEC. 119. ALIEN CRIMINAL BACKGROUND 

CHECKS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than seven days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner shall certify to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Sen-
ate that CBP has real-time access to the 
criminal history databases of all countries of 
origin and transit for aliens encountered by 
CBP to perform criminal history background 
checks for such aliens. 

(b) STANDARDS.—The certification required 
under subsection (a) shall also include a de-
termination whether the criminal history 
databases of a country are accurate, up to 
date, digitized, searchable, and otherwise 
meet the standards of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for criminal history databases 
maintained by State and local governments. 

(c) CERTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall an-
nually submit to the Committee on Home-
land Security and the Committee on the Ju-
diciary of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the Senate a certification 
that each database referred to in subsection 
(b) which the Secretary accessed or sought 
to access pursuant to this section met the 
standards described in subsection (b). 
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SEC. 120. PROHIBITED IDENTIFICATION DOCU-

MENTS AT AIRPORT SECURITY 
CHECKPOINTS; NOTIFICATION TO 
IMMIGRATION AGENCIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 
not accept as valid proof of identification a 
prohibited identification document at an air-
port security checkpoint. 

(b) NOTIFICATION TO IMMIGRATION AGEN-
CIES.—If an individual presents a prohibited 
identification document to an officer of the 
Transportation Security Administration at 
an airport security checkpoint, the Adminis-
trator shall promptly notify the Director of 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
the Director of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, and the head of the appropriate 
local law enforcement agency to determine 
whether the individual is in violation of any 
term of release from the custody of any such 
agency. 

(c) ENTRY INTO STERILE AREAS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), if an individual is found to be 
in violation of any term of release under sub-
section (b), the Administrator may not per-
mit such individual to enter a sterile area. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—An individual presenting a 
prohibited identification document under 
this section may enter a sterile area if the 
individual— 

(A) is leaving the United States for the 
purposes of removal or deportation; or 

(B) presents a covered identification docu-
ment. 

(d) COLLECTION OF BIOMETRIC INFORMATION 
FROM CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS SEEKING ENTRY 
INTO THE STERILE AREA OF AN AIRPORT.—Be-
ginning not later than 120 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall collect biometric information 
from an individual described in subsection 
(e) prior to authorizing such individual to 
enter into a sterile area. 

(e) INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED.—An individual 
described in this subsection is an individual 
who— 

(1) is seeking entry into the sterile area of 
an airport; 

(2) does not present a covered identifica-
tion document; and 

(3) the Administrator cannot verify is a na-
tional of the United States. 

(f) PARTICIPATION IN IDENT.—Beginning 
not later than 120 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Administrator, in 
coordination with the Secretary, shall sub-
mit biometric data collected under this sec-
tion to the Automated Biometric Identifica-
tion System (IDENT). 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration. 

(2) BIOMETRIC INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘bi-
ometric information’’ means any of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) A fingerprint. 
(B) A palm print. 
(C) A photograph, including— 
(i) a photograph of an individual’s face for 

use with facial recognition technology; and 
(ii) a photograph of any physical or ana-

tomical feature, such as a scar, skin mark, 
or tattoo. 

(D) A signature. 
(E) A voice print. 
(F) An iris image. 
(3) COVERED IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT.— 

The term ‘‘covered identification document’’ 
means any of the following, if the document 
is valid and unexpired: 

(A) A United States passport or passport 
card. 

(B) A biometrically secure card issued by a 
trusted traveler program of the Department 
of Homeland Security, including— 

(i) Global Entry; 

(ii) Nexus; 
(iii) Secure Electronic Network for Trav-

elers Rapid Inspection (SENTRI); and 
(iv) Free and Secure Trade (FAST). 
(C) An identification card issued by the De-

partment of Defense, including such a card 
issued to a dependent. 

(D) Any document required for admission 
to the United States under section 211(a) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1181(a)). 

(E) An enhanced driver’s license issued by 
a State. 

(F) A photo identification card issued by a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe. 

(G) A personal identity verification creden-
tial issued in accordance with Homeland Se-
curity Presidential Directive 12. 

(H) A driver’s license issued by a province 
of Canada. 

(I) A Secure Certificate of Indian Status 
issued by the Government of Canada. 

(J) A Transportation Worker Identification 
Credential. 

(K) A Merchant Mariner Credential issued 
by the Coast Guard. 

(L) A Veteran Health Identification Card 
issued by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

(M) Any other document the Adminis-
trator determines, pursuant to a rule mak-
ing in accordance with section 553 of title 5, 
United States Code, will satisfy the identity 
verification procedures of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration. 

(4) IMMIGRATION LAWS.—The term ‘‘immi-
gration laws’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 101 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 

(5) PROHIBITED IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT.— 
The term ‘‘prohibited identification docu-
ment’’ means any of the following (or any 
applicable successor form): 

(A) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–200, Warrant for Arrest of 
Alien. 

(B) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–205, Warrant of Removal/ 
Deportation. 

(C) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–220A, Order of Release on 
Recognizance. 

(D) U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement Form I–220B, Order of Super-
vision. 

(E) Department of Homeland Security 
Form I–862, Notice to Appear. 

(F) U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Form I–94, Arrival/Departure Record (includ-
ing a print-out of an electronic record). 

(G) Department of Homeland Security 
Form I–385, Notice to Report. 

(H) Any document that directs an indi-
vidual to report to the Department of Home-
land Security. 

(I) Any Department of Homeland Security 
work authorization or employment 
verification document. 

(6) STERILE AREA.—The term ‘‘sterile area’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
1540.5 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or any successor regulation. 
SEC. 121. PROHIBITION AGAINST ANY COVID–19 

VACCINE MANDATE OR ADVERSE AC-
TION AGAINST DHS EMPLOYEES. 

(a) LIMITATION ON IMPOSITION OF NEW MAN-
DATE.—The Secretary may not issue any 
COVID–19 vaccine mandate unless Congress 
expressly authorizes such a mandate. 

(b) PROHIBITION ON ADVERSE ACTION.—The 
Secretary may not take any adverse action 
against a Department employee based solely 
on the refusal of such employee to receive a 
vaccine for COVID–19. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall report to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate on the following: 

(1) The number of Department employees 
who were terminated or resigned due to the 
COVID–19 vaccine mandate. 

(2) An estimate of the cost to reinstate 
such employees. 

(3) How the Department would effectuate 
reinstatement of such employees. 

(d) RETENTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
UNVACCINATED EMPLOYEES.—The Secretary 
shall make every effort to retain Depart-
ment employees who are not vaccinated 
against COVID–19 and provide such employ-
ees with professional development, pro-
motion and leadership opportunities, and 
consideration equal to that of their peers. 
SEC. 122. CBP ONE APP LIMITATION. 

(a) LIMITATION.—The Department may use 
the CBP One Mobile Application or any 
other similar program, application, internet- 
based portal, website, device, or initiative 
only for inspection of perishable cargo. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Commissioner shall report to the Committee 
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate the date on which CBP began 
using CBP One to allow aliens to schedule 
interviews at land ports of entry, how many 
aliens have scheduled interviews at land 
ports of entry using CBP One, the nationali-
ties of such aliens, and the stated final des-
tinations of such aliens within the United 
States, if any. 
SEC. 123. REPORT ON MEXICAN DRUG CARTELS. 

Not later than 60 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, Congress shall com-
mission a report that contains the following: 

(1) A national strategy to address Mexican 
drug cartels, and a determination regarding 
whether there should be a designation estab-
lished to address such cartels. 

(2) Information relating to actions by such 
cartels that causes harm to the United 
States. 
SEC. 124. GAO STUDY ON COSTS INCURRED BY 

STATES TO SECURE THE SOUTH-
WEST BORDER. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall conduct a study to examine the costs 
incurred by individual States as a result of 
actions taken by such States in support of 
the Federal mission to secure the southwest 
border, and the feasibility of a program to 
reimburse such States for such costs. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The study required under 
subsection (a) shall include consideration of 
the following: 

(1) Actions taken by the Department of 
Homeland Security that have contributed to 
costs described in such subsection incurred 
by States to secure the border in the absence 
of Federal action, including the termination 
of the Migrant Protection Protocols and can-
cellation of border wall construction. 

(2) Actions taken by individual States 
along the southwest border to secure their 
borders, and the costs associated with such 
actions. 

(3) The feasibility of a program within the 
Department of Homeland Security to reim-
burse States for the costs incurred in sup-
port of the Federal mission to secure the 
southwest border. 
SEC. 125. REPORT BY INSPECTOR GENERAL OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act and an-
nually thereafter for five years, the Inspec-
tor General of the Department of Homeland 
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Security shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a report examining the economic 
and security impact of mass migration to 
municipalities and States along the south-
west border. Such report shall include infor-
mation regarding costs incurred by the fol-
lowing: 

(1) State and local law enforcement to se-
cure the southwest border. 

(2) Public school districts to educate stu-
dents who are aliens unlawfully present in 
the United States. 

(3) Healthcare providers to provide care to 
aliens unlawfully present in the United 
States who have not paid for such care. 

(4) Farmers and ranchers due to migration 
impacts to their properties. 

(b) CONSULTATION.—To produce the report 
required under subsection (a), the Inspector 
General of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity shall consult with the individuals and 
representatives of the entities described in 
paragraphs (1) through (4) of such subsection. 
SEC. 126. OFFSETTING AUTHORIZATIONS OF AP-

PROPRIATIONS. 
(a) OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY AND EMER-

GENCY MANAGEMENT.—No funds are author-
ized to be appropriated for the Alternatives 
to Detention Case Management Pilot Pro-
gram or the Office of the Immigration De-
tention Ombudsman for the Office of the 
Secretary and Emergency Management of 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

(b) MANAGEMENT DIRECTORATE.—No funds 
are authorized to be appropriated for electric 
vehicles or St. Elizabeths campus construc-
tion for the Management Directorate of the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

(c) INTELLIGENCE, ANALYSIS, AND SITUA-
TIONAL AWARENESS.—There is authorized to 
be appropriated $216,000,000 for Intelligence, 
Analysis, and Situational Awareness of the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

(d) U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-
TION.—No funds are authorized to be appro-
priated for the Shelter Services Program for 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 
SEC. 127. REPORT TO CONGRESS ON FOREIGN 

TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act 
and annually thereafter for five years, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate an assess-
ment of foreign terrorist organizations at-
tempting to move their members or affili-
ates into the United States through the 
southern, northern, or maritime border. 

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘foreign terrorist organization’’ means an 
organization described in section 219 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1189). 
SEC. 128. ASSESSMENT BY INSPECTOR GENERAL 

OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOME-
LAND SECURITY ON THE MITIGA-
TION OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYS-
TEMS AT THE SOUTHWEST BORDER. 

Not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Inspector General 
of the Department of Homeland Security 
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland 
Security of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate an as-
sessment of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s ability to mitigate unmanned aircraft 
systems at the southwest border. Such as-
sessment shall include information regard-
ing any intervention between January 1, 
2021, and the date of the enactment of this 
Act, by any Federal agency affecting in any 

manner U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion’s authority to so mitigate such systems. 

DIVISION C—IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

TITLE I—ASYLUM REFORM AND BORDER 
PROTECTION 

SEC. 101. SAFE THIRD COUNTRY. 
Section 208(a)(2)(A) of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(a)(2)(A)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘if the Attorney General de-
termines’’ and inserting ‘‘if the Attorney 
General or the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity determines—’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘that the alien may be re-
moved’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(i) that the alien may be removed’’; 
(3) by striking ‘‘, pursuant to a bilateral or 

multilateral agreement, to’’ and inserting 
‘‘to’’; 

(4) by inserting ‘‘or the Secretary, on a 
case by case basis,’’ before ‘‘finds that’’; 

(5) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(6) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) that the alien entered, attempted to 

enter, or arrived in the United States after 
transiting through at least one country out-
side the alien’s country of citizenship, na-
tionality, or last lawful habitual residence 
en route to the United States, unless— 

‘‘(I) the alien demonstrates that he or she 
applied for protection from persecution or 
torture in at least one country outside the 
alien’s country of citizenship, nationality, or 
last lawful habitual residence through which 
the alien transited en route to the United 
States, and the alien received a final judg-
ment denying the alien protection in each 
country; 

‘‘(II) the alien demonstrates that he or she 
was a victim of a severe form of trafficking 
in which a commercial sex act was induced 
by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the 
person induced to perform such act was 
under the age of 18 years; or in which the 
trafficking included the recruitment, har-
boring, transportation, provision, or obtain-
ing of a person for labor or services through 
the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the 
purpose of subjection to involuntary ser-
vitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery, 
and was unable to apply for protection from 
persecution in each country through which 
the alien transited en route to the United 
States as a result of such severe form of traf-
ficking; or 

‘‘(III) the only countries through which the 
alien transited en route to the United States 
were, at the time of the transit, not parties 
to the 1951 United Nations Convention relat-
ing to the Status of Refugees, the 1967 Pro-
tocol Relating to the Status of Refugees, or 
the United Nations Convention against Tor-
ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment.’’. 
SEC. 102. CREDIBLE FEAR INTERVIEWS. 

Section 235(b)(1)(B)(v) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1225(b)(1)(B)(v)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘there is a signifi-
cant possibility’’ and all that follows, and in-
serting ‘‘, taking into account the credibility 
of the statements made by the alien in sup-
port of the alien’s claim, as determined pur-
suant to section 208(b)(1)(B)(iii), and such 
other facts as are known to the officer, the 
alien more likely than not could establish 
eligibility for asylum under section 208, and 
it is more likely than not that the state-
ments made by, and on behalf of, the alien in 
support of the alien’s claim are true.’’. 
SEC. 103. CLARIFICATION OF ASYLUM ELIGI-

BILITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 208(b)(1)(A) of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158(b)(1)(A)) is amended by inserting after 

‘‘section 101(a)(42)(A)’’ the following: ‘‘(in ac-
cordance with the rules set forth in this sec-
tion), and is eligible to apply for asylum 
under subsection (a)’’. 

(b) PLACE OF ARRIVAL.—Section 208(a)(1) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1158(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘or who arrives in the 
United States (whether or not at a des-
ignated port of arrival and including an alien 
who is brought to the United States after 
having been interdicted in international or 
United States waters),’’; and 

(2) by inserting after ‘‘United States’’ the 
following: ‘‘and has arrived in the United 
States at a port of entry (including an alien 
who is brought to the United States after 
having been interdicted in international or 
United States waters),’’. 
SEC. 104. EXCEPTIONS. 

Paragraph (2) of section 208(b) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158(b)(2)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) shall not 

apply to an alien if the Secretary of Home-
land Security or the Attorney General deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(i) the alien ordered, incited, assisted, or 
otherwise participated in the persecution of 
any person on account of race, religion, na-
tionality, membership in a particular social 
group, or political opinion; 

‘‘(ii) the alien has been convicted of any 
felony under Federal, State, tribal, or local 
law; 

‘‘(iii) the alien has been convicted of any 
misdemeanor offense under Federal, State, 
tribal, or local law involving— 

‘‘(I) the unlawful possession or use of an 
identification document, authentication fea-
ture, or false identification document (as 
those terms and phrases are defined in the 
jurisdiction where the conviction occurred), 
unless the alien can establish that the con-
viction resulted from circumstances showing 
that— 

‘‘(aa) the document or feature was pre-
sented before boarding a common carrier; 

‘‘(bb) the document or feature related to 
the alien’s eligibility to enter the United 
States; 

‘‘(cc) the alien used the document or fea-
ture to depart a country wherein the alien 
has claimed a fear of persecution; and 

‘‘(dd) the alien claimed a fear of persecu-
tion without delay upon presenting himself 
or herself to an immigration officer upon ar-
rival at a United States port of entry; 

‘‘(II) the unlawful receipt of a Federal pub-
lic benefit (as defined in section 401(c) of the 
Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor-
tunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 
1611(c))), from a Federal entity, or the unlaw-
ful receipt of similar public benefits from a 
State, tribal, or local entity; or 

‘‘(III) possession or trafficking of a con-
trolled substance or controlled substance 
paraphernalia, as those phrases are defined 
under the law of the jurisdiction where the 
conviction occurred, other than a single of-
fense involving possession for one’s own use 
of 30 grams or less of marijuana (as mari-
juana is defined under the law of the juris-
diction where the conviction occurred); 

‘‘(iv) the alien has been convicted of an of-
fense arising under paragraph (1)(A) or (2) of 
section 274(a), or under section 276; 

‘‘(v) the alien has been convicted of a Fed-
eral, State, tribal, or local crime that the 
Attorney General or Secretary of Homeland 
Security knows, or has reason to believe, 
was committed in support, promotion, or 
furtherance of the activity of a criminal 
street gang (as defined under the law of the 
jurisdiction where the conviction occurred or 
in section 521(a) of title 18, United States 
Code); 
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‘‘(vi) the alien has been convicted of an of-

fense for driving while intoxicated or im-
paired, as those terms are defined under the 
law of the jurisdiction where the conviction 
occurred (including a conviction for driving 
while under the influence of or impaired by 
alcohol or drugs), without regard to whether 
the conviction is classified as a misdemeanor 
or felony under Federal, State, tribal, or 
local law, in which such intoxicated or im-
paired driving was a cause of serious bodily 
injury or death of another person; 

‘‘(vii) the alien has been convicted of more 
than one offense for driving while intoxi-
cated or impaired, as those terms are defined 
under the law of the jurisdiction where the 
conviction occurred (including a conviction 
for driving while under the influence of or 
impaired by alcohol or drugs), without re-
gard to whether the conviction is classified 
as a misdemeanor or felony under Federal, 
State, tribal, or local law; 

‘‘(viii) the alien has been convicted of a 
crime— 

‘‘(I) that involves conduct amounting to a 
crime of stalking; 

‘‘(II) of child abuse, child neglect, or child 
abandonment; or 

‘‘(III) that involves conduct amounting to 
a domestic assault or battery offense, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(aa) a misdemeanor crime of domestic vi-
olence, as described in section 921(a)(33) of 
title 18, United States Code; 

‘‘(bb) a crime of domestic violence, as de-
scribed in section 40002(a)(12) of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 
12291(a)(12)); or 

‘‘(cc) any crime based on conduct in which 
the alien harassed, coerced, intimidated, vol-
untarily or recklessly used (or threatened to 
use) force or violence against, or inflicted 
physical injury or physical pain, however 
slight, upon a person— 

‘‘(AA) who is a current or former spouse of 
the alien; 

‘‘(BB) with whom the alien shares a child; 
‘‘(CC) who is cohabitating with, or who has 

cohabitated with, the alien as a spouse; 
‘‘(DD) who is similarly situated to a spouse 

of the alien under the domestic or family vi-
olence laws of the jurisdiction where the of-
fense occurred; or 

‘‘(EE) who is protected from that alien’s 
acts under the domestic or family violence 
laws of the United States or of any State, 
tribal government, or unit of local govern-
ment; 

‘‘(ix) the alien has engaged in acts of bat-
tery or extreme cruelty upon a person and 
the person— 

‘‘(I) is a current or former spouse of the 
alien; 

‘‘(II) shares a child with the alien; 
‘‘(III) cohabitates or has cohabitated with 

the alien as a spouse; 
‘‘(IV) is similarly situated to a spouse of 

the alien under the domestic or family vio-
lence laws of the jurisdiction where the of-
fense occurred; or 

‘‘(V) is protected from that alien’s acts 
under the domestic or family violence laws 
of the United States or of any State, tribal 
government, or unit of local government; 

‘‘(x) the alien, having been convicted by a 
final judgment of a particularly serious 
crime, constitutes a danger to the commu-
nity of the United States; 

‘‘(xi) there are serious reasons for believing 
that the alien has committed a serious non-
political crime outside the United States 
prior to the arrival of the alien in the United 
States; 

‘‘(xii) there are reasonable grounds for re-
garding the alien as a danger to the security 
of the United States; 

‘‘(xiii) the alien is described in subclause 
(I), (II), (III), (IV), or (VI) of section 

212(a)(3)(B)(i) or section 237(a)(4)(B) (relating 
to terrorist activity), unless, in the case only 
of an alien inadmissible under subclause (IV) 
of section 212(a)(3)(B)(i), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
determines, in the Secretary’s or the Attor-
ney General’s discretion, that there are not 
reasonable grounds for regarding the alien as 
a danger to the security of the United 
States; 

‘‘(xiv) the alien was firmly resettled in an-
other country prior to arriving in the United 
States; or 

‘‘(xv) there are reasonable grounds for con-
cluding the alien could avoid persecution by 
relocating to another part of the alien’s 
country of nationality or, in the case of an 
alien having no nationality, another part of 
the alien’s country of last habitual resi-
dence. 

‘‘(B) SPECIAL RULES.— 
‘‘(i) PARTICULARLY SERIOUS CRIME; SERIOUS 

NONPOLITICAL CRIME OUTSIDE THE UNITED 
STATES.— 

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(x), the Attorney General or Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in their discre-
tion, may determine that a conviction con-
stitutes a particularly serious crime based 
on— 

‘‘(aa) the nature of the conviction; 
‘‘(bb) the type of sentence imposed; or 
‘‘(cc) the circumstances and underlying 

facts of the conviction. 
‘‘(II) DETERMINATION.—In making a deter-

mination under subclause (I), the Attorney 
General or Secretary of Homeland Security 
may consider all reliable information and is 
not limited to facts found by the criminal 
court or provided in the underlying record of 
conviction. 

‘‘(III) TREATMENT OF FELONIES.—In making 
a determination under subclause (I), an alien 
who has been convicted of a felony (as de-
fined under this section) or an aggravated 
felony (as defined under section 101(a)(43)), 
shall be considered to have been convicted of 
a particularly serious crime. 

‘‘(IV) INTERPOL RED NOTICE.—In making a 
determination under subparagraph (A)(xi), 
an Interpol Red Notice may constitute reli-
able evidence that the alien has committed a 
serious nonpolitical crime outside the 
United States. 

