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Pevreonnel interrogatei and background cf eachs:
Mr. Toyo MATSUO - Secretary in Ministry of Agriculture & Forestry.
Mr. Sake SHIBATA - Forest Engineer in Fordastry Bureau.

"here interviewed Mekju Bldg Bm 361 . ... ...
Interrogator __ Capt. Rosemblatt .. ._ .. ...

Internreter__ _ Lt,_ (jg) Holmes . __ . . .. .

A17ied Officers Present _ Lt. Call __ . ... Laaee e

SUMNATY -

The distribution of Lumber in Japan wee controlled since 1941
though the Japen Lumber Co. Ltd.,, for special lumber and for urban aresas

and through a single Lumber Company or a federation of Lumber Companies
for each prefecture. The Army and Navy received their Jumber allotment.

directly from the Munitions Ministry. The Army and Navy cuteomarily took
80 $ of the planned productior.
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Personnel Interviewed:
Toyo MATSUO-= Secretary in Ministry of Agrculture and Forestry.

Sake SHIBATA - quest Enpineer 4in Forestry Bureau.

Interrogator: Capt. Rgsanblatt

Intergreter. waf (Jg) Holmes
Allied Oiffcers Pregent: Lt. Call

ol R e e R AT L e e e e iy :.......—u-ul--—l-"#‘

F T L M.J.-—-W

i By“cﬁnlfnual questioning on the zctual methods used by contractors, Army
and Navy to orocure lumber the following answer was obtained.

If contractor is to build a privatebuilding, residence, etc., he applies
to the Prefectural Lumber office. The Prefectural Office make the allot-
ment =2nd the congractor get the lumber from the local lumber company.

If contractor is to build a factoyy, the proceddres varies, depending
on.zﬁether the factory is under military supervision or not. If the factary
is Uder the military, the contractor apnlies directly to tre Munitions
Ministry, which directly allocates the Lumber. If the factory is not under
the military, the procedure is the same as for other civilian building.

If contractor is to work on direct Army or Navy instellations, the
Army or Navy brings the lumber to the site.

The flow of distribution differs slightly depending on whether the
construction is to take place in a large urban area or in the provinces.

In the first cese, the lumber is distributed through the Japan Lumber

Company, because there is not easy supply cdlose at hend; in the second case,
the local lumber companies, after receiving 0.K. from Prefectural Offices,
distribute from local supnly sources.

There aresix district Forest Offices, which allocate and distribute lum-
ber from the State Forests; the mm Imperial Forest Bureau does same for
Imperisl Forest. Both are for military (direct & indirect) use only.

The lumber law was first enacted in 1942, when svecial kinds (mine

timbers, pulp, etc) were pooled and controlled. In 1943 all lumber pedled
and controlled by the ministry.

The Army & Navy custionarily took 80 % of planned production as their

regular at the beginning of each year thel took more at the end of each
year, until more than 100*‘+of'planned'nromuction was going to military use

alone. From this supoly, themmilitary allotted some for the building of
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factories directly under their supervision.
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