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ART TREASURES OF TEN GREAT TEMPLES OF NARA

VOLUME VI
THE HORYUJI TEMPLE

PART VI

KOFUZO REPOSITORY

PraTe 1 KAr0zd REPOSITORY

Turning to the east through the Cloister of the
Hory(ji, one is led from behind the Shorydin Hall to
the Kofuzd Repository, a very long and high-floored
building, extending from north to south. In olden
times it was under strict control of high priests,
Hence the name of Kdftizd, which means a storehouse
sealed by a priest of the séké rank. The temple is
known to have had seven storehouses in the Tempyd
period and as many as thirty-three in later times until
early in the Kamakura age their number was reduced
to this one only. Thus it is here that all the relics
of Prince Shitoku, votive offerings dedicated by the
Emperor Shomu and other treasures and precious
things have been preserved intact through the vicis-
situdes of over a thousand years. The plan of the
structure may possibly be original, but the present
Koftzd does not go back before 1434, when the
building collapsed altogether. However, the door-
leaves inside and out date from the Wadd era (708~
714), viz. the time of its erection. The present and
the next volume are devoted to the more important
Buddhist images and articles of priestly craft col-
lected in this treasury.

PLaTes 2 & 3 Suaka-Nyorat & Monju-Bo-

SATSU
Seated (Shaka) & standing (Monju) statues.
Bronze. Height, (Shaka) 61 in. (Monju) 6 in.

This characteristic Suiko triad backed with a
single screen has lost one of the attendants, now

consisting of the central deity and the Monju-like
Bodhisattva, Exactly like the images of Yakushi

and Shaka of the Kondd it is executed in the typical
Tori style not only in its general workmanship, but
in the type and ornamental carving of the mandorla.
These all have a unique Suiko feature in the shape
of their hands, which is common to all Nyorai
(Buddha) statues of the age, showing that they
represent the earliest stage of Japanese sculpture.
In this specimen the point is further corroborated
by the inscription on the back of the screen, which
says that it was produced in the thirtysixth vear
of the Empress Suiko's reign (628).
PLaTes 4-6  KWANNON-BOSATSU
Standing statue. In gilt bronze. Height, 11t
10} in.
The deity, still resplendent in gold, stands holding
a gem in both hands, a peculiar type of Kwannon
hardly known elsewhere and referred to as Guse-
Kwannon (World-Redeeming Kwannon) in old records,
other specimens in the Horydji being the attendant
of Shaka in the Kondd and the main deity of the
Yumedono Hall. Such an exquisite work done in
the Chinese style of the Northern Wei period is rarely
to be met with. It probably dates from the time
of the foundation of the Horydji temple.

PLATE 7 KWANNON-BOSATSU
Standing statue. In gilt bronze. Height, 10} in.

The statue, though now installed in the Tama-
mushi Shrine, was evidently intended for another
place. Undoubtedly it represents Kwannon, as is
shown by the diminutive Buddha in the diadem and
the sacred water-bottle held in his left hand. The
erect posture and the comparatively large pedestal
suggest that it was designed as an independent
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image, but not as an attending deity. It is clear
that the work belongs to the same group as the
Forty-Eight Buddhas in the Imperial Collection and
resembles Yakushi's attendant of the Kondd, though
a little more vigorous in workmanship. Its broad
scarf flowing down on both sides, large calyx-shaped
part of the pedestal and powerful sections of the
slab underneath—all lend themselves to the effect of
stability. In all probability it dates from the same
period as the Forty-Eight Buddhas,

PraTes 8, 10 & 11 KwanNON-BOSATSU
Standing statue. Bronze. Height (inclusive of

pedestal’, 100 in.
Prates 9, 12 & 13 Kwanxon-BosaTsu
Standing statue. Bronze. Height (inclusive of
pedestal), 1 ft. 1 in.

Both represent Kwannon as is evident from the
presence of the diminutive Buddha on their crown.
They are very simply rendered in an archaic style,
but point to a step higher in artistic development
than the preceding work. Of the two the smaller
one retains more of earlier characteristics and so

may possibly be just a little earlier in date,

PLate 14 YAKUSHINYORAI
Seated statue.  Gilt bronze.  Height, 6 in.