‘‘(ii) CRIMES AND EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(I) DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED OR IM-

PAIRED.—A finding under subparagraph 
(A)(vi) does not require the Attorney General 
or Secretary of Homeland Security to find 
the first conviction for driving while intoxi-
cated or impaired (including a conviction for 
driving while under the influence of or im-
paired by alcohol or drugs) as a predicate of-
fense. The Attorney General or Secretary of 
Homeland Security need only make a factual 
determination that the alien previously was 
convicted for driving while intoxicated or 
impaired as those terms are defined under 
the jurisdiction where the conviction oc-
curred (including a conviction for driving 
while under the influence of or impaired by 
alcohol or drugs). 

‘‘(II) STALKING AND OTHER CRIMES.—In 
making a determination under subparagraph 
(A)(viii), including determining the existence 
of a domestic relationship between the alien 
and the victim, the underlying conduct of 
the crime may be considered, and the Attor-
ney General or Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity is not limited to facts found by the 
criminal court or provided in the underlying 
record of conviction. 

‘‘(III) BATTERY OR EXTREME CRUELTY.—In 
making a determination under subparagraph 
(A)(ix), the phrase ‘battery or extreme cru-
elty’ includes— 

‘‘(aa) any act or threatened act of violence, 
including any forceful detention, which re-

sults or threatens to result in physical or 
mental injury; 

‘‘(bb) psychological or sexual abuse or ex-
ploitation, including rape, molestation, in-
cest, or forced prostitution, shall be consid-
ered acts of violence; and 

‘‘(cc) other abusive acts, including acts 
that, in and of themselves, may not initially 
appear violent, but that are a part of an 
overall pattern of violence. 

‘‘(IV) EXCEPTION FOR VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE.—An alien who was convicted of an 
offense described in clause (viii) or (ix) of 
subparagraph (A) is not ineligible for asylum 
on that basis if the alien satisfies the cri-
teria under section 237(a)(7)(A). 

‘‘(C) SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES.—Paragraph 
(1) shall not apply to an alien whose claim is 
based on— 

‘‘(i) personal animus or retribution, includ-
ing personal animus in which the alleged 
persecutor has not targeted, or manifested 
an animus against, other members of an al-
leged particular social group in addition to 
the member who has raised the claim at 
issue; 

‘‘(ii) the applicant’s generalized dis-
approval of, disagreement with, or opposi-
tion to criminal, terrorist, gang, guerilla, or 
other non-state organizations absent expres-
sive behavior in furtherance of a discrete 
cause against such organizations related to 
control of a State or expressive behavior 
that is antithetical to the State or a legal 
unit of the State; 

‘‘(iii) the applicant’s resistance to recruit-
ment or coercion by guerrilla, criminal, 
gang, terrorist, or other non-state organiza-
tions; 

‘‘(iv) the targeting of the applicant for 
criminal activity for financial gain based on 
wealth or affluence or perceptions of wealth 
or affluence; 

‘‘(v) the applicant’s criminal activity; or 
‘‘(vi) the applicant’s perceived, past or 

present, gang affiliation. 
‘‘(D) DEFINITIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this 

paragraph: 
‘‘(I) FELONY.—The term ‘felony’ means— 
‘‘(aa) any crime defined as a felony by the 

relevant jurisdiction (Federal, State, tribal, 
or local) of conviction; or 

‘‘(bb) any crime punishable by more than 
one year of imprisonment. 

‘‘(II) MISDEMEANOR.—The term ‘mis-
demeanor’ means— 

‘‘(aa) any crime defined as a misdemeanor 
by the relevant jurisdiction (Federal, State, 
tribal, or local) of conviction; or 

‘‘(bb) any crime not punishable by more 
than one year of imprisonment. 

‘‘(ii) CLARIFICATIONS.— 
‘‘(I) CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of this 

paragraph, whether any activity or convic-
tion also may constitute a basis for removal 
is immaterial to a determination of asylum 
eligibility. 

‘‘(II) ATTEMPT, CONSPIRACY, OR SOLICITA-
TION.—For purposes of this paragraph, all 
references to a criminal offense or criminal 
conviction shall be deemed to include any 
attempt, conspiracy, or solicitation to com-
mit the offense or any other inchoate form of 
the offense. 

‘‘(III) EFFECT OF CERTAIN ORDERS.— 
‘‘(aa) IN GENERAL.—No order vacating a 

conviction, modifying a sentence, clarifying 
a sentence, or otherwise altering a convic-
tion or sentence shall have any effect under 
this paragraph unless the Attorney General 
or Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines that— 

‘‘(AA) the court issuing the order had juris-
diction and authority to do so; and 
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‘‘(BB) the order was not entered for reha-

bilitative purposes or for purposes of amelio-
rating the immigration consequences of the 
conviction or sentence. 

‘‘(bb) AMELIORATING IMMIGRATION CON-
SEQUENCES.—For purposes of item (aa)(BB), 
the order shall be presumed to be for the pur-
pose of ameliorating immigration con-
sequences if— 

‘‘(AA) the order was entered after the initi-
ation of any proceeding to remove the alien 
from the United States; or 

‘‘(BB) the alien moved for the order more 
than one year after the date of the original 
order of conviction or sentencing, whichever 
is later. 

‘‘(cc) AUTHORITY OF IMMIGRATION JUDGE.— 
An immigration judge is not limited to con-
sideration only of material included in any 
order vacating a conviction, modifying a 
sentence, or clarifying a sentence to deter-
mine whether such order should be given any 
effect under this paragraph, but may con-
sider such additional information as the im-
migration judge determines appropriate. 

‘‘(E) ADDITIONAL LIMITATIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the Attorney 
General may by regulation establish addi-
tional limitations and conditions, consistent 
with this section, under which an alien shall 
be ineligible for asylum under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(F) NO JUDICIAL REVIEW.—There shall be 
no judicial review of a determination of the 
Secretary of Homeland Security or the At-
torney General under subparagraph 
(A)(xiii).’’. 
SEC. 105. EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION. 

Paragraph (2) of section 208(d) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(2) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORIZATION PERMITTED.—An appli-

cant for asylum is not entitled to employ-
ment authorization, but such authorization 
may be provided under regulation by the 
Secretary of Homeland Security. An appli-
cant who is not otherwise eligible for em-
ployment authorization shall not be granted 
such authorization prior to the date that is 
180 days after the date of filing of the appli-
cation for asylum. 

‘‘(B) TERMINATION.—Each grant of employ-
ment authorization under subparagraph (A), 
and any renewal or extension thereof, shall 
be valid for a period of 6 months, except that 
such authorization, renewal, or extension 
shall terminate prior to the end of such 6 
month period as follows: 

‘‘(i) Immediately following the denial of an 
asylum application by an asylum officer, un-
less the case is referred to an immigration 
judge. 

‘‘(ii) 30 days after the date on which an im-
migration judge denies an asylum applica-
tion, unless the alien timely appeals to the 
Board of Immigration Appeals. 

‘‘(iii) Immediately following the denial by 
the Board of Immigration Appeals of an ap-
peal of a denial of an asylum application. 

‘‘(C) RENEWAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security may not grant, renew, or ex-
tend employment authorization to an alien if 
the alien was previously granted employ-
ment authorization under subparagraph (A), 
and the employment authorization was ter-
minated pursuant to a circumstance de-
scribed in subparagraph (B)(i), (ii), or (iii), 
unless a Federal court of appeals remands 
the alien’s case to the Board of Immigration 
Appeals. 

‘‘(D) INELIGIBILITY.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security may not grant employ-
ment authorization to an alien under this 
paragraph if the alien— 

‘‘(i) is ineligible for asylum under sub-
section (b)(2)(A); or 

‘‘(ii) entered or attempted to enter the 
United States at a place and time other than 

lawfully through a United States port of 
entry.’’. 
SEC. 106. ASYLUM FEES. 

Paragraph (3) of section 208(d) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(3) FEES.— 
‘‘(A) APPLICATION FEE.—A fee of not less 

than $50 for each application for asylum 
shall be imposed. Such fee shall not exceed 
the cost of adjudicating the application. 
Such fee shall not apply to an unaccom-
panied alien child who files an asylum appli-
cation in proceedings under section 240. 

‘‘(B) EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATION.—A fee 
may also be imposed for the consideration of 
an application for employment authorization 
under this section and for adjustment of sta-
tus under section 209(b). Such a fee shall not 
exceed the cost of adjudicating the applica-
tion. 

‘‘(C) PAYMENT.—Fees under this paragraph 
may be assessed and paid over a period of 
time or by installments. 

‘‘(D) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to limit 
the authority of the Attorney General or 
Secretary of Homeland Security to set adju-
dication and naturalization fees in accord-
ance with section 286(m).’’. 
SEC. 107. RULES FOR DETERMINING ASYLUM ELI-

GIBILITY. 
Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(f) RULES FOR DETERMINING ASYLUM ELIGI-
BILITY.—In making a determination under 
subsection (b)(1)(A) with respect to whether 
an alien is a refugee within the meaning of 
section 101(a)(42)(A), the following shall 
apply: 

‘‘(1) PARTICULAR SOCIAL GROUP.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the Attorney 
General shall not determine that an alien is 
a member of a particular social group unless 
the alien articulates on the record, or pro-
vides a basis on the record for determining, 
the definition and boundaries of the alleged 
particular social group, establishes that the 
particular social group exists independently 
from the alleged persecution, and establishes 
that the alien’s claim of membership in a 
particular social group does not involve— 

‘‘(A) past or present criminal activity or 
association (including gang membership); 

‘‘(B) presence in a country with generalized 
violence or a high crime rate; 

‘‘(C) being the subject of a recruitment ef-
fort by criminal, terrorist, or persecutory 
groups; 

‘‘(D) the targeting of the applicant for 
criminal activity for financial gain based on 
perceptions of wealth or affluence; 

‘‘(E) interpersonal disputes of which gov-
ernmental authorities in the relevant soci-
ety or region were unaware or uninvolved; 

‘‘(F) private criminal acts of which govern-
mental authorities in the relevant society or 
region were unaware or uninvolved; 

‘‘(G) past or present terrorist activity or 
association; 

‘‘(H) past or present persecutory activity 
or association; or 

‘‘(I) status as an alien returning from the 
United States. 

‘‘(2) POLITICAL OPINION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
may not determine that an alien holds a po-
litical opinion with respect to which the 
alien is subject to persecution if the political 
opinion is constituted solely by generalized 
disapproval of, disagreement with, or opposi-
tion to criminal, terrorist, gang, guerilla, or 
other non-state organizations and does not 
include expressive behavior in furtherance of 
a cause against such organizations related to 
efforts by the State to control such organiza-

tions or behavior that is antithetical to or 
otherwise opposes the ruling legal entity of 
the State or a unit thereof. 

‘‘(3) PERSECUTION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
may not determine that an alien has been 
subject to persecution or has a well-founded 
fear of persecution based only on— 

‘‘(A) the existence of laws or government 
policies that are unenforced or infrequently 
enforced, unless there is credible evidence 
that such a law or policy has been or would 
be applied to the applicant personally; or 

‘‘(B) the conduct of rogue foreign govern-
ment officials acting outside the scope of 
their official capacity. 

‘‘(4) DISCRETIONARY DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(A) ADVERSE DISCRETIONARY FACTORS.— 

The Secretary of Homeland Security or the 
Attorney General may only grant asylum to 
an alien if the alien establishes that he or 
she warrants a favorable exercise of discre-
tion. In making such a determination, the 
Attorney General or Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall consider, if applicable, an 
alien’s use of fraudulent documents to enter 
the United States, unless the alien arrived in 
the United States by air, sea, or land di-
rectly from the applicant’s home country 
without transiting through any other coun-
try. 

‘‘(B) FAVORABLE EXERCISE OF DISCRETION 
NOT PERMITTED.—Except as provided in sub-
paragraph (C), the Attorney General or Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall not favor-
ably exercise discretion under this section 
for any alien who— 

‘‘(i) has accrued more than one year of un-
lawful presence in the United States, as de-
fined in sections 212(a)(9)(B)(ii) and (iii), 
prior to filing an application for asylum; 

‘‘(ii) at the time the asylum application is 
filed with the immigration court or is re-
ferred from the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, has— 

‘‘(I) failed to timely file (or timely file a 
request for an extension of time to file) any 
required Federal, State, or local income tax 
returns; 

‘‘(II) failed to satisfy any outstanding Fed-
eral, State, or local tax obligations; or 

‘‘(III) income that would result in tax li-
ability under section 1 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and that was not reported 
to the Internal Revenue Service; 

‘‘(iii) has had two or more prior asylum ap-
plications denied for any reason; 

‘‘(iv) has withdrawn a prior asylum appli-
cation with prejudice or been found to have 
abandoned a prior asylum application; 

‘‘(v) failed to attend an interview regarding 
his or her asylum application with the De-
partment of Homeland Security, unless the 
alien shows by a preponderance of the evi-
dence that— 

‘‘(I) exceptional circumstances prevented 
the alien from attending the interview; or 

‘‘(II) the interview notice was not mailed 
to the last address provided by the alien or 
the alien’s representative and neither the 
alien nor the alien’s representative received 
notice of the interview; or 

‘‘(vi) was subject to a final order of re-
moval, deportation, or exclusion and did not 
file a motion to reopen to seek asylum based 
on changed country conditions within one 
year of the change in country conditions. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTIONS.—If one or more of the ad-
verse discretionary factors set forth in sub-
paragraph (B) are present, the Attorney Gen-
eral or the Secretary, may, notwithstanding 
such subparagraph (B), favorably exercise 
discretion under section 208— 

‘‘(i) in extraordinary circumstances, such 
as those involving national security or for-
eign policy considerations; or 

‘‘(ii) if the alien, by clear and convincing 
evidence, demonstrates that the denial of the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:44 Sep 30, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00079 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29SE6.033 S29SEPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4878 September 29, 2023 
application for asylum would result in excep-
tional and extremely unusual hardship to 
the alien. 

‘‘(5) LIMITATION.—If the Secretary or the 
Attorney General determines that an alien 
fails to satisfy the requirement under para-
graph (1), the alien may not be granted asy-
lum based on membership in a particular so-
cial group, and may not appeal the deter-
mination of the Secretary or Attorney Gen-
eral, as applicable. A determination under 
this paragraph shall not serve as the basis 
for any motion to reopen or reconsider an 
application for asylum or withholding of re-
moval for any reason, including a claim of 
ineffective assistance of counsel, unless the 
alien complies with the procedural require-
ments for such a motion and demonstrates 
that counsel’s failure to define, or provide a 
basis for defining, a formulation of a par-
ticular social group was both not a strategic 
choice and constituted egregious conduct. 

‘‘(6) STEREOTYPES.—Evidence offered in 
support of an application for asylum that 
promotes cultural stereotypes about a coun-
try, its inhabitants, or an alleged persecutor, 
including stereotypes based on race, religion, 
nationality, or gender, shall not be admis-
sible in adjudicating that application, except 
that evidence that an alleged persecutor 
holds stereotypical views of the applicant 
shall be admissible. 

‘‘(7) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(A) The term ‘membership in a particular 

social group’ means membership in a group 
that is— 

‘‘(i) composed of members who share a 
common immutable characteristic; 

‘‘(ii) defined with particularity; and 
‘‘(iii) socially distinct within the society in 

question. 
‘‘(B) The term ‘political opinion’ means an 

ideal or conviction in support of the further-
ance of a discrete cause related to political 
control of a state or a unit thereof. 

‘‘(C) The term ‘persecution’ means the in-
fliction of a severe level of harm consti-
tuting an exigent threat by the government 
of a country or by persons or an organization 
that the government was unable or unwilling 
to control. Such term does not include— 

‘‘(i) generalized harm or violence that 
arises out of civil, criminal, or military 
strife in a country; 

‘‘(ii) all treatment that the United States 
regards as unfair, offensive, unjust, unlawful, 
or unconstitutional; 

‘‘(iii) intermittent harassment, including 
brief detentions; 

‘‘(iv) threats with no actual effort to carry 
out the threats, except that particularized 
threats of severe harm of an immediate and 
menacing nature made by an identified enti-
ty may constitute persecution; or 

‘‘(v) non-severe economic harm or property 
damage.’’. 
SEC. 108. FIRM RESETTLEMENT. 

Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158), as amended by this 
title, is further amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(g) FIRM RESETTLEMENT.—In determining 
whether an alien was firmly resettled in an-
other country prior to arriving in the United 
States under subsection (b)(2)(A)(xiv), the 
following shall apply: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien shall be consid-
ered to have firmly resettled in another 
country if, after the events giving rise to the 
alien’s asylum claim— 

‘‘(A) the alien resided in a country through 
which the alien transited prior to arriving in 
or entering the United States and— 

‘‘(i) received or was eligible for any perma-
nent legal immigration status in that coun-
try; 

‘‘(ii) resided in such a country with any 
non-permanent but indefinitely renewable 

legal immigration status (including asylee, 
refugee, or similar status, but excluding sta-
tus of a tourist); or 

‘‘(iii) resided in such a country and could 
have applied for and obtained an immigra-
tion status described in clause (ii); 

‘‘(B) the alien physically resided volun-
tarily, and without continuing to suffer per-
secution or torture, in any one country for 
one year or more after departing his country 
of nationality or last habitual residence and 
prior to arrival in or entry into the United 
States, except for any time spent in Mexico 
by an alien who is not a native or citizen of 
Mexico solely as a direct result of being re-
turned to Mexico pursuant to section 
235(b)(3) or of being subject to metering; or 

‘‘(C) the alien is a citizen of a country 
other than the country in which the alien al-
leges a fear of persecution, or was a citizen 
of such a country in the case of an alien who 
renounces such citizenship, and the alien was 
present in that country after departing his 
country of nationality or last habitual resi-
dence and prior to arrival in or entry into 
the United States. 

‘‘(2) BURDEN OF PROOF.—If an immigration 
judge determines that an alien has firmly re-
settled in another country under paragraph 
(1), the alien shall bear the burden of proving 
the bar does not apply. 

‘‘(3) FIRM RESETTLEMENT OF PARENT.—An 
alien shall be presumed to have been firmly 
resettled in another country if the alien’s 
parent was firmly resettled in another coun-
try, the parent’s resettlement occurred be-
fore the alien turned 18 years of age, and the 
alien resided with such parent at the time of 
the firm resettlement, unless the alien estab-
lishes that he or she could not have derived 
any permanent legal immigration status or 
any non-permanent but indefinitely renew-
able legal immigration status (including asy-
lum, refugee, or similar status, but excluding 
status of a tourist) from the alien’s parent.’’. 
SEC. 109. NOTICE CONCERNING FRIVOLOUS ASY-

LUM APPLICATIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 208(d)(4) of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1158(d)(4)) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by inserting ‘‘the Secretary of Homeland 
Security or’’ before ‘‘the Attorney General’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and of 
the consequences, under paragraph (6), of 
knowingly filing a frivolous application for 
asylum; and’’ and inserting a semicolon; 

(3) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) ensure that a written warning appears 

on the asylum application advising the alien 
of the consequences of filing a frivolous ap-
plication and serving as notice to the alien 
of the consequence of filing a frivolous appli-
cation.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
208(d)(6) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1158(d)(6)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘If the’’ and all that follows and insert-
ing: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of 
Homeland Security or the Attorney General 
determines that an alien has knowingly 
made a frivolous application for asylum and 
the alien has received the notice under para-
graph (4)(C), the alien shall be permanently 
ineligible for any benefits under this chap-
ter, effective as the date of the final deter-
mination of such an application. 

‘‘(B) CRITERIA.—An application is frivolous 
if the Secretary of Homeland Security or the 
Attorney General determines, consistent 
with subparagraph (C), that— 

‘‘(i) it is so insufficient in substance that it 
is clear that the applicant knowingly filed 
the application solely or in part to delay re-
moval from the United States, to seek em-

ployment authorization as an applicant for 
asylum pursuant to regulations issued pursu-
ant to paragraph (2), or to seek issuance of a 
Notice to Appear in order to pursue Can-
cellation of Removal under section 240A(b); 
or 

‘‘(ii) any of the material elements are 
knowingly fabricated. 

‘‘(C) SUFFICIENT OPPORTUNITY TO CLARIFY.— 
In determining that an application is frivo-
lous, the Secretary or the Attorney General, 
must be satisfied that the applicant, during 
the course of the proceedings, has had suffi-
cient opportunity to clarify any discrep-
ancies or implausible aspects of the claim. 

‘‘(D) WITHHOLDING OF REMOVAL NOT PRE-
CLUDED.—For purposes of this section, a find-
ing that an alien filed a frivolous asylum ap-
plication shall not preclude the alien from 
seeking withholding of removal under sec-
tion 241(b)(3) or protection pursuant to the 
Convention Against Torture.’’. 
SEC. 110. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS. 

Section 208 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1158) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)(D), by inserting ‘‘Sec-

retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Attorney 

General’’ each place such term appears and 
inserting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘Sec-

retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’ each place such term 
appears; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Attor-

ney General’’ and inserting ‘‘Secretary of 
Homeland Security’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘Sec-
retary of Homeland Security or the’’ before 
‘‘Attorney General’’. 
SEC. 111. REQUIREMENT FOR PROCEDURES RE-

LATING TO CERTAIN ASYLUM APPLI-
CATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Attorney General shall establish proce-
dures to expedite the adjudication of asylum 
applications for aliens— 

(1) who are subject to removal proceedings 
under section 240 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1229a); and 

(2) who are nationals of a Western Hemi-
sphere country sanctioned by the United 
States, as described in subsection (b), as of 
January 1, 2023. 

(b) WESTERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRY SANC-
TIONED BY THE UNITED STATES DESCRIBED.— 
Subsection (a) shall apply only to an asylum 
application filed by an alien who is a na-
tional of a Western Hemisphere country sub-
ject to sanctions pursuant to— 

(1) the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Soli-
darity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (22 U.S.C. 
6021 note); 

(2) the Reinforcing Nicaragua’s Adherence 
to Conditions for Electoral Reform Act of 
2021 or the RENACER Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note); or 

(3) Executive Order 13692 (80 Fed. Reg. 
12747; declaring a national emergency with 
respect to the situation in Venezuela). 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall only 
apply to an alien who files an application for 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4879 September 29, 2023 
asylum after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 
TITLE II—BORDER SAFETY AND MIGRANT 

PROTECTION 
SEC. 201. INSPECTION OF APPLICANTS FOR AD-

MISSION. 
Section 235 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1225) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in clauses (i) and (ii), by striking ‘‘sec-

tion 212(a)(6)(C)’’ inserting ‘‘subparagraph 
(A) or (C) of section 212(a)(6)’’; and 

(II) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(iv) INELIGIBILITY FOR PAROLE.—An alien 

described in clause (i) or (ii) shall not be eli-
gible for parole except as expressly author-
ized pursuant to section 212(d)(5), or for pa-
role or release pursuant to section 236(a).’’; 
and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘asylum.’’ and 

inserting ‘‘asylum and shall not be released 
(including pursuant to parole or release pur-
suant to section 236(a) but excluding as ex-
pressly authorized pursuant to section 
212(d)(5)) other than to be removed or re-
turned to a country as described in para-
graph (3).’’; and 

(II) in clause (iii)(IV)— 
(aa) in the header by striking ‘‘DETENTION’’ 

and inserting ‘‘DETENTION, RETURN, OR RE-
MOVAL’’; and 

(bb) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The alien shall not be released (including 
pursuant to parole or release pursuant to 
section 236(a) but excluding as expressly au-
thorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) other 
than to be removed or returned to a country 
as described in paragraph (3).’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘Subject to subparagraphs 

(B) and (C),’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to sub-
paragraph (B) and paragraph (3),’’; and 

(II) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The alien shall not be released (including 
pursuant to parole or release pursuant to 
section 236(a) but excluding as expressly au-
thorized pursuant to section 212(d)(5)) other 
than to be removed or returned to a country 
as described in paragraph (3).’’; and 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (C); 
(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (5); and 
(D) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(3) RETURN TO FOREIGN TERRITORY CONTIG-

UOUS TO THE UNITED STATES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security may return to a foreign terri-
tory contiguous to the United States any 
alien arriving on land from that territory 
(whether or not at a designated port of 
entry) pending a proceeding under section 
240 or review of a determination under sub-
section (b)(1)(B)(iii)(III). 

‘‘(B) MANDATORY RETURN.—If at any time 
the Secretary of Homeland Security can-
not— 

‘‘(i) comply with its obligations to detain 
an alien as required under clauses (ii) and 
(iii)(IV) of subsection (b)(1)(B) and sub-
section (b)(2)(A); or 

‘‘(ii) remove an alien to a country de-
scribed in section 208(a)(2)(A), 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall, 
without exception, including pursuant to pa-
role or release pursuant to section 236(a) but 
excluding as expressly authorized pursuant 
to section 212(d)(5), return to a foreign terri-
tory contiguous to the United States any 
alien arriving on land from that territory 
(whether or not at a designated port of 
entry) pending a proceeding under section 
240 or review of a determination under sub-
section (b)(1)(B)(iii)(III). 

‘‘(4) ENFORCEMENT BY STATE ATTORNEYS 
GENERAL.—The attorney general of a State, 
or other authorized State officer, alleging a 
violation of the detention, return, or re-
moval requirements under paragraph (1), (2), 
or (3) that affects such State or its residents, 
may bring an action against the Secretary of 
Homeland Security on behalf of the residents 
of the State in an appropriate United States 
district court to obtain appropriate injunc-
tive relief.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) AUTHORITY TO PROHIBIT INTRODUCTION 

OF CERTAIN ALIENS.—If the Secretary of 
Homeland Security determines, in his discre-
tion, that the prohibition of the introduction 
of aliens who are inadmissible under sub-
paragraph (A) or (C) of section 212(a)(6) or 
under section 212(a)(7) at an international 
land or maritime border of the United States 
is necessary to achieve operational control 
(as defined in section 2 of the Secure Fence 
Act of 2006 (8 U.S.C. 1701 note)) of such bor-
der, the Secretary may prohibit, in whole or 
in part, the introduction of such aliens at 
such border for such period of time as the 
Secretary determines is necessary for such 
purpose.’’. 
SEC. 202. OPERATIONAL DETENTION FACILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 
30, 2023, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall take all necessary actions to reopen or 
restore all U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement detention facilities that were 
in operation on January 20, 2021, that subse-
quently closed or with respect to which the 
use was altered, reduced, or discontinued 
after January 20, 2021. In carrying out the re-
quirement under this subsection, the Sec-
retary may use the authority under section 
103(a)(11) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1103(a)(11)). 

(b) SPECIFIC FACILITIES.—The requirement 
under subsection (a) shall include at a min-
imum, reopening, or restoring, the following 
facilities: 

(1) Irwin County Detention Center in Geor-
gia. 

(2) C. Carlos Carreiro Immigration Deten-
tion Center in Bristol County, Massachu-
setts. 

(3) Etowah County Detention Center in 
Gadsden, Alabama. 

(4) Glades County Detention Center in 
Moore Haven, Florida. 

(5) South Texas Family Residential Center. 
(c) EXCEPTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraphs (2) and (3), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security is authorized to obtain 
equivalent capacity for detention facilities 
at locations other than those listed in sub-
section (b). 

(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not 
take action under paragraph (1) unless the 
capacity obtained would result in a reduc-
tion of time and cost relative to the cost and 
time otherwise required to obtain such ca-
pacity. 

(3) SOUTH TEXAS FAMILY RESIDENTIAL CEN-
TER.—The exception under paragraph (1) 
shall not apply to the South Texas Family 
Residential Center. The Secretary shall take 
all necessary steps to modify and operate the 
South Texas Family Residential Center in 
the same manner and capability it was oper-
ating on January 20, 2021. 

(d) PERIODIC REPORT.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and every 90 days thereafter until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall submit to the appropriate 
congressional committees a detailed plan for 
and a status report on— 

(1) compliance with the deadline under 
subsection (a); 

(2) the increase in detention capabilities 
required by this section— 

(A) for the 90-day period immediately pre-
ceding the date such report is submitted; and 

(B) for the period beginning on the first 
day of the fiscal year during which the re-
port is submitted, and ending on the date 
such report is submitted; 

(3) the number of detention beds that were 
used and the number of available detention 
beds that were not used during— 

(A) the 90-day period immediately pre-
ceding the date such report is submitted; and 

(B) the period beginning on the first day of 
the fiscal year during which the report is 
submitted, and ending on the date such re-
port is submitted; 

(4) the number of aliens released due to a 
lack of available detention beds; and 

(5) the resources the Department of Home-
land Security needs in order to comply with 
the requirements under this section. 

(e) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall notify Congress, and in-
clude with such notification a detailed de-
scription of the resources the Department of 
Homeland Security needs in order to detain 
all aliens whose detention is mandatory or 
nondiscretionary under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.)— 

(1) not later than 5 days after all U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement deten-
tion facilities reach 90 percent of capacity; 

(2) not later than 5 days after all U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement deten-
tion facilities reach 95 percent of capacity; 
and 

(3) not later than 5 days after all U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement deten-
tion facilities reach full capacity. 

(f) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
House of Representatives; 

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; 

(3) the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate; and 

(4) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate. 
TITLE III—PREVENTING UNCONTROLLED 

MIGRATION FLOWS IN THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE 

SEC. 301. UNITED STATES POLICY REGARDING 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE COOPERA-
TION ON IMMIGRATION AND ASY-
LUM. 

It is the policy of the United States to 
enter into agreements, accords, and memo-
randa of understanding with countries in the 
Western Hemisphere, the purposes of which 
are to advance the interests of the United 
States by reducing costs associated with ille-
gal immigration and to protect the human 
capital, societal traditions, and economic 
growth of other countries in the Western 
Hemisphere. It is further the policy of the 
United States to ensure that humanitarian 
and development assistance funding aimed 
at reducing illegal immigration is not ex-
pended on programs that have not proven to 
reduce illegal immigrant flows in the aggre-
gate. 
SEC. 302. NEGOTIATIONS BY SECRETARY OF 

STATE. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION TO NEGOTIATE.—The 

Secretary of State shall seek to negotiate 
agreements, accords, and memoranda of un-
derstanding between the United States, Mex-
ico, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
other countries in the Western Hemisphere 
with respect to cooperation and burden shar-
ing required for effective regional immigra-
tion enforcement, expediting legal claims by 
aliens for asylum, and the processing, deten-
tion, and repatriation of foreign nationals 
seeking to enter the United States unlaw-
fully. Such agreements shall be designed to 
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facilitate a regional approach to immigra-
tion enforcement and shall, at a minimum, 
provide that— 

(1) the Government of Mexico authorize 
and accept the rapid entrance into Mexico of 
nationals of countries other than Mexico 
who seek asylum in Mexico, and process the 
asylum claims of such nationals inside Mex-
ico, in accordance with both domestic law 
and international treaties and conventions 
governing the processing of asylum claims; 

(2) the Government of Mexico authorize 
and accept both the rapid entrance into Mex-
ico of all nationals of countries other than 
Mexico who are ineligible for asylum in Mex-
ico and wish to apply for asylum in the 
United States, whether or not at a port of 
entry, and the continued presence of such 
nationals in Mexico while they wait for the 
adjudication of their asylum claims to con-
clude in the United States; 

(3) the Government of Mexico commit to 
provide the individuals described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) with appropriate humani-
tarian protections; 

(4) the Government of Honduras, the Gov-
ernment of El Salvador, and the Government 
of Guatemala each authorize and accept the 
entrance into the respective countries of na-
tionals of other countries seeking asylum in 
the applicable such country and process such 
claims in accordance with applicable domes-
tic law and international treaties and con-
ventions governing the processing of asylum 
claims; 

(5) the Government of the United States 
commit to work to accelerate the adjudica-
tion of asylum claims and to conclude re-
moval proceedings in the wake of asylum ad-
judications as expeditiously as possible; 

(6) the Government of the United States 
commit to continue to assist the govern-
ments of countries in the Western Hemi-
sphere, such as the Government of Honduras, 
the Government of El Salvador, and the Gov-
ernment of Guatemala, by supporting the en-
hancement of asylum capacity in those coun-
tries; and 

(7) the Government of the United States 
commit to monitoring developments in hem-
ispheric immigration trends and regional 
asylum capabilities to determine whether 
additional asylum cooperation agreements 
are warranted. 

(b) NOTIFICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CASE-ZABLOCKI ACT.—The Secretary of State 
shall, in accordance with section 112b of title 
1, United States Code, promptly inform the 
relevant congressional committees of each 
agreement entered into pursuant to sub-
section (a). Such notifications shall be sub-
mitted not later than 48 hours after such 
agreements are signed. 

(c) ALIEN DEFINED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘alien’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 101 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 
SEC. 303. MANDATORY BRIEFINGS ON UNITED 

STATES EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THE 
BORDER CRISIS. 

(a) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, and not less frequently than once every 
90 days thereafter until the date described in 
subsection (b), the Secretary of State, or the 
designee of the Secretary of State, shall pro-
vide to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees an in-person briefing on efforts un-
dertaken pursuant to the negotiation au-
thority provided by section 302 of this title 
to monitor, deter, and prevent illegal immi-
gration to the United States, including by 
entering into agreements, accords, and 
memoranda of understanding with foreign 
countries and by using United States foreign 
assistance to stem the root causes of migra-
tion in the Western Hemisphere. 

(b) TERMINATION OF MANDATORY BRIEF-
ING.—The date described in this subsection is 

the date on which the Secretary of State, in 
consultation with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies, de-
termines and certifies to the appropriate 
congressional committees that illegal immi-
gration flows have subsided to a manageable 
rate. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate. 

TITLE IV—ENSURING UNITED FAMILIES 
AT THE BORDER 

SEC. 401. CLARIFICATION OF STANDARDS FOR 
FAMILY DETENTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 235 of the Wil-
liam Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 
1232) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(j) CONSTRUCTION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, judicial determina-
tion, consent decree, or settlement agree-
ment, the detention of any alien child who is 
not an unaccompanied alien child shall be 
governed by sections 217, 235, 236, and 241 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1187, 1225, 1226, and 1231). There is no 
presumption that an alien child who is not 
an unaccompanied alien child should not be 
detained. 

‘‘(2) FAMILY DETENTION.—The Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall— 

‘‘(A) maintain the care and custody of an 
alien, during the period during which the 
charges described in clause (i) are pending, 
who— 

‘‘(i) is charged only with a misdemeanor of-
fense under section 275(a) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1325(a)); and 

‘‘(ii) entered the United States with the 
alien’s child who has not attained 18 years of 
age; and 

‘‘(B) detain the alien with the alien’s 
child.’’. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the amendments in this sec-
tion to section 235 of the William Wilberforce 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1232) are intended to 
satisfy the requirements of the Settlement 
Agreement in Flores v. Meese, No. 85–4544 
(C.D. Cal), as approved by the court on Janu-
ary 28, 1997, with respect to its interpreta-
tion in Flores v. Johnson, 212 F. Supp. 3d 864 
(C.D. Cal. 2015), that the agreement applies 
to accompanied minors. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
the date of the enactment of this Act and 
shall apply to all actions that occur before, 
on, or after such date. 

(d) PREEMPTION OF STATE LICENSING RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, judicial determination, con-
sent decree, or settlement agreement, no 
State may require that an immigration de-
tention facility used to detain children who 
have not attained 18 years of age, or families 
consisting of one or more of such children 
and the parents or legal guardians of such 
children, that is located in that State, be li-
censed by the State or any political subdivi-
sion thereof. 

TITLE V—PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 
SEC. 501. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Implementation of the provisions of the 

Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008 that govern unaccompanied 
alien children has incentivized multiple 
surges of unaccompanied alien children ar-
riving at the southwest border in the years 
since the bill’s enactment. 

(2) The provisions of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 
that govern unaccompanied alien children 
treat unaccompanied alien children from 
countries that are contiguous to the United 
States disparately by swiftly returning them 
to their home country absent indications of 
trafficking or a credible fear of return, but 
allowing for the release of unaccompanied 
alien children from noncontiguous countries 
into the interior of the United States, often 
to those individuals who paid to smuggle 
them into the country in the first place. 

(3) The provisions of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 
governing unaccompanied alien children 
have enriched the cartels, who profit hun-
dreds of millions of dollars each year by 
smuggling unaccompanied alien children to 
the southwest border, exploiting and sexu-
ally abusing many such unaccompanied alien 
children on the perilous journey. 

(4) Prior to 2008, the number of unaccom-
panied alien children encountered at the 
southwest border never exceeded 1,000 in a 
single year. 

(5) The United States is currently in the 
midst of the worst crisis of unaccompanied 
alien children in our nation’s history, with 
over 350,000 such unaccompanied alien chil-
dren encountered at the southwest border 
since Joe Biden became President. 

(6) In 2022, during the Biden Administra-
tion, 152,057 unaccompanied alien children 
were encountered, the most ever in a single 
year and an over 400 percent increase com-
pared to the last full fiscal year of the 
Trump Administration in which 33,239 unac-
companied alien children were encountered. 

(7) The Biden Administration has lost con-
tact with at least 85,000 unaccompanied alien 
children who entered the United States since 
Joe Biden took office. 

(8) The Biden Administration dismantled 
effective safeguards put in place by the 
Trump Administration that protected unac-
companied alien children from being abused 
by criminals or exploited for illegal and dan-
gerous child labor. 

(9) A recent New York Times investigation 
found that unaccompanied alien children are 
being exploited in the labor market and ‘‘are 
ending up in some of the most punishing jobs 
in the country.’’. 

(10) The Times investigation found unac-
companied alien children, ‘‘under intense 
pressure to earn money’’ in order to ‘‘send 
cash back to their families while often being 
in debt to their sponsors for smuggling fees, 
rent, and living expenses,’’ feared ‘‘that they 
had become trapped in circumstances they 
never could have imagined.’’. 

(11) The Biden Administration’s Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Xavier Becerra compared placing un-
accompanied alien children with sponsors, to 
widgets in an assembly line, stating that, ‘‘If 
Henry Ford had seen this in his plant, he 
would have never become famous and rich. 
This is not the way you do an assembly 
line.’’. 

(12) Department of Health and Human 
Services employees working under Secretary 
Xavier Becerra’s leadership penned a July 
2021 memorandum expressing serious concern 
that ‘‘labor trafficking was increasing’’ and 
that the agency had become ‘‘one that re-
wards individuals for making quick releases, 
and not one that rewards individuals for pre-
venting unsafe releases.’’. 

(13) Despite this, Secretary Xavier Becerra 
pressured then-Director of the Office of Ref-
ugee Resettlement Cindy Huang to prioritize 
releases of unaccompanied alien children 
over ensuring their safety, telling her ‘‘if she 
could not increase the number of discharges 
he would find someone who could’’ and then- 
Director Huang resigned one month later. 
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(14) In June 2014, the Obama-Biden Admin-

istration requested legal authority to exer-
cise discretion in returning and removing 
unaccompanied alien children from non-con-
tiguous countries back to their home coun-
tries. 

(15) In August 2014, the House of Represent-
atives passed H.R. 5320, which included the 
Protection of Children Act. 

(16) This title ends the disparate policies of 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Reau-
thorization Act of 2008 by ensuring the swift 
return of all unaccompanied alien children 
to their country of origin if they are not vic-
tims of trafficking and do not have a fear of 
return. 
SEC. 502. REPATRIATION OF UNACCOMPANIED 

ALIEN CHILDREN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 235 of the Wil-

liam Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 
1232) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by amending the heading to read as fol-

lows: ‘‘RULES FOR UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN CHIL-
DREN.—’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘who is a national or habitual resi-
dent of a country that is contiguous with the 
United States’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(III) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a period; and 

(IV) by striking clause (iii); and 
(iii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘(8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) may—’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.)—’’; 

(II) in clause (i), by inserting before ‘‘per-
mit such child to withdraw’’ the following: 
‘‘may’’; and 

(III) in clause (ii), by inserting before ‘‘re-
turn such child’’ the following: ‘‘shall’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)(D)— 
(i) in the matter preceding clause (i), by 

striking ‘‘, except for an unaccompanied 
alien child from a contiguous country sub-
ject to exceptions under subsection (a)(2),’’ 
and inserting ‘‘who does not meet the cri-
teria listed in paragraph (2)(A)’’; and 

(ii) in clause (i), by inserting before the 
semicolon at the end the following: ‘‘, which 
shall include a hearing before an immigra-
tion judge not later than 14 days after being 
screened under paragraph (4)’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting before 

the semicolon the following: ‘‘believed not to 
meet the criteria listed in subsection 
(a)(2)(A)’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting before 
the period the following: ‘‘and does not meet 
the criteria listed in subsection (a)(2)(A)’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘an unac-
companied alien child in custody shall’’ and 
all that follows, and inserting the following: 
‘‘an unaccompanied alien child in custody— 

‘‘(A) in the case of a child who does not 
meet the criteria listed in subsection 
(a)(2)(A), shall transfer the custody of such 
child to the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services not later than 30 days after deter-
mining that such child is an unaccompanied 
alien child who does not meet such criteria; 
or 

‘‘(B) in the case of a child who meets the 
criteria listed in subsection (a)(2)(A), may 
transfer the custody of such child to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services after 
determining that such child is an unaccom-
panied alien child who meets such criteria.’’; 
and 

(3) in subsection (c)— 

(A) in paragraph (3), by inserting at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(D) INFORMATION ABOUT INDIVIDUALS WITH 
WHOM CHILDREN ARE PLACED.— 

‘‘(i) INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED TO HOME-
LAND SECURITY.—Before placing a child with 
an individual, the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall provide to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, regarding the 
individual with whom the child will be 
placed, information on— 

‘‘(I) the name of the individual; 
‘‘(II) the social security number of the in-

dividual; 
‘‘(III) the date of birth of the individual; 
‘‘(IV) the location of the individual’s resi-

dence where the child will be placed; 
‘‘(V) the immigration status of the indi-

vidual, if known; and 
‘‘(VI) contact information for the indi-

vidual. 
‘‘(ii) ACTIVITIES OF THE SECRETARY OF 

HOMELAND SECURITY.—Not later than 30 days 
after receiving the information listed in 
clause (i), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, upon determining that an individual 
with whom a child is placed is unlawfully 
present in the United States and not in re-
moval proceedings pursuant to chapter 4 of 
title II of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1221 et seq.), shall initiate such 
removal proceedings.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) by inserting after ‘‘to the greatest ex-

tent practicable’’ the following: ‘‘(at no ex-
pense to the Government)’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘have counsel to represent 
them’’ and inserting ‘‘have access to counsel 
to represent them’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to any un-
accompanied alien child (as such term is de-
fined in section 462(g) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279(g))) apprehended 
on or after the date that is 30 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 503. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT JUVENILE STATUS 
FOR IMMIGRANTS UNABLE TO RE-
UNITE WITH EITHER PARENT. 

Section 101(a)(27)(J) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(J)) 
is amended— 

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘, and whose 
reunification with 1 or both of the immi-
grant’s parents is not viable due to abuse, 
neglect, abandonment, or a similar basis 
found under State law’’; and 

(2) in clause (iii)— 
(A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in subclause (II), by inserting ‘‘and’’ 

after the semicolon; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(III) an alien may not be granted special 

immigrant status under this subparagraph if 
the alien’s reunification with any one parent 
or legal guardian is not precluded by abuse, 
neglect, abandonment, or any similar cause 
under State law;’’. 