Tradition says that this was originally contained
in the inside of the statue of Yakushi in the Saiendd
of the Horyij temple. As the latter is a great
masterpiece of the Nara period, so the present work
is one of the most remarkable Yakushi statuettes in
gilt bronze. The nimbus is adorned with an orna-
mental design modified from the Northern Wei type.
Quite a new note is struck in the modelling and the
lotus-petals decorating the pedestal are executed with
consummate skill unknown in the preceding period.
It is probably to be dated to the beginning of the
Nara epoch.

PraTes 15 & 16 TABLET WITH INSCRIPTION
Gilt bronze. Size, 9+ 2x 1 in.

As the inscription says, this was intended to ac-
company an image of Kwannon cast in 694 by
three priests of the lkarugadera, Kataokadera and
Asukadera temple respectively in order to pray for

the peace of their parents' soul. The statue itsell
has been irrevocably lost leaving this accessory slab
only.

Peate 17 Amipa TwriaD wiTih MINISTERING
PRIESTS
Repouss¢ work on bronze plate.  Height, 1 ft.
3! in.
PLATES 18-23  SHRINE FOR SAME
Wooden & lacquered black. Height, 2 ft. 11 in.

Such pieces must have been hammered into relief
out of a thin bronze plate laid on an iron mould and
covered with a piece of lead or some other metal.
The process is to some extent inferable from the
discovery of such a mould and an unsuccessful piece
cracked by too much hammering. The arrangement
of Amida in the centre flanked by Kwannon and
Seishi and also attended by ministering priests is
sometimes to be seen in Chinese sculpture of the Six
Dynasties period. But the art exhibited herein shows
indeed the highest reach of technical perfection at-
tained by T ang artists, If this is a Japanese work, it
reflects the style in the Nara period, although it has
something different from the ordinary Nara technique,
in spite of some common features in details of the
pedestal and its lotus-petals. It is remarkable that
pieces of this type should seldom have been preserved
in other old temples nor even referred to in their
old documents, whereas in the Horydji temple all its
varieties have been successfully handed down and
moreover their presence in ancient times is recorded
in an old document. This is perhaps due to the fact
that a certain stream of highly developed T'ang
sculpture found its way to the monastery, but failed to
exercise its influence extensively among other temples.
The shrine containing this work is made of hinok: (Jap-
anese cypress) wood and covered with black lacquer.
Shaped like a Buddhist fane it is made large in breadth,
but small in depth so as to adapt itself to the work
installed therein. The outside is executed with simple
dignity, but the inside is intended to be a blaze of
gold and colours with the gorgeous painting of
graceful Bodhisattvas powerfully executed in litharge
on the reverse of doorleaves and resembling some

angel musicians in a picture of Amida and his fol-
lowers welcoming the pious and with banks of clouds
and a mountain range painted in bright colours on
the back panel and with floral designs coloured in
the mngen style on the side panels. We have no
record bearing to its date, but no doubt whatever
that it was produced in the Nara period considering
its construction, the nature of its decorative design
and the style of painting of the Bodhisattvas.

PLaTes 24-30 BRONZE SCREEN
Height, 1 (0 100 in. Width, 1 fu 21

The use of this bronze screen is identical with that
of the back panel of the preceding shrine. Its shape
shows that it was attached to a missing image to
be raised in a shrine. It consists of two pieces of
oblong bronze plates tapering away at the top hke
a mandorla. Both the front and back sides are gilt
except for the part to be covered by the image,
where we find scribbled in India ink a rough sketch
of Two Deva Kings, done by the artist apparently for
amusement. Above is seen a beautiful repoussé
canopy adorned with a series of pendants, of which
only two have remained extant. The reverse is cover-
ed with a noble and elaborate design coasisting of
furtous lions, Herculean warriordeities and pious
ministrants, all cleverly worked out and brought into
perfect unity with bamboos, houses, cloudlets, gems
and encircled with its flame border. The conception
of the design bears witness to a gradual change from
the Asuka workmanship towards the artistic perfec-
tion of the Tempyd period, but not yet attaining to
the height.