SEC. 504. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this title shall be construed to 
limit the following procedures or practices 
relating to an unaccompanied alien child (as 
defined in section 462(g)(2) of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279(g)(2))): 

(1) Screening of such a child for a credible 
fear of return to his or her country of origin. 

(2) Screening of such a child to determine 
whether he or she was a victim of traf-
ficking. 

(3) Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices policy in effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act requiring a home study for 
such a child if he or she is under 12 years of 
age. 

TITLE VI—VISA OVERSTAYS PENALTIES 
SEC. 601. EXPANDED PENALTIES FOR ILLEGAL 

ENTRY OR PRESENCE. 
Section 275 of the Immigration and Nation-

ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1325) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a) by inserting after ‘‘for 

a subsequent commission of any such of-
fense’’ the following: ‘‘or if the alien was pre-
viously convicted of an offense under sub-
section (e)(2)(A)’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘at least 

$50 and not more than $250’’ and inserting 
‘‘not less than $500 and not more than 
$1,000’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting after ‘‘in 
the case of an alien who has been previously 
subject to a civil penalty under this sub-
section’’ the following: ‘‘or subsection 
(e)(2)(B)’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) VISA OVERSTAYS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An alien who was admit-

ted as a nonimmigrant has violated this 
paragraph if the alien, for an aggregate of 10 
days or more, has failed— 

‘‘(A) to maintain the nonimmigrant status 
in which the alien was admitted, or to which 
it was changed under section 248, including 
complying with the period of stay authorized 
by the Secretary of Homeland Security in 
connection with such status; or 

‘‘(B) to comply otherwise with the condi-
tions of such nonimmigrant status. 

‘‘(2) PENALTIES.—An alien who has violated 
paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) shall— 
‘‘(i) for the first commission of such a vio-

lation, be fined under title 18, United States 
Code, or imprisoned not more than 6 months, 
or both; and 

‘‘(ii) for a subsequent commission of such a 
violation, or if the alien was previously con-
victed of an offense under subsection (a), be 
fined under such title 18, or imprisoned not 
more than 2 years, or both; and 

‘‘(B) in addition to, and not in lieu of, any 
penalty under subparagraph (A) and any 
other criminal or civil penalties that may be 
imposed, shall be subject to a civil penalty 
of— 

‘‘(i) not less than $500 and not more than 
$1,000 for each violation; or 

‘‘(ii) twice the amount specified in clause 
(i), in the case of an alien who has been pre-
viously subject to a civil penalty under this 
subparagraph or subsection (b).’’. 

TITLE VII—IMMIGRATION PAROLE 
REFORM 

SEC. 701. IMMIGRATION PAROLE REFORM. 
Section 212(d)(5) of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(5)(A) Except as provided in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C) and section 214(f), the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, in the discre-
tion of the Secretary, may temporarily pa-
role into the United States any alien apply-
ing for admission to the United States who is 
not present in the United States, under such 
conditions as the Secretary may prescribe, 
on a case-by-case basis, and not according to 
eligibility criteria describing an entire class 
of potential parole recipients, for urgent hu-
manitarian reasons or significant public ben-
efit. Parole granted under this subparagraph 
may not be regarded as an admission of the 
alien. When the purposes of such parole have 
been served in the opinion of the Secretary, 
the alien shall immediately return or be re-
turned to the custody from which the alien 
was paroled. After such return, the case of 
the alien shall be dealt with in the same 
manner as the case of any other applicant 
for admission to the United States. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may grant parole to any alien who— 
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‘‘(i) is present in the United States without 

lawful immigration status; 
‘‘(ii) is the beneficiary of an approved peti-

tion under section 203(a); 
‘‘(iii) is not otherwise inadmissible or re-

movable; and 
‘‘(iv) is the spouse or child of a member of 

the Armed Forces serving on active duty. 
‘‘(C) The Secretary of Homeland Security 

may grant parole to any alien— 
‘‘(i) who is a national of the Republic of 

Cuba and is living in the Republic of Cuba; 
‘‘(ii) who is the beneficiary of an approved 

petition under section 203(a); 
‘‘(iii) for whom an immigrant visa is not 

immediately available; 
‘‘(iv) who meets all eligibility require-

ments for an immigrant visa; 
‘‘(v) who is not otherwise inadmissible; and 
‘‘(vi) who is receiving a grant of parole in 

furtherance of the commitment of the 
United States to the minimum level of an-
nual legal migration of Cuban nationals to 
the United States specified in the U.S.-Cuba 
Joint Communiqué on Migration, done at 
New York September 9, 1994, and reaffirmed 
in the Cuba-United States: Joint Statement 
on Normalization of Migration, Building on 
the Agreement of September 9, 1994, done at 
New York May 2, 1995. 

‘‘(D) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may grant parole to an alien who is returned 
to a contiguous country under section 
235(b)(3) to allow the alien to attend the 
alien’s immigration hearing. The grant of 
parole shall not exceed the time required for 
the alien to be escorted to, and attend, the 
alien’s immigration hearing scheduled on 
the same calendar day as the grant, and to 
immediately thereafter be escorted back to 
the contiguous country. A grant of parole 
under this subparagraph shall not be consid-
ered for purposes of determining whether the 
alien is inadmissible under this Act. 

‘‘(E) For purposes of determining an alien’s 
eligibility for parole under subparagraph (A), 
an urgent humanitarian reason shall be lim-
ited to circumstances in which the alien es-
tablishes that— 

‘‘(i)(I) the alien has a medical emergency; 
and 

‘‘(II)(aa) the alien cannot obtain necessary 
treatment in the foreign state in which the 
alien is residing; or 

‘‘(bb) the medical emergency is life-threat-
ening and there is insufficient time for the 
alien to be admitted to the United States 
through the normal visa process; 

‘‘(ii) the alien is the parent or legal guard-
ian of an alien described in clause (i) and the 
alien described in clause (i) is a minor; 

‘‘(iii) the alien is needed in the United 
States in order to donate an organ or other 
tissue for transplant and there is insufficient 
time for the alien to be admitted to the 
United States through the normal visa proc-
ess; 

‘‘(iv) the alien has a close family member 
in the United States whose death is immi-
nent and the alien could not arrive in the 
United States in time to see such family 
member alive if the alien were to be admit-
ted to the United States through the normal 
visa process; 

‘‘(v) the alien is seeking to attend the fu-
neral of a close family member and the alien 
could not arrive in the United States in time 
to attend such funeral if the alien were to be 
admitted to the United States through the 
normal visa process; 

‘‘(vi) the alien is an adopted child with an 
urgent medical condition who is in the legal 
custody of the petitioner for a final adop-
tion-related visa and whose medical treat-
ment is required before the expected award 
of a final adoption-related visa; or 

‘‘(vii) the alien is a lawful applicant for ad-
justment of status under section 245 and is 

returning to the United States after tem-
porary travel abroad. 

‘‘(F) For purposes of determining an alien’s 
eligibility for parole under subparagraph (A), 
a significant public benefit may be deter-
mined to result from the parole of an alien 
only if— 

‘‘(i) the alien has assisted (or will assist, 
whether knowingly or not) the United States 
Government in a law enforcement matter; 

‘‘(ii) the alien’s presence is required by the 
Government in furtherance of such law en-
forcement matter; and 

‘‘(iii) the alien is inadmissible, does not 
satisfy the eligibility requirements for ad-
mission as a nonimmigrant, or there is insuf-
ficient time for the alien to be admitted to 
the United States through the normal visa 
process. 

‘‘(G) For purposes of determining an alien’s 
eligibility for parole under subparagraph (A), 
the term ‘case-by-case basis’ means that the 
facts in each individual case are considered 
and parole is not granted based on member-
ship in a defined class of aliens to be granted 
parole. The fact that aliens are considered 
for or granted parole one-by-one and not as 
a group is not sufficient to establish that the 
parole decision is made on a ‘case-by-case 
basis’. 

‘‘(H) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
may not use the parole authority under this 
paragraph to parole an alien into the United 
States for any reason or purpose other than 
those described in subparagraphs (B), (C), 
(D), (E), and (F). 

‘‘(I) An alien granted parole may not ac-
cept employment, except that an alien 
granted parole pursuant to subparagraph (B) 
or (C) is authorized to accept employment 
for the duration of the parole, as evidenced 
by an employment authorization document 
issued by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity. 

‘‘(J) Parole granted after a departure from 
the United States shall not be regarded as an 
admission of the alien. An alien granted pa-
role, whether as an initial grant of parole or 
parole upon reentry into the United States, 
is not eligible to adjust status to lawful per-
manent residence or for any other immigra-
tion benefit if the immigration status the 
alien had at the time of departure did not 
authorize the alien to adjust status or to be 
eligible for such benefit. 

‘‘(K)(i) Except as provided in clauses (ii) 
and (iii), parole shall be granted to an alien 
under this paragraph for the shorter of— 

‘‘(I) a period of sufficient length to accom-
plish the activity described in subparagraph 
(D), (E), or (F) for which the alien was grant-
ed parole; or 

‘‘(II) 1 year. 
‘‘(ii) Grants of parole pursuant to subpara-

graph (A) may be extended once, in the dis-
cretion of the Secretary, for an additional 
period that is the shorter of— 

‘‘(I) the period that is necessary to accom-
plish the activity described in subparagraph 
(E) or (F) for which the alien was granted pa-
role; or 

‘‘(II) 1 year. 
‘‘(iii) Aliens who have a pending applica-

tion to adjust status to permanent residence 
under section 245 may request extensions of 
parole under this paragraph, in 1-year incre-
ments, until the application for adjustment 
has been adjudicated. Such parole shall ter-
minate immediately upon the denial of such 
adjustment application. 

‘‘(L) Not later than 90 days after the last 
day of each fiscal year, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall submit to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and make available to the 
public, a report— 

‘‘(i) identifying the total number of aliens 
paroled into the United States under this 

paragraph during the previous fiscal year; 
and 

‘‘(ii) containing information and data re-
garding all aliens paroled during such fiscal 
year, including— 

‘‘(I) the duration of parole; 
‘‘(II) the type of parole; and 
‘‘(III) the current status of the aliens so 

paroled.’’. 
SEC. 702. IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (b), this title and the amend-
ments made by this title shall take effect on 
the date that is 30 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), each of the following exceptions 
apply: 

(1) Any application for parole or advance 
parole filed by an alien before the date of the 
enactment of this Act shall be adjudicated 
under the law that was in effect on the date 
on which the application was properly filed 
and any approved advance parole shall re-
main valid under the law that was in effect 
on the date on which the advance parole was 
approved. 

(2) Section 212(d)(5)(J) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act, as added by section 701 
of this title, shall take effect on the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 

(3) Aliens who were paroled into the United 
States pursuant to section 212(d)(5)(A) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(d)(5)(A)) before January 1, 2023, shall 
continue to be subject to the terms of parole 
that were in effect on the date on which 
their respective parole was approved. 
SEC. 703. CAUSE OF ACTION. 

Any person, State, or local government 
that experiences financial harm in excess of 
$1,000 due to a failure of the Federal Govern-
ment to lawfully apply the provisions of this 
title or the amendments made by this title 
shall have standing to bring a civil action 
against the Federal Government in an appro-
priate district court of the United States for 
appropriate relief. 
SEC. 704. SEVERABILITY. 

If any provision of this title or any amend-
ment by this title, or the application of such 
provision or amendment to any person or 
circumstance, is held to be unconstitutional, 
the remainder of this title and the applica-
tion of such provision or amendment to any 
other person or circumstance shall not be af-
fected. 

SA 1338. Mr. LANKFORD submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
to amendment SA 1092 proposed by 
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms. COL-
LINS) to the bill H.R. 4366, making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2024, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title VII of di-
vision B, insert the following: 

SEC. 7ll. (a) The modifications approved 
by the Food and Drug Administration be-
tween March 29, 2016, and January 3, 2023, to 
the risk evaluation and mitigation strategy 
under section 505–1 of the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355–1) for 
mifepristone shall have no force or effect. 

(b) None of the funds made available by 
this Act may be used to— 

(1) establish, implement, or enforce any 
provision of a risk evaluation and mitigation 
strategy under section 505–1 of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355– 
1) for mifepristone that is substantially simi-
lar to any of the modifications nullified by 
subsection (a); or 
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(2) exercise discretion to not enforce any 

provision of a risk evaluation and mitigation 
strategy under such section 505–1 for 
mifepristone. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 
Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the privi-
leges of the floor be extended to Mike 
Zwolinski, a member of my team, for 
the balance of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 

Senate completes its business today, it 
recess until 12 noon on Saturday, Sep-
tember 30; that following the prayer 
and pledge, the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in 
the day and morning business be 
closed; that upon the conclusion of 
morning business, the Senate resume 
consideration of H.R. 3935. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS UNTIL TOMORROW 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand in 
recess under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 5:21 p.m., recessed until Saturday, 
September 30, 2023, at 12 noon. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate September 29, 2023: 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

TODD GEE, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO BE 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE SOUTHERN DIS-
TRICT OF MISSISSIPPI FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 

TARA K. MCGRATH, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF 
CALIFORNIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 
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RECOGNIZING ARNOLD LOUIS 
GRAY WITH A CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
present Arnold Louis Gray of Groesbeck, 
Texas with a Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation. Today we honor an exemplary cit-
izen whose continued leadership beyond his 
active duty has cemented him as a pillar of his 
community. 

In 1966, at the age of 24, Arnold joined the 
Army and began as a recruiter in New York. 
His resilience was tested in Vietnam. Amid the 
Tet Offensive, when a critical helicopter crew 
met a tragic end, he stepped up as a door 
gunner. Following Vietnam, during Russia’s in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia, Arnold stood firm 
as a Team Commander of tanks at the Ger-
man border. Throughout these times, he was 
recognized with commendations including the 
National Defense Service Medal, Army Com-
mendation Medal, and Vietnam Service Med-
als, among others. He attained the rank of 
Specialist 5, receiving his honorable discharge 
in 1969. 

Upon returning stateside, he achieved a 
Bachelor of Business Administration from Sam 
Houston State University. Arnold and his be-
loved wife, Penny, reside in Limestone Coun-
ty, raising Brangus cattle. In his community, 
Arnold’s commitment shines through. He’s 
been influential in church activities, notably at 
the Groesbeck Methodist Church. The duo’s 
dedication to youth is evident in their support 
for the Limestone County 4H, FFA, and agri-
cultural programs. 

A testament to his leadership, Arnold has 
served organizations ranging from the Lime-
stone County Fair Association to the 
Groesbeck Masonic Lodge. His service earned 
him the Golden Trowel award. He’s also been 
active in the American Legion, Tri-County An-
tique Tractor Club, and has been a driving 
force behind numerous local boards. 

Arnold and Penny’s contributions to Lime-
stone County haven’t gone unnoticed. They’ve 
been hailed as citizens of the year by the 
Groesbeck Chamber of Commerce, with Octo-
ber 12, 2021, named in their honor. To many, 
Arnold’s wisdom and integrity make him the 
‘‘Go-To Guy.’’ When questions arise, often the 
question asked is, ‘‘what would Arnold do?’’ 

For his unwavering service to the Nation 
and continued leadership in his community, I 
am honored to present the Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation to Arnold L. Gray. 

RECOGNIZING BERTHA RAMSEY 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Bertha Ramsey, a long-time resident 
of the City of Detroit, as she celebrates 100 
years of life. 

Born October 2, 1923, Mother Ramsey’s 
loving parents instilled in her the values of pa-
tience and hard work, as they raised her and 
her 12 siblings in rural Laurel, Mississippi. Her 
compassionate nature shined through in ev-
erything she did, and she always held onto 
faith, especially in trying times. 

A move to Detroit in 1942 was pivotal for 
Mother Ramsey. It wasn’t merely a change of 
address. In Detroit, she witnessed the World 
War II era, the Detroit race protests of 1943, 
the milestones of the Civil Rights Movement, 
the profound impact of the 1967 Detroit Rebel-
lion, Detroit’s first Black mayor, and the 
groundbreaking election of Barack Obama. 
Detroit was also where Bertha’s path crossed 
with Burnett Ramsey. Together, they raised 4 
children in a home full of love. As the family 
tree expanded to 8 grandchildren, 20 great- 
grandchildren, and 6 great-great-grand-
children, Bertha emerged as the spiritual com-
pass, always emphasizing the importance of 
faith and kinship. 

Please join me in wishing Mother Bertha 
Ramsey a happy 100th birthday as we recog-
nize her contributions to our community in De-
troit. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID M. BAIRD 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize David M. Baird for 
his selfless dedication and service to the vet-
erans of Eastern Washington. On September 
24, 2023, after 13 years of service as Director 
of the Spokane Veterans Center, David began 
a new journey as the Senior Social Worker at 
the Boise VA Medical Center in Idaho. 

David is a Navy veteran and therapist with 
a distinguished record of service. In his role as 
director, he completely transformed the Spo-
kane Veterans Center from a small, simple of-
fice to a much larger and more welcoming fa-
cility. As a result, the Vet Center—as it’s 
known to those it serves in our community— 
is more equipped to keep the promise of sup-
porting veterans than ever. 

Under David’s leadership, the Vet Center 
has become a model of best practices. It’s 
home to top-notch social and psychological 
services, as well as readjustment counseling 
programs, all of which have received national 
recognition for the high level of compassion 

and care they provide. On average, the facility 
serves more than 15,000 veterans who walk 
through its doors each year. 

These programs offered at the Vet Center 
have served as a lifeline for veterans suffering 
from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 
They connect veterans with one another in 
open, non-judgemental settings, removing the 
stigma that is too often a barrier to seeking 
help. They have also been crucial for Gold 
Star families who rely on the Center for be-
reavement counseling as they cope with the 
heart-piercing grief of losing a family member 
on active duty. 

Mr. Baird also established new therapeutic 
practices and facilities, including the ‘‘Heroes 
Garden’’ on the Spokane Vet Center campus, 
which offers a safe place for peaceful reflec-
tion to veterans and Gold Star family mem-
bers. Additionally, he created a Native Amer-
ican sweat lodge experience for veterans and 
family members that takes place four times a 
year. David accomplished all this while suc-
cessfully implementing a first-in-the-nation 
childcare program for veterans seeking read-
justment counseling appointments at the facil-
ity. 

David’s dedication and tireless efforts have 
made him invaluable to our community. He 
has volunteered countless hours as a mental 
health professional for the Honor Flight Asso-
ciation, partnered with nonprofit agencies to 
provide stress-reduction wilderness retreats for 
veterans, and served as the Veteran Entry Co-
ordinator for Spokane’s annual Lilac Festival 
Torchlight Parade—the largest Armed Forces 
Day Parade in the Nation. 

The number of lives David has changed is 
too many to count. I am deeply grateful to him 
for his dedication to our veterans, our commu-
nity, and the United States of America through 
the years. Mr. Speaker, as David enters this 
new and exciting chapter, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in thanking him for his incredible 
contributions and wishing him all the best. 

f 

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2024 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 26, 2023 

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposi-
tion to H.R. 4368, the Republican FY24 Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies Act. 

Less than one week before the government 
is set to shut down, House Republicans 
brought forward a slate of funding bills that 
have no chance of passing the Senate or 
being signed into law by President Biden. With 
this bill, Republicans have doubled down on 
their cuts to the critical rural programs Amer-
ica’s farmers rely on. The bill was so extreme 
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that nearly 30 Republicans voted against it 
when it failed to pass the House Thursday 
evening by a vote of 191–237. 

In July, Republicans passed out of the Ap-
propriations Committee an Agriculture appro-
priations bill that provides just $17.2 billion— 
a funding level so low, it was last seen in 
2007—and $9 billion below what was provided 
in 2023. It slashes loans that provide support 
for distressed farmers and funds for rural elec-
tric cooperatives. It underfunds direct loans for 
water and waste removal, money that ensures 
rural Americans have access to clean drinking 
water, and cuts the cash value voucher in the 
Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC), 
undermining more than 100,000 Minnesotans’ 
access to nutrition assistance. 

But Mr. Chair, it seems as though the bill 
passed out of the Appropriations Committee 
didn’t go far enough. With the passage of the 
rule on Tuesday, an additional 14.15 percent 
across-the-board cut was implemented on 
every program contained within this bill. In ad-
dition, another $1.2 billion was cut from the 
vital Food for Peace Program, a program that 
ensures people around the world have access 
to nutritious surplus food grown by America’s 
farmers. 

This bill also contains harmful and partisan 
policy riders meant to appease the most ex-
treme right-wing members of the Republican 
Caucus. The bill reverses a decision by the 
FDA to allow mifepristone to be dispensed in 
certified pharmacies to patients with a certified 
prescriber, instead of only in hospitals, clinics, 
and medical offices. Mifepristone has been 
safely used by more than 5 million women 
over the last two decades for safe and effec-
tive medication abortion. Congress acting to 
overturn a science-based decision by the 
Food and Drug Administration is yet another 
attempt by the majority to limit women’s ac-
cess to reproductive health care. 

Mr. Chair, this bill is dead on arrival in the 
Senate. Instead of using this final week of Fis-
cal Year 2023 passing bills that will never be-
come law, House Republican leadership 
should have focused on keeping the govern-
ment open for the American people. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM (BILL) 
EMANUEL BARNABY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor William (Bill) Emanuel 
Barnaby’s 45 years of service to The Doctors 
Company, the practice of medicine, California, 
and his country throughout his lifetime and ca-
reer. 

Mr, Barnaby was born in Ames, Iowa. His 
father was a contractor for the United States 
military during World War II, which caused the 
family to move around the Southern, and then 
Eastern parts of the country until they landed 
in Syracuse, New York. When Mr. Barnaby 
was 10 years old, his family moved to Cali-
fornia and he graduated from Sacramento 
High School in 1954 at only 16 years old. 