Prate 31 AMmibA TriAD

Bronze repoussé¢ work. Lacquered & covered
with gold leal. Size, 91 x4 in.

This repoussé work covered with lacquer and
overlaid with a gold leaf is of an unusual type,
but the manner of workmanship of details shows
that it dates from the same period as other peces
of the group.

Prate 32 Amipa TriAD
Cast bronze slab. Size, 100 <71 x { in.

A singular production quite different from an

ordinary representation of Amida triad both in its
type and manner of execution, The main deity is
shown sitting on a rectangular stool backed by a
mandorla and the attendants standing erect in
adoration with folded hands. They are cach sup-
ported by a lotus-flower blowing on a threeforked
stalk and covered with a curious canopy, which is
flanked by a Buddha on either side with an unopened
lotus-lower flowing underneath—a unique design to
be seen nowhere else. It i1s a Japanese work done

probably during the reign of the Emperor Temmu
(672-687).

PLATE 33 ZENKOJNYORAI
Brick slab covered with gold-leaf. Height, 1t
Bl in. Width, 1 in. Depth, 28 in.

This 15 a replica of a Buddhist image ongmally
installed in the Toyourapn temple, which was founded
in Yamato during the reign of the Emperor Bitatsu
(572-586), and later removed to the Zenkdji temple in
Shinano ; hence the name of Zenkdji-Nyorai, It s
made of baked clay and covered with a gold-leaf.
The method was introduced from China, as is proved
by the discovery in China of moulds for such works
coinciding with those found in Yamato Province
in this country. It was extensively carried on from
ancient times and was in a great vogue in the T ang
dynasty. Compared with the bronze repoussé triad,
it surpasses the other in its elaborate workmanship,
grandeur in effect and older tone, although of much
the same workmanship. The canopy resembles the
one in the foregoing bronze screen.

Prates M & 36 JIKOKUTEN
Prates 35 & 37 TAMONTEN
Standing statues, Wooden. Height, (Tamonten)
1 ft. 81 in. 1 Jikokuten) 1ft. 71 in.

Jikokuten and Tamonten are commonly represented
as warriordeities in a fierce menacing attitude,
especially in statues since the Heian period. How-
ever these images standing erect have nothing
terrifying either in expression or in gesture except a
slight frown. Likewise in their attire they do without
their customary suit of armour and wear nothing
military but for a stiff neck-band and two belts
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hanging on their shoulders and backs. It |s regret-
table that they should have been worn so much
with age that we can hardly tell the original carving
from later reparations. Thus their unusual type
and indistinct workmanship prevent us from
ascertaing its date; all the same they are interesting
showing as they do how unique and full of variety
is the collection of the Horyaji temple.

PLATES 38-40  Monju-BosaTsu
PLATES 4143  FUGEN-BOSATSU
PLATES 4446 KWANNON-BOSATSU
PiaTes 4749  Sesui-BosaTsu
PaTes 50-52  NIKKO-BosaTsu
PLATES 53-55  GAKKO-BOSATSU

Standing statues. Wooden & yold-lacquered.
Height, (Monju) 2 ft. 10in.  (Fugen) 2. 9in
(Kwannon) 2 ft. 91 in. (Seishi) 2 ft. 10! .
(Nikko) 2ft. 7 in.  (Gakko) 2{t. 61 m,

These three pair of Bodhisattvas are of the same
style, execution, and material with only a slight
variation. They are coupled together as Kwannon
and Seishi, Monju and Fugen, and Nikkd and Gakkd,
but apparently the designation has no plausible
ground. Nor can we tell when they came to pass
under such names. Their history is quite unknown,
but they were presumably produced at the same
{ime as pairs of attending deities and subsequently
lost their central images, They are made of a
single block of camphor-wood from arms down to
the base of the pedestal.  The method of ornamenta-
tion is complete with necklaces, long scarfs, and
lotus-pedestal, all lacquered and covered with a gold-
leaf. Their posture is unlike that of ordinary
attending deities, who slightly bend themselves
towards the main deity, while here they stand erect
as is usual with single pieces of the Asuka period.
Their coiffure is somewhat different from the one
seen in T'ang statues ; their features are just a little
more sleek and rounded and full of innocence and
benignity. The necklace and drapery are in the
characteristic Suiko style. Taken altogether these
statues are mainly in the Asuka workmanship, but
mark a step farther towards the suavity and perfec-