In 1956, Mr. Barnaby joined the United 
States Army, completed Army basic training, 
and spent time stateside before being sta-
tioned overseas for active duty. The same 

year he married his wife, Jean Sanchez, and 
was stationed near Bordeaux, in the south of 
France. In late 1957, Mr. Barnaby was trans-
ferred from active duty to the United States 
Army Reserve, California Military District, in 
which he would serve until his Honorable Dis-
charge in 1963. Upon his transfer from active 
duty to reserve duty, Mr. Barnaby returned to 
Sacramento with Jean. While working for the 
Department of Motor Vehicles and studying at 
Sacramento Junior College, Mr. Barnaby re-
ceived an Associate of Arts degree in 1959. 
He and Jean continued their studies at Univer-
sity of California (UC), Davis, where Mr. Bar-
naby received a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science in 1961. 

While at UC Davis, Mr. Barnaby was bitten 
by the political bug and founded the Young 
Democrats on the UC Davis campus for the 
1960 presidential campaign. Mr. Barnaby then 
worked in the U.S. Capitol, first for a U.S. 
Representative from Sacramento, and then as 
a Congressional Investigator, where he was 
granted Top Secret Security Clearance by the 
U.S. Department of Defense. While in Wash-
ington, D.C., the Barnaby’s welcomed their 
first child, William Emanual Barnaby III, in 
1962. 

In 1964, Mr. Barnaby returned to Sac-
ramento and was hired to be a Consultant on 
the Assembly Ways and Means Committee 
and by KXTV Channel 10 in Sacramento as 
an election consultant. In 1966, the Barnaby’s 
welcomed their second child, Kenneth San-
chez Barnaby. In 1967, Mr. Barnaby became 
a Consultant to the Assembly Education Com-
mittee. In 1968, Mr. Barnaby was offered a job 
as Consultant to the Senate Health and Wel-
fare Committee. From 1971 through 74, Mr. 
Barnaby attended the University of the Pacific, 
McGeorge School of Law, graduating with a 
Juris Doctor degree and was admitted to the 
California State Bar in 1974. 

Mr. Barnaby left state service in 1976, when 
the chief lobbyist for the California Medical As-
sociation (CMA) hired him as CMA’s first in- 
house lobbyist who was also an actively li-
censed attorney. Mr. Barnaby did not remain 
a CMA employee for long, as in 1978 he start-
ed his own lobbying firm. Mr. Barnaby added 
several clients in 1978, some of which he still 
represents to this day. Since Mr. Barnaby 
started his lobbying firm, he has worked with 
all his immediate family members, some 
longer than others. In 2018, the Barnaby lob-
bying firm merged with a new firm, which is 
now known today as Resolute. 

Mr. Speaker, William (Bill) Emanuel Barnaby 
is known around the state capitol as a con-
summate historian of the legislature and for 
his deep institutional and healthcare policy ex-
pertise that are appreciated by all who know 
him. 

f 

COMMENDING DONNA WATTS FOR 
HER SERVICE TO ALABAMA DIS-
TRICT ONE 

HON. JERRY L. CARL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Donna Watts for her 38 years of service 
in the Chamber of Commerce world. Donna 
has been an integral part of our district’s 

Chamber of Commerce. She began her career 
as director of the Bay Minette Area Chamber 
of Commerce. After 12 years, she moved to 
the South Baldwin Chamber of Commerce and 
has worked there since 1997. Her dedication 
and contributions to the Chamber of Com-
merce were incredibly influential to Baldwin 
County’s businesses. 

We are so grateful for all that she has done 
for our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAJOR JOHN RAY-
MOND KNUE, USAF, RETIRED 
WITH A CONGRESSIONAL VET-
ERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to present retired Major John Raymond Knue, 
United States Air Force, of Robinson, Texas 
with a Congressional Veterans Commenda-
tion. 

John was born the oldest of six children in 
a large and loving family in rural southern Indi-
ana. Graduating from North Dearborn high 
school in 1968 and after a short time working 
in construction in civil engineering, he decided 
to enroll in the Air Force in December 1968 at 
the height of the Vietnam War. 

He took his basic training at Lackland Air 
Force Base and was awarded his tech spe-
cialty in civil engineering. During his 22 years 
on active duty, John was overseas over five 
years to include tours in the Vietnam War as 
well as a tour in Germany. He was sent to ad-
vanced training for Vietnam, and in November 
1970 arrived in Cam Ranh Bay with Unit 554 
Civil Engineering Squad in heavy repair con-
struction. This was part of the famous ‘‘Red 
Horse’’ squad, and in fact, the 554 was the 
last Red Horse unit in Vietnam. 

Through hard work, he attained the rank of 
Technical Sergeant and earned an appoint-
ment at the Air Force Officers Training School 
and was commissioned in November 1978. 
Following a very successful career as a Com-
missioned Officer, he retired at the rank of 
Major in August 1998. 

During his military career, Major Knue 
earned many prestigious decorations including 
three Meritorious Service Medals, three Air 
Force Commendation Medals, six Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Awards, four Vietnam Serv-
ice Medals, the Humanitarian Service Medal, 
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross, and the 
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal. 

Following his retirement, he received his 
Doctor of Education degree from the Univer-
sity of North Texas in 1998 and continued to 
serve others through employment, charity, and 
volunteer activities. In education, he was Facil-
ity Development OfFicer at Texas State Tech-
nical College and Senior Lecturer at Baylor 
University Hankamer School of Business. In 
civic duty, he was a Robinson City Council 
Member, McLennan County 911 District Board 
of Manager, and served in various capacities 
as a Robinson firefighter and Emergency Med-
ical Technician. 

For fellow veterans, he works tirelessly for 
Heart of Texas Waco Veterans One-Stop for 
earned military benefits as Lead Trainer for 
new volunteers, assists in holding Baylor Uni-
versity law clinics, and helps coordinate all 
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special events including weekly meals. He is a 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Lifetime Member 
and Officer and Vietnam Veterans Association 
of America Lifetime Member. John was hon-
ored as the State of Texas 2020 Appointment 
of the Year for Continued Service to Veterans 
of Vietnam War and All Wars. 

John is very active in Meadowbrook Baptist 
Church where among other things, John and 
his wife Carol plan and supervise Wednesday 
night family night meals for one-hundred and 
fifty members from August to May of each 
year. 

For an American who lives by ‘‘Never Stop 
Serving’’, I proudly award retired United States 
Air Force Major John R. Knue the Congres-
sional Veteran Commendation. 

f 

CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. MAXWELL FROST 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge that September is Childhood Can-
cer Awareness Month. Childhood cancers 
force the most vulnerable among us to be the 
most courageous and call upon loved ones to 
overcome the unimaginable. Luckily, the fed-
eral government, universities, hospitals, and 
nonprofits are driving the research needed to 
treat and ultimately, cure these diseases. 

I’m proud to say that one such non-profit is 
located in my district: Cannonball Kids Cancer 
Foundation. Thanks to the efforts of Cannon-
ball Kids’ staff, volunteers, and donors, the or-
ganization has awarded millions of dollars in 
research grants to top universities and clinics 
across the country that are striving to find a 
cure. Because of their important work, children 
and their loved ones will one day never have 
to experience the devastating news of a pedi-
atric cancer diagnosis. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
WOODY KAPLAN 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
along with my colleague, Rep. JAMIE RASKIN, 
to honor the memory of Woody Kaplan, a civil 
rights champion, freethinker, and philanthropist 
who passed away at the age of 80 on August 
3, 2023. 

Woody was a prince of a human and a 
trusted friend. It is impossible to fully capture 
how much he contributed to our Nation and to 
furthering the secular movement. 

Woody’s fierce advocacy for freedom of ex-
pression, church-state separation, reproductive 
freedom, racial justice, LGBTQ+ rights, and 
other causes spanned decades. 

A lifelong atheist who fought for every per-
son’s freedom of conscience, Woody co- 
founded the Secular Coalition for America, the 
largest coalition of national atheist, humanist, 
and secular organizations in the United States. 

Under Woody’s leadership, the Secular Co-
alition for America went from representing four 

disparate national organizations to uniting 21 
organizations in a formidable political move-
ment. The Secular Coalition for America also 
established the first full-time lobbyist in Wash-
ington, D.C. representing atheist, humanist, 
and secular Americans. 

Woody also served admirably in leadership 
and advisory roles at organizations including 
the Defending Dissent Foundation, American 
Atheists, American Humanist Association, the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education 
(FIRE), and the Secular Student Alliance. As 
a former member of the ACLU’s National 
Board of Directors, he helped establish the or-
ganization’s endowment fund. As a young 
man, Woody traveled to Mississippi to work on 
voter registration drives. 

Woody is survived by his wife Wendy 
Kaminer, an author and lawyer who shares 
Woody’s passions and beliefs; his daughters 
Abigail and Emily; 11 grandchildren; his sister 
Nancy Fischman and her husband Steve; and 
many other family members, friends and ad-
mirers who he touched with his formidable life. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you join 
my colleagues and me in extending condo-
lences to Woody’s family and friends, and in 
expressing our collective appreciation for his 
decades of work for the public good. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2024 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2023 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposi-
tion to H.R. 4367, the Republican FY24 De-
partment of Homeland Security Act. 

This bill is another example of House Re-
publican leadership appeasing the most ex-
treme members of their caucus and is another 
funding bill that has no path to become law. 
With the passage of the rule on Tuesday, Re-
publicans decided to hold this bill hostage. For 
H.R. 4367 to even be sent to the Senate, Re-
publicans are demanding that the Senate pass 
and the president sign their extreme immigra-
tion bill, the Secure the Border Act (H.R. 2). 
When it passed the House in May, President 
Biden had already stated he would not sign it. 

This week, Republicans continued to add to 
the chaos when the House Rules Committee 
met late at night Wednesday and sent another 
rule to the floor with self-executing provisions 
that cater to the most extreme Republicans. 
Members like Representatives GAETZ and 
BOEBERT demanded significantly reduced H– 
2B visas that help fill workforce shortages and 
Republican leadership caved to their demands 
in order to pass the bill. By continuing to only 
negotiate with the farthest right members of 
their conference, House Republican leaders 
are not serious about preventing a govern-
ment shutdown. 

H.R. 4367 contains misguided investments 
that double down on failed border policy by re-
directing $2.1 billion to border wall construc-
tion while divesting from proven, modern de-
tection technology. The bill also contains more 
extreme rightwing policy riders targeting the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency’s ability to defend Americans against 

disinformation campaigns from foreign adver-
saries and domestic extremists. 

As we continue to feel the effects of a 
changing climate, Republicans have also cut 
all climate resiliency funding from the Home-
land Security bill—over $748 million in invest-
ments to ensure that as the global climate 
changes, America is prepared for the effects 
of stronger storms, higher temperatures, and 
increased migration. The Department of De-
fense has declared climate change a national 
security threat, as regions become uninhabit-
able, and people are forced to move from their 
homes. By passing this Homeland Security 
bill, Republicans continue to ignore the fact 
that climate change is a real and imminent 
threat to American lives and communities. 

I cannot support a partisan Homeland Secu-
rity bill that does not focus on real solutions to 
the issues our country faces. 

f 

HONORING DR. CAPTANE ‘‘CAP’’ 
PETER THOMSON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and legacy of Dr. 
Captane ‘‘Cap’’ Peter Thomson. Dr. Thomson 
grew up in Berkeley, California and lived in 
Davis, California. He was a beloved husband, 
father, brother, friend, mentor, public servant, 
and leader in the field of mental health 

Dr. Thomson was the second generation of 
his family to attend the University of California 
(UC), Berkeley and box for their Varsity team. 
After receiving his M.D. from the University of 
California, San Francisco (UCSF), interning at 
Denver General Hospital, and serving four 
years in the U.S. Public Health Service, Dr. 
Thomson completed a residency in psychiatry 
at the Massachusetts General Hospital in Bos-
ton. Dr. Thomson then earned an M.S. in 
Community Mental Health at the Harvard 
School of Public Health and spent the next 
year at the University of Edinburgh in Scot-
land. 

After completing his education, Dr. Thomson 
settled in Davis and became the director and 
program chief of Yolo County Mental Health 
Services. He held this post for almost three 
decades, crafting ground-breaking programs to 
treat the severely mentally ill and help re-
integrate people back into our communities. 
Dr. Thomson also served as a clinical pro-
fessor of psychiatry at UC Davis and UCSF, 
joyfully passing along his wisdom to the next 
generation of psychiatrists. Always going 
where he was needed, Dr. Thomson gained 
his Board Certification in Forensic Psychiatry 
and served as an expert witness at trials and 
parole hearings of mentally ill persons caught 
up in the criminal justice system. 

A lifelong adventurer, Dr. Thomson treated 
the indigenous peoples of Alaska as a U.S. 
Public Health Service Officer on the Bering 
Sea Patrol, sailed between Hawaii and Japan 
on a Coast Guard weather ship, and evalu-
ated aspiring American citizens at the U.S. 
Consulate in Palermo, Italy. He severed as a 
doctor at the 1960 Squaw Valley Olympic 
Games and returned as a member of the Doc-
tor’s Ski Patrol at Sugar Bowl for 50 years. 

Beyond his work, Dr. Thomson loved travel-
ling with his family, going on adventures 
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around the world, visiting National Parks, and 
taking his family hiking all over his beloved Si-
erra Nevada mountains, where as a college 
student he worked in Yosemite as a fireguard. 
A lifelong runner and member of the Davis 
Aquatic Masters, he swam with a team across 
Lake Tahoe and completed numerous endur-
ance swims, triathlons, and eight marathons, 
including the Boston Marathon. Dr. Thomson 
was also the banjo player and back-up vocal-
ist for the popular folk and bluegrass music 
band, The Putah Creek Crawdads, treasurer 
of the Yolo County Credit Union, and avid 
walker of several generations of Cairn Ter-
riers. 

Dr. Thomson’s unfailingly cheerful spirit, 
humble demeanor, sage guidance, and un-
flinching willingness always to stand up and 
fight for what is right and just, will be sorely 
missed. He is survived by his wife of 60 years, 
Helen, his children Morag, Iain, and Mungo, 
their spouses Kirsten and Kerry, his grand-
children Darian, Eno, Tamsin, and Emit, his 
brothers Pate and Duncan, and many more 
loving family members. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Captane ‘‘Cap’’ Thomson 
was a dedicated public servant and leader in 
our community. 

f 

HONORING ROSALINE COHEN’S 
SERVICE TO THE U.S. HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to a valued mem-
ber of my staff, Rosaline Cohen, who is retir-
ing after more than two decades of excep-
tional service to the U.S. House of Represent-
atives. 

Many of you know Rosaline as the chief 
counsel for the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity, a position she has held since 2007. In 
that capacity, she has earned a reputation as 
a trusted and dedicated civil servant and an 
enviable track record for reaching bipartisan 
agreements. At the same time, she under-
stands, on a deep level, what it takes to be ef-
fective as ‘‘the loyal opposition’’—as some of 
my colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
would occasionally lament. 

Rosaline has been at my side since I was 
first named ranking member in 2005 and has 
been a steadfast and strategic partner during 
some of the most tumultuous days for this in-
stitution and the country. 

Rosaline will tell you that her congressional 
career actually began in the fall of 1990, as an 
intern in the office of the late Representative 
Gerry Studds of Massachusetts. She secured 
the internship—only days into her freshman 
year at George Washington University—after 
walking the halls of the House buildings with 
her first resume in hand, hoping to get an on- 
the-spot interview with an intern coordinator 
for a Member from her home State, Massa-
chusetts. 

Her next chapter with the House started in 
February 2000, when—as a newly-minted at-
torney—Rosaline began working for former 
Congressman Ken Bentsen, whose district in-
cluded her law school alma mater, the Univer-
sity of Houston Law Center. About a year and 

a half later, Rosaline was evacuated from the 
Capitol during the September 11th terrorist at-
tacks, sheltering most of her office in her 
basement apartment. 

Her next employer, the late Congress-
woman Louise M. Slaughter, provided her with 
an opportunity to get to know the newly cre-
ated Department of Homeland Security, as a 
personal office staffer to the then-Select Com-
mittee on Homeland Security. In 2005, when 
the committee was made permanent and I 
took on the job of serving as the Democratic 
ranking member, Rosaline was one of my first 
hires. She started by handling transportation 
security, appropriations, and management 
matters. 

In 2007, in her first year as chief counsel on 
the committee, Rosaline spearheaded com-
plex House-Senate conference negotiations 
over H.R. 1, legislation I introduced on behalf 
of the new Democratic majority to fully imple-
ment the recommendations of the 9/11 Com-
mission. In the years that followed, she has 
led our legislative efforts on everything from 
information sharing and emergency manage-
ment to cyber and border security. 

As chief counsel, Rosaline has shepherded 
438 bills through the House and 165 meas-
ures into law, leaving her mark on nearly 
every section of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 and other historic legislation. This is an 
extraordinary record, but more, it is a testa-
ment to Rosaline’s dedication to our great Na-
tion. Her contributions have undoubtedly made 
America a better and safer country for us all. 

And while serving as my principal legislative 
advisor—supervising and developing a staff of 
more than 30 subcommittee directors, profes-
sional staff, and executive branch detailees 
and fellows—Rosaline always made time to 
mentor the next generation of public servants. 
You could often find her explaining to interns 
current proceedings on the House floor and 
calling staff into her office to stand over her 
shoulder to draft bills and develop legislative 
strategies together. 

Members of Congress over the years and 
across the aisle, and staff, both senior and 
new, have depended on Rosaline’s wisdom 
and capabilities. 

Rosaline’s contributions to the House of 
Representatives and our Nation are a source 
of pride for her husband, Yaneev, son, 
Zachary, and mother, Cindy. Her work for 
Congress was also a point of pride for her late 
father, Ohaliav, a naturalized citizen. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Members of the 
Committee on Homeland Security—past and 
present—and the entire CHS staff, I ask my 
colleagues in the House to join me in cele-
brating and congratulating Rosaline on her re-
tirement. I wish her all the best as she ex-
plores new ways of sharing her talents. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NOAH COUGHLAN’S 
FOURTH RUN ACROSS AMERICA 

HON. ANDREW OGLES 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I commend Noah Coughlan as he 
passes through Nashville today on his run 
across America. 

Noah began his 167 day run to honor Amer-
ican soldiers and veterans on Memorial Day in 

Blaine, Washington and plans to finish on Vet-
erans Day in Miami, Florida. Carrying an 
American flag that was flown by the 908th Ex-
peditionary Air Refueling Squadron, Noah has 
made a point of stopping along the way to 
meet with veteran’s organizations, county 
sheriffs, police officers, and others who have 
chosen to serve our country. Having pre-
viously run across the country in 2011, 2013, 
2015 to raise awareness of various diseases, 
this will be Noah’s fourth, and perhaps final, 
run across America. When he arrives in 
Miami, Noah will become the 5th person cross 
the United States on foot four times. 

Noah views this as a way to bring unity to 
the country. Calling veterans the glue that 
holds the Nation together, Noah praised them 
for not only the service they do while mem-
bers of the Armed Forces, but also the con-
tinuing service to the country as first respond-
ers, law makers, and other essential roles. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in wishing 
Noah the best of luck on the rest of his run to 
Miami. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL VINCENT J. TOBOLA, JR. 
USAF, RETIRED, WITH A CON-
GRESSIONAL VETERAN COM-
MENDATION 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to honor retired Lieutenant Colonel Vin-
cent J. Tobola, Jr., United States Air Force, of 
Waco, Texas with a Congressional Veteran 
Commendation. 

A proud graduate of Texas A&M with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial Engi-
neering, Lieutenant Colonel Tobola embarked 
on a distinguished 24-year career in the 
United States Air Force, during which he 
showcased exceptional leadership and com-
mitment. His postings spanned from Kincheloe 
Air Force Base in Michigan, Ramstein Air 
Force Base in Germany, to Griffis Air Force 
Base in New York, among others. In roles 
such as Chief of the Contracts Support Divi-
sion, Director of Base Engineering, and Civil 
Engineer Squadron Commander, he managed 
assets worth billions and supervised contracts 
in the hundreds of millions. His exceptional 
service earned him numerous accolades, in-
cluding five Meritorious Service Medals, two 
Air Force Achievement Medals, two Air Force 
Commendation Medals, and various others 
marking his outstanding dedication to duty. 

After retiring from the Air Force, Lieutenant 
Colonel Tobola continued his devotion to pub-
lic service with the City of Waco, TX. Contrib-
uting significantly as the Waco Facilities Pro-
gram Administrator and subsequently as the 
Facilities Manager. His leadership played a 
pivotal role in advancing major upgrades 
across various city facilities. 

His spirit of service didn’t end there. Fol-
lowing his retirement from the City of Waco in 
2018, he remained deeply involved in the 
Heart of Texas Military Officers Association of 
America (MOAA). Not only did he serve as the 
chapter’s president for two years, but he is 
also the active Treasurer both at the chapter 
and state levels. Beyond his administrative 
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roles, Lieutenant Colonel Tobola showcases 
his commitment by organizing MOAA’s month-
ly membership meetings, special events, and 
the pivotal annual fundraiser. This fundraiser, 
under his guidance, has provided over 
$140,000 in educational scholarships and sup-
ported Reserve Officer’s Training Corps stu-
dents in both high schools and universities 
throughout Waco. 

For his enduring dedication to his nation, 
both in military service and beyond, and his 
embodiment of the MOAA’s motto of ‘‘Never 
Stop Serving,’’ it is with great admiration and 
respect that I present the 2023 Congressional 
Veteran Commendation to retired United 
States Air Force Lieutenant Colonel Vincent J. 
Tobola, Jr. 

f 

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SOLANO IRRIGA-
TION DISTRICT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Solano Irrigation Dis-
trict on their 75th anniversary of serving our 
community. 

Seventy-five years ago, the Solano Irrigation 
District (SID) sought to secure irrigation water 
from the Solano Water Project. This marked 
the beginning of a journey filled with chal-
lenges, achievements, and the steadfast pur-
suit of excellence. Since then, the district has 
played a pivotal role in providing vital re-
sources to our community. 

Today, the Solano Irrigation District stands 
as a cornerstone of our region’s prosperity, 
delivering 141,000 acre-feet of irrigation water 
to over 59,000 acres of irrigable land. Not only 
does it supply bulk untreated water to a popu-
lation of more than 300,000, including the cit-
ies of Benicia, Vacaville, Fairfield, and Vallejo, 
but it also treats and delivers drinking water to 
Suisun City, ensuring the well-being of our 
residents. 

Unlike many other districts, SID does not 
need to import any water for its customers, 
thanks to its foresight in securing valuable 
water rights and access through ‘The Solano 
Project.’ This forward-thinking approach has 
made our district financially stable and well- 
managed, providing cost-efficient services 
while maintaining stable water rates. 

Furthermore, the innovative spirit of the So-
lano Irrigation District is exemplified by the hy-
droelectric power plant at the base of Monti-
cello Dam, a pioneering project that has set a 
remarkable precedent for local agencies 
across the United States. 

The Solano Irrigation District has not only 
been a guardian of water resources but also 
a catalyst for progress and growth in our com-
munity. Its tireless efforts have made SID into 
a beacon of excellence, ensuring a pros-
perous future for Solano County. 

Mr. Speaker, the Solano Irrigation District 
has been serving our residential and agricul-
tural communities faithfully for 75 years. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. ROSE MARIE 
MCCOY, PASTOR EMERITUS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, today I 
wish to pay my deepest respect in tribute to a 
wonderful woman of God, Dr. Rose Marie 
McCoy, who passed from this earthly realm to 
her heavenly home on September 13, 2023. 

A wife, mother, grandmother, pastor, care-
giver, community role model, missionary and 
counselor, Dr. Rose Marie was born on Sep-
tember 24, 1951, in Robbins, Illinois to parents 
Samuel Sr. and Jennie Eliza Merle Evans. 
Having accepted the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Spring of 1976, Rose Marie dedicated her life 
in service and selfless devotion to others 
throughout the Chicago metropolitan area. 

Rose Marie met and married the love of her 
life Dr. William McCoy, over 57 years ago. To-
gether they shared a love that withstood the 
test of time and created a strong family that 
will carry on their unique legacy. Rose Marie 
was steadfast in her commitment to the Lord, 
living each day as a living sacrifice that I am 
certain was holy and acceptable unto God, as 
her reasonable service. 

You may be asking how I know Dr. Rose 
Marie McCoy so well and in response, I’d say 
that I’ve known her and her husband Chief 
Apostle Dr. William McCoy for decades upon 
decades. I have worked alongside Drs. Rose 
and William McCoy throughout Chicago’s 
southside in an effort to improve the lives of 
our neighbors, friends, children, and other vul-
nerable populations in our community. 

Dr. Rose Marie McCoy’s enthusiasm for life 
and her dedication to others also showed in 
her work on behalf of the Brothers Keeper 
Outreach Church, which she co-founded with 
her husband. Additionally, Rose Marie was in-
strumental in development of the Brothers 
Keeper Community Resource Center and the 
International Pentecostal Assembly Ecumeni-
cal Faith and Community Action Network. 

Collectively, Rose Marie’s efforts and dedi-
cation to faith-based community social serv-
ices has helped change the lives of countless 
individuals for the better. In fact, I would posit 
that perhaps all of our lives have been made 
better off simply by our interaction and asso-
ciation with pastor, Dr. Rose Marie McCoy 
along life’s journey. To know Rose Marie, was 
to know genuine love, faith and service. May 
this beautiful soul rest with the Lord in peace. 

To her family, including her husband Chief 
Apostle Dr. William McCoy and her children 
Victoria McCoy-Salter, Vanessa McCoy- 
Pulphus, Debracia McCoy Jones, Major Lee 
McCoy, and Otis McCoy, all of whom she 
leaves to carry on her works and love, I ex-
tend my sincerest condolences on your loved 
one’s transition. I am truly grateful to Dr. Rose 
Marie McCoy, Pastor Emeritus for her tremen-
dous contributions to so many in Chicago, Illi-
nois, and our Nation. May God bless her, her 
family, and all of us. 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPACT OF THE 
IMPENDING GOVERNMENT SHUT-
DOWN 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the impact of the impending gov-
ernment shutdown on communities in my dis-
trict that are experiencing the worst flash 
flooding since Hurricane Ida, which killed more 
than 40 people across the state. As we are in 
the middle of House Republican infighting that 
is jeopardizing the ability to keep the govern-
ment open, our federal government’s ability to 
serve the American people is threatened. Es-
sential services from government agencies 
and employees pay will be affected as many 
face furlough and uncertainty about retroactive 
pay. In New York State, the Governor and 
Mayor have declared a state of emergency, 
but they cannot look to the federal government 
at a time when funding is uncertain. 

Right now, in New York City, highways are 
closed, vehicles are stranded, subway trains 
have stalled, utility infrastructure is flooded 
and damaged, and many New Yorkers on the 
way to work and school have had their daily 
routines severely impacted. At a time like this 
we look to the federal government for re-
sources, but Congress has not passed legisla-
tion to replenish the FEMA disaster relief fund, 
which is the primary pot of money the agency 
uses to respond to storms. Republicans refus-
ing to work with Democrats and pass a clean 
Continuing Resolution are failing to support 
communities recovering from disasters during 
hurricane season. The Continuing Resolution 
Republicans have proposed hurts FEMA’s 
readiness by neglecting the pressing need for 
additional disaster relief funds to address ex-
isting shortfalls and prepare for unforeseen fu-
ture disasters. Due to climate change, storms 
have intensified and become more frequent 
across the country resulting in a record num-
ber of billion-dollar disasters to date. The im-
portance of the FEMA disaster relief fund can-
not be understated and the ability to deploy 
resources and funds by keeping the federal 
government open is even more critical. 

Constituents in my district in Brooklyn and 
Queens living in single family homes and pub-
lic housing complexes will be dealing with the 
impact of intense flash flooding for days after 
the storm passes. My constituents deserve a 
functioning government, not a shutdown. As 
communities vulnerable to flooding continue to 
bear the brunt of climate change, a govern-
ment shutdown will leave New Yorkers and 
state and local government without critical as-
sistance. Republican’s refusal to fund the gov-
ernment will wreak havoc on New York’s abil-
ity to recover from these floods in the days 
and months to come. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, FOREIGN 

OPERATIONS, AND RELATED 
PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2024 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 28, 2023 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Chair, I rise in strong 
opposition of H.R. 4665, Department of State, 
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 2024. 

This bill makes devastating cuts to our for-
eign assistance and will undo years of 
progress in the areas of humanitarian aid, bol-
stering our national security, and combatting 
the effects of climate change. With this bill, 
House Republicans have completely aban-
doned our country’s leadership on the global 
stage and made our country and other coun-
tries around the world susceptible to desta-
bilization. 

This bill eliminates U.S. support for climate 
adaptation, sustainable landscapes, and clean 
energy programming. Climate change is an 
existential threat to every single one of us— 
and this bill does nothing but bury our heads 
in the sand. These divestments will not only 
be devastating to our environment, but also to 
our national security. Cuts to climate programs 
will leave the Department of Defense more 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. 
Without adequate funding to address the cli-
mate crisis, people around the globe will be 
driven from their homes, unable to feed their 
families, and will fall deeper into poverty. At a 
time when a historic number of refugees are 
fleeing conflict and instability, the United 
States will turn its back and be unable to re-
spond to and assist our allies. 

The majority has authored this bill to satisfy 
the most extreme among us without consid-
ering the real-life consequences for our allies 
and for the world’s most vulnerable popu-
lations. This bill zeros out or dramatically cuts 
several critical peacebuilding funding ac-
counts, which will severely impact the United 
States’ ability to prevent violent conflict, build 
sustainable peace, and save lives. This bill 
hurts women and children—codifying the ex-
panded version of the harmful global gag rule, 
cutting foreign assistance for family planning 
and reproductive health, and prohibiting fund-
ing to the UNFPA, the United Nations repro-
ductive health agency. 

Mr. Chair, this bill fails to protect Americans 
and cedes leadership to our adversaries. With 
this level of funding, House Republicans are 
ignoring reality and making it impossible for 
the United States to engage peacefully and 
constructively with the international commu-
nity—all while our adversaries are engaging 
aggressively. Millions of lives are on the line, 
and instead of making a serious attempt to ad-
dress these problems, the majority has in-
jected politics into our foreign policy and have 
authored a bill that has virtually no chance of 
passing in the Senate. For all of these rea-
sons, I must vote against H.R. 4665. 

RECOGNIZING COLONEL ROBERT 
SOLENBERGER USA, RETIRED, 
WITH A CONGRESSIONAL VET-
ERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
honor to present retired Colonel Robert I. 
Solenberger, United States Army, with the 
2023 Congressional Veteran Commendation. 
He is the epitome of the U.S. Army’s slogan, 
‘‘Be All You Can Be.’’ 

Robert Solenberger was born in 1943 in 
Oakland, California, earning a bachelor’s de-
gree in engineering chemistry from the Univer-
sity of New Mexico in 1965. In the midst of the 
Vietnam War, a young twenty-five-year-old pa-
triot commenced thirty years of active military 
service when he enlisted in 1968. While en-
gaged in infantry training at New Jersey’s Fort 
Dix, Robert incurred extensive lung damage, 
spending months in what was then the Valley 
Forge Army Hospital in Pennsylvania. 

Medically discharged from the Army in 
1972, with access to rehabilitation funding, 
Robert attended medical school at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, obtaining a Doctor of Medi-
cine in 1974, later training in surgery. Ever the 
patriot, he then applied for a direct commis-
sion as a surgeon in the Army Medical Corps; 
with his acceptance in 1984, and assignment 
to Brooke Army Medical Center at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, Robert began his final twen-
ty-six years of active duty. 

Some of Robert’s deployments included Op-
eration Desert Storm with the longest and 
largest Mass Casualty (MASCAL) exercise; 
Bright Star 95, for which he would be com-
mended by the Army of Egypt; Ulchi Focus 
Lens 99 in Korea; supporting USMC forces in 
Afghanistan in 2002 with the 555 Forward Sur-
gical Team; as well as Kuwait, Honduras, and 
Panama. Colonel Solenberger held the post of 
Chief Surgeon at Fort Cavazos in Killeen, 
Texas—the world’s largest military base. 
Uniquely, he led the surgical team in deliv-
ering Conjoined Twins—and the workup lead-
ing to the only successfbl separation in a DOD 
hospital. 

Among Colonel Solenberger’s decorations 
are a Bronze Star, the Legion of Merit, the 
Meritorious Service Medal, National Defense 
Service Ribbon (three stars), Joint Service, 
Commendation Medal, Joint Service Achieve-
ment Medal, Army Commendation Medal, and 
Army Achievement Medal. He received an 
Order of Military Medical Merit in 1990; the 
‘‘A’’ Designator (academic full professor), with 
pediatric surgery credentials in 1997, and the 
Combat Medics Badge. 

Since retiring from active duty in 1994, Rob-
ert continues to mentor future military sur-
geons through his work with surgical residents 
at both the VA hospital system at Waco, 
Texas and the VA’s Temple, Texas facility. 
Adding to his remarkable career is the also re-
markable fact that Robert has performed in 
active military duty and as a hands-on, teach-
ing surgeon with the Veterans Administration 
despite more than a sixty percent disability rat-
ing. Battlefield tested, Robert brings both em-
pathy and inspiration to the Texas veterans he 
now serves with dedication and compassion. 

For his love of country, tireless service and 
continuing to ‘‘Be All You Can Be’’ it gives me 

great pleasure to award retired United States 
Army Medical Corps Colonel Robert I. 
Solenberger with the 2023 Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JACK WHITE’S IN-
DUCTION TO THE RHODE ISLAND 
TELEVISION & RADIO HALL OF 
FAME 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the posthumous induction of Jack 
White to the Rhode Island Television & Radio 
Hall of Fame. 

Residents of Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts came to rely on Jack’s reporting in the 
Newport Daily News, the Providence Journal, 
WBZ TV in Boston, the Cape Cod Times, and 
finally during his time as Chief Investigative 
Reporter at WPRI TV in Providence. 

A native of Pawtucket, Jack was a hard-hit-
ting investigative journalist who never wavered 
on his principles. During the Watergate scan-
dal, it was Jack’s story in the Providence Jour-
nal that brought President Nixon’s under-
payment of federal income tax into national 
focus and caused the President to respond to 
a question from Jack’s editor with the now in-
famous five-word phrase: ’’I am not a crook.’’ 
That reporting won Jack White a Pulitzer Prize 
in 1974, cost President Nixon hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in back taxes, and 
spurred the practice of Presidents releasing 
their income tax returns for public inspection. 
True to his convictions as a journalist, Jack 
never divulged his source for the Nixon story 
and even delayed the story by twelve days to 
stand with striking reporters at the Providence 
Journal. 

After leaving Providence for WBZ in Boston, 
it was a reporting job at the Cape Cod Times 
that brought the White family to West 
Barnstable, and Jack’s commitment to his 
family that kept them on Cape Cod as he 
commuted back and forth to Providence dur-
ing his decades at WPRI. His work at WPRI 
was marked by numerous major investigative 
stories, multiple Emmy Awards, and earned 
him the honorary title of ‘‘Dean of Rhode Is-
land Journalism.’’ 

Sadly, Jack left us suddenly on October 12. 
2005, at age 63, leaving behind his wife Beth, 
daughter Elizabeth, sons John, Patrick, and 
Timothy, and their families. Jack’s son, Tim, 
followed his father into journalism and can be 
seen on televisions across Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts each week 
hosting the same ‘‘Newsmakers’’ program that 
Jack hosted during his time at WPRI. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join the Rhode 
Island Television & Radio Hall of Fame in 
celebrating the journalistic accomplishments of 
Jack White, and I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing Jack’s posthumous induc-
tion into the Rhode Island Television & Radio 
Hall of Fame and the impact that his reporting 
has had on Southern New England and our 
nation. 
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MARKING THE 1000TH DAY OF 

JIMMY LAI’S IMPRISONMENT BY 
THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, this week 
marked the one thousandth day of imprison-
ment of one of Hong Kong’s 1,648 political 
prisoners: Jimmy Lai, a hugely successful 
businessman, owner of Hong Kong’s major 
newspaper, and a freedom fighter for the peo-
ple of Hong Kong. His ‘‘crimes’’ that have 
landed him in a maximum-security prison at 
age 75? Supporting pro-democracy protests 
and publishing the truth about the Chinese 
Communist Party’s creeping authoritarian 
takeover of Hong Kong. 

I have begun the process of adopting his 
case as a ‘‘prisoner of conscience’’ with the 
Tom Lantos Commission on Human Rights 
and I urge all colleagues, Democrats and Re-
publicans alike, to adopt a political prisoner, a 
religious prisoner or some other prisoner of 
conscience in this time of terrifying global 
crackdown on human rights and free expres-
sion. 

Jimmy Lai recognized that a free press that 
reports the facts is essential to democracy and 
a free society. He founded one of Hong 
Kong’s most reputable papers in 1991, Apple 
Daily, in reference to the Garden of Eden’s 
fruit of knowledge. One of the paper’s original 
mottos was ‘‘an apple a day keeps the liars 
away.’’ Jimmy Lai’s newspaper continued to 
report the facts as Hong Kong citizens from all 
walks of life—led by thousands of courageous 
young people—demonstrated for their freedom 
and against Beijing’s repressive ‘‘National Se-
curity Law’’ in 2019. 

It is for this principled defense of truth and 
common sense in a civil society that Mr. Lai 
has been unjustly detained by China’s authori-
tarian expansion into the free city of Hong 
Kong. According to the Hong Kong Democ-
racy Council, a human rights organization, 
Jimmy Lai is one of 1,648 Hong Kongers who 
are political prisoners today. This staggering 
number—reached after just four years—puts 
the once-free Hong Kong on the same plane 
as countries like Belarus and Myanmar. Every-
day Hong Kongers who dared to dream of a 
democratic future are instead languishing in 
detention. They await trial and sentencing be-
fore a hyper-politicized judiciary executing a 
twisted facsimile of Hong Kong’s traditionally 
independent, common law court system. 

Jimmy Lai was first arrested in August 2020 
as one of the first targets of the repressive 
’’National Security Law’’ imposed by mainland 
China. He has since been arrested numerous 
times, charged with everything from collusion 
with foreign powers, to so-called ‘‘unauthor-
ized assembly,’’ to alleged fraud. Many of his 
fellow political prisoners in Hong Kong face 
charges that are similar affronts to a free soci-
ety. 

The reactionary movement against democ-
racy is global, which is why our movement to 
defend democracy is also global. I salute the 
courageous activists, like Jimmy Lai, who 
refuse to bend to the brutal forces of fear and 
authoritarianism. Whether they live in Wash-
ington, D.C. or Hong Kong or Moscow or Kyiv, 
everyone should have the right to determine 

their own destiny. I stand here today on the 
floor of the U.S. House of Representatives in 
solidarity with Jimmy Lai as he marks his one 
thousand and first day as a political prisoner. 
Please join me in acting in solidarity with 
Jimmy Lai and demand his immediate release 
and freedom from the Chinese government. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, due to an un-
foreseen matter, I was not present for six 
votes yesterday evening. Had I been present, 
I would have voted: NAY on Roll Call No. 489, 
NAY on Roll Call No. 490, NAY on Roll Call 
No. 491, NAY on Roll Call No. 492, NAY on 
Roll Call No. 493, and NAY on Roll Call No, 
494. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MERITORIOUS 
SELFLESS SERVICE BY MID-
SHIPMAN SECOND CLASS MADI-
SON O’DONNELL 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today I 
recognize Midshipman Second Class Madison 
O’Donnell who decisively acted with the valor 
while saving a gentleman in peril when attend-
ing the United States Naval Academy in June 
2023. 

While driving near Santee Basin Dock, 
Maryland, Midshipman O’Donnell heard cries 
for help and halted her vehicle. Upon locating 
the distressed individual, she quickly ran to-
wards the dock to rescue a gentleman who 
appeared to be drowning. 

Midshipman Madison O’Donnell aptly as-
sessed the situation and proficiently deduced 
that a severe laceration was impeding the 
gentleman from pulling himself to safety. With-
out hesitation, she rescued the drowning man 
by pulling him out of the basin. 

Reprieved from the danger of drowning, 
Midshipman O’Donnell calmed the gentleman 
and administered first aid treatment. She then 
drove him home to his family who expressed 
immense gratitude for her meritorious and 
selfless assistance. 

In recognition of this act of valor, Colonel 
James P. McDonough, USMC, 89th Com-
mandant of Midshipmen at the United States 
Naval Academy, awarded Midshipman Second 
Class Madison O’Donnell the Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Achievement Medal for profes-
sional achievement in the superior perform-
ance of her duties as a midshipman on Sep-
tember 8, 2023. 

As the member of the U.S. House rep-
resenting Midshipman O’Donnell’s hometown 
of Greenfield Township, Pennsylvania, and the 
Member responsible for nominating her to the 
United States Naval Academy’s Class of 2025, 
I am proud to celebrate Midshipman 
O’Donnell’s admirable act of heroism. 

Midshipman Second Class O’Donnell’s ac-
tions, dedication to duty and the preservation 

of life reflect great credit upon herself, our 
community in Northeast Pennsylvania, the 
United States Navy, and the nation. I am con-
fident that she will have an exemplary career 
in service to our Nation, and I look forward to 
sharing in her successes in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SHARON 
LEDBETTER 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Sharon Ledbetter 
of Colfax, WA for her selfless service and the 
incredible impact she has had on the lives of 
veterans and their families in Eastern Wash-
ington. 

In 2009, Sharon was instrumental in orga-
nizing the Lewis Clark Quilts of Valor, the 
Eastern Washington region’s local branch of 
the Quilts of Valor Foundation. Her goal was 
simple and honorable: Award servicemembers 
and veterans with hand-made quilts that rec-
ognize the bravery and sacrifice of our heroes, 
in the hopes of providing comfort and healing 
now that they have returned home. 

As the wife of a Vietnam-era Air Force vet-
eran, Sharon understood these Quilts of Valor 
can be lifesaving for veterans. That’s why, for 
the last 14 years, she has organized countless 
Sew Days, taught quilting classes, and raised 
financial support from local businesses and 
veterans’ groups. Under her leadership, the 
group has grown to 60 members and honored 
more than 3,000 veterans with high-quality 
quilts to recognize their dedication and sac-
rifice to our country. 

Each Quilt of Valor is dedicated to the vet-
eran it was made for with their name, service 
branch, and era of service sewed on, making 
them an incredibly personal gift of recognition 
and honor. The quilts—many of which Sharon 
made herself—are then presented at beautiful 
ceremonies that have been known to move 
even the most stoic veterans to tears. Thanks 
to Sharon, these presentations are now con-
ducted by volunteers and members across 
Eastern Washington and North Central Idaho. 

Mr. Speaker, Sharon Ledbetter is a truly re-
markable woman who deserves recognition. 
As she enters her retirement, I ask that my 
colleagues join me in celebrating her tremen-
dous work and tireless dedication to the vet-
erans in the greater Eastern Washington re-
gion. The profound impact she has had on our 
communities and the veterans in them will not 
soon be forgotten. 

f 

TEXAS-24 HOMETOWN HERO RYAN 
MARTIN 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize our Texas-24 Hometown Hero, 
Grapevine-Colleyville ISD’s (GCISD) Director 
of Facility Use, Ryan Martin. 

A star athlete at the University of Central 
Oklahoma (UCO), Ryan Martin brought his tal-
ent and dedication to helping others to North 
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Texas when he joined GCISD faculty 25 years 
ago. Since then, he’s taught and coached stu-
dents across several schools in GCISD, in-
cluding Vista, Grapevine High School, and 
Colleyville Middle School, working as a special 
education teacher, history teacher, principal, 
interim principal, and head wrestling coach be-
fore becoming the Director of Facility Use. 