tion of the Nara period. Seeing that they are yet {ree
from Tang influence, we may well date them to the
end of the Asuka or the beginning of the Nara period.
In their form the works have more bronzelike ele-
ments than those of wooden sculpture, probably be-
cause they were copied from bronze images. At the
same time the supplementary use of dry lacquer
for some intricate parts such as locks of hair shows
that the art of wooden carving had not yet reached
the stage of perfection, The delicate facial expres-
sion has been mastered in bronze statues towards
the beginning of the Nara age. The simultaneous
advance in wooden carving is well attested by
these works under consideration.

PraTes 56-58  Miroku-BosATSU
Seated statue. In dry lacquer on woonden core.
Height, 2 fr | in.

Drylacquered statuary with wooden core, which
began in the Nara epoch, proved the forerunner of
the rise of our wooden sculpture. It takes advantage
of all the strong points of other mediums, being
as durable as wooden statues and lacquer lending
itself to subtle and dexterous manipulation not to
be hoped for in wood. The Horylji temple appears
to have been the centre of the production of such
statues. The present specimen is most remarkable
for the simplicity with which facial features efc. are
skilfully worked out. But the marvellous achieve-
ment is not the image itself, but the ornamental
design executed on the reverse of the screen, which
dwarfs all its rivals by a deftness of handling that
leaves nothing to be desired.

PLATES 50-64 °  NINe-HEADED KWANNON- BOSATSU
Standing statue, Wooden & unpainted. Hewght,
11t 18

Except for gold the most valuable malterial for

Buddhist statues is precious wood such as aloes
wood, sandal wood and others imported from foreign
lands. Images carved out of them are purposely
left plain, although pieces made of inferior wood
are usually painted in colours. The present work is
carved out of sandal wood. The art shown herein
marks the highest reach of technical excellence ;

even minute details such as its locks of hair and neck-
lace are worked out with an accuracy which excites
astonishment ; and the noble features and solemn
attitude make it a worthy rival of great works on a
colossal scale. The facial expression and method of
ornamentation have a parallel in the greatest period
of the T'ang dynasty. This makes us think that it
was produced in China, or by an artist in Japan who
mastered the secret of T'ang workmanship. The
representation of Kwannon with nine heads is to be
met with nowhere else.

PLATE 65  NYOIRIN-KWANNON
Seated statue. Wooden & adorned with cut-gokl
leaf. Height, 68 m.

The image and the upper part of the pedestal are
carved out of a single piece of wood. [t is adorned
with patterns in a cutgold leaf and petals of the
loti-form pedestal are further enriched in full colours.
The mandorla consists of inner circles decorated
with patterns in a cutgold leal and bordered in
gold lacquer and of an oval openwork made of
gilt kisoge patterns. The statue was carved at the
beginning of the Heian period, but, as is told by an
India-ink inscription on the underside of the pedestal,
it was repaired by Priest Eison in 1258 and was
completed with ormaments at the same time,

PLATES 66 & 67  Lion MAsSkS
Wooden & lacquered. Size, (1) 1452 11) < 11} in.
b M4 x9x11l in

Ancient masks preserved in this country are
divided into three groups: gigakw, bugakn and
nogaku masks, Gigakx is a Chinese music in-
troduced into Japan earliest of all. Bugaks, another
Chinese music to accompany various dances, was
extensively performed together with gigaku on
occasions of public functions in the Imperial Court,
Buddhist temples and Shintd shrines or of feasts
given by royalty and dignitaries. Lastly ndgaku is
a variety of sarugdé and came into vogue since the
fifteenth century. The Horydji and Tddaiji temples
have a larger collection of gigakw and bugakn
masks than anywhere else. These lion masks
made of Aimoki wood, overlaid with lacquer on

—-—

cloth and touched with colours were probably used
for dugakn and are remarkable for their vigorous
expression. These and another preserved in the
Todaiji temple are the only ancient lion masks
exemplifying the oldest type.

PLATE 68  Saxju Mask
Wooden & coloured.  Size, 8) - 68 in.
PLATE 69 TasoToRu MAsK
Wooden & lacquered. Size, 865 1n,
Prates 70 & 71 Tasotoku MAasK
Wooden & lacquered.
PLAaTeEs 72 & 73 IsHikAwWA Mask
Woaoden & coloured. Size, Bl <6) in.
PLATE 74 SHINTORISO MASK
Wooden & coloured. Size, Bl <64 in.
PLATE 75 Tsunamxi Mask
Wooden & coloured.  Siee, 81 - 65 in.
PLaTes 76 & 77 GENJO MAsk
Wooden & coloured.
PLATES T8 & 79 BATO MASK
Wooden & coloured, Swze, 11571 in,
PLATE 80  NASOR! MAsK
Wooden & coloured. Size, ¥« 65 in.
PraTe 81  RydO0 Mask
Wooden & coloured. Size, 14371 in.
Prate 82 HAammakal MAsK
Wooden & coloured. Size, 10+ 7 in.
PLATE 83 AMABARE MAsK
Wooden & coloured. Size, 91 =71 in.
PLaTes 84 88 Boomsattva Masks
Wooden & coloured. Size, (I} 121 %6} in. V)
12«81 in.
PLaTEs 89-95  KOSHIKAKI MASKS
Wooden & coloured.

A large store of ancient masks is a feature of
the collection of the Horyiji temple, where these
ancient relics are used in religious functions and
ceremonies just as in those remote days. Sanju
mask was used together with the rest in a bugaku
dance of the Shdryde ceremony, the most important
function of this monastery. The date of thewr pro-
duction appears to be the end of the Fujiwara period.
Taisdtoku and Ishikawa are both the name of a
bugaku piece. The former otherwise called Taishu-



kutoku was frequently performed in a bugakn enter-
tainment, but not the latter. Consequently Tai
sitoku masks are often to be met with, but Ishi
kawa mask has never been known to exist elsewhere.
The two specimens of Taisdtoku mask are both
finished in red lacquer. Ishikawa mask made ol
hinoki (Japanese cypress) is painted in full colours
and its hair, moustaches and eye-brows are marked
in India ink. Both Taisdtoku and Ishikawa masks
date from the later Fujiwara times.  Shintoriso
mask made of paulownia wood 15 painted white with
red dimplelike marks, which are dotted with black
spots.  Its back is lacquered black., This was also
manufactured for the Shoryde ceremony. Tsunahi-
ki mask coloured green and inscribed with the
name Tsunahiki seems identical with Kitoku-koiguchi
mask in shape. The name Tsunahiki or rope-puller
apparently arose¢ because the mask was worn
by # man who actually does the service in the
ceremony.  Genmbraku mask is  interesting as
exemplifying how laughter was expreéssed by an
ancient artist. Batd mask, which may yield the
palm to one in the collection of the Itsukushima
shrine, is unique in having the inscription of ils
dute 1144, Nasori mask with its face painted in
indigo and with silver-coloured teeth and white hair,
eye-brows, moustaches and beard may probably
belong to the later days of the Fujiwara age. It
has lost two tusks on the upper jaw., Rydd mask
is regarded to date a little earlier than the preceding
one. The epithet hatharai means an avantcourier
of a procession. The mask carved out of hmoki
wood is painted in brownish red. Amabare mask
made of paulownia wood is coloured yellow
and the other side is finished in black lacquer.
Bodhisattva masks, which are to be regarded as

part of a statue, are very beautifully executed.
The first two made of hinoki wood are of much
the same date and characterized with some
later Fujiwara workmanship. The third executed
in paulownia wood is sadly damaged. Its date
must nearly be the same as the two preceding
works. The fourth specimen, which may not be

worthy of the name Bodhisattva, is done in pau-
lownia wood and dates from nearly the same time
as the third. The fifth one is made of hinoki wood
and is not painted, dating a little later than the
first and second ones.