Recently, Ryan had the distinction of being 
inducted in the University of Central Okla-
homa’s Athletics Hall of Fame, one of just 172 
individuals in school history to earn the honor. 
Ryan wrestled for UCO from 1989 to 1994, 
becoming a national champion and two-time 
All-American. He won 91 matches in his 4- 
year career, including 30 bonus-point victories, 
qualified for nationals three times, and was a 
two-time regional champion. 

I’d like to congratulate Ryan on his induction 
into the University of Central Oklahoma’s Ath-
letics Hall of Fame. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, on September 
28, 2023, I missed Roll Call vote No. 406. Had 
I been present, I would have voted NAY on 
Roll Call No. 466, H.R. 4665 (Amendment No. 
17). 

f 

RECOGNIZING GOLDIE SIMPSON 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding contributions of Ms. 
Goldie Simpson, a lifelong Detroit resident and 
‘‘Rosie the Riveter,’’ as she celebrates 100 
years of life. 

Born in 1923, Ms. Simpson was a bright 
student who studied business after she grad-
uated from Detroit’s Northeastern High School. 
After the outbreak of World War II, she di-
rected her energies toward the cause of bol-
stering our nation’s economy and morale by 
taking on work that had previously been per-
formed by men who had been called up to 
military service. She was one of the hundreds 
of ‘‘Rosies’’ who contributed so much during a 
dark time for our Nation and the world, pro-
viding critical labor during a time of need. 

Ms. Simpson found true joy in her family. 
She married the love of her life, Elmore Simp-
son in 1949, and together they raised 9 chil-
dren. Ms. Simpson embodies the spirit of gen-
erosity. She has continued to be an engaged 
member of the community, whether as a 
neighborhood mother who looked out for all of 
the children in her neighborhood or as an ac-
tive member of her community in faith. Ms. 
Goldie Simpson embodies the grace, strength, 
and resilience of Detroit. 

Please join me in wishing Ms. Goldie Simp-
son, a happy 100th birthday as we recognize 
her contributions to our country and to our 
community in Detroit. 

RECOGNIZING THE OPENING OF 
THE NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
OF THE PANCRETAN ASSOCIA-
TION OF AMERICA 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Pancretan Association of 
America (PAA) on the ribbon cutting ceremony 
of their first ever National Headquarters in the 
greater Washington, D.C. region in Bethesda, 
Maryland. As a proud Greek American and 
Co-Chair of the Congressional Hellenic Cau-
cus, it is an honor to acknowledge the PAA’s 
work in recognizing and celebrating the rich 
cultural heritage of the island of Crete around 
the world. 

Founded by descendants from Crete, for 
over 90 years the Pancretan Association of 
America has been a cornerstone of the Greek- 
American community, striving to promote the 
historical significance of Crete, while honoring 
the cultural and historically Greek values of 
philoxenia and philotimo. Through its wide 
array of programs, the PAA promotes the 
longstanding Hellenic values of education, phi-
lanthropy, civil responsibility, and individual ex-
cellence. The PAA reaches out to Cretans of 
all ages and offers programs that strengthen 
their understanding and recognition of their 
culture, allows them to enjoy and preserve 
their heritage, and share it with others. These 
programs include many social, cultural, and 
educational activities that encompass Cretan 
culture, and scholarships that empower Cretan 
students to continue their education and be-
come effective and responsible citizens. 

The Pancretan Association of America’s 
mission to celebrate Crete’s historical place in 
the Hellenic world is critical now more than 
ever with the ever-expanding relationship be-
tween the United States and Greece. I know 
that I would not be who I am or where I am 
today without my upbringing in a Greek family, 
which was so focused on serving others. 
Through hard work, determination, and the 
support of the Greek-American community 
supporting him, my great-grandfather founded 
what would become our family restaurant, the 
Puritan Backroom. 106 years later it remains 
in our family, and the values that my great- 
grandfather lived by still guide us today. These 
shared values bind our two nations and our 
communities together, and I applaud PAA’s 
role in highlighting and furthering those values 
for generations to come. 

I congratulate the Pancretan Association of 
America on the opening of their first ever Na-
tional Headquarters. This event marks a sig-
nificant milestone in their history and is an im-
portant step towards the cultural preservation 
of Crete’s heritage, strengthening the ties be-
tween our communities, and further solidifying 
the relationship between the United States 
and Greece. 

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 26, 2023 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
opposition to H.R. 4368, the Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Administration, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2024. This bill falls woefully short of ade-
quately investing in important programs and 
policies that support the American people. 

The bill’s provisions targeting low-income 
women, infants, and children are especially 
concerning. The insufficient funding included 
in H.R. 4368 jeopardizes access to food and 
critical services for low and moderate income 
pregnant and postpartum women, infants and 
children by drastically underfunding the pro-
gram and undermining science-based WIC 
food benefits. This is especially concerning as 
the country continues to face an infant and 
maternal health crisis. 

For over 25 years, there has been a bipar-
tisan commitment to provide sufficient WIC 
funding to serve all eligible applicants and 
maintain the longstanding no-waitlist commit-
ment—until now. The House agriculture appro-
priations bill purports to fund WIC at $6 billion 
for Fiscal Year (FY) 2024, but the bill also de-
mands a $500 million rescission in a later sec-
tion. Realistically, the bill only funds WIC at 
$5.5 billion. This is $800 million below the 
President’s budget request for FY 2024 ($6.3 
billion) and $185 million lower than the level of 
funding made available in FY 2023 ($5.685 
billion). 

Last month, the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) outlined the need for an addi-
tional $1.4 billion in Fiscal Year 2024 funding 
for WIC due to a significant increase in partici-
pation this fiscal year with a total of 6.7 million 
women, children, and infants being served by 
the program as of June. OMB has warned that 
without additional funding, participants could 
see disruptions in benefits. To prevent any 
disruption to a program crucial to supporting 
new parents and young children, it is vital that 
WIC funding be increased to align with pro-
jected participation and food costs as the 
process moves forward. Under the funding 
levels included in the House agriculture appro-
priations bill, up to 600,000 eligible new par-
ents and children—including 11,600 Virginians 
could be turned away from the program. 

While WIC participation is increasing, this 
bill also drastically cuts WIC’s increased 
science-backed fruit and vegetable benefits for 
roughly 1.5 million pregnant and postpartum 
participants and 3.5 million children aged one 
to four. The bill reduces the monthly fruit and 
vegetable benefit from $25 to $11 for child 
participants, from $44 to $13 for pregnant and 
postpartum participants, and from $49 to $15 
for breastfeeding participants. Current benefit 
levels ensure that participating women and 
children have access to recommended levels 
of fruits and vegetables, thus improving health 
outcomes and program retention. Pre-pan-
demic benefits of $8 for children and $11 for 
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pregnant, postpartum, or breastfeeding partici-
pants allowed for less than a one-cup equiva-
lent of fruits and vegetables per day, woefully 
short of the recommended amounts. 

In addition to insufficient funding for WIC, 
the bill includes other harmful provisions tar-
geting nutrition programs. For example, the bill 
includes a rider that rejects a pending rule to 
revise WIC Food Packages. Additional riders 
reject nutrition standards in both school meals 
programs as well as the Child and Adult Care 
Food Program (CACFP). These harmful riders 
weaken the science-based process that deter-
mines nutrition standards and criteria in child 
nutrition and related programs. A dozen health 
organization and other stakeholders, including 
the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics, the Amer-
ican Heart Association, the American Public 
Health Association, the National WIC Associa-
tion, and UnidosUS implored Congress not to 
include harmful nutrition-related riders and to 
maintain and respect the current science- 
based processes. 

In addition to the threats to the health and 
well-being of women and children, this bill 
would harm farmers as they recover financially 
from the COVID–19 pandemic. Specifically, 
this legislation strips funding from Inflation Re-
duction Act (IRA) programs enacted last Con-
gress. Rescinding the IRA funding will harm 
farmers as they recover losses suffered during 
the COVID–19 pandemic. The decision to di-
vest from food security and those who 
produce the food and fiber we depend on is 
short sighted. I am also alarmed by amend-
ments to curtail the United States Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) work to advance eq-
uity and inclusion. For far too long, farmers of 
color, female farmers, and farmers who iden-
tify as LGBTQI+ have faced discrimination in 
farm lending. Restricting the USDA’s ability to 
address these failures is detrimental to achiev-
ing the USDA’s mission and ensuring food se-
curity. 

For these reasons and many others, I urge 
my colleagues to oppose the bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COLONEL JOHN 
THOMAS WELLS, USA, RETIRED, 
WITH A CONGRESSIONAL VET-
ERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
with great pride to recognize retired Colonel 
John Thomas Wells, United States Army, of 
Woodway, Texas, with a Congressional Vet-
eran Commendation. 

Colonel Wells began his distinguished jour-
ney as a Military Graduate from Eastern Ken-
tucky University in 1964. His early years saw 
him patrolling the East German and Czecho-
slovakian borders and later serving valiantly in 
the 173rd Airborne Brigade during the Vietnam 
War. Upon returning stateside, his leadership 
capabilities led him from commanding roles at 
Fort Knox to significant contributions at the 
Army Combat Arms Training Board at Fort 
Benning. Notably, he was instrumental in de-
veloping the Army Training and Evaluation 
Program, a legacy that benefits both active 
and reserve units today. 

His commitment took him to the heart of 
military planning, serving on the Army General 
Staff at the Pentagon before command roles 
in Korea. His final active-duty assignment was 
Chief, Manpower Division, Resource Manage-
ment Directorate, U.S. Forces Command at 
Fort McPherson, Georgia, after which he re-
tired in 1989. 

Colonel Wells’s awards are a testament to 
his valor, including the Silver Star, Bronze Star 
with ‘‘V,’’ Purple Heart, and numerous inter-
national honors. 

His service didn’t end in the military. He pur-
sued the Holy Orders, was ordained in 1998, 
and contributed deeply to parishes in Texas. 
Throughout retirement, he lent his leadership 
to various churches, simultaneously earning 
accolades for his community service in 
Woodway, Texas. Notably, his two-decade 
dedication as a volunteer chaplain with the 
Waco Police Department speaks volumes of 
his commitment to service beyond uniform. 

Educationally, besides his military training, 
Wells pursued theological studies at the es-
teemed University of Oxford and holds ad-
vanced degrees from Shippensburg University 
and the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the 
Southwest. 

Together with his devoted wife, Su, they 
have enriched the Woodway community, with 
Colonel Wells chairing the city’s Planning and 
Zoning Commission. Their legacy continues 
through their four children and three grand-
children. 

In recognition of a lifetime dedicated to serv-
ice, both in uniform and as a steadfast com-
munity pillar, I am honored to present the 
2023 Congressional Veterans Commendation 
to retired Colonel John Thomas Wells, United 
States Army. His story is a testament to duty, 
courage, and an unwavering commitment to 
country and community. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF TED SILVER 

HON. WILEY NICKEL 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the remarkable life and contributions 
of Mr. Ted B. Silver, who marked his centen-
nial milestone on September 23, 2023. It’s a 
profound honor to recognize a man whose 
legacy embodies the very essence of service, 
dedication, and community spirit. 

Ted Silver’s journey began in Mitchell Coun-
ty, and from there, he embarked on a lifetime 
of service to his country, community, and fel-
low citizens. Mr. Silver honorably served in the 
U.S. Merchant Marine, demonstrating his com-
mitment to safeguarding our nation’s interests 
during a pivotal period in history. 

Following his military service, he spent over 
four decades working for Standard Oil, where 
he ascended to the role of district manager for 
the LP gas division before retiring in 1988. 

However, it’s Mr. Silver’s unwavering dedi-
cation to the Garner community that truly sets 
him apart. He served as the first president of 
the Garner Civitan Club, an organization of 
volunteer service clubs dedicated to helping 
people in their communities. 

Throughout his years as a Civitan, Ted Sil-
ver has been a tireless advocate for the youth 

of Garner. He championed initiatives sup-
porting organizations such as the Boys and 
Girls Homes, the Tammy Lynn Center, and 
the Caswell Center. 

Ted Silver’s involvement extended to the 
Civitan Club’s Pop Warner Football program, 
where he volunteered his time and expertise. 
Additionally, he administered the Civitan schol-
arship program for students at Garner Senior 
High, embodying the spirit of giving back to 
the next generation. He worked hand in hand 
with the Junior Civitan Club at the high school, 
imparting wisdom and instilling the values of 
community service. 

Mr. Silver’s dedication and selflessness 
have not gone unnoticed within the Civitan 
community. He received numerous accolades, 
including the Garner Civitan of the Year Award 
in 1977, the Latt Wall Memorial Award in 
1986, the Club Honor Key Award in 1991, and 
the esteemed Life Membership, Civitan’s high-
est honor, in 1998. 

Beyond the Civitan Club, Ted Silver has 
made a meaningful impact on Garner and its 
residents. He’s participated in programs aimed 
at assisting people with mental and physical 
disabilities. He also dedicated himself to work-
ing with children with developmental disabil-
ities in Garner schools. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my esteemed colleagues 
to join me in extending our heartfelt congratu-
lations and best wishes to Mr. Ted B. Silver as 
he celebrates his remarkable 100th birthday. 
His lifetime of service, dedication, and tireless 
advocacy for the betterment of Garner and its 
youth exemplify the very essence of what it 
means to be a true community leader. May his 
legacy continue to inspire us all for genera-
tions to come. 

Happy 100th birthday to Mr. Silver. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2023 LORDS AND 
LADIES OF FAIRFAX 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize a dedicated group of men and women 
in Northern Virginia, the Lords and Ladies of 
Fairfax. 

Every year, each member of the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors selects two peo-
ple from his or her district who have dem-
onstrated outstanding volunteer service, her-
oism, or other exceptional commitments and 
contributions to our community. Since the pro-
gram’s inception in 1984, approximately 759 
individuals have earned the honor of being 
named a Lord or Lady Fairfax by his or her 
representative on the Board of Supervisors. 

This year, the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors will recognize those individuals who 
have made tremendous impacts through their 
support of our public schools, parks, youth 
sports leagues, arts community, public safety, 
and human service programs. It is nearly im-
possible to fully describe the diversity of ac-
complishments of the honorees. Their efforts 
contribute greatly to the quality of life for the 
residents of Fairfax County and are worthy of 
our praise and sincere appreciation. 

It is my honor to include in the RECORD the 
names of the 2023 Lords and Ladies of Fair-
fax: 
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At-Large: Lady Lucy Capaldi and Lord Dr. 

Eric Goplerud 
Braddock District: Lady Shari Zamarra and 

Lord John Rephlo 
Dranesville District: Lady Delegate Kathleen 

Murphy and Lord Patrick Smaldore 
Hunter Mill District: Lady Roberta Gosling 

and Lord Andy Sigle 
Franconia District: Lady Sharron Dreyer and 

Lord Dr. Bryon L. Garner 
Mason District: Lady Alis Wang and Lord 

Lassine Doumbia 
Mount Vernon District: Lady Shirley Short 

and Lord Ron Fitzsimmons 
Providence District: Lady Nada Bashir and 

Lord Tom Biesiadny 
Springfield District: Lady Cathy Turner and 

Lord Rob Hahne 
Sully District: Lady Cathy Martins Muha and 

Lord Prince D. Howard 
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 

in commending and expressing our gratitude 
to these men and women who volunteer their 
time and energy on behalf of our community. 
Their efforts, which are deserving of our high-
est praise, provide immeasurable benefits to 
their fellow residents and serve as a reminder 
of why Fairfax County remains such a great 
place to live, work, and raise a family. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE HOUSE 
CAREER OF MR. ANDY FLICK 

HON. DAVID J. TRONE 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. TRONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the career of Mr. Andy Flick, my 
former Chief of Staff, as he departs the Peo-
ple’s House after 14 years to serve Vice Presi-
dent Harris as her new Director of Legislative 
Affairs. 

When I was elected to Congress in 2018, I 
had achieved success in business, but I was 
a novice at operating in the halls of Congress. 
I had big ideas about what our country need-
ed, and I knew I needed the right team in 
place to execute and help me be as effective 
a legislator as I possibly could. It was rec-
ommended I speak with Andy, who had signifi-
cant experience in the House, an impressive 
professional network, and was brimming with 
ideas on how to run a Congressional office. 

I hired Andy and we were off and running. 
Andy knew how to both move legislation and 
manage a team to bring out their potential. 
Our best conversations revolved around my 
experience running a business and applying it 
to management on Capitol Hill. From Andy, I 
learned from his insights into politics and pro-
cedure. As a manager, Andy ran our team 
with professionalism and empathy, and con-
sistently pushed the team to achieve our 
shared goals. Andy helped me realize one of 
my top priorities in Congress when we found-
ed the Freshman Working Group on Addic-
tion—which has since grown into the Bipar-
tisan Mental Health & Substance Use Disorder 
Task Force, a 140-member group dedicated to 
overcoming the opioid epidemic. We signed 
four bills into law my freshman term and 
chalked up more wins in the 117th Congress. 

As a true talent, Andy was eventually of-
fered a position he couldn’t refuse—to become 
Executive Director of the New Democrat Coali-

tion. Over the three years he served in my of-
fice, Andy proved himself a consummate lead-
er by hiring and training a team that operated 
with his same dedication to public service— 
and so was able to take the new opportunity, 
knowing he left the office in good hands. Simi-
larly, he leaves the New Democrat Coalition 
for another opportunity, leaving behind a Coa-
lition that is stronger and more impactful for 
his leadership. 

I will continue to support Andy to achieve all 
his professional and personal goals. His hard 
work and innovative thinking have earned my 
respect, and his commitment to public service 
has earned my admiration. He will always be 
my first great advisor in public office, and a 
true friend. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the staff of my of-
fice past and present, I celebrate Andy’s 14- 
year career in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and wish him nothing but success in his 
next chapter. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANN WAGNER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I inadvertently 
voted yes on Roll Call No. 476, Steube of 
Florida Part D Amendment No. 45. I intended 
to vote ‘‘nay’’ on Rollcall No. 476. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, in haste, I 
voted No on Roll Call No. 491, when I should 
have voted Yes. 

f 

PERSONALEXPLENATION 

HON. BILL HUIZENGA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I missed 
Boebert Amendment No. 50. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall 
No. 481. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on Rollcall No. 417, 
and ‘‘yea’’ on Rollcall No. 418. 

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY CHILD 
CARE COUNCIL (4CS) OF ALA-
MEDA COUNTY 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. SWALWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise with 
my colleagues, Representative LEE and Rep-
resentative KHANNA to recognize the Commu-
nity Child Care Council of Alameda County, 
which will celebrate 50 years of serving chil-
dren and families in Alameda County on 
Thursday, October 5, 2023. 

The Community Childcare Coordinating 
Council of Alameda County, which later be-
came the ‘‘4Cs’’ of Alameda County, was 
founded in December of 1972 to offer essen-
tial resources to assist families with a network 
of community services. 

4Cs provides access to affordable childcare 
and family-focused services including 
childcare referrals, payment assistance, 
playgroups, free tax preparation assistance, 
car seat installation checks, and family work-
shops. 4Cs also supports local childcare pro-
viders by offering health and safety trainings, 
best practices seminars, and ongoing con-
sultation support. 

Operating with locations in Hayward, Oak-
land, and Fremont, 4Cs is governed by a 14- 
member Board of Directors which employs 75 
team members providing services in 18 lan-
guages, including English, Spanish, Can-
tonese, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Tagalog, and 
Hindi. 

As a leading family resource agency, 4Cs 
has provided over 3,500 personalized refer-
rals, 91 trainings, and over $28 million in pay-
ments to cover childcare costs for 1,961 fami-
lies in Alameda County in 2022. 

For 50 years, the 4Cs of Alameda County 
played a pivotal role in ensuring families can 
secure culturally competent, high-quality 
childcare in Alameda County. They have truly 
embodied their values of diversity, account-
ability, professionalism, teamwork, growth, in-
novation, and friendship for all children and 
families. We join the Community Child Care 
Council of Alameda County in celebrating its 
legacy and wish it many more productive 
years to come. 

f 

FILIPINO AMERICAN HISTORY 
MONTH RESOLUTION 

HON. ED CASE 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, each year our 
country recognizes October as Filipino Amer-
ican History Month, a time for all Americans to 
celebrate the incredible past, present and fu-
ture of our fellow citizens whose heritage lies 
in the great country of the Philippines. 

I am especially humbled to do so as the 
Representative of Hawaii’s First Congressional 
District, where some 190,000 Filipino Ameri-
cans live, more than any other of our 435 dis-
tricts throughout the country. With Hawaii’s 
Second Congressional District that has the 
second largest Filipino Americans population 
at about 180,000, our Fil-Am community in 
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Hawaii stands at 370,000. In total, fully a quar-
ter of all Hawaii residents are Filipino Ameri-
cans, by far the largest percentage of any 
state or territory. 

We observe Filipino American History Month 
in October because the first recorded arrival of 
Filipinos in the continental United States took 
place on October 18, 1587, when the 
‘‘Luzones Indios’’ came ashore from the Ma-
nila-built galleon Nuestra Senora de 
Esperanza in Morro Bay, California. Today, 
across the country Filipino Americans have a 
population of approximately 4,400,000 and are 
the third largest Asian American and Pacific 
Islander group in the United States. 

Many of the early Filipino immigrants were 
young men who came to the United States 
seeking a better life. Most found work in Ha-
waii, California, Washington and Alaska. This 
first generation of Filipino immigrants are com-
monly referred to as the Manong generation 
(Ilocano for first-born male). They worked 
mostly physically demanding jobs in tough 
conditions for very little pay. Over the years, 
they fought against discrimination, found a 
way forward and made a better future for 
themselves and their future generations. They 
became respected members of communities 
throughout our nation. 