Lastly Koshikaki masks are worn by koshikaki
or palanquin-bearers when they are employed for the
special service of carrying Prince Shitoku's portrait
and Shaka's relics from the Tdin to the Daikddd
(Lecture-Hall) of the Saiin. Hence they are not
bugakn masks in a proper sense, but may be re-
garded as their kind, In their workmanship there is
no difference at all. They are very simply carved
out and not so very richly painted, yet their lively
expression evinces a deftness of handling that leaves
little to be desired. Their date is the later Fujiwara
period,

PLATES 96 & 97  SANKO HAxD-DRUM

Length, 1ft. 1) in. Diametre, 10 § in,

Sanko or a set of three hand-drums is used in a
bugaku performance. The hollow frame is made
of cherry wood and has a narrow neck in the
middle, It is decorated with a floral arabesque
coloured in the ungen style on the vermilion ground.
The cord is to be tightened so as to stretch the
surface of leather on both ends.

PLATE 98  SHAKUZYO OK PRIEST'S STAFFS
Bronge. Length, (D 51t 3} in. (1D 4t 115 m,
(1) 5 ft. 4. in,

The head of a shakuzys or priest's staff is usually
designed in beautiful curves, the central portion
made in the shape of a water-bottle or a pagoda or
ending in a fork surmounted with a double water-
bottle. The present pieces are rare specimens dating
not later than the Nara period.

PLATE 99  KEI OR INSTRUMENTS OF PERCUSSION

Bronze.

A fairly large number of old kei have been pre-
served in this country, but their type is largely
uniform. These pieces, however, are all of a unique
shape and their lovely details merit the highest
praise. The first instance, with the central medal-
lion flanked with an ornamental scroll, is of an

outline full of variety, but resembles most an or-
dinary type—perhaps representing a transitional stage
in the development of the article towards its standard
form. The second piece modelled after a full-blown
lotus-flower compels admiration for its original
design. The third specimen with the inscription of
the name of Tdin is charming for its archaic
simplicity. At first blush its shape may look hke
that of an ordinary kei, but it is suggestive of primi
tive workmanship as well as the earlier manner of
casting. Tt is i great pity that we should have
nothing thereby 1o ascertain the date of their
production,

PraTes 100 & 101 Kozui BoTTLE
Bronze. Height, 8 § in. Diametre, 4 £,

The bottle is traditionally called *“ Kdzui™ bottle,
but its use is unknown. There is a faint trace of
gilding on the surface. A floral design of consum-
mate beauty is engraved on the nanake (shagreen)
ground, We must call it a masterpicce of Nara
arts.

PraTe 102 WaATER-BOTTLES
Bronze. Height, (1) 1ft. (1) 10} in.

Nothing is known about the history of these
works. The spout with a human head is out of
the common and has something archaic in its
execution. For the rest they have nothing remark-
able, but the chaste finish claims notice,

PraTe 103 BowL
Bronze. Diametre, 81 in. Height, 51 in,
mprcﬂuctimmh'mwn!thiﬁbmvlisml

known. But apparently it has come down from
before the Heian period.

PLAaTE 1M InCexSE-BurRNER Wit HANDLE
Bronze. Length, 110 14 in

Nothing s known about this egére or incense-
burner with a handle. But the type is of the Nara
period. There are a number of such incense-burp-
ers, presumably of the same date, in the Shisdin
Repository at Nara, but none with a bell attached
at the end of a handle as we see in this specimen.

PLATE 105 Tsurmmast or HANGING MEASUKE
Bronze Depth, 51 in. Diametre, 1 ft. 5 in.
Tsurimasu or a hanging measure is one of meas-
ures used in the Nara period. No other specimen
has been preserved in other places.

Prates 106 & 107 Surraky or HancinG Bewrs
Bronze. Height, (D 74in, (11 16t 14 in.

These are ornamental bells hung from a roof,
but their history is unknown.

Pate 108  FurAaku or HANGING BELL

Bronze.

We cannot tell where this filakn was used, but
it comes presumably from the Ashikaga period.

PLATE 109  INCENE-BURNER

Bronze.

Although incorporated in the Kofdzd collection,
this incense-burner was used in the Shariden Hall
and is marked with the date 1397. It is a vigorous
piece of work typical of the Kamakura technique.