The history of the Fil-Am community in Ha-
waii is particularly rich and echoes the national 
story. In 1906, the first 15 sakada contract la-
borers arrived in Honolulu from the Philippines 
aboard the SS Doric, marking the first sus-
tained immigration into our country and the 
humble beginnings of Fil-Ams in Hawaii. 
These first immigrants, those that followed and 
the subsequent generations eventually be-
came trailblazers in politics and government, 
the military, business and entrepreneurship, 
journalism, popular culture, music and the arts 
and more. 

Domingo Los Banos was Hawaii’s first Fili-
pino American school principal and a loyal vet-
eran of the 1st Filipino Infantry Regiment that 
fought in the Philippines during World War II. 

Carolina Dizon Wong broke a glass ceiling 
when she obtained an M.D. degree and be-
came the first Filipino American to start a 
medical practice in Hawaii in 1952. 

Peter Aduja became the first Fil-Am elected 
to public office in the United States when he 
was elected to the Hawaii Territorial House of 
Representatives in 1954. 

Ines Cayaban was the first Filipino Amer-
ican graduate of the School of Public Health, 
Nursing and Social Work at the University of 
Hawaii. She received the prestigious Jefferson 
Award in 1986 for her service. 

In 1994, Ben Cayetano was elected the 
Governor of Hawaii, becoming the first Filipino 
American governor of a state in our union. 

In 2019, Roy Macaraeg became the first Fil- 
Am to become a general officer in the history 
of Hawaii’s citizen soldier ranks. 

In Hawaii, we also regularly honor the over 
250,000 Filipinos who answered the call to 
protect and defend America and the Phil-
ippines in the Pacific theater. In 2016, Presi-
dent Obama signed into law the Filipino Vet-
erans of World War II Congressional Gold 
Medal Act to bestow Congress’s highest honor 
upon those veterans. With my colleagues in 
the House, I have introduced our Filipino Vet-
erans Family Reunification Act, which seeks to 
reunite World War II Filipino soldiers with their 
children, so that we can honor those living in 
our community who fought to protect the free 
and open Indo-Pacific that we have today. 

Each and all of these lives of achievement 
are but a small sampling of a broader commu-
nity that has achieved so much and contrib-
uted so much to the rich fabric of our country. 
And the story of Filipino Americans is still in its 
early chapters. 

This is why it is important that we take the 
time to recognize groups like Filipino Ameri-
cans. The story of Filipino Americans, and to 
an extent, the stories of all of our various eth-
nic groups, is the story of America. From very 
humble beginnings, they have risen through 
hard work, sacrifice, commitment to advancing 
the next generations and mutual support to 
achieve so much already. That well describes 
Filipino Americans overall—embracing the re-
sponsibilities and opportunities of America 
while honoring and treasuring the rich heritage 
of their ancestral homeland. 

All of this is why I joined my friends and col-
leagues Congresswoman MICHELLE STEEL, 
Congressman BOBBY SCOTT, Congressman 
JAMES MOYLAN and others in introducing this 
bipartisan resolution to express support for the 
designation of October as Filipino American 
History Month. We urge our colleagues’ sup-
port to promote an ongoing appreciation of the 
contributions of Filipino Americans to our 
country and the rich diversity of our nation. 

To Fil-Ams everywhere, ‘‘Maraming Salamat 
Po’’ and ‘‘Dios ti Agngina’’—congratulations. I 
truly look forward to partnering with them on 
their next proud chapters. 

f 

HONORING DAVE CORT 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of Dave Cort’s 32 years of service 
as the San Geronimo Valley Community Cen-
ter’s Executive Director. 

Dave became the Community Center’s first 
executive director in June of 1991. This part- 
time job was the first paid position for the or-
ganization and came with only three required 
qualifications: owning a truck, being able to lift 
100 pounds, and possessing people skills. His 
role and the services provided by the Commu-
nity Center expanded exponentially over the 
next 3 decades. 

Dave ensured the Community Center was a 
successful resource for the San Geronimo 
Valley residents. He reformed the local deliv-
ery service, partnered with Lagunitas School 
District to facilitate after-school and daycare 
programs, and managed the expansion of 
senior services to include a new Senior Lunch 
program in the early 2000s. Understanding the 
need for recreation opportunities to promote 
community wellness, Dave also worked to 
build the Community Gym in 2010. 

In 2019, Dave rallied community donors to 
seed the Deepening Roots Endowment with 
$2 million. A year later, the COVID–19 pan-
demic underscored the need for financial se-
curity for the Center in order to provide critical 
services to the San Geronimo Valley commu-
nity emergencies. During the pandemic, Dave 
assembled the Community Center’s resources 
to bring vaccines, tests, food, emergency 
funds, accurate information, and a sense of 
community to the residents of West Marin. 

Today, the San Geronimo Valley Commu-
nity Center has a staff of 22 people and a 

comprehensive mission to foster healthy com-
munities within the San Geronimo Valley and 
Nicasio. Thanks to Dave Cort’s dedication and 
leadership, the organization has become inte-
gral to the quality of life for the community, en-
suring local residents have access to quality 
programs in the arts, youth services, senior 
services, community events, and more. 

Mr. Speaker, Dave Cort exemplifies what it 
means to be a community-minded public serv-
ant. His contributions to the San Geronimo 
Valley Community Center and the people of 
West Marin are extraordinary and appreciated. 
Therefore, please join us in congratulating him 
for decades of inspiring work. 

f 

COMMENDING JOHN SHELL FOR 
HIS SERVICE TO ALABAMA DIS-
TRICT ONE 

HON. JERRY L. CARL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor John Shell for his service to Alabama’s 
First Congressional District. John Shell initi-
ated the Eagle Reef Project, which involves 
deploying reef structures to foster marine life. 
These reefs are installed under docks or 
wharfs to filter and clean up to 10,000,000 gal-
lons of water annually. They provide homes 
for many species of fish and crabs. John 
raised $52,000 for 175 reefs in aims to ex-
pand the project to reach 1,000 reefs along 
the coast of Alabama, and eventually to Mis-
sissippi and Florida. He hopes to do a similar 
project in coastal areas along the Gulf and the 
Atlantic. 

His environmental impact on our waters is 
remarkable. We wish him all the best in his fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

HONORING REUNION OF U.S. ARMY 
NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICER 
CANDIDATE COURSE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to hundreds of 
United States Army veterans who are gath-
ering in and around our nation’s capital the 
week of September 25, 2023, to join in re-
union of their graduation from the Noncommis-
sioned Officers Candidate Course (NCOCC). 

The program was established for the train-
ing of noncommissioned officers in the U.S. 
Army. The program operated at Fort Benning, 
GA, Fort Bliss, TX, Fort Knox, KY, Fort Sill, 
OK, and Fort Leonard Wood, MO, from 1967 
to 1972, during the height of the Vietnam War. 
As a proud graduate of the program and fel-
low Vietnam War veteran, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in honoring and saluting these lead-
ers, combat veterans—many of them wound-
ed—and unsung heroes. 

As the Vietnam War progressed in the 
1960s, the Army was running out of non-
commissioned officers in several combat spe-
cialties. In order to meet these unprecedented 
requirements for Noncommissioned Officer 
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(NCO) leaders, the Army developed a solution 
based on the proven Officer Candidate 
Course. If a carefully selected soldier can be 
given 23 weeks of intensive training that would 
qualify him to lead a platoon, then others can 
be trained to lead squads and fire teams in 
the same amount of time. From this seed, the 
NCOCC was born. 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Harold K. Johnson 
approved the concept on June 22, 1967, and 
on September 5, the first course at Fort 
Benning (now Fort Moore), Georgia, began 
with Sgt. Maj. Don Wright serving as the first 
NCOCC Commandant. 

Potential candidates for the course were se-
lected from groups of initial entry soldiers who 
had a security clearance of confidential, an in-
fantry score of 100 or over, and demonstrated 
leadership potential. Based on recommenda-
tions, the unit commander would select poten-
tial NCOs, but all were not volunteers. Those 
selected to attend NCOCC were immediately 
made corporals and later promoted to ser-
geant upon graduation from phase one. The 
select few who graduated with honors would 
be promoted to staff sergeant. The out-
standing graduate of the first class, Staff Sgt. 
Melvin C. Leverick, recalled ‘‘I think that those 
who graduated [from the NCOCC] were much 
better prepared for some of the problems that 
would arise in Vietnam.’’ The NCO candidate 
course was designed to maximize the two- 
year tour of the enlisted draftee. 

Though over 300 hours of instruction was 
given, eighty percent was conducted in the 
field. The final basic phase was a ‘‘dress re-
hearsal for Vietnam,’’ a full week of patrols, 
ambush, defensive perimeters, and navigation. 
Twice daily, the Vietnam-schooled rangers 
critiqued the candidates, and all training was 
conducted tactically. 

These men, many now of advanced age, 
served our country with great honor under 
challenging circumstances. Four were award-
ed the Medal of Honor. Six are still missing. 
Many—1,118 in all—never made it home. 

Mr. Speaker, it is evident that these out-
standing noncommissioned officers and com-
bat veterans were an indispensable part of our 
armed forces and served our country with 
bravery, dedication, and honor. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DIXIE FERGUSON 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize my dear friend, Dixie 
Ferguson, for her outstanding work and life- 
long dedication to serving our men and 
women in uniform and the veterans of our 
Eastern Washington community. 

Dixie began her service journey in 1966 
when she joined the American Red Cross 
after graduating from the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis. She joined the Clubmobile Serv-
ice and provided support to our combat troops 
in Vietnam as a ‘‘Donut Dolly.’’ Dixie became 
well-known for her work at USO shows—sing-
ing, dancing, and serving food—to the young 
men fighting for our freedom who were miss-
ing home. After returning home in 1968, Dixie 
served as a social worker at Long Beach 
Naval Hospital in California, Fitzsimons Army 

Hospital in Colorado, and the Naval Hospital 
at Camp Pendleton where she supported 
those wounded in combat. 

Fast forward more than 50 years later, and 
Dixie is still serving our active duty and retired 
service members through the American Red 
Cross Chapter in Walla Walla. In 2016, she 
earned the Red Cross Volunteer of the Year 
Award for her work as an outreach and emer-
gency communications caseworker. 

Dixie has gone above and beyond volun-
teering her time through the years. Most re-
cently, she has played an instrumental role in 
documenting the stories of those who served 
in World War II and Vietnam through the Li-
brary of Congress’ Veterans History Project. 
To date, she has helped record nearly 200 
veterans’ stories. Additionally, Dixie has 
helped coordinate flights in the skies of Walla 
Walla for nearly 700 veterans as part of The 
Honour Project, while also proudly helping 
members of the Greatest Generation make 
their journey to visit the war memorials in 
Washington, D.C. as a part of the Inland 
Northwest Honor Flight. 

There is truly no task too big or too small for 
Dixie. Throughout the years, she served on a 
local committee responsible for bringing the 
second Gold Star Families Monument to 
Washington state. In 2021, she established 
Volunteers Love Serving Veterans, a local 
non-profit committed to service. Most recently, 
she organized and planned an annual POW/ 
MIA ceremony event, where she welcomed a 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient to be 
the guest speaker. 

One thing is certain: There are very few in 
our country who have rolled out the red carpet 
for our veterans like Dixie Ferguson has. Her 
love of service and dedication to our veterans 
has brought endless joy to the Walla Walla 
military and veteran community that continues 
to grow each year. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in recognizing the outstanding service of 
Dixie Ferguson to our men and women in uni-
form. Her work on their behalf is awe inspiring, 
and the profound impact she has had on our 
Nation’s heroes will leave a legacy not soon to 
be forgotten. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OUR LADY OF 
VICTORY 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, today, I want to 
recognize the parish of Our Lady of Victory 
and its founding mother, Anna Bates, as they 
celebrate eighty years of service in faith to the 
people of Detroit in Michigan’s 12th Congres-
sional District. 

Our Lady of Victory’s story begins in a store 
front on Eight Mile Road in 1943. Mother 
Bates was instrumental in ensuring that the 
parish had a home in Detroit in spite of seg-
regation and other challenges to a predomi-
nately Black place of worship. In 1941, the city 
built an eight-foot segregation wall that ex-
tended a half-mile long just blocks from the 
new Our Lady of Victory mission site. As ten-
sions over disparity and racial injustice came 
to a head, resulting in the 1943 protests, the 
wall became a symbol for the increasingly un-
just living conditions for Black residents. 

Spurred by the protest and increasing ten-
sion, Mother Bates spent ten years petitioning 
the archdiocese to create a house of worship 
for Black residents who were not permitted to 
enter any of the neighboring white Catholic 
Churches. Nearby Catholic parishes were ada-
mantly opposed to welcoming Black Catholics. 
But Mother Bates persevered. Our Lady of 
Victory was finally recognized as a parish. 
Though the parish has relocated over the 
years, we are glad they are now housed in the 
St. Scholastica campus in Michigan’s 12th 
District. 

Please join me in recognizing of Our Lady 
of Victory’s legacy in the fight against racial in-
justice, as they celebrate eighty years of serv-
ice and fellowship in faith. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JAMES MANUEL 
VILLA WITH A CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to present James Manuel Villa of Waco, Texas 
with a Congressional Veteran Commendation. 

James Villa’s dedication is evident from his 
three combat deployments in Iraq with the Ma-
rines First Division, Second Battalion, 5th 
Regiment. Joining the Marines in 2002, his ini-
tial engagement in 2003 saw participation in 
the Battle of Al Faw, capturing pivotal regions 
around the Rumaila Oil Field, and ensuring 
security and stability in Samawah, Iraq. His 
subsequent deployment in 2004 to Ramadi 
earned him the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal with combat distinguished 
service, a testament to his leadership as a fire 
team leader. 

Even after fulfilling his enlistment and in-
tending to pursue education at Baylor Univer-
sity, duty called him back. His third deploy-
ment brought more accolades for distin-
guished service in Fallujah, coupled with the 
significant responsibility of training 70 Iraqi po-
lice recruits. He attained the rank of Sergeant, 
receiving his honorable discharge in 2009. 

Following his service with the Marine Corps 
at Camp Pendleton in 2009, James 
transitioned to education. He achieved his 
Bachelor of Arts from Rockhurst University in 
2011 and later a Master of Education from 
Tarleton State University. Besides his aca-
demic achievements, James’s impact in the 
community of Waco is profound. As an eighth- 
grade science teacher, he was celebrated as 
the 2017 Waco ISD Secondary Teacher of the 
Year. Today, he stands as a beacon of leader-
ship and hope as the principal of La Vega 
High School, holding a deep-seated belief in 
the potential of every student and their ability 
to effect change in their community. 

James, alongside his wife Ivy, are the proud 
parents of five daughters and three sons, re-
flecting his commitment both to family and na-
tion. 

For his relentless dedication to his country, 
and now his community, it is with deep re-
spect that I present the Congressional Veteran 
Commendation to James M. Villa. 
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Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S4799–S4883 
Measures Introduced: Seven bills and four resolu-
tions were introduced, as follows: S. 2996–3002, S.J. 
Res. 46, and S. Res. 386–388.                    Pages S4826–27 

Measures Reported: 
Report to accompany S. 2195, to amend the En-

ergy Policy Act of 2005 to reauthorize the diesel 
emissions reduction program. (S. Rept. No. 
118–100)                                                                        Page S4826 

Measures Considered: 
Securing Growth and Robust Leadership in 
American Aviation Act—Agreement: Senate con-
tinued consideration of H.R. 3935, to amend title 
49, United States Code, to reauthorize and improve 
the Federal Aviation Administration and other civil 
aviation programs, taking action on the following 
amendments and motions proposed thereto: 
                                                                                    Pages S4806–24 

Pending: 
Schumer (for Murray) Amendment No. 1292, in 

the nature of a substitute.                                      Page S4806 

Schumer Amendment No. 1293 (to Amendment 
No. 1292), to add an effective date.                 Page S4806 

Schumer motion to commit the bill to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with instructions, Schumer Amendment No. 1294, 
to add an effective date.                                          Page S4806 

Schumer Amendment No. 1295 (to (the instruc-
tions) Amendment No. 1294), to modify the effec-
tive date.                                                                         Page S4806 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the bill at ap-

proximately 12 noon, on Saturday, September 30, 
2023.                                                                                Page S4883 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

By 82 yeas to 8 nays (Vote No. EX. 244), Todd 
Gee, of the District of Columbia, to be United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of Mis-
sissippi for the term of four years.                     Page S4808 

By 52 yeas to 37 nays (Vote No. EX. 245), Tara 
K. McGrath, of California, to be United States At-
torney for the Southern District of California for the 
term of four years.                                                     Page S4808 

Messages from the House:                        Pages S4824–25 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S4825–26 

Additional Cosponsors:                                       Page S4827 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S4827–28 

Additional Statements: 
Amendments Submitted:                           Pages S4828–83 

Privileges of the Floor:                                        Page S4883 

Record Votes: Two record votes were taken today. 
(Total—245)                                                                 Page S4808 

Recess: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and recessed at 
5:21 p.m., until 12 noon on Saturday, September 
30, 2023. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of 
the Acting Majority Leader in today’s Record on 
page S4883.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

No committee meetings were held. 
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House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 33 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 5827–5859; and 13 resolutions, H.J. 
Res. 99; H. Con. Res. 70; and H. Res. 742–752, 
were introduced.                                                 Pages H4909–10 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H4912–13 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H. Res. 741, providing for consideration of the 

bill (H.R. 5525) making continuing appropriations 
for fiscal year 2024, and for other purposes (H. Rept. 
118–230); H.R. 4822, to improve price transparency 
with respect to certain health care services, and for 
other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept. 
118–231, Part 1); 

H.R. 1505, to modify the prohibition on recogni-
tion by United States courts of certain rights relat-
ing to certain marks, trade names, or commercial 
names, with an amendment (H. Rept. 118–232); 

H.R. 3578, to make technical amendments to up-
date statutory references to provisions reclassified to 
title 34, United States Code, and to correct related 
technical errors (H. Rept. 118–233); 

H.R. 3506, to make technical amendments to up-
date statutory references to certain provisions classi-
fied to title 7, title 20, and title 43, United States 
Code, and to correct related technical errors (H. 
Rept. 118–234); 

H.R. 3496, to make technical amendments to up-
date statutory references to certain provisions which 
were formerly classified to chapters 14 and 19 of 
title 25, United States Code, and to correct related 
technical errors (H. Rept. 118–235); and 

H.R. 3571, to make technical amendments to up-
date statutory references to certain provisions classi-
fied to title 2, United States Code, title 50, United 
States Code, and title 52, United States Code, and 
to correct related technical errors (H. Rept. 
118–236).                                                               Pages H4908–09 

Guest Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the 
Guest Chaplain, Head Granthi Giani Jaswinder 
Singh, Sikh Gurdwara Pine Hill, Pine Hill, New 
Jersey.                                                                               Page H4859 

Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal by voice vote.                                Page H4859 

Moment of Silence: The House observed a moment 
of silence in remembrance of the Honorable Dianne 
Feinstein.                                                                        Page H4869 

Expressing the profound sorrow of the House of 
Representatives on the death of the Honorable 
Dianne Goldman Berman Feinstein: The House 

agreed to H. Res. 742, expressing the profound sor-
row of the House of Representatives on the death of 
the Honorable Dianne Goldman Berman Feinstein. 
                                                                                            Page H4870 

Continuing Appropriations and Border Security 
Enhancement Act, 2024: The House failed to pass 
H.R. 5525, making continuing appropriations for 
fiscal year 2024, by a yea-and-nay vote of 198 yeas 
to 232 nays, Roll No. 511.       Pages H4861–69, H4870–98 

Rejected the Ramirez motion to recommit the bill 
to the Committee on Appropriations by a yea-and- 
nay vote of 210 yeas to 216 nays, Roll No. 510. 
                                                                                    Pages H4897–98 

H. Res. 741, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 5525) was agreed to by a recorded 
vote of 218 ayes to 210 noes, Roll No. 509, after 
the previous question was ordered by a yea-and-nay 
vote of 217 yeas to 207 nays, Roll No. 508. 
                                                                                    Pages H4861–69 

Recess: The House recessed at 3:32 p.m. and recon-
vened at 7:55 p.m.                                                    Page H4908 

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet 
at 10 a.m. tomorrow, September 30th.          Page H4908 

Quorum Calls Votes: Three yea-and-nay votes and 
one recorded vote developed during the proceedings 
of today and appear on pages H4868, H4869, 
H4897–98, and H4898. 
Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:55 p.m., pursuant to House Resolution 
742, as a further mark of respect to the memory of 
the late Honorable Dianne Goldman Berman Fein-
stein. 

Committee Meetings 
CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS AND 
BORDER SECURITY ENHANCEMENT ACT, 
2024 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 5525, the ‘‘Continuing Appropriations and 
Border Security Enhancement Act, 2024’’. The Com-
mittee granted, by a record vote of 9–4, a rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 5525, the ‘‘Con-
tinuing Appropriations and Border Security En-
hancement Act, 2024’’, under a closed rule. The rule 
waives all points of order against consideration of the 
bill. The rule provides that the amendments printed 
in the Rules Committee report shall be considered 
as adopted and that the bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. The rule waives all points of 
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order against provisions in the bill, as amended. The 
rule provides one hour of general debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appropriations 
or their respective designees. The rule provides one 
motion to recommit. The rule provides that upon 
passage of H.R. 5525 the title of such bill is amend-
ed to read as follows: ‘‘Reducing spending, securing 
the border, and for other purposes.’’. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2023 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 

No meetings/hearings scheduled. 

House 

No hearings are scheduled. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

12 noon, Saturday, September 30 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Saturday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of H.R. 3935, Securing Growth and Robust Leader-
ship in American Aviation Act (the legislative vehicle for 
the continuing resolution). 

At approximately 1 p.m., Senate will vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on Schumer (for Murray) Amend-
ment No. 1292, in the nature of a substitute. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10 a.m., Saturday, September 30 

House Chamber 

Program for Saturday: To be announced. 
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